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PREFACE, 


The miislon of Sir Thomas Roc to the court of Jahingir 
was not onI> a remarkable epUode In the life of a remark 
able man« bat an event of high Importance In the hl5tor> 
both of England and of India for the footing which was 
then obtained, largely through hla energy and wisdom, b) 
the despised traden from the West, pTm^d to be but the 
first step in a march of conquest which has only of late 
years reached Its limits and the aearlet Kverha which 
escorted the ambassador through Rijputina were prophetic 
of a time when a descendant of King James should rule 
m-cran Indian empire vaster ar>d Infinitely more prosperous 
than ever owned the sway of a MoguL 
Considerations of this ruture would not. It Is true, entitle 
an account of the embassy to a place among the publica 
tions of the Hakluyt Sodet} But It happens that the 
ambassador kept, for the Information of his employers 
a minute and careful record of the events of his mlsdon 
besides writing from time to time full accounts of 
his proceedings to his man> friends In England , and 
bang In a land so little known to his fellow-countrymen 
hb diary and letters are naturally full not only of what he 
did but also of what he saw Hb position afforded him 
excellent opportunities for observation, while a natural 
girt for literar) expression Imparted a vividness to hb 
descriptions wUch b often Ucklng In the writings of other 
travellers of the period The result b a picture of the 
India of the early seventeenth century which b of ex 
ceptlonal value and Interest, and on thb groond the 
Counefl of the Society have Judged hb Journal suitable for 
Inclusion In their series. 

As explained at greater length in the Introduction, the 
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present edition is based chiefly upon Roe’s own copy of his 
journal (Brit Mus Addl MS 6i 1 5), which has been printed 
for the first time at full length. Unfortunately this record 
is not complete, and for the third year of the embassy we 
are dependent upon the extracts given in Purchas Hts 
Ptlgnmes, while of the fourth and concluding year we 
have only the particulars to be gleaned from the corres- 
pondence of the time. Roe’s narrative has been supple- 
mented by about fifty of his letters and other documents 
beanng on the mission, very few of which have been 
published before , and the whole has been illustrated in 
the notes by extracts from other contemporary records, 
especially from the account published by the ambassador’s 
chaplain, the Rev Edward Terry 

The editor’s sincere thanks are due to the authonties at 
the India Office, Bntish Museum, and Public Record 
Office, for the manner in which his examination of the 
documents in their archives has been facilitated He has 
also been indebted to Sir George Birdwood, K C.I E , 
Mr. A N Wollaston, C.IE, Mr C H Tawney, C.I.E, 
Professor Denison Ross, Ph D , Dr James Burgess, C I E , 
and Mr Stanley Lane-Poole, for friendly assistance and 
advice , to Mr Alexander Rogers, late of the Bombay 
Council, for permission to consult and make use of his 
manuscript translation of the Tt'isak-i-JaMngiri, now the 
property of the Royal Asiatic Society , and to several other 
gentlemen whose assistance in connexion with specific 
points has been acknowledged in the course of the work 
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INTRODUCTION 


Towjjd the end of tbb peetctn jrere I* the bTjInfclnc of Jutmrj 

mair«7 at the retriaJ of the KiU Inda eoaputjr ksI Stf Thocm Ro«» 
LaJ^bl^ XmhaimJow to llw fitat >facheor«. »ho(tw Kwne corroptlj’ aifl Xfoc*n 
Y«lo«hone thh Amtmudoor bad connh»Ioa to nule aiKl contrafi a 
leifnc Irt a i 'tn hH \lalnt7 ond Ut fiebtceta (or icoumkc and Trajhqoc In hla 
Doolidont, and to proc of t and ciubUih a Ckuxj fat oar aalko in toadrj parts 
of his Dosafariom, as wtfl Soports as taljnd Tovncs. «hh other insiroetkm yei 
endbcnieTTd. He* h ih* fifU that eoer »*s I mp loded bi this hk Natare to any 
ofthososotairemDoueasume p r in ces. — 3/«»r^*ae/j rmUMtoJ kf EJmmd 
//<nM(LoadoQ« lAtj). p- 94S- 

E early attempU of the En(;]ish to 
establish themscKcs In India ha\e 
been to some extent narrated In two 
previous volumes of the Socletys 
seno. In T/te /iawhn/ yojuffu, 
edited by Sir Clements Markham in 
l8;8, will be found an account of the arrlv'al of the hrat 
English ship at Surat, In August, 1608 the Journey to 
Agra of its captain, William Hawkins, to present a 
commendatory letter from KJng James, and to sollat 
trading privileges his encouraging reception by the Great 
Mogul and the consequent alarm and Intngues of the 
Portuguese representatives, resulting in the virtual dismissal 
of Hawkins in Nov‘cmbcr i<5ii ITie narrative is continued 
in the extracts from the India Office Records given In 
TheVoyagtsefSirJajntsLantaster{^\Z77\ Fromthesewe 
Icam the arrival at Sural In September 1611 of the 
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ships of the Sixth Voyage under Sir Henry Middleton 
the indecision and double-dealing of the local authorities, 
culminating in an absolute refusal of trade Middleton's 
consequent departure (after embarking Hawkins and his 
companions), and his retaliation upon the Surat traders 
in the Red Sea the coming (September, 1612) of Thomas 
Best with a fresh fleet, all unawaic of the difflcultics with 
his predecessor his favourable reception, due, it would 
seem, to the terror inspired by Middleton’s proceedings 
the conclusion of a trading agreement with the local 
officials, confirmed in general terms by a farinnn from the 
Court the repulse of an attack made upon the English 
by a Portuguese fleet from Goa and finally Best’s 
departure for Achin (January, 1613), leaving Thomas 
Aldworth to take charge of the factory at Surat, and 
Paul Canning to go up to Agra, carrying fresh letters 
and presents for the Great Mogul 

Thus far, as we have said, the reader is already 
acquainted with the course of events , and little more 
was known to the East India Company itself in June, 
1614, when Best, upon his return, related in detail his 
proceedings His glowing report of the prospects of the 
trade, and of the privileges he had obtained, confirmed the 
Company in its resolution to push matters vigorously in 
this direction Already, in the preceding February, a 
fleet of four ships had been despatched to Surat under 
the experienced leadership of Nicholas Down ton , and 
it was now determined to prepare a fresh expedition to 
be set forth by Christmastide. William Keeling, who had 
taken part in the First Voyage, and had commanded the 
Third, was placed in charge of the new fleet, with the 
Dragoyi as his flagship , to Christophei Newport, of 
Virginia fame, the successful leader of the Twelfth 
Voyage, was assigned the Ltoji , Walter Peyton, who had 
been master of Newport’s ship in the same voyage, was 
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promoted to the charge of the Cxffdttion , and Christopher 
Harris \sas appointed to command the P(pp<rrom 

The fleet was the finest and best-equipped that had 
>*€1 been sent out b> the Company, it had a leader uho 
was second to none In all the qualifications for command 
and who 1^*03 moreover, imcsled with powers such as 
had nc\ 7 :r been conferred on an> of his predecessors, 
but It nas 10 enjo) a still greater distinction, for it was 
to carry out to India an ambassador from King James 
himself On September 7 when the preparations for the 
despatch of the fleet were In full swing the Governor of the 
Company Sir Thomas Smylhc, brought forwTird a proposal 
which had probably been debated for some time In prlvTitc 
b> the pnnapal members of the Court vir^ the advisability 
of sending one of cxlraordinarjo partes lo reside att 
Agra to preuent an> plottcs that may be wrought by the 
lesuites to circumvent our trade" and to obtain such a 
confirmation of trading privileges as would place the 
English commerce on a firm and enduring basis. One 
of the articles of Bests agreement stipulated that an 
English representative should be allowed to reside at 
the Mogul Court and the experience of the last few >*car3 
had completely demonstrated the desirability that this 
representative should be someone of standing sent ex 
pressiy from England fn November, 1613 Aidwonh 
writing from AhmadAbdd had expressed a hope that 
** their might a suffiticnt man be sent m your first ahippes 
that may bee Resident in Agra withe the Kingc and 
sutch a one whose person may breade regardc, for they 
here lookc mutch after greate men f while another factor 
William Bidduiph wrote from Surat to the same cflect* 

* I O Recordf O C.,Noi. 116,117 Ncjiher of these letter* bad 
reached the Coort at thb date t but a letter from Aidwonh to Ucat 
at Acbln had been comratmlcated to thcm» and doobdess h was of 
the same tenoor Of coerse. too. U«l was aware of the general 
feeDop amonj the factors on this tab}^ 
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The Governor was evidently in favour of the adoption of 
such a course , but when the matter came to be debated, 
considerable opposition was manifested Some doubted 
the advisability of taking such a step until the results of 
Downton’s expedition were known , others considered that 
“ a meere merchaunt” (such had, in fact, been sent out in 
that fleet in the person of William Edwards) would be quite 
sufficient and less expensive , others again hinted a fear 
that his Majesty, who must necessarily be consulted if a 
royal ambassador were sent, would “ putt vpon them” some 
courtier who would contemn their authority and deal with 
their men and goods at his pleasure The question 
was anxiously debated at several meetings before a 
resolution was arrived at At last, however (on Octo- 

ber 7, 1614), “the former reasons were againe reiterated 
and amplyfied, and all inconvenyences and obiections 
fulhe considered and argued,” and the despatch of “ an 
Embassadour of extraordmarye Countenance and respect 
was resolued of by erection of hanndes as most 
necessary” The next question — who should be chosen 
for the post — gave rise to another prolonged discussion 
Sir John Brooke was proposed, but rejected on the ground 
of his weak health “ One Master Bailie ” was next con- 
sidered, and passed by In the end “none were esteemed 
soe fittinge for that seruice as Sir Thomas Roe, yf hee 
may bee had ,” and the Governor, whose nominee he 
seems to have been, was requested to treat with him as 
to the terms on which he would accept employment. 

A happier choice could not have been made Roe was 
in the prime of life, “ of a pregnant vnderstandinge, well 
spoken, learned, industrious, and of a comelie personage ” 
{Court Minutes, September 7, 1614) > bis commanding 
presence and dignified bearing were useful qualifications 
for a mission to an Eastern court , while in the still more 
important matters of judgment and tact he was equally 
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well equipped Sprung from a noted diy family he com 
blncd the shrcwdnc 5 s, readiness of resource, and business 
abllit) which had raised his ancestors to fortune, with the 
culture and experience obtained b> n s'arfed training In 
most fav'ourablc circumstances. Of hfs earlier life there is 
not much to record He was born at 1 -cyton In 1580 or 
1581 the son of Robert Roc,* and grandson of Sir Thomas 
Roc (lord ma)*or In 1568). In 1593 he wtu entered at 
Magdalen College Oxford. His father died while Roc was 
still a minor and his mother married Into the Berkeley 
famil) ProbabI) b) the influence of his new rclatj\*es 
after spending some time In one of the Inns of Court* or 
In France or both " (Wood s Athtnff\ he was made an 
Esquire of the Rod) to Queen Elisabeth. Her Majestys 
death did not hinder his ad\'ancemcnt at court, for tn’O 
)ear3 later he was knighted by her successor The >oung 
courtier formed close fncndshlps with Prince Henry and his 
sister Elizabeth (afterwards Elcctress Palatine and titular 
Queen of Rohemla) , both seem to ha\‘c been much attached 
to Roe and in after >‘cars the unhappy princess kept up a 
constant and Intimate correspondence with "Honest Tom’* 
(as she called him), and proflted much by his dc\*otcd 
attention to her interests. Under the patronage of the 
Prince Roc sought cxpcncncc of the adventurous sort 
which was then In fashion Equipping a couple of 
plnruccs, he set sail m Februarj 1610, on a \o>agc of 
discov-CT) to Guiana In the course of nhich he is said 
to have penetrated three hundred miles up the little 
knoMTi river of the Amazons and to have examined 


' Robert Roe was the fourth son of Sir Thomas Roe, the dde«bdDff 
John, »ho mametl n daoj'btcr of Se creta ry WHIfOtj AccOfdfaip to 
a pedigree In the JIntiih Mtisetim (Harl MS 1174, f 89X which 
purports to be a copy of one (verified by the heralds) id tbe poisessloa 
of Sir Thomas the younger the Lmer was son of John— not of Robert 
but there seems to be little doubt that this b a misUkc. 

’ In Foster's Atamni Orcjtifnsfi (voL uL p. layaX Roe b stated to 
hare been entered lu ft smdent lo the Middle Temple b 1597 
i — 
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the coast from the mouth of that river to the Orinoco, 
reaching England again in July, 1611^ Soon, however, 
a cloud came over his fortunes The Prince, from 
whose favour he might have hoped for much, died in 
November, 1612, and a few months later, the Princess’s 
marriage took away his other patron After spending 
some months on the Continent, Roe resolved to enter 
public life, and in the “Addled Parliament” of 1614 he 
sat as member for Tamworth But though “ he was one 
of those men who, if James had been well advised, would 
have been the very' first to be selected for high office,”^ 
his enlightened views were little likely to commend them- 
selves to that monarch , and thus left with no prospect 
at home of reconciling his loyalty and affection for the 
royal family with his duty to the nation, it was to 
foreign service alone that Roe could look for a career of 
usefulness 

There were other reasons also why he was glad to accept 
employment of this nature His fortune, which was pro- 
bably m the first instance but moderate, seems to have been 
by this time seriously impaired “ I estceme it an infinite 
mercy of God,” he wrote later from India,^ “ that when I 
had fully ended and wasted my patrimony and saw no way 
but scome (the reward of folly), before I suffred disgrace 
hee vndertooke mee, and, beeing as it were new borne, hee 
restored mee to a new Inheritance and sett me right, for I 
doubt not but to equall my wastes ” Further, he had con- 
tracted a secret marriage with a lady of good social position 
(see p 254 «) a step which made it all the more prudent 
for him to take a post which offered a comfortable salary, 
together with a chance of displaying his diplomatic talents 


* continuation of Stew’s Annals, p 046 , and Mr Martin 

Hume’slifeof Sir Walter Ralegh, p 302 

s m his y/»j/on'5r£«;?/a«rf(ed 1889), vol 11, p 311 

» Bnt. Mas. Harl MS 1576, fc 514 
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jind of thu% rccommcmJinf hlmvlf to the notice of the 
povemmenL 

The offer of the East Indi* CofnjMn) came therefore 
In j^ood j^eavw) arxl rm dinicull) trai expeneneed In 
amnnp at an a e rremenL Roc* uUr) inn fixed at 
*ix hundred jKnjod* a j'car of which one half wat, at 
ht» request, to be put Into the Compan> t stock. For 
the expentes of hi* outfit the Court bestowed upon him 
fire hundred mirks a similar sum was adranced from his 
first )Tarj salar) •'to Mtisfie *om debtea which he oweth 
abroad • ar>d too/ was lent for the purchase of plate for 
his table. Except a chaplain ar>d a chlrurneon whom the 
Comjun) prtmdcd at the cost of 50/ and 34/ per annum 
rcspcctircl) Roe was to cnijace his onm relmue receivmp 
for their wapes an allowance of 100/ a )Tar with a prant 
of jo/ tosrards the cost of their livtnes. Diet and other 
household expenses srere to be charjjed to the Compan) 
unless the Mogul should male an allowance for this 
purpose. FInall) Roe was stnctl) bound to forbear alt 
pmratc trade hlmsdf and to hinder It as much as possible 
In others also to abstain from Interference with the 
Compan) s factors In matters of merchandise.* 

All that now remained to be done was to obtain the 
royal sanction. This was rcadil) given King James 
approving both the Compan) i» choice of an ambassador 
and the arrangements made for his mission "houlding 
)! a good ground forhim toworkc vpon yf occasion should 
be to trcatew'llh the Spaniards concerning the East Indies, 
or cl*c with the Klem>'ngcs.’* Roc was accordlngl) fur 
nbhed with letters of credence a ro)*al m[sslv*e to the 
Great Mogul **r>d detailed Instructions for his guidance. 
The latter, It may be mentioned Included directions as to 


* The agreement wITt be ftwnd lo Ap^wndii B. The other panl 

calar* hercffcn are from the Cntt/ jl/MK/rr (I O Reoirdt). 
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the reply he was to give if asked why the Portuguese 
aggressions in Asia were not actively resented ; and also 
a recommendation to impress upon the Asiatic monarch, 
“ by way of discourse,” the greatness of King James and 
the naval strength of his kingdom, which “ Maketh vs even 
a Terrour to all other Nations , Concluding all with this 
happmes, that Wee be not onlie absolutelie obeyed but 
vniversally beloued and admyred of all our People 

All being ready, on February 2, 1615, Roe embarked 
with fifteen followers in the Lion at Tilbury Hope" Some 
time was spent in the Downs, and again at Portland, 
waiting for a wind, so that it was March 6 before they 
lost sight of the Lizard The six months’ voyage to Surat 
was uneventful, and to Roe exceedingly tedious Appar- 
ently, in order to satisfy some of the wiseacres of the 
Court, the commanders had been warned not to allow Roe 
to encroach upon their authority, and he found himself, 
therefore, excluded carefully from their deliberations. 
“ I hue to myselfe, as an Alion among the Tribes, as if the 
water were not my element,” he wrote to the Governor of 
the Company MS 6115, f 52) Roe could not help 
feeling and resenting this suspicious attitude, and he was 
consequently in a critical mood for the greater part of the 
voyage He amused himself, however, by taking obser- 
vations on his own account, and making notes of such 
tidings as came to his ears, “ as poore men build their 
howses of reeds and canes for want of timber” The 
situation was, in fact, a delicate one , and with men less 
tactful than Roe and Keeling it might easily have brought 
about a quarrel The latter, however, showed the ambas- 
sador every consideration consistent with obedience to his 
’ ■ — 


^ According to a note among the Bodleian 
which cmbteonS^his 
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fnstnjctionj and Koc ackncwicdfcd In Kandjomc terms 
hts correct bchaxiour 

The ships touchcti at the Cape at the Comoro Islands 
and at Socotra. At the first of these slopplnp places 
the} fell In With the \fnr^rtnfs //c/c, one of the s'cssels 
of Do«*ntons fleet of the prceedlnp >'car no\r on her 
s^'a) back from Sural to hnpland sWlh a ladinp of chlnlrcs 
and Imlifo. She brought nc*r» of Important es-cnls as 
srcll on the Indian coast as at the Mopul Court- Soon 
after Bests departure from Sural as alread} recorded 
Cannln;^ started upon hU mission to the Court- lie 
reached Afpa on April 9, 16IJ and delivered the presents 
ar>d ro}*al letters of «hich he was the bearer But the 
Influence of the Jesuits and of the anti En^jlish part} 
amonjj the nobles prosed paramount the Mojjul and 
his minister disdained to treat with one who b) his owm 
confetsion was mcrcl) a merchant , and Canning; found 
himtelf slighted and hli petitions for a grant of prisilepcs 
and an answer to King Jamess missive Igrwred Six 
sveeks later he was earned off b) sickness, and Thomas 
Kerndge was despatched from Sural to lake his place. I Ic 
experienced an equal!} unfavourable reception Mukarrab 
Khin the former Vicero} of Gujardt to whom he wis 
referred met his representations with complaints of 
Middletons exactions In the Red Sea and with demands 
for compensation The Portuguese agents spent frccl} 
and backed up Ihdr presents b} threats of retaliation 
should the English be permitted access to the trade. “ Tor 
good 8UCCCSSC," wrote Kerridge to Aldwortli, In September, 
1C13 "I hauc smalc hope cxccptl shlppingc come 
this }carc as well to airbc the Portingals as to alTrIght 
this people, u home nolhlngc butt fearc w ill make honest 


‘ O C, No. iio(printctI in /xthrt Arrri’tvrf by the /- /#// 1 

'nl } p. aSi), 
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and he waited only for orders from his superior to abandon 
his fruitless mission Suddenly, however, when the 
prospect appeared most hopeless, an ill-advised move on 
the part of the Portuguese brought about a complete 
change. A native vessel returning from the Red Sea 
with a rich freight was met off Surat by a Portuguese 
fleet , and, in spite of the fact that she was provided 
with the usual pass, she was captured and carried off 
Apparently this was intended to frighten the Mogul into 
dismissing the English intruders , but it was presuming 
too much upon his patience, and the incensed monarch at 
once imprisoned all the Portuguese in his dominions and 
despatched Mukarrab Khin to besiege Dam in At this 
juncture (October, 1614) Downton arrived in Swally Road 
with his fleet — “four gallant shipps with four hundred 
gallant men,” as Aldworth wrote joyfully to Kerndge (0 C, 
No 170) Mukarrab Khin at once applied to the English 
commander for his co-operation against the common 
enemy His credit was involved in the speedy capture 
of Damin, on the fortifications of which his clumsy 
artillery could make no impression , and he was anxious, 
therefore, that the English ships should go “ batter the 
castle” He was willing to promise, in return, any con- 
cessions the English might desire, and he urged with 
much force that the quarrel was really due to the presence 
of their vessels The situation was a difficult one On 
the one hand, the triumph of the Portuguese would un- 
doubtedly mean the exclusion of the English from the 
Mogul s dominions , while their previous attack upon 
Best s fleet seemed a sufficient justification for measures of 
reprisal On the other, Downton’s errand was a peaceful 
one, and he knew that his employers would disapprove 
of his risking their ships and goods by any warlike 
operations which were not absolutely necessary , more- 
over, his commission from the king strictly forbade 
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act< of unprox-oVcd flcalnM »hc I’ortupucsc, 

ami should he aid the InfidcU to caplnrc one of their 
forlrc<<ct, he mu^t expect that hitter complaints t\ould 
be made b) the Spanrth Court, 5o that alike In the 
event of success or failure his position mfpht ticll liccomc 
Jcoous. Downton thouph a capable seaman and a 
painstaking and reliable commander ss'as nalufall) diffi 
dent In matters of this kind while his feeble health 
probab!) had its Innucnce in prc\‘cntlnp him from adqjt 
ing a bold polic) A refusal nas therefore relumed to 
Mukarrab Khins demand and Dosmton made it under 
stood that he should confine himself siricll) to standing 
on the dcfcniuT. Mukarrab KbAn Indignant at thl« 
rcpl), pul for a time c\‘cr) obstacle In the sraj of tlic 
English trade and made overtures to the Dutch at 
Masulipatam Soon however the mlclligcnce that the 
Vioero) of Goa was pfcpannp an armament to attack 
Surat convinced him of the }mpoIic> of dnvongawa> his 
onl) friendj, and he therefore made Aldworth “large 
piomlscj of future pood respect” and paid a \isit to 
Downton to whom he was \‘cf> gracious. A fortnight 
later a icorc of rmall S'cssels — the ad\*ancc guard of 
the Portuguese flotilla— •amsed and these were followed 
shortly after (Januar) 1615) b> the V?ccro> himself wdth a 
formidable arra> Mukarrab Khin intimidated b) these 
forces, and feeling little reliance on English help made 
overtures for peace but fortunatel) the VIccroj conWnced 
that victor) was within his grasp rejected the proferred 
terms as insufllcient The fight that followed has been 
scs’cral times narrated The Fngllsh position amongst the 
sandbank* of the roadstead though it had man) drawback's, 
neutralised to some extent the supcnoril) in numbers of 
the Portuguese. An attempt to carr> the Merchants ffo/>e 
b) boarding was repulsed svitli great loss and flubsc<|ucnt 
cndcav'ours to destroy the English vessels b> means of 
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fireships were frustrated by Downton’s vigilance and 
adroit manoeuvring Finding at last that he could make 
no impression upon his opponent’s fleet, and not daring 
to leave his ships exposed to their attacks while he sent 
his men up the river to attack Surat, the Viceroy was 
forced to abandon the attempt and to retire baffled 
Downton remained until March 2, when the fleet set sail 
the Hope for England, and the rest for Bantam Mean- 
while, William Edwards, the chief of the newly-arrived 
factors, had been despatched to Court with a new letter 
from King James and a fresh batch of presents, in the 
hope that, under altered circumstances, he would succeed 
in obtaining the formal grant of privileges for which 
Kemdge had pleaded in vain 

Such was the intelligence received by Roe at Table Bay, 
There was little more to learn when the ships cast anchor 
in Swally Road (September 18, 1615) Edwards was still 
at Court, where, owing partly to the Mogul’s gratification 
at the presents he brought and partly to the impression 
produced by Downton’s victory, he had met with a very 
promising reception No peace had been concluded, 
though a preliminary agreement between Mukarrab Khdn 
and a Portuguese representative had been submitted to 
the Mogul for ratification, and hostilities were for the 
present suspended Surat was now nominally under the 
rule of Prince Khurram, the Mogul’s favounte son, who 
had committed its government and the care of its rising 
revenues to one of his confidants, named Ziilfikdr Khdn 
The latter, however, was not more favourably inclined 
towards the English than his predecessors , while a powerful 
party at Court, including the Prince and Mukarrab Khdn, 
made no secret of their preference for the Portuguese. 

There was thus ample scope for the abilities of the 
ambassador, whose difficulties commenced from the 
moment of his landing He had wisely determined to 
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take a h^ch tone from the first and to insist upon befn;; 
received with the respect due to hli ofTicc. This 
wis the more nccessar), as hitherto the English repre 
scntatlvTS had made r>o attempt to assert their dignit> 
indeed the latest, Edsi'ards, had “suirered bloucs of the 
porters base Pfons and beene thrust out b> them Mlh 
much scomc by head and shoulders without seeking 
satisfaetjon and earned hlmsclfc with such Com 

placcnc) that hath bredd a low reputation of our Nation* 
A» Sm//h January 24 1616). Small wonder wiis 
It that upon the announcement of the amva! of }xt 
another* ambassador,* making high claim to respect 
the natives “laughd one vpon another* (p. 45X or that 
the Go\*cmor of Surat felt himself at liberty to flout the 
rww^oincr and rifle the merchants goods at his pleasure, 
regardless of protests and threats. Hndlng that no offer 
was made to bribe him into clvlhl),hc threw manifold 
obstacles In the way of the ambassador, and emplo>*ed 
cvety artifice to humiliate and embarrass him The story 
of the contest between the two furnishes most amusing 
reading The \iclor> rested wrllh the Englishman whose 
cool and resolute fence proved more than a match for the 
Oriental cunning of his adversary and when Roc set out 
onhts}oume> to the Court, the Governor humbly desired 
his friendship, and offered him "anything he would 
demand.* 

The situation of the English had, In fact, been changed 
by Roes arrival In a way that completely justified the 
despatch of the embassy Never, perhaps, were his coun 
tryracn so near expulsion from this, their only foothold In 
the Moguls dominioRs — and expulsion would have meant 
reprisals which might well have made an Irreparable 
breach- The draft treat) which was bdng pressed upon 
Jahingfr by the advocates of the Portuguese stipulated 
for the absolute exclusion of the English from all parts of 
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his empire On October i8 arrived 2. farmdn from the 
Prince, ordering “ that the English should dischardge one 
ship and haue a Monthes staye, in trade, but no residences in 
the Towne and although it was afterwards found expe- 
dient to disavow these instructions, there can be no doubt 
that they were issued, and would in other circumstances 
have been obeyed Roe, nothing daunted, resolved to 
hasten his journey to Court, and to ascertain from the king 
himself whether he was disposed to meet the reasonable 
demands of the English If not. Roe would “ retume to our 
shipes with expedition, having aduertised the Mogull That 
as he was Lord of his owne land and might doe his 
pleasure, and had forsaken the amytie of a Prince who had 
desired yt in faire and Honorable tearmes, for the Por- 
tugalls who made him tributary, to his eternall dishonor,^ 
So he would fynd by experience the king my Master 
would be lord of all these seas and Ports to the prejudice 
of his subjects, in spight of those in whom he now trusted” 
(P 75) Fortunately, this extreme measure was not 
required The news that a real ambassador from the 
English king had arrived with presents roused the curio- 
sity and cupidity of Jahdngi'r himself, and a letter of 
reproof to the Governor was followed by a safe-conduct 
for Roe, “ in all things very fauourable (except chardges),” 
which made his opponent look “ very blancke ” and enabled 
ambassador to quit Surat in triumph 

arrived at Ajmere on December 23, 1615, the 
journey having taken close upion two months On his 
way up country, he paid a visit at Burhanpur to Sultan 
Parwiz, the Moguls second son, who \yas nominally in 
command of the army operating against the forces of the 
Deccan kings , and from him Roe obtained a fannan 
authorising the English to establish a factory in that city 
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Thcjoumc> made Jn mach discomfort At Burhdn 
pur rc\‘cr laid hold of the ambassador and shortly after 
hi5 departure thence, for two nlphts (he wrote) " I was 
soc ncarc death that m) ownc compan> gauc me oucr 
but God raysed me a little" to Kotltng Add! MS 
On 5 C64). fc.\*cn when he had reached the Court (“with 
as much dain(;cr of da) I) death os cticr an) man did being 
earned all the w*ay of m) loum) and soc la)cd In my 
bed ), a whole week he la) prostrate, and It was not 
until January 10, tdtd that he w*as able to present himself 
at the darhdr^ 

The monarch to whom he was now Introduced is known 
to history by the high sounding title of Jahingfr (** World 
Grasper," or “ Conqueror of the World "X He had been on 
the throne of Hindustan a little more than ten )cars 
having succeeded his father the great Akbar in J605 
Some charactcmtlcs were common to both father and 
son— the love of hunting and other sports, the painstaking 
administration of justice, the considerate bcanng towards 
strangers — but in other respects there was a great contrast 
between them. Of Akbars administrative ability as of 
his military skill Jahinglrhad not a trace. Both monarchs 
Interested themselves in religious discussions , but while 
Akbar had been actuated by a sincere desire to find a 
faith which should reconcile the dashing tenets of the 
creeds around him — “a temple neither pagod mosque nor 
church " — ^Jahingfr though even In drink he would “dispute 
of the lawes of Moses, Jesus and Mahomett," felt but a 


^This illness was but tbe foreninner of rruoy olhen that adHcted 
him duHop bb tuy io IndiL Utde U said upon tbe sabject in 
w Jocrnii, but h is roeutioned from time to t me In hri piivale 
Ktteii, and the many rexaikxis of his mbsion were serioosiy appm 
by this constant fU^heatth. Few more melancholy sentences 
•w e»er written than that quoted on p. 343 ** I was not borne to 
a Ufa smooth and easy i all my actkms woe beene mbigied with 
CTossa and mbbei, that I might rather say I wrestled then walked 
toaard my Grauc. 
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languid interest in such questions, and his tolerance was 
the outcome not of reason but of indiflcrcncc What in 
the father had been the eager workings of a mind desirous 
of embracing and utilising information of all kinds, became 
in the son a childish curiosity which (as evinced in his 
extraordinar)’’ diary) found as much satisfaction in watching 
the birds of his aviary, or counting the number of cups of 
wine he drank, as in hearing of the weightiest matters of 
state But, on the whole, despite his drunkenness, his 
occasional lapses into cruelty, his weak-minded submission 
to the influence of his wife and of his favourite son, the, 
portrait of JaMngir draN\n by Roc is not unfavourable 
He was uniformly kind and courteous to the ambassador, 
and his gracious behaviour on this occasion greatly 
pleased and encouraged Roc, who notes evultantly that he 
was treated “ wuth more fauour and outw ard grace then 
euer w'as show'cd to any Ambassador, eyther of the Turke 
or Persian or other whatsoeuer” It is evident that the 
king was favourably impressed by Roe’s demcanoui* , and, 
indeed, his attitude during the whole period of the latter’s 
stay in the country showed his personal esteem and liking 
for the ambassador, combined, it must be owned, with a 
total indifference to the objects of his mission 

But however well-disposed the monarch himself might 
be, Roe soon found that there were other persons to be 
reckoned witb whose good-w'ill it was not so easy to 
secure The Conqueror of the World was the slave of a 
woman — ^his consort, Nur Mahil, or Nur Jahdn, as she 
was afterw^ards styled Her father, Itimdd-uddaula, and 
her brother, Asaf Khdn, had a large share m the adminis- 
tration of affairs , while her niece (Asaf Khdn’s daughter) 
was the w'lfc of SultAn Khurram, the Mogul’s favourite 
son, w'ho afterwards succeeded to the throne under the title 
of Shah Jahan All these personages were at this time in 
close alliance, their special aim being to strengthen the 



INTRODUCTION 


xWi 

princes Influence and advance his Interests af^ainst those of 
his elder brothers — Sutt 4 n Khusru who smcc his rebellion 
(1606) had been kept a close prisoner, nnd Suitjin Panv/z, 
who (as already stated) w'as nom{nall> In command of the 
armv In the Deccan.* Unfortunately Roc did not at first 
pcfccn'c or else failed to estimate corrccll), the strength 
of the pow'cr behind the throne. Confident In the good 
will of the king he hoped to oTCirldc, if necessary, all 
opposition and the parsimony exercised b> the Court In 
his stock of presents contrasting ulth the laiish supply 
sent with his predecessor, clTcctually prexonted him from 
making friends In the onl> way friends could be made at 
the Mogul Court E\cn for the king himself Roc had to 
draw upon his oun slender store, and he n'as absolute!) 
destitute of presents fit to be oflered to the Queen orsufli 
dent to satisfy the inordinate expectations of her brother* 
To the Pnnee he paid a visit of compliment and delivered 
a present, though not In the name of his Majestic, it bceing 
too mcane but at the first Interview he hinted an Inten 
tion of appealing to the Mogul if speedy satisfaction were 
not given for the wrongs suffered at Surat The veiled 


' “Asaph Chan did expect some ipeat present for him lelfe and 
wC Qneent as I voderttood i and as be U the Cheefesl man with the 
hyiy too IS be hi faction with Soltan Coroone (wbo hath maned 
hts oanshter), and Norman the beloocd wife of the Kyn^ it sister to 
Asaph Chan. So they are hocked toj;eaihcr pweme the Kvbk and 
carw boilnes that no CompUyot should be made wberbjr the Kynj; 
nulfht be anpry with Soltan Coroone.*--A<v /# the Comhtvty Janoary 
25, \(3\ii{Ad^ US iiwi t 71X 

, * "For present*, 1 baue none, jor *0 roeane that they are woone 
mtt none so that I bane resolued to piue none, for the hut yean 
bbermlrtye ao^roulsHm of the Company was tuen a* I can no 
*aTeqoa]L Tberfore 1 answer all the Great ones I comefrom Kynt 
to Kynp f>ot to present euery man, bat to demand lustice for the 
inmne* and insolenCTesofler^ bis Majesties iubiects {RMtoKtebne 
Janoary 13, i 6 i 6 : AMI SfS 61 15, £65). 

. ® earliCT letter yanaarr 1, 1616 thfd.). Roe told Keehng that 

w had sent Asaf Khto **a rfngc to maice aqoayntance (not os 
P^^entjbat In kmc),* but it had been retumed as too poore of 
! yett dJd the Kings stone Cutter rate it at 400 n/pyti" 
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threat was hardly likely to be palatable to the Prince, 
whose “proud nature” is especially noted by Roc, and 
whose prepossession against the English mission had pro- 
bably been increased by the representations of Zulfikar 
Khdn, and the complaints from the Surat officials, not only 
of the loss of trade caused by the exclusion of the Por- 
tuguese, but also of the riotous behaviour of the English 
seamen 

For the present, however, no animosity was shown, and 
Roe set about his negotiations with great hope of success 
One of the earliest objects of his solicitude had been the 
attitude of the Portuguese As long as such attacks as 
those of 1612 and 1615 were possible, it was necessary to 
keep the whole of the English fleet at Surat for one ship’s 
lading, at an expense of time and money which seriously 
reduced the profits of the trade Could Roe have had his 
way, the challenge of the past year at Swally would have 
been answered at Goa, for “ the offensiue (he wrote to 
the Company) is both the nobler and the safer part” (p 99) 
But his present errand was one of peace, and he had 
therefore, while still at Surat, addressed a letter to 
the Viceroy (couched, it is true, in somewhat impe- 
rious terms) offering him “ comprisure ” in the intended 
treaty with the Mogul, and threatening reprisals if the 
1 ortuguese persisted in their hostility The letter was 
ignored , but gradually the question lost its urgency 
The conclusion of peace (in a very informal fashion) be- 
tween the natives and the Portuguese and the resump- 
tion of commerce dissipated Roe’s dream of joint action 
against the Viceroy’s forces , the latter, crippled by want 
of>^ supplies from home, attacked in the West by the 
Icrsians, in the East by the Dutch, could initiate no 
vigorous action against the intruders at Surat, while 
the English had gained all that was pressingly wanted, 
when thev were no longer actively molested. For past 



INTRODUCTION 


xix 

offences, they rc\cngcd themscUTS on the I’ortupucsc 
shipping whenever an opportunity occurred , and perhaps 
they were not altogether sorry that “the warr was left 
open for both at sea “ (p. gC\ and thus a legitimate cxoxsc 
provided for prize taking 

As a1rcad> slated, the authontlcs at Goa made no 
response to Koe s pe r e m ptory summons , but he had still 
to feel their Influence at Court At his first Interview with 
the Prince, the latter had promised him “a fimtaen for 
Suratt effectually •** when howc\*cr, the document was 
received It was found to be contingent on Rocs signature 
of an undertaking to allow the Portuguese vessels to trade 
at that port without molestation To this the ambassador 
refused to agree partly because he feared a treacherous 
attack If the Portuguese ships were allowed to ndc among 
the English and parti) because he deemed It dishonouring 
to give such an undertaking unless a similar assurance 
was required from the Viceroy To the refusal It was 
answered he "should then hauc no JirtHtun for Suratt,*" 
and an appeal to the good offices of Asaf Khin led to the 
discovery that he was “ the oulhor of this dculce and an 
earnest disputer for the reasonablcncs thcroC" Roc was 
for a while irresolute as to his best course of action , but 
after waiting some Dme, and making several Ineffectual 
attempts to obtain his desire he dclcrmlncd to bring the 
matter to the notice of the King The result was not alto- 
gether fortunate, A preliminary conversation regarding 
the cunosities which the English could bnng cxdtcd the 
Mogufs cupidity, and on bearing the ambassadors vague 
reference to wrongs which, If unremedied would force them 
to quit the trade, he " grew suddenly Into Cholcr pressing 
to IcfKmr who had wronged vs, with such show of fur> that 
I was loath to follow yt." Roe attempted to appease him 
by saying (through his bungling Interpreter) that be would 
*cck justice from the Prince but Jahingfr conceived that 
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he was accusing the latter, and, calling for his son, rated 
him soundly in the presence of the Court With the aid 
of a Persian nobleman, Roe succeeded in making his 
meaning clear, and an animated discussion then took place 
between him and “the Portugalles syde,” in which (he 
says) “ I explayned myselfe fully concerning them , and 
wee wear very warme” At last Asaf Khdn inter- 
posed to quiet the dispute, and it was agreed that the 
ambassador should submit his demands in writing, “and 
if they were found reasonable the king would firme them ” 
This arrangement opened the way to a proposal by 
which Roe hoped to place the position of his countrymen 
on a safe and lasting basis, and at the same time to avoid 
these dangerous controversies with the Prince, by obtaining 
a general concession, which would apply to Surat as to 
any other ports where the English might settle, and which, 
as emanating from the Mogul himself, could not be 
overridden by any lesser authority Farmdns, however 
favourable, were of little use , they were partial in their 
application, being, in most cases, a definite order to some 
particular official , and they were liable to be superseded 
at any moment by fresh commands in a contrary sense 
What the ambassador desired was something of a more 
permanent nature — a solemn treaty between his royal 
master and the Great Mogul, securing definite privileges 
to the English merchants, and binding “ the high and 
mighty king of India ” to the due and faithful performance 
of its conditions Such a treaty — intended, in fact, to be 
on a par with the “ capitulations ” obtained by the European 
nations in Turkey Roe now drew up and presented for 
consideration It provided for the free access of the 
English to all ports belonging to the Great Mogul, includ- 
ing those of Bengal and Sind, and the fiee passage of 
their goods without payment of any duty beyond the 
usual customs, they were to be allowed to buy and sell 
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frccl) to rent factories, to hire boats and carts, and to 
bu) proMsronsal the unial rates, uhllc other articles ncrc 
directed ajjainsl the confiscation of the effects of deceased 
factors, the obnoxious claim to search the persons of the 
merchants on pomp ashore the opening of presents 
Intended for the king dela)'s In the custom house, and 
other similar abuses. On the part of the TngHsh Roc 
u-as Willing to engage that lhe> shoiild not molest the 
ships of other nations "except the encm>*c 5 of the said 
English, or an) other that shall seckc to Injure them" 
and that Ihdr factors, while residing ashore, should 
"behaue ihcmscU-es peaceabi) and CluHI) that they 
should do their best to procure rantics for the Great 
Mogul and should furnish him (upon pa) ment) with an) 
goods or "furniture of s^-arr" that he could rcasonabl) 
desire and that the) should assist him against "any 
Encm) to the Common Peace." The Portuguese were to 
be admitted to "enter Into the said Peace and leaugc" 
should the) be Hilling, but If the) did not do so ulthln 
sjx months the English were to be permitted to treat 
them as enemies and make war upon them at sea " H-lthout 
^y offence to the said great King of India." 

This scheme for "a good and perfect louc, leaugc and 
peace to endure for cucr" H'as referred by the Mogul to Asaf 
Khin through whom all business relating to the English 
had to pass. After some demur he appeared to appitn'c 
the draft, at least with some \crbal amendments, and 
meeting the English cn\0) one da) at the tfaridr he told 
him that the articles " were read) for the scale." 

Meanwhile fresh matter for controvtrs) had arrived In 
the shape of the long-expected particulars from Surat of 
the sums extorted by the local offiaals, cspcdtlly by the 
Zulfikdr Khin who had been recalled to Court 
m consequence of Roc % complaints, but " with our goodcs 
extorted by force [had] made his Peace" (p, 157^ These 
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statements wete sent to Asaf K.hdn, who as usual promised 
complete satisfaction Seeing, however, no sign of progress, 
Roe took the Prince “some powrfull wyne and in the 
strength therof desired lusticc ” He received " an open 
promise for effectual satisfaction ” upon all points, except 
the infliction of personal punishment on the Governor, a 
demand which he found it would be wiser to forgo ; and 
so he went home “ well Content with this, it beeing the 
best Morning that euer wee had in India." Within a few 
days the Prince had signed two fanndns, one authorising 
the residence of the English at Surat and their free passage 
inland, the other ordering redress for the abuses they had 
suffered These Roe gladly received, and despatched to 
Surat 

Matters went on quietly for another month, which was 
passed for the most part in negotiations over the sum 
claimed by Roe from Zulfikdr Khdn in repayment of his 
exactions After much haggling, the latter offered 17,000 
mamiidis in full discharge but Roe, acting on the infor- 
mation supplied to him from Surat, rejected this as insuffi- 
cient Later on he was mortified to discover that the 
account sent up by the factors was incorrect, and that the 
amount offered in settlement was after all a reasonable one 
No opportunity was lost, either, of pressing Asaf Khdn for 
the signature of Roe’s “ articles from the King, which were 
of most consequence ” but the minister, while full of 
promises and artful excuses, seemed determined to delay 
matters indefinitely 

Soon Roe’s prospects grew still more gloomy The 
Mog^l, finding that no more presents were forthcoming, 
had lost interest in the demands of his foreign visitor , 
the^ Prince, already irritated by the relentless way in 
which his favourite was being pursued, was still more 
angered by some scenes at Court over an English runaway, 
in which he had been entirely discomfited * and, to crown 
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all some Portuguese merchants who had arrixTd "with 
man) ranet)‘cs to sell the kinc Presents 

from the Vixcroj of Goa," had made handsome gifts 
to Asaf Kh4n and other tnfluential persons, nnd were 
con^cquenll) in hJgh favour The English "were for a 
tyme eclipsed " and the general attitude of the courtiers 
temards the new-comers ga\x Roc food for deep reflection 
On June i he was Informed b) a message from Asaf 
Khin that, upon the complaint of the Prince the King 
had forbidden him to present himself at Court , and 
hints were not wanting that some of the Pnnccs turbulent 
soldiery might take occasion to revenge his open braving 
of Ihdr chief Nothing daunted Roc assumed a careless 
attitude. The threat of violence he treated with scorn , 
while to Asaf Khin s oflers of help provnded he would 
compound with ^ulflkir Khin, he replied that he would 
not “giue awa) the Compan>'C3 Monny for good lookes 
The world vs*as w) de enough wx gott not soc much b> 
this trade as wee uxuld bu> it with loo much Iniurjx," 
he would await the kings answxr a few days longer, 
"and according!) cylhcr rcsoluc of longer residence or 
prepare to retyre m)sclfc and my Nation tow’ard our 
Port to seeke better cntcrtaynmcnL" 

Roe was, m fact, seriously considering the advisability of 
thus bringing matters to a dcasivx Issue, when the solu 
tion of the deadlock came from an unexpected quarter 
MukanrabKhin hitherto an enemy of the English thinking 
he saw a chance of currying favour with them " In hope of 
the first sight of rarctyes from England " took an oppor 
tunity of telling the Mogul the reason why the English 
envoy came no more to Court Jahinglr promptly denied 
having Issued any order for his exclusion and desired 
Mukanrab Khin to Inform him to that effect Roes new 
fnend was most anxious that he should rely upon him 
rather than upon Asaf Khdn , but the ambassador know 
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mg the power of the latter, judged it unwise to break with 
him, and accordingly accepted with seeming cordiality the 
assurances of friendship which Asaf Khdn made to him 
on hearing of Mukarrab Khdn’s overtures The mourning 
caused by the death of a favourite granddaughter of the 
Mogul delayed Roe’s audience, but on June 25 he pre- 
sented himself at Court, and “ was receiued by the King 
after the ould manner, no difference, without taking any 
Notice of my absence,” Negotiations were resumed, all 
the more urgently because Ziilfikdr Khdn was soon to 
depart with the Prince for the Deccan war By July 9 
an agreement had been reached , but this was followed by 
fresh evasions and delays, and it was not until August 5 
that Roe was able to record that “ this long and trouble- 
some busmes is finished ” The full amount demanded 
had not been obtained, but the loss was trifling , and to 
have forced the favourite of the all-powerful Prince to 
disgorge his exactions was a notable success for English 
diplomacy, and a salutary warning to other Governors 
The Prince seemed to have forgotten his resentment, and 
treated the ambassador with reasonable civility. Even 
the “propositions for priuiledges” were said to have been 
acceded to , and a fresh proposal from Roe that the English 
should pay a yearly sum of Rs 12,000 m satisfaction of all 
customs due from them at Surat (p 210) was courteously 
debated, though m the end it was allowed to drop From 
the King himself he “ neuer receiued so much grace and 
fauour . as at this tyme, which all men tooke notice off 
and accordingly altered their fashions toward” him(p 212), 
and Asaf Khdn was full of “complements of frendship 
and loue” 

A characteristic incident lightens the pages of the 
Journal at this point Roe had presented to Jahdngfr 
a choice miniature, painted by Isaac Oliver, which gave 
him extreamc content," and, “ confident that noe man in 
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Indh could cquall jt** the arntwssador had agreed to a 
wager that he would be able lo distinguish It from an> 
copies the Court painters could produce. When houocr, 
the matter came to the test he found that the mlK'c artists 
had succeeded bc)*ond expectation and It was onl> with 
dilTicuIt> that he wa^s able " to disceme uhich was which." 
ThcKingwas " \*cf3 merry and Io}fu{) and craked like a 
Northern man"(p. 525 X !!c Insisted on the ambassador 
presenting the painter \Wth a suitable reward gave Koc 
his choice of the copies that had been made, " lo shouc in 
h ngland wee arc not so Ynsklllfoll as y‘w cstcemc vs and, 
asa further mark of favour presented him with his portrait 
August brought fresh matter for the exercise of Roes 
diplomacj for news came that a Dutch ship had 
arrived at Surat, and that her crew spoke of a further 
fleet expected from Molland. It was clear!) to the 
interest of the 1 ngllsh to get rid of these troublesome 
competitors ** who would both out present out bnbe, and 
out bu) VT« In all things" (p 228) >ct Roc was unwilling 
for man) reasons to shmv open hostlllt) more cspcciall) 
as the arguments he had used against the Rortuguese 
monopol) would then be turned against hlmsclC In 
gcniousl) If somewhat disingenuousi) he endeavoured to 
compass his object by Instilling Into the minds of Asaf 
Khdn and the Prince n suspicion that the real object of 
the Dutch was to plunder native shipping In revenge for 
Injuries prcviousl) sustained at Surat and Ilurh-Inpur that 
In any ease they would be disorderly and unruly “so that 
If his highnes could be qulcltly ndd of them it were a 
happincs and case to him" (p. 236). The intnguc was not 
entirely successful The fear that If repulsed the Dutch 
would retaliate by capturing the ships then due from the 
Red Sea Inducctl the native authorities to permit them 
to leave a few factors, with a slock of merchandise, at 
Surat "vntill the Princes answcrc and resolution w-crc 
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knowTie and the footing thus obtained was made good 
in Januan*, i6rS,uhen a deputation w-aited upon Jahangir 
and the Fnnce at Ahmadabad, and obtained a grant of 
privdleges " vpon as good tearmes almost as wee" (pp 459, 

Five months had now passed since Roe had presented 
for consideration the details of his proposed treat}*. He 
had made even.* effort to obtain its ratification. }*ct no 
answer — either \*ea or nav — had been returned. Urged 
to action b\* the approach of the new fleet from England, 
he resolved to wait no longer for this general concession, 
but to secure at least a temporal}* grant from the Prince, 
"whose Pert wee were att. and with whom was our 
greatest busines.” His overtures were vv*ell received. 
Stipulating onb* that "whatsoeuer tov^es came to bee 
sould might be first showed to him.'' the Prince agreed 
to all the pri\*ilcges demanded, and a ftrr*v.fx embocN-ing 
these was ordered to be drawn and sealed without delay. 
Thus the immediate necessities of the English were pro- 
\*ided for. and the incoming fleet might safclv* land their 


goods and drive their trade without fear of the hindrances 
and abuses which their predecessors had suffered. 

Meanwhile. renew*ed tokens of the Mcgul's esteem had 
rouseo fresh hopes in Roes breast. At the b^inning of 
September, Jahangir celebrated his birthday with great 


pomp, ^^^th his usual considerateness he had ordered 
that the English envoy should be invited to witness the 
ceremony of weighing the monarch against gold and 
other things ; but. owing to a mistake of the messenger. 
Roe attended at the wrong timp "and soe missed the 
sight. In the evening, however, after he had retired to 


res„ he was sent for in great haste. A few days previous!}*, 
he had incautiously shown the Rings painter, "for the 
alts sake, a miniature he had. depicting — ^if we guess 
lad}* whom he had espoused prior to 
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his dq»nure from £n{*land The new* had reached the 
Moguls cars, ami he was all agog to see the mlnlatarc, 
thinking probabi) , that It had been purpose!) kept from 
hii sight lest he should expect to be presented with It 
Roc found him "silting crossc lepgd on a Htllc throne, 
all cladd in diamondcs Pearles and rubjos his 

NobilitjT about him In their best equipage, whom hec 
Commanded to drinck frohquel), seuerall w}ncs standing 
b> in great flagons," The miniature was no sooner seen 
than ccncted and the ambassador, after a faint resistance, 
was forced to present IL* He was then asked to Join 
in celebrating the annircrsar>, and, after he had pledged 
the monarch in some svine, was invited to accept the 
gold cup, with cm*cr and stand, In which it had been 
served Jahingfrt gracious demeanour on this occasion 
(he "sent me woord hce more esteemed mcc than cuer any 
Francke which his PuWique and many graces I 
found presently in the fashion of all his NoWhtyt") cn 
couraged Roc to press Asaf Khin for the signature of 
the desired "articles," "assunng him his Malcstic could 
giue race no present so acceptable,'" and Asaf Khin 
promised to meet his wishes without delay 

Two di>*s later the answer arrived , but it was far from 
being the one he expected “ I rccaued my Articles back 
from Asaph chan who tookc itpw att last many exceptions, 
and margined them with his Pen in most Insolent sort, 
scorning that any man should article att all , saying it was 
sufficient for mee to recdue a Jirwaai from the Prince, who 
was lord of Suratt, and for lycence to trade at any other 
Port, of Rengala or Syndu it should ncucr be granted , 
but in Conclusion pretended the length and forme to be 
such as would offend the king Some Articles hee con 

‘ JaWnjfr declared that, u Roc »o Talced the mlolaturc, It iboold 
w retBiued after copies had been takeo j hot there If nothmf to show 
that thb was done. 
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sented too, and to them, beeing reducd to the forme of a 
Urmacti, hee would procure yt sealed ” This reply appears 
to have taken Roe by surprise , yet, after all, there was 
small cause for astonishment Quite apart from the fact 
that a concession of the kind desired was quite repugnant 
to Oriental ideas of sovereignty,^ there were other reasons 
which placed it out of the question As Roe at once saw, 
the mam objection was that the articles were so drawn 
“ that I should nott much neede the Prince, and if wee 
disliked wee might refuse his Gouerment” It was a 
point of honour with Khurram that his administration of 
Surat should not be interfered with , and he and his 
supporters were resolved that nothing should be granted 
which would in any way lessen his authority As for the 
English demand for leave to frequent other ports, this, it 
was feared, would involve a diminution of the customs of 
Surat , and it threatened, besides, to extend to Bengal and 
Sind the dissensions between the rival European nations 
which had already worked so much mischief in GujarAt 
Perhaps, too, we may add a further consideration — that 
It was held to be derogatory that the Mogul should sign a 
treaty with the representative of an obscure and distant 
country, especially on matters relating almost entirely to 
trade "Ncythcr will this overgrowne Eliphant,” wrote 
the ambassador bitterly, *' descend to Article or bynde 
himsclfc reciprocally to any Prince vpon terms of 
Equalcty, but only by way of fauour admitt our stay 
so long as it either likes him or those that Goucriic 


The Mogul, says Tcrr>’, ‘ sometimes by his Fimiauns or letters 
pi ent will grant some particular thing unto single or divers persons 
an presently after will contradict those grants by other letters, 
xcusing himself thus that he is a great and an absolute King, and 
therefore must not be tied unto any thing , which if he were, he said 
"‘I* ® what he promised was 

«r K w'ould not be tied to a certain performance 

ptomiie Therefore, there can be no dealing with this King 
po er> sure terms, who will say and unsay, promise and deny ” 
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him" tc the Cngttsk Amhassnder rtf Censtnnttneple 

21, 1617 AdAt 6115 f 207I Indeed 
thenr nothing more ^Irlklnj; to a piwmtKiay reader 
than the irtdKTcrcncc tovrnrdi ^o^opca^5 di<pIa>Td b) 
the KlnR and hi* minister*. Jah-lni*lri memoir* while 
dul) chronicling the anlral of missions from I’crsn and 
other nclfjhbounnp coanincs. and mlnulel) nolinfj many 
trivial details make no direct allusion to the 1 nglish 
ambassador fhouf^h Jahinf^fr himself was courteous 
and conudente his son did not conceal his contempt 
for the forcifpi traders while Asaf Kh;(ns masterful 
Insolence — as here exemplified — was cquall) IiartI to 
endure. In point of fact, to the sovercl(pi of Illndust-in 
there were onl) two other monarchs who could even 
pretend to an equalit) with himself— the Persian Shdh 
and the still more distant ruler of Constantinople and Its 
dependencies.* The kinp of the Dcctan ma) be left out 
of the account for thc> were looked upon as little more 
than rev'otted \'a\sals of the throne of Delhi That the 
Franks should *cnd an ambassador to the Imperial Court 
was b) no means unw'clcome as a tnbulc to Its splendour 
and (ame but that they should seriously claim to treat on 
terms of cquallt> with the Great Mopul was not to be 
thought of Moreov'cr It must not be forgotten that the 
Portuguese and their agents had systematically belittled the 
English monarch and his representatives and thanks to 
them It WTLs perfectly understood at the Mogul Court 
that Koc wes vrorking in the Interests of a handful of 
English traders — a profession which the Moguls held In 
great contempt , and had there bccri any doubt in the 

1 One dty at Mandil Jahiogfr ssiced to be ibown, in an atlas 
pmemed by Hoc, the represenUtUm of hb own dominions \ bat 
fiodloy h by no means correspondent to hh erpcciatkmi, ** he teemed 
to beaUttk troubled, aod retnreed tbe rolumo to the ambassador 
Ip- 417). 
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matter, it would have been dissipated by the continual 
representations which the ambassador s position forced 
him to make to secure the payment of debts due to the 
merchants Bearing these considerations in mind, we 
shall have little difficulty in comprehending the reasons 
of Roe’s failure. He had, indeed, been plainly warned 
by Asaf Khdn, only eight days after he had presented 
them, that his demands “were vnrcasonable and Could 
not be signed ,” but his confidence in the King’s favour 
had buoyed him up with hopes of success For a time 
the minister — partly on account of Jahdng/r’s partiality 
towards his visitor, partly in hopes of personal profit — 
seems to have avoided undeceiving him , and, with all 
the cunning of Oriental statecraft, he repeatedly led the 
ambassador to believe that his demands were on the 
point of being granted Now, at last, when apparently 
Roe had brought himself to solicit the desired privileges 
from the Prince, Asaf Khdn endeavoured to clench the 
matter by plainly showing him that only in that quarter 
could his desires be obtained, and that his only course 
was to “ depend wholy’’ on the favour of Khurram 

For a moment, Roc was at a loss what to do Though 
filled with anger at Asaf Khdn’s duplicity, he “ durst not 
yet leaue him, nor take notice of his falshood ” He felt 
that he “had a woolfe by the eares and that there was 
no alternative but submission, at least for the present 
Pretending to be unaware of the true reasons of the mini- 
ster’s behaviour, he “seemed only to apprehend his dis- 
like of the lenght and Phrase ’’ So he re-drew his demands 
not, be it noted, in the form of a treaty, but in that of 
^farmdn to be accorded by the king — in shorter and more 
general terms , omitting, too, all mention of the Portu- 
guese. But all was to no purpose. Asaf Khdn returned 
answer “ that absolutly hee would procure nothing sealed 
that any way Concerned the Princes Gouerment that I 
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should only expect from him what wee desired, whose 
fimuuns were sulTicicnt*' Temporarily, at all events it 
was necessary to be content with the Princes grant which 
met the present needs. For a general concession Roc 
notes, ** I am resolued to vse the Pnnee, and doubt not 
to effect that by him which hlmsetfc hith Crossed and 
resisted." 

For the present therefore, the English envoy was forced 
to fall back on the nVe of spectator and certainly there 
was no lack of Interesting sights. All the city u'as In a 
stir at the prospect of the early removal of the Court 
Sultin Parwfa, whose want of success against the Deccan 
forces had led to his recall approached A^mcrc only to be 
ordered to Bengal In disgrace, after a v'ain attempt (frus- 
trated by Nur Mahil) to see his father In the hope of 
rcconaliation and Prince Khumim was preparing mlh 
all pomp to take his place. The destination of the King 
himself was kept a profound secret but it was guessed 
and (as the c^xnt proved) guessed correctly that his 
intention was to move southwards to Mand6 to counte 
nance his sons operations in the Deccan. In the carl> 
part of October Abdala Khin the late \ iceroy of Gujarlt, 
arrived at Court as a prisoner "In Countcrfait humiliation " 
but was pardoned and taken again into favour at the inter 
cession of the Pnnee, to whom his military abilities 
promised to be of great assistance. On the same day 
came two ambassadors from the Deccan Princes to treat 
of peace, at the Instigation (it was rumoured) of the Mogul 
general, who had no wish to sec Kburram take command 
of his forces. Jahingir however, referred them to hu son 
who, anxious that he should not lose ** the honor of finijih 
Ing that warr ” refused to listen to an> overtures imtil he 
had taken the held. To set the seal upon the Moguls 
exaltation of Khurram at the expense of his brothers, 
the unfortunate Khusru, after a little difficulty was made 
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over to the custody of Asaf KhAn— a transfer which was 
looked upon as a piesage of his speedy death Shortly 
afterwards, an ambassador from Persia arrived in great 
state, with an equipage and an array of presents beside 
which those brought by Roe seemed indescribably scanty 
and mean The English envoy consoled himself, however, 
with the reflection that the new-comer did not experience 
so favourable a reception, and “ had in nothing more grace, 
in many thmges not so much ” as he had had In himself 
the Persian “ appeared rather a I ester or lugler then a 
Person of any grauety, running vp and downe ” when 
presenting his master’s gifts, “ and acting all his woordcs 
like a mimick Player ” His servility much disgusted Roe, 
but It pleased the Mogul, who gave him 20,000 rupees to 
defray his expenses, and treated him with great favour 
In the meantime, news had arrived that the English 
fleet, under the command of Captain Pepwell, had cast 
anchor at Swally On the way out, a return blow had 
been dealt at the Portuguese for their attacks upon Best 
and Downton Near the Comoro Islands a large carrack 
bound for Goa was overtaken and drawn into a conflict 
After a hot fight, in which the English commander, Cap- 
tain Joseph, was slain, and his successor (Pepwell) danger- 
ously wounded, the Portuguese vessel was forced ashore, 
where her crew abandoned and burnt her This news 
Roc lost no time in conveying to the Mogul, who seemed 
to rejoice at the English victory “ and to applaud the 
valor of our Nation, but fell off to What hath the king 
sent mce ? Roe assured him that “ many Curious toyes ” 
had been brought for presentation to His Majesty, and 
asked to be furnished with letters “ for the Comming of 
these presentes without search, and for the good vsadg of 
our 1 eoplc JahAngfr replied that “ the Port was his 
sonns, but he directed the latter to give the requisite 
ordcis, and Khurrain “piofcsscd and promised all 
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reasonable CcmlcnL" “This," commented the ambassador, 
" IS the strength of Ncv. Presentes.** 

One Inadent should not be omitted The letters 
ncwl> received directed Roc to obtain, if possible the 
cession of a safe port >\lth permission to fortify Upon 
his afTi\'al he had quite concurred In the ad\’antagc of 
such a plan (p 94) but a ^'Cars experience hod made 
him change his opinion. lie uas "sure of refusal) ** and 
was equal!) confident "that to be dcn>cd yt is for our 
advanUgc." btill he felt bound not onI> to prefer the 
request but to do so in the wa) most likely to procure 
a compliance udth it He addressed himself therefore, 
to the Pnnee, pretending a fear that the Portuguese uould 
retaliate upon both English and natives for their late 
disaster, and offering If the grant w’cre made, to undertake 
the na\'al defence of the coast and of the Red Sea Imnic. 
As he expected his proposal was instantly rejected 
Khurram • answered aith scome that his father nor hcc 
needed not our assistance he ment not warr uith the 
Portugall for our sakes ncythcr would cucr dehucr any 
fort to vs and when Roc attempted to prefer the same 
request to the King Asaf Khin absolutely refused to put 
the matter to his master 

Writing to the Company at this time (p. 345^ Ro® 
reviewed his year’s work and its results. "For the settling 
your trahque here,** he said, " 1 doubt not to affect any 
reasonable desier My Crcdltt Is suilicjcnt with the King, 
and your force will alway bynd him to Constancy 
Articles of treaty on equal! tcarmes I cannot effect want 
of Presents disgraced mec. But jTt by Pciccs I hauc 
gotten as much as I desird at once. I haue rccouercd all 
bribes, extortions, debts made and taken before my tyme 
till this day or at least an Honorable composition. But 
when I deliuer the Next guiftes to the MogoU, m the 
Princes absence, I will sett on anew for a formal! contract 

d 
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I Will settle your trade here secure with the King, 
and reduce it to order if I may be heard ” But, this done, 
It would be unnecessary to keep an English representative 
at Court ‘'An Ambassador hues not in fitt honor,” he 
wrote , “ I could sooner dye then be subiect to the slaueryc 
the Persian is content with A meaner Agent would among 
these proud Moores better effect your busines . . .1 haue 

moderated it according to my discretion, but with a swolne 
hart and a native agent with a salary of a thousand 
rupees a year, with a subordinate at Surat, would “ effect 
all ” Projects of “ ayding the Mogoll or waffing his subiects 
into the Redd Sea,” of obtaining the grant of a fortified 
port, ^nd of increasing the number of English settlements, 
were set aside as impracticable , “ it is not Number of 
Ports, factoryes and residences that will profitt you , they 
will encrease chardge, but not recompence it” Against 
an extravagant and aggressive policy he solemnly warned 
the Company “ A warr and trafique are incompatible By 
my consent, you shall no way engage your selues but 
at sea, wher you are like to gayne as often as to loose It 
IS the beggenng of the Portugall, notwithstanding his many 
rich residences and territoryes, that hee keepes souldiers 
that spendes it, yet his garrisons are meane He neuer 
Profited by the Indyes, since hee defended them Obserue 
this well It hath beene also the error of the Dutch, who 
seeke Plantation heere by the Swoord They turne a 
woonderfull stocke, they proule in all Places, they Posses 
some of the best , yet ther dead Payes consume all the 
gayne Lett this bee receiued as a rule that if you will 
Profitt, seeke it at Sea, and in quiett trade , for without 

controuersy it is an error to affect Garrisons and Land 
warrs m India ” 

In the beginning of November, the Mogul with great 
pomp left Ajmere, and Roe, after a short delay, followed 
'him. At first, Agra seemed to be the objective , but after 
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a time the Kfnjj turned suddenly south and hunting as he 
went, pushed “thorough woodcs and over Mountayns to 
Mandii, where stood the ruins of the old capital of Mdlwa. 
From this point of vantage, on a range of hills overlooking 
the Narbadd valley he could watch over and countenance 
the operations of Khurram whose headquarters were at 
Burhinpur, ninety miles away to the south-east Early 
in March they reached this desolate spot, and remained 
there until late In October Roc was fortunate enough 
to secure eligible quarters In a deserted mosque and 
having discovered a spring of water near teas far better 
off than most of bis fellow travellers. Amongst the camp- 
followers, however, the distress was very great and the 
ambassador says emphatically that "there was not a 
misery nor punishment which either the want of Gouem 
raent or the naturall disposition of the Dime gauc vs not" 
(P-393)- 

Meanwhile, after much delay, the presents brought b} 
the i6t6 Beet had been despatched from Surat under the 
charge of the Reverend Edward Terry who was to GU 
the vacancy caused by the death of the chaplain whom 
Roe bad brought out with him On the way to the royal 
camp the party met the Prince proceeding to Burhinpur 
The latter demanded to be shown the presents they were 
carrying to his father but this was quietly but Grmly 
refused Finding he could not prevail, and receiving an 
order from the Mogul (to whom Roe bad at once com 
plained) not to touch the presents, be sent them under 
escort to the King’s encampment, where Jahingir unable to 
restrain his cupidity opened the packages and appropriated 
their contents before Roc could appear on the scene. 
The niclcnacks provided for the Prince and the Queen, the 
reserve stock of presents, even a hat Intended for Roc, 
and some velvets and silks sent up for sale at Court — all 
had gone; Roe was extremely angry and the intcnlcw 

d 3 
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which followed between the greedy monarch and the 
mortified ambasbador is described in one of the most 
entertaining passages in the Journal (p 383) The King 
promised everything that could be wished if he might 
only be allowed to retain his new acquisitions , and he 
was so lavish in his protestations that Roe consoled 
himself with the reflection that perhaps after all he was 
“ happely robbd ” In any case, he was saved a journey 
he had promised to make to the Prince’s camp , for 
the presents intended for Khurram had been seized with 
the rest, and Jahdngfr, unwilling to disgorge any part 
of his booty, declared the visit unnecessary and wrote to 
his son to excuse it (p 396 n) 

The summer and autumn of 1617 passed away without 
the occurrence of any incident of special importance The 
Deccan princes came to terms with the Prince, who returned 
in triumph to Mandu at the beginning of October He 
was received with extravagant marks of favour by his 
doting father , honours were showered upon him, including 
the title of Shdh Jahdn, by which he was ever after known , 
and his ascendancy over the Emperor seemed for a time 
to be complete This boded ill for English hopes , for 
the Prince maintained his former attitude of arrogant 
enmity Roe himself had been looking forward to a speedy 
return to his native country , “ My Master hath written 
most graciously,” he said,^ “ but I Pine here while others 
are m the wayes of preferment” The 1617 fleet, however, 
which, under the command of Captain Martin Pring, arrived 
in September, brought an urgent entreaty from the Com- 
pany that he would remain another year, and Roe, unwilling 
to go home without better results than had yet been 
obtained, consented 

He was not without hopes that he would, after all, 
^ Letter to Pnng, October 8, 1617 AddI MS 6115, f 273 
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procure hli detiret oiWnp to a fre^h change fn the polltfcal 
kaleidoscope. The alliance bet w een Sur Mahi! and Shlh 
Jahin had been weakening for some time , and the former 
jealous, It ma> be, of the Increatlnjj power of the latter 
had made ad^ncct fir*l to Pnnee Khusni and then to 
I’nncc Shin>4r, who on hi* elder brothcr'a refusal of her 
o^■crtore^ became her son In bw b> marr>*Inc her daughter 
b) her (ir>l husband (p. 404 n). In these circumstances 
neither \ur Mahil herself nor her obedient henchman 
A<af Khin saw an> rca«m for continuing thdr unfnendly 
attitude towards the dispenser of good things from the 
WetL Roc %ras quick to notice this opportunil) and 
at once rcsoUrd to take advantage of It A fine 
pearl which the faciori of the ncwl) arrived fleet had 
smuggled up to the ambassador was secretly sold to 
Anf Khin at consldcrabt) less than Its cost * and by 
this and other favours of a similar nature, the minister 
and his sister were eompletcl) won over to the English 
side. B) the mediation of Asaf Khin an Interview took 
place bet w een Roc and the Prince, In which he was treated 
with some show of kindness, and the ambassadors new 
fnend also undertook to obtain for him not only a farmdn 
for Bengal (which he had previous!) solicited In vain) 
but also " a gcncrall command and grant of free Priuiledges** 
In all the Moguls dominions. Hopes rrcrc also held out 
that the Pnnee, who was about to Lake up the gov'cmmcnt 
of Gujarit, would surrender among other ytf^rr that of 
Surat, and AsafKhin would then appi) for Its grant to 
hlmKlfand * make Englishmen content and happy " In the 
sequel, however, these fresh promises oflhe minister proved 
as untrustworthy as his previous ones. 

Towards the dose of October, 1617, Jahingir struck 


t ’ 5^ P- 456. Roe (■ reoertlty stated to hare rtvfn the pearl to 
Attf Khio j bat this Is a mUtake. 



xxxvili 


INTROPUCTION 


his camp at Mandu and bent his steps towards Ahmad- 
ibdd, the capital of Gujarat Roe, who, during the later 
stages of the march, had posted on in advance, reached 
that city on December 15 As before, the presents from 
England, which it had been hfs special object to secure, 
became a bone of contention between him and the Prince 
They had been sealed at Surat with the latter’s seal, in order 
to make sure that they should not be opened except with 
his cognisance Roe waited twenty days for the necessary 
permission , and this not arriving, he boldly cut the seals 
and took possession of the goods It was a great affront, 
as the courtiers told him ; and Asaf Khdn, though he 
seems to have assented beforehand, shrank from supporting 
the offender The Prince complained vehemently, and 
Roe found himself virtually under arrest For the first 
time the Mogul spoke roughly to his visitor, “ set on it an 
angrie countenance told mee I had broken my word 
that he would trust me no more ” The ambassador bore 
the storm unflinchingly, saying that he had done no viTong, 
and that if he had seemed to act offensively it had been 
done in ignorance. Before long, the Prince grew cool 
again, “ offered his friendship and wee were all reconciled 
fully, and promises too large ,” and the distnbution of the 
presents sealed the reconciliation On the following day 
the Prince received the ambassador with all courtesy, gave 
him a handsome cloak, and “ promised to be the Protector 
of our Nation in all things ” 

In the middle of February, 1618, Roe- made his yearly 
report to the Company (p 466) By this time he had 
abandoned all hopes of securing the signature of a formal 
treaty , but he trusted to obtain all that was practically 
necessary “ You can neuer expect to trade here vpon 
Capitulations that shalbe permanent Wee must serue 
the tyme. Some now I haue gotten, but by way of 
finnaens and Promise from the Kynge All the Gouer- 
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mcnt depcfidcs v^pon (he present will where appetite only 
Rouems the Ionics of the kingdomc. Hut their Justice is 
gcflcralllc Rood to stranRcr* they arc not rlRoroui except 
In sccarchloR for thinges to please, and what trouble wee 
haue Is for hope of them and b> our ownc disorders,'* 
" Vou shalbc sure,* he added emphaticall) "of as much 
priulledgc as an> stranger and nghl when the subicet 
dares not plead his* (p. 469). With the Pnnee now 
all powerful ("his father growes dull and suffers him to 
write all Commandcs and to goueme all his kingdomes") 
the ambassador si.as on much belter terms. The pollc) 
of •'adaenturing the fdrcncs of his wrath" had answered so 
well that Roe was resolved, If ncccssar> to push matters 
boldl> to an Issue. It w*as useless to attempt to win 
the friendship of the natives by klndl> treatment, "they 
arc weary of vs Wee haue empouenshed the Portes 
and wounded all thdr trades'* (p 468) the onl> dc 
pcndencc was upon "the same ground that wee began 
and by which wee subsist, fcarc" (p 4Cp). ** Assure >*ou " 
he wrote, • I knowc these People arc best treated with 
the swoord In one hand and Coduccan In the other" 
(p 485) and if his demands were not complied with to 
his satisfaction he Intended to scire the nativ'C shipping 
"and make those conditions bee offered which now I 
seckc with despayre." 

Fortunately It was not In the end found necessary to 
push matters to extremity but at the time the adoption 
of a vigorous policy seemed the more necessary, as Roe 
feared that the Dutch might "doc It 6rst and then hcc 
wllbe the brauc raaa The prospect of thdr competition 
at Surat, Roc viewed with Indignation and apprehension 
"They wrong you In all Parts," he said "and grow to 
Insuffrablc Insolcndcs. You must spccdclyc lookc 
to this Maggat els wee talke of the Portugall but 
these will cate a woormc In your sides If they 
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keepe you out of the Molluccoes by force, I would beat 
them from Surat to requite it” (p 481). As regards 
their other European rivals, there was not much to report 
Father Corsi, the Jesuit at Court, had made some efforts 
to accommodate matters , and Roe, who knew that " want 
of a peace with them makes all these trades of Indya 
and hopes of Persia heauy and dangerous to the vnder- 
takers ” (p 497), was willing, and even anxious, to conclude 
an arrangement if it could be done without loss of dignity, 
and with any assurance of permanence The deputation 
of a Portuguese officer to 'Ahmaddbdd “to congratulate 
in the Name of the King of Spayne,” appeared to afford 
an opportunity, but the Mogul refused to receive the 
envoy, “Principally because his Presents were not of 
great valew,” and the matter had perforce to be left in 
abeyance 

The diary having now come to an end, we are left 
dependent upon a few letters for information regarding 
the last year of Roe’s stay in India In February, 1618, 
the Mogul started for a short hunting tour, and this seems 
to have afforded the ambassador an opportunity for a flying 
visit to BurhAnpur He returned to Ahmaddbdd about the 
beginning of May, and in the same month an outbreak of 
plague m that city caused much alarm , with the excep- 
tion of Roe himself, all the members of the English party 
took the infection, and seven died in little more than 
a week In August, preparations commenced for the 
departure of the Mogul for Agra. Roe, " infinitely weary 
of this vnprofitable imployment,” had no wish to accom- 
pany him , his continued presence at Court could do no 
good, and the ships which were to carry him home would 
shortly be arriving He therefore took formal leave of the 
monarch to whom he had been accredited, receiving from 
him a letter to King James full of compliments and assur- 
ances of good usage of the English, and also a general 
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fanntin *'for our rccqilfon *»nd Continuatfon In his 
dom>'Ti)‘on5 ** Ihc exact terms of which arc unknown 
(p.516). He then addressed himself to the J’nncc in order 
to procure a special farmdn for SuraL Fresh quarrels 
had occurred between the natives and the Fortugucsc. 
In the end these were amlcabl> settled but mean 
while Roc endeavoured to make use of the opportunlt> 
b> offering to protect the Gujaniti shipping In return 
for the concessions desired. These demands were kept 
slnctl) within the bounds of moderation, In Rocs own 
words (p. 508) “after almost three ycarcs experience of 
the pride and falshood of these people, that attended only 
aduantage and were gouemed by priuat Interest and 
appetite, I was forced to relinquish many poynts often 
Insisted vpon when I could gett nothing and to make 
offer of these few as the most neccssaric to settle a trade 
and which might gtuc the least oircnce and might pass 
with ease, Icaaing the rest to the Generali order of the 
kyng” Even then he did not obtain all his demands , but 
at last, after a Wgorous contest and the usual attempt to 
deceive him with an incomplete and ambiguously worded 
fartndn he procured a grant which was reasonably satis- 
factory The Princes amity towards the English w'as 
publicly acknou lodged in case of an attack by the 
Portuguese the local authorities were ordered to assist 
them with boats or any other requisites they were to be 
allowed to trade freely and former abuses in the levying 
of customs were not to be repealed jewels vwirc to be 
admitted free of duty no tolls were to be levied on goods 
Passing to the port the factors were to be permitted 
under certain restrictions, to hire any house they pleased 
for a factory liberty was given them to govern themselves 
according to their own religion and laws, and any refugee 
was to be surrendered even If he had embraced IsWm and 
the ever recurring difficulty about presents was provided 
A * 



INTRODUCTION. 


against Liberty to buy or build a permanent dwelling 
was, however, obstinately refused , and a determined 
attempt was made to limit the number of Englishmen 
permitted to wear arms in the city On the latter point 
Roe was determined not to yield , and partly by threats, 
and partly by giving a written undertaking “ that during 
the abode of the English at Suratt they shall do no wrong 
or hurt to any,” he at last obtained the withdrawal of the 
obnoxious clause 

This grant procured, towards the close of September, 
i6i 8, the ambassador took his departure for Surat, where 
four months were spent awaiting the completion of the 
lading of the ships At length all was in readiness, and on 
February 17, 1619, the fleet put to sea. Roe himself being 
on board the Anne At the Cape he learned that negotia- 
tions were proceeding in London for a settlement of the 
differences between the English and Dutch Companies, and 
he thereupon wrote to Bantam earnestly deprecating any 
further hostilities Towards the end of August the Anne 
reached Plymouth, and a fortnight later she anchored in 
the Downs The ambassador’s journey to London, attended 
from Gravesend by the leading members of the East India 
Company, his audience of the King at Hampton Court to 
report the result of his mission and to deliver the presents 
sent by the Great Mogul, and his subsequent interviews 
with the Company, will be found fully described in the 
extracts with which our text concludes His employers 
appear to have been fully satisfied with his proceedings , 
and if they were not so liberal in rewarding his exertions 
as he had hoped, they were not unduly sparing He was 
presented with a gratuity of 1500/, besides a further sum 
of 100/ which had been lent to him to buy plate at his 
departure for India , and he was appointed for that year 
(and, it would seem, for the year following) an extra 

committee with an allowance of 200/ per annum 
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The question lutarall) ansa UTiat had Roc achfeted ? 
far had he accomplished the Usk which he had been 
sent out to perform ? Most wnlcrs have been content to 
ansuxr Najnicl> that he obtained N'aluaWc concessions 
without spcdf>nni; either their nature or Ihdr extent 
Bruce howcw the Compan) s hlitorloj;raphcr rocs a 
stq> further He rIs'cs a summarj of the “articles" 
pnnled on p. 155 and sa)*s that soon after the am 
bassadors amval he procured the signatures of Jahingfr 
and Khurmm to this “phlnnaunH or treat> bet ween the 
MoruI and the FnRlish nation " all further troubles 
Bruce puts down to the contunsac) of the Go\emor 
of Surat who (he sap) refused to carry out the a^ r cc- 
roenl entered into b> hit wcrdcn {Armais cf the East 
India Cem/tWT/, soL I pp 176 i8S JOJ). How far this Is 
from the truth the fortRolnf summar) will show Roes 
propo s ed treat) bad In fact been rejected with scorn and 
he had been obliged to content himself with form&ns 
although, soon after his arrit'aJ he had contemptuous!) 
said that “ordlntr) firmanes arc not woorth a halfc 
penn) " He himself was studiousi) moderate In his 
statements as to his success and chose rather to put In 
the forefront of hii achlcs*cnicnls the successful Initiation 
of trade In the Red Sen. Vet, after all, he had effected 
a great deal , and where he had failed the failure was 
due to causes which were quite bc)'ond his control At 
his arrival he had found the English In a precarious 
position threatened b) the Portuguese, plundered by 
the nati^T oSiaals, and In Imminent danger of expulsion 
owing to the ni will of Pnnee Khurram. Local feeling 
which had been for a time In their favour was now 
against them, for their active competition Injured the 
trade of the native merchants, while the unrullncss of 
the lallorB of the fleets together with the troubles caused 
by the hostilities between the Portuguese and the Engllslu 
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estranged the great body of the inhabitants The coming 
of the ambassador stemmed the tide of reaction , it shifted 
the principal area of contention to the Court, where local 
feelings had little influence, and where, if “ the King and 
Prince and great men . are pleased, the Cne of a 
Million of subiects would not bee heard ” (p 480) , the 
provincial authorities were restrained from acts of oppres- 
sion by fear of representations at headquarters , and thus 
time was given for the English to root themselves firmly 
in the country and to accustom the natives to their pre- 
sence By the time Roe left India, this had been accom- 
plished , all danger from the Portuguese appeared to have 
passed away , concessions had been obtained, which “ he 
thought as much in generall as he could expect or desire” 
(p 524) , and a good understanding had been established 
with the Court All this was largely due to Roe’s energy 
and skill, and to the favourable impression he had made 
upon the Mogul and his son It was indeed a fortunate 
circumstance for the future of English influence in India, 
that while the Portuguese interests were in the charge 
merely of an ecclesiastic, amiable and clever though he 
was, England had for her representative one who was not 
only an able diplomatist, suave and ready, but also a man 
of resolute character, prepared indeed to yield in small 
matters, but firm as steel and utterly regardless of conse- 
quences where the honour of his king and nation was con- 
cerned Jahdnglr and Shdh Jdhdn, with all their faults, 
could and did appreciate such qualities, and English 
prestige, already growing by the victories obtained over 
the Portuguese, was raised to a high pitch by Roe’s gallant 
bearing and indomitable will " There can be,” wrote 
Terry, “ no dealing with this King upon very sure terms, 
who will say and unsay, promise and deny Yet we 
Englishmen did not at all suffer by that inconstancy of 
his, but there found a free trade, a peaceable residence, and 
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a \tT) p>otl otccm n(th that K{n;j and people , and much 
the belter I cuT)ed\*c) b> rcawn of the prudence of 
ni> Lord Amba<«dor \^hoiras there {fn some »en^) like 
Jo^ph In the Court of I'haroah for ^hc^e lakc all hi^ 
nation there jccmcd to fare the better** Roc was In fact 
ihcfinloflHc lonn line of remarkable Knplishmcn nho 
bj their abfht) their force of eharaetcr, (herr on^e/hih 
adherence to lofu alms ha\*c built up the Rntlsh 
dominion in India and looking dcni-n the rankn of his 
succcsM?rs It Is not too much to sa> that few havx 
equalled none has surpassed him 


The value to the historical »tudcnt of Rocs obtcrsalions 
has been general!) recognised Nemhere else Is to be 
found so full and so trustnorth) an account of the cs'cnls 
of the time at the Mopul Court the d«ullor> war 
In the Deccan : the Impending troubles in regard to 
the luccesslon the w-anlnp of the hopes cherished by 
the partisans of Khusrd and Rarwfr, and the rise to 
all but supreme poi^er of Khurrun strengthened at 
first by the stead) support of Nur Mahil and her 
farall) Of all the principal personages concerned (ex 
cept, of course, the Queen whom Roc never saw) we 
have vdvld portraits of the weak but amiable Jahing/r 
of his unfortunate eldest son, whose long captivity and 
reported cxecllcndcs cxdted great pit) in the breast of 
the ombaswdor of the drunken and worthless Parwir 
of Asaf Khdn avandous craft) ami unscrupulous and 
finally of Khurram (Shdii Jnhdn) the coming emperor 
who cold and haughty moves through Rocs pages wdth a 
nvagnlficcncc that suits well the future master builder of 
Agra and Delhi With wdcome minuteness Roc portra>'a 
Jahingir's mode of living both at Ajmerc, where the 
functions of government were discharged with the same 
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state as at Agra, and on the march, when all unnecessary 
parade was abandoned and sport was the order of the 
day The splendours of the birthday reception, the vast 
yet orderly army that followed the emperor, the wealth of 
the royal treasury, astonished Roe But he was too 
shrewd to allow this pomp and glitter to blind him to 
the real state of the country, and he brings out clearly in 
his Journal and letters the darker shades of the picture — 
the poverty and misery of the peasant, the general unrest 
and insecurity, the corruption and inefficiency of the local 
governors, and the looseness of the imperial control He 
saw clearly, too, the forces which were making for dis- 
integration , and though “ the tyme when all in these 
kingdomes wilbe in combustion” (pp 283, 295) was not 
so near as he imagined, yet it was only postponed by 
the force of character of Shdh Jahdn and his still more 
capable son All these things are noted by one whose 
position gave him exceptional advantages for exercising 
his powers of observation, and the result is a picture of 
‘ Mogolls India” of supreme interest and importance 

There are many other attractive topics in Roe’s Journal 
and letters, but over most of them we must not linger 
Two, however, bulk so largely in his pages, and are in 
themselves so important, that it is impossible to pass them 
by These are the attempts made, largely under Roe’s 
direction, to open up commerce, first in the dominions 

of the Shdh of Persia, and secondly at the Turkish ports 
m the Red Sea. 

Shdh Abbds of Persia, at the instigation probably ol 
the famous adventurers, Thomas and Robert Sherley, had 
long been desirous of opening up communication with 
one or other of the Christian powers, partly in the hope 
^ obtaining assistance in his perennial war against the 

urks, but principally with the idea of finding purchasers 
or the silk of his country, the export of which (a royal 
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monopoly) he dcurou* of ditxrtlnp from iu usual 
channel ihrooph the clomlmoni of hU cncm> With this 
end In Wen*, he had In iCoS, dcspatclicd Sir Robert 
Shcflc) to huropc as hts ambassador Travtlllnp through 
Russia, German), and lta!>, Shcrlc) reached Madnd, 
where he did his bol In Induce Phlllji 111 (who ft will 
be remembered was King of Torlupal as wxll as of 
Spain) to enter Into an arranfement b> which the silk 
trade would be dixtrtcd to Ormus or some neighbouring 
port on the Tcnian Gulf Ills proposals howcfcr secrc 
coldl) receis-cd, arwl In di«gusl he crossed to nnnland 
and in October 1611 presented himself to King James 
at Hampton Court. Here also irothinp came of hi5 
rregottallon*. TTic East India merchantf were not to 
be pcriuaded •'the wa) Is long and dangerous,** ihc) said 
“the trade uncertain nnd must quite cut olT our tralHc 
uiih the Turk and Inslnuationj were not wanting that 
Shcrlc) had no siKd commission to pledge hfs master 
to so far reaching a scheme At the bidding of King 
James a ship was prepared to carr> back the ambassador 
which landed him In September, 1613, at Lirfbandar, 
and thence he proceeded overland to I'erila by wa> of 
Ajmerc where he paid a visit to Jahingir Roc, It 
maybe noted had been present at the conferences which 
had been held In London upon Shcr/cj'*s proposals , had 
heard both his arguments and the merchants objections , 
and had formed his own opinion os to Shcricys character 
and the feasibillt) of his plans.* 

The next move was made by the factors at Surat 
Induced mainly by the fa\*ourab!c report of trade 


1 mdentand ihat buslnes welt bctiD|f prwetii at all IJbcfrIjn 
wCT to hi* Majestic, who oeuer would speidee of brinciot downe 
VBder halfc moajr ami toeb a qoantetye* (/Ifie it StmU Fmrt^n 
19, 1616 : AddI MS 6115 f loat In the tame letter be lays of 
ooertcy ai bee li diiboneit, we Is hee lubtilc. 
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prospects given by Richard Steel, who had crossed 
Persia from Aleppo in the preceding summer, they, in 
November, 1614, determined to despatch representatives 
to make investigations and to obtain the grant of privi- 
leges for trade Steel himself and a factor named Crowder 
were chosen for this task They reached Ispahan in 
September, 1615, and found there Sherley, to whom they 
carried letters soliciting his assistance He was on the 
point of starting on a second mission to Spain, to make 
a fresh attempt to induce the King to accept the offers of 
the Shdh , but, with some reluctance, he procured for 
them three identical farmdns, ordering the governors of 
seaport towns to receive and assist any English vessels 
that might present themselves One of these was sent to 
Jdshak (the port represented as most suitable for their 
purpose). Steel carried a second overland to England, and 
Crowder, as arranged before their departure, returned 
with the third to India, to report their proceedings to 
the agent at Surat 

Letters written by the two envoys, announcing their 
success and the hopes they had formed of a lucrative 
trade, reached Ajmere on February 10, 1616, addressed 
to Aldworth and Edwards As the former was dead 
and the latter had left for England, these letters were 
opened by Roe, who lost no time in apprising the 
Company of their contents, at the same time giving 
his own views on the matter The fanndn which had 
been procured he thought "of no consequence,” as no 
trade worth speaking of was to be had upon the coast 
and It was not to be expected that the Shdh would 
send down his silk until a formal agreement had been 
arri>^d at lo Roe it seemed that the dominant factor 
o t e situation was Sherley’s fresh mission to Europe 

ready the Portuguese had an immense advantage in 
possession of Ormus , and if the trade monopoly 
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whkh he tt'aa empowered to offer to Phfllp nerc accepted 
(and Roc felt certain jt would be) all efforts of the Fnglish 
to obtain a footing would be unavailing The onI> hope 
lay either m defeating Sherleys negotiations at Madrid 
or in effecting some amicable arrangement by uhleh both 
nations should share in the trade, hor the present^ all 
that Roc considered It advisable to do was to untc a 
respectful remonstrance to the Shih pointing out the 
penis of allounng the Portuguese to become ma.stcr3 of 
his coast, and urging him to establish a free port and to 
throw open the trade to all comers This done and the 
letter fonvarded to the care of William Robbins an 
Englishman resident in Ispahan Roe turned his attention 
to other matters until further news should come from 
England 

Quite another view however was taken at Surat The 
ambassador s action in opening and dealing with the letters 
from their delegates was warmly re-sented by Kerridge 
and his colleagues while his disparaging remarks upon 
the results of the expensive mission which thej had set on 
foot could not but be felt as a rebuke. The question of 
trade with Persia was, they considered a matter pure!) 
commercial and therefore outside Roc s proWnce and as 
»oon as Fepuelis fleet brought in a further supply of men 
and goods, a consultation was held at which It was decided 
that a ship should be sent to J^hak to test the value of the 
Shih i/amtdn and to procure. If possible, whatever further 
concessions were necessary Edward Connock the chief 
merchant of the new fleet, undertook the management of 
this mission and sailed in the James earh in November 

^®i< 5 Cp- 330 «) 

As may be Imagined, Roe was exceedingly angry uhen 
he found out what had been done. Not only had his 
authorit) been ignored and bb purpose crossed but hxs 
opinions and counsels had been treated with contempt 
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Both publicly to the Company, and privately to its 
Governor, he complained bitterly of the behaviour of the 
factors “You may now see their hast,” he wrote, “and 
lack of respect to mee ” Personal feeling, however, was 
never allowed by him to injure the public service , and 
however much he felt inclined to throw upon the factors 
the responsibility for further action, he determined to do 
what he could to set matters straight “ If I left them 
as they are, it were just,” he said, “ but I am to account 
to you, and therfore . I will looke out to mend 
their faults, and, like patient Job, pray and sacrifice for 
them, as he did for his sonnes whiles they banquetted ” 
His hand been forced by the despatch of the JameSy 
and with Connock already on his way to the Persian 
Court, inaction was impossible After consulting the 
Sh.ih’s ambassador at Ajmere, and enlisting his advocacy 
he wrote again to Ispahan The ship which had been 
sent, he told Robbins, was ‘ but to trye and settle our 
enterteynment,” and he hoped the Shdh “ will not judge 
vs by this beginning ” if the necessary privileges were 
granted (a draft of which he enclosed) “ wee will then 
roundly and duly fullfill his desire” (p 373) Roe strongly 
urged Robbins to endeavour to obtain the required con- 
cessions , and concluded by intimating that possibly he 
himself would receive by the next fleet instructions to 
proceed to Persia and bring matters to a conclusion 

Meanwhile the Company at home, though of course 
unaware of the despatch of Connock to Jashak, had had 
the advantages of the trade urged upon them by Steel, and 
had received Roe’s first letter on the subject After 
due deliberation and an interview with the Lords of the 
Council, they decided to go forward in the matter, though 
cautiously, m \ icw of the risks and the large capital required, 
much of which, it was feared, would have to be sent in 
specie (p 421/;) Their instructions to Roe (sec Appendix B) 
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directed him to make careful inqa!r> Into the prospects 
of trade, and Ifsatlsficd, to despatch a ht person to conclude, 
upon certain conditions, the requisite agreement uiththe 
Sbih. With these instructions came a letter from King 
James, apprmdng of the measures already taken by Roc 
and authorising him to sign a treaty with the I’crsian 
monarclu 

These letters, brought b) Pnngs fleet in the autumn of 
1617 settled satlsfactorfl) the question of control It tras 
now open to Roc, If he chose, to disavow Kemdges 
nominee (of whose character he had grave suspicions), and 
cither to make one of the other factors In Persia his repre 
sCntatlvo or to despatch someone from India to take 
charge of the negotiations. But, having earned his point 
he acted with his usual moderation and good sense The 
question whether a ship should be sent to Jilshak to obtain 
news of the poevious >*cars mission he left to Prlng and 
Kerridge to dcade but In case the) should determine 
to do so he forwarded a commission and Instructions 
empowering Connock and his fellows to undertake the 
necessary negotiations with the Shdh. 

The Bte was accordingly despatched to the Gulf and 
from the intelligence she brought back In Januar) 1618 
aupplemenled by letters which amved overland a fevv 
weeks later Roe learned what had taken place since the 
lauding of Conncxrk and his «>mpjinIons in December 
*616. From Jishak the factors had made their way to 
Shlrax, whence their leader pushed on to I^pahaa On 
his arrival (May 1617) he found that the Shdh was with 
the army on the Turkish border and thither he determined 
to follow him but first he made friends vsith Robbins 
who banded over to him all the papers he had received 
from Roe, including the draft articles Intended for present* 
tkm to the Shih. Accompanied by Robbins and a factor 
i^cd Tracy Connock set out for the Court about the 
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beginning of July They were well received by the Shdh, 
in spite of the efforts of a friar who was acting in the 
interests of Spam , and the English envoy obtained 
without difficulty the grant for which he asked ^ With 
this he returned to Ispahan, and thence started for the 
coast, to meet the shipping which he expected would be 
sent towards the close of the year But sickness had laid 
hold of him as of most of his comrades, and he died at a 
village near Jdshak, on December 24, 1617, a little more 
than a year from the date of his landing ^ 

The concessions he had obtained did not cover all the 
points mentioned in the Company’s instructions lately 
received , and this rendered it necessary that fresh negotia- 
tions should be undertaken On the return of the Bee, 
therefore, Roe drew up fresh directions for Thomas Barker 
(who was now the head of the factory in Persia) and Edward 
Monnox, empowering them to conclude and sign a fresh 
contract (p 462) These he had intended to send by the 
Anne, which was to call at Jdshak on her way to Mocha , 
but this course was found to be impracticable To the 
Company he wrote that, although if the trade could be 
managed without a great export of specie, “ it is the best 
trade of all India and will yeild you most certeyne Profitt,” 
yet he could see “ no w^ay sure but a Composition in 
Spayne, and were this effected there w'ould be no need 
of any special bargain with the ShAh (pp 474-5) 

On the arrival of the 1618 fleet Roe despatched the 


grant can be found among the contemporary 
a rnnu ( India Office. What appears, however, to be 

Thomlic proved equally fatal to his two immediate successors, 

Bell wlin c, November, 1619, and William 

tornb of of 33. m Februa^, 1624 The 

standinp- m Armenian bunal-ground at Julfa, was still 

scrmtmf Vf Goldsmid copied the Latin in- 

scription {Telegraph and Travel, p 562) 
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Bxf^tUon to J 4 ^hak with a further suppl) of goods, but 
she brought back ncw< that was far from satUfactor) The 
factors were quarrelling \lo1cntl> among themselves (**of 
all those I sau "uTotc the commander of the ship "one 
cannot glue thother a good wordc“) Barker had been 
to Court, but had failed to obtain anj further con 
cessions , the Shah had been forced by the Turks to a 
disadvantageous peace, and schemes for a monopoly of 
the silk trade, either to the Fngllsh or the Portuguese had 
had perforce to be laid aside , he had expressed his willing 
ness, however to exchange silk for any quantity of goods 
the hngllsh might bring though he would not sign an> 
formal contract 

Thus matters stood at the time of Roes departure, and 
thus he was forced to leave them. The results oblamed 
had b> no means answered the ’‘anguine c.xpcetatlons 
which had first been formed yxt he saw no reason to 
despair There appeared to be a reasonable probability of 
finding In Persia a fresh outlet for hngllsh goods— a jwlnl 
which he regarded as of vital Importance, for India Itself 
could absorb but a small quantity — while silk was in 
Europe a most profitable commod{t> The /Inne In which 
he returned earned home a quantity of Persian silk which 
was sold at a high price, and estimates then laid before 
the Company {Cfnrf Minttifs Nov p, 1C19) placed the 
pmfit to be made at from 50 to 90 per cent per annum. 

The trade to Persia, though a matter in which Roc took 
the closest interest, had practically been Initiated by the 
Surat factors, of whose proceedings he could not always 
approva There was however another development of the 
Company 8 commerce — that to Mocha — In which the posi 
don was reversed Roc urging and can>dng it through, 
while Kemdge and his companions somewhat unwillingly 
acquiesced. Long before the Lngllsh flag had waved In 
Indian waters, the merchants of Cambay and burat had 
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earned on a profitable intereourse with the Red Sea ports 
Not only was the pilgrim traffie large and important, but it 
was aeeompanied by a luerative interehangc of produets. 
Merehants from Aleppo and Cairo bought eagerly all 
Eastern eommodities, and paid for them partly in European 
goods, but mostly in gold and silver The latter eireum- 
stanee was, in Roe’s eyes, a speeial reeommendation As 
already noted, the demand in India for English goods was 
eomparatively small, and henee the trade involved a heavy 
dram of silver from home — a drain whieh had already 
seriously alarmed the ceonomists of the time, and had 
excited an outcry against the Company (p 165 «) Roe, 
who honestly thought the export of silver from Europe 
a great evil, saw in the Red Sea trade a means of mitigat- 
ing iL Let a ship be yearly sent, he argued, from Surat 
to the Red Sea ports, and she would not only get rid 
of some English goods which would not other\vise be 
sold, but in return for these and for spices, calicoes, etc, 
she would bring back specie enough to help materially 
towards lading the ships for home And, besides this, the 
move would have a powerful political effect , for the Red 
Sea trade was the principal dependence of the Gujardt 
merchants Roe was sanguine that they would be glad 
either to freight goods in the English vessels, or at least to 
pay for the protection afforded by their company , and in 
any case the power which the latter would possess of 
taking the native junks at their pleasure would be a powerful 
lever for securing proper treatment at Surat and elsewhere 
To those who objected the treachery of which Sir Henry 
Middleton had been the victim when he visited Mocha on 
a similar errand in 1610, Roe replied that that was due to 
a misunderstanding , and he pointed to the success of the 
Dutch, who had since made a lucrative voyage to Mocha 
and had experienced handsome treatment The Anne was 
accordingly fitted out, and despatched on March 17, 1618, 
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in comp4n> whh a Sural junk (p. 495 *r). In September 
she rctumctl ttith a fav-ourablc account of her reception, 
and /hmiint and Ictlert encourapmp a renewal of the 
enterprise and lo repl) lo ihosc letters and to deipatch 
hii antwer b> a fmih «hlp ll>c / 1 n WA^ one of the Ja^t 
of Rocf acts before Icanne Surat fp. 515 >t) How much 
Roc hoped from thl* commerce mil be wren from hi' 
report to the Compan) on his retum (p 513) and 
alihooKh, pcihap* he had nM made •ufTtCicn! allomanec 
for the menimenl which was sure to be aroused a! Sural 
b) this unwelcome competition with the nalm: merchant* 
he is ccrtalnt) entitled to count to hi* credit the cslab* 
hihmcnt of what afterward* became an Important branch 
of the Cofflpan) * commerce. 


The penod of hi* emplo)*ment In India for Roc 
onl) the commencement of a loop and hon nirablc career 
It would carrj u* too far lo detail hi* »uh*et;oent hi*tor\ 
noTfhould It be nece'urj in ihc ca*e of one who pb)cd 
*0 Impoftanl a part In the politic* of hi* time* After a 
khort period of service In Parliament he tra* apam *enl 
(1021) on a mbvion to the East thi* time lo the Grand 
Slpnlor At Constantinople he repealed the success he 
had obtained In India b) restoring English prestige and 
placing English commerce on a sounder footing while 
his Influence at the Pone secured the conclusion of a 
b^t> between Turkc) and Poland and the rejection of 
proposals from Spain which he judged Inimical to English 
IntercsU. Another result of his embassy was the presenta 
lion to king James b> Roes friend the Greek Patriarch 
of the celebrated (M/x Al<xandnmis which Is now one of 
the glories of the Hrltish Museum. HIi success wtis in 


* *1^ b«i and reoii recent account U contained In Mr Stanley 
Lane Poole 1 article b the DteticHorj »ffi0ti0nal Bit^rttpky 
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fact, too complete for his own convenience , for in spite of 
his appeals to be allowed to return, his tenure of office was 
prolonged, and it was not until the spring of i62<S that he 
obtained his release His next employment (June, 1629) 
was the negotiation of a truce between Sweden and Poland 
This he successfully accomplished , and his intercourse w'lth 
Gustavus Adolphus bore furthei fruit in the following year 
in that monarch’s appearance in Germany as champion of 
the Protestant faith Meanwhile, Roc had been warmly 
received on his return by his own sovereign, who presented 
him with a gold medal as a token of his approval , and 
when, early in 1632, the death occurred of his old friend 
Carleton (created Viscount Dorchester in 1626), Roc looked 
forward with some confidence to the vacant secretaryship 
His opinions, however, were far too liberal to please King 
Charles and his advisers, and the post w'as given to Laud’s 
friend, Windebank Bitterly disappointed, Roe withdrew' 
into the country, and for the next few years lived in 
retirement In Januarj', 1637, a tardy recognition of his 
services Wcis made in his appointment to the Chancellor- 
ship of the Order of the Garter, to which a year later a 
pension was added At the congress for peace negotiations 
which sat successively at Hamburg, Ratisbon, and Vienna, 
Roe represented England, and he is said to have made 
such an impression upon the Emperor that the latter ex- 
claimed “ I have met with many gallant persons of many 
nations, but I scarce ever met with an ajnbassadot till 
now In June, 1640, he was sworn of the Privy Council, 
and in the same year he re-entered Parliament as one of 
the members for Oxford A fresh mission to Germany 
(1641), however, prevented him for some time from taking 
a very active part in the deliberations of the Commons , 
and when he was once more free to devote himself to 
parliamentary duties, events rapidly led up to a crisis which 
placed him in a position of great difficulty Whatever 
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his convictions he could not fiRht against his sovereign 
the son of his old master the brother of his dearly loved 
patrons, and in Julj 1643 he obtained permission from 
the Commons to retire to Bath for the Improv'ement of his 
health. This w'as almost his last Joumc> In the tender 
words of Anthon> a Wood “at length this worthy person 
Sir Thomas Roc did after all his voyages and ramblings 
taWc a little breath but soon after seeing how untowardly 
things went between the king and his parliament, did 
willingly surrender it to Him that first gave it on the 
6th day of No\ ember in itS44 and two days after that 
his body was buned privately In the church at Woodford 
near to Wansted In Fssex" {AtkcNtr cd. Bliss voL hi 

p. 1 14). 

An admirable Latin epitaph was wntten b> Dr Gerard 
Langbaine for insaiption on his tomb, but though Rocs 
widow survived him over thirty >cars no monument 
was erected <n*cr hts remains , and now the church 
having been rebuilt and enlarged in 1815 iC, even the 
spot where the) He is uncertala Nor has this omission 
been entirely made good by the more lasting memorial 
which can flow from the pen of the hlstonan Of late 
years however some efforts have been made to do justice 
to his memory notabl) by the greatest living authority 
on the historj of those times Dr bamucl Gardiner 
and we arc promised a biography by Mr Stanley Lane 
Poole, to which we may look forward with confidence mat 
at last Rocs ments will receive Ihcir due meed of praise. 

How great those merits were may be shown b) the 
tcftimonies of three writers of a later da) and with these 
we may fitly take our leave of him Carte the historian 
after reading through Rocs papers wrote in March, 1737 
“ I cannot suffiacntly admire his Rare Abilities, judgement 
and Integrity his Extraordinary Sagacity in discovenng 
the vnews and designs of those with whom he treated, and 
S* 
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his admirable dexterity in guarding against their Measures 
and bringing them over to his purpose Wise, Experienced, 
penetrating and knowing, he was never to be surprized 
or deceived, and though no Minister ever had greater 
difliiculties to struggle with or was employed by a Court 
that had less power to Support him, yet he Supported all 
his Employments with dignity and came out of them 
with Reputation and honour In all the honest Arts of 
Negocation he had few Equalls, (I dare say) no 
Superiors”! More than half-a-centuiy before, David 
Lloyd had written in his State Worthies (London, 1670) 
pp 1036-37 “ Sir Thomas Roe understood the disposi- 
tions of men so exactly, could suit their humours so fitly, 
serve opportunities and seasons of actions so punctually, 
keep correspondence so wanly, wade through difficulties 
so handsomly, wave the pinch of a business so dexterously, 
ntrive Interests so suitably, that he was advised with 
concerning the most important Affairs of the Kingdoms 
e resided m abroad, and admitted of the Privy Council 
e le lived at home Where his speech against the 
debasing of the Coyn at the Council-Table will last as long 
e e IS reason of State in the World His settlement of 

i^cc ^ Island and his Eastern 

^ there are Books to furnish Libraries, or 
the f f preserve Books ” And finally we may quote 
him Anthony i Wood “Those that knew 

toward nothing wanting in him 

courfir» 4.U ^^^°"^P^‘^hment of a scholar, gentleman, or 
encoii J learned, so was he a great 

His promoter of learning and learned men 

to hiQ generous and public, and his heart faithful 

^ statesman, as good a 

weaths man and as sound a Christian as our 


! Bnt Mus Addt MS 6190, f. 34 
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nation hath had In man> ages" cd Bliss wL ill 

P. n 3 > 

It may be of Interest to endcav'our, before concluding 
to trace the hIstor> of Rocs tnanasciipts and to note 
bnefl> the blbhograph) of his Journal On the first of 
these tH'o points «c ha\*c unfoftunatcI> but scant) 
o-ldence to go b) The original notes, we ma) sup- 
pose, were Jotted down rotighl) from da) to da) 
possibi) on loose sheets, which would naturall) be 
dc3lro)*cd when the) had served their purpose. The 
next step would be to ha\% a fair cop) made for the 
ambassadors use and this seems to ha\e been done in 
folio \'oIumes, of which there must hav*e been at least 
two (cp. p 383), The first, containing the diary and letters 
to February 11, 1617 and further letters to October 9 of 
the same )'car* has turvnt'ed and forms the basis of the 
present text the remaining volume or volumes ha\c 
disappeared As apparenti) the first part w-as avTiilable 
to Ptrrchas (who sa)s he copied most of the letters he 
gives •from Sir Thomas Rocs own book”)t while the rest 
was not, we ma) conjecture that Roc had taken all but 
the first section to Constantinople. The %'olumcs thus 
separated were nc%cr It would seem re united for when 
In 1629 Roc wanted to refer to his Journal for some pur 
pose, he was obliged to borrow the hast India Company s 
copies.* The first wlume reappears for a short time at 
the beginning of the eighteenth century when the editor 
of Churchills (*704) republished Rocs Journal 


‘ Roe refers to ihh roltmic on p. 466. 

*, *‘ 5 ^Tbonai tnored the CotmUuil Master EJbun rosy be enordred 
*2 nira for a short dme certahie locmallsof his o«De and bookes 
w the Coppies of Letters, because be hath at present speclalJ occasioo 
to Tse tb^ The Coon was CMtent that Master Ellam sbold lend 
than lo-Str Thomas accordhifUc* (Cswrf Aflnutety Febmaiy 4, 16*9). 
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“ with considerable additions taken from his own 

original manuscript”^ It is true that he refers also to “ a 
vast multitude” of letters “ still preserved tn two volumes^' 
and this might appear to imply that he had seen not only 
the first but also the missing second volume An examina- 
tion of his text, however, shows that for events subsequent 
to February, 1617, he depends entirely on Purchas’s 
veision of the Journal , he goes no further than Purchas, 
and says that the rest is lost , and the letters he gives are 
all contained in the extant volume A possible explana- 
tion is that the latter was at that time in two separate 
books, which have since been bound together 

From this date all trace of the MS is lost for another 
century In March, 1737, Richardson the novelist tendered 
to the newly-founded Spciety for the Encouragement of 
Learning the “ original papers and letters of Sir Thomas 
Roe," offering to bear part of the expense of publishing 
them ,- but it is expressly noted by Carte the historian 
(who was asked to report upon them) that “there is 
nothing therein about his Embassy to the Great Mogul, 
but two Letters of that Emperor and King James’s In- 
structions and Letters of Credance to Sir Thomas Rowe,” 
with three letters from King James, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and Secretary Wmwood, all relating to the 
proposed trade with Persia, together with four long letters 
from the Earl of Totnes, giving Europe news^ At last. 


The reference is vague, but the identification is rendered tolerably 
certain by the feet that, in the entry for November 3, 1615, where our 

differ, Churchill’s version follows the wrong reading 
mAddl MS 611$ 

corr^pondence is in the British Museum collection {Add! 

Ki papers offered by Richardson were to have been 

pub ished m five volumes, but the scheme faded for want of support 

appe^nce, m 1740, of the first volume {NesroUaitons imth 
the Ottoman Porte, 1621-28) 

’ Most of these are now m the Public Record Office The first five 
a\e een printed in this edition The newsletters from Lord Carew 
Earl of Totnes until ten years later) were edited 
lor the Camden Society by Mt Maclean in i86o 
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hon^Tr the first v’olumc came again to light and found a 
6na] resting place In our great national collection In a 
letter dated Januar> 4^ 1817 the Rev J Coltman curate 
of Be\*crlc> Minster u*ithout sa>'Ing how he became 
possessed of it, presented It to the British Museum, 
where It Is knomi as AdM MS 6115 It Is a thick 
t-olume of about 288 folros beautiful!) urlttcn in a neat 
clerk!) hand^ and is In excellent preserv*atiun 
Besides the fair cop> made for his OAvn use, Roc had 
others prepared from time to time to send to h ngland To 
Lord Carew, for instance he sent In Januar> 161G a copy 
extending to the date of his arrK'al at Burh;Snpur (p. 1 10) 
and later on a further portion Neither of these Is extant 
To the Company he sent regular batches as the opportunity 
occurred. The despatch of scscral of these wc can trace 
Thus, one portion was sent home with Rocs letter of 
No\‘efflbcr 24 1C15 (sec p. 94) another continuing the 
story to Noi.'ember 19 1616 w’cnl 0 >ear later (p. 540) 
and a third was despatched In the middle of February 
1618 (p. 4 ( 56 ). The portion for the concluding > car of 
his embass) Roc would naturall) take home with him 
having no opportunity of sending It before, except perhaps 
by the uncertain route ov'crland Whether this last 
portion got beyond the stage of rough notes* and if so, 
whether Roc ever delivered a fair copy to the Company 
cannot now be determined but It is plain that the copy 
If it existed, had gone astray before Purchas came upon 
the scene. 


offidal ouaJopie lUtei that it li lo Roe’s own hand. This, 
U a roktalce i for a comparison of Urt writing shows that the 
•cnbe was Edward H e y ne s, Roe's secretary (see p. 491 *). 

* It b qoHe possible that it did not, at all o-ents while Roe remamed 
, j ^ Even before Heynesb dep^ure for Moeba, the ambassador 
5 ®°^ him woofke day and Night* (cp. alio p. 466) and after the 
1^ of «b serrices Roe had a diffic^ty even In keeping copies of hrs 
letters (p. 505) 
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It was in 1622 that the reverend geographer, in search 
of materials for his Hakluytus Posthuvius or Purchas Hts 
Ptlgnmes, applied to the Company for permission to use 
their collection of logs, and especially Roe’s Journal^ 
We have mferred that he already had access to the first 
part of the diary from Roe’s own copy, and it was 
probably the later portions only that he needed He 
could not have seen, however, more than the three sections 
which we have already described as having been sent 
home in 1616-18, for he expressly states that he could 
find nothing later than January 22, 1618 He had in- 
quired diligently for the rest, “ but neither with the 
Honourable Company nor elsewhere could learn of it” 
This points strongly to the correctness of our surmise 
^that Roe brought home the fourth section only in rough, 
and never found the opportunity to have it fairly copied 
for the Company, or perhaps for himself 
The three sections which the Company did receive 
have long since vanished from their records Bruce 
does not appear to have seen them when compiling his 
Annals^ early in the present century If we mistake 
not, however, the first of the three is now in the British 
Museum Addl MS 19277, purchased in 1852 at the 
Arley Castle sale, is a contemporary transcript of the 


The entry m the Court Minutes (February 27, 1622) is worth 
c^otmg in full — “ Master Deputie [Maunce Abbot] further acquainted 
the Courte that one Purchas that wrote of the Religions of all Nacions 
hath now vndertaken a greate volume of all there voyages and did 
desire to naue a sight of some of the Companies lournalls that might 
^ve him lighte for the settinge downe the Companies voyages into 
theast Indies, wherein he desires to see but the Histoncall part and 

elce , Particularly he desires to see Sir 
loumall As for the Broyles betweene the English 
d Dutch ^ will sett them downe otherwise then they he in the 
Courte gaue waie to his desire , onely they ordered 
Vio t EUam and Master Lanman shall take care that nothmge 

on/i j their lournalls but that which is proper to a History 

rifnilt? Pf to the Companie , and they entreated Master 
^ woidd take paines to per\'se the notes before they 

were earned out of the bowse;” 
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Dhr} from the beginning to the departure from Burhin 
pur, and both the character and handwritbi: of the 
marginal abstracts subsequently added, and the manner in 
which the \‘oIumc Is labelled, Icasrc little doubt that the 
manuscript formed at cmc time part of the Compan) s 
records. Thus the onl> two contemporary manuscripts of 
Rocs Journal known to be extant have found their way to 
the national collection 

As we have seen It was In Pitn/ias hts Ptlgnmes 
(voL I, p. 535) that Rocs Journal, with a few letters or 
portions of letters, «*as first given to the world, and 
practically It Is this ^ersIon which has formed the 
basis of all succeeding accounts of the emboss) It b 
therefore all the more to be regretted that the materials 
available were handled In such an unsatisfactor) manner 
When one remembers the difficulties, monetary and 
otherwise, under which the reverend geographer laboured 
and the Inestimable service he rendered by placing on 
record so much that would otherwise havT pensbed one 
Is little Inclined to join In the sweeping condemnation 
often passed upon him. But, It must be confessed that 
hts editing of this particular journal is a v“er) bad piece of 
work. That he should cut it down to a third or less was 
perhaps to be expected In view of the restrictions of space 
Imposed by his general plan , but that while leaving 
untouched many tnWalitics (such as " the copy Is 
registered " when he does not print the letter in question), 
he should excise passages vital to the comprehension of 
others which were allowed to stand that hrs dates should 
often be immg and that the carelessness of his copyist 
(or his printer) should be allowed to make oontense of 
Important passages, wHl scarcely admit of excuse. How 
ever as we have said the difiScuItlcs In which his work 
produced may be pleaded in his defence, and we must 
at least be grateful to biro for having preserved for us 
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extracts from nearly a full year of the Journal (1617-18), 
for which no manuscript account is now available 

Purchas’s collection contained also (vol 11, p 1464) some 
notes by the Rev Edward Terry, who had acted as Roe’s 
chaplain during the greater part of his embassy , and these 
were subsequently expanded into a small volume, which 
was published in 1655 The bibliography of this work is 
given on p 527 , and nothing need be said here concern- 
ing It, except to note that it is frequently confused with 
Roe’s own Journal, especially in the edition of 1665, where 
the name of the author is not given 

In 1656 a Dutch version of Roe’s account, translated 
from Purchas, was published at Amsterdam in a small 
quarto of 126 pages, embellished with four quaint copper- 
plates The next appearance of the diary was in the first 
volume of Thevenot’s Divers Voyages Cuneux (1663), 
where it is stated to have been translated “du Rccueil 
Anglois de Purchas ” The editor has added a few notes, 
an extract from Purchas hts Pilgmnage, three letters 
(also from Purchcis), and Roe’s geographical description 
of India, with the map 

In 1705 was published Navigantium atque Itineranhum 
Bibliotheca , 01 a Compleat Collection of Voyages and Travels, 
by John Harris, AM, F R S In this (vol 1, book II, 
ch xxx) is given an inaccurate and much compressed 
paraphrase of Roe’s Journal, deru^ed from Purchas Great 
liberties are taken with the text, some of it being incorpo- 
rated with Peyton’s journal in ch xxviii, and other portions 
amalgamated with extracts from Terry and others to form 
ch xx\i In Harris’s second edition (1744) the narrative 
IS entirely suppressed, and in lieu of it a short account of 
Its contents is given in a chapter containing a general 
history of the Company’s trade 

Meanwhile an attempt had been made to produce an 
cntirel) new edition Having somehow procured, as already 
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related, the 6rst volume of Roc-i own MS- c(n>>, Mc-vri. 
Awnsham and John Churchill in 1704 made the Journal n 
special feature of the first lolumc of their CoiUctuu of 
yajtti^s tW(/ Tnrvf/s Rocs work said the Preface had 
alrcad\ appeared In part but ”n<iw he comes abroad npain 
with considerable Additions not foisted in but taken from 
h« own Onginal Manuscript which it is likcl) I’urchas 
had not but some Imperfect Copy of it It is tnic the 
Additions are not ffreat In bulk but thc> are xalunblc 
for the subject In fine here is all that is valuable of 
Sir TTiomas Roc and nothing that maj clo) the Render'’ 
These are bra\e words but the iierformancc is far from 
bearing out the promise. “ After an attentive companvm 
of these two former editions," wrote a subsequent editor 
(Robert Kerr;, "it obWously appears that the edition by 
Purchas in 1635 is in general more circumstantial and 
more satisfactory than that of Churchill notwithstand 
ing its superior pretensions," and this v'crdict is entirclj 
bome out by an examination of the latter It is a veritable 
piece of hack work performed In most careless fashion 
The additions are chiefly the dates of Roes anivai at or 
departure from various places, though a few Incidents arc 
recorded which had been passed over b) Purchas. On 
the other hand the omissions (of which nothing is said in 
the Preface) are numerous and important The events at 
Surat arc told In eleven short lines , Roc s reception at 
Court is said to have been "very favourable but needs not 
particularixlng " and all details of commercial matters 
and of Roes negotiations arc omitted By these means 
the bulk of the narrative has been reduced to less than 
one-half of that of Purcliass version The spelling has 
been modernised and not content with this, the editor has 
taken upon himsdf the task of improving Roes diction 
In the earlier portion of the work scarcely a sentence 
cscajies alteration but later «m the editors cnoigj 
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flags and changes are much less numerous. Dates are 
frequently given incorrectly, and the editor's knowledge 
is displayed by changing the Mogul’s “ shash” (turban- 
cloth, p 322) into "staff” Four letters of Roe’s, written 
all before November, 1616, his geographical account of 
India, and a note of presents asked for by him, are also 
included in the volume 

It IS unnecessary to trouble the reader with a detailed 
account of subsequent versions, since they are all repro- 
ductions, more or less complete, of Purchas or Churchill 
It may suffice to mention that the Journal appears in the 
collections of the Abb6 Prdvost {Htstoire Gin^ralc des 
V oyages^ Amsterdam edition, vol xiii), Schwabe {Allgeineiue 
Histone der Retsen, 1747 etc , vol xi), Knox {New Collection 
of Voyages^ 1767, vol vi), Pinkerton {General Collection of 
Voyages, 1808-14, vol viii), Kerr {General History and 
Collection of Voyages, 1811-24, vol ix), and Laharpe 
{Abr/gtf de r Htstoire Ghi^rale des Voyages [Provost’s], 
1816, vol iv) Finally, in our own day, Purchas’s version 
of the Journal appeared in serial form, under the care of 
the late Mr Talboys Wheeler, in the Calcutta English- 
man , and a small impression of this edition was issued 
in book form a few years later (1873), together with Dr 
Fryer’s New Account of East India, by Messrs Trubner 
and Co. 


The present edition, as already mentioned, is based 
upon the only portion of Roe’s own copy which has 
survived, viz, Addl MS 6115, m the Bntish Museum 
Collection This has been given in full, and consequently 
a large proportion (about two-thirds) appears now for the 
first time A diligent search having failed to discover the 
rest of the journal m any known collection, it has been 
necessary , \\ hen the manuscript comes to an end, to fall 
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back opon the mutnatcd \*cn{on of Porchas which carries 
on the narrative to January 22, 1618 For the remaining 
year of Rocs sta> in India we arc almost entirely 
dependent upon his letters and such scraps of Informatlnn 
as can be gathered from contemporary documents. In 
the Journal we hart interspersed a number of the more 
important of Rocs letters, near!) all of which arc now 
pnntcd for the first time. It was Impossible, within the 
space available, to Include all that arc extant nor was 
this rrecessary for man) either deal with matters of 
detail which have now lost their interest or else repeat 
what has been said elsewhere. For the same reasons 
it has been judged adinsabtc to cut down most of the 
letters for which we ha\c been able to find room. Each 
letter has, however, been carefully examined, and it Is 
beHevcd that nothing of real importance has been omitted 
In man) cases, passages for which room has not been 
found in the text hart been utilised in the notes or In this 
Introductioa Add! MS i9277*-thc other contemporary 
cop) of Roes manuscript to which we hart already 
alluded — has, of course, been collated (so far as it goes) 
with our text and in a few cases its readings have 
been followed in preference to those of the principal 
manuscript Where, also two or more contemporary 
copies of the letters exist these have been carcful/y 
compared and any diff erence s of importance noted. We 
may hope, therefore, that wc have at least been able 
to present a text which may be accepted as trustworthy 
The notes have been mainly devoted to giving additional 
particulars of the persons places, or events alluded ta 
For the necessary information the editor is indebted 
largely to nranuscnpt sources, such as, in the India 
Office Recordi, the Snrat Ufttrhooks and the Ongina. 
Ccrrtsp^denct Series (now in course of publication unde 
the title of LetUrs temvtd fy the Emt luditx Comp^tn 
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fioul their Servants tn the East), the Couit Miuntc\ 
of the East India Company, the logs of various voyages, 
and many miscellaneous documents , in the British 
Museum, Kerndge^s letters {Addl MS 9366), and the 
journal kept by Walter Peyton, master of the Expedi- 
tion, in the fleet which conveyed the ambassador to India 
{Addl MS 19276), have been of special service, and 
the Public Record Office has yielded several papers of 
importance, especially in thc^ case of the documents 
grouped in Appendix B Of printed books, the one 
most utilised has naturally been the Voya^^c to hait India, 
by Edward Terry, Roe’s chaplain, already mentioned 
From this everything has been extracted that bears 
directly upon Roe’s mission, as distinguished from the 
general disquisitions on things Indian which form the 
staple of that interesting work 
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OburwiitoTts according to the TabU of Count} 

T IS necessary that shipping be ready 
in the downes to take oportunity of 
wjTid by the aotb of January that 
they may faJe with the Cape of Good 
hope before the dead of wynter, 
wherby men may have some leasurc 
of Refreshinges, and the sicke may rccoucr In the vranne 
seasonc for in the wynter the ayre is sharpe and rawc, and 
those that dayiie wade, and arc often wett, endainger thar 
healths and if the Rootc Nangii^ be of valew it must be 



The • table of cocnc vbich occopici the fint nine pajei of the 
[ ptPtttcript, and ibewi m tabolar form the comae, variation, latitnde, 
[ongjtnde, leaaite* nm, etc, from the 6th Mjueh to 17th S^ember 
™ been oinmed. It may be cotosnlted In Chmchni'a C*ut(tien cf 
1704, toL I but It coatahn nothtn^ of genend importance. 
Sangin^ or Ningin^ appeara to be the Japaneae name (tee 
Thevenot*! RtUHcm dc divirt Cwitiar 1696^ 1, pp. 1 1 12, 

aM Cock** Dimry h, p. 37) of a plant Identical with, or aluM to, the 
nhin, a medldnal root hishly 
e#te«ned hi the East as a restorative, and pow eas iog hi consequence 

r B 
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gathered in that Season, for when the sapp returnes, the 
roote IS withered in the ground, and dning up shrinkes 
and comes to nothing Besides, the Season wilbe better 
to gett aboute the Cape, subiecte to foule weather, 
and hereby they shall have tyme enough to staye at 
the Isles of Comoro, for new refreshing, which is neces- 
sarie, that men may come stronge and in health amonng 
their enemyes , for it is doubtfull that the Trade with the 
Mogull must be mayntayned with Armes I wish the 
Coast from the Cape as high as Mosambique were dis- 
couered It is veary probable ther is good matter, and 
doubtlesse braue Harbours The Portugall hath trade for 
gould in a River^ not far from Mosambique, and the 
people make fiers to any shipping they see, to invite them 


a considerable commercial value Pieter Flons (Journal, m India 
Office Records , Purchas hts Ptlgnnies, i, p 319), who had been 
enjoined by the Company to seek it on his outward voyage, met at 
the Cape (May 1611) two Dutch ships “expressely come thether for 
the same purpose, being one of Japan that fyrste discovered the 
secret'’ Flons found the plant, but the root was decayed and useless, 
“thenght time of gathering the same being in December, January 
and February” He adds that the native name is Canna Cocks 
{Dtaty, 11, pp 286-7) mentions (without naming the root) that he 
received a consignment of it from the Cape m 1616, and says that 
the true sort comes from Corea, and is worth its weight m silver 

Peyton, in his journal (Bnt Mus Addl Mi> 19276) of the 
present expedition, says that, on arnval at the Cape, “the contrye 
people brought vs downe of the roote Ningine, wherof wee bought 
one handfull for a pece copper qt. Inche broad and 2J in length , 
alsoe our menn wear sent vpp to gather thearof, whoe brought downe 
a smal quantetie and not soe full nor rype as that of the contrye 
people. Of this roote wee procured but little, not being the season of 
the yeare at present, for being dryed it shrinks vpp to nothing but a 
tuffe skinn, whearas contrarywise, yf it had the full perfection of 
npnes, it would be boeth full tender and sweete as anisseeds” Keel- 
ing (OC,Noi87 10 Records) reported to the Company that 
they had not been able to get together a peck of the root 

Ovington, who was at the Cape in 1693, mentions this herb under 
the name of Nnatt, and says that a German physiaan whom he met 
there had planted in the Dutch garden some roots which he had pro- 
cured in China , “ yet ’tis affirmed,” he says, “ that this soil was no 
stranger to this Root before that this was Planted here.” He states 
that Us value m China was two hundred and seventy dollars the 
poimd 

^ The Zambezi Cp Linschoten’s Voyage, ii, p 31 (Hakluyt Soc. ed ) 
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to Commerce. This were done casH) by tu’o plnnacta 
(who might With great hope Icauc some men on that 
Coajt) which after might goc Into the Indies, and scruc 
the Compan> to transport goods from harbor to harbor In 
Japan, Sumatra, Coromandell, or Jaua. 


Manh C, — ^Thl» da) wee lost sight of the Uzard and 
begann our Course for the Cape of Good Hope. 

\Tartk 2(5. — On this da) In the Morning wee saw the 
Mayne of Barber) making that for Fortaueniura,* and 
then stood awa> S W b) S. (Ill Noonc, and saH land 
N\V for the Canar)*c 8 Icauges off then wee steerd 
S5W all night 

Marth 27 — At C In the Morning Cape Bugador bare 
E. b) S. 4 leaugs off wherb) >\ec found 30 leagues error 
in ttcstcrl) wa) This Cape l)clh in 26 lattitude 
353 5cf longitude, dlfTcrlng from the Mendlan of the 
litard 6* 10 by Mercator's protection but I suppose it U 
la)*d 20 leagues to much to the E. the Canarye Islands In 
the same error* The land to the Sowthward trendeth 
S.S W for steering S W by S I could not Clcarc the land 
In 24 hoa*ers. So that when on the 26 day v.*cc tooke our 
sclucs to bee bcti^cencthc Island v,c were bcl\Nccncthc 
Mayne and Fortcuentura, n sandy shoure 16 fadome, 
4 leagues off, and steering that day 6 hov.crs SW by S 
we could only dlscernc land in the Topp for the Canar)*a 
\Vheras had wee bene with the Islands, we should with 
that Course from Fortcuentura haue shott falrc out by the 


One of the Ciniry IsUndi. Tbt £rptdi/t 4 H nearly ran ashore, 
havine "muebe adoc to perceane the lan^ being trot loirc“ and the 
coMt bcinn wrongly laM m the cbaria (Feyton 1 Journal) 

^pe IkjkdOT If iboot 9 1/ W from the meridian of the Liard. 
Koc b tt>ero6re right as to its incorrect position b the chart referred 
Jklr-*Vr prtAably “the platlo of John Uanyclla maVlng 

(bemg Mercatori protecUeny, which Feyton used, and censured as 
Cp. abo the Joarnal of the Eleventh Voyage In Punkas 

t», p. 4B6; 
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canarye The 27th at Noone the Mayne bearing E in 
26° 5 leaugs off, wee shaped our Course 
March 31 — From the Cape Bugador ther is a Currant 
that setts swift S S W , for from the 28 day to the 31th of 
March we had little wynd, yet by obseruation we raysed 
euery day aboue a degree , wherby I conclude the Current 
setts neare two leaugs a watch and more aboord the 
shoare 

April 5 — This day the sunne was m our Zenith, cross- 
ing the paralell at Midnight 

April 10 — This night wemeett the Turnados next hand 
in 2° , the wynd at E with a terrible Gust of Raine for two 
howers 

April 12 — This day a Counsell was held, wherin a 
Captain Complayned against his Master , the Playntiffe 
was satisfied, the accused aduanced, the inocent punished, 
all pleased ^ 

With the hinder foote of the Centaure, ther is a blacke 
spott like a lozenge which neuer alters shape nor motion 
from that part of the Constellation, but because it is 
inuironed with Galaxia, I suppose it is the skie, only 
darkened with much neighbouring brightnes 

April 14, — This night I passd the line , Cape de Golmus,^ 
the next land, bearing N.N E half E 158 leaugs off In 
this course from Cape Bugador, the Current setts with the 
trending off the shoare, which forsaking the Coast is 
weaker, yet we felt yt in our reckoning vntill the 1 3th day, 
some dayes 10 leauges, and soe 8, 6, 4 & 2 leauges, as wee 
stood off Whence I conclud it a good Course to hale in 


^ “ This da> e Tho Banvicke, maister of the Peppercome, was dis- 
placed, or raither remoued (vpon complainte made against him by his 
captaine) into the Shipp Lyon, and Jno Curtis remoued into the 
P^ercome in his roome” (Peyton’s Journal) See also Letters 
Received by the E I Company, 11, pp 184, 185, etc 

® Probably a Cabo das Gallinhas Several old maps have a Rio 
das Gallinhas just north of Cape Mount, in Libena 
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bclt\‘ccnc 20 md 30 Imruc^ of the ^hairc till ulthin fiuc or 
'ixc dcjjnxx of the line toe >*00 'hall hnne hclpc of the 
Curr^int or Ic^' 'ubiccl to calnic5 for the wj'nd uilbc off 
the land, u hen It I calmc without and >ou shall mike the 
shorter \\a>, the fa'icr to pa^c the I^uinoctiall and 
the Tutnadtx in 356 <lcKrccs of longttud and come sonner 
and to more adunnta^^c In the Renerall wjmdcs nnj which 
blowts bclw-cenc the N and S K. I or jnm maj poc 
the lardpcr and apam sliorlcn the <oulhcfI> course with 
all aduantape to the h. prouidal llial )*ou make not 'oc 
much Ha'lcrl) thouph>ou could as to bnnp thcCnpc 
of Good Hope to the Southward of S I h> till ) ou liaue 
raised iG or 17 Then >on ma) 'horten the CA'lcrl) tra) 
as )*ou ra>*« the latitude for if >ou doc mcctc with 
westcfl) w>mdcs j-oti shall b> soc much Ics'.c ncetlc them 
Mar 3 —This da) the South Tropique. 

}fajf 3 — Tlic cloudcrs^ first appenre and thc> 

Veepc their course with the l*olar Starre about the pole 
al»ra> cquulistnnt It or 12 the most v7ulhcrmost The) 
arc stream) and plannp wh>tc like the Grthnir 

lAr/ 14.— From the plh to the 13th much w')nd and 
storm) that I neither could obseruc sunne nor itarr but 
pl)‘cing near in a Paralcll the Vanatlon altered little. 

Jttne 5 — Feng) n’ Island at one In the Morning 4 leagues 
E. This da) at 9 a Clockc I came to Anchor In the ba) of 
Soldania In 5 fadom water from Fengyn bcanng L, 4 
leagues steering SE. for the ba) fine shoaling hard 
sand from 15 fadom to 5 bringingc tho ledge of Rockes 
at the poynt of the ba) N W b> W the table S b) L., U 
the best roade In Commingc in it Is better to hale in 

' “ A popabr term for Ihc i«« Nebteube or r,rent cluudy Iim kln^, 
•pots in the Southern hrarens wliicb are found to cnnNiit of n to i 
number of nebuLc nmJ ctottcra of lUn (Smjih s U fit i 

Sceoboliacs 7>v«f r/w lir (7/^i (liaklu)1 Sot cd-X p 66. 

• Now Robbea ItUnd Tlicbnyof Soiibnla Itof muracTnblc Hay 
Dot the modem Saldanha Hay 
6 * 
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With the Sowth then the North Shoare, for the flatts and 
sandes and breaches of Pengyn 

The 4th of June I was by reckoning 28 leagues off 
33° 35^ > soe that, the ^vynd standing, I did expect to be 
near land the first night watch. Most of our fleete, all 
except lohn Hatch,^ who keept the same manner of 
Reckoning, havinge looked for land 2 and 3 dayes before , 
their Accounts out Besides, they made sure to see it 
within 12 howers after the variation was lessened to one 
degree, but this alsoe deceiued them and is an error I 
was open and confident on my deed reckoninge, the rather 
because the longitude of the Cape by Mercator’s proiection 
IS rectefyed in 28° 30' from the Meridian of the Lizard, 
and is, I suppose, truly proiected , and though the variation 
be an excellent evidence in the whole course of nearing 
land, yet it deliuereth no other certainty But warninge 
to looke out, for it lessens not in the same proportion near 
land, but by a much slower, for which I could give a 
perspicuous reason, but to learge for this place Nor 
can any Judgment att all be made to 20 leaugs therby 
that shalbe infallible, the Magneticall amplitude being soe 
difficult to obserue truly, by the shipps Motion and the 
Needles quicknes, that a degree is scarce an error This 
consideration made me confident that wee should see noe 
land untill the 5th day early in the mominge The wynd 
at N N W and fresh, wee steering E to the sowthward, at 
one aclock after midnight the AdmiralP tacked, and sawe 
land faier bye, & heaving the dipsall we had 35 fadome 
Standing off in two glasses we deepned to 60 fadom 
Nowe to this hower from Noone the 4th day we had ninn 
27 leaugs, and my reckoning was the day before 28 leauges, 

* Master's mate on the Lton We shall hear of him again later 

* It IS scarcely necessary to say that at this period the commander 
of a fleet was usually called the General^ w-hile the ship which earned 
his flag was the Admiralj cp Drake’s World Encompassed, p 8 
" the admiraU, wherein our gencrall himself went " 
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»oc that In t>Tnc I faild not fln hoircr, In distance but one 
Icaupc, If in-ce had not stoodc olT in the nInhL At breake 
of day the 5lh da> we stood In and satre Pcngwln 
Idand East and stcerlnp away S t- for the ba>*e came to 
Anchor 

It* Is an opinion begotten b> chance and Ma>*nlalnd by 
error ^nhlch our Pilolts hould and defend that It Is neccs 
sane from the line to make a sowlh wa) Into the latitude 
of the Cape of Good hope to mcete mth West or S.W 
wjmds, to ninn In a Parralell whcrcb> they loose In 
Easlcnncc b) the ads'antageof the lardcncs of the Rcncnll 
wjmdcs somel>'mca 200 or 300 Icaupes, and become dLv 
tank In the Paralcll of the Cape, some Goo some 700 
Icaugcs , which course Is most obsurd. First, it Is contrary 
to a Prindpall in Naulpatlon to direct the shipcs way 
neat hand to the Porte dcsiered prouidcd they poc 
lardge enouph to runn thorouph the sea and fall not Into 
any ccrtalne and experienced Incont^cntcncy of conlrarj 
wjmds or Currcnlx. Now admilt It be true that In the 
lattitude of the Cape ) ou shall mcete with West or Sow'th 
west wj-ndes jxt It Is most obsurd that therforejou will 
make more wcstcrl) way then >ou neede bs 200 Icaugs or 
a due sowih to mcete with that wynd which wdll doc jou 
the same good 200, >xa 500, Jeaugs more to the East or 
none at all for if It fonakejou before It bring >ou In it 
had bccnc better to hauc been soc far os It will bring you 
without it If It be said you shall haue it sooner I answer 

‘ Thi* excuTTOi U ecplalBcd by m patn^e In a ktter wrinen by 
Roe to Smythc from the Cape (. 53). Afler pasthip the lin^ 
some dlflcrencts arose as to Oic exact courae to be taken. Roe freely 
tvpitijed the riews here laid down | and tbl« «eeni> to hare been 
looted as an Interference in matters beyond hJs prorince. Partly, 
therefore, In bis own defence and partly becnosc of the Importarrcc of 
the soWcet, he set down In wntiofi his ** reasons and directtom and 
•'y^JPotated them here, as the most suitable place for them Screral 
of the officers and factors wrote to the Company on the sarrre subject 
(see the abstracts In O C, No. 187 10 Records). 
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some few howers, for the wynd crosseth from his rising 
(if It raigne soe farr) halfe the earth in soe much of a day 
and therefore it is said, for expression of swiftnes, that God 
sitteth on the wynges of the wynd And to feare any 
Calmes, especially without the Tropique, is a pannique terror 
and voyd of reason, and Contrary to the only ground layd 
of this course. For if they feare it from the rule of Calmes 
betweene two wyndes, then they doe confesse the west 
wyndes expected betweene the longitud they seek it m and 
the Cape doe loose themselves , and then I say they goe 
out of their way to find that frennd which forsakes them 
in their greatest neede, and leaues them in the calmes they 
feare But grannting it for true (as it is) that the west 
wyndes supposed are vncertaine, then they runn this 
dainger, that a North wynd will not fetch the Cape, which 
is to great a hazard For the variation being 17° to the 
East of the North makes your waye so much to the Sowth 
of the East , and when you shall hale your tackes close 
aboord for that then the Lewarly way wilbe as much as 
the Variation, and in a head sea more , wherby you shall 
beate your ships, aduance little, and can make your true 
way noe better then E and by Sowth, and soe ouershoote 
the roade But these ar suppositions and discources of 
Admittance on bothe sides, when the truth is aproueable 
by Nature and reason, that without the Tropique of Capn- 
come the ivynds are variable as in our devision of the 
world and, if any ivynds be more frequent then others, 
they are betiveene that and the Cape in Apenll and May 
N and N E wynds, as in our Tropique, corresponding in 
latitude and season, S and S Westerly , First because the 
sunne beeing dome to the North, both exhales the wyndes 
and disperseth them , besides the greatest lands and nearest 
as you stand in (and all wyndes are made at lande) vear 
E and N But the Conclusion is the wyndes are VcU'iable 
and subicct to blowe (if any way) contrary to the wyndes 
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molt ordirwr> in our October anJ Nouember, being the 
opposite season nnd Ciimitt to us. Therefore I saj it is 
best to male use of the Generali w> ndcs from the I) nc, soc 
far as thc> ralgne, haling os much H, ns they will su/Tcr 
)‘ou to goe large through the sea with a fadomc or tuo of 
the aheate flownc. So shall you be alsoc in n K and N E. 
wjmdcs nnd ma> stand large soc longe as >ou 
borowc on the Sowth* to raj sc at picasur and if these 
prophec) cd w) ndcs at W doc blow >*ou arc alsoc so much 
more in their w'aj'c b) how much Icssc j'ou neede them 
And if an> man oblcct to me his experience, 1 rcpl> he 
knon'cs not the force of that woord for experience ari-cth 
from a frequent and often approbation in one course of the 
same truth and had neede of the authont) e of too tryalis 
and not of two or i \*io)ndge3 which is the moslc anj of 
our great Masters can bragg olT And I afUrm reason 
grounded on good pnndplcs shall prouc thdr experience 
the resolutions of leuitie and of men affected to thdr owne 
wa>'es and it is noc good argument ** I ha^'c found it soe 
therfore it will cuer be soc** but from Causes to efTccls is 
the lodgiquc of wise men “thus in reason it ought to be, 
and therfore It ii most probable it Is soc" Yet, to sett 
Game against Game (for all the former courses are grounded 
on chance) ! oppose the triall of Sir Henry Midddton* 
who bcatc It olT in the Latitud of the Cape many da^res, 
with much E. wynd. The Hertor with Captain Towerson* 
gott in with N wyndes little westerly or at largest N N W 
Captain New’port^ with the Tersian Ambassador held It up 
East as ncrc os he Could and neuer had breath of \V 
wyndes, but keeping the Sowth to frend went lardgc in with 
a N wynd Dauls gave instructions to the flccte \vith 


* To bomnr b ^lo approoch cloicly either to land or wind 
(Smrth’i S»O 0 r*t BficJt). 

* Id the East India Company^ Second Voraire fi6o4'61 

* Elchih Vo]rag«(i6ii 14). 

* Twelfth Voyage (1613 14). 
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Captain Beast^ not to hale Easterly until 28° , but soe 
soone as the wynds fauoured him in 23° he stood E S E. 
himselfe Being asked why hee did contrary to his owne 
directions, though he answered “ it was for his pleasur”, 
any man may discerne that hee would not teache other 
men to goe out of a beaten path (all bye wayes requinng 
the best guide), and that if they had parted company by 
weather, he would haue made them woonder at him getting 
in long before them that followed his directions Soe that 
which was an abuse to them would have apeared skill in 
him Lastly I oppose my owne tryall in the Lyon with 
Captaine Newport, when I went His Majesties Ambassador 
to the Great Mogull ^ we troad in this high Sowtheren 
way, and though often the wynds were soe lardge that wee 
might have made a Sowth and by East and S S E way or 
between them in the whole we made it all from the line 
next hand Sowth only to rayse the latitud , which if it had 
been advantage for us and the west wyndes expected in a 
bagg, yet was the Course ill , for a Poynte and halfe to 
the East of the Sowth in raysing 33° had aduantaged us 
200 leaugs to the East and shortned the Sowth way not 
aboue 35 leaugs or a degree and f, and soe in proportion 
as the wynd might haue lardged When wee were in the 
latitude the wynd was scanter than euer & veary feirce at 
E & E S E and S E , wherby we were forced to make a 
S Westerly way most opposits to our port till wee 
raysed 35° 30' Then the wynds Rainginge to the N of 
the E and betweene them, to late we beleued it reasonable 
to stand back to the N or as near it as we could to fetch 
Frendship of that wynd which was most Vsuall Thus 
wee plyed it 9 or 10 dayes, with foule stormie weather , at 
the end wheroff the wynd veering to the North and N N W 


The fleet of the Tenth Voyage, which left England in 1612 John 
Davis (Davis of Limehouse, not the Arctic navigator) was master of 
the/a;/;«, and apparently pilot of the fleet 
® , m the present expedition 
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wth our lacks close aboord ihc variation and Icwarly v.*a> 
Considered, had labor cnoo;;h lo make our true waj E. 
b) N to rccoucr the Cape. Our I'llotU and masters 
rather found their error then confestc It, )*et made \*se of 
ra) opinloncand reasons , for a Counsel) bccing called at 
the Cape concemlnR the Course past, the most vo>ccs 
endininp this waj it was resolued on as their omic. And 
because m> advise nor counsel) w'as neucr desired I made 
noc secret t of their Ipnoranncjc on the other s)‘dc the) 
doubted not their element to be abouc mync, that had to 
doc only at land. Dut hce that stands on the ndv-antaRc 
of a hill doth see and ludRC both vallcy’cs and seas and 
all bclovvc him and wll say Ntht// t^orantta (wdaaur 
it cetta txptrttnUa ntxo fdutanhus * 


Soldanya Is os I suppose, an Island* on the South end 
wherof Is the Cape of Good hope, dculdcd from the Mayme 
by a deepe Bay on (he S E side and due E by a nuer 
which wee disceme vpon the table.* The land is fructfull 
bearing short thickc grassc. The Mayme is deulded with 
most high and slcepc rocky MounlayTics coucred with 
snow and vnacccssablc, except it be scearched by the 
riuerof Dulcc,< which doubticssc is vxary great falling into 
the Bay on the East sy'dc. There Is on the Island 5 or 
Goo people, the most barberous In the ww Id eating Camonc, 
wearing the gults of shcepe about thar Necks for health, 
and rubbing their heads (curled like Negroes) with dung 
of beasts and durte. They have noc other Cloathing then 


NothHigh bolder than Iraoraocc} do oae more bevdsiirmp than 
the man who reHe* upon bfind apenence. Cror expfnentiet shoukl 
apparentbr be orof Tbe source of the quotatioo has not 

been dbcomed. 


* *r he Cape peDlnnila has this appeanmee from ibe sea, and b so 
represented m old maps. 

the sujr of tbe ships, Roc spent some time on land, one of 
w fire tents erected belof set aside for bis use (Peyton's JonmaJX 
A letter from one of the lactors mentions that while at the dape Koo 
«etm a rflar whh an bscnptlon of his embassy" {O C, Na 187I 
»Tr* Sweet Rircr"(cp.Z<Owd/Wo»iitx Haklort Soc ecL, I p.W 
and Herbert’s TVwts*, 1638, p. ly). 
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beastes skins wrapt on their shoulders, the skinne next the 
body in heate, in could the hairy syde Theyr howses are 
but one matt concaued like an Ouen, into which they 
Creepe, and turne them about as the wynde Chainges, for 
they haue no doores to keepe it out They have lefte 
their stealinge by trading with vs, and by signes make 
showe their harte is good They knowe noe kind of 
God or religion The ayer and water is veary wholsome, 
and both of them subtile and searching There is on the 
Island Bulls, Cowes, Antelops, Babones, Mowles of great 
bignes,Fezants, partnches, larckes, wildgoose, duckes,Pascer 
flamingos and many others On Pengwyn there is a foule 
soe Called that goes vpright, his winges without feathers 
hanging downe like sleues faced with whyte , they fley not 
but walk in Pathes and keepe their diuisions and quarters 
orderly , they are a sti ange fowle or rather a Mtscclamus 
creator of beast, bird, and Fishe, but most of bird, confuting 
that difinition of man to be Aminall btpes tinplniia?-^ which 
IS nearer to a discription of this Creature The Comodi- 
ties here are, first, reasonable lefreshings with Cattell (soe 
that a season be Chosen when they are not leane, a Month 
after the sunn is departed from them Northward) , Nangtt^ 
rootes , Arras, ^ if our Merchants be not decerned , and I 
doe strongly suppose that I found a Rocke yeelding quick- 
siluer and virmillion,^ the stone being spotted all without 
with a most pure redd Coulor. cquall to any payntmg, and 
that will come off vpon paper or other fitt matter , by the 
description of John Acosta** it cannot fayle to be the 

* The ell-known definition of man {pUmv finrow anrepov) asenbed 
to Plato — “ that unfeathcred two-legged thing*’, as Drj'den renders it 

- See p I, w 

** Orris root Several \arietics of /ns arc found at the Cape. 

■' On the strength of Roc’s opinion, “ 30 or 40 lbs ” were sent home 
in the I/opc “ for a trial” {O C , No 187) As nothmjj more is said on 
the subject, it is probable that the results were uns.itisfactory 

^ The Natural and //oral //tslory of the /ndtes (Hakluyt Soc ed ), 
p 214 “John” IS a mistake (probably due to the original copyist) for 
“Joseph” 


SIR TIIOVAS ROE. 
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nmc , It Is alsoc %*car^ hcaulc, full of Marquisatc and 
minncrall appcranncca. The Tabic, or high rockc soc 
Called by a strcight l>»ne from the water syde Is 11853 
footchfgh.* Tlic baj Is full of whales and scales The 
dutch haue fished on rcn;jw>n for them The lattitud Is 
^ 33* 45 t the longitude 28 30 from the lizard , the 
\*ariatIon doubtfull wh)'thcr to the East or West, but m> 
opinion Is that the %*anation Is West 30" The cause of 
\*anatIon bccing In the Ma) nc, as appcrcs culdcntly b> the 
many lyncs and changes tou*ards the Cape E. and after 
Westerly If an> shipping (hauing t>m enough) fall but 
too Icaugs more to the North with the Maync (which 
may be done with saft)'c no w>mdca forbidding It), 1 assure 
rayscife lhe> shall haue good trade for Cattle and other 
Comodotics, and ma> by leauing some men discoucr the 
land and perhapes gett knowledge of the People that trade 
with the Spanlardcs on the East syde In si* for gould 
after the Manner of the Moores In Barbery to Gago* 
These Icfte at the Cape* ^dll goe no further but attend 
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oportunity of passage , and thear can doe noe great good, 
beeing amounge the basest banished people, that knowe 
nothing sauonng of man, nor are no other way men, But 
as they speake and walke like men 
June \y — This night the Hopc^ czmz to an Anchor in 
the Bay from Suratt, laden with Indicoes, 

June 20 — Wee weighed at 4 in the morning, the wynd 
at E S E , and stood off 5 leaugs N W by N , keeping the 
bay open Then wee sawe a headland S by E 6 leaugs 
off, so steering S E by S , by Morning the 21th day, the 
Cape of Good Hope bearing from that headland S E and 
N.W , and from the Cape of Good Hope Cape Falso bearing 
E by S J S and W. by N ^ N and from the ship N by 
E 7 leaugs off I proceeded towards Santa Lawrance ^ 

June 25 — Wee sawe the land, which I suppose was Cape 
Fernoso, N by E We sounded at 65 fadom 8 leauges off, 
and being Calme by an Eddy currant we draue to the 
N 2 leaugs a watch 

I found by falling with the land that the Currant kept 
us both from raysing and Eastering, so that notwithstand- 


the rest are said to ha\e found a passage in a Portuguese ship The 
three brought back to England deserted in the Doivns, “ took a purse” 
within three hours, were captured, and ordered for execution on their 
old sentence 

Three more condemned men were earned out in the fleet of 1616 
On reaching the Cape and learning the fate of their predecessors, they 
besought the commander on their knees to hang them outright rather 
than leave them He refused to depart from his instructions, and 
they were put ashore accordingly , but the Swan, the last ship of his 
fleet to leave the Bay, took ^em on board and earned them to 
Bantam The expenment seems then to have been abandoned 
(See Terry’s Voyage j Court Minutes and Dodsworth's Journal, m 
I O Records , Pej^on’s Journal, ut supra, Pnng’s narrative in 
Purchas, 1, p 631 ) 

^ The Merchants Hope, one of the vessels of Downton’s fleet of the 
preceding year “June 17, ary\ed the Shipp Hope homeward, m 
her Master Dodsworthe, by whome wee vnderstood at lardge the many 
loiuryes and abuses oflred our nation at Suratt by the Portugalls, and 
howe their malitious proiectes and fyre deuises weare with Gods 
assistance withstood” (Peyton’s Journal) 

* Madagascar 




i6ts] ‘fiR TifoMAs hor. IS 

Ini; *hlpi wa> b) Ihc pawlnf of ihc water pauc foc 
nun> Icaupcs ns (he tib!e of Course mention*, >*ct the 
CTTOf wa* Rfcil and mu*l be corrected In (he whole course. 
For at fower In the aftemoone the 35th da> we mwc land 
bearing from U to S K. b> E. all along wheraa bj 
rckonlng I wai more then 40 Icaugs olT *0 that two error* 
arc here dlscouercd one of the Gardes (hat la) (he land 
awi) E.N K* and NVii.\V,, Ihc (roe bearing becing from 
Cape dcs Agullas (o Cape Aracifo E, } N,, W | and 
from (hence It beglnn* to trend more North the other, 
that WTC were kept back b> the Current In (his Course 
Solcaugcsat least wherb) wcda>l) mistookc our longitude, 
Judging It only b) our Easterly wa) From the last of 
June tni the 5 of Jul> we ra)*»ed more then course and 
s’arriatlon did bring out by 4 5 and 6 tcaugs In 24 bowers, 
right before the w)*nd , another Current setting alsoc to 
the North besides which helped me to the N I aU’a)‘C3 
made two or 3* more vanatloo then all the flette, for m> 
needle bedng touched afresh once In to dayes I suppose It 
was more animated and fixed then those that bceing long 
touchd must daylle somwhat weaken , the Needles I touchd 
for others p er forming the same diflcrcnec. 

/m// 8,-1 was ashore by reckoning on Santa Lawrance 
In 22 30' latitude 51 10 longitude the llcctc having by 

account looked for land 24 howera , but we could not make 
the Cape Augustine, the wjmd hangingc off the land. But 
wee found that wee were hindered of Eastcring by the first 
Currents at Capedes Agullas 5olcaugs and by the Current 
setting after to the North we made more N way then wee 
Could alowe, and by Consequence lease the Current 
setting N N \V bctwccnc the latitude of 30 and longitude 
of 46 and the lattltude 24 and longitude 29 [39?]. For we 
wanted, as I suppose, 20 leaug* ofl* Santa Lawrance not 
withstanding wee had runn over him 80 leauga But of 
this I dare affirmc on good reason that the Cape Augus- 
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tine must be layed m the E 40 leaugs more then it is in 
Mercators plott, being there in 51° 10', truly in 53° The 
land alsoe at the foote of Affnca is more in longitude then 
it lyeth for Seeing in 3 dayes we could not gett into the 
land, and beemg put to the N , the 12th day, the wynd at 
N E , we stood away for Molalia, ludging myselfe to be 
20 leaugs from Saint Lawrance W in 21° 10' It is 
Necessary to see the Cape of Augustine, to Correct the 
errors of the Currents, else hee that shall shape his Course by 
reckoninge may be deceiued in Longitude 50 or 60 leaugs, 
which IS veary daingerous because of the shoales of ludia^ 
near 21, and the Currents soe variable that it wilbe hard 
to coniecture on which hand you leave them Therfore I 
advise (if weather be faier at the Cape of Good Hope) to 
make Aracifo in 33° 30 , so you shall Correct the fierst 
currents Then to runn large away E neare to the longi- 
tude of the Island before you hale to the North, for you 
will rayse apace both by the Current and variation, into 
the latitude of Cape Augustine If it be foule weather 
getting about the Cape of Good Hope, stand into 37° before 
you hale to the East , and then runn m a Paralell, or little 
to the N , aloweing by Coniecture for the Currents, but not 
soe much as if you stood nearer into the shoare, wher they 
are more violent, but are soone lost m the sea From Cape 
Augustine a N W by N Course will goe Cleare both of the 
shoales of ludia and the shoales of Saint Lawrance in 20° 
These shoales are bould, and as a Pilott ofMagadoxa tould 
me® haue fine shoahnge 12 and 15 fadome to the shoare 
I thinke I lefte ludia 20 leaugs W , because at Molalia my 
reckoninge came well out 

July 21 — At two in the Afternoone wee made lande 
N E by N 7 leaugs off, taking it for Molalia, in 12° 57', 
and stood in with it till 5 a.t night, when wee sawe another 


^ Now kno\\n as the Europa Shoals 


® See p 22 



TtJotiA^ for i; 

|tUn ! S U t») V\-, ffuc Mn!*I{a t>CJ>rr 

\ rvf xn ai Stv^n^ trc made Ju*nn) for Jt) berth b> 

rrclonlo;; arid ihc inrtK Thet) « andme and U 

b) iHI 7 In iKa Mtnnlnc ihcSJlh ic<“jnc 'Intaha p!a)Ti 
NSW «ir ttivv} dirji) S \\ and N abxi! th<* «r»t rndc 
of the I* and and Carr lo Anrbof on Smib tj-dc In a 
littk* lU) In ?| f»df>nc«a*rf ihtln>t>t tnthcUot having 
a Infft of Kf<Vr» XSJ'U and ihf rrthft p‘>>'n! K b) b 
Ibe vwndmjn arar) dftTw at t«ro oamc Jhe thnarr 

vn!n the Rru *e 

MoUl^a I« o-rt* of the 4 |t*aodi of Co*nnf> * Anitaieiu 
Juann) am! MajTita bno^e ihr o tyr ihrce Thr> 
l)T h- and N\ neaf In a I araV!! one of annther exerpi 
An^fetia, aih eh !>*nh tnrnr S '!n!alia iJ *n 

*^lh latlitodc (nt!v*tam'‘ Mcfldian a»jlh Cajv Aupttttmc 
the \»na!looe U*lnn 16 40 AncaimU Iw'art frotn ft b) 
the Compatto N bj \\ 7 leau^a off the Smt-rfihmmt' 
md In a 1 1 55 extending It Klfc Noith to a 1 1 fi ai I 
olncfoed wiiMn 5 !eaoc< thcrof brann;:vn»ih from me. 
lilt the hl;jhetl land I oucf aane InJialnied b> Moorrt 
lnid«n;;ti(lh the Ma)*nc amJiheolhcf ihfcc I.attcTcn lalandt 
'nih Ihelf Cattle ami fniclt for Callicnen or other TJnnen 
to Coucr them. Il It pouemd b> ten Icit) kinp and It 
tuniiclcntl) frulctfull of kinc, faire coalct, Cocora orrenpet 
and lemonv Tbc> made ui ficrt at n't patted bj befnp 
dcsIcTout of trade at the firtl hand which no»c thej fetch 
by Cannoet at Molalla, whear our ahipt ride. Thc> arc 
HtWc a false and an tTif4)'thfulI people ha\ inp bctra>*d some 
of Sir Jamet Lancatten men loop sithencc.’ hot none 
hannpc experience of vs at other IsUndct I doubt not 
they would repa) ne ihc> r Crcdllts 

* The Comoro croap 

“rarthermoii In /Vn'44/. yhert ihe toctttdinp tentcnce U 
^ih etpttj carclettnett lamed inio “eiitndiot llielfe North elcueo 
oerrcei il»e mlootet 

In 1591 See / fyvfft *f Str Jamtts Litncntler pp. 6, a6. 

" C 
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JuUnny lyes from Molalia East, and Mayotta in the same 
Course The Coast betweene them is euery way bould 
These three Islands are veary full of good refreeshinges, 
but Principally Mayotta, as I was en formed b}'- the Arabs 
trading in Molaha , and the Dutch stoppe thear The 
next in goodnes is Juanny, whear hues an ould woeman 
Sultanness of them all, to whom they repa)'re for Justice 
both in Ciuill and Cnminall causes Molaha hath on yt 
three Subsultans, Children of the ould woeman, two men, 
one daughter, who Gouerne seuerall parts of the Island 
The Sultan in whose quarter we Anchored hath such 
authoritye that his subjects dare not sell a Nutt untill leaue 
obtayned To which end Captaine Keeling^ sent four boates 
to his towne, desinnge libertye to trade , wher they were 
receiued by a Gouernor or rather an Admirall or Com- 
mander of the Porte, lyeing some 4 leauges to the Eastward 

^ Wilham Keeling, the “General” of the fleet He was at some 
time or other Groom of the Chamber to King James, probably before 
he entered the Compands service In their employment he was 
captain, first of the Susan and then of the Hector, in the First Voyage, 
and held the chief command m the Third He was now going 
out with a special commission to pass from port to port in the Indies, 
and regulate the Company’s affairs m all the factones As he was to 
remain five years abroad, he had pleaded very hard to take his wife 
with him For a short time the Committees were inclined to agree, 
as “ some approved of the motion as very fitting for the quiet of his 
mind and the good of his soul, and as a curse befalleth those that 
keep man and wife asunder” , but finally they determined to refuse 
the request At the last moment, however, they found that he had 
secretly smuggled his wife aboard, and it ivas only on a threat 
of dismissal that he ivas induced to leave her behind Wnting 
from the Cape, he implored the Company to send her out to him , and 
as this was not done, he hurried home in 1617 By 1618 he had 
been appointed captain of Cowes Castle , two years later he died, and 
was buned at Cansbrook, at the early age of forty-two His quaint 
epitaph, still to be seen in the church there, calls him “ a merchant 
fortunate, a captain bould, a courtier gpacious” , and that he was a 
man of real ment and capacity is evident from the terms m which 
Roe speaks of him Although there was a coolness between them at 
first, this left no real hostility , and, wnting to Pepwell on the 30th 
December 1616, Roe says emphatically that Keeling “did vse his 
authoritye with more moderation and better judgment and integntie 
then most men would, and will not be easely matched for suffiaency 
euery way, & did as well deserue the trust as any, I beleeue, they 
[the Company] can euer employ” 
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ofouffoaile where haWnpe obtained Ic4uc to come athtwrt 
vctandnl i^mc 40 ^tcn ^th Captainc Ncw-porl* The 
(lOucmof the) fmind »ittinn a Matt of Strawe under 
the ildc of a JuneW whjfh wat a budding actompanfetl 
with about 50 Men HI* apparel) w^at a 'lantcll ofldcwaml 
red I )*TKn wraptc almtt him to hU bncei hf« lrt:re^anil 
fccic bare on hU Head a elowj <apc of checker wtMwL 
The hnterpreirr* wcfeeettaloe ^Ia;;a4^ox<an1 that ipaVe 
Arabtqoc and broken I mtucuoc. Cap afne Sewport pre 
dentine him wriih a Veext and a twoord blade from 
Captain Kecltnc rrenurd a welcome and (the Couemour] 
Commandc*! 4 Tlullocka to be mumctl In ret]uit3l) and 
with Crauilleenouph eflietla)*ned them pruin^c free libeft)x 
to bu) ami k 11 and afpnffilncc uk much !»> a Me^'enner 
to the Inhabitant* round abouuand pro m ited in rend dow nc 
hi* ermne cattle but profrtvctl he Had ntjc Power in Com 
pell or male pnee for otherr but Icfle the trade open to 
coenc mam will lie tent for C<»coTe Noll* to plue the 
Compan) hfmtelfc Chawelnf Ibitle and l>me of burnt 
0 )*»ter»helU with a kernell ofa Nutt called Arraca like an 
Ackomc. It b)tt* In the Mouth avo)»lc* Kumr Coolc* 


* CtrHinjitwr Sr*rp<»ti (f JM iCiyLcapumr^ Hiw* ihtp, thr/J-n 
It lad ritti bfrfl lnirf>d<il lh*l h >K»^W cwnmirnl iSr flrtt, amt hr 
wa» hj* rw mrjfii |4raird lo Cnd Krrhnf fUerd Wm lie lud 
hid a fartrf te 150* he ihr hpannb 

fn the W«i frvdK^ jirM etnifij bjr at »jmc lo rapiDic ihe preat 
camcV MdJ f // /Ve/ Uirr be midc (\t \o>ace* •*» the he» 
irwt itu/ed kHh *iomen to ihe fe-diwwery ol ihc IkmuKlat. 
Hi» fini ti>)3{re la jhe tmke of the Eiii India Companj’ oat tn 
jaatar)' 161L *beii be cafrinl o«l Sir Robert Sherley tn the Fiftdi 
hen lo L4rf llandar »eni on lo lUnum for a tarjo of peppre nod 
wj» back In Fnjliod by Jdy 1614 a ireofd pature (**1 ibbikc", 
• loie one of ihe Company* factor! a Irtllc bier aJiodiog loan old 
wpmiHton "Captain Newport Carryeth a Fly In a bojt with 
A 'oyape Ihe one in whKh »c now find him 

Keiuminr with iheil/nr 10 ihe aolomo of 1616, he waiieni 
»nh a fr^ thJp lo Uantam and reached lhai port 00 the I $th Aopiti 
He died not lonp after boi ihe etaci date Ji m>t known, 
tt a «od notice of him by Profetwr Laophton In Ihe 
Ad/ZewM/ DhmMfx and a fcwaddiiKmal partimbn 
of bit borne life will be foond In Sl^nrr p a) /• 

C 2 
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the head, strengthens the teeth, and is all their phisicke , 
it makes one vnvsed to it giddy, and makes a mans spittle 
redd, and in tyme Coullers the teeth, which is esteemed a 
beawty This is vsd by all men howerly From the 
Gouernor they were leadd to a Carpenters howse, a Cheefe 
man of that towne , the howse builte of lyme and stone, 
Playstered with Morter or whyt lime, lowe, and little, 
Roofte with rafters of woode couered with Cocor leaues, 
the outsides watled with Canes They are keept Cleanly 
and their poore househould stuff neate, their gardens paid 
with Canes, enclosinge some Tobacco and Plantan trees 
For dinner a boorde was sett vpon tressells couered with a 
fine new Matt , benches of stone about yt likwise couered, 
on which they scatt First water was brought to euerie man 
in a Cocor shell, powered out into a wooden Platter, and 
insteed of a towell the rinds of Cocor Then was sett boyld 
rise and rested Plantens, upon the rice quarters of henns 
and Peaces of goate broyld After grace said, they fell to 
their meate, with bread made of Cuscus, beaten and 
mingled with honny and soe fryed, and Palmeto wyne and 
Cocor milke for drmke I sent a gentellman and my 
Chaplen to see the Sultan himselfe, who hues three miles 
vp m the land from Fambone, the towne of the Gouernor , 
but they found him by Chance there He vsed them 
Curteously and made them dyne with him, differing little 
from the former entertaynment, only the Gouernor and 
all others gaue him much respect, kissing his hand His 
Name is Sultan Amar-Adell, akmne to Mahomette,^ not 
vnlike to be descended of such an imposturous race , his 
Cloathes not vnlike the Gouernors but somwhat better 
stuffc, his manners differing much, being with less granitic 
and state , somwhat a light foole, and veary hastie to be 
druncke with wyne Carried by the English The other 


* /<r , a Shan/, a descendant of the Prophet. 
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Vlfc Sollan hU brother In t^ho5e quarter we wear no! I 
ttwc, beinp Come donmc to our roadc with three slaocs to 
trade. Hcc broucht 0 Ccrtifficatc from Captain Sa)*en 
that hcc had \-sd the hncHsh well In his dominion.* He Is 
as well Xm^as Sultan which Is high Priest He kept 
a kindc ofstalc In place but otherwI*c a poort bcarc footed 
roaugc. He olTcred to trade for qulcksflucr and being 
asked «hat quantitlc he would bo) repi} ed to 4 or 5 rialls 
of fight When this Marchandicc falld him hcc fell to 
b eg gi nge of shooes then t left him 

All the People arc stnekt Mahometans obscrulng much 
much of the ould Lane and at this t>me bcelnp the pre 
paration to their Kamdam, or lent* smwilling to drink 
w)mc. The) arc sear) Jclous to let thdr n-eomcn or 
AfcKheti^ be aeenc of which \rc had expcnencc b> an 
alarum of one of their Prlcita who espied one of oum 
commlng tem-ard a vfllafc who ihutl s-p all the wocmen 
and cried out If we came neare them or their church thej* 
would kill vt but b) the authoritic of the Xrrs/?*, the 
ftonc (/re) prdst was appeased and suffered It with more 
patience Many of them spcalc and wntt the Arablquc 
in a fair Character and some feu Portuguese, trading to 
Mosomblque In junks of louns made of Cocor sowed 
Insleed of Pmns Cawked tackled and uholly 6tted 
s*Ictualcd ofid fralghted with that Vnlecrsall tree. 

Here our flectc refreshed with Oxen and Cou'cs, smalc as 
two.)'carcImg but good flesh uUh goates S'cary fatt and 
large Arabian sheepe henns, Cocon orenges, lemons 

’ Eighth Vopcc (1611 14I See Saris t Darraii>'e in Prnnhu ( 
P* ■ See Ihe owe on Ibe pfCYKwi pape. 

* K^wiaseut^ Uie ninth month of the Muhammadan year obswred as 
a iirict fast, beraese In It beffan the rerclatlofi of Ibe Koran- 

* Xlowuei (from the Arabic muiJtJ probably through the Spanish 

y*r* ^<*^ The English form was onrlnaljy dfssyDabIc, as u here 
■hoiro { Its preseflt-<lav pronondattoo bring doe to the misleading In 
/ ^ other words ending In — que Th** English translation 

(1669) rfOIeariass account of the Hotsteln embassy to Perilaglrcs 
IbrooghoQt the form ‘'roosquey*' 
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lymes in great abundance, which we bought for Callicoes, 
hollands, or other lynnen, sword blads, and rialles of 
Eight , and their fruicts for glasses, knives, and trifles 
Whatsoeuer is bought for money is bought dearest 

Here was in trade a lunke of Madagascar^ with Slaues 
The Pilott of the lunke, called Malim-Abrimme,^ spake 
Portiguse, and toulde me on the Sowth side of St 
Lawrance ther was store of Amber greese, and Cokar of 
the Sea.^ Hee was skillfull in the Coast and in the lyeing 
and bearing of landes both in Course and distance 
Hee had a good partchment Carde, lyned and graduated 
orderly, which I sent to see He founde faulte with many 
things in my Carde at sight, which I mended by his 
direction, and with reason , as the distannce from Socatra 
from the Mayne, and Razinge quite out certaine Islands 
to the Sowthward of Molalia, affirming thear are non such 
His Cuntrie lyes from 1° 50' to 4®, the Port in 2° 10' N 
latitude, gouerned by one King Hee assured me of 
trade enough at his Porte to loade one ship with Marfill* 
Ambre, and Tinta Roxa^ He promised to bnng me his 
Plott and soundings and a sample of Tinta Roxa , but some 
other Cause diuerted him that hee would Come no more at 
me, notwithstanding I dealt liberally with him, in present 
and in promises To the sowth of Magadoxo all the Ports 
are Gouerned by Moonsh Petty Kings, even to Mosambique 


From Gangamora in Madagascar” (Peyton’s Journal) 

® See p 16, « Maltm is the Arabic the “instructor,” 

hence the pilot or sailing master of a vessel Pe^on mentions this 
man as “ one of theis pylotts named Bram (which is as rauche to saye 
Abram)”, and says that he tried hard to persuade the English com- 
mander to send one of the ships to the eastern coast of Africa, offering 
his own serMces as pilot. A consultation -was held, at which this 
proposal found some support ; but in the end it was judged unwise 
to dv\ide the fleet, as they might need all their force to repel a 
Portuguese attack at Surat, and time would not allow of the whole 
fleet going round by that coast 

’ Coco-de-mer. < Ivory (Sp niarjil) 

Probably orchilla weed, a lichen which grows on rocks and trees 
near the sea-coast, and yields a purple dye 
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He pcfs^'aded me that wee mJght !n mon> Places trade for 
gould and sHacr, thatmMagadoxo the bowses roofes were 
guilt, and that they had gould in Sand and mingled with 
earth which thej esteem not , off the Inland hec knew 
httlc, only naming some Places or regions bctw'ccn 
Magadoxo and Prester Jhon as Odola Mahcia, Rchamy 
and Gala ;* of which Odola and Gala arc Chaphtm which 
significth mlsbclcuers (I know‘C not whether he means 
gentiles or Christians' vsing the same promlscuousl) as 
well to Prester Jhon as to other gentiles) Off Prester 
Jhon he knovreth noe more then that he Is a great Prince 
and a Cepkarr From Magadoxo to Cambaya he w’as 
expert HIs brother, who Came with him to me, was In 
fight against the Hope* xn a Portugall shipp pressed from 
Damon, In which 4$ were slaync, more he knewx not hut 
that 3 ihipps were burned and the rest runne awa> Hec 
said the king of Dabull lookc courage on this victory and 
surprised Chaul, Damon and other the Portugalls port 
townes and was Marching to Goa That the Portugalls 
was In great dlstresse ofvlctualls. I hoped to have stored 
ro>'sclfe with more discourse from him but I was, I knowc 
not howe,prc\cnled. It weretyme well bcstow'cd to see this 
Coast and I spake to some of It , but It fared the woorsc 
for the father 

The Road of Molalia lyes In 12 10 and for the first 6 
dayes the Current setts twro leauges 0 watch SW the 
Moone increasingc. At the full we woundc up N E. the 
other way , but veary cosily, for the most parte riding 


‘ Tbac are onrecognbable i tbouch perhaps OdoU b the “Add 
of Atrmrez (part of SemuQUnd), and the bmd of the Galla trfb^ 

By Prester John U meant Ab)^nU, wbkh was by this time jcncmlly 
recopoised u the realm of Ihn m/sterkios potentate. 

' Of course be meant MA. To Mohammadans all emuide IiJam 
are Kafirt. 

* See p. 14, jv The reports of the capture of ChaoJ, &C., prth-ed 
loboontioc. 
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vpon the Current The Magadoxians made some^ absurdly 
beleeue that the Current sett 1 5 dayes one waye, and 1 5 
another, and 15 dayes still , which, because of the first 6 
dayes it sett S W. and after wee wounde up N E , it begott 
the opinione of a wonder. Butt the Current setts con- 
stantly S W , and before the full of the Moone it had such 
Power on the ebbe and flood that wee neuer wound vp , 
but at the full Moone and springe tydes we rode vpon the 
flood against the Current, it runninge vnder and the tyde 
aboue, highinge 16 foote water, and the Ebbe wyndingback 
with the Current , soe that the supposed Chainge of the 
Current was only strong tydes at the full Moone ouer- 
comminge it aboue For at sea, when the springe was 
Past, I found the same Current, and though we weare sett 
to the Eastward the first day we weighed, and to the west- 
ward the Next, the cause was the Eddies off Juanny one 
day and Angazesia the other , but being Clear of them, it 
sett his dew Course, that I raised little and did Westward 
much 

August 2. — Wee weighed from Molalia and stood our 
Course for Socatra. 

August 4, — At night Angazesia bare by Compasse 
S S E. 6 leaugs off, we steenng N E by E 

August 5 — Till noone the Sth day wee did not alter yt, 
yet we runn 16 leaugs, but raysed not aboue 10 Minnitts , 
wherby I gather we had a tyde setting 6 howers W S W 
and backe E N E , by which wee raysed and altered litle 
August 10 — In the Morning we repast the Equinoctiall 
August 14. — In the Morninge wee saw the Coast of 
Magadoxo in 4° N latitude 4 leagues off, sounding had 18 
fadome of Lowe Land, whyte sandye bankes Then wee 
stood off E N E The difference of longitude betweene the 


Peyton was one of these. He notes “they tould me of the 
strange course of the currant, which ranne 15 dayes westerly, 15 
daves easterly, and 15 dayes noe way” (Journal, p 14) 
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ma)'ncar>d Molalia In Mcrcatora prolecllon oprcdn^ «Uh 
our Account and nlw b> course haufnpc found the 
longitude of Cape Santa Aupu)({nc and Molalia to be one 
I conclude that Saint I«awrance ought to be !a)dc to the 
E. 39 or 40 Icauj^ accordfnp to mj first opfnion and all 
the Caast of the Ma) nc bccing broader then It Is la>‘de in 
the Carde mu'l be also sett In proportion to the hastu'ard 
because the distance of longitude Is right from one to the 
other though alt thdr longitude fatcc In thcmsclucs. 
From Molalia to fall with Cape dc Uussen' N N t, ^ H 
wa> IS the best Courv It bednge neces-sanc to sec the 
Ma>'nc aboutc the latitude;. In this course since ho lost 
the H-csterl) current at Angatesia I found none or \*cr) 
little, contrar} (o all Icmatls. Our Mamners In this 
Course are off aa man) opinions as poynla in theCompasse, 
both for Currents distances, and bearings according to 
Compassc or v-arlallon Hut I obsmicd the truth m the 
later end of this S M Monsonc h hlch I confess ma> alter 
In the hart of a Contrary Monson, the scttledncs of the 
causing much chalngc In Currents of nhich noc rule 
can be gcuen. 

Au^si Id. — At 8 In the Morning having stood N E, 
[N W Pjfrora 6 to make the Ma)‘nc.n c heaued the dipsall and 
had no ground At 7 a Clock at night, standing In still with 
much wyitd hcc had suddcnl) whyte water as whylc as 
niJIke, soc that wee Could not dlsccmc the flory of the sea.* 


* Do* Etitos, U Rju Awath. 

_ * **^**1* e*nefllD£ i( 8 docke patwd ouer a while gUmnp waiter 
utetJiw) but noe Rrotiod loSofadomi lyoc* (Peyton's Joonial, 
^ IB) Id Prinjt'i rorajie (1617) ibe Enelish ihips in a i>.canie inio 
eicetdxDye white tad ^ynlag water, which at first sighl was vc^ 
terrible to bchooJd (Monoox to the Cornpany. 38 Dec, 1617— £? d, 
Ntx 586). The phenoroenon was probably doe to the presence of 
aaimalcDl*. ^ ’ 

FJory U 00 doobt flurry the agitation of the sea breaking 
»■ they expected to find. Saris, in his diary 1611 i)(IO 
Maitte Records, adr), speaking of a shoal, says " yoa shall see the 
sea/*r one h yf there be anye wynd.* 
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Fearing we were near land, we heaued and had noe ground 
at 70 fadome , and by and by, discerning a black miste on 
our lee bowe. They cried out “ land !” bringing the shipp too, 
to stand off East A New alarume of land ahead and on 
both bowes , this made much Confusion amoungvs with all 
the babell language of the sea, stumbling almost aboord 
one another with more danger then of Rocks But it 
vanished like a mist, and wee stood of N E 18 leaugs till 4 
in the Morning, and then stood in againe N.W 19 leaugs, 
with a high sea and much wynd This night wee crost the 
Paralell of the sunne Northward 

August 17 — At Noone we made Cape Gtiardefuy, 8 
leaugs off west, being the Cape of the Enterance of the 
Red Sea At this hower I was 5 leaugs ashoare vpon the 
Mayne,^ some others keeping me company , the rest out of 
reckoning, fearing wee could not fetch the Mayne till we 
should ouershoote Socatra. Hence I obserue that, seeing 
after we made the land the 14th day and standing off 
N E by N and N E the variaiion alowed (as appears pro- 
tracted in the table of Course) and the land lyeing in our 
Plotts but N E and by North, wee could not have beene 
farr off, yet we stood 16 leaugs North and sawe noe land , 
but I suppose wee weare veary neare yt m the whyte ivater 
the 16 day, and then standing off that night 18 leaugs N E. 
wee stood in againe 19 leaugs N W before we made it 8 
leaugs off west Hence I say I obserue that we had both 
some Current setting to the N E , for we had raysed more 
then we could allowe by our way and wear farther off then 
we expected, and alsoe the land from Cape De Bussos in 4° 
to Cape Alabana* in 1 trendeth N N E and S S W a 
poynt more to the Northward then it lyes in the Cardes 
Soe that it is as much m the falcc bearing of the land as in 
any Current which makes all men stand off too Eastwardly 


* By reckoning 


* Probably Ras Hafun 
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and fooke for the hndc toe »ooncL Hal the nghl and 
wrest Course h to fall with the Ma>*nc in 4 and soc to 
stand alonpc the shoarc within 7 or S Icaup, 10c to sec the 
land once in 4 howen if)*ou please. The Coast is bould, 
as the Mapdoxian TiJott did assure me, From Cape 
Atabana In ft to Cape Guardafu) In t3 the land I>c3 N 
and S ^ ou maj ride > ndcr the Cajie * and brince a high 
sandie Clifte Soskth hast and the Northwardmost land >*ou 
can sec N \V by W b} the Compausse, in is fadomc water 
fakr whyic *and> proundc. The po>*nie bearing \V.S.\V 
as we stood in {s a doumcrichtc sharpe roelcc nith tHO 
Notches maklnp a Ba)*c, l>'cinp In \V3.\V Thence it 
ryseth round and higher land and I^'cs awa> towards the 
red sea N W } \V bj the Compass. We had sounding 
56 fadomc $ leaup ofT and toe 40, 20, so and 15 till »e 
Anchored In (3 fadomc, In a little ba)*©, wher we sta>*cd 
the 18th day and sawe some people In Turbanls but the> 
would not Come near si. Athoarc ther was a Tombe of 
wh>ic stone with a Pillar at each end, ncart the water 
lyde, in a sand> IJa>*c* The latitude is m 55, the v'ari 
ation 17 

Attest 19.<— At 3 in the Morning we wa)'cd and steered 
for Abdalacora* E. and E, by S. and E.S.E., having theses 
on our starboord side, 17* variation, making pn E. by N 
wayej5 Icaugs, and then we aawc Abdalacora E. by N 
3 Icaup ofTlyclng 12* 20* the bodyc of the Island. Vpon 
the West poynt there lyes a daingcrous ledge of rocks. 

* CsiTdaluI. 

* boau went atJicare wiih sanies to take some 6ibe and to 

t^ conlry pn^e, wkearw lo or la came downe, btrt (the/ 
y ^ nall of ts) wootd cot come near bot made for one of oor menn 
t o cony to them. Soe wee onljrotooke a fewefr^e fish and retorned 
“Word, not speakinf w«b tbeiru We could not dbenie any bowsen 
neare to tbe sea sWe 1 yet tbeare was a moon. 
®ent b^ of a reasonable beigbl, of lime and stone, wbeorrnder, as 
V -***” y^ enterred some gnat mann Uie deceased * (P e ytonli 
Journal, p. in. • ' ' 

Abd-eJ-Kuri, between C. Cttaniafiil and Socotra- 
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The true Course and distance from Cape Guardefuy to 
Abdalacora being E by N. i8 leaugs. From the Wester end 
therof N N E by the Compasse, 4 leaugs off, ther lyes a 
smale Island, showeing 3 whyte bankes We stood alonge 
to the Eastward end of this Island from the West end, 
lowe ragged barren land but showeing higher and higher 
till we saw tw^o high hills toward the Eastward end About 
the middle theroff there are fine sandy bayes and I suppose 
good riding, we hauing had in the openings 12 & i4fadome 
water, sandy ground. But the Dragon standing off we 
stood alongest till they tooke in all their sayles, and had 
an Anchor a Pike, but it seemes Could gett no ground , 
and supposing shee intended to Anchor, the fleete loofte 
vp Close aboord the shoare vnder the Eastermost high 
land, wher wee had ground in 18 fadome, shelly and foule 
But all our Anchors tript, soe that wee were putt off twice 
apeece, except the Dragon, whose Anchor when shee 
Came into vs helde by a Rocke, and wee stood it off and 
on, with much foule weather all that night But in the 
Morninge, having loste sight one of another, and beeing 
putt to leeward of the Island wee steered away E S E 
At 6 a Clock the 20th day by 8 wee had sight of tlie Pepper- 
come, who had shippt a sea into her Mametopp, and filled 
her betweene the decks that shee was in great perill By 
9 we sawe the Expedition alsoe ahead steering for Socatra, 
a Mightie sea on our starboord syde The variation and 
all allowed wee made our way E f N 10 leaugs, being 
to the Northward of Abdalacora in the Morninge, when 
we stood off 3 leaugs, the wynd at S by W At 12 at 
Noone wee sawe the W end of bocatra E by the Com- 
passe 3 leaugs off, soe that the true course and distance 
betweene them is E N E 13 leaugs From the W end of 
Socatra 2 leaugs off N W by N there showes a Rock like 


* One of the two islands called “The Brothers” 
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a Mile or a Ruyoed Church. At 5 of the Gock In the 
aftemoone we Anchored In the scconnd ba>*c' from the 
\V end of the Island wher we rode In 6 fadomc water 
Crosse Mnd and brouRhl the ro>mlf the one East the 
other West, betnp a mlphtlc hlfhc ClffTc. This Is In 
la* 50, x'ariatlon 17 50 At 8 at nichl the wjmd PowTcd 
downc the hills With such Wotence that we droue Into 15 
fadome, our Anchor bdnpc broken and having lett fall 
another our Cable broke, and then utc were forced to bend 
our shcate Anchor and lett It and Ride by a whole 
shott, having sirookc all our >Tards and topmasts. We 
had much adoe to ndc It out, haWnpe a w)ndward shnar 
within a nine, but soc much w>*nd till morning as noc ould 
seaman In our fleete ever sawc or felt. 

21 — This day at 4 In the Aftemoone the Ad 
miralP came Into the Roadc with soe much w)md that shoe 
splltt her foresane, wherb) ihce was putt to lewward and 
Anchored In a baye at the East end of the ba) wee rodd In 
against lowc whylc «nd hills In ip fadome water shec 
having tta)*cd it Abdala [cora] the 20th day hopingc we 
had been able to recoucr agalne the Island 
Avp^st 22.— We weyed with much adoe, having had the 
same violence of wj-nd the-nlght past ai wee had the first 
night, and Came to Anchor In the little baye by the 
Admiral! In 13 fadome water, sandye ground where we 
rede at case this night, the w>nd being dispersed by the 
lesser hills and valcy bctwcenc vs and the high land. Here 
we spake one with another and berooned our losses, the 
AdmiraJl having speptaMayncanda fore Course, and bent 
a sheate Anchor straight out, we bmke an Anchor and a 
Cable and bent another, and almost wore asunder a wholle 
shott, the Peppercemt lost 3 Anchors and 2 Cables and 


* Peyton calls It the road of C alcncU, Golfoosir 

* The Dragon, 
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fretted another, the Expedition lost 4 Cables and Anchors ; 
for both at Abdalacora and those high lands of Socatra the 
wyndes Power down with such impctuousnes and the 
Ground soe Rockye, that I advise all men to forbeare to 
Anchor vnder them, for if they be putt from their Anchors 
in the night they shall fall soe farr to Leward that they 
cannot recouer the Island but must loose Company But 
if night or weather force them to Anchor, Ictt them Choose 
to nde where sofhe lower land breakes the violence of the 
wynde from the hills Wee Rodd in the second quarter of 
the encreasing Moone, which rose then aboue the Horizon 
about 12 at Noone and sett at Midnight, at which tym 
these wyndes beginn to rage soe long as shee is vnder the 
earth, and rising againe it becomes temperate The 
Moone is a great ladie of weather in these parts and re* 
quires much obseruation 

August 23 — We weyed togeather, and Came to Anchor 
afore Tamara, the kings towne, bnnginge the lowe Poynte 
to the East of the high sandy hill without itt E by N , in 
10 fadome water, a Mile from the Towne Here the Sultan 
sent vs woord the wynds were from the hills so forceable 
that we should hardly ride, but advised vs to goe to Baya 
Delicea,^ 2 leaugs to the East, where he would meete vs 
It is a veary good Roade, deseruinge the name of delight- 
full for the Peaceablenes thereof! in respect of others It 
IS a valley of much lower hills, betweene the water and the 
R^gid Mountaines of Tamara You may bringe the two 
little hamocks that lye on the lowe poynt without the high 
land to the Eastward, S E and the lowe land that was 
E by N in Tamara Road NW by W, and ride in 10 
fadome within f of a mile of the shoare The latitude is 
13° 5^ the variation 18° 20' The Ground is whyte sand but 
Rockye, soe that you must wotch or boye your Cables ^ 


^ Delishi 


* To keep them from rubbing 
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24-— U c came 10 Anchor by 9 Jn the Momfnge 
fn Ba}‘a DcHcia where the Sultan Mett vt with all his 
Pom pc. 

Socalra U an Island in the Mouth of the Red Sea, called 
AncientI) Dioscuria or Dioscorfda, siandinp in 12 55 , 
pouemed bj a Sultan called A mar ben S dd,. borne in the 
Island the sonne of the klnp of Partaque in Arabia Pfclix, 
called Sultan Sci^ Hen grid who was Sqljan of Socatra 
In the l>*me of hit grandfather at thit ihalbc kin;; after his 
father of Fartacque, and hit sonne leftc at Socatra. The 
kingdom of Partacque Ires from 15 to 18 alonpc the 
Coast of Arabia, and to the North to the Mounta) ns. Hee 
is at Peace with the Turke (who houldcs all Arabia in 
Tribute, except thl* Cuntrle) on this Condition to send 
5000 Menn in a)*dc of the Turke, If he requir ik to be paid 
b> the Turke, without other acknowledgment Thcar lyes 
Ncarethesea a Petty king about Dofar with whom he 
dare not Meddle being in the Grandsignfors protection. 
This Is the relation of Amar Ben Seid of Socatra. The 
Saltan of Socatra mett our Aeete with 300 or thereabouts 
havingc sett vp a tent at Ba>*a Deiccia. He rode \pon a 
horse, and 3 of his Chiefe seruanis on two horses and one 
Camcll, the People Marching before and bchmdc him 
shottttlngc after the Turkish manner with tu-o Guardca 
one of souldicTs which arc his Cuntnmen and 12 
of his priuat Guard, hlered Gusaratts some with 
Turkish bowes some wdth Pistoils, some with Muiketts 
all with good fwoordei. He had a few kcttell drums 
and one TrumpetL When the Generali n^ent ashoar 
he rccclucd him ndlh slate and Curtesle. Hee is a 
subtile man, of good vnderalandlng as appeared by hli 
gouerraent and diuers answers. He Raignes soc absolutely 
that noe man can sell any thing but him selfc. His People 
silt aboute him with great respect , his officeri standing ly 
who take account of trade, and rcceiuc and payc. His 



32 


THE EMBASSY OF 


[1615 



Clothes are of Suratt stuffs, after the Arabes Manner, with 
a Cassocke of wrought velvett, red and whytt, and another 
the ground gould, a very good Turbant, but barefooted 
Euery night at sunne sett they stand or kneele all toward 
the sunn and pray, the Xertff throweinge water on their 
heades Their Religion is Mahometan The King s 
T ow ne of Tamara is built of lyme and stone why ted ouer. 
Battled and Pinnacled, the howses 
It showes faire in the Road, but when 
popre^ Master Boughton^ borrowed the kings horse, and 
obtayned leaue to see his house, the king sendinge a Sheck 
with him Hee found it not answerable to the apperances, 
yet such as an ordinary gentellman might make a shifte 
with in England His lower roomes were vsd as ware- 
howses, one as a wardrope, wher hung along the ^a lls some 
Changes of robes and 25 bookes of their law, religion, story, 
and Saints hues (of which I could obteyne non) , but aboue 
noe man may Come, to see his wifes, which are 3, nor other 
weomen (but the ordinary are scene in the Townes, with 
their ears full of siluer rings) In the Church the Preist 
wks at seruice, llult seeing Master Boughton take out his 
watch he soone finished, and Came and woondred Ther 
was prouided 3 henns for their dinner with rise, and for 
drink water and Cohu,^ blake liquor taken as hotte as may 


Master Humphrey Boughton, “one of His Majestie’s pentioners”, 
applied to the Company in Dec., 1614, for leave to go in the fleet as a 
passenger, “ his desire beeinge to spend some tyme and his owne 
meanes m traualmge into remote kingdomes” His request was at 
first refused , but afterwards, finding that he was determined to go if 
necessary in a Dutch ship, and fearing, too, that he would carry the 
matter to the king, the Court decided to accede to the application, 
and room was accordingly found for him on the Peppercorn A further 
motive for granting his req^uest was that he proposed to make his wa) 
^ China, and it was thoiignt that “ yf a lettre may be procured from 
ms maiestie \’nto the Emperor of China good vse may bee made 
thereof” The letter seems to have been obtained, but Boughton was 
not destined to make use of it, for he died at Burh.^npiir, within two 
months of his landing at Surat 
® Coffee (Arabic kahwa) 
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be cndarcd At his relume the king In Complement said 
hec had scene a poore Place, but desired him to accept 
It Thcr Is a Caitcll four square on a hill a Mile from 
Taraara, but hec could not gett licence to see it The 
People arc of 4 sorts Arabs his cufitnmcn who It scemes 
are his strength and such as arc not the Ancient InhabI 
tans but Come in ivlth the Conquest of his Ancestors 
and these obey him and dare not speake \nthout lyccncc 
(as apeared when one seemed of quallity spake he asked 
him how he durst open his Mouth In his presence) but 
aproching kisse his hand A seconnd sort arc slaucs who 
when they Come to him kisse his footc, and those doc 
all his worke and make his AIocsc. A thdrd sort arc 
as I suppose, the ould Inhabitants of the Country (but 
not the eldest) called Pedw^ncs,* the same which other 
historians hauc called Jacobits Christians that have longc 
dwelt (here ivfth these he hath had a uarr (as the Arabs 
reportX ducll In the Mounta>na, very Populus, but 
arc now at Peace, on condition to Hue quictl) and to 
breed their Children Mahometans which I pcrcduc they 
doe not, having noc manner of conucrsatlon with the Arabs, 
The reason wh> I take them to be the ould Jacobite 
Christians mentioned by Maginus’ Purchase’ and others, 
Is because Master Houghton sawc an ould Church of theirs 
In the w-aj to Tamara, left desolate, the doore shutt but 
only tyda Bccing deslcrous to enter yt, the Skeclt his 
guide tould him It wa^ full ofsplritts , yet hce adventured 
In, and found an Alter with Images and a Crosse vpon yt 
which he brought out Then the Sfudl:t tould him they 
wen* a people of another religion but very loath to hauc 
them much enquired after as I suspect (knowtung them 
to be a kind of Christians) doubting wee would eyther wish 

' Dedawln. 

’ Giovanni Antonio MagiqL tbo Padoan geo gra pher (1556-1618). 

hee the aecond editkai (1614) of the P 7°^ 
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them better, or not suffer them to be oppressed The 4 
sortt are a Sauage People, poore, leane, naked, with long 
haycr, eating nothing but rootes, hidinge in Bushes, con- 
uersing with none, afrayd of all, without howses, and almost 
as Sauadge as beasts , and by conjecture the true ancient 
naturalls of this Island ^ 

This Island is very mountaynous and barren , havinge 
some beefes, goates and sheepe, a few dates and oranges, 
a little rice, and nothing else for sustenance Of Comodytie 
they have Aleos, which is the Juyce of a leaue like Semper- 
uiue.2 They make a poore Cloth of their woole for the 
slaucs The king had Sanguis Draconis and Indico of 
Labor, but held it deare , many small Ciuitt Catts and 
Ciuitt All is either the kings, or passes his handes and 
price He hath a handsome Gaily and Junk of Suratt, 
with Marnners that serue him to transport his goodes for 
wages by the yeare The king hath some knowledge of 
Prester John, confessing him the greatest Prince in the 
world, above the Turke and Persian, giuinge faire reasons 
for his opinione Hee hath amonge his slaues diuers 
Abbassines Hearing our hoeboyes in the Generali’s boate, 
he asked if they were the Psalms of David , and beeing 


^ This account of Socotra and its inhabitants may be compared 
with those g^ven by Barbosa (Hakluyt Soc. ed , p 29), John Vorf^Leo 
Afneanus, Hakluyt Soc ed , i , p 86), William Finch (Purefias, 
1, 414), and Thomas Love {Pbyag-es of Lancaster, p 165) See also 
for a recent description the late Mr J T Bent’s article m the Nineteenth 
Century for June, 1897 The Chnstianity of the islanders is dealt 
w’lth in Cosmos Indicopleustes (Hakluyt Soc. ed , p 119), Cathay and 
the Way 1 hither {\, pp clxxi , 168, n). Yule’s Marco Polo (11, p 342), 
Travels of Varthema (p 290, w), and Herbert’s Travels (p 31) A 
cunous reference to the subject m Montaigne’s Essats (Book 1, ch 56) 
may also be noticed 

® “ 1 vnderstood of the making Alois Suckatnna which is onelye 
of the Icaucs of Scmperviues (lyke those in Spaine, Portugall and other 
places in Christendom) They cutt the topps and rootes awaye, and 
press the Juce out of the best leaues and boyle it to a ccrtaine height, 
then being putt into earthen pottes and stopt verry close from the ayre 
(in which manner it standeth eight whole months) is become perfect 
Aloiis Suckatnna and is put into smale skinns merchantable to sell ” 
(Peyton’s Journal, p 23) 
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answered "yes**, he replied it was the Inucntlon of the 
diuell who did Invent yt for king David who before 
praysed God with his llppes And hart in deuotlon but alter 
it was leftc to senclessc instruments.* The) buryc their 
dead all in Tombe3,and haue In great reuerance the Monu 
ments of thdr Saints, wherof there haue been many But of 
most account Sddy Hachira buried at Tamara who being 
slalne 100 >Tara since by the Portugalls once inhabiting 
here, apperes to them and wames them of dangers to 
ensue. They impute the violence of wyndcs to his walking 
and haue “him In wonderfull reuerance. I never went 
ashoar not knowelng what entertainment I should find in 
respect of the qualety I bare but glcand up the most 
probable reports. If I had gone mysclfe, and conferd with 
the king or could haue spoken with any of his people of 
vnderstanding I had enquired further to satisfie the 
Cunous. But all the Interpreters followed the Generali, 
that I had noe oportunitfe. The Generali delluered him a 
lettre from the king which hcc recciued with soe much 
seeming Content as If hee knewe hlmselfe not worthy such 
a fauour and alsoc a P r e se nt from the Corapanv for 
which be returned 10 Beefes, 30 Goates, and 20 hens,® and 
at his departure some particular presents, which I vndcr 
stand not thdr qualltyc. 

Sedng by many experiences the wyndcs are In August 
IOC violent about Abdalacora, Socatra, and betweene them 
and the Cape Guardfue — as is evident by Sir Henry 
Middleton who stood for Socatra from Cape Guardafue 
the 26th of August and with much hazard of bedng putt 
to Leeward did in fetchfug the Island of Socatra spend 
his topcsalles and both hts Courses, the P^>p€reomt brake 


Tbe ose of mtulcal (nttnaneoU for religious porpcMcs is bx 
Mnlummadans to be cootruy to the teaching of Uw Prophet. 

twenty Poats, t w entv bens, three bullocks, and a 
tpanmy of fruit, tobacco, bottcr and nco {Joamal, p. n). 
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her Mayneyard and came not in two dayes after, ^ and the 
Darling escaped not without damage — And if it be Con- 
sidered what losse our fleete susteyned this yeare in Cables, 
anchors, and Sailes to the valew of 500/? at least, besides 
the hazard of not Meeting againe, beeing soe dispersed as 
we had all loste sighte one of another, and after beeing 
Meett, of being putt from our Anchors without hope to 
recouer the Island , and, which is the greatest feare and of 
most Consequence, that if any ship misse eyther Abdala- 
cora from the Cape, or Socatra from Abdalacora and fall 
to the Sowthward, beeing then a Lee shoare, in such ex- 
tremities of wynd, ther wilbe noe Possibilitye to Claw it 
off, and the loss of one shipp will not be Counteruayled by 
Aloes in 20 yeares, nor the Gayne any yeare doe more then 
answer the ordinary losses of such weather as eyther Sir 
Henry Middleton or our fleet Mett with, And that ther is 
noe certaintye of fetching Socatra, except the Mayne or 
Cape Guardafuy be made, and that outwardbound you 
must Come in this Monnth or sooner (which is somuch 
the woorse) or not at all, because the Monthsone will else 
be spent before you can gett Suratt Therefore I giue my 
aduice that the fleete stop not at all outwarde bound at 
Socatra , But, from Molalia having made Cape Guardafuy 
and there rested a Convenient tyme for refreshing, or 
attending the later end of the Monthsone if it be soone in 
the yeare, shape theyr Course right for Suratt If it be 
objected that they shall want their vsuall refreshings, I 
answer At Socatra the victualls is both Carrion and as 
dearc as in England, goodnes Considered, the water fair 
to fetch and dangerous, soe that euerie fleete hath lost some 
men in rowling it downe a stream full of deepe holes At 

' See Voyages of Lancaster^ p 185 

^ The Expedition lost a man from this cause “ the watering place 
IS full of deape pittes and holes, ouer which the caske, being filled, 
must be rowted, which hee vndertooke, vnable to swimme, aduentured 
past his deapth and sanke downe ivith the caske, soe drowned” 
(Peyton’s Journal, p 22) 
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Cape Guardafu) >*ou shall ride at Ease and \Wthout doubt 
trade plcntlfull) and Cheape and hshc at Pleasure , and 
though \rcc made noc experience of trade, ^•et we sau'c 
People In Turbants and Clothed, who assuredly If u*e had 
staj'd mought haue beenn drawnc to bnngc do\mc Cattle 
for not farr to the west of that place Sir Henrj Middleton 
and some other shipcs had excellent goats and sheepc for 
trifles, as both his loumalPfind Master Uarrett* ofhisouTie 
experience haue enformed me. 

When the flcctc is anued at Surall, the shIpp appo^mted 
to retume must haue her lading prouldcd ready that shcc 
may not sta) c past December to keepe the other shippcs 
to Attend her tafet> uhlch thc> must doc or expose her 
to the Portugalls , and soe they ma> stand off to sea 
and she come for Socatra w'ith the N E Monsonc 
when the season Is Catme and shcc may ride b> a 
haief*and buy Aloes both oulder dT>cr and Cheaper 
for out of doubt (if it were insisted \*pon) they would be 
had for halfc mon> halfc goodcs. M> reason Is grounded 
on this experience that although this ycarc the king said 
hcc would haue all Mon> yet after he had sould for mon> 
he bought fwoord bladi at great rates with the same Monny 
and diuers other Comoditics. And besides all the Cloth 
he and his people wxare are stuftes and Callicoes of Suratt 
which Guseratts bring and fetch his Monny Therfor I 
see noc reason why bee should not as well take them of vs^ 
with halfc mony for his goodcs as of them for all mon> 
He Is vndcrstanding enough and Frcndly to our Nation, 
and wilbe drawmevnto thisCoursc vpon the former reasons 
If not yet hcc will honestly part with Mony for swoordcs, 
ituffcs, and some 2 or 3 Pecccs of slluerd veluctts, or such 
trifles as may be fitted In England for he bought two 

* See PurckMSy I p 260 IMUrt hccfivt^ li P- 57 

0 ^ • lUnrick b meant (seep 4 

* Hawser 
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watches at great rates He "hath all the year Alices ready, 
and m great quantityes Our earnestnes hinders our owne 
Markett By this Course you shall saue the hazard of a 
whole fleete to stop in the violence of weather, for that one 
ship with noe hazard may dispatch, returning in that 
Monsone before the wynd and riding at Tamara roade 
smooth and Calme , from thence to Molaha for refreshing, 
and soe to the Cape , whereby men shall come in health and 
in sommer vpon our Coaste , for our late returnes, few 
refreshings (by reason of hast) kills vp our Men, hazardes 
your goodes, and discreditts the voyadge 

August 31 — At night we weighed and stood off our 
Course for Suratt 

September 1 3 — This night I was by reckoning from the 
W end of Dm 6 leaugs off, it bearing E J N We sounded, 
and had 36 fadome, Oazy ground Then wee shortned 
saile till Midnight, sounding euery two howers , and, 
shoahnge easily, at midnight we lay a Trye 

September 14. — At fewer in the Morning we sett Saile 
and stood N.E by N to make the land of Dm, which hy 6 
we sawe, a round homock 6 leaugs off. Beeing shott 
somewhat in, in 20 fadome water wee steered ouer E S E 
to make E J S way with little wynde , a pretty tyde, 

S^tember 1 5 — We steerd away E S E. for the mayne, 
euerie two howers sounding in 17 fadome water, havingc 
the Ebbs and floudes on our broadside both wayes, 
Northcring as much one way as we Sowthered the other 
Towards Morning we had the shoaling of a sand to the 
North 12 fadome water At 7 a Clocke, the wynde beeing 
veary weake and the Ebb hard bent, we came to Anchor 
in 13 fadome, all softe ground At Noone, the wynde 
Coraminge vp at N E , at the begininge of the floud we 
weighed and stood away S E by E , being able to lye noe 
Nearer The floud running N E , we droue soe to the 
North that at 4 a Clock wee had a shoaling hard sand 10 
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fadome North Loofclng up C it shoald againc, and 
then we stood cloic Sowth the wjTid bccing \cercd to 
theW^W^but »s*cc were enclosed with a hookc of the 
tame sand in 8 fadumc water Then we bare vp into 10 
fadome and came to Anchor resolving to ride all night and 
to tumc it out S.\V with the Next Ebb. It highed here 3 
fadome water Latitude 20 28“ 

16. — At 6 in the Morning at the first of Lbb 
wcw'cighcd and tumd outSW l>*cing one wa> Sowth (till 
wee came into 6 fadome and a halfe a short boord right 
vpon the sand) the other wa> N \V deepning by the edge 
to 14 fadorm At 10 a clock we found deeper u'ater S b E 
17 18 and 19 fadom Our boates and the CxptdtUcn gott 
over the end of the sand in the Morning in 6 fadom and a 
halfe, bceing butt Narrow Hut w'ec durst not come Ncarc 
yt, but turning out gott about the poynt, and when the 
Ebb was donn came to an Anchor In 20 fadom softe 
ground latitude 20 24 Wee durst not stand a\«iy vpon 
the flood, because we were vnccrtalnc whether we vrere 
over the Eastermost sand or bclwecnc that and the other 
we fcltc the day before bang Newly Come out with 
much trouble. At 3 n Clock In the Aftemoone we sawc the 
land, bedng hidden before In a fogg bearing from E. by S 
to E,N E. along 8 leaugs off, wherby w‘cc found we were 
gott about \hc Easter moste lan de Into the Channel l 
b etweene that and the May ne. Then we weighed wdth the 
rest of the flood and stood away S E., making by reason 
of the variation and the floud an E. way some 3 leaugs 
and then the Lbb being come and little \v) nd we came to 
Anchor in the same depth 20 fadom water soft ground 
Damon bearing E.N E- 5 leaugs off" and the I’oynt of the 
sand W N W and from Damon W by b. in the latitude of 
20 35 

Soc that I will giuc this gcncrall rule to all men that 
come for Suratt that If they desire to make the land of 
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Diu, and being 6 leaugs off, about 20 fadom water, they 
must stand off to the Sowthward S S E., the variation con- 
sidered, to make a S E way to goe Cleare of all the shoales, 
and m that Course they neede not stop Ebb nor floud, 
having any gale, prouided they take as many Ebbes as 
floodes , soe they shall haue fine shoaling, neuer vnder 
20 fadome, till they make the Mayne, toward which they 
may stand bouldly into 12 fadome , and after, the floud 
will lead them alonge the land, borrow^eing vpon the 
shoaling of the Mayne and of the Eastermost sand, to 
keepe the Channell , both the sandes lye NE and SW 
& an indifferent Channell betw^eenc them , but it is veary 
daingerous for those that knowe it not to fall amonge 
them, and veary diflnlcult to gett out, beemg hooked in 
3 wayes, though ther is 6 or 7 fadom water ouer the 
Southermost end of them But I am of opinione it is 
better and safer not to make Diu at all, but, being gotten 
into 20° or 20° 10' at the most, to stand away ESE to 
make an E Sowtherly way to the Mayne, for the shoaling 
of the Mayne is as good and as bould as at Diu, from lO 
fadom to 20, and soe in sight of land shoaling to 12 fadom 
3 leaugs off , wherby you shall goe out of all dainger of 
the shoales, and noe adUise from Dm by frigatts shall 
prevent your Comminge in Off Damon ther lyes a shoale 
2 leaugs off the shoare 

September — At Noone we weighed with the floud 
and stood m E by N 19, 18, and 17 fadom, the wynd at 
W S W , and Nearing the land, we stood N E by N and 
N N E 16, 15, 14, and 13 fadom some 9 leaugs, the Coast 
trending from Damon to Suratt N N E The floud setting 
N E., it being spent we came to Anchor in 13 fadome 6 
leaugs shortt of Suratt 

The land at Damon is high To the sowthward ther is 
a round hill much higher , to the Northw'ard somewhat 
lower land then Damon, showeing diuers round hommockes. 



SIR THOMAS ROK. 


41 


itfis] 

and the mewt NortherirafdmcHt hJph land scene Is some 
what ragged mlh Iiillc Copped hills >7>on it and betueene 
il and the water Icm-c land the trees seemingc to Hand in 
the sea. The Townc of Damon shoucs 3 wh> ic tott^ers or 
CaslcUet. 

SefUmter 18, — In the MomIn|j at flood u'c weighed 
and stood N N E. some 3 howers along the Coastc, being 
all loirc land discerning on?) the trees and some jonclvs 
and rngclts standing in, and came to anchor in 9 fadom 
water 3 Icaugs ihortl of the barr of Suratt bearing N E, 
Our deepthca were from 13 fadom 12,11 10 and 9. 

At Noonc with the flood wte stood awa) N N £. along 
the 8haarc9and to fadome water some 3 Icaugs toscanard 
of the riuer of Suratt On the Sownhsidc thcrofT in a lufll 
of trees (her standcs a wh)'tc house liVc a Tower* from 
whence dUceming S»'all>*cdgingcin as theOianncII Is)*®, 
we had is \6 and t; fadom arxi bceing shott a Htle to the 
Northifc’ard we came to Anchor In 8 fadom water, soft 
ground close b> the edge of a sand. The Pff^rcome and 
BspedtUsn bceing two Cables Icnghl ahead Anchored in 
6 fadom. At lowc water the Ffffcncmt being somewhat 
nearer came aground, but tookc noc hunt It highes here 
3 fadom flood. 

Sffttmbcr 19. — In the Momingc a frigatt Came to the 
\V of vs, which vre supposing it had ?)cnn a PortugalU spie, 
made some fewe shott to fetch her in but ihcc stood away 
for Cambaya, Wngc one of the Cuntric. At 8 a Clockc 


* "A blghe white boyldiog called a Mgode or chorchc*’ (Peyton’s 
Jotmat P* aS). 

* A roadstead iltuaied a few miles north of the month of the TaptI 
Rim- The English ships otnallr anchored here as the nrer 
cwincc was loo shallow to pennif Of larre vessels entcrlnr It. In 
«er rears, the beach dimng the stay of toe fleet presented the aspect 
“ ■ fair being hoed with booths and foil, as Fryer says, ** of two sorts 
of Vennio, the Fleas and Danyaos* In his time the Company’s 
wr^ls had a bocse at the wrnlemdeu wbw they mpermtended the 
laoaiqg and lading of cargoes, Sorat Itself bdog ten ratles distant by 
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we mand our fower long boates, and sentashoare, wherwee 
found ready one Bidolph^ a factor, and one Robart that 
had liued long with the Portugalls They came presently 
aboord the Generali, and after to me, relating that ther was 
not one Portingall frigatt on the Coast, but that they 
labored a Peace with the Mogull on condition to Bannish 
the English, but had yet effected nothing ,2. The new viceroy 
vnheard of at Goa , some of the factors sicke, and Master 
Edwardes^ aboue with the King, but noe Newes of extre- 
ordinarie fauoure , Mochrebchan^ remoued to the Court, 
and a New Gouernor for the Prince® sent to Suratt, for 
whose Mayntaynance that Prouince is lately dcssigned , he 
bears a faire countenance to the English, but effects little 
Ther was noe lading come downe for a ship, nor any 
Newes of those gone vp to prouid yt , But Bidolf tould 
me in 1 5 dayes they Could prouide to lade one ship with 
Indico — his performance I knowe not 


‘ William Biddulph, who had gone out with Captain Best in 1612 
Keeling placed him m charge of the factory at the Mogul court, and 
he was consequently with Roe nearly the whole of the latter’s stay in 
the country He returned to England in 1623 Roe thought him 
“ faithfull but a little opmiastre, and of good ordinary abihtye” 

* See Roe’s letter of the 24th November, 1615 ^g'ven laier) 

^ William Edwards, the English representative at the Mogul 
court, had been sent out m Downton’s fleet (1614) as cape merchant 
On his arrival at Surat he was despatched to court as the English 
representative, but, though painstaking and conscientious, he was not 
at all a success in that position The factors complained of his dila- 
tonness, while his mild character induced him to put up with slights 
m a way which by no means smoothed the path of his energetic 
successor After Roe’s arn\al at Ajmere, Edwards proceeded to 
Surat, where he was censured by the other factors m consultation, and 
sent home in disgrace There is no further record of him 

Mukarrab Khdn, w ho, as v iceroy of GujSr^t, had been the persistent 
enemy of the English His name was Hassii, and the title by which 
he IS always known was given him for his skill in surgery Jahangir in 
his memoirs speaks of him as “ one of my most confldential officers” 
As mentioned later, he soon resumed his post in Gujdrdt, and retained 
it until displaced by Prince Khurram Mukarrab Khdn then received 
the government of Behar, whence, three years later, he was transferred 
to that of Agra. He was pensioned off at the beginning of Shdh 
Jahdn’s reign, and died sonic years later at the age of ninety 

Pnnee Khurram, third and faiounte son of Jahdngfr, and after- 
wards the Emperor Shdh Jahdn 
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Sfffnuhr ^ — In ihc Morning the Gcncfal) dupjtchcd 
Bidoir txhoarc with a lettre njnicd b) the Gcficrall to the 
Gouernor of Suratt in ii^lAe nt) arriuali the Copjdc I 
kcq)clnm> boocW* At li»o»Clo<kc tree wcifjhed, having 
»imdcd ihc barr 3 footc at lone water and wdlh the last 
qMrter ebb stood back tw^ mdc to the edp c of the barr 
and some trhat nearer the land and Came to Anchor at 5 
fadom and a halfcat l^wcw-ater bnnctng (he lone smooth 
po>‘nlc with the two hijjhc Talmcto trees S bj K. and the 
Notthvrardmovt land showtinp like an Island N S K. 

Stftfvthr at— The GentraU sent ashoarc but had no 
rttumc. The EjffJtlt n gotl over the Harr’ 

3i— A Messenper came from Ihc Gouemor of 
Suralt tvith anvn-er of the lettre a Complement that I 
should be welcome, and If I would dessigne the da)c he 
would iend 30 horse for m> trainc and his Commanders 
to mcette me and In all things studdic to puc me that 
Contentment his power or the means of the Place did 
alToord ar>d If (he Merchants could find a howse cmptic, 
he wrould Command it for me. Hut because hec orTcred 
me rsone 1 sent to lake one. 

Sepumhr aj-— 1 sent ashoare about m> house, and with 
a Complement to the Gouemor this Message that >*nder 


' See Wk> 56 of the US fi »ni»o«nc« llui In cooset{oeTicc of tbt 
fricfkDjr rtceprlon of fixmer messeoeefv and ihe aKrTeiurnt made wiih 
Captain Ben, ibe Kfnp of Eoctaml, ** for ihe beiler esubflshnsent and 
CooHrmaiton of the aaid happy amytic and Ipvic'* has sent a twble 
nan of bit Conn and Chamber »iih lelltra of Credence and rich 
Presents amhonsed »nh foW Commission vndtr the Great 

oealeof Eni^od and firma of his ^IaWlIe at hb Ambassador as 
*tll to Confratolaie ihe uM mlrhiy Kine the Great MofoU as to 
pfopmmd, treate, and coodode of sundry afaners of Coosetjtienec f 
and h aim notIn that the envoy {Hoposes to (and and renir to some 
town « rest (haTlD|» be^ long at sea; umil tbe pleasure of the Emperor 
Is known as to hh ;oumey to the C^n. 

* ** Soe that I coold comatmd boeth sen and land rootsd me with my 
®rtaa»ce, by which meanes onr bMtes goint and retoamfaig from 
w shoare wore secored from pilfering mseJls & friggottes, «hfch 
owrwlje would haoe loiercepted ihera, ns In former voyadges 
(Peyton*! Journal, p. 19). 
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Standing the Custome of the Kings officers to search euerie 
thing that came ashoare, euen to the Pocketts of mens 
Cloathes on their backs, for Custome, I, beeing an Ambas- 
sador from a Mightie King, did expect to haue all things 
appertaynmnge to myselfe and my Followers free by 
priuiledg , giuinge him the woord of one of my qualetye 
that there should not be landed vnder that protection one 
penny woorth of Marchandize, and that if any such affront 
were offered me, I would returne to the shipes, vntill I had 
order from the King his Master 

This day I dispatched a lettre to Master Edwardes at 
Adiumere the Mogulles Court, which the Generali signed 
with me, the Coppie whereof I keepe ^ 

September 24. — Answer was returned that it was the 
Custome of this Cuntrie that nothing could passe but by 
the Custome house, and thear to be searched , but, because 
they would doe me as much fauour as they could answere, 
the Gouernor would send an officer to the waterside to 
take note of those things belonging to me and scale them, 
and they should goe without stopp to my house, wher the 
Customer should Come and visitt them, but not in the 
nature of a search, but only to be able to answere they had 
seene what I landed , for myselfe and my followers, they 
should be free from all offer of affront After some dispute 
with the Messenger, I yeeilded to yt, and returned answer 
that on the morow, the 25, I would land my Chests and on 
the 26 come ashoare in expectation of the horses and Com- 
pany offered and the Honorable reception promised by 
the Gouernor 

September 25 — I landed my Chests and prouitions, with 
directions to suffer them to be sealed, but not opened , and 
to dehuer them at my house and to prepare yt next day 
This day came a handsome frigatt from Cambaya with a 

^ See f 56 of the MS It announces Roe’s arrival and directs 
Edwards to acquaint the King therewith 
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prJndpall Scrvanl of the Goucmor^ aboord the Generali 
and with ComplcmcntJ of Frcndahlp and desire of trade 
to thejT touTic as a head Citj He jjaue the Generali a 
Present of i«ectmcal« and some fewe stuffs In the Name 
of the Gouemor and dcstnnp to bu> some vancl>'cs or 
tojxs for lhc>T Master cspcaall) enquiring for Fnglish 
Sw>mc for the Mogull In which beast hec lakes Infinite 
delight hadng had Hso from one ship the last )carc, 
telling the Generali he should find the new Gouemor of 
Suratt a Clcmmc and a Trend of our cnem)*cs, but that if 
wee would make our residence at Camba>'a u-c should 
rccciuc notable Content The Generali lould them thcr 
was an Embassador sent b> the king of England that was 
the next Morning to land a man of qualet>c and smtill 
he sawc what rceeption he should f>'nd and how theyr 
busines stood Ts*llh the factor> with the Pnncipalls wher 
olT he had not spoken, he could rcsoluc nothing , but In 
other Complements gaue them Content At this name of 
an Ambassador thej laughd one vqxm another , it becing 
become ridiculous so man) hauing assumed that title, and 
not performed the offices and though the Generali did 
endcauour to make them better \’ndcrstand >t they ntnild 
not, and so did ncircr offer to ulsllt me, Be*idca,whcn the 
Generali dealt with the MakaJotc^ of Sw'ally (a Trend to the 
English) that they must not cstccmc me In the qualet>‘e of 
iny forerunners with all the right he Could doc to honor 
his Majestic, yet he when he was ashore answered he could 
not tell nor any else, but that I might be an Imposture 
as well 03 the rest , and this was da> lc> objected unto \*s 
caen from the Cheefe of SuratL I mention these only to 
lett the Company vnderstand how meanly an Embassador 
was esteemed at my landing how they subfcctcd them 
selucj to all searches and barbarous Customes, and became 

‘ Hbdostanl m^ktidduot from tke Arable muhtddtm^ a bead 
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sutors to the Gouernors and great men, who, as appears by 
the discourse Following, sufficiently vnderstand the rights 
belonging to that qualetye , and that therefore, if it seeme 
to any that shall heare of my first carriadge that. I was 
eyther too stiff, to Punctuall, too high, or to Prodigall, 
lett them Consider I was to repayre a ruynd house and 
to make streight that which was crooked If I had beene 
the first that euer landed vnder that title, I would haue 
done noe less , and I best know that see yt, these men 
triumph ouer such as yeeld, and are humble enough when 
they are held vp The Kings Honor was engaged more 
deepely then I did expect, and I was resolued eyther to 
rectifye all or lay my life and fortune both in the ground 
September 26 — A sine beeing made from land that the 
Suratts were come ready to receiue me, I landed, accom- 
panyed with the Generali and the Captaines and the 
Pnncipall Merchannts , The Generali having first sent 100 
shott by Captaine Hams to make me a Court of Guard, 
and the shippes in their best Equipage giuing me their 
ordinance as I passed , with his trumpetts and Musique 
ahead my boate in the best manner he Could, which I only 
signify for acknowledgment vnto him ^ At my landing 
the cheefc officers of Suratt with about 30 Companions 
wer sitting vnder an open Tent vpon good Carpetts, in 
grauc order Comming almost to them and they not 
rising, I stayd and sent them woord I would not come 
farthur if they saltc still , whervpon they all rose, and I 
entered the tent and went streight vp and tookc my place in 
the middest of them, turning my face toward the Generali 


‘The Lordc Ambassador landed, being accompanied by the 
captains, and merchants of the fleet (on snoarc), for his 
Lordshipps better grace , alsoc fower score menn in armes with shott 
and pyhe redve ordred \pon the sand in r/tneks against his landing 
for guard, and 48 pceces great ordnance discharged from our flcctc , 
this daje our shipps were all hansomlje fitted uith their uaistclothics, 
ensignes, flagges, pendentes and streamers” (f*c> ton’s Journal, p 29J 
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and the English who stood nghl before v% They by an 
cntcrprctcr bade me welcome with a long Complement, 
which was pa>*d In the same mettle. And I added to )'t 
that the Kings Majestic haulngrcceiued assurance from the 
'great Mogull of the good affection borne to his Majestic 
and our Nation and %*ndcr Confidence of the frma^ sent bj 
Captain Best, to receluc his Ambassador In the bchalfc of 
the Merchants trading In his Dominions, hid sent me with 
full commission at his Ambassador as well to congratulate 
the happy frendshlp begunn bctwcenc loo soc Mighty 
Pfincci and their sublects, as also to assure a readines In 
the Kings Majestic on his part to Conlincw the same 
lrtvioIabl> , and to propound \'nlo the great Mogull man> 
other matters of great Consequence both for the mft>'nlcn 
ince and secunt>x of the Icaugc already treated on and for 
the Mutual! good of the Sublects of both the kings That 
I did recciucyt as an assuranecof the good affection of the 
Great Mogull and off his Commanders and ministers in 
these parts that they did soc much Honor the King m> 
Master to mcete me in so respectiuc manner and fumishc 
mcc with horses to theyre townc, for which I gauc them 
thancks, and did not doubt that my Comming h ould proue 
benefidall and acceptable to them and that I was ready 
to take horse and accompan> them to Sumtt to repose my 
•elfe vntill I could be prepared to aduance toward the 
Court Then they begann a new tune, that I would be 
pleasd to be Content that all my Company might be 
searched, according to the Customc of the Cuntrye. I 
*M*lycd It was strange to me to hcarc any motion from them 
contrary to the promise of the Gouemor whervpon only I 
sett ray footc ashore That I was the Ambassador of a 
Mlghtie and free Prince that I would neuerdishonnor my 

•ord b tunltJar as slpnifyiiJf an order pateat, or pttsport 
^ noted In YuJe ana BurncIPi Roe 

•®®eu®es wriies If tnjrresliTe of the lulim to “rianilorc* 
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Master so much, whose Person I bare, as to siibicct myscife 
to bO much slaucry I would engage my Honor (which I 
esteemed as my life) that no follower of mync had the 
w'orth of a Ptcc^ of trade or Marchandice and that in 
Europe and most Parts of Asia all Ambassadors and theyr 
trayncs were so far priuilcdgcd as not to be subiccl to 
Common and barbarous vsage that seeing I found so little 
assurance in that w'oord w'hich had drawme me ashoarc, I 
would rctyre to the shipcs, to attend the Mogulles pleasure 
for that I could not answerc it W'lth my head to loose the 
right and frecdome due to the Embassador of a Christian 
king They answ'ered it was also more then the Gouernor 
could avow to let tlicm passe vnscarched it W'as a great 
curtesy don to my perso^, and sufficient acknowledgment 
of me, all others pretending my place having neucr had so 
much honor - that it was absolutely the Customc of this 
Cuntrie, and they Could not breake it I replycd I had 
thought that they had vnderstood that free kyngs and 
theyre Ambassadors had bcene abouc ordinary customes , 
which since they would not take notice off, I w'ould not 
perswadc them to breake theyrs, and I was resol ued I 
would not dishonor my selfe , but I would send to the 
Great Mogull and attend his Majesties answ'ere that I 
hoped they had come to entertayne and honor me, not 
to enslaue and entangle me with barbarous Customes And 
so after much dispute I turnd about and departed to our 
boates Then by the mediation of messenger*- they offered 
that I should choose to my self 5 persons, whom I would, 
that in honor of me should goe free , and that they only 
would for a Cenmony sake lay theyr handes about the 
rest, not as to search but to embrace them So I landed 

1 A copper com of the \ alue of about one-third of a penny 

2 Edwards and his company had had to submit to this indignity the 
previous year, being “ verie familyarlye searched all of vs to the 
bottom of our pocketts, and nearer too, modesthe to speake yt” 
(Dodsworth’s MS narrative —I O Records) 
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agalne and repeating the ofler by my Interpreter that I 
was content they should lay thc>T handes vpon my 
seruants, not \Wth Intent to search but to embrace, calling 
to wittnes the Generali what wrere my Conditions they 
intend not to search but to embrace; They desired me not 
to take yt In 111 part that they did not yclld In all my desire 
that they would signifie to the great Mogull I would not 
}Tnd to that Customc they Claymed and that they did it 
In Honor there, that they might send before to the officers 
of Suratt that all Ccrcmonyes were ended because, If the 
Goaemor should insist vpon yt when I came to Suratt, It 
would be more dishonor to retume or sufTcf It publiquely, 
and that this would preuent farther question. Whcr>pon 
I called five of my Company to stand bchynd me, expecting 
what they would doc to the rest But seeing them stand 
rtlll I asked If all were done, that wee might goc to horse. 
They answered they were read) Soc taking leauc of tlie 
Generali and all the rest Accompanied with Master 
Bemghtoo Master Barkclcj* and four other Merchants, I 
tooke horse with all my followers the Surattes keeping 
me Company When I was about halfc way they sent to 
me that I would call three or four of the better sort to ryde 
^th me, and that they would follow In order, and that 
after them my men might Come in ranke pretending to 
enter the Towne In this fashion. I doubting nothing 
appoynted yt soc, and called three or four to me and one 
of the Pnnapall of them to ndc with me^ cuery man 
obserulnge this order and some distance betweene me and 
the Surattes and betweene the Surattes and ray scruants. 

were about 50 horse and 200 foote and all my Com 
pany were 23. On the Suddeynt^ I being before, they 
*tayd, and vnder pretence of drinck called my men who 

* Geom BeifelCT. iftennrds Prendent at Bantam, where he died 
Hn baveU Id Eastern Eorope arc chrtmkied in 
thW Tolnme (pp. 635, 631). 
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wisely came, and bccing among them, they tooke houlde of 
their horses and offered by force to search them. Master 
Wallis breaking out came vp after me, and lould me this 
treachery , wheron I turnd my horse, and with all 
speed rode backe to them, I confess too angry When 
I came vp, I layd my hand on my swoord, and 
my men breake throwgh and came about me. Then 
I asked what they entended by soe base treachery I 
was free landed, and I would die soe, and if any of them 
durst touch any belonging to me, I bade him speake and 
shew himselfe Then they desired me not to take yt in ill 
part : it was done in frendship I called for a Case of 
Pistolls and, hanging them at my saddle, I replyed those 
were my Frendes, in them I would trust . that they had 
dealt treacherously with me, and soe I did esteeme them 
They desiered me to goe on . that all was mistaken I 
answered I would returne to the shipes but that they would 
basely suppose it to bee fearc therfore I would goe on to 
seeke Justice , but tould them they should not mingle 
with my trayne • I tooke them for enemyes to the King 
my Master, that soe sought my dishonor , but that eyther 
they or I would goe before and the other follow, for if any 
came among myne they should expect the entertaynment 
of one that was highly offended It were much vanety to 
say in what a feare the best of them were, beeing so many, 
but the truth is not ashamed So we rode on, in seuerall 
troupes, they before. On the way they stayd all in a shade, 
and called to me as I passed, but I did not looke towards 
them Then they sent after, desiring me to eate a Plantine, 
which I refused, with answer vntill I had satisfaction for 
the affront done my seruants, I would not receiue any 
thing as Curtesye. They replyed they had secU-ched None, 
and did mean only to excecute the Ceremony agreed on at 
the Tent, without farther purpose of Injuiye. So I tooke 
this for answere and left them at theyr refreshing, till I 
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came to the n^tcr »>‘dc ©tier apafnst the Townt But noc 
boates wtTuld Came me \*nini the) arriued At laai they 
Came, and »-iih man> Htwfdca did assure me they 
had no purpexe to Injure met that the> only emended 
to doc what I )*ccndcd loo there In priuat that thc> might 
cenifie atl was finished least the officers of the Customc 
bowse (that knew no Clultlts) should sla) me at the enter 
ance of the Toumc , and perswaded me to be )'ct Content 
wlthalL I answered I was euer equal! with m) woordc, 
and that though thc\ had taught me to breake my woord 
U sras a lesson I scomd to leame but I would bee a 
wlttncs of the)f fashion least the) x-nder Coulor of 
Ceretnon) did \*sc \Illan> Soc I entered a boatc with the 
Officers and called fist to mee, Master Ikrtjghlon my 
Chaplain and three scruants who Came In free. The rest 
stood to enter after this Ccfcmon) ofembradny The first 
that Came they pla)*nl) insteed of embracing onTcred to 
fcclc his Pocketts Without whereat 1 rose and n)‘d I 
wtmld not endure >(, and In extrtame Chotar telling 
them it was a Customc (o be %*sd to rouges and thecucs 
and not to free men I was resolued not to relume to my 
Cuntry with shame I would rather d>T there with 
Honor Whervpon they lett all of them Come to me 
without more woordcs , and smiling desired me to be 
appeased seeing 1 was satisfied In all So soone as I was 
putt off they tempted me a New (knowing I could not now 
gocback) I must goc see the Gouemor, before I went to 
my house. I anm’crcd 1 was wear)' and vnfitt for visitation. 
They lould me it was the Customc and I could not refuse 
yt Then 1 taw how euery way they besett me. I sayd 
playnly I would not nor could be Compelled that In all 
thdr deallnges thcr utu new fatshood, I was resolued 
They could not but vnder trust hauo ccrcumvcntcd me 
That I durst not answerc visiting the Gouemor vntni he 
bad vislttcd mee that I doubted not he, bedng borne a 
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Persian, vnderstood the right due vnto mee if not, yet I 
would rather returne then loose it In this dispute we 
arriued att the stayres to enter the Towne, whereas the 
Gouernors brother with many attendants to Conduct me 
to the Castle But, after some few woordes betweene 
them, he bad me welcome, and desiered me to take my 
rest in my howse this night that to morrow would be 
fitter for Ceremony I gladly and shortly accepted yt, and 
tooke horse, the sackbotts of the Towne goeing before 
and many following me I gott my house, resoluing it 
should be my Castle But, Comming in, I found, Contrary 
to all faith, that my necessaries sent before were kept at 
the Custome house, and would not be deliuered without 
search Wherevpon I sent to the Gouernor that it was 
strange to me to receiue soe many discourtesyes after his 
woord Past, but that I doubted not he would vpon better 
aduise giue me Content the next day, it beemg to late at 
Present I only desired my bed and such provisions as 
I could not want^ Which was granted, and a message 
withall that on the Morrow I should receiue the rest 
without delay Soe I was satisfyed with hope, and ended 
a wearisome day - 


I e could not do \vithout Mun {England’s Treasure by Forratgn 
Trade) advises that, in selling goods to foreign nations, special profit 
should be made out of those “ which they cannot want” 

* Terry (p 173) mentions an incident of this day to which Roe 
makes no Elusion It may be quoted as an example of the dis- 
orderhness amongst the English subordinates which was a constant 
cause of friction with the authorities at almost every port frequented 
by the Company’s ships 

“ When my Lord Ambassadour at first arnved at Surat, it so was, 
that an English Cook he earned with him, the very first day of his 
commmg thither, found a way to an Armenian Chnstians house, who 
sold wine in that place, they call Armenian wine The 

Cook had his head quickly over-freighted with it, and then 
staggenng homeward, in his way met the Governors Brother of 
Surat, as he was nding to his house , the Cook made a stand, staying 
himself up upon his sword and scabbard, and cry’d out to the 
Govemours Brother Now thou heathen dog He not understandii^ 
his foul language replyed civilly in his own Ca-ca-ta \ky& hahitH, 
which signifies What sayest thou ? The Cook answered him with 
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Sfflfmhfr 37— I to the Customc hoa^ for my 
JtufT bui Ii WAS rcfu<ctl me except I would concent It 
should be opened there. I answered I would ncucr agree 
toan> condition Contrar) to the pnullcdpc I cla>*mcd as 
m> rffht and Contrarj to that concludon I made before 
m> landing I was a stranger to such doublings but that 
I wa» resolued to IctI them rott Ihcrr and not be further 
bchouldmg to him btJt would dbpatch a mes^gcr to the 
Great Mogull of the fa> thlessc dealing and barbarous wgc 
of me bccing AmbasMdor to a mlghtlc King In leaugc 
with him and come a far Joum> vpon hisrojall wTwrd: and 
that the) should farther forbeare to putt new dcuiccs \*pon 
me I would not be wrought on spon an> pretence. Hec 
sent me «oofd 1 should taVe m) Course. Within an hower 
he sent me a Messenger to persis'adc me to come Wiitt 
him and that then he would bring me to m) hou*e do 
me all Honor and all m) desires should be fullfilled. I 
fepl)‘cd It was loo late to ofler me Curtes)*cs, especially 
vnder pretence of dishonoring m> Master That It was the 
Custome of h uropc to Mutt those of m> qualety first and 
that I durst not bfcakcji In penallj*c of m> head havemge 
expresse Command from m) Master to Ma)Tita>*nc the 
Honor ofa free king and to vlsitt none but such os first 
did that respect due to his Majestic and that therforc I 
would neucr doc yl He relumed me answcrc It was the 
Custofflc of this Cuntr) that all Fmbassadors did first Come 
to the Gouernors and that he was seruanl to a Great King 


bU ivont and scabbard, with which hr atrooch at him, but was hnme 
dbUr seised oa br his fc^bmert, aiid by them disannd and nuried 
to l^motL The Atnbaiiadoar oreseni InteUijcnce of the mis- 
whariour of his dninkea tervanl, and immedaUr sent word iintn the 
CoTtmoan Ilrotbcr that he was uni come thither to potronircaoy 
ogorderljr person, and therefore desir'd him to do with him what he 
pletied I upon which he prcscnity lem Wm home, oot dobij' him the 
least h OIL Dot before f learc this stone, it win not be amiss to 
coqeire who was the Ht*iken ifi*r at this lime whether the debaucht 
dnmken Coot whocaird himseU a Chrhtbn or that sober and tern 
perate Mahomeiaa who was thus aflVooted." 
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as well as I that no man could be a better man than he, 
exept he were made so by his Master That all other that 
pretended to be embassadors before me did not only come, 
but sue to the Gouernors, had their personns and goodes 
pubhquely searched, which had not bcene done to me, nor 
should not be offered to the prouisions remayning if I 
would see him . And that hce was no way inferior to any 
former Gouernor. I replyed for the Customes of Embas- 
sadors to visitt Gouernors I did know the Contrary by the 
Persian , and that I did beleeue he did neucr rcceiue any 
at this Port, nor eucr from a Christian King , and hce 
beeing Gouernor for the Prince (as yet a subject) I could 
not thinck he wronged himselfc to visitt me that did repre- 
sent the Person of a King But my businessc here was not 
to dispute titles : I was not sent to him, and therefore 
would not see him . for the prescedentes of former men, 
they were noe rules to me that was a full Ambassador, and 
they, though sent by the king, yet were but Agents to pre- 
pare my way and to negotiate in the behalfe of the 
Honourable Company • But because I did desire to giue 
him all reasonable satisfaction, if he would Honor my 
Master so much as to see me and giue me welcome, I 
would showe him my Commission vnder the great seale of 
England, and his Master's firma conditioning to recieue an 
Ambassador with all due respect, which I had in keeping, 
and vnder Confidence wheroff the King had sent me, 
wherby he might receiue assurance it was no disparage- 
ment to him , and the next day I would visitt him in 
requitall, which I could Alsoe hardly answere, before I had 
presented my selfe before his Master But if hee were not 
purposed, I would not perswade him to breake his pre- 
tended Custome, and desiered him not to expect that I 
would disobey and dishonor my Master but leauing 
Ceremonyes apart, I did looke for, according to his promise, 
my prouisions detayned in the Custome house. Then hee 
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lent me aiwwcrc he would not nor durst see me first* but 
that, if I u'ould Come to him, he would Come forth of his 
house and rccduc me In the place of Audience If not* I 
must be contented to hauc m> Cheats searched I 
answered I card not for them the breach of his v.'oord 
was enough but to Wslli him in his Place of audience \ras 
a proposition most obsurd it was as much as I w’ould doc 
to his Master But because these Ccrefflon>'C 3 should not 
hinder our buslnessc, I said if he would mcetc me In an in 
different Place a horscbackc when neylher mlnht be 
before other, I would Condescend and soc nc>lhcr of us 
should wrongc his Master, though In that he brake all rule 
ofCurteslc If not I desired him to trouble me with no 
more Articles I was resolued to kcepc m> howse and 
expect his Masters answrr to the affrontes done to me. 
Thus we tt*ofc out the da> and yt rested Whcrv'pon hce 
Commanded rwne In the Townc to tell vs anything but 
vletualles* and Imprisoned some that did Master Barkley 
and the Merchantci thlncking this night to rctume to the 
shlpes could not be luffered nor any from them to Come 
to VI. This made me somewhat lealous of treachery but 
breake rwt my slecpc, 

38 — In the Morning the Merchants went to 
Aske leaue to depart , bedng warned by me to make no 
motion concerning me, but to gett aboord and I would 
tryc It out with him. But they were delayed till after 
dinner, basely begging of Presents that he did expect, and 
withall sayd your Embassador lookes I should visitt him, 
what Icwcll or diamond will he glue me? and so only pro- 
voklng guifts, dlsraiscd them. After noonc they sollldted 
him tgalne and In answcrc of hb desire of presents sayd 
the first sent him beeJng small* was only at their first 
arriaall but that there was entended a better p re se nt for 
him, but It was kept vntlll they saw what entertaynment he 
would giuc the Kings Ambassador and Could not be 



56 THE EMU ASSY OP [1615 

dcHuercd vntill hce had rcceiucd better satisfaction, who 
was so farr from seeking to buy his fauour that he had 
Commanded not to dehuer yt on such Conditions and that 
presents were giucn of Curtesy, not off duty, and to expect 
any from the Embassador, they had Commandement to 
say he came not as a sutor, and he should expect no more 
from him then he deserued. Whervpon, after some Con- 
sultation and woordcs betweene him and other of the kings 
officers, that he Could not answere his vsage of me, and it 
was in vayne to expect more, they saw my resolutions, he 
gaue leaue for my Chests to be brought to my howse 
sealed, and to bee seene there according to our first agree- 
ment ; and licenced all English to returne to the shipes, 
and sent the Cheefe Customer, his brother and some others 
to visitt my provisions But, it beeing late, they would 
stay but openinge two or three that I had most vse off I 
saw them at their departure and only spake of the injuryes 
somewhat roughly, which they excused and tooke their 
leaue. This night the Merchanntes returned to the 
Generali, who was glad to heare any Newes of vs, beeing 
very doubtfull, seeing none in two dayes could passe 
betweene vs I wrote him to stand out, for I was resolued 
to bring these People to a better vnderstanding or to perish 
in yt , but I lefte yt to him whether hee w'ould send him a 
Present or no, seeing it was intimated that after I had my 
prouisions according to promise and was Content he should 
haue one , but in no case to dehuer any in my Cause or to 
buy me better vsage 

September 29 — The Morning passd without farther enter- 
course, only the People were still forbidden trade with vs 
In the Euening came his brother with the Principall of 
the Towne to visitt the rest of my goodes , which havinge 
almost finished, they desiered to speak with me I sent 
for them vp , and, beeing sate. They tould me the 
Gouernor sent them to desire me not to be afrayd nor sad 
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for iinj ihmc pail thcr was no harmc inlcndcd me that 
I should Command an) thln^ In the Townc and what was 
done was but for the Ma) ntcnance of their ancient I’nui 
ledges, with a Multitude of Complements. I answxrcd 
I thancked the Gouemor and them for any thing I could 
call a Curtcs>‘e but of these pood woordcs 1 saw small 
effects for fcare I esteemed them so just as not to betray 
their Masters fa>ih but I could better tell how to be 
angr} for these discurtcsics then to fcare an> thing in hli 
Power and for their pnuiledpes, they were to be excer 
aced on ordinar) persons and not S'pon m> qualit} They 
made man> excuses and professions of all louc and respect 
to me, saving they had 3 )*cars bcene slopped vp b> the 
Portugalls, who were robbers, for our sakes and that 
hcanng the Gouemor of Camba>'a had sent a fngatt to 
entreat trade, the) came to me to aduertise me that the 
Camba>'an was a frend to the Portugal! and labored a 
Peace that they were our ancient frendes and would 
remayne soc, and desired me to forgclt all things past and 
to be a means that no goodcs might goc for Camba>a, 
but be landed at thejr Townc it bcang now the J’rinccs 
Port, wee should dishonor ji if we sought other trade who 
should be our frend and protector in that Cuntrje and 
that wx should hauc all good Content from them I 
replycd these were good woordcs, but they Came from 
desire of proffilt and not from good harts For the For 
tugalls it might soc come to passe that cythcr a peace 
might be made on all parts, and theyr ports open by our 
means or at least they should not be Injurycd In our 
presence that the King my Master had much scncc of 
the Injuryes offered his subjects and his allycs for theyr 
»ake and I had instructions concerning yt for theyr good 
m>d bade them remember that our flectc in the last ycare 
defended their frontire, the Viacroy purposing to take 
Sttratt , and soe in Generali tearmes gauc them Content 
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For the trade to Cambaya, I said it was true the Gouernor 
desiered the remoue of trade, but nothing was yet done 
if I sawe effectes of these promises, we weare not soe vn- 
constant to forsake ould frcndes to seeke New we honored 
the Port for the Princes sake, whose fauour the Company 
would study to meritt but that if they would not giue 
such dispatch and such Price as others would, it was 
vnrccisonable for me to motion to the General, who had 
to doe with the landing and sale of goodes but if they 
would perform these Conditions or such other as the 
General should propound, I would write to him, who would 
doe nothing without my consent in y t ; in the mean tyme I 
desired the Commandement not to sell vs necessaryes might 
be recalled in sine of faythfull meaning , which was pro- 
mised Then I offered them drincke, which they refused, 
beeing Ramdaviy but sayd after it was finished they would 
come daylie and sitt and eate with me I tould them I 
would gpiue no presente, seeing it begett an ill Custome 
but if they had scene any trifles of myne, as kniues or such, 
which they liked, I would bestow them willingly They 
said it was theyr parts first to presente me, and therfore 
would take noething , and so wee parted 

September 30 — In the Morning they returned with new 
Complements, telling me the prohibition was withdrawn 
that all my desires should be accomplished ; and that the 
Gouernor would visitt me after dinner, and at night goe 
to the ships to Conclude in all things with the General 
Iterating theyr feare we should trade with the Cambayans 
& urdging me to dispatch a lettre to the General that I 
had receiued Content, and to perswade him to land all his 
goodes at this Port , which I promised to doe as fair as it 
concerned mee, having the night before giuen the General 
aduise of their faire offers and vsage of me, and that 
(though then I had noe knowledge that the Gouernor 
would visitt me) I would not Ceremony should hinder 
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buslncs , for 1 bccinp rcsolucd not to see him IcHt no honor 
and so had as much Contentment as I did now expect 
Whervpon he sent him a good present in his name that 
was ddlucrcd him about \oonc this da> This made him 
thmek as 1 suppose, he needed not lookc after mcc from 
the other place Came benefitt and so Changd his purpose 
not tn Wsitt me, but to goe right out to Swall> But 
rccciuing adnertisment of >t I sent prescnll) to him, to 
tdl him if hce v^ould ride twc!\*c mile to visitt the General 
and neglect me, that wzs the Kings Ambassador, it was so 
great an affront that 1 tookc ^t woorse then any other 
thing Therforc I desired him to aduisc better for the 
General could not nor would rcceiuc him having so neg 
Iccted his Master and that I had sent a Post to him to 
signlfye so much which I had done, and rccducd from the 
General very woorthy and rcspcctfull satUfactloa Then 
answere was rctumd at 4 a Clocke he would Come to me, 
desienng all might be forgotten his vaage to Come should 
wittnessefor hishart toward me. In thccuening he came very 
wdl accomponyed and in good equipage after the manner 
of the Country, dolhed in linnenand Persian Cloth of Gould 
very nch.* I met him at the doorc, and see Icdd him in. 
Hd godng rudely like a horse forward gott before me, 
which thincklng he did on purpose, I crossed the way and 
was at the stayers footc before him , and so telling him I 
would lead him In, a seruant of bis puld me and said 1 
might not goe before the Gouemor but the Gouemor 


* The CoTtmoT of Stnat, t*bo now appean tn perton on the 
»cti»e, WB* origtutlljf a bodjroenmnt of l*?Ince Khomun. named 
llaJnnod Bej Despatched to coort with the newi of the KibmUsion 
“ Siny. the Udalpor RSjS. he recetred from the ddlgbted 

^penwahanosoiDc proot ana Ido thJe of ZiUSkv KbSu, by whfch 
always deslgnatrf In the pr es ent wort On the Pnneo receir 
gOTerument of Surat, be sent Zdlfikar Khin thither as bU 
«fwty and k was doubtless his reliance 00 the protection of bit 
^»ter (whose fedmg towanb the forelgiiera ho well knew) that 
tndneed hhn to go so fu- in his HI treatment of Roe. 
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thrust him back and followed me When we were sett in 
the Chamber, he begann with many Complements of 
welcome and excuse of any discurtesie past, which I re- 
ceiued with thancks that he did me the Honor at last to 
visitt me, desienng him not to esteem e it pryd, that I 
insisted on such tearmes with him that as a priuatt man I 
would alway be ready to meete him or prevent him in any 
Curtesye, but in the place and qualetye I now held I could 
not haue done yt without dishonoring and disobeying my 
Master, whose expresse Chardge was that I should preserue 
the rights of an Embassador and visitt no subject vntil I 
had presented my selfe before the great Mogull, except 
such as, having the Mogulles authontye, did first show that 
respect toward his Maiestie and Curtesye toward me that 
was due He replyed I [had] done like my selfe in yt, and 
as a good seruant ought He did esteeme me the more for 
obeying my Master and standing for his Honor and 
desiered me to excuse the latenes of his visitation he did 
not know me but he was now there to doe me any seruice, 
Vpon this I gaue him thankes, and, to better satisfye him 
I was the Person I did pretend, I called for my Commission, 
and having causd yt to be deliuered with great reuerance, 

I rose and kyssed yt and showed yt He tooke yt with 
much respect, and rising put yt to his head, and velwing it 
well deliuered yt back Then I called for the Mogulles 
firuia^ and tould them vpon that confidence I was come 
among them, not doubting of any thing but faire vsage, 
since therein the Mogull had giuen his royall woord that 
hee would receiue an Ambassador from the king of 
R-ngland with all due respect, with many other pnuiledges 
granted to the Merchants, and with a Ceremony I deliuered 
yt him He rose vp and layd yt on his head and read yt, 
allow'ed euery woord , which finished they all rose and 

^ Apparently the supposed confirmation by the Mogul of the agree- 
ment made by Best with the local authorities Cp p 47 
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baddc me utlcomc with one \o}*cc. So I puU it \p with 
my Commiislon. Then he bcj;an to speake of the 
Portugallsand of the lose IhQ * suslc) ned b> the barring 
vp of their trade which >Tt thc> h'ctc content with for our 
fakes that he was the>T encm>c , and much to this pur 
pose. I rcpl>ed In Generali lermes, that I did not doubt 
all these quarrclls should be ucll accomodated honcuer 
wee ttcttJld remajme thc>Tc frendes and protectors while 
our shipping was here that when hcc and I mett in more 
Priuat manner (which I doubted not this frcnd»hip would 
occasion) 1 would discourse and open to him some propo- 
sitions concerning that busincs which would giuc him 
Content He seem d pleosd with this, and Continued to 
pcrswtde me (as his messenger had done) to hinder an> 
trade with the Camba^'an vrdging the dishonor of the 
Princes Port to whom he would wntc in all things to 
Countenance our Nation. He sa)*d hec had Recdued a 
lettre from the Gouemor of Cambay a, expostulating with 
him how he durst trade with the English or rccciuc them 
»cdng he had made an Agreement with the Portugal! 
odulsing him not to sufTcr vs to land our goodcs that he 
was a great frend of the Porlugall and a dishonest base 
man That he had returned answer here was an Ambassa 
dor come to the Mogull from the King of England that 
hec could not deny him welcome and safety bccing a 
qualctyc pnuilcdgcd cuen amongst cnemyes Concerning 
wiy Peace with the Portugalls he knew not of any nor 
would take any notice but from his ownc Master I 
fpplyed he should not doubt any vnconstancy In vs to our 
oald frendes if they Continued so we cnglish knew what 
did appcrtaync to klugs and Princes and thcrforc In honor 
of his Master wee would be veary wary to doc him any 
affront, proulded he like a carcfull scruantdid gtuc vs no lust 


* Tbe people of Sana. 
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occasion For the Gouernor of Cambaya, I knew not his 
affection but by outward Complement of inviting vs if he 
were the Portugalls frend, and they our enemyes, we card 
for neyther but if he had made Peace for the Portugal! 
without prejudice of vs, it greeued me not the Cuntry was 
lardge enough for both , but if he made Peace to banish 
vs, we would trade in spite of the Portugall and all his 
frendes, cuen at Goa and Ormus For the ill language he 
gaue the Cambayan, I could haue requited him with the 
like commendations receiued of him , but they are both 
false alike and attend only present gayne, and are con- 
stantly a frend to that only Soe, urdgmg me to write a 
lettre to the Generali (which I did) he tould me it was late, 
and excused his goeing away, for that night he went toward 
Swally at his returne, we should be no longer strangers , 
and thus tooke his leaue I offered him the doore, which 
he accepted, desienng me to goe no farther , and in the 
same manner at the stayres , but I brought him to my gate, 
wher we parted 

October i — The Gouernor was with the Generali, wher, 
mutuall Ceremonyes and Curtesies beeing past, the Generali 
procured him to sine too certaine Conditions concerning 
the landing of our goodes , the particulars I know not 
This day came lettres from the factory at Amadavaz^ to 
the General The Contents I know not, only a Clause or 
two that concerned mee 

October 2 — The Gouernor returned by day , signifying 
some discontent that he had no present of the Generali at 
Swally for the Pnnce, whose Port the shippes now ryde in. 

^ Probably the letter, dated 26 Sept , to be found in Addl MS 
9366, f 6 In It Kemdge desired that Roe should be warned that 
“ the articles agfreed vpon by Captayne Best were never signed by the 
Kinge, otherwise then by a generall fimiaen without knowledge of the 
particulers, and, those (the Gouemours) that signed them beinge dead, 
are of small yalhditye” Hence, no doubt, Roe’s efforts to induce 
Zulfikdr 'KhSh to confirm these articles, as at least a temporary 
secunty for the trade of the English 
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the morning I sent the Gouemor woord 
that I would come \lsiit htm nt cuening but that bccing 
)*ct N'nfumlshed with horse, I would accept of his offer of 
halfc a sekore of his. lie returned ans\v^ tlic) should not 
fa) le to attend me. At cuenlng he sent me woord it was 
an vnlucky hon.*cr for \*s both and desired me to deferr till 
the next da) Hut faling into tpeach of presents with the 
messenger I first sent, I causd It to be tould him he must 
not expect any from me in that kymd presents were for 
sutors but having knotv ledge that he had a desire to haue 
some such strong water as u*as in a Chest of mync, which 
hce offered to stay at the Custome house before our frend 
ship, to which I then ansvicrcd I would rather send my 
scruants to break them before hts face then to giue an) in 
that sort, but rccaulng them with Curtcsic I would att 
any tymegiuehlm some thcrforc I had now a Case for 
him if he would accept them as a trifle belwcene frendea. 
He returned me many thanckes and sayd he expected no 
present at all from me if I sent him any thing in loue, he 
would recciue It soc if nothing he would not take yt In 
dbeurtesye. Vpon this Ciuill aniwerc I sent him a small 
case of bottles giuen me by the Generali of theCompanyes 
for that vse , and with it a very lordgc fayre Mapp of the 
world (Cost in England as I take yt 3/r ) which he accepted 
with all kyndnes, and asked if I had such another for the 
Great MoguII making more estimation of yt then off all 
other Presents, 

Odobtr ^ — I expected his horses but they came not This 
day I sent a letter to Araadavaz, In answcrc to some Gauses 
In theyre Icttrc to the Generali The copy Is reglstrcd* 

Odohtr 5 — ^Thc Gooemor rcceiued a lettrc from the 
King, which meeting It with all respect, this Ceremony and 
Joy tooke vp the day 


* Not fa tbe MS. 
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October 6 — The Gonernor of the Custome house came 
to visitt me, perswading me to see the Gouernor, that all 
frendship might followe for our mutuall good I replyed 
that It had not beene my faulte that I had two dayes 
expected his horses, beeing yet vnfurnished that I had 
no sute to him but curtesie, which if he were not as 
willing to accept as I to offer, I did not meane to thrust 
yt vpon him Whervpon he offered me his horses, which 
I refused, saying if the Gouernor had a mynd to see me, 
he would furnish me to yt For this Curtesy I sent him 
sixe fayre kniues and two quarter mappes, which he 
accepted gratefully This day I sent a lettre to Master 
Edwardes to signifye my purpose of hasting to the Court, 
desinng his stay there for many resons specifyed The 
Coppy IS registred ^ 

October 7 — The Gouernor sent m the Morning to offer 
me horses, which I accepted At night they came, but 
not so many as I expected But beeing loth to occasion 
any distast, I went with such company as I could, having 
woord he was at his house attending me But passing by 
the Custome house, they calld and tould me he was their, 
moyling among our Cloth, and desiered me to Come in 
I answered I had not so used him I did expect more 
Ciuilitye, but I would now take occasion to visitt the 
feildes , and soe rode toward them Which he hearing came 
a back way suddenly into his howse, and sent after me 
to entreat me to returne that he was ready to doe me 
all Honor , which I did And beeing come into his Court, 
I was brought into a tent wher were all the Principall of 
the Towne, but not the Gouernor They bad me welcome, 
desienng me to sitt I asked for the Gouernor They 
tould me he had beene busy in the Custome house and 
was shifting himselfe, desienng me to staye a little • he 


^ At folio 57 of the MS 
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would prevail!) come. 1 antwrml ThU »^a4an mciul 
I)*c!>‘c I vndemool not That I melt him al m> pate 
if t had au^pcctcd %« little manners I would hauc >parcd 
m> labour but that the KInp of hnplandcs I mba^udor 
scorned to attend an) sublcet. Soc I went out toward m) 
hone ishich the Couemor seclnp sent to detire me rather 
then to taVc In ill part to Come Into the roomc wher 
he waa thlfllnp that I mipht sec It wai noccxcuv and one 
of hu men ofTcred to pull me wherat I Ia>*d m> hand on 
m> awoord and bad him not touch me I knewe m> t\a> 
and toe went to the Cate. The Gouemor tednp >'t 
followed after In ha<t and ouertookc me x-nread) dcslrlnp 
me to pardon him It was done out of nep hpence and no 
ni porpotc. So With tome repl>*et on both tides I went 
In. He offered me to iltl on the Carpettet but 1 tould 
him I could not ttoopc wheratl hee sent for two Cha>rcs 
and IOC we tatc. He bepan hit ould tunc of Curtc5>c 
and Complement to which I irtpl>ttJ alike Hut I tould 
him he was a souldler and did not \*ndcnland what loss of 
t>*rae was to Merchants In such dcla)^! as he da) l> pauc 
that I had onl) to propound twm thinps to him which if 
he dU performc It would pluc me tome tettemon) he was 
our frend that I dcslcrcd rwl to be his cnemic that I 
came to offer louc that I mipht rather make pood 
report of him at the Court then hauc Cause to Compla) nc 
which If many rcfonnatlonsnefe not I should be enforced 
toa He repl)*cd all m) demandcs should be effected I 
demanded that the 13 Articles sipned b) the former 
Gouemor to Captain Beat might be signed b> him and 
that, since he seemed not to know them I had caused 
[them] to be reduced Into the Persian which bedng almost 
In all Poynts broken I required his confirmation for the 
future iccondlj that, In his absence out of Townc which 
was spoken off order might be left with the kings officers 
who were of sufficient trust that our busincs might goe 
I ) r 
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forward, and not abyde the delay of his rcturne ; both 
which hec promised on the woord of a man of Honor I 
tould him souldiers and men of Honor esteemed theyr 
woord aboue theyr life and desicred he would remember 
what he sayd He vowed it should be performed. He 
desicred me to entreat the Generali to lett him haue 3 fine 
Cloathes to send to the King, for which hec would pay 
ready mony I answered I had not to doc in yt, but I 
would write in his bchalfc, assuring him for mony he 
might rcceiuc any Content Then he asked when I would 
sett forward to the Court, and perswaded me to hasten to 
preuent the Portugall I tould him . within ten dayes 
that I was a stranger and Could not be suddenly prouidcd 
for so great a loumy. Hee tould me I should haue his 
assistance I thanked him, and replycd I did expect no 
more then what the lawes of Nations cast vpon me, 
securitye and safe Conduct in his Gouerment He 
answered that he was bound vnto, but he would send 
diuers gentelmcn to bring me to the king, who would giuc 
me brauc welcome and rich Presents. I thancked him 
for his oflfer, and accepted yt that I doubted not the king 
would receiue me like the Ambassador of a Mightie Prince, 
his frend that the bountyes of kings wear cuer to be 
accepted gratefully but that I expected no reward I 
serued a Master was able to recompence mec. Soe giuing 
me two Pines, with a long speech of the dayntenes, which 
I bade a seruantc take, telling him I knew the fruict veary 
well, I took my leaue He brought me to the tent doorc 
and some of the rest to ray horse. 

October 8 — The Gouemor sent to desire he might sec the 
Coach and Virginalles for the king I answered him it 
was not the Custome to haue kings presents veiwed, yet I 
was Content to giue him any satisfaction that he should 
be welcome, 

October 9. — In the Morning he came to my house , and 
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when he was In the lower roome I came downc, ind fcttlnp 
him and hli officers In Chuyrcs I gauc him the 13 articles 
he promised to mbscribc. He refused yt, answering he 
durst not, I bedng goclng to the king but when I was 
there I should hauc better Conditions. I pressed him with 
his woord, with the Jinna of the klnges relating to them 
and confirming them xWth many arguments , but not pre 
uayllng, I tould him I could cxpccte no fayth from him 
that canl so little for any vow I should be forced to 
Complaync of him for which I was sorry, but now hec 
had them In the Persian and knew them If he would 
there glue his fayth they should be cxecutcti in forme 
as they were grantctl and that If any of our factors came 
to Complaync of the breach of any he would speedily 
doc lustlce, I would take It as some Content , which he 
agalnc vowed and many with him and vpon yt gaue 
me his hand ahich 1 was forced to accept off, but will 
not owe him hU fnlscncs. I complayned that poorc men 
could not be sulTcrcd to carry a little ttuffe aboord for 
Cluathing our i>coplc, to which he promised reformation 
and to content me in all thlngcs 1 would rcqulra See I 
gaue him some toyes he fancyed and showed tJic Vir 
gltvdlcs, which he much mWfkcd noL Then he nskcti for 
the Coach. I toukl him it was In a warehouse if he pleased 
he might goc In. Soc he rose and asked mo If I woulil goc 
With him I tould him I hod scene yt often , which I did 
because I would not bring him out, hauing Icamd the dls- 
curtcslc of him When hec saw yt, he scomd yt and sayd 
It was little and poorc that wee bought 111 vcluctt of the 
Chinoyes* and sent It his Master In Coaches. 1 rora thence 
hec tookc horse. At night he discoucred hlmsclfc more 
playnly, telling the factors his present was liltlo that the 
Portugalls in one frigatt gnuc more that they should not 


K 2 
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land any more goodes vntil he had a present from the 
Generali to Content him that all other ports had made 
peace with the Portugall hee had only receiued vs that 
hee had Commandment to dismisse vs and that for my 
sake, who was an Ambassador, With other good woordes, 
he suffered them to remayne in the towne • but that 
resoluedly there should be no trade without a better 
present Soe base are our Conditions in this Port and 
subject to soe many slaueryes, such as noe free hart can 
endure, that I doe resolue eyther to establish a trade on 
free Conditions or to doe my best to dissolue yt For noe 
profitt can be a good Pennywoorth at soe much dishonor , 
the person of euery man landing loccked vp and searched 
like a theefe , sometymes two dayes before leaue can be 
had for any man to passe the riuer ; a poore bottle of wyne 
sent to the sick deteyned , and euery trifle ransacked and 
taken away, with unsufferable insolencyes 

October lo — The Gouernor went to the Alfandtca } 
shares our Cloth , takes whatsoeuer he pleaseth, and finally 
steales one by a base Convayance out of a wyndowe, 
while a broyle was purposely made to amase all men , yet 
barrs not trade absolutly, but forbidds cloth and lead to be 
landed vntill the swoordes, strong waters, and looking 
glasses and such lighter Comodityes come to his eye, that 
he may satisfye his rauenous auance or pouerty This day 
arriued Ihon Browne^ from Amadavaz with the ill Newes 


1 Custom house (Port Alfandega) 

® John Brown, a factor who had come out in Downton’s fleet in 1614, 
and had been sent up to court with Edwards Early m 1616 he was 
placed in charge of the Ahmaddbdd factory, a post which he held 
during the whole time of Roe’s stay in the country The ambassador 
always spoke well of him, describing him as “a \ ery honest fellow, 
nimble, industrious and honest”, but Brown made an ill return, for 
after Roe’s departure from India he wrote a letter to the Company, so 
full of invective against the ambassador that it drew upon him the 
sharp censure of his employers (Court Mmutes, 28 Sept and i Oct, 
1619) In one of Coryat’s letters will be found some facetious 
verses addressed to him by Brown 
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of Master Aldwroorths death* by the u-a), who had lonp 
becnc ucke; and now dcsiroas to doc his last scrulcc, 3 
da^xs loumy onward to Saratl performed yL What other 
newes he brought of the afra>rcs of the buslncs I am a 
stranger too, onl> wheras ther was doubt made nt 
Amadauaic that, If Master Aldwoorth had died there the 
Gouemor would make secure of all good* in his handes 


* Tbonut Aldvorth, the fint Fo^llth Sarat of »hom It is 

SQTCtlf ton moch to that he m ihe real fouoder of that iiupor 
Unt factory t forwheo C^puin fktt,tickof ^tuVarTab kbin scvaiKms 
aod delays, dcterrnlned 10 abandon the attempt to cstablnh a trade 
ihcrr AWironh poshbeljf refused to iroaboani. H Is urj^ent rtf resen 
taiKms, coupled with the amral of the Mopd s ftirmin induced the 
General to alter his resoIutKM and to leare a few merchants in the 
etty under the charge of Aldaorth. Dorms the twenty-one months 
lhatfoQowed, (t retpjired alt the Utter’s diplomacy to content ’’the 
rooerrvmir and prinerpan rulers whoebot hr his perswatioos wouldc 
naoe agalne reetrued the Poftingans fDodswonh s MS. narratire to 
10 Records) bat at Uit the sails of t)o«ntoQ s ftcet rose abort the 
bonmn and his weary sicll was at an end The amraJ of the *hi^ 
bo»e\ef broo^t trouble as well as joy for on the sireogih of the 
Company s comm!tik>n, Li\cn la eoUre Ijmnrarvce of Ihe ctreuin 
itanon. tt was soaghi to depose him from hit pnmacy 10 f*i\-our of 
Edwards, the cape merchant of the new fleet Aldworih rigorously 
resisted, and at last a co o i p r o mhe was orris ed at by which he retained 
bit post at Surat, white Kdwards proceeded to the C oun at AJmere as 
an e n vo y from the king When Keeling’s fleet amxed, Aldwrinh was 
lying dangerooily ill at AhnuddbiH. “nioTe like an aoothomy then a 
man" and fcarmg that if he d>ed toe cOTemor would avalf himself 
of the pretext to scue all the goods of the English, the factors (as 
narrated in the text) despatchrd an urgent mess-ipe to Ajmere for a 
spechl_ybrjwdrt to protect them. A flay before it arrired, however 
AWwonh, fcarmg to remain longer and anxioos to get down to the 
coast, caosed tHmsclf to be carried out of the dty on Ihe road to 
Sorat I bol the hand of death was open him, and on the foUowlDi, day 
(4 Oct i 6 iO be expired, at (he little tillage of Nandd in Kalm 
^tria [,AddI ifS 9jb6. f 9X Kerridpe, lamenting hb death to 
brown, who had been Aldwo^s companion on ibe (atal Journey 
^pressed a hope that he had been Interred In such a manner that hts 
body might be afterwards transported to Ahmadibid, “ that son\ 
roemorye may be of bim to succeeding tywei C to) ; but the 

Idea was never realised, ar>d tin now even the place of bis death has 
remained onlcnown. The want of a tombstone was probably due in 
part to the fact that as njcnlloned In a letter from toe Sorat factors, 

m i6i6 (10 Records Surat Letter boob, p. 61) “thecostom 
ne to Interr our dead at the Companies Chiuyc, but the tombe 
OT^aay extra ordlnaiyes are to bee paid out of their owne roeanesj 
and AMwtuth's fneods were not wwtby cooogh to spend money id 
ei^log a nxmnment in a disunt i«nd- 

10 * 
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(having lately practised yt vpon an Armenian Merchant, 
and both enquiring suspitiously after his recouery and 
Command not to depart the towne without leaue , and 
further a Plummer dyeing there about the same tyme, the 
officers came to enquire his estate and beeing tould he was 
a seruant and a poore man were satisfied, yet with their 
brokers Scrtid'^ in testemony) the factors very discreetly 
despatched away for the Court to procure the Mogulles 
firma in preuention, which was granted and returned with 
expedition, remayning yet at Amadauaz for securytye of 
the goodes vnder Master Aldwoorths Chardge, but the 
Coppy was sent downe by Ihon Browne, which I demanded 
and I was answered he had sent yt the Generali Ihon 
Browne desinng to goe to the shipes could not be suffered 
I sent to the Gouernor a message about yt His lordship 
was in his Seralta ^ 

October 1 1 — In the Morning leaue was obteyned for him 
with much adoe At night arriued one Young, ^ a Youth 
of Master Aldwoorthes, with his Masters goodes, and a 
German that had serued him 

October 12 — Came to the Custome house all the Pro- 
uisions for presents and other necessaryes for my Journy 
and residence at Agra , but were not suffered to be landed, 
to theyr great spoyle. The factors all gone to the Generali 
to a Councell I sett downe all my greauances and Com- 
playnts in writing, and all my demandes, with my full 
resolution in both cases of refusall or Content , and caused 
them to be translated into the Persian in two Coppies 

October 13 — In the Morning, my prouisions all remayning 
in the Custome House and the Merchants returned, I sent 


^ Attestation (Ital scrttio, a wnting) Tins word, often angliased 
as screety was no doubt brought into use, like many other mercantile 
terms, by the factors engag^ in the 'Mediterranean trade. 

* More familiar m the Italian form, serragho 
^ John Young, afterwards made a factor. 
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them with one coppy of them to the Gouemor, keeping the 
other to showc the Mogul! hotix! fayrely I required lustice 
and hoftx ^rnwHIllng I u*as to be forced to Complajme. The 
Coppy In English Is rcgistrcd* This frighted him so 
farr as he asked who could wltnesse the accusations theyr 
layd against him and so reddiucred presently all the 
Cfoathcs in his hand except hue for ahlch hec gauc 
payment by the Customc. For the stolen cloth it was 
aJsoe acknowledged and order to Clear all the goodcs 
landed For my prouisions he would see them at the 
A^andtea and uhat was for the king should passe what 
for other vses should pa)e and passe. Hut he would not 
come any more into my hou'se saying he only was our 
frend that we traded by bis licence that he had rccdued 
his Kings Command to dlsmlsse \*3. UTicreto it was 
answered we did trade by virtue of the Klngcs firma and 
not by him If he had recelued warrant to dbmUc vs, 
lett him proclayme and pupltsh yi they would all depart 
Thus It rested. 

OdoUr 14. — He without ray consent searched all thoosc 
chests sent me in the Custoroe house and tooke whatso- 
cuer pleased him in a most impcrioiis sort, whipping a 
scfuant of the English almost to death for speaking and 
vsing the Merchants like his siaucs. Whcrvpon I sent 
to them to come awray and Icaue all to him protesting I 
would ncuer recduc his leaulngs, and vnlcssc I might baue 
them sent home entyre and vndimlnished in any part, 
I would depart the towne, though without fitt presents yet 
full of last Complayntcs. 

To day Came one Chrabeban* (that was deputy Gouemor 


* Tte drmn Cm Roc's own hand) b in the I O Rcconh {O C No. 

It ttometmtes the variooi sboiaL and demand* redre**, e*peciaJfy 
toe deuTcry of the article* intended for present*, and the promion of 
to trantpoft them to the coort 

* Kharib Khin 
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when this Ziulphephar-Chan arriued) to visitt me , and 
after many curtesyes propounded and vnhappy counsells 
against the Gouemor, offered to giue me 6 horses, woorth 
400/? and all meanes to furnish me for my lourny, 
perswading me to receiue none of my goodes, but to goe 
vp and Complayne tould me of Injuryes done to him, and 
desired I would take his Petition I knew him not, and, 
though lealous of his extreame offers, yet I thancked him 
that I could not receiue so great an obligation of a stranger, 
of whom I had not deserued and to whom I had nothing to 
recompence in that kind for his petition, I came betweene 
Princes and durst not meddle in busines betweene the sub- 
jects of another king, nor betweene him and his subjects , 
and so desired to be excused He replyed it would be a 
great grace to him if I would accept his horses , and then 
offered me one (that I desired to buy but was prised looh ) 
with much importunitye , saying if 1 lined to come back 
from Agra, he could not loose by any curtesye done me 
and since I would not vndertake his Petition, that I would 
suffer a seruant of his to goe in my Company, for he durst 
not send for feare of the Gouemors tyranny but at such an 
oportunity His horse I refused, and for his seruant I said 
I would not forbidd any man the passage in my trayne, 
but I would neyther take notice of him nor of his busines 
So we departed This man is truly an enemy of the 
Gouemors, and the best frend the English haue here. 

Master Aldwoorthes roomc was broken vp, and his 
Accounts, bookes, and goodes taken by Inventory and 
possessed by Master Barkeley 

October 1 5 — The Ravidam finished, ther was held a 
great feast and Tnumphe in Suratt, the Gouernor with all 
the Prmcipall men, near 1000 braue horse, excersicing to 
shoote on horse back at a ball on a high Pole The ludge 
of the Alfandica came to invite me, offering me his horses 
both for that day and vp to Agra, telling me it was recom- 
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pence enough to Iclt the Mogull know he had done yt 
encouraging me to Complayne with much vchcmcncy I 
refased to see sports or to rccelue loo great a tya He Is a 
trend to the English and often v'Iseted me. Within an 
hower the Gouemor sent to invyte me, an oliphant to ndc 
vpon With footemen with flaggs and Pendantes, and some 
horse and gciitellmcn to accompan> mcc. I answered 1 
was no baby to be abused one da> and pleased with a 
Pageant the next he had another account to make with 
me before I could rcccluc any curtesy So they departed. 

Odoher 16. — My goodes remaynlng still m his handes I 
sent! leltrc, which was written the former day butcould not 
be deliuered for the Tnumphe, wherin I playnly defied him 
as an enemy I repeated all his abuses, and lett him know 
my purpose to leaue all behynd me and seeke Justice of 
the King TheCopp) Is rcgistrcd In English and Persian 
as I did all things that Passed bcltt-ccnc vs that I might 
show the Mogull the Cayre course 1 held to bring him to 
reason without Complaynlng His answcrc stood most 
vpon denyalls , offering the kings presents free but of 
others he would haue a share and I should pay Custome. 
So 1 prepard to be gone without them 

To TKi: GorERwoa or Suhat 
{AdJL lfS, 6 iis t 58 ») 

15 October 1615 

The Inhnyes you haue oflered me, ContrtiT to the fayth giuen 
or your Km^ to tU QuUilye and law of Nationi, bedug a free 
Am b om dor, and Contrary to yoor owne hooor and prombe, 
forceth me to send you woord I am resolued not to endure yt I 
co^ hither not to Begg, nor doe nor sufler Inluryc. I serne a 
king that U able to reoengo what loeucr U to be done 

his subjects. I am come vnder astuimnce, of the Great 
MoguTlesjfmtf and letter sent vnto the Kln^ of England my 
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Master, promising all loue and frendship to him, and therfore I 
am confident that no man dare presume to wrong mee Under 
which Confidence I lett you knowe that, without seeking farther 
frendship from you, that haue ransacked my Chests, taken by 
violence the Presents sent your Kyng, Cruelly whipt a seruant of 
the Merchaunts for doeing his duty, abused with Contempt all 
the English, notwithstanding they haue both sought in good sort 
your fauour and haue sundry t)rmes presented you and to leaue 
all m your handes to goe with speede and desire Justice against 
you, that you may appeare to answere before your King to my 
face for these wrongs , when I doubt not (so great fame I heare 
of the Royall disposition of his Majestic) to haue Honorable and 
speedy redresse. I am sorry for nothing but that euer I vouch- 
safed to send you any remembrance of mee, of whom in loue you 
might haue receiued any thing , but by this course of me nor my 
Nation I am resolued you shall neuer gett one Pice, assunngyou 
I am better resolued to dye vpon an enemye then to flatter him, 
and for such I giue you notice to take me vntill your master hath 
done me Justice 

October 17 — I wrote in the Generalls name to the same 
purpose and sent yt by Captain Hams, who was then 
with mee. (The Coppy is also registred He gaue 
faire woordes and promised all things should be dispatchd, 
but nothing was effected , yet desiring Captain Hams to 
make him and me frendes, repeating to him the refusing of 
his oliphant and my not Comminge to his howse 

October 18 — I entreated Captain Harris to retume with 
a Ciuill message to him, which he tooke in good part At 
which instant came a lettre from the Prince, which he read 
thear The Contents were, that the English should dis- 
chardge one ship and haue a Monthes staye, in trade, but 
no residences in the Towne Wherat the Gouemor per- 
swaded to land no more goodes, and gaue order to take vp 
all that was come to the Custome house , desienng that I 
might hasten to procure a residence here, or otherwise wee 
must depart. Yet he would doe nothing to farther me , 
but dehuered some few of the things I desiered, but sealed 


‘ Not m the MS 
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and diftcicd to the MopitL The Chcnli >ent ajhcurc, 
whcTtml I wai to Chooic ^och pteientt at ihould !)*€ b)*c 
to lenw all oecatlooi wetr dctc)*ned U"hcn*pon our 
mldenct here lUnding on fickle tcarmn I rctolued to 
Coe t-p mth more hait flod !ct«e caft»adj:c. with on!> 
proenli for one or two audience* In which if I could ptt>- 
orre fitt Comliiioni for our >U) and Kcuril>‘c for our 
farther trade I wtwld »lcnlf>-e I had left man> thlnps 
bch)^^! b) rravim of the doubtn cart Into me b) the 
rnneta Ictue deiiiln;; l*oth the /ma to »och articles as 
I had propounded arvd a iramnt for the pa dnp vp of all 
tuch thinpi ai I woah! send for without the Impeachment* 
of the Couemof In rcfuull I tlul purpose to rctume to 
our shipet with expedition havinn aduertlscd the Moputl 
That as he was Lord of hii owne land and minhl doc hli 
pleasure, and had fonaken the am) tic of a Pnnee who had 
dciired >1 In fayre and llcmorablc learmea, for the Portu 
calls who made him Iributar) to his etemaU dlshoiw So 
be would f)*nd b) expenenee the king m> Master would be 
lord of all these aeas and Ports to the prejudice of hU sub- 
Jecti, In iplphl of those In whom he now trusted and should 
not dare (0 releeu them. To this purpose I wrote the 
Generali with my opinion and resolution at lardce, and 
sent the Merchants aboord to conferr of these businesses 
*od to dcliucr me In wnttinc all their demands and 
KrcAttances. At Captain Harris partinc ^s'lth the Gouemor 
he was veary kvnd sending the Generali a vtry good 
P*^scnt, and giuing him another of good valcw 
Oaeh<r 19 —All the Merchants bedng at the flectc 
nothing was done at the Custemc howsc I rccelued 
advise by a Persian whom I vsed ■ that the aouldlera of 
®WDon & Chaulc and the land of the PortugalU were 
drawn downe to Goa, vnder Cooler of sending a flecte for 


Ilbdimace. 
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the releefe of Ormus, from which the Persiati had taken all 
supplyes That the new Viceroy was arriued with three 
Carickes^ Wheron doubting whether the preparation 
might be diuulged for Ormus but fall vpon our fleete, I 
wrote a lettre to the Viceroy signifying our desire of peace- 
able trade without theyr prejudice, his Majestic resolution 
to mayntayne his subjects in theyr honest Course of 
trafique, and offer of Comprisure in the treaty now 
negotiated with the Mogull and to endeauour t6 procure 
an open free trade on all sydes , which 1 sent in Portugall 
& English, hmitting a tyme for answer The Coppy is 
registred 


To THE Viceroy of Goa 
{Addl MS 6115, f 58“) 

Most Illustnous Lord, 

The Injuries your Excellence or your predecessors haue offered 
to the subjects of the high and mighty Pnnce, the King of Eng- 
land, my royall Master, by assalting them in that peacable course 
of trade, contrarye to the Amytye and leauge of both our 
Soueraynes, although by the asistance of God you haue receiued 
shame and Confusion m your vnchnstian Attempts, yet I haue 
commandement to admonish you, like the subject of a Prince at 
Peace with my Master, to desist from vndertaking that which can 
bnng foorth no other effect but warr and reuenge and shedding 
of Chnstian blood And because it can not bee supposed you 
haue done thus vnwoorthely without having mistaken the entent of 
our Comming into these parts, I haue command from his 
Majestie to signifie to you, as his Majesties Embassador resident 
at Madnll hath done there, that the English entertd nothing 
but free trade, open by the lawes of Nations to all men, wherof 
in these terretoryes of the Mogull & other Neighbonng Princes 
there is enough for both, if auance doe not blynd all reason in 
your Excellence It is not the Purpose of the English to roote 
out or hinder your trade , but to Contmew theyr owne in frend- 
ship, and wilbe ready as Christians to doe you any curtesye or 


^ This was a mistake There was no change of Viceroys between 
t6ii and 1617, when the Conde de Redondo replaced Don Jerortynio 
de Azevedo 

- There is another copy m the I O Records {OC, No 303), but it 
presents no lanatioq 
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tstm jwr EtccHcnce or naiton In anj* wani- Nctihcr doc ihcr 
desire. If )twr Etccllencc haoe arty cuMomc, retJcnCTrc or Cabclr 
from the McrchanU subject to the Mo^coll ttadirtg at sea, to take 
It from joa or otherwise Impeach jroar rcctaptJhCTof That It b 
itran« that the two MIehlle rnnee* our Master* and iheyr Sub- 
ject* beang freends ana In freccomtncrcc one with another, your 
Eiccllencc ihouU dare to Infrlwj ji, wishing wror Excellence 
to remeniber what the wrongei offered by your Nation did cost 
you, bow many Minioni, both of Men and Crowncs, In the dayes 
of the blessed and famous Qaecne nixabeth, the »ame force and 
spintt itm hutng in our Nation, aduuing you to glue more 
reuerent tcaime* of the Majestic of a ChniUan Kyng then your 
barbarous mkoclaneota people hauc T*ed In these ports. To 
which purpose hairing now In frendly Manner admonished your 
Excellence, as befilts the Honor of a Pnnee lender of his Royall 
woord, I am to glue w farther Notice that ha Majestic is 
resoluH to Maynieyne hb subjects In thar honest indeauours, in 
ipight of any enetnyes and to tiui Purpose hath sent me, bernng 
agenteOman of hb PHuy Gumberanda touldiar his Ambassador 
Jto the Greatt Mogul!, with full power and Authorytye to conclude 
a leai^ and frcndshlp bci*eeT>e therr Majesties and ihcyr sub- 
jects for cucr bynding hiraselfc by h« Royall woord to maynieyne 
and ran6n wbattoeuer I bb Etntmsador shall conclude with the 
Great XIogull, to the sec u ry ty e of Ihcyr subjects. Into which 
reauge I haue command to offer your Excellence compnsure 
letting you knowe I am ready to goe to Adsmcrc, wher I will 
attend your answer dayes, and. In case of refosall or silence, 
which 1 will rndcntjmd a r^usatt, I will proceedc to such con 
dtalons as I shall in my Judraent Uilnckc condueeablc to the 
end* for which I am imployed assuring your Excellence, if you 
conunew hi tbb cour»e, The Kings Majestic will not only pue 
pirciection In the way of defence, but grant hb Jetlres of pmall 
free to all hb subjects to make war ypon you in ah part* of the 
V 7 *^ a thing inGnllely deiiered and dayly sued for to hJi 
Majestic, wherby you shall not be able to looke out at your Ports, 
touch lessc to attempt to Injure rs. But, hoping you will haue 
toore consWeratlon, I require your answerc within the tyme 
pttfited, and so I Coramitt you to Gods protection. 

Your frend or enemyc at your owne Choyce, 

D Tiio, Roe, 

Ambassador of the Majestic of England.* 

Surau, October so, 1615, atlL vet 

* Impost (Fr /wir//#). 

As wiH be teen later do reolT wrat made to tbb letter The 
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October 20 — A Icttrc Came from the king, but not once 
named the ICnghsh, as my entclligencc enformed me ; but 
concernd the injuryes of a Merchant wroonged by the 
Gouernor. 

October 21 . — I rode early with Captain Peyton, Master 
Ronner^ and others, to the Tancke® to take the ayre ; and 
returned on purpose by a grecne, wher vsually the Gouernor 
is at his exercise, to obseruc his Countenance, because 
Captain Harris tould me he desired a frendship When I 
came there, he left his play at balle on horsbackc’ and 
Came toward me 1 stayed his Comming vp After salu- 
tations, and asking of my horses and why I vsed not his, 
to which I answered I had these at my Command from a 
good frend Chrabbeckcan,"* he desired me to see their cxccr- 
sice a-horsebackc, which I accepted off Whcrvpon hec 
sent for his bowes, and with diuers others passed many 
Carrers® shooting backward at a marke on the ground, and 
after at an ICastrcadgc*’ eggshell on the top of a May pole 


reported) he was promised an answer, but after waitinjf three months, 
and being refused adiniUancc to the Viceroy, he judged it best to 
make hib way back to Sural In July, 1616, Richard Cocks wrote to 
another factor m jajian that, in default of a reply, Roe h.id “pro- 
nounced oiien warn, against the I’orting.ils in the E.isi Indies with 
fire and sword m the name of the kings maieslic of England ” (I C) 
Records — U C, No 377) , but this story, though apparently accented 
as correct in the preface to the Calendar of State Papers ( E I nates), 
1513-1616, is tjuUc baseless 

^ Ihis was Ihoinas Uonner, who, on the way out, had been 
promoted to the jiost of master of the Expedition He died at 'liku 
on the 20lh July, 1616, .ind w.is buned on a small isl.ind near that 
jiort Three years later they buried m the same spot, “ so neere as 
coultl be ghessed”, the bmly of liis brother Robert Bonner, the lc.ider 
of the i6t8 fleet He hail died at liku on the yih October, 1619, 
of wounds received in fighting the Dutch when they attacked and 
ca])lured, amongst others, his vessel, the Dragon, laincasler’s old 
flag-ship 

* See page 1 12 

^ Hie modem “ jiolo”, which (under the name of e/nli/ifan) was the 
favourite ])astime of Akbar 

* Seep 71 Apparently Roe hatl consented to make tcinjiorar)' 
use of the horses jiroffered by KharAb KhAn 

® 1 his ^vas the technical phrase for running the charge m a tourna- 
ment or attack ® Ostnch 




l6is] TIIOMAS ROn, 79 

Then h« tooke hW I'cccc* und did the like, and after with 
Itnccs, ccnjnterfcytln^ a Chase and at the full vpced of theyr 
horses, full of varlciyc, bcdnfi veary Actiue and manly 
sport! , which finished he desired me to Honor him to see 
hli hoBjc, I was so wflllnp to Close with him for the 
furtherance of our buslncs that I «*as entreated to doc yt, 
though I knew I should find In m> reception nothin;' to 
Content me. 1 or after the) r rude manner at his Court gate 
he alighted and went in In a hurr) soc that I stA>cd a 
pretty whylc and entered with the English alone. When I 
came ncarc he mett me and led me vp into a howsc of 
pleasure, where wee sate, discoursing of the warn armc?*, 
and Customes of these parts. Then Captain l*c)»ton toutd 
him the Generali had sent him a present In requital! of a 
forracr, and soc dcllucrirtg the parcells, he tooke two 
things and with Infinite scomc cast the rest away saying 
tboQsc bee tooke as a token but not as a Present, repeating, 
the valcw of hli. This I mention that )*ou may know theyr 
emtome, at least this man. J>o I rctumed to demand my 
goodcs, to rcpcatc the dlscurtcsycs, but I wanted no fnyre 
promises and excuses. Asking when I departed I rcplycd 
In two dayes , whcral the McrchnnnLs desired Icauc to pass 
vp some Cloth In my Company which hec flittly refused 
turning to me, swearing b) his head and beard he had ex 
preasc order to the Contrary and to sufTcr vs only to vnladc 
one ship In a month, and after to depart and except I 
could dlspccd and procure longer time, he must obey It I 
•nswered him roughly that we card not yet I could not 
bdccue his Master was so vneonstant boc I tooke my 
Icaue butt at night could get nothing from the Customc 
howsc. 

22 . — Having advised that seeing now In fiuc 
u^eckea we hard not orw woord of Master ndwardc*, 


• Cun (cp. fownng'piccc). 
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woondnng that these Changes would be at Court without 
hib pryuitic, and that I could not goc on my lourny with 
any expedition, desierous to haue some Newes from aboue 
and to take my prouisions with me, I resolued to addresse 
my Complaynt by post to Master Edwardes to dehuer to 
the Mogull in my Name The Merchannts acquaynting 
the Generali speedily therof, who wrote his lettre to Master 
Edwardes, as I suppose, of Complaynt , and it beeing sent 
to Suratt, the Merchants dispeeded it away without my 
knowledge, or once asking me if I would write, which I 
tooke in veary ill part, hauing receiued many neglects by 
reason that all obedience and obsequiousnes was giuen 
him^ who could pleasur them, and it was published among 
them I had nothing to doe with them Yet within one 
hower I sent a Post after yt, with my instructions to 
Master Edwardes how to proceed and how far for our 
present redresse here, and to dispeed yt to the factory, 
letting him know, since I was amued, all the wrongs of the 
Kings subjects concerned me and that I should answer for 
them and that therfore m my name he ought to proceed, 
which I doubt not he will effect The Coppie therof is 
registred ^ The Generali sent 4 of the factors for Baroch 
and Amadauaz^ by a New way from the shipes, the 
Gouernor suffering none to passe from Suratt 

October 23 — I sent two Merchants to the Gouernor to 
demand those things which he deteyned He answered 
I might be gone to night if 1 would, but I should haue 
nothing, bidding them tend their owne busines that 
they had but 15 dayes to staye At night the Generali 
writte me woord of the misfortune at Adsmere, which hee 
receiued from Amadauaz by way of Apologye in the ex- 
cuse of one Mitford, that had stabbd Master Edwardes at 


1 Keeling i At f 59 of the MS 

® To provide a c^rgo for the ship intended to be sent home 
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a Consullaticm for some woordcs vsct! , whfch the Generali 
vcr> nghtlj concclucd a great oflcncc and dtspatchd Icltrcs 
to Adsmert Put I not knowing the Contents, but 
weighing the olTcncc to be of a high Nature dishonorable 
to his Maleslie, whojc Ambassador Fdwardcs pretended to 
be, and* prcjadidall to the businet now In hand on fickle 
tearmes, I thought It fitl that to a\*o>*dc the scandall «)mc 
part of lustlcc and reparation should beginn where the 
©nence »a3 most scandalous and thcrforc uTOtc to Master 
Edmardcs to cause him to be la)'d In Irons In his house 
vTitlll I came \p purposing after examination to send him 
pabliqaely bound as Pnsoncr to the llcete with the true 
Copp) of the Cause on both parts. For If authont) c hauc 
abused Itselfc though It be free from reuenge bj those that 
we subordinal, j*ct It must answcrc to a higher authont) c 
or all bandcs of Gouerment are dissolued 

Oitoifr 24.— The Gouemor bccing gone a hunting gauc 
®nlcr for m) dispatch but nothing was eflcctcd The 
cause of this change nas the goclng of some boalcs to 
Baroch becing afra)d to loose our trade wherbv he 
bclra)*d his I)*cs of Command for our departure. 

October 7^ laded m) goodcs thincking the order 
*as sufficient but thcrcame some prcsenll) from the Cus- 
tome house and m^ould new search them which I was 
■nEfy*! & w'ould not suffer WTicrsTJon thc) bcate one of 
the wagoners nt my dorc and would ha\a Carried the 
Cbccfc to be whiped, but I tookc him Into my house and 
ffauc him protection and bad them be gone but they 
offenng by force to search my Chests that were laded I 
showed them a swoord In a Nothcr mans hand that stood 


. It fh'en *t C Oo of Ibe MS. The brawl mm foirad to 

sUebt aftir aodnoicnoat notice wa* taken of it. 
went borne in the £ 7 /<rf^ h» March, 1617 ond In May of the 
hfan with one hundred noble* in 


1 I 
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by, and tould them they abused vs enough at the Custome 
house if they presumed yt here, I would recompence yt 
Wherat they departed and wrote to the Gouernor that I 
drew a swoord and beate them , and tooke this occasion 
not to execute the Gouernors Command for my dispatch 
Withall I sent speedely to the Generali, desienng him that 
one ship might ryde out, as if wee meant to seeke other 
trade, a thinge which only awed them, and tooke good 
effect For the Gouernor returning at Night, I sent him 
woord howe I was abused by the officers of the Custome 
house, and he in theyr reports made that I drew a swoord 
He sent presently Abram Chan,^ the Cheefe man in the 
Towne and our frend, to tell me he had punished them for 
lying and misdemeanor tow ard me, and was sorry I did 
not beate them m earnest that on the morow Abram 
Chan should come and dispatch me w'lth his passe and 
lettre to the Prince and that he would present me w'lth a 
horse and furniture I thanked him, desienng expedition 
and no other present Abram Chan tould me hee neuer 
durst visitt me before, nor meddle in my busines, the 
Gouernor beeing soe vneonstant, but now he had leaue, and 
gaue me his woord it should be effected Thus I stood 
delayed in hope and doubt Within an Hower came a lettre 
from the king, Wrhich was receiued wuth great solemnytye 
The Contents I could not leame , but by the effect it w'as 
in our behalfe and some Checke to the Gouernor For hee 
speedily, though it was late, sent for Master Bangham^ and 


''ho was appointed shortly afterwards Governor 
roirara F ^ because he v-as fat ourablv disposed 

hiiT^'ffnnri 1,^? sooie e\penence of him. Roe declared 

afflicted tv If he does no good , ttee are not lesse 

fflicted tvith a block then before tvith a storck” (f? C, No 558) 

onginally a joiner, tt as left at Surat by the 
hif t ^ 'vith Bist m 1614. In recognition of 

admitted gi'en a hundred pounds, made a factor, and 

ceed with Rne the Company He was appointed to pro- 

e to India in the capacity of stett ard, to control his 
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before speech with him made Abram chan deale with him 
to appease me and all the english protesting we should 
hauc all good vsage, and pfaue leaue to goe and cany our 
goodes vp or any^her xvithout stopp He was very sadd 
which is a signe that the lettre was some reprehension 
for othervdse the Customc is vpon the receipt of any 
thing from the king to drincke and be veary froltckc. As 
yet we bad not one woord from Master Edwardes havinge 
becne m the Roads 6 weakes. At night was a proclama 
bon made, giuIng leaue for boates to cany ouer the lead 
and teeth,^ which had now laync in the sunne a month at 
the water syde and were cleft and spoyld which was next 
day performed- 

Octobtr 26. — I expected all day but could not procure 
anything nor any answerc nor leaue to loade my Chestes. 

Otiolxr 27 — Abram chan came with a multitude of 
officers, and brought the Gouemors scale and sealed the 
kings presents, counted my Chests and gaue a warrant to 
cany them and v.'ithalt brought such things as the 
Gouemor had left* to my house, of which I tookc some 
and promised whatsoeucr was in the Gouemors handes 
should be dcUuered the Next day I answered I could 
not accept of these, to haue the other deteyned He sayd 
all should be brought, except two basens which the Gouer 
nor had sent the Pnnee I replyed they were taken from 
mee, and I would demand them at Court, and giue as I 
sawc fitt He desired me to be Content with soe sraalle 
a matter The Gouemor sent me a hone to glue mee, 

hoosehokl expenses bet the ambassador when be beard of this 
trraoffement, remonstraled so strongly with Keeling that tbe Idea 
was gWen qd. Bangbam was made cape merchant at Borbilopur 
hote^ and neld that post notil tbe spnng of 161S, when be went 
borne IQ tbe liuJL Roe spoke very favourably of him in a letter to 
tbe Company “ tboo^ be b^ not a bredd merchant, be hath a good 
head, learns aptly & Is of a Jodgement not rash nor per em ptorye, & 
b yoor best Unguist- 

* An abbreviatJon for “ elephsnts' teeth," ivory 

^ Addl MS 19377 has “kepc 
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eiltfeating to speake well of him to the king I answered 
for his horse, 1 would not receiue him, but caused the 
bringer to returne yt that [if?] I found my selfe yet at last 
well dealt with, and liberty for the Merchants to transport 
their goodes freely, I would make such report of him as 
became a frend but otherwise I would doe my dutie to 
my Master and the seruice to my Countrymen for which 
I was imployed Abr^m chan importuned me to accept 
of the horse I answered the Gouernor would take yt as 
an ingagement to speake well of him, and ingratitude in 
the Contrary that I came not to be brybed, neyther would 
I leaue any tye on mee, that it should not bee free, if any 
lettre of Complaynt came after mee, to doe my nation 
right against his Injuryes and that therfore ther was no 
other way to deale with me but by vsinge the Merchants 
well, both in theyr bodyes and goodes And so, receiuinge 
many promises, They and theyr horse returned 

October 28 — I laded most of my prouisions, expecting 
the rest from the Gouernor , but nothing came nor any 
answere 

October 29 — I sent my Carts before, expecting those 
things dete) ned , but with so small hope that I resolued 
to goe without them Within an hower came Abram chan 
with most of the things taken by the Gouernor, and a 
warrant for my departure When I demanded the re- 
maynder he desiered to be excused that hee^ knew not 
when hee tooke them but that they were the Merchannts 
and offered to paye for them but hee had sent them to 
Prince, beeing some 7 or 8 basons, french and other sorts 
I answered I would challendge them at Court, and 
Complayne of the Violence 

October 30 — Many messages past about leaue for Cloth 
and swoordes to goe vp with mee, but none Could be 


^ The Governor 
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obtcjTicd so I prepared to be jjonc. As ! u'as read) came 
alcttrcoTTym^^Tf from the Mopulllomc staging according 
to the Cuslome* uiihout the townc to be melt by \*3 I 
sent the Merchants x\ho brought It to me bedni; pro- 
cured b> Master Ed^rirdcs »^lth his lettre It Contejmed 
a Command to all Gouemors of P/ouInces or tonmes to 
attend me with sufficient guard and not to meddle with any 
thing was m)'nc and In alt things \xry fauorablc except 
chardges which wxs Icfi xnmcntloncd When I had read 
>'t, beelng rcad> to goe to horse hearing the Gouemor and 
all the Townc were assembled In an open space I rode that 
and showed the GoMcmor m> lettre wheralhcwas 
Ncry blanckc desiring m) frendship and ofTcred me an) 
thing I would demand, I answered it was now loo btc I 
onl) came to Iclt him sec the king liad a better estimation 
of Ambassadors and thcjTC qu*ilct>*c then he, that had so 
ransack-cd mce but I did not desire his ru>nc if he would 
>‘et giue content to the Merchannlcs 1 would make the 
best of toe 111 mge. He bad askc an) thing I demanded 
Icaue for Itrclue Carts to goe sp with gfxxlcs at their 
pleasure , which hec refuted Then I lould him I saw he 
would doc nothing of curtes)c It was but lossc of a little 
tyme I would procure It In dispight of him dcsinng to 
know hit reason wh) contrar)c to hit woord lie kept our 
People and goodes prisoners. He gauc none but 8 a)d f >r 
roy take 6 ue Carts should haue Icaue TTiough I scorned 
thit aniwcrc, )ct since It was some heipe toward dls^iatch I 
seemed Content He demanded If ! were frcndcs. I 5 a)d 
'mtlll I heard Nciv Complaynts, which I expected howcrl) 
f was and that I required his (or the 5 Carts present!) 
for I would stay for them the Morrow at m) tents. He 

* See the A/m-/ y4iAtr/(niochmannX k p. 764 
^ Impression (Hlad. <kkip\, and hence al>o the docnineni 
nuthermated. Amonp Ehiropeans In eoitem ports the word 
“”ame airrent in the sense both of a pcnnil or Itcence, and of a 
1 1 « 
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promised, and I departed foure Course^ from Suratt to 
Cumana,^ expecting the Mcrchannts At my goeing I had 
no guard from him, haumg before hyred such guard as by 
councell of all your factors, and such other necessary men 
as was requisite (haumg flue sickc men in my trayne and few 
perfect) to Bramport,^ where I hope for some ease of my 
great Chardge Yet I will proue I haue in no thing taken 
so many nor so much as the factors thought requisite At 
my goeing I was perswaded to giue in the Custome house, 
because I had all theyr assistance and paynes in these 
broyles with the Gouernor, and to others that had broked^ 
in my affayres, and to the Gouernors vnder seruants as 
Porters, wayters and Peons^ 

October 3 1 — I rested in expectation of the Merchanntes 
and goodes which were to goe vp , but at night I receiued 
lettres that the Gouernor would not hould his woord 
except he might haue 30 clothes at his owne rates, wherat 
I sent him woord I was free of all promise of frendship, it 
beeing giuen vpon the last condition, which hee had dis- 
honarably falsefyed 

Nouember i — I went 1 1 Englis h mile to a village, lyin g 
ahv ay in my tents Hither Abram chan sent me a bullocke 
t o carry water, fitted with sckinns. a Cammell, with t wo 
tgnts and some hen s I tooke his meate and som e^ckinns , 
b eeing prouided of all necessaryes I returned th e rest, 
haueing nothing of valew to giue in requitall, which his 


stamp or brand placed upon goods As bir Henry Yule has pointed 
out {Hobson-Jobsoii, p i^), it is from the latter sense that ue get the 
expression “ first chop,” / , of the first quality 

* The usual measure of distance in India Later (p 105), Roe 
makes the two miles, but adds that the kos of the interior is 
longer than that of the coast districts It is well known that this 
measure \aned much in different localities 
2 Khumbana. 

® Burhdnpur of which see p 8g 
Negotiated 

® Messengers (Port peao, a footman) 
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racn »rttt TWt man ^hnticxl me 

both mmt arwj mmt hfmnr In all hi* aclioni. 

To Itarai* I mile TJni to^nc lath* 
citilc t*^nc(inj* thf t ’tn'ff of ihc linpjomc of 
Guraratt »u*»;cci to the to Alftam 

Chin, tn »hov“ fm'rt I ha I 4 b natchctJ 

»b«xi m) tmt %\\ the 

Artrw/^r _j — I cn rtr»! the tm^dome of I aMalT ha * a 
GentHc IrttJ of the hHIt subject to fv>oe *n<! |nr|prJ Jo 
the faldea at 15 moe* end. Il»t Chccfc C) 1 !> * callcti 
Vo^^hej He liL^ in a Caitrll In the ^!n 1 Jnlaln 

t\rKmWr 4.-9 '‘Mr H«l.) *»y b) a \iilagc callrt! 
hinrapora,* 

Artrmfrr 5«— 15 Mite. In the fntdr* (d>*ninf b) 

ArtneVr <ju — ?0 '«titc^ to Nundcfpar^ a C«lt> of the 
Imjdom of llfampott, »abje<l to the Mf^jull haviof; 
piiKd a cermef of the Lin^dom of I aiUa Ka I Icre I jjolt 
fini bread iince m) Commln^ from buratt for though 
the Ctjntf) t«c ptcfUifull cipr<iall) of Cattle b> reason 

* ^'uri, frt iSr In 1 f40*^ ''Uir Kum iifiwo 

MaiU (otii itr Oifl m wm 

* fmm JifS t’jljy 

* I JiftiH SKlK, ll-r relrt of iLi^lin, a fn^onutn^o di llwl rl i • 

rijrtii, rTTfir>rotfd icMljy b) Ib^Ln and Kuban 
iQs^nbioetcdSiiiK d iiiHt, AVtuiK I antmmrtl lo inlutr d Inn 
lartibSUh »ot»*r*jornilj' a(Vntn»KilKrd ilir 

iwtikxdihip of Jihlnefr and »h« iin^ fn *»j» I rnUjr eon jwird try 
AoraBcirU Tbe cKkI » hr»d purtfra •rtr ai laiiJpui nrar >IoIltrf 
Fwi (Koc» Moghrt) Mneb nho itj^rUrd th « irud in ibio 
I, n. 4 mtnilon* « »*•'^Iol*rl^ nhrtt Ibe mjmttJri 
*«coyr>rtl. 

, * "hhh it ihe rradmj of AifM MS 19177 Tb^ \minn in A 4 tl 
\i itll’i* « **nle a chrrff f)!!)*; bol itii* H obvknjtljr mofti: at 
«oinrr H more than Umty milrt aw») 

I Nirapttf ra ibe i imfulnrr tab-dnhton of KhindrUi ilitukt. 

Added from AdJf \fS IOJ77 ** 1 ) 1141 " n apoarrotlv Dhana 
w Ibe borplrd Klrer ' 

Niodorbir an ancleni and once •calihy and Important tonn-ln 
'heitthdlvnWoftbeiamename 
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of the Banians} that will kyll nothing, inhabiting all 
ouer, yet by the same reason they would sell vs none , 
and bread they make not, but dow cakes, I mett in one 
day 10,000 bullocks in one troupe laden with Come, and 
most dayes others, but lesse , which showes the pleanty 
Nottember y — 18 Mile to Nimgall- 
Nouember 8 — 15 Mile to Sinchelly.^ 

Nouember 9 — 15 Mile to Tolnere ^ 

Nouember 10 — 18 Mile to Chapre'’ Here, hauing 
pitched my tents without the Towne according to my 
Custome, the kings officers came and tould me that there 
were 200 theeues in the hills and I could not lye without 
great danger, perswading me to pitch within the Towne 
I answered I was not afrayd if they Came I would leaue 
some of them on the ground for them in the Morning, and 
that now I would not stirr They replyed they could not 
answere it to the Mogull if any thing happened vnto me , 
but if I would stay without, they desired a dischardge in 
writting that they had warned mee I tould them I was 
resolued not to mooue, but if the dainger were soe im- 
portant I required a better guard to watch with mee , 
which was granted, and the Gouernor with the other 
officers came out with 30 horse and 20 shott and watched 
all Night In the Morning they brought me to their 
precinctes, to whom I gaue a small present and reward to 
the Souldiers 


* 1 he w ell-know n term for Hindu traderb, often extended by the 
early travellers (as here) to all persons professing the Hindu 
religion 

^ Nim^l Finch calls this place Lingull, “a beastly fowne, with 
theeuish inhabitants and a dirtie castle.’’ 

^ Sindkhera, the headquarters of the Virdel sub-division of Khdn- 
desh, about twenty-four miles north of Dhuhd. 

* Thdlner, on the north side of the Taptl, in Shirpur sub-division 
Here Roe’s party would cross the nver 

Chopra, in the sub-division of the same name, an ancient .ind still 
populous to\vn 
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Ncnembtrw — SMIIctoArawd* Hcncc I sent Master 
Shalcbanck* to Bramport v.Uh the kings /tnna to Channa 
OhzAffa the Gouemor, to see what comodltyc I could pro* 
care for my furtherance. 

Neutmbir 12 — 18 Mile tfeutmUr 13 — 18* Mile. 

Noucmh<r 14. — 15 Mile. I anued at Bramporc,* being 
by my Conjecture 223 Mile from Suratl* and the Course 
wholy East, a miserable and Barron Country the townes 
and villages all built of Mudd soc that there Is not a house 
for a man to rest In • This day at Balharport,’ a village 2 
Mile short ofBrampore, Is the stoore house of Ordinance, 
I saw diuen of brassc, but generally to shortt and too 


AriraJ, In Qiopra wb-<liTiii<m,t dccaytd loini mib a ruined foU. 

* Jose^ SaTboak, oT irhom see p. tot 

* AddL 24 S 19177 has “ 1 1" bat thb appears to be an errOT 

* Barhinpar on the nortnem tnok w the Taptt, m the Nlroir 
etyictofthe Central Provinces. It Is now a place oJ small Importance 
w was at the time of Roe's tiilt the seat of the Mofol adramotratlon 
pitheOeccan,aadih<beadqaartcnoftbeann>’ Fotmdedaboot 1400, 

add by the FaniU kiotpi of Kbindesb down to the conaoeit of 
thdrklnpdombyAVbar at the dose of the sirtecDib century Donnif 
Ibe rel^ of that monarch and hli snccessor the aiy was preatly or 
tendeaawIenibeUlshed and at the height of Its prospcrily it covered 
about fire sqtare miles and contafned serernl notable 
bdUtep. Tbe dtadel ailed the LAi hUA^ or Red Fort which was 
probably the scene of Roe’s presentauen to Prmce Parwft, b lUQ In 
c^cn ce, thoa>;h moch dtbpidated. In later years Uarbiopur after 
honj plondcred by the MahraUas (1685), passed successirely onder 
“*ywe of the NkAoi the Peshwi, and biodb bywhosnitwastnins- 
lerred to the Dntiih in i86a A notable hsddcnt m its later hbtory was 
« aptore In i8oy by tbe army under General W diesley (afterwards 
tbeDnkeofWdtbgton). 

Roe’s estimate it a fairly dose one. \VTieo Colonel Goddard 
dong the same road (in the reverse directkml, in the coarse of 
ots cttebrated march across India ( 1779 X his snn-eyors made tbe 
from Larbinpor to Surat337| mjfes{Mb In I 6 MapRoom). 

. contrast betwe en thb pictorc and a present-day description 
« Uk same dlttnct U not wltbont its nsond. >Vhb the exception of a 
!l!^*j yren hlH ranees, ** the long central plain b, foraboot 150 miles 
n^BtttbiaiairtoNandurblr an unbroken stretch of deep allarial solL 
ioeeast ana centre are rich and well uHed. Tbe towns and villages 
^“^aadnroiperonSj lUTTOunded by mango groves and gardens 
**cept when baked by tbe raging winds of the hot season, the 
.rZTi freen with vmned tilbge. Cm both sides of tbe nrer cnItK’a 
t^ UwWe*ptead’’(5:a«A»yCrt»^^ Kka)uUik^l\ 

^^dJtdarpar four miles went of Horhinpor 
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wyde bored Betwen that and Brampore I was mett by 
the Cuttwall^ well accompaned and i6 Coullers Carried 
before them H e brought me to the SaralycP- wher I w as 
a poynted to lodg ('^ere ^ the gate h ee tooke his leau e) 
beeing a handsome frunt of stone, but wh e n I entered I had 
4 Chambers alotted me like Ovens, noe bigger, round a t 
t he topp, made of brick in a wall syde This trubled me, 
but my Tents were my refuge, and I sent the Cuttwall 
woord I would depart the Towne, scorninge soe meane 
vsadge He desiered me to be Content vntill Morning 
Here hues Sultan Peruies,® the kings seconnd sonne, 
houldmg the State and Customes of his father, And the 
Oianna Channa^ being the greatest subiect of the Mogull 


^ The Kotwal^ or nati\ e official who had the general superintendence 
of the city, especially as regards police functions 

2 The caravansary fPers karwdn-sarat) or public lodging house for 
travellers and their pack-animals Sarai simply means a building, but 
to the English residents at Constantinople the w ord became synony- 
mous with the palace of the Sultan , and then a supposed connexion 
with the Italian serrato (“shut-up”) ga^e to its usual Levantine form 
serraglto the meaning of the women’s closed apartments (see Yule and 
Burnell’s Hobson-Jobson, s n ) The following description is from a 
very rare work, entitled An Easi-Indta Collation, by Christopher 
Farewell, a factor who went out to India in 1614 — “ In this City, as 
all others throughout both Asia’s and Afrique wee were lodged in the 
Ceraglio, a spatious place made of purpose for all Travellers, Natives 
as else (for they have not the vse of Innes as m Chnstendome), with 
commodious Warehouses round about, of one Story, foure Square, in 
the manner of Galleries , and under them dry walkes and places to 
feed their Coach-oxen, Camels, Elephants and Horses, but in the 
middle all open, like our Exchange, It being supposed that e\ery 
Marchant, Gentleman or Nobleman hath his Tent or Coach to sleepe 
in , if neyther, they make the best shift they can , and for their pro- 
vision they bnng it with them, or buy it in the Towne.” 

® Panvfz, who, as Roe states, was nominally in command of the 
army operating against the Deccan princes He died at BurhJlnpur 
on the 28th October, 1626 

* Khdn-khdndn (Khan of Khans), a title usually gi\en to the officer 
who acted as commander-in-chief The indi\ idual here referred to 
A\as Mfrzd Abdurrahfm, son of Bairdm Khdn, AkbaPs celebrated 
general He had been given the title for conquenng Gujdrdt , and 
later he distinguished himself in several campaigns, especially in the 
subjugation of Sind For some time he was a strong partisan of 
Pnnce Khurram, though afterwards he deserted him for Parwfz His 
death occurred at Delhi in 1627, at the age of seventy-two Captain 
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CtDcnll of his Armies, wherof ^oooo horse arc with him 
The Prince haih ihc Name and stale, but the Chan pouems 

aa> 

Kcumhnr t 5 ,~I r emoued Into a handsome g arden _flnd 
sett \*p m> Tcntls ullh some of iii> people leaueinp the 
re st with my pTy>di at _t hc— . where Ihc Cuthcalt 
Came to \iutl me and cxcose m) lodpinp prolcslmp It 
was the best In the Townc which after 1 found true The 
whollc Citt) (which Is \ car) preal) bcinp all butllc of Mudd 
baser then an> Cottape except the Pnnets howic the 
Chan Ckannaj and some few others. 

Nevanhtr tC 17 — I rested and sent about m> Camad 
ges, ont) receiulnp tmenty dishes of meat drest after 
thdr Country manner sent me in Cmercd Daltcrs by 
the Cttnca// for a Present 

i8,~I or man) Considerations as well to see 
the fashioncs of the Court as to Content the J’rince (uho 
dcsicrrd yt and I was Jothe to dlstast him because thcf 
was lume purpose of crectlnp a factory In the to» ne, and 
I found by experience swoord blades were Hell sould In 
the Armle) I went to vlsitt the Prince and carried him a 
Present I was brought In by the CuttwaJl At the out 
ward Courte wear about too horsemen Armed being 
gcnldlmen that attend the Princes sitting out to salute 
him making a lane of each side. In the Inward Courte 
he lattc, high In a Galicne that went round, mlh a Cannlpe 
over him and a Carpett before him, In great but barborous 


tUwkiirt, *ti?k oa hH way ap to Attb In 1609, had 10 Intemew with 
w Khin-khSnla it Uorhiopnr indwas cirtn by him “hit m«t kind 
to the King which aoayM roocn. 

Kerndge, in a letter lo Koe from AhmadihSd, ai Oct^ 1615 (Driu 
9366, C 10) warned him that be most riiit Prince 
»ho»c Capparilyebdote weahe and he geren to womanish 
Pjeasttre^ th^er It no hope either of bonnoor or Content frtwi bhn. 
ne iRipplieth the place m name only the CUa CMtn In roatten 
« Conseqoence ther erdereth alt, estceiDed for DoWUilye, bonnour 
w valor to be the Cberfett of the land ■ 
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state Comming toward him thorowgh a lane of People, an 
Officer came and brought me woord I must touch the 
ground with my head, and my hatt off I answered I 
came in honnor to see the Prince and was free from the 
Custome of seruants Soe I passed on, till I came to a 
place rayled m. Right vnder him, with an assent of 3 steepes, 
wher I made him reverance, and he bowed his bodye , and 
soe went within yt, wher stood round by the side all the 
great men of the Towne with their handes before them 
like slaues The place was Covered overhead with a Rich 
Cannapie, and vnderneath all Carpetts To discnbe it 
rightly it was like a great stage, and the Prince satt aboiie 
as the Mock kings doth thear When I was entered I 
knewe not where to be placed, but went right and stood 
before him, wher there is an assent of thre steepes, vpon 
which standes his secretary to deliuer what is sayd or 
giuen Breifly I tould him being an Ambassador from 
the King of England to his father and Passing bye, I could 
not but in honor visitt him Hee replied I was veary 
Wellcome, and Asked me many questions of the King, to 
which I replied as I thought fitt But standing in that 
manner belowe, I demanded lycence to Come vp and 
stand by him Hee answered if the King of Persia, or 
the great Turke wher ther, it might not be admitted I 
replyed that I must be excused, for I doubted not he would 
come downe and meete them at his gate, but I desiered 
noe more priuiledg then the Ambassadors off such Princes 
had, to whom I held myself equale He protested I had 
that, and should in all things Then I demanded a Chaier, 
but I was answered noe man euer satt in that place , but 
I was desiered as a Curtesye to ease myselfe against a 
Pillor covered aboue with siluer, that held vp his Cannapie. 
Then I moved him for his fauour for an English factory to 
be resident m the Towne, which he willingly granted and 
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gaae present order to the to dratvc n Jimta both 

tor thdr Comming vp and for their rciidcncc, I alsoc 
dcsiercd his authoritj'c forCamadges for the Kings Pre 
sents, which he gauc In Chardge to the Cuttivall Then I 
gaae him m> presents, which hcc tookc in good part and 
after some other Questions he said to giue me Content, 
although 1 might not Come vp wher hcc salt, hec would 
goe into another Place wher I should Come vnto him. 
But one of my presents was a Case of bottles, which tookc 
him vp by the way , and after I had staged a while I hard 
hee was drunck,* and one of his officers came to me in his 
name with an excuse, desienng me to goe home and to 
take some other tyme to rctumc to vultt him. This night 
I tookc ray fcc\or 

Noutmber 19. — I sent to the C/tan Channa a smale Pre 
sent, but would not WsUt him (expecting it from him) nor 
vtteriy disrespect him in regard of our factory He recciued 
it with great Curtesie and promised all frendshlp to the 
English. This night Master Boughlon* sickened. 

Noutn^r 20-34. — Being veary sick I intended nothing 
but to gett the finna promised and Carriadges to be gone 
from thence, wher in the one the Busy and in the other 
the CutwaU did most manifestly abuse me, and I could 
find noe rearaedyc. In this tyme the Pnnee, taking know 
Icdg of my sicknes sent one day his swoord bearer and 
another day his Chamberime to vlaitt me, to whom I Com 
pUyned and had promises to noe effect. 

To THE East Ihoia CouPAm 
{AdM MS. 6 iis t 60) 

\vi, ^ L Brmmpore, M Norember 1615 

>vtial bath passed la my joumy by sea to Snratt, wher by 
ttodes mercy I ariiued the aoth of September with your whole 


yenerally a military paymaster 
to llqaor (the beredltaiy Mce of the Mo]pl 

lcno»n, 3 s« pw 3a, A- 


* ^ynuster(Hlnd-i 

* addiction 
uoperial Cxnuly) b well 
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flccte in safety and extraordinary health, T hope you expect no 
more from me then 1 could collect by Circumstances and the out- 
ward face of what was resolued in Councell, to all which I was a 
stranger, no man cuer accpiaynting me with any proposition or 
conclusion For outward things, our course, my opinion, and 
such like, 1 refer you to a journal!* sent herewith, which I pray 
accept in good part , and though it be long, and I, as you suppose, 
a young marnner, yet you shall fjnd some Cautions very necessary 
for you 

What Course I tooke at my landing the journall will relate, and 
how eiiery day was spent at Surait , in this lettre you may expect 
nothing but my poorc counccll and judgment of this trade, and 
the managing therof , wherin it scemes to me you neuer haue had 
any true enformation First, for liberty of your people, I found 
them all in absolute seruilude, so as no priuat man, much Icsse a 
nation, could endure And though, when thcr was no busines 
(as at our Comming) it seemd not so tyrannous, and that the 
former Gouernors were somewhat better, yet I haue enformed 
mjsdfe off all and it was cuer seruile and base, since Captain 
Best had a ship vnder his Lee And take this gcnerall rule It is 
the Custome to Change the Gouernors here cuery yeare, and some 
tyme the rule of the Prouincc (as now it belongs to the Pnnee) , 
that new humors must be dayly fedd , and presents are here 
expected as due as the Kings customes, and not such as you 
will send but as they will choose Besides, vnlesse the peace may 
be made with the Portugall (which I haue endeauored), the 
Roade is vnsafe at Swally, and you must alway maynteyne a fleete 
fo ur monthes for the safety of oi^ship B v water in boates th er 
is no possibility to transport vour goodes . t he riuer beeing vnde r 
Co mmand of t heJfcigatts ,- and to carry them 1 2 mile by land’^ Ts 
an ’infinite Chardge, trouble and decay of many things Soe that, 
to Conclud, if a better could be procurd, Suratt is no residence 
for your factory , or, if it must be, you must send a Pinnace of 
80 tunns with 12 Peices, that may goe over the barr of Suratt and 
Carry your owne goodes to the Key, safe from frigatts and other 
dangers Your goodes, when it is Come in Cartes, lyes ten or 
twelue dayes at the water side before leaue cann be obtayned for 
boates to transport them I entend for better securitye to motion 
the gluing you an ould towne called Maladafar^ into which your 


^ See the Introduction 

“ /6’ , the Portuguese fngates The term was at this time applied 
to shallow, undecked boats, carrying one gun in the bows They 
were \ ery useful in the shoal waters of that coast 
^ From the beach at Swally to the city of Surat 
* Mhowa, near Gopnath Point, on the Kdthi.twdr coast, opposite to 
Swally Best had spent a few days there with his fleet in December, 
i6i2 {Lancaster's Voyages, p 239) 
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■hips mij come with six fodome wmter and anchor mder the 
forte, jet, they may harbor tu ali m a itorme and ride with 

out the woormes as smooth os m Tbcames. 

A truce, rather then a Peace, with the Mogul! is newly pro- 
cured by ^e Portugal! payeing three letks^ of Rh^ios for the ship 
taken, and hcence’to goe to the Red Sea simed. Thu newes I 
melt on the way a ^loore comming from Court with 300 
folkrwen sent to Meca, going to Suratt to take shipping, where 
three shippes haue order to make ready this yeare without theyr 
aodeot tribute to the PortugalL He had store of Indico with 
hiuL I demanded what Conditions concerning the english this 
peace did Conteyne. An Armenian Christian mercbaunt tould 
me the Mogull had answered he could not put out the english, 
beemg powerfuH at sea, but be lefte it to the Portugalli to doe 
what they pleased and to endure likewise theyr fortune.* So 


* A rUc] U xoQ^ooo rupee * ; a rupee u ar 34' itarliDg” 
(mamnal note by Roe). 

* tm the 7th Jnoe, 1615 (N S.) by the mediation of the Jesuit 
Xincr Mokanab Khin and Gon;^ Pinto da Fonseca had signed 
a prdmunary treaty of peace, which K was agreed should bo submitted 
u ^ Mogul ana the Viceroy respectlrely for ratihcaiicm with 
™ “hf days. Amongst other things, tt provided that the Enghih 
M«ld w expelled from Surat, tod In mture they as well as the Dutch, 
J^ld be eidaded from the temtone* of the ilcynl if the fleet 
tmm Eagk od should arrire and refuse to kavoj the Portuguese were 
to te pOTioed to land gun* for the purpose of driving them cut of the 
pWofSwaDy the Portuguese effects which bad been confi»cated 

be rettored, after dednetmg 70^000 xtrafins as compicnsatKm 
"W the merchandise sored by the Portuguese, and the latter were to 
^ Queen Slother id lieu of the one they bad burnt 
« Gogo finmer the Viceroy was for two year* to grant free passe* 
i« two ships to go from Surat to the Red Sea, in addition to the 
™iaiy jrcaiir grant for one ressei (Docarro’s XIU c. 88 

y Soa*« AH* Portunusa (Stevens’ trana.), m, c 6 Biker’s 

P-, **9) 

,1^“* parucnlari given by the Portt^ese histanans are to vague 
iw tt impressioo has bea created tMt the treaty was actuallT com 
1 b®^ this was not the case. Althoucb tbo Portugnese vic er o y 
3 ^“®® hi* approraL the Mogul, a* stated above, refti^ to ratify iL 
» clearly tbovn by Kemage’s letters firooi Ahmadfbf d now in the 
™»h Museum [Addl MS, 9366). Writing on the a6th July 1615, 
•cwumHy of “Macroochan* Maye Gaines in Cambaya, 
a portogaB on an EDcphani and ro a manner publishlngo a 
petrt ^th diem vpoo locertayne and baae Condition* (iherby to 
, i ^ge) 00 the 17U1 August bo repeats iotellfgence re 
Edwards at Ajmere, of^hUcrobchaD* Comrago to the 
acquainting the K^ge with the p«ce Concluded, which 


sti tk- wtwn me viceroy bad made rcstttution lor 
ff®ode* taken from hi* lubiect* be tnen would hearken to Coo- 



96 


THE EMBASSY OF 


[i6is 

that the warx is left open for both at sea, and wee must woorke 
and stand vpon our owne safety The Portugall mannaginge this 
peace bought presently as much Indico as laded i8o bullocks and 
are now commmg downe with yt 

All your goodes come by land long joumyes at your 
chardg, both for Carts, Peons, Guardes and such trach , wheras 
I suppose some residence may be had vpon some riuer that 
may ease most of yt According to such relations as I haue 
gotten, the River of Syndu^ were most comodious of all others, 
to which from Labor any thing may passe by water , besides, the 
Cuntry is more healthy and plentiffull in Indico and Comodytyes 
fitt for England then these parts, the Portueall having great 
ladings yearly from thence Further, if you may procure the 
Port Jasques in Persia, the places are neighbonng and a Counten- 
ance one to a nother , or, if not, yet many Comodytyes of Persia 
vrill there be found, by reason the nuer comes from far within 
land, navigable with boates, and is truely the mouth of the famous 
Indus, and not that discnbed by Cosmographers faling into the 
Baye of Cambaya And since I am fallen vpon Persia, breefly 
ther is no such place for the benefitt of our Nation to settle a 
trade for venting cloth and buying silke, and for good justice 
toward all men And if no greate quantety at first (beeing the 
south parts) will away, wherby you may returne from thence one 
ship yet it may be taken in the way, and what you vent may 
be sould for silkes (which are very vendible here) or ready mony, 
wherby these parts may be furnished and the exportation of 
monyes saued from England Somewhat hath beene done m 
this, but to no great purpose, because all the hopes giuen were 
before the retume of Sir Robert Sheirly Since two Merchants 
haue beene dispatched to Court * I purpose to send to 

Hispan^ with all expedition, as well to enforme my selfe off all 
possibilitye as to procure your securytye and welcome to Cape 


ditions of peace and that otherwise ther Could be no Conclusion ,” on 
the 24th of the following month he received a further message that the 
composition “ is farther of nowe then ei er, for that it is resolved that 
the vicereye of Goa Cann make no peace wnth this people, the English 
remayning in the Country, except by Espetiall order from the Kinge of 
Spame, and that of our expultionhe hath no feare and later still (2Sth 
October) Kemdge says that Edwards has written that “the expected 
peace with the Portingalls is confidently broken of ” These extracts, 
together with what is stated above, show that the pioposed treaty was 
never formally concluded, and that in lieu thereof the Portuguese had 
to be content with a simple cessation of hostilities It is probable 
that, in the later stages of the negotiation, the new’s of the amval of an 
English ambassador with a fresh batch of presents had no small share 
in deterring the Mogul from agreeing to expel his compatnots 

^ The “ Rio de Diul Sinde” of Linschoten and Mercator had not 
hitherto been identified w'lth the Indus 
“ See the Introduction 


® Ispahan 
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Jaiques >f you please to accqU yt and aficr if I may recctae a 
Cotnmrt^ton from hu MajcstJC liy your procurotncnl, to treat 
farthar mih him, or to goc to hi\ Court and mectc your ihipjnng 
at Cajw Javpjcs, 1 douhl not to actilc you sutdt a meanea for vent 
of Ooth aa you »Hall ntcemc of >t 
Tber paneih yearly Carauana from Agra to Camlulu,* whidi 
ttandj in a couW patt and may also \tni much doth for mony 
the Cuntrye beemg exceeding nch and the Court near the Sc^ 
Tpon a nauigaWc rtx-er, and teeing yxjM »crtd to Japan, it ix not 
many dayes wyde of It 1 cnlcnd to procun: the ^logull to write 
in OUT behalfe and to know if he wllJtc )ilcased to gipc )‘OU Icaue 
to lend a »hip« lading of Ooth yearly \mlo him * 

The Prwntci you hauc thu )-carc nmt arc cttrcamly dapbed 
^ those who hauc icenc them-* tl»t Ijmtng of the Coach and 
Couer of the Mrgirullx KOfTKd, bcctng rcloctt of these parti and 
faded lot base Tawny (he Kntiici little and meane, «oc that I 
am enforce d to new furnish the Case of my owne iiore the 
burning glaiia and prospcctlues* luch as no nun hath face to 
offer to glue, much lets to «11, luch ai I can buy for lixe 
peence a pc»cc your Piaurcx not all woorth one Penny and 
finally wch error In the choo)-cc of all things, as I ihinckc no 
man euer heard of the 1 Lace that was of CounctrlL Here 
are nothing esteemed but of the best sorts good Ooth and 
fine, and ri^ Ptaurct, they eommlnj, out of Ital) ouetland and 
from Ormos loc that they laugh at vs for luch as wee bnng. 
And doubtleiic they mdentand them as wdl as wee and 
*hat they want in knowledge they arc enformed bj the Jesuitca 
and olbai, that in Emubuon of v» iwouid'* them of the bcu at 
any rates. 

1 can say little of the estate of your busines , only it b 
kept in the brexl of some few men, and your lelouxy to giue mce 
authorytye of your buiincx or factors hath disabled me to looke 
mm nuny things that should hauc redounded to your profitt 
not what suspect you had that 1 would eyther abuse 
or your itorke hut you were decaued to my great case 
•j^^r owne duaduanUge, It bedng so dhiuldgcd here (as I 
Mvn ^ espraxe command, or for some other vayne 
that I hauc rtolhing to doe with the mcrohantx nor their 
nor that they necdt make mec no account of any thing , 
“®by if I ixjt fjfnd just fault or giue honest counccU, the 
meanest can say it concenw not mce I hauc not to doc with 


, Cambala (“ kcai of Caihalan Con") was of course 1 eking 
In found this Idea of commerce with China Impmcticnblc. 

Fnr T *0 Smythe, dated the I5ih hebnury 1615 16, he wrote 
f-JUnbalew I hau ipokeo with a Turice who tsinrw 
.Lj- •w oade Ijut for Khubarb and the sen u rwt discooer 

(*« also the letter to Lord Carew n. 113). 

'“P- P *7 r Telcicope*. 

H 
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them If the Generali keepe not good eyes (which I doubt 

not, he beemg euery way a very able man) you shalbe sufficiently 
abused m pnuat trade , for this I know, that many of the meanest, 
and vnder the degrees of factors, brought ashore loolt , 80// , and 
few vnder 50// , which went liberally for Callicoes 

You may thincke that I haue broken your order in 
desinng the Generali to pay me 200/t beforehand, on my second 
yeares wages now currant, because he frugally for you made 
cunous of yt, and yet curteously, when he saw reason, did yt it 
for mee I desire to make this apologie for him 1 did not 
thincke you held it reasonable I should land and goe a great 
journy without one penny in my purse for my pnuatt vse , for 
you all knew I earned none , that you gaue mee and lent mee, 
I protest I disbursed, with additions of myne owne, for my pre- 
peration and I never ment to make \se of any of that allowed 
for my chardge for my particular, but to receiue yt and expend 
yt and gtue an account of yt apart to a penny 

Besides, I haue required that my seruants halfe yeares wages 
behynd may be payed here the first yeare, for els they must goe 
naked, and I am not able to supply all wants What is 50// for 
15 Men — about 3// apeice, a poore allowance for such as must 
attend mee , and it is not 50// more then you giue me that dis- 
chardges theyr wages,^ so far I am from gayne. 

For my extraordinarye expence of goeing to Court and 
dyett, I haue vndertaken the Carnadge of the Presents and your 
seruants sent ivith them (wherof the Coach is c\treame Cumber- 
some) and receiued 1,000 royalls of 8 wherof you shall 

receiue by my first from Adgmere a just accompt I 

landed at Suratt, where I was esteemed an Imposture like my 
Predecessors (for the Jesuits diue deepe into your secrettes and 
blaze them) , two before having taken the title of ambassador. 
Master Hawkins and Master Edwards,® but so that they haue 
almost made yt ndiculous to Come vnder that qualetye 


^ The journal contains (f 280) an account by which it appears that 
Roe spent more than 450/ on his outfit At Surat he provided 
himself ivith twelve suits at a cost of from 3/ to 42/ each , and sub- 
sequent entries on this account, totalling over 100/ down to October, 
1617, show that he spared no expense to maintain the dignity of his 
post In a later letter he complains of the great cost of his clothes , 
“ euerything I can weare,” he says, “ is dearer then at the Beare in 
Cheapeside.” 

* “ Seruants wages paid m the Countne more then the Companyes 
allowance — 112/ \os" {MS ,i 280) 

* “ I heare Master Edwards disavow es it” (marginal note by Roe) 
Edw ards had been speaally cautioned by the Company not to assume 
the title, and had consequently resolved to desenbe himself merely as 
a messenger from the English King (see Letters received by the 
East India Co , vol 11, Introduction') On the other hand, Kemdge 
(letter to Roe, October to, 1615, j 4 dd/ MS 9366, f 12) distinctly 
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Only I tclt )roQ for concIuMon know the ciUte of the 1 ortuall 
in aU these {nrti. He is on ill tearmes and with a 

htile hdpe would be tiletljr broken hcarc- Bui hb Ma}c4tie 
man be dealt witK. It is pwd polb-c)^ of state to sett foote on 
him now he Is Cafllnp and if 1 had auihoniyc to treate roundly 
with the Persun and to engage any heipe to the kfogull b) sea:, 
I could dusolue him quite in these parts. Or if this may not be 
conrcnienl to enlerprtcc, yet if you will giuc him one go<^ blow 
which ^ou haue power and reason to doc whensocuer you will 
send sue good snipes togither for this Place, snder colour of 
safe conduct of those to rctomc hence, and to 10 lake theyr 
Course for the Sowthward, they may ndc in the roade and enforme 
tbcmselots dayly of the Commlngc in of the GalUons for Goa, 
which anue alsoc in September and bde In December for 
lubonc (the Jhfftt of Suratt may and will goc to Cca for 30/ 
and bnnge weekly aduise when they licginn to bde, for they 
halfe bde within the barr rndcr the fort, and then come out to 
take in the rest, where they ryde mfitlcd for any defence, halfe 
lhar men ashoarc with fn^U to fill them), and then four of 
your shtpes nuy way and bee with them in so many dayes, and 
take what they please, almost without shooting a shootte bde 
themsetoes ar>d fire them and cme prosperotu assault rpon 
them would more dWurten them, bring them to better termes 
(when they aawc your resolution to prosequule ihemX giuc you 
more repuuuon and good booty then twenty repulses euer in 
your ownc defence It Is a role in warr the offennuc »s both 
the nobler and the safer part. They make this vie of >tmr 
sparing them that their King dares doc any affront to you 
because the King of Lngbnd b a tribuLaryc but that you dare 
not Attempt them, but only defend your goods, Itast the King 
of Portugal should punish his Majestic for such bouldnes at 
home. 

It « thought requbite that y’ou seeke trade In the Tcrretoryci 
of the Mo^l In Uengale. I will enforme mysclfe of the fittest 
port and procure a for resldericc of > our factora. 

Since my arrhiall at Dramport, bee m g the 14 of Nouember 
*615 I rbitcd the I nnce, which 1 rather did b^use thcr was 
• purpose to settle a factory tber I am heer visited by 

Dodes hand with a tcmble fcauer now iixc dayta, and brought 
wcake, abased In my Girrbdges, notwithstanding the 
Brince gaue order for roc, and the Kings fin»a The CnthsMil 
tookc my roony and made prsco as he pleased and when I 
hb abuse, I sought abroad, but runic would stirr wrthout 
his leauc. So that I roust suOcr it, as 1 doc monyfould and 


that Waster Edwards in ha Landlnge for the Reputation of 
w wriftoe# assraned the title and cnullet)^ Tof ambassador] and hi 
“•t nature was presented mto the Kmge and so hath contin«Td 
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infinite abuses, this beeing a generall Character euery man will 
promise any thing, but to this hower I neuer lound one man 
that euer held his woord in any one thing without beeing 
follo\\ed and sued too sixe dayes togither — no answere but 
“ to-morowe ” The Cuntrye is all slauish In this towne 

of Bramport, the ancient and Cheefe Cytty, except the Castle and 
some fewe ill howses of Commanders, your swyne lye better than 
any man , and what I endure I best knowe 

Nouember 25 — Master Boughton dyed and I buried him 
by leaue early the Next Morning 

Nouember 26 — Being enforced to take the Cuiwalls price, 
I laded 

Nouember 27 — In much weaknes, beeing Carried m a 
Pallankie} I Parted Brampore, and lodged that night at 
Raypora,^ 3 Course off 

Nouember 28 — 15 Course to Burgome.^ This day I lost 
my' Carriadges, and all my Company Beeing very sicke I 
hastened away in my Palenkte to Burgome, but they 
not beeing able to Follow, we were afrayd one of another 
I was without tent or prouision, and gott into a little open 
house,* and soe rested in my Palenkte I sent away a 
Peon, who before Morning returned with Newes of one 
another 

Nouember 29 — My Carriadges and Company' Came to 
me , and I rested this day, beeing soe sick as at night I was 
past sence and giuen ouer for dead , but God raysed mee 

Nouember 30 — In the Morning came a finnan from 
Sultan Peruies for our entended factory*^ at Brampore, 
which I dispeeded backe to Surat At Noone I remooued 
7 Course 


^ Hind pdiki, a litter The form in which Roe uses the word is 
nearer the original than the more usual “ palankin,” which bears traces 
of Its den\ ation through the Portuguese. 

® Rdipur, a small \illage north-west of Burhdnpur 
’ Borgaon, in the Nimdr district of the Central Provinces, 21 miles 
N E of Burhdnpur 

* A choultry, or resting-place for travellers 
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D Cimher 1 — lo C<}nrSi to Hicanpomc.' 

Dctmhtr ** —7 Ct frrjt 
3- — 5 Ct*nrsf 

Dccciuhcr — To I cb.irpur* li Course It xtindc^ on 
fl falling into the ncrc lUroch nnd 

(Ioubtlc< naulRablc, 

J)e(emt>er 5 — bpent In paMin;, the nucr callcti \nr 
bodah bcjnj, forced lo xntadc. 

December C — 8 Course , lodKinj; In n \sood not fair from 
the Kinjji famou'i Castle of Mandon’ which Klandcs on a 
Mcq)c hill walled round in arcult 14 Course The Castle 
Is fatre and of v.'OondcffuH i^rcitncs. 

D cember 7 — 10 Course 
December 8 — 8 Course 
December ^ — lo Course 
Deeanber la— 12 Course 
Deeember 1 1 — iC Course 
J)rember 12.^14 Course 
Deeember \ Course 

Deeember rested to clr>*c m> tents ami case m> 

sclfc and Comjwn) 

J>ee mbt r 1 5 — (5 Course 
December iG . — 6 Course 

December \y — 12 Course Ilcncc I sent Master blml 
bancl^c* to Adsmerc to prcjwrc for mec. 


‘ nikanj^'ami, ro lUc ilt^lncl of llic »jinic nan>c in I InlLar % icrrilory 
* AtbnriHir mlicrc tticrv N b ford orcr lltc NarintU^ n fcir nnlc^ S. 
ofMantlii * Maniht, docnlart! later 

^ Jo>q)h SatbanU, ihc nldc»( tenant the C4Mn|>nn> had in liHlia 
“ihe almond tre, he wnnc lo llicni “halli dr*|>lnHal hrs whiii 
bli>**niTrt ximo niy licail t^-cr Mni% I n Imiiusl Into yiMtr i » 
kcK »lc>rnlic* hhn n* ** n \-cn |4a)-ni n»ihl man, linnlj 1 » l^alH^I nnd 
thrifty \ f<H- Imulnj; liwnc Kicn in iIil Country fill lonniioc mhoc 
pemHm ot Imme nllvcr then wii«*s bIhioiL Me «n one of tl« 
uriRiool uli-icriliunt ulton Uw ouiliti*J)iiK*nl i f the Coni|nn) niwl ( r t 
«coi to Iruki in the drsa iniui hnurih \ Willi ollKr* of the 

OTJS of the •diiimTcci.ctl /f/rrurjtf w lie mn ic Inn wny to \^,ni bIictu'u 
iw htancti home oM.rlantl in company mill Cm-ert. \t Haddad 
they licarU that Sir Henry Middleton «na in the Rc<l Sen, whcnflj|Km 
1 ^ ♦ 
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December 18 — 5 Course to Cytor,' an ancient cytty, 
mined, on a hill, but so that it appeares a toombe of woon- 
derfull magnificence Ther standes aboue 100 Churches 
all of Camcd stone, many fayre towers and lanthornes Cutt 
thorough, many Pillars and innumerable houses , but no 
one inhabitant Ther is but one ascent to the hill, it beeing 
precipitious, sloping vp, Cutt out of the Rocke, having 4 
gates in the ascent, before one arriue at the Citty gate, 
which is Magnificent The hill is in compasse at the top 
about 8 Course, and at the S W end a goodly ould Castle 
I lodged by a poore village at the foote of the hill This 
Citty standes in the Country of one Ranna,^ a Prince newly 
subdued by this King or rather bought to Confesse tribute. 
The Citty was woone by Ecbar-sha, father to this MoguII 
Ranna is rightly descended from Poms, that valient Indian 
ouercome by Alexander, soe that I take this Citty to haue 
been one of the ancient seates of Poms , though Dely, 
much farther N , bee reported to haue beene the Cheefest, 
famooues now only in mynes ^ Neere that standes a pillar 


Salbank set out to jom him On the road, however, he learned that 
Middleton was a prisoner in the hands of the Turks, and consequently 
determined to make for Socotra in the hope of finding some English 
shipping there , but he fell into the hands of the Portuguese, who 
carried him by way of Muscat and Ormus to Goa, and so to Lisbon, 
whence he returned to England. In 1613 he went out as cape mer- 
chant in the Expedition (Twelfth Voyage) , and he had now come to 
India for the third time m the fleet ivhich brought out Roe He was 
chiefly employed at Agra, where (as will be seen later) he ran con- 
siderable nsks from the plague epidemic In 1618 he ^vas employed 
as chief merchant in the voyage to the Red Sea, and was agam sent 
thither in the following year He died some time before the end of 
1624, for by January, 1625, his widow had mamed again 

^ Chitor, the ancient capital of Mewdr, 270 miles S W of Agra and 
30 miles N W ofNfmach. After its capture by Akbar in 1568, its 
temples and palaces were dismantled and all symbols of reg^ity 
taken away Udi Sing, the Mewar Rdnd, retreated to Udaipur, and 
founded there a new capitaL 

* Umra Sing, Udi Singe’s grandson He had been reduced to 
submission in 1613-14 by an army imder Pnnce Khurram and 
Mahdbat Kh5n Hawkins mentions him under the title of Raga 
Rahana {The Haivkind Voyages, p 434) 

® This refers, of course, to Firozdb^d (Old Delhi) 
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erected by Alexander the Conqueror with a grickc' 
Inscription.* The Present Moeull and his Ancestors, 
descendants of Tamberhin, hauc brought all the Ancient 
C>'ltjxs to mine, having dispeopled them and forbidden 
reparation, I know not out of what reason \*nlcisc they 
would hauc nothing remembered of greatness beyond 
thejT beginnings, as If thcj*r famel} and the world were 
Cocualls. 

Deetmhtr 19.— -12 Course 
Demnber 2a— 10 
Dccentbrr 21 — 10 Coaru 

December 22 — 9 Ccune At noonc Master Edwardcs 
the Agent mett me, accompanied with the famous 
vna-earied walker Tha Coryatt (who on footc had passed 
most of Europe and Asya, and was Now arriued in 
India, bedng but the beginning of hii purposed trauclls)* 


* “Great* la AirreA*!. ... .. / • v 

natemeni raarcoofidctiUy be traced to Giryai. Tetry(p.8i) 

repeats the itonr ilut Delhi was the sot of K1 bi: Pon^ who wm 
defiated in the orighboorbood br Aleaandex and adds I was told 
bjr Tom Corrate (who took speoal notice of thh place) t^l he, Wng 
la the dty « l>encc, obrerred a very great PDlar of hUible with a 
Creek bscnption upon it, whkh time hath almost quite worn oat, 
erected (as he sopposed) there and then ^ Great Altaander to pre 
•erre the memory of that Camooi victory ■ Purchas, too a p 593) gives 
ateterofCorrat's in which the same sutement is made, except that 
thenar 1$ said to be of brass. , , , * i_ 

The refe ren c e b apparently to one or other of the Cunotis Asota 
tnonoDihs of Delhi One of these, called the GoWen Lit, stands 
amid the rnha of Flrotihid. immetotely to the south of the m^ern 
city having been rem o v ed from its original site at Kblirih^ by 
Shih in ibo middle of the fbnrteenlh century The other brooghl ^ 
the tame monarch f rom hleerut, was placed by him hi the courtyard 
of a httimk xA/Afr (banting-hoosc) which he built on the well-kDOwn 
rUge to the west ot the oty Both formed part of the long series w 
pil&rs erected by Kmg Asoka from Kibul to Orissa, om bw his 
fsnioui Edicts, though to the Flroidbdd pillar was added, in the 
twelfth century a fnrther insenptioo in boooar of Vlsala Dera (see 
Dtiki GmntUtr p aos and Pnaiepb IniiMH AntiqvitUs i, p 
Pinch, an English foctor who was in India some years baore 
Coryat, mentkos the second of these two monuments, and also a 
th^ Asoka pillar at Albhibid {Furtkms Ip. 4371 ^ ^ 

Coryat, the “ Odcombian leg-stretcher * will Deed no introduction 
to the reader Ho appears to have arrived In Ajmcre In June, 
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and some othci Christians residents in Adsmcre I lodged 
in the feilds, Master Kdwaides having sett vp his tents and 
piouided for mee 


1615, Ihuin},' made liis way on fool from Alcpjjo to Aj^ra, and 
them c to the Court Wcarmj^ the rostumc .md bpe.ikmg the 
tonipie of the natnes, he had perfonned hib ten months’ journey at a 
cost of only fifty shdhngs Chronicling Roe’b •irrnal m India, he 
sjic iks of him ab his “dc.ire friend but the amb.issador, who wab 
keenly sensitnc toanjlhmg likely to lower Knghbh prcbtige, bccms 
toha%ebcen little plcabcd to renew their actjuaml.ince m buch ni- 
cumstames He wrote, howevci, good-humouredly enough, to I 01 d 
I’cmbrokc (14th f'chmary, i6i 5-16), of “ 1 horn Coryal wdiom the 
fates hauc sent hither to ease mee, .ind now hues in my house Tic 
came heithcr afoot, hath past by Constantanoplc, Jcrubalem, Hethlem, 
1) imascus, and breefelj' thoiowgh all the Furkes terrilorj', scene cuery 
I’obt and 1‘illar, obsenied cuery lombc, \isitcd the monuments of 
Iroy, Persia, and this kings dominion, all afootc, with most \nweaned 
Icggs, and lb now for Samarcand m 1 art.iry.i to kisse 1 amberlans 
lombc, from thence to Susa, and to Prester Jhon in Elhiopi.i, wher 
he will see the Hill Ainarn, all afoote, and so footc it to Od combe 
H IS notes arc already to great for Porlag^e, some left at Aleppo, some 
at Hispan —enough to make any stationer an aldenn.in that shall but 
seme the Printer with Paper And his exercise here or recreation is 
making or reapeating oiations. Principally of my lady H.irtford” 
Peyton, in Ins Journal, records that Cory.it welcomed Roc to Ajmerc 
in “ a long, eloquent or.ition ” 

In .September, 1616, when the English factory was about to be 
broken up, upon the intended departure of the Mogoil, Cory at left for 
Agra He had first, to Roc’s .annoyance, taken opportunity to .iddicss 
.in oration (m Persian) to the Mogul, who threw him .1 hundred 
riipeis Rrpro\ed b) the .iinb iss,idoi for this .u lion, as lending “to 
till dishonour of our Nation, th.il one of oin (. ounlrey should jirtscnl 
himsclfc m that beggeily .mil pool e f.ish ion to the King, out of an 
msinu.itmg humour, to cr.iue money of him,” Coiyat.answcied (aceoid- 
mgtohis own. account) “ in that stout and resolute manner th.it 
he was contented to cease niblmg .it me ” 

At .1 later d.atc he rejoined the .amb.assador at M.andu, but in so 
we.ak a st.ite of hc.alth th.it one day he fainted in Roe’s presence, and 
w lb with difficulty brought to his senses Refusing an m\ilationto 
remain awhile and rest, he set out for Surat, and m.inaged to rc.ieh 
the English factory there in s.ifcty, though \ cry ill w ilh dysentery 
Hut the hospitality of the factors, who phcdlnm w ith sack, w as too much 
for Ins enfeebled frame, and (says Pcriy) “he o\crlook Death in the 
Month of December, 1617, and was buried under a little Monument 
like one of those are usu.illy in.idc in our Churchyards ” 

Ferry, who w.is for some tune “cither his Ch.imbcr-fellow or tent- 
mate,” records sc\ eral of Coiysat’s s.iyings and doings On one oce.i- 
sion he undertook the task of silencing a bniwlmg laundress, and by 
eight of the morning he h.id so out-t.ilkcd her in her own l.inguagc 
that “she h.id not one wonl more to speak” A more snirtling 
incident oeeiirrcd one d.iy .it the time of evening prayer, when he 
mounted .a high pi. ice and .insw creel the by a proclamation 
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Deamheri ^ — I nmiic d nf AdtmcccLfio Cwru) com 
ming in priuatly irT the cuening bedng not able to aitt vpp 
From Framporc touarH Adamerc, for 6da>cs my course 
\s'as much xscstcrlj or N\V to Compassc the hills, but 
after due North or so that the bearing from one another is 
next hand N by W and S by Tlic distance 209 
CMrsfs which I Judge about 418 Miles english the 
CcHrses beemg longer then tonard the sea. 

Decanbtr 24 3a — I kept my bed and was not able to 
stirr but sent m> cxaiscs to the king 
Dfcanbcr 31 — This night the king impatient of m> 
delay and eager on his presents suspecting I was not so 
ill os I pretended sent a gcntcHmnn with a w>ld hogg to 
mee for a Present, which hcc kylld in hunting and 
Chardged him to see mee so that 1 was forcctl to admitt 
him into ray Chamber wher he saw my wraknes and gauc 
satisfaction to the knng 

JnuuAry i 4, 1615 id. — I began to recoucr and sitt vp, 
Jaatutry 5 — Master Edwanics dcpartcil for SuntL 
JfWHory 6-9. — I prepared to sec the king 1 


ra ibc naitve lontnic ihal Chn»l wn» the true pmptict nml Muhamnwil 
an impwicn- lloilii not been dmt “ihe fcjipliih A-t/r* mu anixcr 
“Ijy regarded n* mail, thU prank might hn>'c na<l aCTHnu runse- 


nrnjg ? cuoally nano}'c<I »beO, upoo h» demrtarc, Koc 

toiTcthcr miih on order for 10/ on the enrum ni Aleppo, 
a teliCT »bcnnn be referral to the ira\-ellcf as “ a \-cry honot poor 
'reich. 


Icllcfi of Con-ai • from liKlta werepol lishcd In 1616 extracts 
Ibem will bo foarkl in I arduu’s first volume (p. 593X where 
«miun Dotes of hh, given to 1 orefans by Roc, nrc also printed. 

* AJmcrc, 330 miles S.\\ of I>clhJ and 48 miles from Jaipur m 
direction, had been a fotnumc abode of Akbor who found 
^TxamniDL residence and a convenient centre forhh ojicinlioni 
Jandngfr had made it hw hcnd-tjtiarteTi dunng the snr 
dal RinA, and bad been there o\'cr two ^rairs at the 

^ J jtoc s ammL Its sltuatioob dcscnlicd as striUDidybcanlifuL 
lu It Is by welkwooded hilb embowering a number of 


THE EMBASSY OF 


io6 


[l6l6 


January lo — fwent to Court at 4 in the euening to the 
Durbar} which is the Place wher the Mogull sitts out 
daylie, to entertayne strangers, to receiue petitions and 
presents, to giue Commandes, to see, and to bee scene 
To digresse a little from my reception, and declare the 
Customes of the Court, will enlighten the future discourse 
The king hath no man but Eunuchs that Comes within 
the lodgings or retynng roomes of his house His weomen 
watch within, and guard him with manly weapons They 
doe Justice on vpon another for offences He comes every 
Morning to a wyndow called the JarmccP- looking into a 
playne before his gate, and showes him selfe to the 
Common People At noone hee returns thither and sitts 
some howers to sec the fight of Eliphants and willd beasts , 
vnder him within a rayle attend the men of rancke , from 
whence hee retiers to sleepe among his woemen At after- 
noone he returnes to the Durbar before mentioned At 8 
after supper he Comes downe to the Gazelcan} a faire Court, 
wher in the middest is a Throune erected of free stone 


^ In Mr Douglas’s Bombay and Western India (i, p 305) is 
given a coloured drawing from an old painting at Jaipur which, in 
the author’s opinion, represents the Emperor Jahdngir giving audience 
to Sir Thomas Roe Such an interpretation, however, appears ex- 
ceedingly doubtful, for the figure pointed out as Roe is not only very 
unlike him in appearance, but occupies quite a subordinate position 
in the picture Moreover, the costume and weapons are native, 
whereas we know' from Terry (p 218) that Roe and his suite wore 
always English dress “ For my Lord Ambassadour and his Com- 
pany, w'e all kept to our English habits, made as light and coole as 
possibly we could have them , His wayters in Red Taffata cloakes, 
guarded with green Taffata, w'liich they alwayes wore when they went 
abroad with him , myself in a long black Cassock ” We must there- 
fore take leave to doubt the correctness of the ascnption, especially 
as no such claim was put forward when the picture was first brought 
to notice m the Journal of Indian Art, No 25 (1889) 

® The JJiaruLhd, or “interview-window,” which Roe describes at 
greater length later The royal headquarters w'cre at the fort, 
now called the Magazine, on the city side of which there is a 
window answ’ering to Roe’s descnption [Rajputana Gazetteer, 11, 
P 123) 

“ Ghuzl-Uidna, “bath-room,” hence “pnvate apartment” (pnvy 
chamber) 
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whcrdn he but some t>Tncs below in a Chayre , to 
which arc none admitted but of qualctyc and few of 
these without Icaue , wher he discourses of nil matters with 
much Affabilitya^Thcr Is noc busincs done with him Con 
ccminp the state, gouerment, disposition of warr or peace, 
but at one of these two last Places wher it Is publiquely 
propounded and rcsolued, and soc rcglstrcd* which If it 
were woorth the Cuno5it>*c might bee scene for two 
shillings but the Common basse people knew as much 
as the Counccll and the Newes cucry day Is the kings 
new resolutions tossed and censured b> cueiy rascalL 
This Course Is vnchangcabic, except sicknes or dnnek 
preuent yt which must be known for as all his Subjects 


\ Compare Terry's accotrat (p. 389) 

Fim, early faj the morning at that very time the Son bejins to 
*ppw above ibe Horuoo, He appears onto hb people In a piace 
tmto one of ottr Ualeom^ made in his booses or Pariltoiisi 
torta menuw appearance, dlre^ opposite to the East, about 
Ofint foot high from the grooTMl j agalnu which time a very 
mnobCT of his people, esp>ecialiy of the preater sort, who desire | 
as tb^ can to appear In hb eye, assemble there together, to 
nan the S^Um or good roornmr crying all ooL as soon at they 
King wuh a lood voice, Fadsim Sa/arwrA ’Which signifies, 
“WO grra / king or 0 ervo/ Ktmr ktalik end life ^ At noon 
rf jT* ■Wfiw place bke the former 00 the Sooth side 

* Irt^ before Son set, m a Ukc place on the West side of his , 
£?*** w Tent hot as soon as the Son forsakes the Hembphear he/ 
^ves h b people, oiHered In and out with Drams and \^de in ^ 
*™'icnU, Md the peoples acclamations. And between seven 
^lune td the clock at night, be shs within bb House or Tent more 
10 a spacious pbcc called bb Ceeta/con. or batbrag bouse, 
^e ^ght like day by abundance of Hghts j and here the lung slti 
TOTOtw open a statdr Throne ; where bis Nobles, and such as are 
^ a tand about hnn i others find admttance tcy but by 
imra from hb Guard, who cause every ooe that enters that 
pw upon them, and if they imagine that any have diimk 

keep him out- 

hin, ®y Lord Amhassadour made bit osoal addresses to 

thhher and it was a good time to do 
Kip? who then was for tbe most part very pleasant, 
iwj th^ who were round him, anoK) contmoed un 

times by drmidog), and then all assembled Imroe- 
'““2' quitted the place, besides those who were hb trusted servants, 
»» by tuna watched hb Pcisocl 

' Sm niodimWl Aim^AHaH I, p, JSJ, 
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are slaues, so is he in a kynd of rcciprocall bondage, for 
he IS tyed to obseruc these howres and Customes so 
precisely that if hee were \nsecnc one day and noc suffi- 
cient reason rendred the people would mutinie , two dayes 
noc reason can excuse, but that he must consent to open 
his doores and bee scene by some to satisfye others ^ On 
Tuesday at the Jarritco he sitts in Judgment, neuer re- 
fusing the poorest mans Complaynt, where hee heares with 
Patience both parts and some tymes sees with too much 
delight in blood the execution done by his Eliphants 
nil met Here sed quid in vt adesses ? - 

At the Durbar I was led light before him, at the enter- 
ance of an outward raylc, where mett mee two Principall 
Noble slaues to conduct mee nearer I had required before 
my going leaue to vse the Customes of my Country, which 
was freely gi anted, soc that I would performe them Punc- 
tually When I entred within the first rayle I made a 
rcuerance , entering in the inward rayle a Nother, and 
when I came vnder the king a theird The Place is a great 
Court, whither resort all sorts of people The king sitts in 
a little Galleiy ouer head , Ambassidors, the great men and 
strangers of qualety within the inmost rayle vnder him, 
raysed from the ground, Couered with Canopyes of veluet 
and silke, vnder foote layd with good Carpetts , the 
Meaner men representing gentry within the first rayle, the 
people without in a base Court, but soc that all may sec 
the king This sitting out hath soc much affinityc with a 
Theatre — the manner of the king in his gallery , The great 
men lifted on a stage as actors , the vulgar below ga/ing 
on — that an easy description will informc of the place and 


' Cp !ier/iur‘s Travels (Constable’s ccln ), pp 265-6 An adinir.iljit 
clcbcnptiun of the Mogul court and syslLin of governintnl will be 
found in Mr Stanley Lanc-l’oolL’s / //t of Aurani^ih 

- 1 his in. ly be freely rendu cd “Doubtless ilu j h.i\e merited their 
Iiunishinenl , but whj sbould you be prestnt 
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fashion The kinp prcucnicd m) dull cntcrprclcr, bidding 
me welcome as to the brother of m> Master I deltuercd 
his Majesties Icllrc translated , and after my Commission 
wheron hce looked Cunousl) , after m> presents which 
were u-ell rccelucd. He asked some questions and with a 
seeming Care of mj health ofTcrlng me his Phlsitions and 
aJuising mcc to keepe m> house till I had rccoucred 
strength and If in the interim I needed an>'thlng I should 
frccl) send to him and oblc>*nc m) dcsiers. He dismissed 
mciMlh more fauourand outward grace (if h> the Chnstians 
I were not flattered) then cuer nai showed to any Ambas 
sador cjlher of the Turkc or Persian or other uhatsocucr' 

Janunry 12. — Hce sent a gentcllman for m) Commission 
toshovk his qucenc the scale, which he kept one night and 
relumed yt with such care that the bnngcr durst not dcHucr 
it but to m> ownc handcs.* 

January 14,—! sent to the Prince Sultan Coronne his 
third sonne by byrth but first In fauour that I determined 
to visitt him not doubting he would vse me with due 
respect for I was enfotmed he was cnem) to all Christians 
and therforc feared some affront He ansivcrcd I should 
be welcome, and rccciuc the same Content I had from his 
lather Hce Is lord of Suratt, our chccfc residence, and his 
fauour important for us. 

January 15 21 — ^These dayes 1 stirred not abroad the 


‘ Some addlUonal dcUili of Roe's pmenUtion wlU be foand in hts 
tetten 00 pp. 1 10 and 1 18. Hb commbsHwi and Klojf James s lelier 
we p^tea ra Appcndi* B. . . . v * 

Thb Inddent (omitled br Parchas) Is slj,mifieinL ProhnUjr Nur 
Mihfl had expressed a doobt wbelbcr Roe were ready a properly 
acoedhed ambassador or (lilee bis predecessors) a mere emissary of 
the merchants. 

It Is scaraly necessary to recall the romantic story of Niir 

known by her Uter tide of Nur Jahin)— her mamatfe to Shir 
Aftam hb ossassinalKm, and her subsecroent ankwj with the craperor 
had already been attracted to ber before her Brst marTbee. At 
this penod her influence orer her husband was so unboonded ih*t she 
P™htjcally mied the empire, and Roe soon foand out the error bo had 
hude ra not seeking to conciliate her and her partisans. 
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king and Prince beeing often a hunting, from whom I 
receiued two wild hoggs, part of their quarry 


To Lord Carew^ 

Asniere, the Court of the Mogull, 

lanuary 17, 1615 [-16] 

My Lord, 

Only for promise, which is an honest debt, I send your Lord- 
ship a loumall till my arnuall at Brampore, a Citie of houses 
made of mudde, where one of the Kings sonnes keepeth his Court 
He is called Perueys I had need to write an Apologie for it, 
there being nothing of worth, nothing memorable, and yet not my 
fault , but I had rather trust your Noblenesse, then trouble you 
with excuses , and so descend to a more vniuersall description of 
the state and customes of the Land 

They haue no ^vntten Law The King by his owne word 
ruleth, and his Gouernours of Prouinces by that authontie 

Once a week he sitteth m lodgement patiently, and giueth 
sentence for cnmes Capitall and Ciuill He is euery mans heire 
when he dyeth, which maketh him nch, and the Countrey so 
euiil budded The great men about him are not borne Noble, 
but Fauountes raised , to whom hee giueth (if it be true) wonder- 
full meanes They are reckoned by Horses , that is to say , 
Coronelb of twelue thousand Horses, which is the greatest (whereof 
are foure, besides his sonnes and wife) so descending to twentie 
Horses Not that any of these are bound to keepe or raise any 
at all , but the King assigneth them so much land as is bound to 
maintaine so many Horses as a rent, each horse at flue and twentie 
pounds sterling by the yeere, which is an incredible Reuenue 
giuen away, so many (that is, almost all but the Ploughmen, 
Artificers, and Tradesmen in Townes) humg vpon it But as 
they die, and must needs gather, so it retumeth to the King like 
Riuers to the sea, both of those he gave to, and of those that haue 
gained by their owne industry But for the most part he leaueth 
the wdowes and children their horses, stuffe, and some other 
stocke, and then putteth them into a Signiory, if the fathers were 
of sixe or seuen thousand horses, perhaps of a thousand or flue 


^ This letter is not in the MS , and consequently is here printed 
from Purchas’s work (1, p 581), where it is" introduced with a note that 
It was found “ amongst Master Hakluyt his Papers ” Purchas 
purposely omits the name of the person to whom it was addressed, but 
that this was Lord Carew is evident from the latter’s reply (see 
of Lord Carew, edited by J Maclean for the Camden Society, p 27) 
Carew also mentions the receipt of a letter from Roe dated at the Cape, 
and another which, together with a further portion of Roe’s journal, 
reached him on the 2bth September, 1617 {Jbtd , pp 27, 122) 
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buodred , tnd 10 Kltcth Ibem to begin ibe world nncw, and ad 
nancft h ibcn tx they dcicnie of him They all rise by presenting 
him, which they ttrke to doc both richly and rarely, some giuing 
a hoedred thoosand pounds in teweU at n time. 

He hath one beloued wife among foure, that wholly gouemeth 
him. He recchied lately a Present from the King of Bisampore,' 
to obtame peace (whose Ambassadour knocked his head three 
times agahm t^ ground) of tlx and ibirtie Elephants, of two 
wboeof the chaines and ^ tackles were of beaten Gold, to the 
weight of foure hundred pounds, two of tnuer of thetame&uhlon, 
the rest of croper, fiftie Horses nchly fomlshcd, and ten Ltdtts 
KARupuu In lewels, great Pcarlcs, and Balasse Robies. Euene 
Lttkt is an bundred thousand RuftAs euery Rupia two shilbngs 
soe pence sterling f to tenne Letka is a MllUon of Rupioi 

Hu Temtone is farre greater then the Persians, and almost 
eqiall if not as great as, the Turkes. His meanes of money, 
1 ^ reuenuc, custome of Presents, and inhenling all mem goods, 
aboue both. Hu Counlrey lyeth U cst to Slnde, and to stretcheth 
to Candahsr and to the hlountaincs of Taurus North to the 
East u Carre as the rtraost parts of Bengala, and the borders of 
Ganges , tnd South to Dosin. It Is two thmuand miles square 
at the least, but bath many pettre Kings within, that are Tnbutanes. 

The true descended heire of Porus, that was oucrcome by 
Alexander called Ranru, is lately conquered, more by compost- 
tioo then force , the King ^ulng rather bought him then wonne 
htm, and hereby no way augmented his Reuenuc, but ghico a 
preat PensKra to him.* Hb Countrey I crossed, betweene this 
Towne of Atmerc and Btamporc, Cetor hamng becne andently 
the duefe Towne, and turdy standing on an hill, itcepc as a 
Eucke, some 6fte»e miles anout, that » all wallrf , the Otk 
*nihin but irilh one ascent, and fine admirable gales in the 
fKent, all ruined and no person dwelling. But tbm stand an 
hundred MmvJktfs,* many Lanteinea, and such reuerend and braue 
Eefiqaes of Imsgeiie and earned wc^es, that few or hardly any 
^hero can be eqoilled. In genemll all the old Odes are beaten 
“^'rae, by what poBde I rnderstand not , but the King seeketh 
tM ruino of any thing not begunne by hfa Ancestors, so that all 
^ Land hath not an boose fit for a Cottager, but In such Cities 


BQ^por Roe evidently had thb aaswot from Corymt, who was 
»a erwrltoest, and describcf the reception of the embassy fa a letter 
“J^dUidiaeliQai, 1615 (/’sen&lar, I, p. 595). He speaks of ihktyHJoe 
«^ams, and t*ys the was worth “lenof tbew Lodees, 

•»jt^ can them. 

hy AreSL"*^ ^ shillings, socne two shillings three pence."— Note 

* 

Hindu temples, be should say not masques. 
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as hee fauoureth Surat is best builded of any , and in old time 
they m these parts made mightie workes, which euery day decay 
At Surat there is a Tanke for water of free-stone, in a polygon 
forme, of aboue an hundred sides, euery side eight and twenty 
yards , it hath staires on euery side for men to descend, and many 
stopes [slopes ?] for horses It is a wonderous worke, both for the 
hugeness and for the braue building ^ 

I haue now on the Court to touch, and mine entertainment 
The King neuer vsed any Ambassadour with so much respect , 
without any dispute giumg mee leaue to vse mine owne customes, 
not requiring that of me, which he vseth of the Persian He 
presented [preuented?] me \\ith a welcome before I spake, and 
said the King and he were brothers, with many other courteous 
words I hauing bin sicke, he offered me Physitians He 
tooke the Presents in good part, and was so fond of the Coach, 
that at night m his Court he got into it, and made two or three 
of my men draw him a little in it He is very affable, and of 
a cheerefull countenance, without pride Three times a day 
hee sitteth out in three plates once, to see his Elephants and 
beasts fight, about noone , after, from foure to fiue or sixe, to 
entertaine all that visit him , at night, from nine till mid night, 
with all his great men, but none else, where he is below with 
them, in all familiantie I visited him m the second of these, 
where I found him in a Court, set aboue like a King in a Play, 
and all his Nobles and my selfe below on a stage couered with 
carpets— a lUSt Theater , with no great state, but the Canopies 
ouer his head, and two standing on the heads of two wooden 
Elephants, to beat away flies Ihey weare nothing but Calicoes, 
but are euer attendant 

The great men nde in Trames, some two hundred, some fiue 
hundred, Foot-men following them, and foure or fiue Banners 
earned before them, and an hundred or two hundred Horses 
after them This is all their pnde They keepe their Horses 
most delicately, fed w ith Butter- and Sugar , and though they 
be not very great, yet they are of delicate shape, both of Persia, 
Arabs, and of this Land 

I haue one Obseruation more to make of the falsenesse of 
our maps, both of Mercator and all others, and their ignorance in 
this Countrey First, the famous Riuer Indus doth not emptie 
himselfe into the Sea at Cambaya as his chiefe mouth, but at 


^ The celebrated Go|3i-t.il lo, or CtO]ii-pond, so called fioni the name 
of the person .it whose expense it was formed It has long been dry, 
and IS now used as a garden A full description of it wall be found in 
The Travels of Della Valle^ i, p 33 (Haklujt Soc ed ), see .also Prytr, 
Mandelslo, Hamilton, and the Surat Gazetteer (p 312) 

- Ghi (see Blochmann’s Ani-t-Akbari, 1, p 134) 
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Smde.* Mjr reason Is Labor stands vpon Indus, from whence 
to Smde it is nautgablc, to Cambap not so. Labor in the ma]ts 
U abo wisely set downe, it lying North from Surat abouc a 
thousand mlks. The Citie where the Kirtgs ordinanc residence 
b, Agra, not described at all but it standclh North North-east 
from hurar on a Riuer that fats into ( anges Dot the King now 
resideth m a base old Gtic, wherein it no house but of mudde, 
not lo great os a Cottage on Howmio-hcath , only hiroselfe hath 
one of stone. Ilts Ijords hue in Icntt, and I haue suddenly 
built lo my mudde wait, \-non canes, a doo^en thatched roomes. 
This Townc is short of Agra ten dales k>arney, two hundred 
miles, whkh itandeth from hcincc North North-east. This place 
is from Uramport North foure hundred and fiftie miles , Urara 
port from Sum East abouc two hundred miles. The latitude 
necre fiue and twentle degrees.* 

Thus, my Lord, I haue said lome-what, but to little purpose. 
I forget not some Bookes for you but I^cad-stones hwe are 
none. They are in the farre Last Counlncs Neither is there 
any correspondence with China.* To Pcnia, and so to Aleppo, 
there goe carauans , to Cathap none. 

Hecrc is no r>ewes bat of Fcrux The King Iwth uken away 
water and rdiefc from Ormus, and banished the Portugals hts 
Temtories.^ He hath lately oucr runne the poorc Georgians with 
fire and fwofd and, bcirtg of an vnquiet nature, intendeth the 
compest of the Vxbiques,* a Nation between Saroarchand and 
wbch he aymes at He lately strucke off his sonnes head 
owne hand.* Hec is (auoured and feared of the Mogoll, 
M being Lord of the more warlike Nation , for these are more 
then halfe Brama/ies, whose Kellgion b not to kill a Louse byting 
Mogolli are on cffcmlnale people. So that the 
•Turke the last )‘ecre sending on Amliossage lo entreale him not 
to assiit the Persian, hee gaue him very har^h entertainment, 
hhn Salem to the ground , and, as soone as he was db 
™*s^ *001 the Persian Leekts of Rtfias 

, ^ I* glad to doe your Lordship seroice in England for 
^ a the dnlleit, basest place that eucr I saw and makclh me 
of speaking of IL Tbercforc If you be also weary of read- 


tWIa Voile pomti out the same error 
1 ^^ H‘^oyt Soc. cd. I p.63) ^ 

fft utstanca should be Agra to Ahnerc, 237 miles AJmere 

an mJei ( and Harhiapar to Samt (see note on p. 89), 

j tatimde of Ajmerc is 36 27 10 N 

« 97 < Seep. 129. ‘ The Urbeg Tartar*, 

the p n.,? Mfnn, the Shah’s eldest son. When Jabingfr recei\-ed 
act. described laterX be inquired the reason for this 

htrr, ti.!j ^™*“dor excused it on the urotnid that unless he had 
(see the prince would certainly hnvc slain hli fiitber 

J 3 
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ing, I am glad I shall desire your Lordship to let Master 
Hack^\elU reade the lournall , for I promised him one^but I had 
not leasure to wnte it 

And so, with all respect and little Ceremome, I hope to retume 
to doe you better seruices In the meane time to hue a miserable 
life, though with abundance and state enough , yet I want the 
conuersation and presence of those fnends I loue and honour 
In which number your Lordship hath made me presume to 
esteeme you, and to account my selfe 

Your Lordships humble fnend, to doe you seruice, 

Thomas Roe 

January 22 — I visited the Prince, who at 9 in the 
Morning sitts out in the same manner as his father, to 
dispatch his busines and to be seene of his followers He 
IS Proud Naturally, and I feard my entertaynment But 
on some occasion he not resoluing to come out, when he 
heard of my arriuall, sent a Pnncipall Officer to meete 
mee, who conducted mce into a good Roome (neuer before 
done to any), and entertaynmg me wuth discourse of our 
own bussmes halfe an hower vntill the Prince was ready , 
who came abroad on purpose and vsed me better then his 
promise. I deliuered him a Present, such as I had, but 
not in the name of his Majestie, it beeing too meane , but 
excused it that the king could not take knowledge of his 
beeing lord of Suratt so lately conferred on him, but 
hereafter I doubted not his Majestic would send to him 
according to his woorth this was the respect of the 
Merchants, who humbly recommended themselues to his 
fauour and protection He receiued all in very good 
part , and after opening of some greauances and Iniuries 
suffered at Suratt by vs from his Gouemors, of which, for 
respect to him, I had forborne to Complayne to the king 
off. He promised mee speedy and effectuall Justice, and 
to confirme our securytye by any propositions I should 


^ William HakewillXiS74-i655), the legal antiquary Carew {Letters 
to Roe, pp 106, 107) refers to him as “ your olid acquayntance 
Mr Hackwell, the lawyer,” and mentions his having irarried a niece 
of Bacon. 
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ofTer to be fRnonint of an)'th{n;; but 

what bee had rccctued bj Asaph CInn* dchucrcd b> ince 
especially of an) Command to dismissc us* tthich the 
Goucfnor had faUI) Cojmed and for which he should 
dear!) answer Soe he dismissed mce full of hojic to 
rcctif)^ the dcca)*ed estate of our reputation with promise 
of a firmatn for Suralt cfTcctuall) 

January 24, — I w'cnl to the Durhtr to s'isill the Kinj, 
who seeing mcc afarr off bcckncd with his hand gluing 
signe I should not sU)^ the Cerimon) of Asling luiuc 
but Come vp to him where hec appo)*nted me a place 
aboue all other men which t after thought fill to mayn 
ta)!!^* I gaue him a small present* it bedng the Cus 
tome when any bod) hath buslncs to giue somewhat and 
those that cannot come ncarc to speaLc send In or hould 
up thdr gulfl, which hec ccccpts, bee it but a myte and 
demands thdr busslnci. The same course hee held with 


' Mlrta Atm] Haun, belter Uiomw \fj hi» iiile of iuf khJn. He 
mVJ a stroo^ posiilon at cocrt,as son of the pnme minlktcr elder 
brosher of Nor it&kil, and CathW of 1 rifice khurroro twounie »ifc, 
Motnili ilahiL WTiew the jmnee came 10 the ibionc as Shih Jnlutn, 
Ataf Khin was adraoerd to high digniim { and he died (Nmcnilicr 
l^t) Jo po*t«vlon of wealth. HH eldest son ms Mub^ta 
Miln, *h<i, as CoTcmor of Ikogat came Into collision with the 
Enphih setilen at 

• See pp 74. 79. After Hoc s depanore the Gm emor had forced the 
f*cneTal and others lo Kut on undcrullog in wniing “foe clcann;, 
the Cnntry after the eaplraii(m of one yeare in come sa)-eing it wa* 
w ipcat Mogolls picastrre to be soe onlred j yen nut an)-c m>ts 

Ti free trade, but enloyoed rs not to mnUc any rcshicncc 
w looget then our shipps ncrc ihcarc ( 1 ‘cyions Journal, 

. * "The exact position of each ditniltary was tnmotclT regulated 
(See^fW/f«,lf/ I, p. iCoJ. 

* A“clock and two other trifles" (/^//cr to E I i,* January 35 
tots to t reproduced h> part at |i. 1 18J 

, of the presents giren to the Mogul li> Hoc from tin c t > 
tunc has been tracetl In aficr )cars. Mr kccnc. In 1874 cxhlliftol 
. .Ardueologicml Soacty of Agra an hjiylish finLiat sraiih, 
**ij ” ® ^ there, which from Its dale (1614) lie 

considered was probabl) one of the novelties bmo^ht b) Roc for the 
emperor j but ihb though not StniMMtbk, is ool> a conjecture. 
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mee. Having looked Curiously and asked many ques- 
tions of my present, he demanded what I required of him 
I answered Justice That, on the assurance of his Majes- 
ties Ftrtncien sent into England, the king my Master had 
not only giuen leaue to many of his subjects to come a 
dangerous voyadge with their goodes, but had sent mee to 
Congratulate the amytye so happely begunne betweene two 
soe mighty Nations, and to Confirme the same But that 
I found the English seated at Amadauas ^ enjured by the 
Gouemor m their Persons and goodes, fined, exacted upon, 
& kept cis prisoners that at euerie Towne new Customes 
were taken of our goodes passing to the Port, contrarie to 
all Justice and the former Articles of trade ^ To which 
hee answered hee was sorry , it should be amended , and 
presently gaue order for two firmanes very effectually 
according to my desire to be signed, one to the Gouernor 
of Amadavaz to restore mony exacted from Master 
Kerndge,® and to vse the English with all fauour The 


^ Ahmaddbdd 

2 Roe had consulted Asaf Khdn, A\ho had “encouraged him to 
complayne,” that particular city “ beeing absolute under the 
King ” 

^ Thomas Kemdge, who in the following month (February i8, i6i6) 
was chosen agent at Surat in succession to Aldworth He had gone 
out ivith Best in 1612, and had spent some time at the Mogul court 
after the death of Canning On Edwards’ amval, Kemdge moved 
down to Ahmaddbdd to provide mdigo for the lading of the fleet 
His letters from that aty, and later from Surat, will be found m 
Bnt Mus Addl MS 9366 As will be seen, his imperious temper 
led to much friction between him and Roe, and though the latter 
acknowledged his opponent to be “ quick and sufficient," he held that 
he had “ too much heate and opinion of abilitye ” 

Kemdge was back in England by June, 1622, but in January, 1624, 
he was reappointed agent at Surat He reached his post in October, 
and remained until 1628 After his return he was elected a “ Com- 
mittee” of the Company, and served almost continually till 1648 
In 1646 he was nominated for the post of Deputy-Governor, but 
was not elected In 1654-55 he took part in the management of the 
United Joint Stock , and this is the last trace we have of him 
The wrongs conjiplained of in the text are detailed in Kerridgc’s 
letters mentioned above At Ahmaddbdd, a dispute with a native 
merchant over some indigo led to their broker being beaten and 
imprisoned Kemdge himself was beaten , and in addition w'as 
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othcf to all CuMomcs rctjulrtd on an> prtlcncc on 

the Of If an> ha«l bccnc taken to repa) it , of hU 
ownc accfml ^i^hlnp met that if the« pane not tpeed) 
rctnedj I ^hooUl tenew m> CompUynl Bpaln\l the 
obc>ow and hcc should be >ent for to an were there 
And foe hec met. 

J&nkary "*5 jo— I Made m) dltpatchcn for hnfland 
and ^krtrtc eamwtl) to the factor) at Surall for a Parti 
culir of the Gouemnri debt* exaction* and Iniur)^:*** 
and solicited the Promlied of *rhich the Prince 

sent b) hU ofTicef* one for Suiait but withall Article* 
for mec to iipnc \tt) <It*honofable wherm amonp othen 
it WAS ret]ultcd that I should firme a 1 eace and wfe 
Conduct to the Pofiupallc* ahlppo* and fnpott* to Come 
*afcl) to Suratt without an) accord promltc or Counter 
*ccuf)i)'c of Peace on their Parte* which 1 viicrl) refused 
but made ofTcr that for the Prince* sake I wa* Content to 
fpue the Vicero) of Goa 6 Monlhci libert) to enter Into 
Icaupe and to open the Pmte* Put the present writlnp 
rcqalml to be sealed wherb) besj^des the folly and 
dishonor lhe> mipht vndcr couUor of Freridshlp hauc rode 
amoTtpc our flectc with boate* laden with fire n-oorkes to 
hauc taken aduantape. So a* 1 absolulcl) rejected the 
Motion, I was answeted ! should then hauc no firmnm 
for Suratt Soc It rested two da)*^^ I supposlngc ll»e 
fault onij in the Prince* ofneer*, sent to Asaph Chan to 
compla)*nc of the xmoquallo demanded of Sultan Carronne 
and that thcy7marn promised bceinp sealed was detejmed 
from mec, Conirarjx to all the Prinnees faire woordc* nnd 


preiMt that he had defrauded the ^.'ovemof of the eiiatc 
w^iQirorth, who wTn aUej^ed to have died In the town and to have 
ly the Fn^Usb to escape the coofiKaibn of hh 
\\l»en the hncltth mnchandiie wai ready to sum for Surat 
^ eo'emoT demandetTfour per cenL duty ihoogh at U>t he accepted 
ooe tod a half per cent, and a bribe of a naodred rupees. 

' Tbl« bad been aikcd for by the Prince at the Ute InierTicw 
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hts ownc assurances of the lustice ; but jnsteed of releefe 
I found Asaph Chan the author of this deuice and an 
earnest disputer for the reasonablenes therof, and soe 
returned me a round answer, that vnlesse I would signe 
the one I should not haue the other This awaked me I 
saw now the faction, but was irresolute what to doe 
Asaph Chan was a broken reede , the Prince gouerned by 
him , the King was my only refuge, from whom I was 
sure of lustice if I Complaynd, but I feard I should drawe 
\pon me the hate of Normall the beloued queene. Ante to 
Sultan corrons wife, sister of Asaph Chan, whose daughter 
the Prince married, and all that Powerful 1 faction, against 
whom, though I might once preuayle, yet the aduantage of 
tyme, language, and oportunitye, the Power of a wife, a 
sonne, and a fauorite, would produce reuenge Soe that 1 
resolued to tcmpori7e, and to see if I could remoue Asaph 
Chan from his opinion, and then all would follow , if not, 
to take a desperate remedy, when I saw all other wayes 
were desperat 

To THE East India Company 

(I O Records O C, No 335 ^ 

Adsmere, 25 Januarj', 1615 [-16] 

By the loth of January I recouered so much strength as 
to sitt on a horse , and, having demanded leaue, presented myself 
to tlie King After many Complements, I vsd some woordes 

to him, deliuenng his Majesties lettre and showng my Commis- 
sion, the Coppy wherof (I meane the lettre) I then alsoe deliuered 
m Persian , after that, your presents He sitting m his 

state could not well descerne the Coach, but sent many to see yt, 
and Caused the Musitian to play on the Virginalls there, which 
gaue him good Content ^ At night, hee having stajd the 

^ There is a copy of this letter in Addl MS 6115, f 70, and it has 
been printed (m part) in Churchill’s Collection, vol 1 The necessity 
of economising space has led to the omission^ in this and the succeeding 
letters, of particulars already related in the journal, etc. 

Of the coach and coachman, see the entry under Nov 2, 1616 
The musician was a Thomas Armstrong The Mogul soon got tired 
of him, and dismissed him with a present of 96 rupees With this he 
made his way down to Surat, and tnere obtained permission to embark 
m Pcpwcll’s fleet for Bantam {O C, Nos 423 and 445) 
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Coachman and hftmtbn, he came downc into a Court, gott into 
the Coach, into cucry Comer ar>d cat«d it to be dmwnc about 
by them. Then he sent to me, though 10 a dock at night, fora 
teroanl to tyc on hw »carfc and two^d the cngHsh (ajhton, in 
whfch he looke 10 great pryde that he marched vp ar>d downc, 
dnweing yt and flourishing and «ncc hath neucr bcene *ceno 
wrthout yt. So that incorvclution he accepted >‘our presents well , 
but aAcr the English were come away he asked the lesnyte 
whether the king of England were n great kyng that tent presents 
of so small talcwe, and that he looked for some Icwdls. To this 
purpose was I often fdi by some, before 1 sawc him, whither I 
had broocht lewdU or no. Hut raretyes plcasf as wdl, and if 
you were fomished yearly from hranefor^ wher are all knacks and 
new demsei, 100 // would goe farther then 500 It lard out In 
England, and here better acceptable Thcr Is nothing 

more welcome here, rKW cuer saw I man soc enamord of dnneke 
IS both the Kir^ and Pnnee ore of redd w)'ne, wherof the 
Goueinor of Suratt sent Tp some pottle. Euer since, the Kyng 
hath soHidted for more. I tbirKk 4 or 5 handsome cases of that 
^yne wilbe more welcome than the richest lewell m Cheapesyde. 
Pictures, lardge, on doth, the frames in petces but they must bo 
good, and for raryctye some storr with many faces, for single to 
the life hath beene more nualL If the Qoeene must be peesentud 
(which I wiU not tduUe loo and doc purpose, as well out of 
o^cessytyc as ludOTcnt. to breake thu Custome of daylyc bribing) 
fine needle woorke toyes, fayre bone bee, cmtwofke, and some 
handsome wrought wastcote, sweetbagges or Cabinetu, wilbe 
roost Convenient 1 would add any falre China Betoeeds, 

or caWnctes or truncks of Japan arc here nchpresenlcs. Lately 
the King of Blsarapore sent hfa Ambacador with 36 Hcphanlcs, 
two with all ibdr chaines of wrought beaten gould, s of tfluer the 
rest Brasse, and 40 nch furnished horses, with Icwells to the 
ealew of 10 /rob of rupxa yet withall he sent China ware and 
one figure of chnstall, which the Kmg accepted more then that 
roasse of wealth.* 

fhb pbee b dlher made, or of itselfe mfitt for an 
ro nh a m dor* I speak against myselli but I will enforme truth, 


* were Roe’s own property substituted by him for some 

^arte cloth which he jodL'ca unfit to be preseoled. The sword, says 
^>»i™nklnalettertoiheCoTnpQny((7 C,No.s68), **dtd yeeld s\-ch 
tripawng Content vnto him that for a month or more scarce did ho 
t-OTO to any prbhqve shewe without the sward hard by hun. 

J Seep. HI 

Roe was already nnxkras to returiL Writing to Smythe {AddI 
u L 69) this time, he beeged him to arrange for hb retom 

® l°’7 or 1618, “ this Contry neythw proralsuig profitt dot agreeing 
iny disposhiotj of royod or body I bane had screo 

Aguei [and] two fensn since my beelng at Bramport. 
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For though they vnderstand the qualetye, yet they haue much 
adoe to vnderstand the pnuiledges which that qualetye with vs 
doth require, the rather because they haue euer beene sought too 
humbly and they expect as much of mee 

To THE Kings Majestie 

{Addl MS 6115, f 76) 

29 January, 1615 [-16] 

May it please your Majestie, 

1 hat I haue the Honor to be calld your Majesties Ambas- 
sador me thinckes requires out of the nature of the Place, at least 
embouldens mee, to send your Majestie these humble lines, 
otherwise the importance of what I can wnte is not woorth one 
the least pause or interruption of your maiesties higher medita- 
tions To relate the Customes of this Cuntry, the state of the 
Court or their gouerment, were fitter to beguile the weannes of 
the way (like a tale) at your Majesties stirrop then for a discourse 
in earnest Fame hath done much for the Glory of this place 
Yet It cannot be denyed that this King is one of the mightyest 
Princes in Asia, as well in extent of temtory as in revenew , equall 
to the Turke, far exceeding the Persian But the Gouerment so 
vncertayne, without wntten law, without Pohcye, the Customes 
mingled with barbarisme, religions infinite, the buildings of mudd 
(except the Kings houses and some few others) that eauen this 
greatnes and wealth that I admired in England (reseruing due 
reuerence to the Persons of Kyngs) is here, wher I see yt, almost 
contemptible, and turnes myne eyes with infinite longings to see 
your Maiesties face and happines ^ 

The trade here will doubtlesse in tyme bee very profitable for 
your Maiesties Kingdomes, and may vent much cloth , but as 
yet our condition and vsadge is so bad (notwithstandinge fayre 
woordes) that v\ ill require much patience to suffer, much Industry 
to sett vpnght 

1 hey feare the Portugall, they feare vs, and between both patch 
vp a frendship , but in hart (if we were of force) more vnsound to 
them then vs 

The Portugall professing here himselfe enemy to your Maies- 
ties subiecls, speaking vnreverently and falsly of your Maiesties 
estate and greatnes with many bragging insolencyes, having twice 
v\ith a great Armado assaulted vs and by Gods assistance repulst, 
and beeing twice well beaten, hath so lessened his reputation 
(which was his strength) that his vtter ruyne were an easy woorke 
1 he Dutch hath planted below Goa, the seat of the viceroy, 
and beaten him in late sea fights, and dayly wynns ground vpon 
hi/fi, and our trade hath soe deininished his returns that not halfe 


* The description of Roc’s reception is omitted, as it contains 
nothing fresh 
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the Gallicmt that were vtxuHy laden in these parts arc sett out 
and those doc little more then defra) chardge. 

The King of I’enla hath distressed Ormus that the PortogalU 
are rttyred to the Castle, whM:h Is In great want, all relcafe irom 
the rruyne becing uVen away and the rciiden in his whole 
dominion fof that nation) banishM.* Doubtlesie hec would putt 
U into the Wids of the English, for hts wont of shipping 

They are in all this quarter m theyr wane, ar>d might, while 
they are swimming for life casHy be luncke a matter of great 
consequence, as well to abate their Pndc of the Spanish empire 
as to Cotl off one master s'ayne of their wealth. And It hath becne 
obsenied ma/Mmewun when ony klngdomc having risen suddenly 
to an vnwildy hdght, that one eminent limme, fihe a Pinnacle of 
a tower hath fall« off, 

If your Majestic were pleased to grant by your gralioits commis- 
sions leaue for the East Indya Compan) 10 assault as well as 
defend only* (It bedng the nobler part of a wair to which we arc 
bound- whensoeuer the enemy fa stronge) It would strike such a 
terror and glue such reputation 10 our cause as would almost 
decide the contention for this trade at once, and Mopp theyr 
rooQihcs from bragging that, foroffendmg the King of Spiyne, we 
dare not amylc, only we defend ourscues, which cucry Imlng 
would doe.* 

Doubdog much ewUmarion hath come to your MajesUca 
cares that the Company tntAsports great lummes, aboue ihdr 
licenoe, to doe your Ma}estlc sertucc by enformiDg truth if It had 
beene so, or to free them If falsly accused, I haue searched 
the mroke of cuery ship and do dchuer it, on that creditt which 
I had rather dye then abuse to your Majestic, that this fleete had 
4357* ro^ls sterling mony (somwhal about loooo/),-' 
bedng not a iheird of the Ooth and other goodc*. 

The Persian Kyng hath lately with fire and swoord wasted and 
subdued the poore free Georgian Christians, and with his owne 
Arroc ttrooke off hli eldett sonnes head. Reuenge U like to 
mikiw the Turkc preparing to enter bis CounUy with terrible 
ht^Htye by the way of Bag^tU 

If your MajesUe but pardon my presumption and errors, which 


J Se*p. IJ9. 

, , Roc's conunisilon in Appeodbt It, which foUowed dosely ia 
respect tbt royal cotnmlssloDS famed to the ctBoroandera of the 
I fleets. > Cp. p 99. 

The outcry apunit the Company’s exportation of coin is fiuuUiar 
to ftudttti of scTcntecatb-century econonnea. Uy thdr current 
b^kl might be exported in each fleet, to be repUced 

^ ^ Importation of an equal amount within six months of the 
^ •hips. In a subsequent grant (nth JtUy, 1616) the rate 
a^ntch the pieceof eight nafa was to be reckoned for thfa purpose was 
“red at four shtlliafs {Pint of iJu East ludin Co p. 489). 
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will vanish before the bnghtnes of your wisdoftie, I am acquitted 
of the fault, because I haue spoken with sincerity, though perhaps 
without Judgment 

I humbly desire your Majestic to beleefe I would despise loo 
lifes to your humble seruice, which seeing my Pilgrimage inter- 
rupts, I ^vill in my dayly vowes and meditations to Almighty God 
supplicat a long, glonous and happy raygne among your subjects, 
and that, having fullfild much tyme, you may reigne for euer in 
the Kingdom of Etemitye 

Your Majesties most loyall subject 
and humble seruant, 

Tho Roe 

To THE Lord Bishop of Canterbury^ 

{Add/ MS 6115, f 74) 

Adsmere, 29 January, 1615 [-16] 

May It please your Grace, 

Places fair remote, having somwhat of woonder m the distance, 
cause much expectation in themselues of strange matter among the 
vulgar, such as I supposing they should haue subject of woorthy 
and lardge discourse But these are vnlike the Starres, that seeme 
lesse the farther off Heere the remotenes is the greatnes, and 
to mainteyne the ancyent pnueledge of trauellers, they haue beene 
so farre Alchymists as Multiplication, some ground, some spintt, 
to quicken the body of their monstrous relations 

\^er I shall begin, what I shall say woorthy one of your 
Graces vacancyes from great Affayres, 1 know noL To vndertake 
a Cosmographicall description were a labor not vnwoorthy of tjane, 
but not proportionall to a lettre , Ortelius, Mercator, Atlas, nor 
any vnderstanding any truth herein Yet for the maynnes of the 
error, I will obserue that the famous nuer Indus doth not powre 
himselfe into the Sea by the bay of Cambaya, but far westward, 
at Sindu ^ For from Labor, standing a thousand myle North, 
into the Mayne vpon Indus, it is nauigable to Syndu , to Cambaya 
not, but certayne bye-streames begotten by the seasons of rayne 


^ Pnnted by Purchas m his first volume, p 582, but w'lth an incor- 
rect date (27th Jan ), and without any indication of the person to 
whom It was addressed Much of it has been omitted here, as repeat- 
ing what has already been said m the letters to Carew and others 
Abbot’s reply, dated 20th Jan, 161^17, is among the State Papers 
at the Record Office It w ill be remembered th,it the Archbishop was 
brother to Sir Maunce Abbot, the Deputy-Governor of the Company 
and a friend of Roe 

2 Diul-Sind,or LIrfbandar, at the mouth of the Indus, on its E side 
The original seaport of the delta was Debal or Dew al, which is believ cd 
to have stood upon or near the site of modem Karachi This was 
reduced to ruins by a Muhammadan invasion, and another town, bearing 



MR TIIOMAS ROE. 


123 


1616] 

make mtghlie JnmdalKms which hauc cherished the error AH 
the rot ts os false both in bearing distance, longitode and latitude 
as that, but the correction hcerc irtcomprchennblc. The true 
latitude of this f^cc hoe and twentie dqpees and a halfe.* 

A docnption of the bnd customes, and manrren, with other 
accidents, are filter for wynter nightes. They arc cyther ordinary 
or mlngM with much barUarisme. 

Lawes they baoc norw written. The Kynga judgment byndes, 
^\^lO fitts and giucs sentence wiih much patience, once weakly, 
both in Capitall and Cnmlnatt causes wher sometymes he sees the 
execution done by his Eliphants, with two much delight in blood. 

Hfa Goo ti n ofS of Prouinccs rule bf his firmana whkh is a 
breefe leUre authoruing them. They take life and goodes at 
pleasure. 

Miny rchgtons, and in them rtuny Sects, Moertt or Mahumtans 
sdhenng to Aly* (such is the King) Banxant or Pitka^onanj 
for the tranimigrallon (and therefore will not kyll the Vennyne 


t he sa me aame, was bnUt on a spot farther to the east (M Mordo, in 
Jeurntl i, p. vA To the 1 ortogucse this became known as 

Ihtrf-Sbd, if the Dtul of Sind, to dhtmitubh It from their other 
seltlement of Dh in Mthliwdr The English, who first heard of it 
u 1612 ty, called h sometmves Dbkslodc or Sindee, but more often 
Lowriboader or some other variant of the usual aailrt name. 
M the port ofTatu, Lirfhandarwas in KoeS time a place of consider 
able true but changes in the lodos delta reduced it gradaaJly to 
“Ujfaificaace, aod now es-en Us site H doubtful 
The identification of UHil Sind with Liribandar has been ditpoled 
{t-Fn in Major Raren/s learned and s'aloable articles on 7 %/ AlOtrtin 
*J Jftmtft ffOtt tltmeal Asimtic Soeutf.'tfA.hx pt I and 

Na) um, apart from the uct that Stdi All Kapodan (quoted 
™ /Wsw /aiww, p. X47) ideslifies DmI with Labon (which a 
•®oy Ldrfbandar), It seems impossible that there could hare been at 
same time two chiet at the mouth of the Indus, each serving as 
toe seaport oTTatta, and each cootalnlng a I'ortuguese factory The 
^ at which Shericy landed in i6i j U twled Diulcsinde by Peyton, 
^ “sster of the ship that earned him out ; yet we find Kerridjfo 
jrUinf (Z/rtm Rntivtd^ iL p. 106) that the ambassador had landed at 
*J*®«haDder the port of Sinda j* and Wthlnplnn {Rurtkta I, p. 483) 
o ydro mours at the same thoc that Envllsh ships had amveil at 
Lowri baoder the Port Towne of Goto Negar Tutta." EvWentlT 
i/f^knew nothing of a second seaport In the same dktnct, for both 
« w uit (rfPoftnvuesc factories ana hU map of the Indos {^AddL 
*^19x7*) Dhil Sind alone fig^nres and m all the early English 
■™Mts (so far as is known) rmcrcnce is made oolyto the one or the 
oerer to both. It win be seen that only ooe ^inl) b shown on 
w^map. * See note on p. II j. 

J-. the Mohamnuulans who upheld the chums ol Alf and hts 
2 *®™aau tobe the tree succetsors to the CaHphate. The Moguls, 
Wonged to the Sonnt sect, wbkfa opposed thb viw The 
“"Ofiem in the text rwaiding Tahdngfr must not be pressed beyond 

* BWeral refetwnce to bTs het^oxy 
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that bytes them) who often buy many dayes respite m charety 
from kylhng any flesh at all, m such a Proumce or Cytty, 
Gentills of sundry Idolatr}'es, theyr Wiues adorning the Pyle, and 
entring the funerall fyres with great ]0y and Honor 

All the polycye of his state is to keepe the greatest about him, 
or to pay them afarre off liberally No counsell, but euery Officer 
ans\\ers to the King apart his duty 

He is of Countenance Cheerfull, and not proud in nature, but 
by habitt and Custome , for at nights he is veary affable, and full 
Of gentle conversation 

Neuer were such oportunytyes to dischardge the Portugall 
from all these Coastes We haue now twice beaten a 

great Arviado with few shipps, an Armado that was appoynted 
por cnstigar los hereticos Ingleses (the voords of one Father to 
another), and after to punish the Mogull for enterteyning vs, 
so that he hath lost more in reputation (which was his strength) 
then in substance But if his Majestie would condescend that 
i\ee should assault them, as they doe vs, it would vtterly breake 
them, It beeing both the Nobler and safer part of a Warr (to 
which wee are subject at theyr pleasurs) then to defend always 
Besides, they make this vse in reports of vs, that the King of 
England is so afrayd of the King of Portugall, that he dares not 
warrant an assault, but only to defend What they say of the 
K) ng and our Nation is so slanderous, that Peritt sua mole 
Further East, the Dutch hath taken many townes, and Playes 
the mole better then he, and hath beaten him in many Sea 
Conflicts He is declining on all sydes, and a little weyght on 
his head now lajd would sincke him It is a matter of great 
consequence for future tymes , and, though I haue no hope, I 
projiound yt to jour Grace to make what vse seemes best to 
your wisedome I haue reward enough if I haue pardon for my 
talketiuenes, but it is obedience to your Grace, and not presump- 
tion, whose wisedome and sinceryty I did euer Honor, to whom 
I shalbe happy to be tyed 

In all humble seruices, 

Tho Roe 

Jannm j/ 31 — Hojay Nassan, the New designed Gouernor 
of Suratt,^ came to \isitt mee and to excuse him selfe of 

* Khoja Ndsar had been governor some time before, and was well 
acquainted with all that had taken place there regarding the English 
Hib appointment in supersession of Zulfikdr Khdn was mentioned 111 
Roe’s letter to the Company of the 25th of Januarj', also his overtures 
to the ambassador “he was our ould enemy and feares my oposi- 
tion ” "the interview here referred to is thus described by Roe m a 
subsequent letter, dated Februarj 24, 1615-16 — “In my last I 
aduised you of the small hope wee might conceiue of Hoyja Nassan, 
the new farmer, rather then Gouernor, of Suratt by some discourse 
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an accusation made to me against him with uhom for his 
manifould protestations I contracted a frendship. 

Fcbntarj I — Seeing noe cfTcct In the kings promise for 
Aroadauai and the rubbes geuen In that of Suntt, I v.'cnt 
to vWtt Asaph who recclucd me vnmannerlyc. 

Bnt ray busine* closed mjne that I entred Into 

discourse of my employment In gencrali and assured him 
I came not hither to be abused I desired him to remember 
that by his adulce I had refrayned to Complaync to the 
King of the Paisadgcs of Suratt and that my respect to 
the Prince j-et detej ned mec, but that I could not long 
endure, that if I vi'crc enforced to >t the fault was his for 
which, though I should be 5orr> >et I was free from 
blame. After some discourse he begann to Change, and 
to cncline to mce so fair, that 1 should hauc the Jinnant 
w I dcslered onlj he required m v woord that if the King 
»Tote to Goa to signifyc the lustncs of my demandes 
(which was only free and qulctt trade, and protection from 
Immy), and could procure the Viceroy to enter into the 
leauge, that I would attend the ans^\*c^c and rcccluc them 
towhidi I agreed and in the Interim he promised me 


Tid of vesryiQf r» by liiUe and IiUle | vpoo »bich I acnl him a 
that li was stnmge he woald thiraten a Naiioo Iiccoied by 
anihotytye of his sonerayngc before he was warmc In his tcalc 
be was oold, aad shooW be wiser he loicw vs betlcr Ihen nny 
<*her that we traded peacaWy nnd fayrly that If b) his folly he 
vs oraskjo to doe other and brake the 1 eacc, the misery would 
°° nhn, for neytber should his port be open to coc out nor any 
come lo nor hti bead secure, no not In his Caatle To 
^ answered he had nencr vsd any wtxirdes ncajmst ^•s, ami 
i«l be a-tts oar frend nnd wouM on the morowjjh come nnd vailshe 
“^^nKWe at laTd« w^h be performed Ucnjinj, oy h« (hxI the 
^ '■owing aU respect to oar Nnllon, and nrutcstinj, 
tw 1 shauld be Gooemor of hunitt nod Command the Townc, be 
f ^ dgialy ; with many Complements, oflinnr sucrti-es 

fMfU** We became great Frendes and cntcrchnnijcuLl) 

su ndry professions, on my part euer with rcscruation that If he 
.V . nspect conW wlthhoald 

go to Stunt os gmnmor 
that posL 


u.c cngitin in Qjs auinotytyc, nc 
pm**qouhni{ him tike an enemy 
oi fiict, Kboja Ndaar did nc 
brthhn Kbdn (s«a p. 83) bang appoiated 1 
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rcdressc in all particulars, and if the Portugall refused, 
that then I should draw what Articles I would for our 
Nation, and hee would procur them to be signed On 
these tcarmes we parted with seeming Content and 
Complements on both parts 

Fcbutaiy 2 — Asaph Chan sent me the two fitiuacns for 
Amadaua?,^ which he had kept scaled a ucckc with Coulor- 
ablc del ayes 

Febtuar)' 3 — Samuel Peirce was sent me from Agra, 
that had robbd the Cash at Amadaua/:- The mony was 
sei 7 ed by the Gouernor 

Febiumy 4 — I procured Asaph Cans lettre for the 
Monny, which was dcliuercd to the English 

Fcbrtiaty 5 — I dispatched an expresse to Amadauaz 
with the firmaens for Master Kerridge 

Febrttar}' 6-9 —The king sent me a hynd, as tall as a 
horse but veary Icane 

Februaty 10 — I receiucd lettres from Masters Crowder 
and Steele employed into Persia, directed to Master 
Edwardes and the factory, which I opened ^ 


^ Sec p 116 

* The incident is desenbed in Kerndge’s letters {Add! MS 9366) 
In the previous December, Pierce had presented himself at the house 
at which the English were living in Sarkhej, near Ahinadibt-id, pre- 
tending that he had been sent by the General with letters which he was 
to carry to Agra, but had been robbed of them on his way Finding 
that the factors were suspicious, and had sent to Surat to inquire into 
the truth of his story, he broke open the trunk of the cashier while 
the latter was changing his stockings, took out a sum of over four 
hundred rupees, and decamped Apparently he had been captured 
by the kotwal with the money still in his possession 

^ Seep 96 Crowder amved a little later, and handed over his 
papers to Roe The Surat factors were much displeased w'lth him 
for this, and later on the ambassador had to interfere to shield him 
against their resentment He appears to have died at Burhednpur 
some time in 1617 Roe describes him as “a gentle, quiet and 
sufficient fellow ” 

Richard Steel, “ a young man of Bristol,” had crossed Persia from 
the west in the summer of 1614 m chase of John Midnal, who had 
absconded from Aleppo with a quantity of goods , and his glowing 
account of the opportunities of trade m th.it country had induced 
Aldworth to retain him at Surat until — as already mentioned — the 
opportunity came of sending him back wath a companion to make 



siK THOMAS non. 


127 


1616] 

Fthmarj 12 .— At niRlit Asaph Oian sent in Rrcit hast 
todcsirc mcctocomc spcikc with him \5inR the kings 
Name to quicken mcc. I t\*cnl anti on the wray mett 
dmers Messengers, which made me wwnder at the hast 
and icuspcct tome great Change. WTicn 1 came I found 
him wTiting as hcc pretended for the king dcaicnng me to 
tta> In an outward roomc among sutors and scruants u lilch 
I did a while much against m> stomack But presently 
went b> his supper which he mente to cate w ith his frcndcs 
while I attended \\ hen I sawx It 1 rose s’p full of just 
indignation and dcpartetl hu house sending only this 
message, that if his grratnes were no more then his manners 
he durst not sic me soc that I was an Ambassador from 
a might> and free Prince and In that quatcl) his better 
and scorned to attend his banquclings that I ludgd it 
want of OuiUt)*c and barbcrismc rather then a purposed 
affront and thcrforc would forgiuc him without compla>ii 
ing to the king but that If hereafter wee were to mccic, 
I would expect he should better remember himscife and 
know race, and if he had an) message Now from the king 
hcc might send It by m) scruant To this hcc answ^cred not 
a woord but lajxxl hus finger on his mouth a signe that he 
had erred and lould m> messenger that the Pnnee had 
sent me the fimtaen desired for Suratt but withall the 
securitye for the Porlugall to be firmed by mcc and that 
a scruant of the Princes was there ready to dcliucr one and 
reeciue the other M) Interpreter know’cing m) resolution 
answered hcc w-as sure I would not accept any firtnaeu on 
®oc dlshoTwrablc Conditions to giuc our cnemyes Peace, 
when they could not make \vaiT and to Icauc them at 
liberty when the) were better able. So Asaph Chan 


ami, if po»»ible procure pnrilcgc*. He was then 
° to hnglaDd and report to the Company while Cromilcr 

hh way back to India. \\c shall hear bter of SlccTs return 
to India tn the 1617 fleet, and the troubles that ensued. 
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seemed to .ipp[r]f)uc the reason and desired the IVinces 
'-eru.iut to mooue him to send it without .my Conditions, 
and dismissed myne 

FcbiUixry iS — I dispatched an expresse for llisp.in in 
J'eisia with lettres for the Sophy^ .ind a p.ickett into 
Isnifl.ind, directed first to one William Robbins- (scruant 
to Arnold Lulls), .ind after to the Ambassador at Constan- 
tanople, or the Consull of Aleppo 


To iiiL ICasi India Company, uv hid way ob I’j ksia 
{Addl MS 6115, f 81 ) 

14 I'eb ,1615 [-lO] 

Honored I'rendes, 

SiiK e my I.est of ilic 251!! .and aylh of J.iniiary, ‘ sent by 
Caplaine Newport, in the later of whieh I made known to you 
some differenc e hetweene the Prince and mee concerning the 
PorUigvills, 1 haue reeeiueil these im losed from Persia, though 
not directed to mee liy name, yet .is I tiiouglit necessary for me 
t(j open, you having, to my knowledge, no (.ape merehanl in tiie 
Country 1 haue by two w.^ye-s oner land dispceded with 

all expidition these and iheyr Cojipy not only that you may 
know what they ( onteyneliut loguie my Judgment of the busines, 
how It IS, to what ends, by wh.u means, and, if it be possible, 
whieh way this new resolution may be diuerled, for Master Steele 
hath not (in myne opinion) scene farr into the misterye if, as he 
writes, he beleeues he hath procured for you a trade His ownc 
desire to doe yt may blind his Judgment You shall fynd 

here .iinong these a f.iyr Command to the (louernors of J.usscpie's^ 
and other sea Ports, if any enghsh shiiies arriue, to give them 
trade and entreat them frendly, and in the seuer.ill lettres many 


' 1 he title by wliK h the King of Persia w.is gener.illy known to 
I'.iirope.uib It lb derived from Snji or .Sa/ 7 , tlie family n.ime of the 
reigning dynasty I iic mon.ireh here referred to is tlie f.imoiib Sh.lh 
AIjIms ( I 58 5- 162c;) 

An lenglish jeweller, who h id found his w.iy to Isp.ih.in, and had 
till re obt.iined profit.ible emjiloj ment When, l.iter on, Connoek and 
Ollier lenghsh f.ictors .irnved, he w.is of c onsidenible service to tlieni 
m tliiir efforts to obt.iin jinvilcges from the Sh.ih He w.is .idmittcd 
into the Comp.iny’b service in M.i), lOiy, but died .1 few nionlhs 
.iflcr Hib linguistic .lU.unmcnts are jir.iised m Roe’s letter to 
Smythe of November 27, 161G (sec l.iter) 

^ See j) 1 1 8 for the former, and f 77 of the M S for the kilter (not 
printed) 

^ J.lshak, in the Sea of Oman Ihe farnuin is printed m Purchas^ 

h P 519 
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clauses that a trade « imrurctl )T)U llial tlicr h IinjH. )wi •Jiall 
hauc Itccncc lo ftirtcfjrc, at«l a prcal ojdnron of Ihe cxrcllcnry of 
the woorkc dofK, flaitcnrr;* ihcmidtre^ wlKTran llw: wImU. »n»jK. 
and mamnr of the rtblkin i\iju(tc t-tmirary ar>d «t M.Tinr» to nrc. 
by tlK3c tvry kltfc\ llial firtmiiM. irark almost ImiwnMlrtliljr of 
oixcj'ninpc \U b<jf tliu\ muth I colled oiji id tlic htstof 7 wlitrk 
a^tfmnpwiihirthcr circumsUrwolmum lo me been. Is dooInlcsM; 
troth, that before any Inlelh^^cncvofthcT urks injqwncof InraMon, 
the I cman for many navmswas resolmil apalnM tlw INntujplk-s 
to o|tcn hU oirnc way to se-a ami to bts (luljih free for oil 

Natroox ami lo dtscliardfjc >t of the I onuj^ll Ixmibpc ami to 
ihK Ihiritcnc looVe IbmlcII* iheyr foon on lltc Maync, dtstressd 
the Ibnu tiy cuiim;* off |rroeiot>n% oral ecu a day of exile t i all 
the rm<kf\ In his bnd Hut this Clmid from larky lliri^lnitti* 
a etonne on cuery snle wlten hce liad ectl lliat noble |rrc»jcxl 
ahintc didertctl him wlraly to attend Ins owne safety arwl lo 
weaken hix enemy icwlumK for the pnxni XTwm his oulil ( oursc, 
to waste hK Ixrrucrs that tin: I titkc iiiiphi fyml rwi furndp^, ami 
lofmlMdd all ( jfpuans rrf MetrhanU-N jiasvailpc Into I mky In 
lilts hxi;;!:!!! amtexl Sir Kolicfl Shcitley arid was wtliimniitxl like 
one that hruu^hl Mrmt new holies or n*niLx])\ I le lltai was to 
make his fortune Iiy Imjiloymcnt and tr> maj-nlaj-m. hrs Ca-Oill liy 
New jiruKxtt's fimlmK tin. I rojierrrr in innihle and irrevdiitr tin, 
ISjTlacalfcs in drs(;racc amt NenU tanci) ibe oidd stnrx^ Mtnic 
way dtuerllnfi (lie whnk Uadt of I erset form I urky am! l^vinj* 
assured that tlic Kin;; « f Sjoym woyld for many nasims arrvjil 
of yi, fcolloted liy the friars men of his owne faith • Ivc offered to 
irrocurc tlial, condilhmally the Sieimanl micht rccciuc all the 
Mikes and hauc Icauc to ivfortefye lbmU.lI and w»mc olhiar |iotIs 
the kmg to fccnd royally cocry yearc a necic wlmh hlMiuId lioth 
Itrinj; ready immy for rmrsi fiart and for tin. rest sIhkjUI serut him 
wiUi i|iyces, |s*;iper Indem lynnen, and kucb ( omndilic* Hut 
the I mi»ervr khould not doubt hK fortefylrsj,, for It wouhl lie easy 
for him to (urnc them mil if he procunl I lacc from the 1 uric 
in the mean lymi. llicy were hi* fiUcsl allyx-r, berauxe lltey were 
eucT umlmyes to llw 1 urkc This is tin. rcMilullun, and lei tins 

’ Sccjrii. I ij, 131 The rxrfcrcnie 1 Inthc capture of ilic l*umij,ucsc 
tort at I irnibrorm, e*la]di*hc«l there In if i a in iccurc provKums pml 
water for their settlement at flroius. Afler Its cn]iturc It was ejillrely 
destreved by the 1 etwians, wbtH hmrerer. built a bi^er fcrrl near the 
Mlc of the oU unc. kmm ihK yicTmd ilatcs the if^ of ( ombmoo 
or Iwindar Abl»4st, ns the new tcttlcmcni came to lie ralksl a rise 
much accelerated liy the destronlon uf Oimui In if#32 {Ihirarru 
XJll c 79 karts y SnusaSi Adm PttrittntfM (Stcsssi 
triTttJ^), pp^ j 0 0^ in r O Kcronl >. 

liandcll is of aiurso ** llambr "ihcjxirt,* kana y inwsn spcaln 
” Pbec as cl iRicrto dc llandd (fil, p. J 41 ). 

Thcriey was n Roman Cnthnlir 
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purpose hath Sir Robert procured himselfe an imployment into 
Spayne, wher I doubt not hee wilbe veary Wellcome 

It needes be no question wheither the Spaniard will accept off 
this offer First, it will add to the Kings Coffers 1,000,000 of 
Crownes yearly Secondly, it will occasion him to send good 
fleetes into these coasts, which will not be Idle. Therdly, it will 
recouer him all his reputation, that was eauen sick to death in 
this quarter, for the disgusts of Persia and the danger of Ormus 
was like a plaugesore in his syde Lastly, the Mogull, who 
harkens after him ^ and his proceedings and will judge first by 
the peace made, after by the number of shippes that will hant 
this Coast, that it wilbe wisedome to follow the example and 
entyrely embrace the Spaniard. Now to the Command granted 
by the Persian m behalfe of our Nation, it is of no consequence, 
for who would doubt that he would refuse vs leaue to trade? 
But what Conditions are there to deliuer silke, or to receiue vs 
only, such as are sent into Spayne ? Sir Robert Shirly could not, 
beeing an English man, refuse to procure that that was euen due 
by Common equetye and to which the Persian was inclinable, 
and as yet it was folly to reject vs, beeing not assured of the 
Spaniard , but he hath discouered playnely his hart another way, 
and knowes that if his Embassadge succeed in Spayne, this com- 
mand will fall of yt selfe, for that all is conditioned to the 
Spaniard, and the Coast giuen him, and then we must obteyne 
leaue of him, not of the Persian That he hath a message to the 
King of England I beleeue is a Colour to deceiue these the 
easier , for how dares, or with what face can hee see his soue- 
rayne, to whom and to whose kingdomes he hath done soe ill 
offices ? That he will breake off with the kyng of Spayne and 
come for England, if Sir Thomas Smith hould intelligence with 
him, IS a meere mockery, for that is beyonnd his Commission, or 
at least another stnng to his bow if the Spaniard refusse No, 
he hath a Discahadoe'^ Portugall for his Confessor and hee 
knowes that the start m this busines wynns yt, and is sure of 
great reward from the Spaniard for him selfe , and eauen this, 
were ther no other, makes me suspect his affection, that to wynne 
tynie of Steele, least hee should amue m Christendome before 
him, he hath taken Robinns the Englishman with him touard 
Ormus, who is become keeper of the Commandes, and without 
whose presence it seemes Steele cannot dispatch , which him 
selfe sees, though somwhat darkley 
The Consequence of this is very important, eauen for his 


> The bhdh 

* Barefooted (Ital discaJsaio) Tlie ecclesiastic was no doubt a 
“ discalscd Carmelite,” and is probably to be identified with the 
“ Carmelite friar,” who later opposed the efforts of Barker to obtain 
pnvileges from the Sh'ih {jCal S P, E Indies, 1617 21, p 303) 
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Maicslics c»utc for lhal aiUl Ixrth wealth and errditt to that 
nanon that I an nctier bclcctic wpbe our trend lonRcr then 
whyle ihdr ownc wants Consttcync them. 

liwitlw very dangerous for )*our trade here, in respect that 
tour enemy wilbccome your »iitmg neighbour wherai he wai 
ungxnshtng and wearing to nothing Thetforc, if It Jk possible, 
you mail iceVe some preuenticm her my nart I hauc rentored 
to«ntc to the 1 cnian lyne my opinion of his rewdulton and 
enfighined him With some better vndentandmg of the Spanurdca 
Nature and qiulctr whet iheygett footing and to Icti him tec 
he may rent his stlVcs and all the ComodyljM of hli Country at 
better rates, if he erect a free man In some Coast townc for all 
Nalsoni, then to be bour>d to the Spanbrd, who will creepe the 
first ycarc and insult the neat offering our tclucs to trade with 
him royally ifhec wilbc pleased to stay his resolution of ddiucr 
ing him tdfc into the wardship of the Spanlanl The Coppy of 
«hich at tardge 11 herein enclosed. 

I can doc you no further teniice but aduenture my poore 
adme what you should doc lo England, if Iiy this lettre or 
Master biecl^s] Inteflrgcncc this hpanish negotiation come to 
joa before Sir Kobert Shcirlcts amoall in Spaine (which wilbc 
in luly t6i6*), to soTltcite hh Malesiic to Command Wj Embas* 
udor resident there to woothc him to propound a peace in those 
between the Eoglish and ^panlardcs and to to olTcr the 
deitignlng of a free place for trade, pretendinj, that, if the 
Spaniard should hsoc it alone, the seas would neuer be quiett 
that the Erqtlidi would infest the Coast, and nothing bat warr 
would ensue wheras there was Comodytye enough for both, and 
With more profui on both sydes then cylhcr to defend or pync 
yt by a warr And though 1 doubt not but Sir Kobert Sheirley 
rtd the woordet, of quilling Spaync and Comming for Engbnd 
to abuse Master Steele, yet he may be laVen In his owne Nett, 
and they may lerue to be rrdged to him in his Maksiles name 
M a promise. Though this take no great effect, nor that I 
bdecue ^-ihcr the Spanurd will agree to pace Nor Sir Robert 
Sbcfily cQcclually and Cordially nioue yt, yet by the negotiation 
he than loose some tyrac and you may tend two ihipes rpon the 
Cast and gett this start, to ^cr your lelues first, rally there, 
wherbv you shall engage the Emperor auen in good Nature, to 
w willing to make conditions for you but to apcct any trade 
(m I slftnifyed In my last Icltresk except it royally vndertaken, 
dial the Persian may be sure of full rent, Is a rayne hope. \ ou 
nuy range the Coast one yarc, and make a sai-ing i-oyagc, but 


In ^ letter to King James, referred to on the ne\t page, Roc 
stitei that Sherley embarked at Ormus for Spain whb bis wife and 
many followers, at the end of Jnnttuy 1615 10 

1 4 * K2 
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fynd little silkc, vshich gro\scs abouc,* nor vent much Cloth, 
which IS Comoditye only fitt for the remotest parts, neythcr doe 
I perceiuc by Steele that much will vent at all , but his aduise is 
good, tint if you only seruc them with Pepper and Indian 
Comodytye great profitt \sill arise 

I haue breefly acquaynted his Maiestie and the lordes with the 
busmes and my poore opinion- If I haue bcene two busy I 
hope you wilbe mediators for mce, that haue erred out of blind 
reale to doc my Country sermee If any alterations happen, I 
will spend you some mony to aduisc you overland, but not as 
others haue done You will fynd a dear reckoning of Master 
Steeles employment , and, if I durst take such liberty, I could 
procure you Camclls loadcs of firmaens to no purpose 

God in his Mercy giue blessing to all your ciideuors, and 
though I doc you not that scruice you expect, yet your fauorable 
eyes shall perceaue I doe according to my abihtyc faythfully , 
referring the resolution and conclusion to your better Judgments, 
knoweing yt is my dutic to enforme and propound and after to 
execute according to directions So tynic and matter calls on 
me to end without Ceremony 

Ready to doe you scruice, 

'1 HO Roe 


To THE King or Persis’’ 

{Addl MS 6115, f 84 ) 

14 Feb 1615 [-16] 

Most magnificent and Highly descended Emperor, 

The respect your Maiestie hath mutually borne and receiued 
from the King of England my Royall Master, whose Ambassador 
I vnwoorthely am to the Great King of India, hath encouraged 
me to send your Highnes these my poore aduises, not presuming 
to councell your Maiestie, but, in Honor of your most Royall 
vertues, not to be wanting to doe you any seruice 

I receiued lately your most Gratious Command to your Gouer- 
nor of Jasques to entertayne the trafique of our nation with 
frendship and amitye, for which in the name of my Master I 
render condigne thanckes But with the same I fynd your 
Maiestie hath sent into Spayne to offer and contract for all your 


^ Up m the country 

* See Addl MS 6115, f 785/ seg The letter to King James has 
not been reproduced, as it contains no fresh information 
® This was enclosed in a letter to William Robbins, who was asked 
to get It translated and present it to the Shdh on Roe’s behalf 
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iflkcs and Owiodylyo, wiih InMnictions to giuc Icaue to fortcfye, 
vhem Tour &lajcst»c had otherwUe nobly purposed (as fame 
r^rteo) to free jour Gulph of Sbucry ond to keepe it open for 
all Nations (a resolution Troorthy of your Orcatnes) which if it 
be soc, then, nolwlthslandlng your Mairsties Command, wee 
must cjlhcT aske Icauc of the biunUrd (whtch wee scoTi>e) or eUe 
force our way by Armes, which will hyndcr the speedy rent of 

r rsilkes, teeing all trade* only flourish by I’eace. Fherfotc, 
our Maicstlc lye ytmr sdfe to the I ortugall or Spaniard, ft 
•HIk Itoth as prejudiaall to your estate In future tyme a* was the 
way of Turky and for more dishonorable, for that hee will neucr 
thaneke jour Malcstic for that which hi^ tWnke* neccssilTC or 
hit owne witt procured, and, when he it in possession, he will we 
h withfuch involency as will not besetme a ^^ona^5ue to endure. 
Beside*, if your ^talC5tle be pertwaded you can make \-*c of him 
for a lytne and, when you ore retunved tictonouf ouer the 
rutke, j-ou can lumc him out at pleasure your Maicstic iiuy 
the woorke more difficult then now you consider the fortifications 
of Europe, where the sea it open and too frtnd, are not eascly 
rosed. 

But If your Malcstle were pleased to Otar ytmr Coast and the 
sea of that bondage rt hath b<«ic long in and be lord of your owne 
crectmg a free man In some conucnlent port ynder the Com 
ttond of your ordinance, publishing to all Nations thcr should 
trade securelr and thlthw send all the silke* and comodytyei of 
your scueral kingdomes, your Maicttie should effect with Honor 
the dettigne of weakening your enemy the Tutke, and be cnoigcd 
to none, but all the world would seeke you, and your subject* 
should pa*sc theyr goode* for mony or any other comodytyc that 
eytber Europe or the East doth affoord. There would bee the 
English, Spanish, French, Venetun, and nil that had meane* of 
shipping cnTyfng one another and only raysing the Price, to j our 
Miiesti« profitl- 

This I bnue thought fitt to offer to your Maiestie* Coniidcrallon, 
my respect commanding me to tell you that tingle cosincelle* hauc 
single force which 1 submltt to your Msiestie* lodgment, hoping 
Maiestie will so restnync yosir Condition* with the Spanbru 
that your fauour to ts become not vselessc, and we enforced to 
trade with them by the buUeU, as they hauc m prosperously giuen 
T* cause. Praying to the Creator of Heauen and earth to giue 
you TKtory on your Encmye* and renown in your life and 
Poatciytye, 

To doc your Maiestie seruice^ 

Tna Roe 

Ambassador for his Maiestie of England. 
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To THE Earl of Southampton ^ 

(Addl MS 6115, f 88 ) 

Adsmere, 14 Feb , 1615 [-16] 

My Lord, 

Since my amuall in this Country, I haue had but one Month 
of health and that mingled with many relapses, and am now your 
poor seruant scarce a Crowes dinner 

I thought all India a China shop,® and that I should furnish 
all my Frendes with ranetyes , but this is not that part Here 
are almost no Ciuill arts, but such as straggling Chnstians haue 
lately taught , only good Carpetts and fine lawne, all Comodityes 
of bulke, wherby I can make noe proffitt but publiquely , Muske, 
Amber, Cyuitt, diamondes, as deare as in England , no Pearle 
but taken for the King, who is invalewable in Jewelles 

But I not alone Cossened in this hope, but in the Kings 
liberallitye ^ He alowes me nothing but a house of Mudd, which 
I was enforced to build halfe. Yet though I hue m such a 

house, perhaps many wayes in more state, and with many more 
seruants then any Ambassador in Europe, such is the Custome 
here, to be Carryed in a bedd all nchly furnished on mens backes 
vp and downe , though it needs not, for here are the finest 
horses that I euer sawe, of Gennett size and infinite store, besides 
guardes and footmen, of which only I keepe 24 But this my 
expected hberalhtye fayling makes all tedious and loathsome , for 
though the Kmg hath often sent to me, yet this bounty is only 
expressed in whyld hogges 

You expect no Ceremony, and I haue leamd none here, but I 
am euer, and will dye soe, 

Your Lordshipes most affectionate seruant, 

Tho Roe 

Giue me leaue to present my humble seruice to my lady, my 
Lady Penelope,* my httle lady Mistress, for whom I wilbe prouided 
with Presentes 


1 Henry Wnothesley, Earl of Southampton, the fnend of Essex, 
and (according to some critics) the “ W H ” of Shakespeare’s 
sonnets 

® A reference to the “ China houses” {Silent Woman, i, i) m London, 
where porcelain and other cunosities were sold 
® As IS well known, it was the custom for an ambassador to be 
treated as the guest of the monarch to whom he was accredited, and 
Roe had therefore expected a handsome allowance This he never 
obtained, though both his predecessor and the Persian ambassador 
received gifts of money from the Mogul 
* Lord Southampton’s eldest daughter, wafe of Sir William Spencer. 
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Ftbruary ip. — I went to repa) the visilt of Hoja Naxon * 
who cntcrta>*ncd me ^rith vay good respect vct} good 
woordcs, and vct> good mcate. 

Ftbrvary 21 — Having now long attended with Patience 
and found no effect In the Pnnees promises for a Command 
for Suratt, nor any answcrc resolute that I should haue 
none, Asaph Chan consenting that the Conditions demanded 
should be rellnguiihed I went to \isllt the Pnnee at his 
sitting out , not knoweing whether this Jugling might bee 
uithout his knowledge (for I receiucd his pleasure by 
others), or If It were his owne >Tt I would once more 
proue him, aud dispute my owne cause, that If I wta-c 
enforced to Complajme I might be full> blamlcssc of anj 
disrespect tow*ard him. WTicn ! came ncrc, whether b) 
the Princes command to proue If I w'ould >TlId or by 
Ignorance of his scruanta of the liberty I had obtc>’ncd and 
vsed before, one of them sta)*cd met, and made signes that 
I should make the reuercnce of the Country Called 7 Wr/iw* 
I rejected him with some mblikc, and went on vntill I 
came to the assent of the Inmost ra>le right before the 
Prince, whom I saluted after my owne manner, and offer 
ing to goe \'p I was stoppd and show cd a b) c entrance, at 
which the meaner sorte Comes in. The Prince seeing all 
this, and not co rrecting yt I tumd about to depart wherat 
hcc Called, and the way was open for mee to take and 
Choose my place. When I was entered I bad my Inter 
pretcr tell the Pnnee I came thither In honor of him and 


enooth, white Roe was peDolng ibli menage, a tetter was 
00 hi wtjf to him from Lord Carew containing a romewr (happily 
wise) that she was dead (Carrtr LtUrrt p. as). 

* See p. 114. 

• ■ The salatitlon of iMsUm consists In pUdng the back of the nght 

on the grotmd and then laiilng It gently iIU the person stands 
ow^when he pats the palm of his hand upon the ct own of hts head 
pteasing manner of saloting slgnlS^ that he Is ready to gire 
as an oflering" {A{mijOtkmri Dlochmann^ tian«atkm, k 
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to visitt him, expecting that I should haue beene welcome, 
but the vsage of his seruantes made me doubt yt that if 
my Comminge discontented him, I could with more ease 
keepe my house He answered I was very welcome , 
wherat I made a reuerance, and one of his Principalles, not 
content with that, came and pulled me to make Tesehm, 
whom I thiust from mee with open scorne , wherat the 
Prince smiled, and commanded to lett me vse my libertye 
Then I presented him with a few toyes after the Customc, 
and demanded the firinaen long promised mee He 
answered it was signed, and calld to know whye yt was 
deteyned Soe presently it was sent for, and answered 
I had refused to firme the Conditions required by the Prince 
and sent with yt, wherat the Prince said it was there ready 
If 1 would seale the one I should haue the other I replyed 
I would not , and gaue my reasons Then hee fell off 
from that to Complaynts of the vnrulines of the English at 
Suratt, of their dnncking and quarreling in the streets, and 
drawemg swoordes in the Custome house I answered 
I knew not, nor could excuse it only I knew the abuses 
offered them might prouoke some beyond reason and 
Patience but that I hoped the rest was not true Then 
hcc calld for a lettre to showe mee witnessing yt I 
demanded whose it was He sayd the Gouernors I 
answered then I would giue no Creditt to yt, for that he 
was a veryer drunckard then any English in Suratt, and 
for his vntruth he had often belyed the King and the 
Prince himselfc, as I would proue to his face when he came 
to answere The Prince demanded why hee should write 
yt if yt were not true I answ'crcd to excuse, by accusing 
others, his ownc villanous insolencycs that if he had 
beene woorthy to haue Gouerned a Province, he should 
haue taken those who w'ere so disorderly and haue punished 
them, and done lustice to the honest and sober but that 
hee made a pretence, for the fault of a drunckard, to abuse 
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the Innocent It was rcpiyed that it was for my sake it 
was forborne. I answered I renounced giuing protection 
to such as were vnwoorthy of yt 'I came to defend my 
Countrymen that v.'crc auHl and honest m thdr rightfull 
causes, and was as desirous to punish outrages os to mayn 
tcync sobrycty and for any pnuat frendshipp or respect, 
to race the Gouemor had vsed none, nor I was other to 
him then a professed enemy Wheratt the Pnnee asked if 
I would wntte to Suratt to rcstraine the abuses and 
drunckennes of our People, and if no warning of inyne 
could preua^lc if I would not be displeased that punish 
ment might be inflicted on those taken in the offence. 
This motion sauored so much reason I could not refuse it 
only I putt in this Caution, that, as I consented to punish 
the notorious offender so the honest and sober might haue 
protection and lusticc and on this Condition I promised 
to writt- He demanded when for he would send the 
lettre post to prevent more disorders and Complaynts. 1 
answered to morow And so this discourse ended The 
Pnnee converting him sclfc to some othcis, I called to him 
to Imow his resolute answer for the fimtatn for that was 
my Prinapall errand which if hce refused mcc, I Imcwc 
my wayca. He replyed for the busines of the Portugall 
he was satisfied that he would send it to Asaph Chan 
and what hec liked should Content him , and dcsicrcd me 
to require on the Morrowc an answer from him and 
withall called for yt and dcliucrcd it to a gcntcllraan to 
carry it presently with that Command that if he liked it, 
It should be delluered to mcc. 

This night the king sent mcc a mighty Elko kylld in 
hunting reasonable ranck meate. 


* Cp. p. 5x Thb wai rmtber a danperoui doctrine, for ilw Enulah 
attacli^ hnporttnee to the exclotive tight of pimlihlng the evil-doing* 
of tben" coontnraicn and later oo thl* wa* one of the pnvUegei con 
tended for by the ainhanador 
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February 22. — I sent according to my promise a lettre 
for Suratt, the Coppy wherof is registred ’• 

February 23-26 — I sent dayly to Asaph Chan , but he 
was sicke and I could haue no answere. 

February 27 — The King and Prince went a hunting 
Journy 12 Course off, that his house might be fitted 
against the Norose^ which began the first Newe moone 
in March 

Marche i — I rodde to see a ho use of pleasure of.l he 
Ki ngs, giuen him by As aph Chan, 3 milp<^ from 

^ ^smere. but betweene two mighty rockes so defended 
from the sunn that-it— scarce any way sees it_, dhe founda- 
t ion Cutt out of them and some roomes. the r est, of 
freestone , a handsome little garden with fine fountayne s , 
t yvo great tanckes, one 30 stepes aboue a nother . the wa v 
t o it inaccessable, but for one or two in front, and that -> 
very steepe and stony , a place of much melancho^ 
d elight and secuntye, only Seeing accompanved withj iold 
Peacocke s, turtles, foule , and Munkyes, that inha bifLthe 
rocks hangin g euery w ay ouer yt, 

March 2 — I receued answere from Asaph Chan resolute 
that hee had sent to the Prince, and could not obteyne no 
order for the deliuery of the firmaen, without I would 
signe the Articles The Jesuite had much Poysoned 
Asaph Chan, in whom was the fault, and I resolued to 
startle him 

March 4. — I wrote a lettre to the Prince as round and 
peremptory as was the refusall made mee, and sent it after 
where he was in progresse The Coppy is registred 


^ At f 90 of the M S 
2 bee p 142 

^ Now called the Ni'tr chasina, at the back of the Tdragarh hill 
The fountains and tanks are in a ruinous condition, and the place 
can only be reached with difficulty {Rajputana Gazetteer, iij 
P >23) 
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To SULTAH CAHOHHr, 

{AdJf AfS.6its { 9* ) 

4 lh March, i6ic [ i6] 

Most Noble rnrKx, 

It *ccmc* to mcc that yoor lll^jhncs U weary of the English 
at Sunil, or else you wtrold not refuse to dchutr me a JSnnatn 
for their lafiyc and good vwgc, IhjI vpon dishonorable Conditions 
and such as I cannot answer Therforc 1 desire )-oiir hlghnca to 
pue me a Haync answer which I rcrjuirc in the Name of the 
KiOj, of Engbrxl, belngc a Fiend and Confcdcntl of your Most 
RojaD father hor if your Highncs be resdued that they shall 
baoe noe better justice then they haue had, my Master is likewise 
rcsohjcd not to haue his subjects Iroc where they shalbc Itnured, 
but we wiTlscckcsomeolHer reskferrer wher wee shalbc better well 
come. For the losses and Injuries miTcrrd by your last Gouemor 
your Pnndy woord rs already past for satisfaction. In all whkh. 
Without your Highaes ayde, 1 shalbc cnforc^ to Complayne to 
the King, for which 1 am sorry 1 hope you will excuse my 
bouldncs, because 1 doc performe but my dalle. And soc I 
Commni your highnes to God. 

Tilt Eiicum Aubassadoil 

iferch 5 >~Mochrebch%n Rouemor in the kings absence, 
and lltja Naisan with some others, came of their owme 
accord to vfsitt mec, having sent woord that they would 
dine with mcc. 1 entertained them as 1 v.’as able, to ih^r 
Content, but kept as much State in myne ow-me house as 
was vsed towardes me by others;* but wee exchanged 
many complements, Mochrebchan excusing hlmsclfe of 
all thlngcs past, professing he kncw^c not the English but 
that now he was theyr seruant So wee parted very good 
frendes and I giuc him at his gocing six glasses guilt 

March 6, — The Prince sent his prindpall ofiiccr to 


From Tetiy'! accoimt (p.aii)we eet arfimpMof Rort booiAoU 

“My Lord AmhiuaaoT (ho lay*) obienred nottKai 
°**** ?T w»y the natire CuMonl of imlne at hli rocaL but In h3^ 
S'" had Tables and Chayret ic. Served he was altof^er In 
English and an Indian cook to dress bU dyet, which 
pknufiia and cheap likewise | so that by reason of the great 
pnmslocs there, nis weekly account for hU hoas eke ro m g 
wrt to little. 
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Adsmerc to giue me Content, fearing I would Complainc, 
which hec desicred mee to forbeare and that I should haue 
satisfaction in my desiers, lusticc for what was passed, and 
amendes in the future Soe hee propounded three other 
articles to me, leaning out that of the I’ortugall, and sent 
them in Persian desiring mcc to signc those to his Master 
and I should haue the firinaen deliuered vpon receipt of 
yt When I had gott them translated, though in substance 
there was nothing which I might not assent vnto, they 
beeing rather friuolous then dangerous for mee or matcriall 
for the Prince, yet in the woording and forme ther was 
somthing I misliked, wherin they might if they had so 
much cunning by hard construction bynd mee to some 
inconvenience, and rcstraine the merchants of full liberty 
Therfore I drew them anew according to my ownc myncl, 
altering those clauses and rcscruing the substances, and, 
to avoyd more messages too and fro, I sealed them, and 
sent them with this answere, that the Articles propounded 
to mee were suspitiously expressed that I only had made 
them playne and keept the substance , which I had there 
signed and sent, wherof if he would accept, I desired the 
Jirviacn, and that resolutely I would loose no more tyme 
in treatyes nor firmc any other Both he and Asaph 
Chan read them, and answered they liked them well that 
the Alterations were not prejudicial! to their meaning , 
and soe deliuered the Jinuaen, which that night I gott 
translated, that I might know what I had laboured for 
This day I sent the secretary a present, but it is not his 
Custome to rccciue any thing 

March 7 — I found the firinaen very effectually rcapcating 
my Complaynts, mentioning the injuryes in particular, 
and Commanding all manner of redresse , but in the end 
a Conditional! clause poysomnge all the rest, that which I 
had so often refused, that the Portugallcs should haue free 
liberty to Come to Suratt at his Pleasure, and that wee 
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shtHild not molest them take their Roodcs nor persons 
without any promise or Intimation that they should not 
ofTcncl nor assa>Ic v's. Now to prant them peace in a 
roade of another Pnnee wher they arc equally licenced 
with vs may sceme reasonable but I knew the purpose of 
the PortuRall and the Instrument of this deuicc, and that 
the rnnee was abused and sawc not the dlsadv’antnRa 
Kirst If they had libert) to trade, they would use yt only 
to hynder ours , secondly, they would l)^ftllh 100 fr^gatt^ 
VTxIcr colour of this Peace, and lake the first adv'nntagc 
to ficr or assault our flcctc, which Is not to be avoided, if 
they obtcync this liberty to mingle amongc vs lastly 
though the Prince explay nd him sclfc In woordcs that he 
ment we should not molest them except they begann the 
quarrcll and In our owtic defence, yet when a mUchccfc 
had becfallcn vs too late of whom should wee hauc sought 
aatlsCiction ? The Pnnee had not undertaken the Viceroy 
had not signed any instrument of Peace, only an Italian 
poore lesulte had enformed the Prince the Portugal! would 
he qulett— a brauc 8ccurit>*c. Besides the folly and dls- 
honnor to appcarc so eager of a peace, os If wee fcard 
them, as to take It on any wcakc base or rather on no 
conditions. These considerations enforced me to refuse 
^ send It backc dcsicring to hauc that clause strookc 
oat, or else the fraud was euldent, and I would ncucr 
accept of yt A day was demanded to glue answer 
March 8. — I sent for a resolution and rccolucd yt that 
that clause must rcmaync or I should not hauc none. I 
order Suspecting the trickc to redemand the articles 
rigned by race but could not gett them, nor was the 
niattcr great, but for forme sake, and alsoc to pronounce as 
my resolution, that I roente ncucr to sceke farther 
“ttcr yt, ncucr to accept yt, or any other on ill Conillticms 
that I knew my way to sceke assured remedye that I 
was sorry I had so long forborne yt. 
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March 9 — The King being returnd, the Preparation fot 
the Norose made all men soe busy that I had no opor- 
tunyte to doe myne, but purposed to prepare the King by 
Visitations and presents to heare my demandes with the 
first oportunitye. But I had no enterpreter, The brokar 
not daring to speake any thing that would displease Asaph 
Chan, nor would hee in any thing deliuer mee truly to the 
King Soe I sought out a third [second?], an Italian 
Jeweller, a protestant, that vseth much liberty with his 
toung, and in whom the King takes often delight to heare 
him rayle at the Jesuites and theyr factions who vnder- 
took to say all I would deliuer him 

March 10 — This day arriued our Cloth and goodes to 
Adsmere, having/l^ene long on the way, to the great pre- 
iudice in the^^le 

March ii -^T he Noros^ begann m the Eueninge It is 
a custome of solemnizing the new yeare, yet the Ceremonye 
beginnes the first New moone after it, which this yeare 
fell togeither It is kept in Imitation of the Persians 
feast and signifyes in that language nine dayes, for that 
anciently it endurd no longer, but now it is doubled The 
manner is ther is erected a Throne fower foote from the 
ground, in the Durbar Court, from the back wherof to the 


^ This Italian was known as John Veronese For his services as 
interpreter he recei'cda knife and a bottle of strong waters (Roc’s 
accounts) Later, he angered Roe by abetting the runaway Jones , 
and shortly after he was dismissed from the king’s service and 
ordered out of the country 

® The Nau-nh, “ New (YeaFs) Day,” a feast instituted by Akbar 
in imitation of the Persians “ It commences on the day when the 
Sun m his splendour moves to Anes, and lasts till the 19th day of the 
month Two days of this period are considered great festivals, when 
much money and numerous other things are given away as presents 
the first day of the month of Farwaydln and the 19th, which is the 
time of the S/iaraf' {Ain-i-Akban, 1, 276) 

Terry and Mandelslo follow Ro® in his mistake as to the meaning 
of the term The error is corrected in Thevenot 
The account which follows should be compared with the descriptions 
m Hawkins’ narrative (p 439), and m Mandelslo’s Travels (second 
English edition, p 41) 
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ptacc whtr the Kinj^ corner out a square of $6 faces lonp 
and 43 broad was ra)lcdln and cnucrct! oucf nithfairc 
Sctnlancjor Canop)*csof ctothof jp>uld silhc or \xlucll 
lojTtcd lopelher and 5ustc)*ncd wllh Canes socoucrexL At 
the \-ppcr end were wit out the pictures of the KInp of 
fcjigland the Quccne m> lad) Fll/abcth the Countc5Mr(s] 
of Somracisctl' and Sal!sbur> • and of a Ciltlrens wife of 
London, below them another of Sir Thomas Sm)th* 
Cooemor of the Last India compan) Vndcr foote it Is 
li>*d with Rood Persian Carpetts of preal lardpncs. Into 
which place come all the men of qualct)^ to attend the 
King, except some fewe that are within a little ni)lc nghl 
before the Throne to reccluc his Commandei. Within 
this square there were <ctt out for showc man> little 
^wwscs {one of silucr) nnd some other Cunosii)*e3 of Price. 
The Pnnee Saltan Coronne had at the Icfic 5>‘de a PauHion 
the supporters wherof were Couered with Sllucr (as were 
some of those also ncarc the Kings ihroneX The forme 
therof W‘as Square , the matter wood lnla)d wdth mother 
of pcarle, borne \p >nth fower pillars and Couered wdth 
Cloth of gould about the edge, Ouerhead Idee a s'aicncc 
"•■as a nclt fringe of good pcarle S'pon which hung dowme 
Pomegranetts apples, pcarcs, and such frulcts of gould 
but hollow Within yl the Icing rate on Cushions ^*CTy 
nch In Pcarlcs and JcwclK Round about the Court before 


The noionooj Fniacei Howard, the dirorced wife of the Eari of 
utcljr married lo James s faroorite. Lord Somerset, on which 
the East India tompany prcsenied a piece of plate. At the 
wnc her portrait was decking the Mogwfi fcas^ »he ana her husband 
their Inal for mordenog Sir Thomas Orerbory 
tlstcr Catherine, who had marTled Robert Cedi's only 

WHarn. 

bad been bronchi ont by Edwards, who wrote to Smythe 
Ihe Coort painters had confessed their Inability lo Iroliale it, and 
w^conj^qtiemly It was much priied by the Mognl (0 No, 319). 

oi**Li* • pointing at Skinners* Hall which h held to be a portratt 
« Sir Thomas Smythe. If this be really so, h Is possible that the 
sent to the Mogul was a copy of it. 
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the Throne the Pnncipall men had erected tents, which 
encompcissed the Court, and lined them with veluett, 
damask and tafifety ordinaryly, some few with Cloth of 
gould, wherin they retyred and sett to show all theyr 
wealth , for anciently the kings were vsed to goe to euery 
tent and there take what pleased them, but now it is 
Changed, the King sitting to receiue what new years 
guifts are brought to him He comes abroad at the vsuall 
hower of the Durbar^ and retyres with the same Here 
are offered to him, by all sorts, great guiftes, though not 
equall to report, yet incredible enough , and at the end of 
this feast the King, in recompence of the presents receiued, 
aduanceth some and addeth to theyr entertaynment some 
horse at his pleasure 

March 1 2 — I went to visitt the King and was brought 
right before him, expecting a present, which I deliuered to 
his extraordinary content^ So he appoynted I should 
bee directed within the raylc, to stand by him, but I, beeing 


* A purse which cost m England 24r, containing “a little box of 
Cnstall, made by arte like a ruble, and cutt into the stone in Curious 
workes, which was all inameld and inlayd with fine gould Soe rare a 
peece was neuer seene m India, as can wittnes ^ 1 your seruantes 
resident at Adsmere I can sett noe price, because it was geuen me , 
but I could haue sould it for a thousand Rupees, and was enformed 
that had it been knowne how highlye the King esteemed it, I mought 
haue had 5000 Rupees The Kin^ the same night sent for all the 
Chnstians, and others his owne subjectes, artificers m gould and stone, 
to demand if euer they sawe such woorke or howe it could be uTOUght , 
who Ceneralhe Confessed they neuer sawe such arte, nor could tell 
how to goe about it, whereat the King sent me woord he esteemed it 
aboue a diamonde geuen him that day of 6ooo/r price Within 

the boxe (which I presented to Keepe the Jewelles m which others 
gaue him) I putt a Chain of gould of double hnckes veary small, 
wheratt was hanged a whyte Emrald Cutt in the forme of a seale, 
and therein engraued, no bigger then a Penny, a Cupid drawing his 
bowe, with this Motto Guardes being a cunositie not easilie matched, 
and esteemed by the King for excellent woorke. The stone ivas 
vnsett, pendent and veary lardge, aboue halfe an Inch m length The 
gould wayed 46^ . There being noe man in London, much less 

here, that can enamell vpon stone, and therfore I knowe not what it 
[the box] Coste , and the seale stone vneutt, I bought in the West 
Indies, and had it pollished and earned in London , it Cost noe great 
matter rough” — Roe’s hccwxAs {Addl MS 6115,! 277) 
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not lulTcrcd lo step v*p \poti the nilngon uhkh the throne 
stood could see Itttlc the ni)tc bcc!ng htph and doubled 
with Carpettes. Hut I had lc)*iun: lo vt\v, the inward 
roomc and the bewtj ihcrof which 1 confesse was rich 
but ofsodiuen pc i c c s and so viisutcabtc that it was rather 
patched then glorious as If It seemed to slriuc to show all 
like 1 ladic that with her plate sett on a Cupboord her 
imbrodcred slippers. This cuenlngc was the sonne of 
Ranna, hli New iributorj,* brought before him w'ilh much 
ceremon) kneeling 3 t>'mcsantl knocking his head on the 
ground. He was sent by his father with a Present and 
was brought within the little ra>lc, the King embracing 
him b) the head. HI1 gulft was an Indian \’o>‘deT* full of 
sflucr, \*pon yt a Carued siluer dish full of gould. Soc he 
was Icdd toward the Pnncc. Some Eliphants were showed 
and some whoorca* did ling and dance. Sic transit Chnn 
Mttndi 

htarch 13.— At night I went lo the Cusstl chan, wher 
Is best oportunit^x to doe buslnes, and tooke with mee the 
Iti]>an,* determining to walkx no longer in darknes but 
to prouc the king beeing in all other wa)^! delayed and 
refused, I was sent for in with m> ould Brokar but my 
cntcrprctcr was kept Asaph Chan mistrusting I wwild 
xitcr more then he was willing to hearc. When I came to 
the king he appoynted me a place to stand lust before 
him, and sent to askc me many questions aboutc the king 
of England and of the present I gauc the day before , to 
some of which I answered but at last I sayd my enter 
pretcr was keept out I could speake no Portugall, and 
soc wanted means to satisfic hli Malestlc. Whereat (much 
against Asaph Chans desire) he n'ai admitted. I bad him 


cJdeft son of Umra Sing Rana of Udaipur (see n. loi). 
yridert gnat broad dtthet. fo cany awav U»e reraarai from a 
mw-tabte* {IhtniotCt Lnetief DutU/my iboit 
* Naatch^rtt. 
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tell the king I desired to speake to him He answered 
willingly Wherat Asaph Chans sonne-in-law pulld him^ 
by force away and that faction hedgd the king so that I 
could scarce see him nor the other approach him So I 
commanded the Italian to speake alowd that I Craued 
audience of the king, wherat the king Called me and they 
made me way Asaph Chan stood on one side of my 
interpreter and I on the other , I to enforme him in myne 
owne cause, he to awe him with wincking and logging 
I bad him say that I had now beene here two monthes, 
wherof more then one was passed in sicknes, the other in 
Complements, and nothing effected toward the end for 
which my Master had employed mee, which was to Con- 
clude a firme and Constant loue and Peace betweene their 
Majesties and to establish a fayre and secure trade and 
residence for my Countrymen He answered that was 
already granted I replyed it was true, but it depended 
yet on so slight a thredd, on so weake Conditions that 
beeing of such importance it required an agreement cleare 
in all poynts, and a more formall and Authentique con- 
firmation then it had by ordinarie finnaens, which were 
temporarye Commandes and respected accordingly. He 
Asked mee what presents wee would bring him. I 
answered the leauge was yet new and very weake that 
many Curiosityes were to be found in our Country of rare 
price and estimation, which the king would send and the 
Merchannts seeke out in all parts of the world, if they were 
once made secure of a quiett trade and protection on 
honorable Conditions, having beene heeretofore many 
wayes wronged He asked what kynd of Curiosityes 
those were I mentioned, whether I ment lewells and rich 
stones. I answered no that we did not thinck them fitt 
presents to send back, which were brought first from these 


^ The interpreter 
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part* tthcrof hcc Chccfc lord lhat t\*cc esteemed 
them Common here and of much more price with vs but 
that nt souphl to f> nd >uch things for his Malcstic as wtre 
rare here and \mscenc as cxccUcnl artifices In I*a)ntlng, 
earning Cutlmp enamelling fipire* In brassc copper or 
stone nch cmbfodcr)*cs, stuffs of gould and silucr He 
ia)^! iiuas s-erj svcll 1ml that hce desfered an hnghsh 
hor<e. I an>wen:tl It uas Impossible b) sca^ and b) land 
the Turlve should not suffer pasjadpe. He rcpt>cd that 
hcc thought It not ImpoSMblc b> sea. I tould him the 
dangers of slormcs and safict>'c of neathcns-ould prouc >'t 
He ansttTred if six s^crc |mtl Into a ^hlpp one might Hue 
and though it Came icanc he would fatl >L I rcp!)cd I 
s^-as Confident It Could not bee In soc long a \‘ 0 )adgc but 
that for hli Majesties satisfaction I t\ould wntc to aduiscof 
his rc<jucsu So he asked what was It then ! demanded 
I sajxl that hcc would bee pleased to slgne ccrtalnc 
reasonable Conditions which I had Concclued for the Con 
firmatlon of the Icaugc and for the 5ecunt\c of our Nation 
and their qulclt trade for that thc> had bccnc often 
wronged and Could not Continue on such icrmcs which 
I forbcarc to CompU>nc off hoping b> falrc means to 
procure amendment At this woord Asaph Chan oncred 
to pull m> Interpreter but I held him suffering him onl> 
to winckc and make smprofitablc signet. The King hcrcatt 
grew suddcnl> Into Cholcr pressing to know who had 
wronged v» with such show of fur> that I was loath to 
follow and speaking in broken spanbh to m> inter 
preter to anmere that with what was past I would not 
trouble his Malcstic but would seckc lustlcc of his sonne 
the Prince, of whose fauour I doubted not, the King not 
attending m) interpreter but hearing his sonnes name, 
conedued I had accused him saving mtojilw into filto and 
Called for him who came in great fcorc humbling him 
sclfc. Asaph Chan trembled and all of them were amaxd 

It* L 2 
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The King chidd the Prince roundly, and hec excused him- 
selfe , but I, perceiuinge the Kings error, made him (by 
means of a Persian Prince’^ offering himselfe to enterprett, 
because my Italian spoke better Turkish then Persian , 
the Prince both) vnderstand the mistaking, and so appeased 
him, saying I did no way accuse the Prince, but would m 
causes past in his Gouerment appeale to him for lustice , 
which the King Commanded he should doe effectually 
The Prince for his lustification tould the king he had 
offered me a Jirjnaen, and that I had refused yt Demand- 
ing the reason, I answered I humbly thancked him, but 
hee knew it Conteyned a condition which I could not 
accept off, and that farther I did desire to propound our 
owne demandes, vvherin I would Conteyne all the desires 
of my Master at once, that I might not day lye trouble 
them with Complaynts , and wherin I would reciprocally 
bynd my souerayne to mutuall offices of frendship, and his 
subjects to any such Conditions as his Maiestie would 
reasonably propound, wherof I would make an offer , 
which beeing drawne tripertite, his Maiestie I hoped would 
signe the one, the Prince the other, and in my Mcisters 
behalfe I would firme the third The king pressed to 
know the Conditions I refused in the Princes fintiaen, 
which I recited , and soe wee fell into earnest dispute, and 
some heate Mocrebchan enterposing sayd hee was the 
Portugalles aduocate, speaking slightly of vs, that the 
king should neucr signe any article against them I 
answered I propound none against them, but in our owne 
lust defence, and I did not take him for such a frend to 
them The lesuite and all the Portugalles side fell in, in 
soe much that I explayned myselfe fully concerning them , 
and as I offered a Conditional! Peace, so I sett their 

^ “ Meermera, a Persian nobleman nere of blond to the Sophy and 
lately fledd \pon the death of the Pnnce for safety to this court” 
(Roe’s accounts) 
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frcnd'Wp at a mean rale and ihclrlwlcfctl or force at lcv^r 
The kinj, answered m> dcmandcs were luM resolution 
noble and bad me propound A^ph Chan that ^too<l 
Mute all thU di^our^r and dealcfcd to end ih least it 
breake out apalne (foi wee wear \xr) rrarmc) cnirrposcd 
that if wee talked all mphl It would come to this issue 
that I should drawc m> dcmandcs In wTlttinp and present 
them and if the) were found reasonable the kinp would 
firmc them to which the Unp rcpl>‘cd >cs and I desicred 
hu sonne w-ould doc the like who answered hec would. 
Soc the kmp rose. Hut 1 caTlInp to him he lumd about 
and I bad m) cntcrprelcf M) that I came the da) licfore 
to see his Maieslic and his jjrcalnM and the Ccrcmon>e.s 
of this feast that ! was placed bch)md him I confesed 
with honor but I could not see abroad and that ihcr 
fore I desired his Malcstlc to !)t:cncc me to stand \p 
b) hli Throne wherat hec Commanded Asaph Chan to 
lett me choose m) ownc place. 

hfarth 14.— In the Momlnj» I sent a Messenger to 
Asaph Chan least he or the JMnee moupht mistake mcc 
b) the Kings mislakings that I had compla)ncd against 
them which as I did not $0 It was not > cl In m) purpose 
onl) I was willing to lett them sec I did not so depend on 
Asaph Chan b) whose mouth I \“scd to doc m) busincs, 
but that If he continued his manner of ncucr dchucring 
what r 5a)*d but what he plcasd I could ^md another wa) 
My message was to clearc an> such doubt If it rcmajTid 
or If not, to entreat him that he \rould soften the Pnnee in 
my dcmandcs concerning SuralL He answered ne)ihcr 
the Prince nor he had any reason to suspect m) purpose 
Vixs to Compla)Tic of them that the error was cuidcnt 
*mough for his part he had cucr had the louc of the 
English and would endcauour to contincw >'t 
March 15. — The king sent me a tame sbeepc new 
shome with his ownc hand ro fait tVnt It had not Icanc to 
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eate halfe At Euening I went to the Norose and de- 
manded of Asaph Chan a place Hee bad me Choose , so 
I went within the rayle, and stood on the right hand of 
the kynge upon the rising of the Throne , the Prince 
and young Ranna on the other syde So that I sawe what 
was to be seene, Presents, Elephants, horses, and many 
whoores 

March 16-22 — I prepared my demandes perfect and in 
the Persian Toong My course was by way of articles, to 
make prouision for our securitye and Peace and to preuent 
all such abuses as the former yeare had giuen me 
experience of, that I might doe all at once and not 
trouble the king with new motions and Complaynts I 
proiected to haue diuers Coppies signed togither and to 
send two to euery factory, one to be proclaymed and after 
sett up m some Publique place, the other for the merchants 
for dayly vse 

March 2 % — The king Condemned a Mogull on suspi- 
tion of felony, and beeing loth to execute him, both in 
regard of his person, the goodliest man I euer saw in 
Indya, and that the euidence were not cleere, hee sent him 
to mee by the Officers m Irons for a Slaue, or to dispose 
of him at my pleasure This is esteemed a high fauour, 
for which I returnd thancks that m England we had no 
slaues, neyther was it lawfull to make the Image of God 
fellow to a Beast but that I would vse him as a seruant, 
and if his good^ behauiour merited yt, would giue him 
libertye This his Maiestie tooke in very good part 

1616, March 26 — I went to the Gusell Channe , and 
deliuering the king a present of picturs I offered vp my 
Articles to his Maiesties Consideration Asaph Chan 
tooke & opened them, and finding them somwhat long he 
found fault, to which I answered they were no longer then 
the many late abuses required, which I thinck made him 
doubt they Conteyned Complaynts , so, showing them the 
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king thc> u-cre rcfcrrd to him u(th promise if thej 
stood \rlth his honor thc> should be sealed and I should 
expect my ans\\-cr from Asaph Chaa He stept to the 
I’nncc and togithcr reading one or tu'o finding they were 
not accusations, he came to mcc and promised mcc all 
fauour, onI> hcc stuck at the length. Ilut here fell a 
Crossa I keeping the Place which I first tookc, alone and 
out of ranck which the kings subjects obscrue a place 
dcasigned mcc b> the king the place giucn to Sir Robert 
Shari) and indeed abouc all hLs subjcctcs, Asaph Chan 
sent mec a message to goe dowme and stand by the doorc 
among the kings scruants. 1 answered if the king Com 
manded I knew what I had to doc but to stirr for any 
other I w'ould not He sent ngalnc that it was not the 
Custome for an) to stand alone that I should goe backe 
In the ranck of noble men I rcpl)!^! I was a stranger 
and Ignorant of their Customes, but I was not Ignorant 
that I was a kings Ambassador and not of the qualcty of 
senunts that his maiestle had placed mee and saw mcc 
now If 1 did amisic hcc was fittest to find faultc if It 
were his pleasure I should goe home, I was ready but one 
foote back I would not and that I expected from him 
rather additions of grace then discurtcsles. Then hec sent 
an Officer to Fright mcc, but I went so much higher and 
nearer the king and standing awhile without molcsta 
tion, alone and eueiy bodyes cast \pon mcc, I saw 
place wherin stood only the Pnnee and young Ranna by 
the king to which I went, resoluinge, if I must ranckc, I 
would rancke with the best This angred Asaph Chan 
woone, who cner sought to woorkc me to the huranit)^ of 
my predecessors, and to an absolute depcndance and 
obedience on his will So that stepping to the Prince, be 
dcalercd him to Coraplayne of mec, as of a great insolency 
to approach him which hec did willingly The kmg 
asked why I went from my first place. Asaph Chan 
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replyed that hee had sent to mee to take ranch with the 
noble men, and made mee moue The king answered ' 
then hee hath done well , what had any man to doe to 
displace him ? Was it not in my sight ? What harme does 
hee? Hee comes to see me , and with such reprehension 
Commanding them to lett me vse my discretion Soc I 
stood in Peace, but with Asaph Chans displeasure 

The Coppte of my Demands follow'^ 

Articles of Amitye, Commerce, and Entercourse, betweene 
the two most high and Mighty Kings, The great Mogul), 
King of India, and the King of Great Brittane, France, 
and Ireland, Concluded on by the said great Mogull on 
his part, and in the behalfe of the King of great Bnttane 
by Sir Thomas Roe, knight, his Ambassador for that 
purpose authorised 

1 First, it IS Concluded on both parts that ther shalbe a good 
and perfect loue, leauge, and peace to endure for euer betwixt 
the said mighty Pnnces, their subjects, and dominions 

2 Secondly, it is concluded and agreed vnto by the said high 
and Mighty King of India on his part, which by this wntting he 
doth promise and to all the world declare, That the subjects of 
the most renowned King of Great Bnttane shall come freely 
without any prohibition to any of the Ports or hauens in the 
Dominions of the said King of India, as well in Bengala and 
Syndu as m the lordship of Suratt, with their shipes and other 
vessells, and so amued may quietly, safely, and peaceably land 
theyr goodes, and for their mony shall haue liberty to hire a 
Comenient house, wherein they mayremayne, freely to sell, buy, 
or otherwise transport their goodes into the Mayne at their 
pleasure 

3 Theirdly, it is Concluded, that when any shipes of the said 
English shall amue at any Port, the Gouemor of the Place or 
cheefe Cytty adjoyning shall publish 3 seuerall days this agree 
ment, to the end that all men may freely sell at the shore any 
prouision of victualls and releefe and may alsoe goe aboord the 
shipes, trade and buy at their pleasurs, and may freely furnish 
the said english at the ordinary rates of the kings subjectes with 
boates, cartes, and other prouisions of Camadge at their pleasurs 
without any prohibition, as well at the sea syde as at the rivers, 
in which the English haue lately susteyned great losse 


J There is a copy of this document in PepwelVs Letter-book, pre- 
served among the I O Records It presents no material diffeiencc 
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4 Fowcrthlj' it f$ agreed that the penons of FngUsh Mer 
chanli nor ihcjrr lenuntf ihall not be »earch«l, nor dtspight 
rally Tied, bat that Comnnnge to the Alfandxcn they ihall show 
wbat ncccttaryn thw bring with them and what mony for ex 
pence, which ihalbe free mto them from any violence or force 
of the Gooemor or other Officer*, and free of any Cuitome, *oc 
that H exceed not lo nails of Eight* In goodc* or mony 

5 Fiftly, It ii Agred that what present* sococr arc tent by the 
most Mighty King of great Bnttaync, or the Company of Mer 
chantes, mto the said great King of India, or for any soch vse, 
shall not be touched, opened, nor meddled with by the Gooemor 
or any officer what soeuer but only bceing raaried with their 
scale shalbe delioercd without delay to be sent to Court mlo the 
English Embassador or Agent tWre resident, that hcc may 
ocrordirg to dircctiwis delluer them mto the said Mighty King, 
wberin the English haue beene heretofore much wronged. 

6 Sixtly It Is Concluded that the goodcs of the said Eitfitsh 
Merchanle* landed at any Pori within the dominnioni of the 
King of India shalbe dispceded to their bowse without lett or 
Wnderance and shall not be stayed on nny pretence abooe one 
day and Night in the A//andun to take notice of the Nomber 
and nuikes, and toe shall be ther scaled and within 6 dayes 
after opened and rated at the house of the sand Merthanta by 
the officers of the said Custome, at reasonable pnccs and not 
exaaedvpon as heretofore. 

7 Setienihly it b agreed that no Gooemor nor any other 
omcer shall presume to lake by force any tnfles from poore 
pnuat men at their pleasures, but ahall suffer them to make price 
of iheh owne, and soe paje for yU Nerther shall the Gouemor 
nor any other officer by force and without the Consent of the 
Merchante* lake into hu house or Custody any of the goode* so 
landed, under pretence of scrulnge the Kir^g, nor for hi* owne vre 
▼nttn such pnsea atnl dayes of payment be agreed on ai shall 
poe content to both iidea. 

8 Eightly rt is concluded that for nny goode* so landed and 
^ecd for having dischardged the duties of the Port, the said 
English shall haue free liberty to sell to any person, wberin the 
Gouemor shall not hinder them, nor force them to agree at his 
price or otherwise it ihalbe lawful to Conroy and send them to 
any other their factory without any hmdcrance or other dutie 

^ any Place as they shall passe, the duty of the Port 
**uing diicbardged, wberof the ludc of the Alfandica shall giae 
CdtlBcatL 

9 Ninthly it Is agreed that what goodes soeuer the Englbh 
ah^buT hi any part of the dominion* of the said Mighty King of 

shall passe safely and freely toward them Port without nny 


* The ibl of eight was worth about 4r <W. in English money 
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cnlerruption or force or exaction of Coinoyes, other then such 
as tlienisclues shall thinck rcciuisitt, or requiring any Customc or 
duty on the ^^ay xntill the) arriiie at their Port, uher it shalhc 
la^\full for them, ])a)ing the duties of the Port onl), according to 
agreement, to ship the}r said goodcs without the hindcrance or 
delay of any v.hatsoeuer 

10 'lenthl), It IS concluded that what goodcs soeucr shalbe 
soc brought downc to an) Port, shall not be agaync opened by 
the OfTiccrs of the Port, the English showeing a Ccrtificat from 
the Gouernors and ofiicers where the said goodcs were bought, of 
the Numbers, qualcties, and Conditions of the said goodcs 

11 Elcucnthl), It is concluded if an) of the said English shall 
d)e in ail) part of these dominions, ther shalbe no confiscation 
of any mony or goodcs in his Custod)C, but both those and all 
other debts shall rcmaync to the factors suruning, and if all the 
said factors shall happen to d)e, in an) of their residences. The 
Officer of the Tow nc shall take notice \j)on register of all such 
Mon)cs, goodcs, bookes, bills, and Papers as shalbe found in 
their house, which bceing scaled xp shalbe dchucrcd to the 
English at their rc(]uest 

12 'Iwclfll), It IS agreed that no Customc be exacted for \ic- 
tualls during the abode of the shipcs at any port 

13 Ihertine, it is agreed that the scruants of the said English 
shall not be punished, beaten, nor Misused for doeing but their 
duties, whether the) be English or Indians, wherby the) hauenot 
dared to speake when they haue bccnc Commanded 

14 Lastly, It is Concluded that in the breach of any of these 
Articles conclusions by any Gouemor or Officer, and s^pon any 
other lust occasion, 'Ihe most might) King wilbe pleased to giue 
his seuerall firma 7 ics for speedy Justice and redresse in all such 
Iniur)'es , and \ pon neglect therof, to giue condigne punishment 
to the offenders And alsoe to Chop diuers Copp)es of this 
agreement, to be sent by the English Ambassador as well to the 
King of Great Bnttaine for his full assurance of the Amitye 
and leauge concluded, as into diuers parts of the dominions of 
the said Mighty King of India to the end that all his officers may 
without excuse take notice of his Command 

It IS farther agreed and concluded by the sayd Ambassador, 
on the behalfe of the most mighty King of Great Bnttaine, that 
all the shippes and forces of the said English arriuing in any Port 
or Coast of the dominions of the said great Mogull shall suffer all 
Merchanntes to passe and repasse quietly w ith their shipes and 
goodes in Peace, except the enemyes of the said English, or any 
other that shall seeke to injure them , and that all the factors of 
the English residing in any Citty vpon the land shall behaue 
themselues peaceably and Ciuillylike Merchantes without offenng 
wrong to any person what soeuer 

Secondly, it is agreed that they shall bnng and furnish the said 
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mighty KIm with all the nnetyes yearly that they can find and 
wrth any other goodc* or fumhurc of warr which the laid kinc 
shall reasoniblte desire at Indifferent' I'nccs, and that they ihall 
not cooctale any ranetyes or poodc* whatsocaer (the pretenU 
only eic eptedl btJl shall mahe offer to the Goocmori of the Potts 
whCT they arioe, for the vte of the aaid King, for which the 
Gooemor shall afro for the Pnee ftf>d pay for them to theyre 
Content And if it shall happen that sneh Prices cannot be 
agreed rpen, that then the Gouemor shall not take them by force, 
Mt shall sett bis Ouf vpon them, and so ddiner them to the 
factors, to be transported to the Coart, wher they shalbe showed 
the said King, and agreed for by the Actors there resident Pot 
if the said coodes appertaine to any pnuat man, tlui is to depart 
wnh the taw shipes, Uicn the said Gouemor shall pay for them 
at the ddlocry or otherwise restore them to the owner 

Therdly it Is Corxdadcd that the said English shall pay the 
Customc agreed on at the Pone, to say, 3 per Cento and ^ for 
goodes reasonably rated, and a per Cento for Rlalls of eight* ; for 
which rpon Certidkate they shall pay no other Cttslomc in any 
lowne wher they shall passe Ihetr said goodes. 

Fowmhly U ts agr^ that the said English shall In all things 
be ready to ^deastrre and aulst the said mighty King and hts 
SQb}ectes against any Enemy to the Common Peace, as it becomes 
the soWeetf of Kingi mulcally in leauge and Confederacy one 
mih another 

Frnally wberai the PortugaUs haue, Contrary to the lawt of 
Kations, sotmht by scuerall usaulu to Molest the qmett trade of 
the saU English, and haue declared thcmselacs theyre Enemies 
and to keepc In Subjection the Sobiects of the said great King pf 
lo^ Notwithstanding the said M^hty King of great Britlalnc, 
beeing a Frend to Peace and Justice, hath gnicn Commission to 
bis said Ambassador to Conclude and Comprehend the said 
PortugaHes in the said Peace and frendshipc, to the end that 
trade and Commerce might be open and free to all Nations, to the 
grat honor security arid preffitt of the said great King of India, 
and hu subjects, wncrof be the said Ambassador by his letlres 
to the TKCToy of Goa hath made offer and the said Embassador 
doth farther promise that Ifi by the means of the said great King 
or Prince, the said Viceroy (haring showed good aothorilyc from 
t« King of Portngall) will In the space of sa Montbes enter Into 
1 Peace and leauge, he wUbe reddy to accept therof and 
in Case of Rcfusall it shalbe lawfuO for the English on the 

* ]“J?iftial, just : cp. the pethkra hi the Engbsh church Ihorgy for 

ad omilstri lion of justice. 

* Jh« were the otual rates at Soial (both for Imports and eaports) 

c goods. Natives paid only aj per cent. (I O Records 

1616-17 f* 5 ®, and ElUngton's Note-Book). 
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seas as well to Chastice the stubbornes of an obstinat enemie to 
Peace, as alsoe to requite any robberyes made by them, m 
taking any of their shippes, boates, or goodes, wnthout any 
offence to the said great King of India. 

To all which Articles and Conclusions all the foresaid Mighty 
Pnnces haue sett their Chopcs and doe promise faythfull per- 
formance on all Partes on their Royall woordes 

March 27-11 — I attended Asaph Channs answere, but 
could not obteyne yt 

The king was feasted at Asaph Channs house, Normal!, 
the Prince and many attending From the kings house 
to his were veluetts and siikes sowed and layd vnderfootc 
an enghsh mile, but rouled vp as the king passed , much 
talked of, but most ridiculously They reported the 
feast and present cost 6 leeks of ntpias, which is starling 
6o,OQoli , the particulars [blank in MS ] 

April I — The king went ahunting At his returnc he 
sent me two willd hogges by a gentellman . that they were 
kylld by his owne hand, and many fauorable comple- 
ments , which gladded mee, that his Maiestie I pcrceiucd 
w as not incensed against mee. 

April 3 — I rcceiucd answer from Asaph chan that my 
demandcs were vnreasonable and Could not be signed, 
without mention m what Clause or part This I tookc but 
as a braue, knoweing the king had not seene them, or 
else to drawe a bribe, to which, eauen to base and sordidnes, 
he is most open So I resolued to tryc by fairc mcancs, 
and if there were noe remedic to appcalc to the king for 
a more indifferent ludgc 

April 4. — I sent Asaph Chan a lettre expostulating 
some vnkindncsscs and the particulars which he mishked 
in the Articles . offering all tearmes of frendship, if I 
might haue yt on free Conditions The Coppy i*? 
registred.^ 

April 5 — I rcceiucd answer that he had cucr bccnc a 


* At t 93 of the MS It IS sufficiently summarised in the text 
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frcad to the English and would so contincn to mcc if I 
voold follow his counccit that Mocrcbchan and others 
desired that wee should be banbhed, but that hee with 
stood yt , excusing hlmsclfc for sending to mcc to take 
another place, that hee knew not the Customes of England , 
of the articles not one woorcL At night I recdued Icttres 
from Suratt with the partlculan see long desired of the 
Gouenwrs publlquc and priuat abuses, which were soc 
Intollerable that neucr an> Christians endured the like 
from open cnemj*cs. Though these came somwhat late, 
Zulphckcarcon bedng amued at Court and with our 
goodes extorted by force made his Peace much to my 
prejudice who had threatned him before his Commlnge 
and DOW was silent for want of them, yet I resolucd to 
prosecautc my course, but as w*arcl) as I could taking 
occasion \‘pon Asaph Chans antnere to pretend that I 
had forborne cotnplaynlng for respect to the Prince and 
attended to doe nothing without his adulse, which by 
Icttre I requlrd. 

Apnl 7 — I wrote to Asaph Chan about Zulphckcarcon 
and the abuses of Suratt * sending In Persian a gcncrall 
complaynt of the pcrsonall InjuiyTS to the English and 
theu" goodes and with yt three particulars one of the Com 
panyes goodes taken by force from the factors, and of the 
robbenes of priuat men, of hb bribes and extortion, 
the second, of the goodes yet rcmaynlng in the Cuitomc 
bowse dctcyncd by the ludg with bb extortions , the third 
the ntunben of presents glucn voluotarilyc to procure hb 
buour wherby It might appearc wee had not merited the 
least of hb Tyrannyes. Asaph Chan read them all In the 
P*«cnce of my messenger and an sw ere d that if bee might 
recduc certayne knowledg whether the Custorac were 

' See the “rdatloD of abtaei (o lb« Eog&h mercbsitts* in 
r®*, 57 a»*hich,b]rtbe WIT has been wroDflrasslfned la the G »4 .S*./*., 
* 6*7 St (p. 81) to Norembw, 1617 
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dischardged or not, that soe much might be deducted 
toward satisfaction ; the rest, he should bee enforced to 
pay , and hee would procure the Princes order for lustice 
in the wrongs for example m tymes to Come, and alsoe 
glue us a dischardge for the goodes deteyned in the 
Alfandica, with restitution of the bribes, and liberty to 
sell or transport at pleasure, with many promises of frend- 
ship to the English 

April 8 — Master Bidolph returned with my answer that 
I knew not whether the Customes were payd or not, but 
that I did desire he^ might answere and satisfie here for the 
goodes taken by him perforce that howeuer ther remayned 
m the Alfandtca sufficient to dischardge the kmges dues, 
which we prayd warrant to receiue vpon satisfaction. He 
answered it was all reason and that on the morow he would 
enforme the Prince and cause the mony extorted to be 
restored, the debts payd, and a Command sent to Suratt 
for the release and liberty of the goodes, the customes 
beeing dischardged , and if the Prince refused he would 
assist mee m seeking lustice of the king. 

April 10 — I sent to Asaph Chan, who answered he 
had dehuered my seuerall papers to the Prince, who had 
sent them to Zulphekcarcon that hee might peruse them, 
and whatsoeuer Weis due should be payd He was also 
new writtmg the Articles by me demanded with his owne 
hand, saying some woordes were not well placed by my 
translator that he would mend them and procure it 
signed This night came the second Caphtld^ from Suratt 
with Cloth, sent by® a Dutchman new tooke vp and a boye 
that was stewardes mate in the lyon , who had beene 62 
dayes on the way, to the preiudice of sale, great expence, 
and losse of the Company to employ so ignorant and care- 


1 Zulfikdr Khdn 
Under the charge of 


® Caravan (Arabic kdfild) 
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Icssc fcllon-ca. I rcccJucd b> this Ca/aJa 3 cases of bottles 
of Alcf^nl* (the Cases ould and woorth Nothing^ 
aduisc from Master Kemdge of all busincs at SuratL 

Afnl 11 13,—Thc klngwcntto HafazGctnalI*a hunting 
and I could not folloft’ for a Hux that hung on mcc. Late 
at night the king returned. 

Afnl 14 . — I u-ctit to the Dttri'arxxnfS presented the king 
one Case of Allcgant, ¥.hlch hec tookc vtrj gladl> This 
^•as the first t>*mc t savi Asaph Chan after the STiklndncs 
taken at the Gtt^t Ouin v.ho to preuent an> woordcs s'sed 
mec i\ith more curtcs> then xsuall and tould mcc the 
Articles vi-crc read) for the scale and all other mv 
demandcs should bee fulfilld This da) )*our Cape Mcr 
channt at Adsmcrc dispatched a suppl) of Cloth and 
Actors to Agra which 1 urged a month sooner but could 
not prcua>lc, though the >*earc were farr spent 

Afnl iC.— I went to \liltl the Prince Sultan Caronne, 
for though Asaph Chan had \*ndcnakcn the boslncs» yet 1 
fcard hcc was slow and perhapes the Pnnee did expect so 
much obscTuancc from mcc as to speakc to him In m)'ne 
ornic Cause. So I tooke some pouTfull wjtic and In the 
•trength thcrof desired lusllcc against Zulphekcarcon 
offering my four papers of seucralt accusalloni. The Prince 
*ccmcd at first discontent and answered only his debts 
should be payd out of the Customc due when hcc had Con 
fessd them. I rcpl)'ed that was not all I dcsiercd nor 
In that Po)'nt for first I knew him so false he 
'’«>uld ncucr confesse them if that would avoyd It, next I 
expected restitution of bribes, a warrant to deliucr the 
fioodes dctcyncd In Customc house, liberty to transport at 


A Spannh wine, ibea raoch esteemed i so caDed from Its place 

of origin (AHamteX 

I* paaUl Mfh, or Carden of Splendour btrilt by Jthingfr on 
loeAnl Slmr lake. It now serves ns the abode of the Chief Com* 
™«merofAJn>cre MerwinL 
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our pleasure, a declaration that the Gouernor had bclyed 
the king and the Prince in Publishing our banishment, and 
a conformation [confirmation?] of our residence, with 
Justice for all personall Injuries to the example of future 
tymes , which if it were refused mee here, I would appeale 
to the king without abusing my selfe with farther hopes 
Only I desiered the Prince to doe me this fauour, to receiuc 
the Papers and to read them himselfe, for our injuries were 
of soe high a Nature and soe vnsupportable that I did 
assure myselfe of speedy redresse from a Prince of honor, 
when he rightly understood them, which I knew yet were 
dcliucrcd to him with all fauour for my aduersary He 
sayd that Zulphcckcon should be sent for to answer to the 
particulars Hut some replyed yt would be to late, his 
house bceing farr off , wherat I seeing the Biixy of Suratt 
in presence, an honest man and a frond to vs, I tould the 
Prince, for the wronges and forces vsed to vs, his seruant the 
Buxy [was?] present, who could giue both testemony for mcc 
and satisfaction , who speaking as far as he durst, the Prince 
sent for his secretary^ and bad him take my papers, read 
them diligently and examine Zulphecarcon, and make 
warrant that what bribes, extortions, debts, eyther he or 
the ludge of the Alfaudtca had taken (against whom the 
Complaynt was loyntly) should be deducted out of the 
Custome , if it sufficed not, the remayner should be here 
payd : that our goodes should be dcliuered and our abode 
confirmed, with protection from wrong In a woord I had 
an open promise for effectual satisfaction in all my dcsicrs, 
except only some exemplary lusticc vpon his person , 
which when I urged, the secretary answered that the ludg 


* Mulla Shukrull.i, the Pnncc’b diwAn or stcwiird, rather than 
secretary Roc often refers to him by his title of Afz.il Kh.tn, whicli 
\\.isgi\en him by jah.'mgfr, vhen on beh.ilf of his m.ister he prescnlccl 
I’rinee K iran .it court in token of the submission of Utl.upur Under 
Shill J.ih.ln he rose to high office, and died .at I-ihore in J.inu.irj, 

dm 
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of the Ai/anritca should be dfschardgcd of his place for 
his comiptton tmv'ards vt, and that the u-arrantc was 
pawed the scale for his appearance, for that the I’nncc had 
bccne enfoTmed by Asaph Chan of as much as I could 
sa> and for my assurance In uhat he had there Com 
manded he dcslcrcd me to take hls woord It should bee 
cRcctcd to m> full Content In cucr> poy'ixl with all expc 
dlllon that he was sorr) and ashamed of the Injustice 
wee had endured and that hcc would euer doc hls ende 
uour for our Content This Is hcc that almost onl> will 
ncuer recciuc (pilftc rwr present U hen I could obtc)mc 
noc mrwe I was well Content with thK It bccint, the best 
Momin;, tiuil euer wee had In India. 

A/n/ iR. — Agnnorthc CM/trri//of Aqra mulled him sclfc 
to break fastc. He Is one of our best frcndcs, very ndi 
and defends our Nation from nil lnjur>*cs In 
I sent to SocoTola, the rrlncc* sccrctar) to solllcitc 
the Jintt(Wfr Hcc anw'crcd he had drami >t nccordlnp 
to my dc^rc In euer) clause onl> it could not be scaled 
vnlfll the debts demanded by vs wccrc agr e ed srnto b> 
/ulphcckcarcon, who wan then gone nlth Sultan Caronne 
to Hafaa Gcamal but that two dayes after If I would send 
*ny to mcclc ^ulphcckcarcon or hls /»iayr the debts 
should bee ncCTwdcd and all dlspatcheiL 
A/rt/ 19. — Mlrxa. my Neighbour nnd brother in law 
to the Idng came to sisltt mcc and Mtn) d dynner but 
would not cate He beggd cucr> tiling but I picasd him 


I® *^^'c** li»t of presents oemrh ibc f Jln«in|f acrutiDl of tins 
KWkmarii lictja\KMir on iIk: occsikw ** I gmic hbn ncconlmj. to 
U>e testnmo tm'o Lniocs one of wnber nmt ime itf kit, co»t xs^ and 
? ial)lcs of Kbonte amt Eliptuinio inoili worth 3CT Then 

nc ockicrcU mcc 1 1 phaj hi limtficr • pore of lomta, whkli I drtl of 
^ ^tce. AAcr that hcc tkrslrcil miow Lreatcr Lnires ami I khcircd 
tS« *hkh hcc I loke ertrry one. wtthout rotoormi, the f wmer 
1 «»nc«lHt sTinBinncTiy yet I mas Conlenl, l>ccnu»c 

^ **** freodc* wee linoe in lodh and did keepe the 

6i^t frora Mns taken from ihero id Afra 4/J. 


U 
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With a feather, 3 or 4 Pap6r picturs, and an ould pare of 
spurrs 

April 20 — I sent according to appoyntment to meete 
Zulpheckcarcon at Sacarollaes, but neyther hee nor any 
from him would appeare Soe he desiered those deputed 
by mee to come agayne on the Morow and he would take 
order they should not loose more labour. 

April 21 — They returned and Zulpheckcarcons steward 
mett them at the secretaryes, who tooke great paynes tp 
accord the accountes, and with all indifferency and lustice 
assisted them in theyr demandes , but no conclusion could 
be made, the steward almost absolutly denying euery par- 
ticular, and for some few confessed would not consent to 
the price demanded So that concerning the debts it was 
resolued to write to Suratt to examine witnesses & to make 
proofe, and vpon certifficat wee should here be payd But 
this Course seemed to mee tedious and delatorye , so that 
I resolued of another way, receiuing at present a finnan 
for the goodes deteyned in the Custome house, and 
wheras Zulpheckcarcon had devulged that a finnaen was 
granted for our banishment it was playnly declared a lye, 
and Command giuen to entertayne and vse the English 
with all fauour, authorising not only their residence but 
transport and free trade at their pleasures Concerning 
other particular Injuries complayned off long before, for 
which I was offered a fii maen very effectuall, but for a 
Clause concerning the Portugalles I had refused it ^ it was 
now new drawen, that article left out, and offered mee, 
beeing more lardge and ample in many poyntes for our 
redresse , which I alsoe thanckfulhe accepted, resoluing to 
take what I could, and after to seeke remedy for the rest , 
but with that was sent the 3 Articles signed by me long 
before, requiring a fourth that for all armes, as swoordes. 


1 See p 141 



SIR THOMAS ROE* 


163 


1616] 

pieces, and such [they?] should renia)T)e In the Cuslomc 
house and be sould there with some other friuolous motions 
which 1 rejecting absolutl) It was deliucrcd without yt 
and the former articles alsoe forgotten to be remanded 
For m> demand of lustlec against the parsonall nrongs 
ofTered to our Nation I Vi-as answered that Zulpheckcarcon 
did rccriminat and Comptainc as much against thc>T 
extreame drunckennes lyotl quarreling and drawng 
their iwoordcs in the Atfnndtcx against the kings officers, 
and that thcrforc I was to sett one against other and seeke 
to mend both In tyme to Come or If I n-oukl not that 
then the Prince «.*Duld expect that lustlec were liknise 
done \*pon such as had offended 1 knew to m) shame 
(his accusation true and so demurrd of m> resolution to 
prosecute against his person bceing a fauorlll of the 
Pnncci vntlll I had satisfaction In m> other riemandcs 
It being free for me to renew It at m> best advantage. 
Now 1 had man> lutcs a footeand durst not x’entureto 
haue all my deslers at once or none. 

April 23.* — I sent to Sacarolla this proposition to glue 
me another Jirmaen directed to Abram Chan to examine 
our account at Suratt, wher If an> proofc could be made, 
the wittnesses were and for as much as should be made 
manifest, to glue warrant to be deducted out of the Cus 
tome for first to send downc to examine wittnesses, to 
expect answer and after to attend payment, when in the 
meane tyme w-c were forced to clearc the Customc, or 
sufTcr our goodes to lye & take Icssc I thought vnreason 
able. He answered he had labored for \"8, and had drawen 
him* to Confessc most part, to the lumme of 14 or 15,000 
^lamoodtts •* *0 that he was resolued he bad all the rest 

‘ Shtlcopeare*» death-day • Zdlfflcir Khin. 

Th® wa* ft Goldrdt coin which drcnlated extenuTtly In 

j Terry can* h “ftbom twetre pence tterhngj* Peyton »ayi it 
oC which 53I were eqatvalent to ftn En^^lish shilling 
account of the coinage of India is Interesting He says 

1 6 * u 2 
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and therfore would putt him to sweare to euery particular 
by the Princes head, which was as much as could be done in 
the case of any Subject, and when he had answered wee 
should receiue a firmaen for all togither Further he sayd 
that 700 and odd ryalls of 8 specifyed in our bill to rest in 
the Custome house was sent to the Prince in specie, for 
which we should haue warrant 

April 25 — Seeing this could not be effected with expedi- 
tion I sent downe the two finnaens receiued to Suratt, with 
advise how I would proccede in thcbusines, giuing warning 
to arme themsclues with what proofe could be made against 
that which Zulpheckcarcon should here forsweare. 

I’o THF Factors at Surat 
f^Addl MS 6115, f 93 ) 

26 Apnl, 1616 

You may thinck I haue forgotten to write, so teadious vneer- 
taintyes having shutt up all occasion I was willing to effect 
somwhat, and by the passadge therof to make ludgment of our 
estimation here and what wee might discreetly hope for m tymes 
to Come, as well in resjiect of our reception, as of our meanes to 
continew this trade from England , soe that nowe I ■will giue 
you particular answers to all the parts of your lettres, as also some 
gLnerall aduises and obseruations of myne owne 


(p 1 19) “The Coyn or Bullion brought thither from anyplace is 
prcbcntly melted and refined and the Mogol’s stamp (which is his 
Name and Titles, m Persian Characters) put upon it The Coyn there 
IS more pure than in any other part of the World, being (as they report) 
made of pure Silver without any Allay , so that in the Spanish Money, 
the purest of all Europe, there is some loss They call their pieces of 
Money Roopecs, of which there are some of divers values, the meanest 
worth two shillings and three pence, and the best two shillings and 
nincpcnce sterling By these they account their Estates and Payments 
They have another Coyn of infcnour value in Guzarat called 
Mauioodics, about twelve pence sterling , both the former and these 
are made in halfs, tand some few in quarters , so that threepence is the 
least piece of Silver current in those Countryes, and very few of them to 
be seen That which passeth up and down for exchange under this 
rate is Brass or Copper money, which they call Ptces, whereof three 
or thereabouts countervail a penny Those ptccs are made so massie 
iind thick as that the b.iser metal of which they are made, put to other 
uses, IS well nigh worth the Silver they arc rated at Their Silver 
Coyn IS made either round or square, but so thick as that it never 



sm THOMAS nor 


1616 I 


iGs 


The ContlnuInRC of !hi 5 mde ronMiti pimnpally on t»o 
I o)Tn% ouf j,*ood rcccplion and pniiLlctliCrs to Ik. oirtcyned and 
pcrfcFtmcd to w here and the v-ent of our oune comodityo. 
UTtbout the one, wee fannol al^-dc with Honor, without the other 
»ec will not, to no luoHilt I m our fcrqitHm and priuilcdpr* 
they Uand on douhtfull Icarmca and will runne the chaunce of 
fortune hoT the Kin^ rr'ticcti.'t »tT) well and i% ready in 
pram all rcaNonaWc demando t»at tht-. alTectjon Hirtxd and 
not ruiurall, and thcrfori. rmt |*ertnancnt nor anured pround to 
huild on, llic iSincr didiLca and lhou,.h he fau(»ur no 
Chmtbn, jet the I <ma,.al| intr>t, and halli jilcadtd for him 
(>‘ndct |irctmce of more ptofitt to Hrt Port di'^Liinfull> a^V1ng 
what wee Imnp Hut Cloth and Knioo) Now ihiv dt jimition u 
Katurall, HVe to Contmew amlm tyme vpon all aduantapcMo 
wootke or wcaicoui hi-. fall>cn Kttcr oinniom whieh ii alt l>cM 
but fcarc and tcrnpofiMog for tf cuvt the I otiopall can piue 
one blowc, werare lent here Vox our ictond foundation 

of fHir rcMdcTKC In thuNc jians the tcntinp of our ownc Como- 
dytyc, though I hauc no vckitl in |unieular nieti handi/e >el 1 
vnlTcrully dtvreme they «dl Mwincr and favicr weaken hca 
then the want of imuflcdprs for I see no t oniodiiyc that mil 
ptoueuanic and ccnaynly ^'cnda 1 He able to rcturnc a shipycarl) 
Our Cloth will not off m many jxaie* here I am i«cT^wadeil tw^iy 
win nut wHl the King i% t lultcd with tlw last and no man 
tepuardck 11 bwooido at*. woor« lead and teeth, if they mil 
\ent, )el mil they bde bstcr out then horn*. 1 or one yean, 
gould or iiluered tHuettev ( rogramc-s Chamltlls and ^^lk ituffew 
may kcruc w, but con^u^lly noethin}. So that mjr opinion is 
bfe^y vedng our *tate annol bcare the e>i>ortalion of mony 
except »omc new trade an be discoucred from the lost to aeruc 
ihi’* Kuipdomc It mu%t fall to giound by the weakno of ills 
ownc leggs • 


break* nor «ear* out They haic pore frf>W Loyn likewise, wmiL 
P*ece* of iffcat s-alue ; but these ore not tcry orditunlj setn nmimtii 
them. 

‘ Thu letter Initiated on Intetctimj. corTwpoodcncc on the pT«pccts 
of ihe trade and the drain of slher fr<»m fcompe which it eruikiL 
Wrhujp on the aOth uf the following rnonih, KcttW^c ami hk 
^Icajfoe* aniwered the ambassador’s remarks a* foUiws **lt 
b«h honher pltwied your I,ord*hip to iosKlc on the pTim.ipal ncccv- 
*ary Gia>et hor the Continuance of rwir trade the one our pood 
mewlon and pnuilldpcs, the other the vent of our Lominmlillcs. To 
the tVit, hi hath not Wne vmlcriiood (•* wee conctaiuc) tlmt our 
enterUjrament proceeded from affeetion, but rather Ihrouph henre, 
oaxuloined by the example of Sir Henry Myddkirm ncnlhcr k lit 
the pnoce* want of afltctlon tmljr Imt the poniBgalcv bringing, in 
^ more Proffitt* by Costume* and presents then wee ami the mcr 
d>l* yiact are *l*oe vndone by oor trade to the S*wthwanlv 
which hath taken (a* wee may terme hi) the mcotc out of their 
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April — I receiued intelligence that the Prince caused 

one of his seruants at the Durbar to aske the king why he 


mouthes and overthrowne their trade that way, besides the oppression 
and wrong- done them (Cheefely For our cause) by the portingales, 
soe that of Feared euills they chose in appeareance the leaste, though 
It haue prooued otherwise, For since oiir Coming this porte is \ndone, 
which in their greefs they spare not somtymes to tell vs , and, had 
the portingals m their enterpnses against vs prevayled (as your lord- 
ship nghtly aleageth), wee had ere now bine expulced Soe that, as 
our entertaynment was in a manner Forced, our pnuihdges and good 
vsadge (if at all as wee Feare) must accordingly bee obtayned and Con- 
tinued For the second Foundation (the vendeing of our Comodities) 
we make no question but that store of goods may bee brought which 
will yeald both good profhtt and ready monys heere Lead, Tynn 
and dyuers others are staple Commodities, 150 or 200 choise 
cloths will sell alsoe to good proffitt , swords and the like are of 
small importe , in lew wherof dyuers other things may bee brought, 
and though perchaunce they Fade on yeare in present sales, yett 
merchants are to seeke out and sende (at adventure) whatsoeuer 
may bee hoped will yeald benneffitt And though all these should 
Fade, the Commodities of this Country may haue such Currant vent 
in some of our neighbour lands as will produce more ready Coyne 
then the Company shall neede to send heyther to supplie this trade ” 
(I O Records i>urat Records^ 841, f 36) Roe returned to the 
subject on the 19th June(d/ 5 , f 104) “Without mony this trade 
will fall, which IS one motiue not to be too base to hould it vp That 
these Comodityes will vent for sduer in other Countryes our neighbors 
is no answere , for this \stlver'\ comes not out of England which is 
now bent, and wee are as well members of Europe as Citizens of Eng- 
land, which is but one lymne and if the whole growe poore wee beare 
our proportion But the losse is more particular , for if wee did not 
send mony this way, the Merchant, who often sould for mony, gott 
more by returning it in specie very often then by in\esting it , and so 
It Came to the Kings mynt, which now cryes like a hungry belly 
against this trade.” The factors replied (23rd Julyj with some 
spint “ That the Commodities from hence vendinge for silver in 
other Countryes Can be no aunswer, vnder Correction of your better 
Judgment we apprehend it otherwise. For silver which Comes not 
thither Cannot Com thence, and consequently the state hath neither 
benefitt or preiudyce , but Commodities Carryed from hence and 
transported to Forrain partes geves Double Custom, the proceede 
wherof by reimployment bnngeth Continuall proffitt both to the 
state and Commonwealth Our being members of Europe as Citizens 
of England were a verry good reason to Consider our proportion of 
the generall poverty, if the members of Europe were also citizens of 
England , who, seking their owne benefitt, waj e not our Losse , As 
the duche transport a pound to our shillmge, the Portingal little lesse, 
besydes the somes Convayed from many partes of Chnstendom into 
Turkay And more particularly, the monyes sent this waye, if the 
trade were not, would be transported into Turky in grater somes to 
procure the Commodities of this place. Besides which, we intreat 
your Consideration that all the silver landed heer this yeere amounteth 
not to aboue 4000 li sterlinge, wheras the goodes retomed vpon the 
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x'jed M) pood Counlcmticc lo the Ftipluh that for Ihclr 
cause the PortupalU i^crc barred the Port of Suratt who 
brought more proffitt to the king as man> Pallaccs* 
Pearler and lewcltcj wheras the I npHsh came onl> to 
seelc proffitt with Coth Swoortlcs and kniues of Ultlc 
estimation. The king answered onI> It was true but 
who cemtd mend Uetcb) the Princes pood aCTccUon 
was manifest, and I had faire warning to be u’atchfull and 
to stud) to preserue oursducs In the kinges grace In which 
onl> wee were safe but I resolucd to take notice of this 


Lyen amoBalcih lo lamer tjmet ibe som, ibe test it pfocwJe of Com 
modiiWi . ihc Coilom mhemf witl bnnse mmr prtrfn to ihe Klnjjei 
Coflen iheo ibc warn of a firr irtrat« quaoicijre of *il\rr lo be 
CujTied In hii mmi j mhabr 70a majr* be plcjwnt 10 oercca^c the 
Crje In ibis mpea it nitnoot Ornie koc. in a ^her Ictier 
of ihc aah Aojwt C 1 14X icjomed »Hh some iitpcn()r ihai he 
"doubted ootliut lhat the klof may jpiTnc in Cosiomes »her the 
Common wealth doth low. that enclaoa mi^ht profitt by Eurvpes 
dctnmrnt hot ! proposed « penerall Cate, wbeno if the Poirh 
aad rortacall fayle In their duties, it doth iwt follow p»o sbmid 
err m your ludcmeni. Howeoee you etteeme that little krste 
(be Parhameet of Eftttand, wbUb Is the tptiitt and soole of the 
wTsedome of Eoclan^ more vakwet 10,000// mooy 10 regard of 
•obstaenall wnlib then toevooo in ettinuiion m ChWu dishes 
liTket, spicn, dyes and trash, coDtame In one jearr the fucll 
of yearrfy p^e tod riottonyi for lO the reede or pcnll of the 
Commonwe a lth none 01 these will »*tl out a fleete to sea nor nay an 
army And If thdr atrthorytye nievalle with >00. know If the last 
[ 71 / AdMed rsr/iamfnt (1614X f" srAi/l A’n/ A*J $mI tfj mrmhrr 
for 7 iurtrer/Aj had pr oceeded they had limited both this and the 
Torklih Company suppoiinc the Cry* of the Kings mynt to be 
as moumfuH a beansg as if tiK itrer the fesmtayne of blood should 
complayne In a nilttralt body For they Consider not like you that 
more pcrofiii came to the Kings coffers by Customes of East IndLs 
Eo^es then would arise by all the loooy that is transported | bni 
tj^ rtjrarded that so much mooy In England were more esteemabic 
all that goods to the Common wealth, for that what socuer 
comes in by Customes rs the Kings owne and is payd by the roon^ 
ycea dy In the land but the sducf that Comes to the mynt is as u 
new begotten and added to the atocke of the kingdome, and is 
property of dben men beeinc eofranehiied and natnralUed by 
T stampe and Impaeulon," 

It ^ be noticed that the factors, io defending the eipon of silver 
from Englaixl, took the Unc of argument adopted 6 \t yean later by 
TTw^ Mun b bis Dlsamru 0/ Trmdr 

The Balaas ruby really a rose red arincUe. The word is said to 
bo a connptloo of BmIoJcAM trt BoA^hski from Badakhshin, their 
place of ongm. 
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and to make proofe if I could settle k better opinion in the 
Prince of our Nation 


To Master Lescke, Minister ot Gons Wooun at Suratt * 
(I O Records O C, No 359) 

Adsmcrc, April 27, 1616 

Mr Lescke, 

I should haue beene glad to hauc heard some newes from the 
church, for of the world I hauc dayly too much F/irm necmeest- 
Though It was not my good happ to sec you at my comming 
away, yet I left my well wishes, and shalbc glad to hcare of you 
and fVom you Much I cannot doe, but both your place (to which 
1 euer owed reuerence), your sincere camadge (to which I must 
testefye), command me to offer any thing in my powre, which )ou 
shall freely vse w'hen you will make tryall I know too well how 
slightly the minister)' is regarded, but he that considers the saying 
of our sauiour he that despiseth mce, despiseth him that sent 
mee, will know god takes the Injuryes offered to his delegates as 
done to him I write not that I doubt any such measure toward 
you (your owne grauetye w'lll withstand yt; , but that 1 may Ictl 
you know my desire to carry straw to Gods building, and that I 
had rather wayte on the temple then in the courts of Princes 

If you expect news from mce, I must freely say I neuer 
Imagined a Prince so famed would hue so meanly All his 
wealth is no woonder Ihe I^orose, at which tyme all is ex- 
posed, IS a poore may game Religions infinite, law’es none 
In this Confusion what can bee expected ? 

I haue little els to say, but that which is most matenall for mee, 
that you will remember mee in your prayers God hath dealt 
mercifully with mee, and (as I may say) hath visited and yet 
redeemed mee , for I haue had a long tyme of sicknes and am 
euery day relapsing, yet his mercy hath often raysd mee. His 
name be praysd euer So, with the assurance of my good hart 
toward you, I committ you to the tuition of him who nether 
bruseth the broken reed nor quencheth the smoking flaxe 

Your assured frend, 

Tho Roe 


^ This letter has been reproduced in fac-simile its brevity, and the 
fact that It IS entirely in Roe’s hand, rendering it especially suitable 
for that purpose 

The Rev William Lescke had come out in the same fleet as the 
ambassador, having been appointed chaplain to the burat factory 
He did not get on well with his flock, and, in January, 1617, he 
removed by Pepwell and sent home on charges of licentiousness and 
drunkenness brought against him by the factors 
^ Luke X, 42 
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A/nl 37 — I Adul^d Asaph Chan what had passd con 
ctmmR ZulphccUcatcon who rcltimcd me that I shouW not 
abate one Pice 

Afni 3b. — I sent to SocarnlU nho answ.'crcd that 
Zulpheckcarcon had bcenc putt to swcarc according to 
promise to the particulars \*nconfcs^ and that hec had 
Craued 3 da)es to call all hts people to account nhat had 
bcenc taken without his knonledgc or not in his Memone 
which was granted , and that the Jirmocn for the 700 Riall 
of Eight' and the debts Confessed was read) but to end 
togcathcr it was detc> ned VTitill the expiration of this l> me, 
when wee should hauc satisfaction In all 

Af>n!2^—\ roadc to \lsltl Asaph Chan in the Morning 
but hec was adccpc. At night I went to the Durixxr about 
m) articles from the King which were of most consequence. 
Asaph Chan after man) Compicmcntcs excusing his 
sluggishnes, dcslercd me to take no care for them he 
would gett them signed aqd send them that he lookc so 
to hart our basines that I might rest secure, and that he 
needed no other remembranetr then bis afTectlon to mcc. 
This ouermuch kindnes w'as suspitious to mcc. but I 
seemed to bccleuc it sincere. So I desired him to tell the 
king I had wme wync left, which beginning to be harti I 
durst not present not know clng how hec liked >'t but if 
it were agrcablc to his Majestic I would send it to the 
Gnuti chan which he accepted and \ performed. 

ApiJ yx — I sent to Socorolla who answered hec would 
roakc a warrant for the payment of as much as was Con 
feased which should bee ready on the Morenve. 

At night Etlman Dowlctt,* father of Asaph Chan and 


ItimidH^daoU (IKm CbUsuddfn Mnbnmnud). After hi» 
“*o|Jlert mamajre to Jabinglr he w*$ given s high p«l «t coart, 
^ h% doe* not •eero to ha« uVen an ■ctire part in the idmmbtni 
ooo. He *1* kind to Hawkini at the Uroc of the butert vbh ( Veytgts 
^4UX 
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Normall, sent me a basquett of Muske-Millons with this 

/ 

Complement that they came from the handes of the Queene 
his daughter, whose seruant was the bearer 

May 1 — I solhcited Socorolla for the warrant for our 
debt, but insteed therof receiued that Zulpheckcarcon had 
not swoorne to all particulars demanded, beeing loath to 
venture perjurye, and therfore would on the Morowe send 
Hoja Nasson to my house to agree on euery poynt, and soe 
eyther pay mee ready mony at Adsmere or by bill of ex- 
change at Suratt at my Choyce 

May 3 — I receiued lettres fiom the factory of Amadavaz 
that because they had demanded the 5 CXD rupies taken from 
them, by virtue of the kings command sent them, the 
Gouernor, Abdella chan,^ beeing returned from the Armie 
in Decan, sent the Cuttwall to take theyr howse perforce 
for one of his trayne They resisted, and craued releefe 

May 4 . — I went to Asaph chan to acquaynt him with this 
affront and desiered his Councell, pretending I was vn- 
willing to Complayne to the king and prouoke his indig- 
nation against a great man who had Contemned his 
Majesties finnaen that Commanded all sort of good \sage 
to our Nation, both because I would not on euery slight 
occasion trouble his Maiestie nor willingly draw on me 
the hate of the Nobilitye (who would all partake against a 
stranger) if I could by any faire way procure remed) e and 
enjoy our libertyes with good liking He gaue me great 
thanckesand assured mee hee would see my redresse should 
be speedy and efifectuall that therfore hee desired mee to 
forbeare according to my proposition that hee would 
write on the Morrow to Abdella chan and to two other 

* Abdala KhAn, governor of GujArdt, who had just prosecuted an 
unsuccessful campaign against the Dekhan kings As will be seen, 
he was soon after recalled to court in disgrace, but was pardoned 
through the influence of Pnnee Khurrani He was a strong partisan 
of the latter, and took a prominent part in his rebellion In the 
subsequent reign, Abdala KhAn earned the title of Ffruz Jang by 
his suppression of KhAn JahAn’s insurrection He died in 1644 
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frcndcs he had there, who should be solidtom for the 
Ent^lish and that tf after that he Contincued to Iniurc us 
he uould cause him to be sent for and to answ-erc yt to 
the king Wjth this I rested Content About my articles 
he sa>‘d thc> were In some places obscure that he had 
Qcard them to the king and would procure them signed 
that he was ncucr l>ar nor of a double hart that I should 
find him so ready to doc m> Nation an> scrulcc as our 
cause were his ownc. Only hcc sa>'d we brought not so 
cunoustoyes for the king as did the Portugal! , to which I 
answered fully, and to glue him prtxjfc I dcsiered a Sente^ 
In what sorts the king w'ould most delight, which hcc 
promised naming for the present Pictures in brassc, the 
CouUoTS layd in cspcciall) a basson and rnvTC of such 
woork some coulorcd french muff or I’lush some good 
cloth of gould and sHucr some sutes of Arras In great 
Imager) and fine a addle and fdid Caparison, but 
aboue all an English horse and for our Cloth the finest 
sort, wherof the king would buy quantct>*es I repl>^ 
that the Company could hardl) venture upon Cloth of high 
pnee and the richest clothes of gould vnlcsse thev were 
sure of vent for toyes they would furnish the king of gulft 
hut mattres of great chardge theyr gayncs would not 
bearc but If he would settdowne the particulars and quan 
trtyes and prices and glue the kings Chop that they should 
be taken off and payd for I would promise his desire should 
be satisfied fully , which he sayd he would enforme the 
king Hee drew the swwrd 1 wore and with extraor 
dbarie Commendations prouoked mcc to ray It was at 
hii serulce. He answered hcc was no man of Complement 
^at to take a swoord from soc good a frend was held 
^luclcye I rcplycd the excuse was not strong enough 
against the affection with which It was offered that with 


* A written fist (tee p. 70). 
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VS one frend gaue another a swoord vvhcn he was to vse 
yt He sayd small perswasions would seme from mee 
that he would vse yt at my seruice , and with more Com- 
plements then any Parisian tooke yt He invited mee 
to dinner some dayes after (but naming none), where he 
promised to be merry and drinck wync with me as a 
Curtesye So I tooke leaue About two howers after he 
sent hib steward with 20 Musk-mellons for his first present 
Doubtlesse they suppose our felicitye lyes in the palate, 
for all that euer I receiued was eateable and dnnckablc^ 
— yet no aitruvt potahile 

May 5 — In the Morning Came a Mogull Merchant 
from Hoja Nasson to desier a Peace, offering to bring 
Zulphcckcarcon to my howse and to make eauen the 
accounts and to pay the mony here or at Suratt I replycd 
I was ready to forgiue some Injuries, but his abusing my 
Master would alway stand bctweenc vs vntill he made 
amendes for the debts I desird him to dine with mee on 
the Morow, when I would be ready to make my demandes , 
which hee promised At night I sent to Asaph chan for 
the 3 promised lettres Hee answered the Procurator of 
Abdela chan was newly arriued at Court, with whom he 
had beene so round that he doubted not of good satisfaction 
to the english that he was to returne in few dayes that it 
had beene his watch,- which hindered him for performance 
of his promise, which hee would presently fullfill desiring 
to send for them in the Morning This day I receiued 
lettres from Agra complayning of theyr house , but they 
had it rent free and it was lardg, and I held it not fitt to 
trouble the king vnnecessarilye 

* Presents of fruit were very usual compliments , sec favemicr, 
Passim 

- The nobles were required to take turn in mounting guard 

“ It IS the custome of all those th.it rcceiuc pay or liuing from the 
King to watch once a week, nunc excepted, if they be well, and in 
the Citie” (Hawkins’ Voyaccs, p 432) , see also Pavemicr’s Voyages 
(ed by Ball), I, p 381 
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6.— CAmc Hoyja Nasson to account for Zulpheck 
carcons debt After some particulars read for want of 
one to write on their sides, he dcstrd that some English 
might cari) on the Morow come to his howsc wher should 
mcctc a stmane^ and finish that busincs and that ready 
mon) should be dcliucrcd or bills to Suratt at rhoysc to 
which I agreed, and dcsslgncd Masters ftidolph and Felli 
place* to attend jT, This da) I dispatched for Amada\*az 
3 Icttres from Asaph chan one to the Gouemor Abdala 
chan the other to his brother /udgar chan the third to 
Abba] the Ittuj signifing both the kings pleasure for the 
good cntrcalment of the hngli^h am! his owme desire and 
Cauour on their part pcrsn-ading to sufTcr them ab)'dc 
in their house and to vic thc)T tndc with frccdomc, for 
that otherwise Comp1a)*nLs would be addressed to the king 
by the Ambassador to whom hh Maicstic had promised 
speed) lustlce. I wrote nl«ic to Abdala chan in fa)TC 
Icarmcs to procure him mv frend. knowing the casc)*csl 
h the safest way but withalJ Jetting him know I must 
perfonne ray duty if he neglected hla. Tlic Copp) Is 
rcjpstrcd.* 

^‘*7 7 — Ho)’a Nasson could not Attend our account 

8. — They Mett and the ^cmta»e of / ulphcckcarcon 
was present Thc) Chargctl him by particulars, wherof 
some hec denied- The Conclusion was that Hoya Nassan 
would goc to him and showc him our dcmandcs and per 
*wadc him to pa) vs If not we should on thc Morowc 
fccciuc a resolute answcrc. Toda) I rccciued Icttres from 
Amadauaz that thc Fnglish were remoued out of their 

' A tenrener ur wnier (l*art. turivij0). 

Hi tctlplacc uppesr* to have arrived al Sorat lo DownlDn** 

r”** ilewniai Ajmm till Ihc notomn nf 1616, when ho proceeded 
10 Ajfro, rctumlDg to the roraJ camp a few bier Ho died 

M Afraabet May 1631 Roe pmbed him at “a tIkM uuemer 
wu Dot ottdy maiched. 

* See 1 98 of, be MS 
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howse by the Gouemors order, but without force , in which 
tliey were too hastie, for they wrote to me for redresse, 
which I sent within two dayes, and they would not attend 
an answere, to the great losse of the Company 

May 9 — Hoya Nassan returned this answere that 
Zulpheckcarcon had Confessed many particulars denied by 
his Scrt 7 iano, and the rest hee doubted not but hee would 
pay, for that hee desiered peace and Frendship with mee , 
and that in two dayes it should be finished At Noone 
the late Btixy of Suratt came to visitt me, one well fauoured 
by the Prince, with whome, knoweing the qualetye of our 
Iniuries, having beene an eye-wittnesse,^ I had some Con- 
ferance about Zulpheckcarcon, m whose behalfe hee spake 
to make agreement I tould him in conclusion that I 
would be noe longer delayed if in 2 dayes Zulpheckcarcon 
did not ingenuously confesse the Iniuries and debts, and 
glue me satisfaction, I would acquaynt the king not only 
with his villany toward vs but with the oppressions of his 
subjects, his robberies and all his Tiranney exersised in 
his Gouerment, and in particular of the forcing the house 
of the Gouernor of Gundiuee’^ & taking all his goodes and 
drow'ening his Mother, keeping him in a dungion to preucnt 
Complaynts He promised mee his endeuour to end all 
m the prefixed tyme 

At iiight the king sent me a woeman slaue, seruant to 
Normall, who for some offence was putt away I w^as 
loath to receiue her, it beeing Midnight, but the officers 
would take noe refusall, having Command to deliuer her 
to myselfe, that I was enforced to lett one come into 
my bedside with her , and soe receiued her, a graue 
woeman of 40 years I demanded her fault The officer 
answered the king bad him assure me she was honest, only 


' See p 160 

- Gandcvi, a town and port 28 miles S E of Surat, now in Baroda 
terntorj’ 
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shec had ofTcndctl the «t>cnun The pnrtlcutars shcc after 
tould me. For that nl^hl I wa^ forced to lodge her In m) 
dmlngc loome and carl) In the Momingc I 5cnl to A^ph 
Gun to glue the king thanckc^ but that a wocman 
\Tifil for m> hou^e that >hcc had some Frendcs on uhom 
I w-ould bc5lowc her if it might not bee displeasing to the 
king shcc haWng bccnc soc nearc hW Person. 

Thu night I was encompassed ssjih ficr ilhmngbcgane 
on 3 »)dcs one wherof wassocschcmcnt tlut It Consumed 
man) thousand how jcs. Wee were all at our doorc read) 
to shift for tree had bcenc' forced to loose all our goodcs. 
Thcr were burnt In one house 14 woemen and some men 
and man) others olhcnvcrc. M) house Master Fdisardc-s 
bulltc a]) of strawe sides and tops* so lliat It neither kept 
Witw)*nd dust norra)ne to our Infinite di*eomodil)'C and 
were MghtI) afra)ctl of our hues the ficfs bang soc 
Common that to m) remembrance no night did escape 
Without some and soc temWe In the wjndes that all the 
ttrecls beeing of stran howscs and man) places Gras.se, 
ha) Come, and wood piles that there hath becnc no possi 
bHil) to come nearc It licking up all cauen to the Townes 
It had becnc Ihncc within a quo) Is Cast of m> 
house but the w)nd fauoured or else uc had lost all Soc 
that, bccing Prest b) the Mcrchannts whose goodcs were 
vtlcrl) lost If the ficr took \*s and for our seciintic having 
scarce had one night of rest, and finding b) m)'ne owme 
cxpcriincc 1 could build sufficient roomes of brickc and 
lomc ficr free cucry way for lease mon> thc[n] Master 
Edwardcs hts steward spent In straw I resolued to pull all 
downc, which I did in one day and m ten after 1 had 
finished 7 good Roomes, wherby the English shall Now 
bee s ufficiently howsed for 20>cars with some reparation 

of bamboo or some kind of reed such nt/cAa balldlngs 
p. India, Roe bad pm*Io^)r added some rooms (see 

1 ' 
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by reason of the violent raynes, and secure both in theyr 
goodes and Persons 

May 10 — Asaph chan sent me woord that, by reason 
the wocman sent by the king had beene ncare the king 
and queene and putt away in Cholar, he wished mec not 
to giue her libertie before he had spoken with the king , 
gluing me thanckes for my respect towardes his Maiestie 
in sending before I deliuered her^ 

May 12 — I rcceiued answer that hce would send a 
Banian for her, and kccpe her vntill the king might forgiue 
or dispose her , for I was in trouble with her, but had 
placed her in a seruantcs house that was Mamed This 
night Hoya Nassan sent woord I should know a resolution 
concerning the debts of Zulphcckcarcon on the Morrowe 
This day I dispatched an advise to Suratt^ 

May 13 — I receiued answer that hee had labored in the 
busincs and had drawnc him to agree to pay 17 thousand 
Mamodoes^ which was all hce could doc, and dcsicrcd 
mec to accept it It was 2900 lesse then the bill sent 
of the publiquc and priuat debt, but in consideration 
some things were ouerrated, both on the Companycs 
bchalfe as alsoc of priuat mens, and that the losse was 
not very great, cuery man beeing to bearc a part, I sent 
Master Ihdolph to sec If [in] this offer the 750 nallcs 
acknowledged by the Prince and the bribe of the ludge 
of the Alfandica were not comprehended, but that those 
should be payd apart, then I gauc him order to make a 
finall end, knowcing it better to loose somewhat then 
wholy to draw the Princes indignation toward vs, who 
much dcsicred an end of this question , but withall I bad 
him make tryall to aduance as much more as could be 


* In I letter to Sunit a month l.itcr, Roc humorously summed up 
the tokens he Ind receued of the kmi,'’s libcr.ihty as consistmt; of 
hoijps flesh, de.irc, a theefe and .1 ^^horc ” 

- I he letter »s i;i\cn on f 99 of the MS 



SIR THOMAS ROE. 


77 


t6i6] 

poltcfi tnlhout open u-arr He returned trith annvcrc that 
all Comprehended In thl< ofler and that I muM pluc a 
Rcncrall acquittance for an> further demand for that hce^ 
had taken on him to the Ro>alIc5 of eight and to 

Dcarc all qoc\tioni anil that If I utjuld not accept of thii 
I should wk rcmcdic If t 'houed papers he had papers 
to anxKtr them (Thus Confident he hare hlmNclfc on the 
I’nnec) and that hce did ofTer to pa) uhat hcc could 
prouc, which was not halfc bccing taken on the na) 
In the boale and in the Townc mthoul an> order At 
huemng I sent the I'nncct vcrclanc woord of ihi ans^s-cr 
that 1 "•as rc^i^ued to Comp\a>'nc to the king and ihit 
haWng attcmial soc long for rc<j>cet onl) of the I’nncc 
1 hoped hoc would not be displeased He ansHcred hec 
wntjld acqua)nt the I nnee wh-M I ^Id for his ownc 
parte he would no longer diinadc mcc from scekin lustlcc 

1 sent alsoe to Asaph chan to the same effect and to Iclt 
him know that he should not bee «ci>c in the busmes to 
displease the Prince but that I would dcliiier m) Com 
pla)^! In wTiling mv sclfc I onl) dcsicrcil hb faunrabic 
good utKrfd to the king In our bchalfc lie gauc me 
many Ihancks for Ihli respect towani him but hec cn 
treated mcc for hU sake to forbcarc a fesr da)*cs that 
hce Viould speake with the Prince and 7uIphcckcarcon and 
procure an end, Hec dcsicrcd I would not stand for 

2 or 3 thousand Matnode^s for the Princes sake and his 
that other W3)cs it should not bee lost that he spake this 
f n kiuc, knmrdrrg the Princes affection li» /nlphcckircon 
and his v'nrcaconsiUblc disposition that wee should ncoer 
hauc quiett at buratt whilcst hec was lord thcrof without 
da) He ComplaynLs to the king which would much pre 
jodicc VH to sett the father against the sonne and giuc 
great aduantage to our ciicmycs. He sent a scruant 


» 7iilfifctr Khdn, 
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for my woeman and I was very glad to retume my 
present 

May 1 5 — I sent Asaph chan an antidote for poyson,^ 
giumg thancks for his free dealing and fauour, and, that he 
should see what power eyther the Prince or himselfe had 
to Command mee, I would venture beyound my authontye 
to giue away that which was non of myne owne, and that, 
if hee pleased to spend one hower to hear vs both, he 
should be ludg and decide the difference He replyed he 
would not meddle in that kinde, the Prince beeing in a sorte 
a party, for he had most of the goodes , but he assured me 
he had dealt the night before very effectually with the 
Prince and that hee had not receiued any other then a 
Generali answere that the Next day, if he could procure 
It, hee would send me a resolution if I hard not from him 
in 4 dayes then I should vnderstand he could doe noe 
good , and bad me make readye a petition in the name of 
the Merchannts to the king, and hee would giue mee all 
my [his?] assistance 

May 16 — I dispatched a lettre to the Gouernor of Agra® 
concerning a debt oweing by his brother, to see if with faire 
woordes I could procure it, hauing soe many of that kinde 


^ Probably a bezoar-stone , they were “ much used m India against 
all poyson and other diseases” (Lmschoten, n, I43)> thence 
derned their name (Pers pddzdr) In Apnl, 1617, Roe asked 
Rangham to procure for him a few of these stones, adding some 
particulars which are sufficiently interesting for quotation “For 
Bezars,” he says, “ ther are 3 sortes , the best are of Persia, others 
from Malacca, the last of Masolapatan and Ben^alm The best 
are a blackish-greene of Persia The Prices m England are 
about 3// an ounce , if the stones be great and whole they are woorth 
5/z To avoid Counterfay tes with a very hot needles poynt 

peck them If it make noe signe, they are not false , if the nedle 
enter or bume them, they are made ones The best tnall of the 
virtue IS to lay them in Buffles milke, and the best will tume it like 
runnett and those are nch ” Roe himself seems to have been rather 
sceptical of their efficacy, at least in ordinary diseases , for when, in 
1624, the Queen of Bohemia commissioned him to procure some for 
her, he wrote that “ Sir Thomas Smyth is alway furnished plentifully, 
yet they will not cure his gowt " 

* See f 99 of the MS 
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that WTAild Clo)* * * * c the king and this some t>mics prouca the 
best and is ever the easiest way This Eucninngc the 
kmg ft'cnt to Pocara* 4 Count ofT Adsmcrc a \lllagc of 
the hanmans uherc they resort for devotion full of their 
Pagodcs and other gcntllitiall Impictjxs, When they hauc 
any solcmnit>c he \'scth to xisitt it for aporU 
1 /rt/ 21 — The King relumed from Pocara. 

Maj 22 — I went to the Durbar to xlsItt the king and to 
desicr his authontic to hauc one Jones a >'outh that uas 
runn awa) from me to nn Italian and protected himselfc 
vnder the name of the king to the infam> of our Nation. 
The king gauc order for hU dcliuerie but the l*nncc xsho 
eucr wajied oportunit>*c to disgrace our Nation for the 
Cause of his fauorittc /ulpheckcarcon (lixith whom I was 
new!) broken off from conference and had sent the Prince 
woord I would noc longer forbcarc openinge my Cause to 
the king) mooued the king m priuatl to ^d for the 
youth first which at the Guulmnn he did And the 
Pnnee giumg him countenance, he raylcd to my face with 
most xirulcnt malice, dcsicring the king to «auc his life 
so the king resolued not to dcUucr him to mcc but to send 
him prisoner to buratt Hut the Pnnee to brauc mcc 
begged him for his scruant the fellow having quite re 
nownced his Countne. The king gauc him to the Prince, 
notwithstanding any reasons 1 could allcadgc. Soc the 
Pnnee presently gauc him 150 rupits and the pay of two 
horse and forbad mec to meddle with him 

* P«hW where there U a ctlebraled temple lo Rmhmd It li 
»un a CTCQi place of pilgnmairc for the Hlnaiiij and at iho annoal 
It It saKl that nearly n hundred thousand bathe In the snered 

lake. 

u tt letter to MasoUpatam (icc p. at?), Roe tinted ibat Jonei 

departed my house without Consent and liued a life scandalous both 
^tnme and my Kotious honor from which when 1 sought to wrthdrawe 
"{!!!- ^ force and to panWi him excmplanly hee fell to woorse, 
^ ***** Countriraen (I O 

The liaTou) refci i ed to was John Veronese, of whom see p. 143 
1 7 * N 2 
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May 23 — At Night my man came and fell at my feete, 
asking pardon for his lyeing and madnes, and offered to 
submitt himselfe in any kind I tould him I would not 
now keepe him prisoner he was the Princes seruant but 
that before I could giue him any answere he should make 
me publique satisfaction as farr as he was able This day 
I receiued lettres from one lucas^ at Mesolapatan concern- 
ing Merchauntes affaires, which I understood not and 
deliuered them to Bidolph to be sent to Suratt 

May 24. — Jones made mcanes to come to the Guselchan 
and there asked pardon of the king for his lyes, denieing 
euery woord he had spoken to haue beene done to protect 
him selfe from mee, whom he had offended , desiering the 
king to send for mee that hee might there aske my pardon 
The king was well pleased , But the Prince fell into a 
great rage 

May 25 — I went to the Guzellcan, where after many 
protestations of the king that hee neuer beleeued him 
that hee was a villaync yet hee could doe noe lesse but 
protect him, hauing cast him selfe into his Mercy, the 
youth was sent for, who on his knees asked me forgiuenes 
and on his oath swore to the king that he had in euery 
particular belied mee, which hee professed to doe voluntanc 
for that hee neuer durst returne to his Countrie The king 
Chid him a little and tould me, he nor any good man cuer 
bcleucd him But the Prince grew so angry that moevinge 
him with many questions to stand to his first woorclcs, 
which hee refusing was bid begone, and the Prince, 
publiquel) Calling for him agamc, bad him most basely 
returne him the 150 Rxipics deliuered him, for that hee 
gaue It to mayntaync him against mee, which seeing he 

' Lucas Anthcunis He and another Dutchman, Pieter Flons, were 
the leaders of the Company’s seventh voyage (1611), which was 
especially intended to open up trade on the Coromandel coast, and 
at Patani and Si im He had reached Masulipatam from Patani 
towards the end of 1615 
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went from he i^-ould hauc hl» tnon) which the fellow 
promised , but he would haoc It prc«ntl> nnd w »cnt an 
vnder lrca5urcT with him to the houw ^hc^ he y>-zs lodfcd 
for Into m>*nc I would not suffer him to Come.* 

Mar rd— I sent to Awph chan the t) me betnR explored 
about 7ulpheclscafcon having; promised to doc noethlng 
Without him which proml^ neccsiitic \Tj;ed me too for 
that t am t)‘cd to this Inconvenience, that m> Unj^Ul ma) 
new speake to the klnp but on!) to Awph chan who is 
appojmted sc^licltor for our Nation joe that I can doc 
nolhlnc without him rve)'thcr w-II! he cuer dcllucr but what 
hec plcascth. I sent him w'oord m> I ellllon was ready 
I onl) attended hi% answcrc !lc relumed mcc that I 
should forbcarc jet a few da)*es that hcc would see mcc 
pa)d or pa> it himvelfc. I urdf^td a day which hcc 
would not sett for said he. If 1 ml$se one, )ou will count 
roc a promise breaker but that I should uVe his wwrd 
hee would see the mon) satrstted. 

Afaj> 37^1 went to the Durfar, wher the king v>ed me 


• Jones hid been rreommerded 10 Roe by Lord Corew who, od 
MrtuBjj ei bi» behatvwr eipressed rsifemc sesatton ind repelled 
ihit the *'moTiurDa> wmche was rou huifed by ihe Kinft or 
whfn bis fiUtheitesse *nd treasons towards j-oo were numfcsied 
(Mulcaas luttert ef txr^ Ckmr p. isaX How much Roe was 
socf fcd by bnne brased In the Cice of the coon by one of his 
wnjroO<mTs IS shown by the pdos he look to seetjie the puobhmcot 
ndpni, who was now desirous of qommj: the country ToserKl 
pnsooer to Sorat was net of the <pi«tw)n, as the ambassador had 
polled the kiBL otherwise so Roe stooped to pin his ends by a 
Jooes to maVc his way overbnd to Masolfpaiam 
jnih the idea of jetiioB a passage by a Dutch ship ; then to secure 
^ ^Pture, an oMer on the Logtish factory for 35 / was gisen him, 
•^“'•vettons wCTe secretlir sent to the Cartors 10 seiic him when he 
|«wld present it j should ne be susp»ctou« and abstain from claiming 
|oc money be sras to be irTreij^led aboard an Engliih ship “ under pre 
woce of memmeni, and sent home. Antheuois duly carried out bis 
**|*n»ctkm, and Jooes reached (.oBclon a pmofYcrin October 1618, 
w committed to Newgate. On January 3oth and 

klrwi* » ^ followiog he petHlooed the I rivy Coancll for release on 
(Gw StaU rafKn\ but, upon a repreaentatlen from the 

Cwnpany, It was twermhiM to leave hon where he was 
“Wd Roe's retum. i/b sobsequent file U unknown. 
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with extraordinary fauour , but the first woord hee asked 
when any english shippes would come I answered about 
fower Monthes Then he demanded what presents they 
would bring I named Arras and Pictures in brasse He 
asked for dogges I tould him I doubted not but hee should 
bee furnished alsoe this fleete So he seemed Content 
I also sent to Asaph chan in the Morning about the 
debt, but hee answered hee would not meddle farther in 
yt the Prince he would not loose for vs So at the 
dniba} I expostulated with him about this answere that 
I only depended on him and now Contrarie to his 
promise to be rejected I thought it very vniust I desiered 
him to deale playnly, for I knew I was able to dehuer the 
king my Complayntes at any tyme in writing without him, 
which I was resolued to doe wherin I would lett the 
king know both our wrongs and how little meanes wee 
had to seeke redresse by reason no man would speake for 
vs which when I had done I must referr it to his 
Maiesties lusticc, and I was dischardged of my dutie to 
my Master He answered that I was willfull and im- 
patient that he could not loose the Prince that I was 
a stranger and knew not the Pace of this Court nor the 
king soe well as hee that if I would vse him 1 must 
follow his Councell, which if I would doe hee was ready to 
assist mee if I thought my owne wayes better, then hee 
would no way meddle. Soe I tould him I had alway 
depended on his aduise and deferred my Complaynt for 
his sake 4 Monthes that I had sent the Prince woord 
I would Complayne was not without his Consent, having 
prefixed me a tyme when I should be free to doe soe, 
which was expired So we agreed that I should come to 
his house within a day or two and ther Conclude what 
was to bee done in this business, promising to perfect all 
my demandes if I would haue Patience. Thus I was 
enforced to seeme Content, because I had noe way to 
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*«kc rcfnnJfc for pnacnts f had nonr and the kln^ 
nctjcf takd an) rffjuoM to barl except It Come nccom 
paned and vkill m pU>*nc teartnet demand >'t which 
ad\*anupc the Pnnee take* xrdglnfj the PortuRalles bring 
Ingof Icwcllei ballcite^ and Pcarlcs ».tth much dligracc 
to ouf Englnh comr*d> l)c. 

IAj/ 28— Ther Came d{ucr!i Portugallcs Merchannta 
from Goa with man) raricl>*cs to rcII the king and with 
nch Pfcscnlj from the Vlacro) of Goa. This f* )'carl) 
ihcjT Cttilome at thU season to bnng goodcs and so to 
goc for Agra and Invest In Indlco. VkTiHc these presents 
arc fresh the English are lease respected. 

Ifn/ 29.— The Portogallcs went before the king with a 
present, and a Balias Hub) to sell that weighed as v,tis 
rqjortcd 13 /<*// 2 /<»// and a half beeing an ounce.* Thc> 
demanded 5 of rv/sa but the king offered but one 
Aiaph chan 1 $ also lhc)T sollldtor to whom thc) gaue a 
present of stonci. Thc> had diuers Rubies, ballaces, 
omrallds and Icwellcs lett to sell which so much con 
tented the king and his great men that we ere for a 
t>*mc eclipsed. Thc Prince and the Icsvlte fell out about 
Presenting them which thc Pnnee dcslcrcd but It was 
promised before to Asaph chan. CoQccmlng thc Portu 
Ralles Crcdttt here I cuer made m> ludgmcnt b> report, 
but now experience thowes me the dilTcfcncc made 
betweene vt and them for they u-crc sought after by 
eucry body wheras they sceme to buy our Comodit)*cs 
for Aimes. Besides, thdr Neighborhood and adrantage 
to hinder that trade into the red sea, Is cuer more ready 
then ours to doe harmc, because they are settled So 
that only for a little fcare we were entertayned but for 
our trade or any thing wee bring not olt all respected. 

i/bf 31. — I yrent to Asaph chan to vlsltt him but hce 
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was sick of a feuer, or rather of the Portugalles, from 
whom he daylie expected new guifts, and entertayned 
them with all kindnes So I resolued to write, which the 
Next day I did The Coppy is regestred^ 

June I — I sent my lettre, but withall I had receiued 
aduise that the king gaue order I should not Come at 
Court So that with my lettre I sent to knowe the truth 
and reason Asaph chan read my lettre and made this 
answer that it was true the king had soe Commanded 
the Cause was for Certaine woordes I gaue the Prince 
when I was with the king about lones my runnaway 
therfore the Prince had intreated of the king to giue me 
no more audience But that if I would accept of the 
1 7, OCX) Maniodtes offered by Zulpheckcarcon and Clear 
all demandes of the Prince and him, he would bring me 
to the king and I should haue all right and fauour due 
vnto me , for to presse the Prince for mony hee could not, 
for that hee had not to pay his souldiers, beeing now 
ready to goe for the warrs of Decan , with whom 
Zulpheckcarcon went, and when hee was gone it would 
bee hard to gett any thing, and therfore hee Councelled 
me to accept of this offei and make peace on all parts 
This Motion was somewhat strange , but I saw what was 
the purpose by the offer of Peace , not any thing I had 
sayd to the Prince, but that I tould Asaph chan I could 
deliuer my Complaynts without him at the Durbar if hee 
forsooke vs, which the Prince preuented by hindering my 
Comming And now was all way shutt up to write or 
speak to the king , only Abdalasan* offered me his Frend- 
ship, which I yet reserued, with due respect I considered 


At f 100 of the MS It IS a dignified remonstrance with Asaf 
KhAn for the non-fulfilment of his promises regarding Zulfikdr Khdn’s 
debt (“ you ought to bee so noble as not to goe from your woord ") 
Roe reminds him also of “ the articles of secuntye for our better 
usage which your lordship hath promised mee ” 

- Later, Roe describes him as commander of the troops in the royal 
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»hal pretence could be taken from ao> ^“oordes ipokcn to 
the Pnnee, which were on!> Ihc^e of which I uill ncuer 
repent 1 tould the Pnnee I wai a kinect Ambassador 
«nd that I thought It stood not with his honor to protect a 
vllU)Tic apalnsi mce, consldcnnjr what I u-as the klnfj his 
father had m> Masters lettre to tcslcf>c but that that 
was not all the dttcurics) I and m> Nation rccciucd from 
h\m Then hee Chardped me that 1 drew m> sv.^oord on 
a iCTuanl of his Into whtnc hands he had ddluered m> 
roan isithln the Court which the klnp demanded of me 
If It ntre true. I answered noc. He said his sonne tould 
him soc. I repljred nolulthstandmjt I would Majittajmc 
the Contranc and for noe mans s^oord would forsake 
truth that I wasbredd to a Ciulll Court, and knew^c 
belter what became me. So the Man was called and 
some othen that reported it, and It was prooued a l>e 
whcral the Pnnee was both ashamed and extrtame 
Ancet>*e. This beclnj* all that passed m> Innocence 
nude me Con6dcnl for though Asaph chan to fright me 
sent me woord of this Comp!a>'nt of the Pnnee some fen 
dayes Past, wishing me to take Care nc were but a few 
and might be soonc subject to ml>chctfc , to which I 
answered the occuutlon was false and that for an) force I 
was resolued I could not loose ro> blood in a better Cause. 
These, I sa) Considered and the Case now standing on so 
desperate icarmes I sent this answxrc That I 
fxKc 2 gaue him thanckes for his offer to bring me to the 
king, but that I ^asnotsodcslerous as to doe that 
beseemed roc not If hU Malestlc did Command vs out of 
the Countrie, wee w^crc ready to goc >ret to show'C how 
wilUng I was to Content the Prince though I had naught 
to doe with the Merchanntes mony nor awthority to 

and payTTuuter>ccneraL He it probaWy the Kb<5ja Abdl 

who U frcooenUy tneollotied as a mOiiaiy leader by the 
^‘ittodaw oflbe 
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Compound to their losse, yet seeing hee pretended the 
Prince wanted mony, if he would giue me his Jitinae?i to 
deduct the 750 royalls of 8 receiued in mony out of the 
Custome this yeare if it were not all payd, or, if it were, 
out of the next Customes if goodes came a shoore, or ells 
to pay yt in Suratt at 4 Monthes end, I would accept of 
Zulpheckcarcons offer and make an end of this busines 
with the losse of 2, goo Mainodtes, which was more then 1 
Could answere if the Prince would not doe this, I must 
doe my best to acquaint the king both with our wronges 
and the true Cause of Complaynt against mee, wherby 
his Majestie refused mee audience, only to hinder me 
in seeking lustice and soe departe the Cuntrye 

June 3 — I receiued answere that hee would Moue the 
Prince to pay that money if Zulpheckcarcon had Con- 
fessed 17,000 Mamodtes of his owne debt, it should bee 
performed he desiered me to haue Patience that he 
would make the Pnnee and mee frendes, and that the king 
should send for mee with more honor than euer, if I would 
end this controuersy 

June 4. — I returned answer that I would be sent for 
before I would Come, neyther would I euer come upon ill 
Conditions to loose our mony that I expected if I Came 
some declaration from the king of better respect, for the 
worlds satisfaction , to accord with the Prince I was ready, 
and if he could accuse mee of any disrespect toward him, 

I would make such amendes as was fitt for vs both if not, 

I hoped his highnes would not expect I should giue away 
the Companyes Monny for good lookes The world was 
wyde enough we gott not soe much by this trade as that 
wee would buy it with too much Injurye The Mogull had 
promised the King of England that his sonne should be 
our protector,^ which I doubted not but hee would bee vpon 

* See the letter brought to England in 1616 by Steel {First Letter- 
book^ p 478) 
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belter c:<pcrricncc, but that I would attend his answcrc 
some few, da)*cs, and acccrdlnRl) c>'thef rcsoluc of longer 
residence or prepare to fet>*TC m>‘>circ and m> Nation 
toward our Port to seeke belter cnlcrla)*nmcnL 

Junt 5 —The Princes Child d) cd * wherat the klnjj tookc 
great greefe, »o tlial he Came not abroad nejiher the 
Pnnee nor an> other great man Soc that noc buslncs 
could be proce ed ed In, 

/imr 6-8 —The king remooued to the Pnnees house, for 
that the child died In his Came not abroad , but gauc 
Icauc for diuers to Wiitt him. It was reported he would 
keep In at the Pnnees 8 (la>es at htemon Doulatt 8 da>*cs 
at Hafai Gcmal 8 at Pocora 8 and then relume to his 
Cttitomc. 

9.— .Mochrebchan' sent a Banian to m> house with 
this Message that the night before he had watched with 
the king and tookc occaslone to askc wh> the Fngllsh 
Eml usad or Came not to \isitt him. He answered hee 
knewc not Wherat hee rcpl>cd hee hard I wtu much 
dtseonlcnt The king demanded the reason that hee had 
cocr Vied mec with more respect than any stranger and 
neucr gluen me any Cause. To which hee answered that 
It was reported In the Townc and tould the Ambassador 
that his Malestie had giuen order that hee should not 
Come at Court nor hauc any more audience , to w hlch the 
king rcplycd it was veary falcc he neucr gauc such order, 
nor knew not of any such, nor any occasion that if I 
would Come to him I should be as wcllcorac as cuer and 
no roan should dare to stay or forbldd race. Soc hee 


* ^ A dsoghter of bhih Jthin, whom Ishinitr b*d brooght op and 

more than hli own Ufe* (ibc /ntikAdi/JmAdMffr^AdJU, quoted 
tfl El^ ^ 0ow«w • VI, p. 4 JO). The chroolder goc* on to 

uy Uiit ibn tad creni happened on a Wedoesday { and that for this 
and ihe fad that ine Empciw Akbar had died on the same 
cf the week, Jahioftr ever after diaUked Wednctdayi. 

* See note on p. 43 
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demanded of the king if his Maiestie were pleased he 
should send me this Message, which hee Commanded him 
to doe This was strange to mce, that any body should 
presume to forbidd me entrance without the kings know- 
ledge, though I well sawe by Asaph chan it was Zulpheck- 
carcons busines that Putt this trick vpon mee by the 
Princes order and Asaph chans conniuence in the kings 
name But withall I feard some trick m this or mistaking 
in the Message, for that I ncuer made meanes to Mochreb- 
chan, but had rather refused it , neyther did I suppose him 
for many reasons our frend So I resolued the Next 
Morning to send Master Bidolph to him to vnderstand 
more certaintye 

June 10 — Master Bidolp went to Mochrebchan with 
Complements of thanckes for soe vndeserued a fauour , 
but that I well vnderstood not the Banian, but desiered to 
bee enformed from him of this passage He began all the 
discourse, adding many good woordes that hee spake of 
mee that I came from myne owne Country to see his 
Maiestie, and that it was very vniust without Cause to 
refuse me admittance to his Maiesties presence , wherat he 
said the king weis very angry and Calld Asaph chan, 
demanding if hee had giuen such order, who protested no, 
that hee neuer heard of yt (yet it was hee that sent mce 
woord it was true) So his Maiestie gaue mee order (sayd 
hee) to bring the Embassador to him, whensoeuer he 
desird to come, and to send woord that I had bcene 
abused, for he neuer had any thought to refuse seeing mee 
So that whensoeuer I would visitt the king (w'hich hee 
perswaded me to, for his Maiestie would take it kindly, 
though hee came not out), if I would send to his house he 
Avould goe and bring mee to him, and no man should dare 
to stopp mee When I was fully resolued of the truth, 

I yet Stayed from accepting this offer , for bccing vpon 
new termes of frcndship with the Prince and Asaph chan, 
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and pretending onl> to rely on him I fcard If I tookc 
anothcfwa) thc> Hould become more vlrulcntcnemycs than 
eoer, and this kindncs of Mochrcbchans was but a flash or 
If It Continued he had not po«‘cr to cncct all m> busincs. 
Jt was Asaph chan whom I must who!} rtxoucr and that 
faction or stand on Bcklc tearmes. So I resolued to trie him 
fully and Clcarl) before I forKookc him that I might lustly 
5a> he left me first and in m) greatest ncccssityc. 

This daj Zulphcclccarcnn becing bj when this passd 
puWiquclj bctwcenc the king and Mochrcbchan concerning 
mee, and as 1 suppose^ seeing now that I could not be 
kept from the king WTih an> trick and fearing this would 
exasperate me to take the fir*t oportunitic of Compla>’nt» 
came to Abrams the dutchmnn ami ofTcred frcndshlp sajT 
ing the account was finished and that hcc was ready to 
pay the ty/xo Mamot/ut ofTcred for hlmsclfc ond his 
followen and that the 750 Ro>'all» of 8 were the Princes 
debt, which hcc would Pa) $0 that he knew no Cause 
why we should not be freendcs. I requested the Mcrchantcs 
togew speakc with him and that, if hcc were Constant to 
this offer, I would accept It and finish all broyles vntill 1 
bad gotten better footing 


A 9 crrant vndtr fi 4 nd rtutm h tkt Mtrthantu koto tk^ 
ikottU dealt vntk ZttTpked^tarron akont kix Deite 

^int, I would haoe demanded of Zulphcckcarcon In Generali 
hli offer u Ccncemlng the finishing of the account and 
Paying the debt 

If hee offer the 17000 Afamooditt for all, compritifw the 
[debt ?] and the 3 Qoathes i Newly mentioned ^en 
broke off all speech and tticrly rcTosc rt If be offer the 

9 ^ kfamoodta for the rest of the goodes and ttqulre only 
*■ dachardge for them ffiulng a note of his hand that the 750 
Is the Princea debt, for whkh hee will eytber gett payment 
or procure a dlschardgc for so much In the Custome at 
or else to remayne answerable, then you shall Accept Tt 
you are sgreed of the Summe and come to speake of the 
twmer of payment, for which somme I would the agreement 
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were in wntting if it could bee procurd and signed by him, then 
yow may lett him know that you vnderstand that 3 Cloths and a 
halfe were deliuered to such at Suratt, and that it shalbe at his 
Choyse whether hee will pay for them here or to giue you his 
lettre to the debtor there that hee hath not satisfyed for yt, but 
that hee doth chardge it vpon them, requinng theyr present 
payment and gming you such a Note or mentioning it in the 
quittance receiued, and then so much rateably shalbe abated here 
of the Summe agreed on of these two propositions [I?] only 
desire that you will presse him to a resolute answer, that I may 
vnderstand from himselfe his purpose, that I may accordingly 
proceed in the prosequution of lustice 

June 1 1 — I sent to Asaph chan what Message I had 
Receued from Mochrebchan, but that 1 Could not Chainge 
my frendes, though I would acknowledg it a great Curtesie 
from the other, beeing both vndeserued and voluntary, 
desienng him to beeleeue the truth that I had not made 
any meanes to Mochrebchan to doe yt, but had only 
relyed on him, which hee might easily bee assured off by 
demanding him that if hee pleased to lay asyde all 
lealousy and to accomodate the difference betweene the 
Prince and mee, whose fauour I especially desiered, and 
to Continew the protection of our Nation, I was not so 
fickle to take euery occasion to forsake him, who had 
beene our ancient and best frend and that I would attend 
a day or two that hee might bring me to the king, that no 
notice might be taken of any discontent betweene vs, 
which would perhapes, if the king asked the reason of this 
Chang, call many matters in question that were better 
passed ouer on all sides desiering him to dealc soe faierly 
as to send me his resolution, assuring him I would remayne 
his frend till hee did to openly reiect mee 

June 12 — Mochrebchan sent to mee to know if I would 
goe see the king , but for that hee was yet m the Princes 
howse I would not affront^ him, attending vntill I had 


^ Meet In Hamlet (ni, i) the king arranges that the pnnce, 
“ as’t were by accident, may here affront Ophelia ” 
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answcrc from Asaph chan whom I must not loose if 
I would stand here. Besides, I determined before I went 
to him, to know whether any fill reconallation could bee 
effected betweene the Prince and mec, and that I might 
have satisfaction from Zulphcckcarcon without CompUynt 
6rrt using all faire means that were honest and became my 
Master! Ambassador to make smooth my way which 
when I could not effect, I resolued to fly to a very round 
Complaynt, both of our publiquc wrongs and robbenes 
committed vpon vs bj the Gouemor the Pnnccs mayn 
tcynlng him in yt, and Asaph Chans Negligence and 
falshood for the Pnnees sake, and lastly I would discouer 
the trick putt on mcc to keepe mec from Court, to this end 
only that 1 should not secke Justice, which I would desler 
very roundly of the king or lyccncc to depart with all my 
NatJoa 

Thu Night 1 received lettres from Suratt* of the receipt 
of the/rw«trK/ sent downe, which for a few dayes vseth to 
preuaile, and gott our goodcs from the Customer and pro- 
cured an agre em ent on all particulars some difference In 
pnee, which was referred to Abram chan the Gouemor, 
then absent, our very good Frend. In this lettre I recdued 
great cncouragraent to putt the king to tryall for an 
absolute reformation and for new priullcdgcs, or to breake 
off the trade, the oportunlt>c bcclng very good for tHat 
many shipcs were expected from the red sea this season 
and soe wee might dispute our Cause with aduantage. 
I Confesse, if it were myne ownc priuat canse, I would 
neuer endure halfc those Inluryes wee haue suffered 
they are insupportable the Prince becing soe proud and 
In such csteeme with his father that nothing but Cbasteh 
Inge can humble him But I seme for a publlque cause, 


*6 LtUtHcck 1616-17 (1 O Rccordi) un der date of 
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wher are diuers dispositions to please, diners opinions 
to satisfye, and I know not how it wilbe construed that I 
dissolue that which was neuer tyed , all the factors here 
seeming discontent, and write resolutly, but if this Councell 
did not please in England, I cannot tell whether they 
would change aduise, and cast all on mee. More vulgi, 
suuin gutsque jlagtttum altis objectantes^ This is one of 
those Councelles that cannot bee praysed vntill they bee 
Acted , so that necessit)^e shall Compell mee, and then it 
will lustefye mee But this I dare affirme, if their Shippes 
be taken but once in 4 years ther shall come more cleare 
gayne, without losse of honor, then will aduance in seauen 
years by trade , and nothing is vnjust in retnbution and 
retume of the Injuryes done vnto vs 

Ther is a resolution taken that Sultan Caronne shall goe 
to the Decan Warres and the day prefixed, having Consulted 
all the Bramans ^ Prince Paruis is Called home, whom it 
IS reported wrote his father that if hee would send his elder 
brother® hee would obey, but to dishonor him by imploying 
this, he would first fall on him and after finish the warr 
All the Capptayens, as Channa chana, Mahobet chan,^ 


1 “In the fashion of the vulgar, each one imputing to others his 
own transgression ” — Tacitus, Hist , 11, 44. 

* /tf. Brahman astrologers, of whom there were always many at 
court. “ The Great Mogol puts so much confidence in his Astrolo^rs 
that he will not undertake a journey nor yet resolve to do anything 
besides of the least consequence, unless his wizards tell him it is a 
good and a prosperous hour to begin and set upon such an under- 
taking , and at the very instant he hath his directions from them he 
sets upon the thing he undertakes and not before” (Terry, p 236) See 
also Bernier’s Travels (Constable’s edn , pp 161, 244, 245), and com- 
pare the entry under date of March 3rd, 1617 

^ Sultan Khusru 

* Mahdbat Khdn (Zamdnd Beg) is a familiar figure m the history of 
the times Son of a Kdbulf named Ghaydr Beg, he had been a 
personal attendant of Jahclngfr when Prince, and upon the latter’s 
accession he was made paymaster of the royal household He 
rose steadily in the emperor’s favour, and Roe specially notes ^ee 
pp 200, 217) how highly he was regarded When, m 1623, Shdh Jahdn 
rebelled against his father, the conduct of the war -was entrusted to 
Mahdbat KhSn, who brought it to a successful conclusion. Soon after 
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chan John* refuse to sta> If this Tyrant come to Cora 
roand 50 n-cll he (s bcknicd. It Is true all men anc hira 
more then the king Now that hcc Is to rccciuc the Armic. 
The king Cannot be rcraooued from his resolution to send 
him so that his sudc)rae departure 32 dayes from this 
present must hasten raee to finish this buslnes and to 
knom a resolution , for after his departure nilh his minione 
Zulphcckcarcon there Is no hope to rccoucra penny nor 
any lustlce against him 

JuKt 13, — I Rccciued lettrcs from Amadai'az, signify 
mg that the Course I tooke wth the Gouernor by Asaph 
chans lettre had loe fair preva>icd that the 500 ru/>us %ras 
at sight pa>*d all manner of frendshlp oflered a new house 
or ishatsocucr was u*anting Concerning the Jirmaen sent 
for restitution of Customc taken the >’car past at Camba>’a 
and Baroodi The) are ofTered that of llaroch back and all 
kyndnes from the Gouernor of Camba>*a, promising to 
take such order next >*€01% as shall preuent all vnk^mdnes. 
I answered this packett and adulsed to accept it, though 
ncuer so little the example of restitution was more then 
the raony 

Jtnu 14 and 15 — The king yet kept at the Pnnees 
house. 

Jtau I& — ^The Mcrchannls went according to m> order 
to Zulphcckcarcon, wher after much dispute too and fro 
and many complaynts of vnklndncs against race, In con- 
dnslon hee den>*cd to pay l7POO mamoodtes promised 

(i6s6), the lotrifoes of tbe emprest threatenhig his mm, he seiied the 
FK^rson of Jahin^r and held Dim pritoeer for a considerable period. 
He (ben afUed himself with his former opponent, Sbihlahdn, wbo In 
a short time succeeded to the throne, babscaoently alabdbat Kbin 
•as entrusted with the goreniineot of the Dekrum. He died In 1634. 

* Khin Jshjp Lddf, who wu, 1 Uce Mahibat Kb-tn, of Afkbin oro^ 
hnpwtant commands, and nt the time of tbe death of Pnnee 
Psrwfx had charge of tbe troops in the Dekhan. Diitnutln^ Sh<h 
Jahia's Intentions ton-ards bhn, he rebelled Id 1639, and allira bim 
with the King of Ahmaanagmr | but the coofcdcrates were 
defeated, and Khin Jabin slain lo Janoary i6ji 


O 
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making New reckonings that the Prince had this, others 
that, and for his owne debt remayned but 3,000 mamoodtes 
but to finish for all and to haue a generall release, hee 
offered i2,oooMaj»oodtes,oh}ecting stiW the 1,000 Mamoodtes 
of Master Sadlers account,^ without naniinge for what 
or else to stay the Comming up of the fudge of the 
Custom house, and so to pay whatsoeuer he would say was 
taken But this delay I durst not abide, for that his 
departure was suddeine now In my last aduise from 
Suratt they Confesse Master Saddlers debt was mistaken 
(yet they chardge some 260 rupees by particular for 
tnfles) and concerning the 750 nalles formerly Charged 
to the Custome house, and beeing confessed by the Princes 
officers to bee receiued here, I, as was reason, euer de- 
manded restitution , but in this second they write that they 
haue come to account with the Customer and are agreed 
on all particulars, without once mentioning the Royalles 
So that I Concluded that mony was found m the Custome 
house and I had wrongfully demanded it, though without 
faulte, by Socoralles mistaking So I knew not what to 
say in this uncertainty , Yet I had rather aske to much 
then too little , Therfore they still demand it, Zulphcck- 
carcon answered hee neuer tooke that mony away, but that 
it rested still in the Custome howse, and were not those 
sent the Pnnee , but beating this question, at last hee said 
those royalles sent vp were the 2, OCX) Mamoodtes Paid in 
royalles to him for licence to transport vp our two 
Carauans of Cloth,^ hereby confessing the bribes playnly , 
and vpon examination wee found the summes to agree, no 
more beeing receiued which, Seeing that I heard not one 


* Richard Sadler A\as entertained in January, 1614, went out in 
Downton’s fleet, and was appointed a junior factor at Surat It would 
seem that he had died before this date, and no one could supply 
particulars of his claim, which was evidently for a matter ot pn\atc 
trade 

* See the entries under March loth and April loth, 1616 
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word from Suratt of ihc 750 Ro) tlU I rc^oluctl that niy 
opinion wa'< true thit the hmn> found nnd nllmvcd 
below no that I oucr that Cla)mc nnd fell to a 

rcckoninRc opart of poodcs onI> Chnnlpctl to /ulphcck 
carcon which bccinp ir),90Oi1/#»w/rt%f/<'/nn<I MnslcrSaddlcnt 
iJoo mistaken Ids ofTcr of 17/500 ^fnmoc<i^cs consldcrin;, 
pnee of Cloth InM^tcd on ond man) tndcs of pnuat mens 
hard too prouc, and the ncccisit>c of a i>cacc with the 
Trincc, the) offered him a pcnenll acquiltanci. for the 
mon) by him agreed on. Hut lice then as absolutely 
refusd It )*ct wjtnc t)'mcs hcc was Content somclyme 
not MIC that noc Conclusion cnulil bta; made. Hut he 
dtdered a new reckoning and to pay Ins ov^mc and a.sslpiic 
\aidcr his hand w ho ^ould pa) the rema) nor Tins was u 
tedious course to scckc out money from diuers men and 
thc) as absolutely rcfus<l yt all was taken by his 
aullKjril)*c and wee wa5uld scckc no further This wns thc 
cnor of the first account sent vyy for had not thc 750 
myalls beetle Charged and Master badlcrs t/yx> dArwfW/rJ 
(both mistaken) I had accepted his first ofTcr of 17/500 
Afrtmcktdtes with little lossc and finislicd all lonp since 
With pjKxl will and had avo)‘cded much trouble nnd thc 
I’nnces dlsplcasur but sednp one stood doubtfull thc 
other dlrcctl) chai^jcd I could not )CTld to lo<ac 6 or 7/500 
Mamoodics for I could not hauc rmc Ptet without n 
gcncrall quittance as well apaynst thc I’nncc as tlic 
Oouemor nnd all vndcr him. Jtut yet hcc scuned \xTy 
dcsicrous of frcndshlp taking much vnklndncs nt mcc for 
bittemes against him. They nnssrered hcc dcscrucd it, for 
hw violence vsctl to our Nation but that which I tookc 
woorst was his slipht and base woordcs giucn of my Kinp 
my Lord and Master He rcplycd hcc spake not 111 of 
Wm, but, as wras thc Customc of this Countiyc, hcc only 
magnlfycd hli ownc for hts hard vsage nnd dlscurtcsycs 
to our Nation hcc swarc he had expresse order from thc 
IS* t) 3 
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Prince in 4 seucrall firmaens, not only to doc all hee did, 
but to turnc vs out and suffer vs no trade They answered 
they could neuer bclcuc yt, for that they were in presence 
when I demanded of the Prince if it were true (for that it 
was so published at Suratt) and hoc forswoorc it openly, 
gluing It vnder his hand and scale that it was a lyc ^ He 
replyed with many oathes it was true, and to satisfye their 
incredulitye and to dischardgc himsclfc, he asked if they 
would beleuc the jirinaens so hee sent for them, and 
caused one to bee read before our interpreter, wher the 
Prince gaue express order not to suffer our goodcs to passe 
out of townc but to kcepe them in the Custome howse, 
and ther to giue leauc to sell and when they had traded to 
Command all aboord and to depart, forbidding any longer 
residence, and that if anything came downe not traded for 
in towne hee should not suffer it to goc aboord , with 
many other Clauses of vexation & wrong to be done vs. 
Now, sayd hee, you see my innocence, and that I executed 
my Commission with fauour. They answered it could not 
be denyed, but that now the Prince had giuen mee a 
finnaen for our residence, lustice, and good reception It 
is true, said hee, yet shall the next Gouemor use yow 
woorse, for, whatsoeuer the Ambassador can procure 
outwardly, the Gouemor should haue advise vnderhand 
how to execute his Masters will ; which I know well But, 
said hee, I am sorry for any thing is past, and if your 
Ambassador will make frendship and force me to pay 
no more then due, I will endeauor to reconcile him and 
your Nation to the Prince. They answered I was ready to 
embrace peace, but would not giue away the companies 
mony He replyed 3 or 4,000 Mamoodtes would not 
make vs nch nor him poore. But of this his weaknes, to 
discouer his Masters secreettes and the Princes double and 


‘ bee pp IIS Jind 162 
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M^dcrhand bascncs, I uilt make aduanta^ off if wee come 
not to composition. Non Is culdcntl) scene the mUccry 
of our estate and the Pnnccs faith Who can bee secure, 
or rcsoluc wiscl>, uhen oulwardl> wee shall hauc fayre 
n-oordes, Jirmeuns and all desire, and in secrcett adulsc 
to wrong and abuse « ? 

June 17 — I sent both to Hoja Naxzan who had finished 
the account for both and had offered the x^jfxxi Mamoodtes 
in his name,* and to Mochrcbchan before whom the 
Gouemor was Content to pa> It to Iclt them know for the 
Princes sake and peace I was read) to accept the ofTcr 
made but that Zulpheckcarcon was started backc and 
would not pay it that if they would t)^ him to his woord 
I was content to be the looser if not, I would goe 
instantl) with full compla)^! to the king whenn hce would 
wrong his Master whose name would come In question 
naan) wa)*es, Hoja Nassan answered he should not fiye 
from his woord though bee had not confessed by 
particular so much debt, yet In grosc he u*aj content to 
pay it and see this day hce would meetc our Merchantes 
there and procure his Chef ThU da) the king remooued 
to Asaph Chans to moome there. 

June 18.— Mochrcbchan sent to me to Come to Court 
that my longer absence would bee ill taken that his 
Maieslie did expect mec and that hce which would effect 
any busincs with the king must bestow some labor in visit 
ing him. For Zulpheckcarcon hce answered that hce was 
agreed to pay vs l7poo Manwdtu and that hce was a base 
fellow to refuse it that hec would Compell him to satisfyc 
vs, or pay it him sclfe and tell the king that hec did It on 
the others woord, and soc take the debt vpon him. 

Asaph chan returned me answcrc of ray last Message 
that bee was most reddy to doc mec or my Nation any 


• See p. 176. 
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Curtcsye, as he had cuer that on the Morrow the king 
went to Haua/. Icmall and returned the Next day, when 
he would send to mee to come to his house and goe with 
mee to the king, and that all matters jjast should b6e 
forgotten wishing mee to take no notice that my absence 
was any other then voluntary desiering me to beleeue he 
had twenty tymes more Creditt and affection to doe my 
busines then Mochrcbchan that the next day he would 
himselfc carry me to the Prince and fully reconcile vs, and 
so accord all differences that I should proceed in my 
businc-s without Crosses or lett and that I should hauc 
reformation in all my pretences aduising mee to accept 
of Zulpheckcarcons offer, and that for a little losse I should 
not breake off, now that all matters were so neare com- 
posed and so desiering me not to hould him m lealousy, 
for hec was eucr as much my frend as he durst declare 
against the Prince 

The king commanded one of his brothers sonnes, who 
was made a Chnstian in pollicye^ to bring him into hatred 
with the people, to goe stneke a lyon on the head, which 
was brought before the king , but hee beeing afrayd refusd 
yL Soe the king bad his youngest sonne'^ to goe touch 
the lyon, who did so without any harme Wheratt the 


* Hawkins says (p 438) “At my being with him he [the Mogul] 
made his brother’s cliiUlrcn Chribti.ins upon the propliccic ol 

eerl.iine learned (.leiuiles, who told him th.it the sonnes of liis borly 
should be disinherited and the children of his brother should raignc , 
•ind therefore he did it to make these children lititcful to .ill Moores, 
.is Cliristi.ins ire odious in their sight ” See .ilso Hemicr (p 2H7), 
.ind Koe’s letter to the An lilnsliop ol Canterbury, 30 Oct ,1616 (gnen 
later) the youth referred to w.is prob.ibly a son of Prince D.'tny.'tl, 
J.dmiiglr’s youngest brother 

- Prince Sli.diry.tr, nho n.is now .ibout eleven ye.irs of age. 
Prob.ibly the lion had been t.iiiied r.ucmier ( Hall’s edn , 1, p So) 
desenbes the process '1 erry mentions (p 197) tli.it a tame lioii was 
kejil .It eourt “ 1 lie Mogul, at my being there, Ii.id a \cry grc.it I-ion 
(I often saw) wliieh went up and down amongst the people that 
Ireipientcd his Court, gently .as .a dog .ind never did hurt, only he h.id 
some keepers which did continually w.ayt upon him " 
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ktnf» looVc ftccA^lon !o vmd hU Nephew awaj to n pn«on 
»*CTC hcc i< ncucf like to »cc da) IfphL 

Jonf t 9 — The Kinj; rxrmooucti the 1‘rincc and all the 
Court to Hauit jjemall 

y*rr/*ea— The Mcfchanntt went to bocarollocs before 
whomlhc) ^crcfcfeffxl totnaVca},fcemcniand Conclusion 
with /u!()hcckcarcon but hcc wa* Ronc »ith his Master 
Ills Scnnitnfi mett s»ho nnsn-cred hcc was that da> to poc 
aflcr him to bfinj: ejiher hN Ctippxn lloja Nasson for soc 
much to recciue in Suratt or ready mon> So that t 
hope this quarrell is at an end, 

yimrai— I dispatched Ictlrcs in llramport to Mahobet 
chan* to desire ■ Command lo his liculennant at lUroch to 
Ciuc our Mcfthanls cntcrta)*nmcnt and trade at his Tort 
and to luffer them to Were a house for their residence, and 
to procure his fauour for them In doolnp them lustlce and 
n^ht also 1 »I;pitf)*cd that his nfneen had the last )‘eare 
exacted ccTta)‘nc mofl) at ihc passadRC of our poodcs to 
Suratt which wai not due for which I craued restitution 
and redresse for t)mei to Come, This I did for that I 
knew not to what Inconuenicncc the IVincc mipht dnuc vs 
b) his underhand dcalinp for though now 1 was In hope 
to make a frendship with him who wais lost long before 
my amuall )*ct I could not disceme his hart and had 
cxpcnencc of hb fslshood and thcrforc would prepare a 
rcirayt In ncccssll)x. Besides I knew that an> such doubt 
or report would startle him * for though he would that wee 


’ Set C loj of the MS. 

* W'rth this end id view Koe Kid desired iht Caaor* at Surat to 
malx a il«>w of nwmnj: to lirotcK Tbey accordlDclr loformed the 
|»o\cmof and others ihaithii wa^ their inlwlum. How«Tr nobody 
weved them, alihourh “ffK rttpeci a hope was ejcprtsjed that 
*Jwy woaM nnt thiol. oT renwmnj, LiUcr on, KerrW>re '^nth the help 
®f an Koghsh sailor totmded the nrer nt llroach, dm foond K very 
•hallow and treacherous. Any anchoract there would be much 
ttpoted lo mlDd,and the samnm)lnir dbirlct seemed to them rcry 
barreo and sparsely InhaUtetL This report satisfied Koe that the 
proposed change was Impracticable 
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were wholy banished, yet hee would not that wee quitted 
his Port and seated soe neare him, wherby he should haue 
no profitt by vs, and yet the Portugall equally hindered 
Lastly, if ther may bee found any roade for our shipes, the 
place IS fitter in respect that all the Cloth and Gotten 
yearne sent home is bought there, besides Carnadges from 
thence to Suratt and all other Comodities sent from aboue 
passe that Towne , so that both the way to our shipes and 
the duties of Baroch would bee saued , and, which is noe 
small respect, the Gouernor is not only a frend to our 
Nation but a man full of honor and liberallity, scorning all 
base gettings and of all men in most high fauour with the 
king, beeing his only minion , in whose presence Asaph 
chan IS but a shaddow ^ The solicitation of this I Com- 
mitted to Master Banghame.- 

June 23 — The king returned to this house, and sate out 
according to his usuall Custome 

June 24. — Asaph Chan sent to me to Come to the King , 
but I refusd that day, except I might haue a Chop to all 
porters, or some officer sent to Conduct mee, least any 
affront should bee offered by base people This day I 
receiued from Hoja Nassan a particular of 17,000 ina- 
inoodies agreed on by Zulpheckcarcon, wherof part of the 
debt was the Princes, part others Soe I sent to know 
what order I should haue for the mony Zulpheckcarcons 
sertuano answered that I should not trouble my sclfe 
further that hee had order for my satisfaction, and was 
procuring the Princes Chop for his part, which had passd 
two scales, and was Collecting the rest, and that he would 
finish It all in a few dayes 

* Kcmdgc, writing to the Company in March 1615 (<7 C , No 270), 
said much the same about Mahdbat Khdn, charactensing him as “ihc 
kingcs greatest mjnyon and of longest Contynuance, of greatest 
powre and Ivbertye of all the nobyllyty ” 

- See p 82 ;/ As there stated, B.ingham nas cape merchant at 
Burh.tnpiii, where ?vrahilbat KhAn then was 
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The Pnnec had a sonne borne* and now bedng 
preparing for this v.arr all mens eyes ¥.crc on him cythcr 
for flatter) gaync or cnv> Non for louc. He rccciued 20 
ieukts of rvftts toward his Chardge (200,000 It starling) 
and began to dcalc monj liberal!) But Notwithstanding 
this show of his fathers affection and greatnes a Chan 
perswaded the king that the \oyadge would be dangerous 
In respect of the Pnnec I'arul% whose honor w’as soc 
wounded that he would not rctume without reuengc. The 
king rcpl)*ed lett them flght I am well content and ho 
that prooucs himselfc the better Captalne shall pursue 
the warr 

Jttnt 25 — Asaph chan sent one of his Cheifc scruants 
to the Court gate to attend mce, but I had resolued I 
would bee sent for So hec. percelulng I stayd long 
doubted that I w*ould not Come, caused him to Come a 
foote In hast to fetch mcc. So 1 went and was rcceiucd 
by the King after the ould manner no dlfTerencc, without 
taking anj Notice of my absence. The Prince bowrd 
himselfc. And soe I stayd his Maicsties gocing In without 
farthar speech. Asaph chan and diuers others saluted 
mcc and I retumd, 

June 26. — I sent to Asaph chan that a.n I wtls at 
an agreement with Zulphcckcarcon, payment only wanted 
which w-as most materlatl that Iherforc If hec would 
accord all other matters with the Pnnec, 1 was ready to 
vultt him I heard noe answer 

Jttnt 27 — 1 went to visitt Mochrcbchan to tfaancke him 
for hit voluntary klndncs. Wee had long speech. The 
effect was hec sought to wUhdrawe mcc from Asaph chan 
oflering to doe all my butlnes. In hope of the first sight of 
f^rctyes from England telling me that It was Asaph chan 


*ShoJi, hb second son. He was sJienrnnU a cempethor for ibe 
Unooe, but was defeated and took icfuee In Arakan, wb ete be 
pobhed fi66oX 
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that putt that tnckc vpon mcc, for when the king called 
him to know who had forbidd mce the Court, he answered 
hec knew not indeed that hcc had giuen order I should 
not enter the Gn::clclian without (xspcciall Icaue, for that it 
was his Maiestie^ priuacyc, wlicr u ere none admitted but 
those that were his nearest scruantes, & for that his 
Maiestic often did vse to drinckc there, to be barbd,^ and 
such other businesses as were vnfitt for strangers to sec 
& that the Persian Ambassadors ncuer came without 
sending a day before but that other order hcc ncuer 
gauc, nor knew of any I answered that I did accept 
his loue in the highest degree that Asaph chan was 
as Icalous of me for his sake, but that I could not ab- 
solutely quitt him first both the articles I demanded were 
referrd to him and remaynd in his hand, so that I ivas 
tyed to him, and also, I knew well that if he had no 
affection to doc mcc good yet hcc had power to crosc 
mce that I was resolued to procure and hould eucry- 
bodyes loue and not to runne mysclfc into open factions 
though m my hart and inward affections I could make 
difference of frcndcs, as I did of him, from whom I had 
found so free and Noble kindncs But really I trusted 
neither, the one w'as sower, eager of bribes, proud and 
knew his ownc strength, the other fickle, flattering, and 
loued to hauc his power bclccucd to be more then it was , 
but ncythcr Card for vs longer then some end of their 


^ “An incidental remark in the Persian Dictionary entitled AW/dr-r- 
Ajaui informs us that Shcr Shdii wore Ins h.iir, tnort in curls 

As the dryinjf of the curls after the morning bath took some tune, 
Slier Shdh transacted public business in the ^huml-khduah, the bath 
and dressing-room The custom, with some modifications, was 
retained by the ChaghtAi emperors, during whose reigns the morning, 
and even the e\cning, audience-rooms were called frliimd-lJidnali' 
(Professor lllochmann, in Journal of Jlait^al Astaitc i^ociciy^ \ol xliv, 
pt I, p 297) 

“Barb” is the verb, now obsolete, from which “barber” is denved 
— “ Shave the head and tie the beard anti say it was the desire of the 
penitent to be so barb’d before bis death” {Measure for Measure^ iv, 2) 
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ownc enticed them Soc I playd ot their game, held 
correspondence ndth both, and resolued to w both as 
long as I could and to qu!tt him when I must nccdcs that 
could doc mcc least good. Hec asked mce what then he 
should doc for mcc. I ansnxrcd Conltncw his alTcction to 
our Nation and for my particular I dcslrd him to re 
member m) scruicc to his Malcstic and to recommend our 
cause in gcncrall termes and to slgnir>c to his Malcstic 
that 1 well sawc our ignorance in tymes past of what 
Cotnodit)*c$ were fitt for his Maicstie had made our trade 
fastidious, but that if t knew his Maiestics Mynd he should 
see how able wee were to acnic him Hec rcplycd hec 
would doe it , but wilhall he said wee brought too much 
Cloth and ill swoordes and almost nothing else that 
cuery body was weary of yt that hec adulsed wee should 
forbeare two or 3 ycarcs, and instced therof seeing our 
shippes went to China' and Japan to bring all the rarctyes 
of those parts (which were more acceptable here then 
Gould), and from our Countric the best Cloth of Tissue 
and richest stuffs of silke, gould and silucr that wee had 
but especially good quantety of Arras for hangings, saying 
that the king would buy for a Lttd: or two of ntptts and 
cuery great man In proportion. And this, I thlnck is 
true, and would scrue for two years. I rcplyed wee 
Considered this, but the Merchanntes sought proffitt 
that those things were deare with vs, and the Chardg of 
bringing halfe as much as the goodcs and that wee 
feared few would Come to the Price, for that our best 
Clothes of gould and tissue were woorth 100 rvfitu a 
Cobd^ With VI, and soc meaner to 40 ntj^es and thcr was 

Tbe EngCih bad not jrel opeeed a dirtci trade with Chbia they 
tP*'*’-* procured Chh>e»e prodacti from the jonka that freqoentM 
teni, and other p«t». 

,. A ^ (Port, It nmed In length, not only with 

botaUowhhthematermlkwaiwedlo iDcasnre AtSorai 
“*y n*ea a greater corad for meaaunng Engikh doth and a smaUer 000 
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Arras from 20 rupies to 150 ruptes a sticke (much about a 
Cobdee) so that if I should aduise of such things, they 
would answer that I had little skyll in those matters , but 
that if his Maiestie would make a bill of what sorts and 
conditions he desired, and what quantetye and what 
rates, and sett his Chop to it that hee would take yt, and 
such other great men as desired the like, I would send 
into England and might then wnght with Confidence, 
and I doubted not but his Maiesties will should bee in 
all things accomplished He answered he would acquaynt 
him with my motion, which would highly Content him, 
and cause a bill to bee made and sealed , and for his part 
hee would giue mee another Wee had some speech 
about the Prince, whom hee rayled at freely . that hee 
neuer went to him, nor had power to doe mee kyndnes 
there : but that, when hee was departed, hee could not 
harme mee I answered as long hee had the Gouerment 
of Suratt his fauour was as Consequent to vs almost 
as his Maiesties, and that I had had a bitter experience 
of his affection notwithstanding his faire pretences, besides 
the bearing vp of Zulpheckcarcon Hee replyed hee 
knew it well, and would shortly tell mee how it should 
bee remedyed for Zulpheckcarcon, hee desired mee 
not to stirr nor send after soe base a fellow that in 
4 dayes hee u ould see the mony paid Wee exchanged 
many complements and many professions At last hee 
prest vpon mee too bottles of Muske, that were sent him 
for a present from his gouerment, held aboue 100 ounces. 


for calicoes and silks The former is variously stated as 35 ins , 35^ ms , 
and 36 ins , the latter as 26^ ins , 26^ ins , and 27 ms There is a 
cunous entry in Elkington’s note-book (1614) in the I O Records 
(Foc/ Misc , 25) to the effect that the greater “covett” was “at first 
but 33 ynches, iut yearly they augment tt as thay list, broad Cloath 
being onely measured by it , and think was first made at the Camming 
of English ships ” From this it would appear that the variation was 
an ingenious device of the native dealers to get more broadcloth for 
their money 
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i**oorth soo/u 'Wth much Importunllyc, but I rcfusd so 
an obltf^tlon least for that Cause I should bee t>cd 
fo him to the prejudice of the Compan) , for hcc s^-ould 
expect some rccompcncc I cannot bragg of this follle 
but It Is A vice that few In m) place arc gulltic off but 
I had rcsolued rich or poorc to doe nothing unttwithy 
the Honor of m) Masted nor the good name of an honest 
man. The king this euening went to Hauas lemalL 
June 29-— At night the king retumed 
June 3a— I is*cnt to vfsitt Abdala Hassan from s^hom 
I had reedued a former kindness xmexpected * for that 
were mere strangers. This obseruance I was enforced too 
part!) by gratitude, but pnndpally b) nccc5sll>c. Ohe 
ftmrm amtei>t /an/* I needed them and to the Markett 
I could not goc (for all arc to be sould) for want of guifles. 
Yet hec Is noc taker and I tookc knowledge of yt, to his 
Joy lleconcred me much kindnes, cyther to speakc to 
the king or dcliuer an) wrighting I accepted of yt 
generatl), but at first would not engage him Into busincs 
bcong )•« dependant on Asaph chaa He answered they 
were all one and that I could not keepe a better way I 
rcpl)'cd I had not much to askc the king my prinapall 
busines (which I had In command from his Malcstie my 
Souerayne) was the procunng better priunedges for the 
Continuance of loue and Commerce betweene both Nations 
which demandes had long remaynd In Asaph chans 
handcs, to whom they were refend If I had answerc of 
that, my busincs after would passe with more ease for 
that, if It pleasd the King to scale confirme and publish 
those articles, I presumd no man would dare to Infringe 
them and that our Merchannts should trade securely free 
from violence and Iniuiye and then I should haue no 


* s« p 184. 

' ** ObrtcquloQSDcu procures friends** a well known quotarion from 
Terence I 
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cause to offend any by Complaynt, and should haue little 
els to doe but to wayt on the king and visitt my frendcs 
if his Maiestie vtterly refusd them and the Alliance and 
leauge of the king of England, I had noe more to doe but 
to retume vnto my Countne I had dischardged my 
dutie Hee answered I should not feare but that the king 
would Continew a frend to his Maiestie and our Nation, 
and that noe reasonable demand would bee refused mee 
I replyed I had expected long and saw fewe effects, and 
what had passed last yeare at Suratt and in many parts I 
was sensible off but that for some respects I would not 
violently pursue lust Complaynts Hee said hee vnder- 
stood mee that the Prince was some for what was past 
Demanding if Zulpheckcarcon had payd his mony, I 
answered no wee were agreed (to our losse), mony only 
wanted He said hee would that night acquaynt the Prince 
and procure present payment Hee is Captame of all the 
souldiers entertayned at Court, and Treasurer to all 
armyes He entertayned me Courteously, with few 
Complements but much ciuihtye Wee sate to see his 
souldiers shoote m bowes and Pieces Most of them with 
a single bullett did hitt the Marke, beeing a hand-breadth 
in a Butt Wee had some discourse of our vse of such 
weapons , and soe I departed 
July 2 — I went to visitt the king and to moue him 
about our Articles, if oportunitye fauored He only 
bowed him selfe at my Commmg, and was poseest with 
much busines, for that the Princes goeing for Dccan' was 
altered, at least deferrd He had gott mony to pay his 
debts, and his warr was ended 
July 5 — I sent to Asaph chan to know a resolution 
concerning my demandes, and upon what tearmes I stood 
with the Prince, for that I knew if he remaynd our 
enemye Suratt would bee no port for vs that our shippes 
were ready in 3 monthes to arriue that it concerned mee 
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to knew whertoo I should trust, for vtiIcssc I might haue 
our residence confirmed and those prluilcdgcs gnntcd 
uhich I had demanded and c)lhcr assurance of frcndship 
or at least luMicc from the Tance, I must take m> leauc. 
He rcpl)'ed hec would that night speake ulth the Prince, 
and In 4 da)'c3 answer mcc absolutely 

Juijr 7— He sent me woord that concerning my 
propositions for Pnuilcdgcs and the Kings Command for 
redresse in all our former Inlurjcs, that that day or the 
momw he N^ould dcHucr It to the scale They were 
accorded loo* amply and In fev dayes I should haue 
them that he had conferrd with the I’rince whowas\'cry 
willing to bee our frend, and If I would come to him I 
should be \*cry Wellcome, and uhatsocucr I could require 
reasonably at hts handes should bee performed 

yir/r 9.— I went to \*isitt the Pnnee but sent before, 
who returned I should bee \*ct> welcome. He expected a 
present, but when none appeard hce proceeded to busincs , 
arul supposing t would itcrat Zulpheckcarcons delays 
openly hi5 Officer Socarolla came to mcc and said for the 
Pnnccs Part of the debt wee should haue a Cko//» for 
Suratt whcnsocucr I would send and that Zulphcckcarcons 
remaymer should bee pay’d ready mony by order from him. 
So that If the Mcrchannls will follow the getting it In (in 
which their Is little done) they may be satisfied for my 
part Is ended. I haue made a g reement and dculdcd the 
debt, and procured order for payment, but cannot runn vp 
and donmc to Banians and officers, in whose handes now 
H rests. 

July la — I rccciued aduisc from Agra that not one 
Cobde of Goth would sell but at \cary lowc rates they lay 
the faultc on the lost ycarcs sales for swoordcs no man 
would lookc on them and Hydes not at the price they 
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Cost in England Concerning the debt of the Gouemors 
brother^ left by Master Young^ they first sollicited it, but 
could not procure a penny , then they made vse of my 
lettre mentioned to the Gouernor, who sent presently to 
Command satisfaction Master Shalbanck was imployed 
to him, beeing a daies loumey out of Towne Ther hce^ 
pretendes Master Browne offered him abatement, or els 
that hee would retourne some Cloth So that Master 
Shalbancke finished with him with the losse of about 90 
ntptes, for which hee excuses himselfe vpon Browne and 
vpon their Neede, that, having not sould one penny-woorth 
of goodes in 3 monthes, they had not mony lefte to pay 
horsemeat , for that before his Comming he had Com- 
mand from mee for example sake not to doe yL If 
I had the assistance of one honest sufficient man, that 
loued the Companyes profitt better then their owne ease 
or pleasure, or had had that authontie ouer them which 
was requisite, or that it had not been published to them 
that I had none, I would haue Caused many things to 
haue had another face. 

July II — I receiued from Amadavaz the long expected 
wyne , one runlett 3 quarters full, conteyning 6 gallons 
and one glase, the other runlett was leaked It was 
sowred with long keeping , yet it came fittly for my new 
reconcilements, and will seme turne. 

July 12 — I sent to the Guzelclian one Case of Aligant 
It was somewhat sower, yet soe much in request that it 
was receiued with good acceptance I sent such excuse 
with it as was requisite. 

July 13 — In the Morning I sent Sultan Carronne 3 
bottles of Aligant, and a lettre concerning the Portugalls, 


^ See p 178 

® Robert Young, who seems to have gone out m Downton’s fleet 
He was pnncipallv employed at Agra and Lahore , and returned to 
England m 1626 ® The debtor 
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the diflcfcnccs bclu'ccnc our trade and thdra, and to 
procure all the Customer In and out to farme for the 
Companj*cs vtc. The Coppie h regbtred The Tnnee 
Caused (as Is the barbarous custome all buslncs passing 
In publique) the Icttrc to bee twice read by his fccretary, 
and often Interrupted It with speech to him , In the end 
sent ttoord that at night, when hcc Came downc, hec 
nould read It himsetre, and consider and that I should 
recciuc answerc from Merze Socoralla. 


To SULTAW Ca*ox»l.* 

(AdJl lfS. 6 tts C96.) 

tit Ma)^, 1616. 

Moil Rojrall Ihince, 

I Cannot but confesse and acknoirledge the great Juiiicc 
rw haue done our Nabon In the debts and extortions of 
^IphedEcarcon, wherof 1 inll speedHr aduUe njr lord the most 
m^htjr King orf EngUrvd, that his Maicstie may render your 
Hffhnes coi^gnc thanckes and that your (arse and renosme may 
be knovne in all parts. Rut I cannot but greeue when I consider 
that your highnesgood opinion and grace toirard vs is auened by 
somerdifartuneor muinformation, which by many Cercuumanccs 
b manifested to mee, Pnndpally In that fauemr y^r highnea hath 
declared to the Portugatl, our enemyes. Butt if your hrghnts 
were pleased to regard the dlfferance bctwcenc our procecding> 
and ihetres, that wee only desire open trade for all Nations, to 
the enriching of your highnes kingdotnes and the adranang of 
yoor Cnsloinei, wberas they haoc ever sought to keepc In subjec 
tl6n your tubie^ tuirenng none to tra£quc but them selues and 
exacting dutres for IiceiKe 10 passe spon Toat seas, contrary to 
•n honor and JuiUcc, calling thor King In Europe King of Indta« 
In proofe wherof our readines to embr^ Peace K their obsUmey 
In b loffidcnt wiitnes , though tbeyr force is no way tcmble to 


* Coptes of thb teller la Ea^sb and Pcrsuui, are amnog the I O 
Records (0 C, Not. 360-1). Tbo Persian cm»y b endortwl by Roc 
^CDpy of my lettre to the Prince. I May 1616.” As thb date appears 
on aJI the copies, it b erldently not ■ slip but h seems MtsUly 
dear that the abme b the letter which was presented to tbe IMocc 
00 July luh. We must therefore tappose that thb endeavour to 
“settle a better opmton in tbe Prince of our natioo* (p. 16S) was 
written on kity lit, bat that its deln'ery was postponed, probably oo 
account of tbe r ene wed hopes of an amioule arrangement with ZdJmolr 

Khjfii 

Tbe difTereoce In tone betaxeo this and Roe's preiioos letter to 
the Prince (p. 139) b slgniBcant, 
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VS, that are so poowrfull m shipping that all Europe is not able to 
equall his Majestie thenn 

And if your highnes suppose that the Portugall hath or would 
bring eyther more raretyes or more profitt to your port, I dare 
affirme your highnes hath receiued ivTong enfomiation First, 
for cunous and rare toyes, v e haue better meanes to furnish your 
highnes then any other, our kingdome abounding ivith all arts 
and our shipping trading into all the world, wherby there is nothing 
vnder the sunne which wee are not able to bnng, if we knew your 
highnes pleasure, what you did most affect , wherof whensoeuer 
you shall please to giue a writing, you shall haue expenence of 
our readmes to doe you seruice Secondly, for profitt, our king- 
dome IS Naturally the most fructfull in Europe and the most 
abundant in all sorts of armes, cloth, and whatsoeuer is necessary 
for mans vse, besides which, your Highnes I suppose knowes 
not wee yeerly bnng into your Port in ready mony 50,000 Rialls^ 
of Eight, for which wee only carry away Callicoes and Indicoes, 
to the ennching of your highnes kingdomes ivith siluer 

And that your highnes may better perceiue what profitt doth 
arise by our trade at Suratt, and that hereafter we may not bee 
vexed by officers at the A/fandtca, wherby we shalbe enforced to 
trouble your highnes with daylie Coraplaynts, wee are desierous 
to rent our Customes of your highnes, both in and out, and will 
yearly pay your highnes at one payment 12,000 jRupes for our 
sayd Customes, So that your highnes wulbe pleased to dischardge 
vs of all other duties and troubles , which I suppose is a fair 
greater summe then euer your officers made you any account 
And in all mattres wherin your Highnes shall Command, you 
shall fynd our Nation most ready to obey you, and myselfe in 
particular iviU not omitt all occasion to doe you seruice, whenn I 
doubt not I could some wayes giue your highnes content, if I had 
oportunitye to speake with you Your Highnes Noble Nature 
will excuse my bouldnes, and that I wayte not on you myselfe, 
for that for want of language I could not so well expresse my 
desires, as by ivnting The great Creator of Heauen and earth 
blesse you and multiply on your head all felicitye and Honor 

To doe you seruice, 

Tho Rol 

the English Ambassador 

At night I went to the Durbarr to visitt the king So 
soone as I came in hee sent Asaph chan to mee that hee 


^ There is probably some exaggeration here. On Roe’s own 
testimony (p 1 21), Keeling’s fleet had brought but 43,572 rials, and 
this was for Bantam as well as Surat. According to the factors 
(p 166 « ), only about 20,000 nals were landed at the latter place. 
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heard I had In m> house an excellent Pa)'mcr nnd dcsjcrcd 
hcc mtpht see some ofhls v^orkc. I rcpl>cd according to 
truth that ihcr u'as none but a >*oung man, a Merchant, 
that for his exercise did with a pen draw some figures but 
very meanly far from the Arte of painting The king 
rcpl>*ed that I should not fcarc that hee u'ould take any 
man from mec b) force that hee uould nejlhcr doc me 
Injunc nor suffer an> other, and prayed that hee might 
see that man and his uoorke, whatsocuer it was. I re 
plied I had no such doubtc of his Malcstie and for his 
satisfaction I A\*ould bnng him to the GuuiUknn with 
such to>*cs as hee had uhlch perhaps was an hliphant or 
a dcarc or such (ike in paper At this ansu-crc the king 
bowed himselfc , and rctumd that If I dcsicrcd an Eliphant 
or the figure or an> other thing In his Cuntnc, I should 
not bu) It nor sccke any other wa> but to him that what 
soeucr I had a mindc too hee would giue mce and that 1 
should freely speakc to him for he was my frend. I made 
a rcucrcncc and answered that I humblie thancked his 
Malcstie Ellphantcs were of no use to mce neythcr was It 
the Custome of m> Nation c3|»ccially of my place, to askc 
anything if his Maicstic gauc mce but the woorth of a 
mpj I would recduc It and esteeme it as a markc of his 
fauour He replied that hee knewe not what I dcsicrcd 
that ther were some thing* In hi* Countnc rare In mync, 
and that 1 should not make daynty to speake to him for 
bee w’ould giue mec such things as should bee most 
Wellcome and that I should bee Cherfull for that hee was 
a frend to our Nation and to mce, and w^ould protect \*3 
from any Injuiyc but dcsicrcd that I would that night 
come to the GustUeban with the youth that I’ayntcd and 
his Pickturcs. So Asaph chan wishd me to send home to 
fetch him to his house, whither If 1 would goc and stay 
with him vntill the king Came abroad I should bee veary 
Wellcome, which I promised, I ncuer rccclued so much 

P 2 
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grace and fauour from the King as at this tyme, which all 
men tooke notice off, and accordingly altered their fashions 
toward mee Especially it hapncd well that the lesuite 
was made interpreter of all this by the kings appoyntment 
When the king rose, I went to Asaph Chans house 
(hauing sent for Master Hewes,^ the supposed Paynter), 
Asaph chan beeing gone somwhat before I found him 
satt on a poore Tarras m the ayre on a sheete with other 
great men His Porters stayed mee at the doore at my 
entrance , so that as soone as I came to him I said I was 
come according to his request and did often desire to visitt 
him, but his seruants stopped me as if I were a sutor 
I entreated him to reforme it, for that it was a discurtesye 
to one of my place He Called his steward and Master 
Porter, and Commanded them that if I came my selfe 
no man should presume to stay mee but lett me passe 
into him, and that all my seruants at all tymes should bee 
brought into a roome to sitt downe and that his house 
should euer bee free for them So I satt, and for Com- 
plement acknowledged the fauour the king had done mee 
so publiquely to proceed from good reports made by him 
of me and our Nation, which wee would with all due respect 
endeauour to requite. He replied he was euer my frend 
in his particular, but that the kings good opinion and 
fauour to mee proceeded from his owne good disposition 
I answered seeing he was so modest not to take it vpon 
him and so refuse the thanckes, yet I desiered him that hee 
would vse this oportunitye and season of his Maiesties 
gratiousnes to mooue at night the sealing of our 
Priuiledges, for that our shipes were ready to arriue, and if 


^ Robert Hughes He was admitted a factor m Nov 1614, and 
went out in the same fleet as Roe. In 1617 he was sent to Agra and 
later still (1620-21) was one of the pioneers who opened up trade at 
Patna, where Mukarrab Khdn, who was then governor, treated the 
English factors with great cordiality Hughes seems to have died in 
1623 or 1624 
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they found no alteration they \rauld land no goodes, and 
I should bee reputed very Negligent In my dutlc, to my 
vtter disgrace and mine In my Masters fauour, who would 
not lay the fault on any other nor bcclcuc any excuse 
having rccciucd such assuranoi of loue from the Great 
Mogull by his last lettres, and that I had a Pickturc of a 
frend of mync that I esteemed very much, and was for 
Cuno3it)C rare, which I w'ould giue his Maicstle as a 
present, seeing hce so much affected that art** assunng 
mysclfe he neucr saw any cquall to It ncythcr was 
any thing more esteemed of mee. He answered it was not 
good to Moue yt publiquclj It might bring forth opposition 
and dispute but that I should rclye on him hee would 
see them sealed speedcl> that the kings consent was 
already passd by refcrrcncc to him but for the Picture he 
desird I would send for yt presently that bee might see it, 
and present it to the king (so nothing in this kynd once 
named Is lett sllpd, and f iros engaged to my guift). I 
sent for yt and astonlshd him hee seeming to take 
extreame content, eauen to admiration , assuring mee It 
would bee the most welcome guift I cuer presented 
Suddenly hee rose (the king bedng come out) and desiered 
me to staje there that hee would goc to the king and 
send for mee Icaulng mee musique and Company 
Within halfe an hower two of the kings semants came for 
mee and after some speech vrilh Master Hewcs,whenn 
hee was Satisfied Asaph chan asked mee for my little 
Picture and presented It to the King He tooke extreame 
Content showdng It to cucric man ncare him at last sent 

^ Jahingfr considered himself a connoisseur m such matters. ** I 
am so fond of pictures, be says in his memoirs, *'ai>d bme such 
ditcrimioatioQ In judgiog them toat I ran tell the name of the artist, 
whether Uviog or dead. If Ib^ were simQar portraits fioished by 
scTtral snlstL I could point out the painter of each. Even if one 
portrait were Wished by several painten, I could mention the names 
of those who had drawn the different portions of that single plctnre 
(EUhot and Dowson s History of Indut^ vt, 360). 
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for his Cheefe Paynter, demanding his opinion The foole 
answered he could make as good Wherat the king 
turned to mee, saying my man sayth he can do the like 
and as well as this what say yow? I replyed I knew the 
Contrarie But if hee doc, said he, what will you say? I 
answered I would giue 10,000 rupies for such a Coppy of his 
hand, for I knowe non in Europe but the same master can 
performe it^ Nay, said the king, I will call 4 Paynters, my 
Cheefe woorke men, and what will you giue mee if they make 
one so like, that you shall not knowe your owne? I replyed 
I had nothing of valewe to giue his Maiestie, but at the 
arrmall of the shipes I would giue the best rarety I could 
procure. He answered that was long but what wager 
would I lay in the meantyme ? I replyed I knew not what 
to offer in wager to so great a Prince, nor became it me to 
name it , but if his Maiestie were pleasd I would lay any 
in my Power to pay Why, said hee, if yow will not lay 
with mee, lay with the Paynter I answered no, Sir, as 
I am vnfitt with your Maiestie, so your Paynter is no 
equall match for mee but I will wager with Asaph chan 
or Abdalazan or any of your lordes So he Commanded 
Asaph chan, who offered 5,ocx) rupies I replyed I was 
Content, but mony was no honourable bett, especially 
among frendes but I would lay a good horse. Soe the 
match was agreed on , but Asaph chan recanted in Priuat^ 
After, the king fell to drincking of our Allegant, giuinge 
tasts to diuers, and then sent for a full bottle, and drincking 
one Cup sent it to mee that it beegan to sower soe fast it 
would be spoyld before hee Could drincke all, and that I 


^ From Roe’s accounts (Add/ MS 6115, f 276) we learn that the 
painter thus characterised was Isaac Oliver, the celebrated miniaturist 
(1551-1617), that the painting was “a small limned picture of a 
woeman , ” and that it cost m England 6/ , and would have sold in 
India for 1 50 rupees 

This interesting episode is entirely omitted in Purchas’s version. 

® For the conclusion of this inadent see p 224 




SIR THOMAS KOh- 


l6l6] 


21 $ 


had none. So hcc turned to alcepe the Candles were 
poppd out and I proppd my way out of doorcs. 

This day a gcntellwocman of Nonnalls u-as taken In the 
kinfja house In some action with an Eunuch Another 
Capon that loued her k\Hd him The Poore Wocman wus 
sett up to the Arme pitta in the Earth hard ramed her 
fcetc tyde to a stake to abyde 3 dayes and 2 nights with 
out any sustenance, her head and armes bare, exposed to 
the sunns violence if shec died not in that tyme she 
should bee pardoned.* The Eunuch w’as Condemned to 
the Elipbantes. This damsell yccldcd in Pearlc, Jewcllcs 
and ready mony i6o/X)0* rupias 

July 14. — I sent Asaph Chan a bottle of wyne, putting 
him in m>md to dispatch the scaling of our Pnulledgcs. 
Hcc Called to his Secretanc for them and promised to 
send them scald with expeditioo. 

July 15. — I sent to Zttipheckcarcon for mony He 
desiered that 1 would forbcarc 6 dayes for that his mon) 
and the Princes was ready but for som goodes ddiuered to 
others there was di/Tercnce that hcc had sent to Suratt for 
testemony against such as denyed and wee should be 
cleared with all togithcr I gaue order to Master Fettiplace 
to retome that I was Content to forbcarc tenn dayes for 
mony but that I desiered he w>uld firrae the agreement 
in gcnerall with his hand and scale, that I might be secure 
from any new caudles , which hcc promised to doe the 
next day 

JuJy Id — I Could not gett the brokar to goe, by whose 


* Teny (p. 407) ttn that the Csnlt she lud committed wms khsiof 
tboe^iroa thjU the ntter wu cot to pieces in her sight and thst 
she Dved a day and a ** crying oat most hunentabiy, while she 
was able to speak. In her langoage, as the Shanamites chiVie did In 
hU Ak^ mty kfil my keasl which horrid esecud oo, or rather 
morder was near oar boose. 

' Pnrehas says "sfadccne btmdred tboasand,* whkh b obrloosly 

WTOOg 
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Negligence all our busines was deferrd and delayd I had 
not power to dismisse him, though hee did more hinder vs 
then all other letts togither , neyther had the Merchanntes 
any will, for I mooued it often So that I can doe no more 
He offereth his bill for the mony, and that is a warrant 
for the Princes part, if they \\ ill fetch it , if not, I am 
blamelesse ' 

July 1 8 — I went to the Durbar to visitt the king, but 
could not yet gett a dispatch of my demandes 

July 19 — I sent to Socoralla for the Princes answer to 
my lettre concerning the farme of Coustomes^ Hee said 
that it was referrd to Asaph chan and him that they 
must meete and Conferr about yt and then I should 
receiue yt At euening 1 sent to Asaph chan, desienng 
him to fauour my request ,for renting the Princes dues at 
Suratt, It beeing referrd to him and Socorolla, in which by 
a speedie answer hee should doe mee Curtesie, that I might 
tymely aduise therof to Suratt He promised- that hee 
would that night Consult about yt and giue me all assist- 
ance, and for my other busines in his hand it should bee 
ready in two dayes Thus I was fedd with hopes and 
delayes to no effect 

July 22 — I receiued lettres from Bramport in answer of 
those to Mahobet chan,^ who at first^ granted my desiei , 
making his Jirinaen to Baroch most effectual!, to receiuc 
our Nation and to give them a house near the Gouernor 
strictly Commanding no man to molest them by sea or 
land, nor to take any custome of them or any way trouble 
them vnder colour therof finally tha*- they might buy, sell, 
and transport any Comoditye at their pleasure without any 
molestation Concluding that they should expect to hearc 
no other from him and therefore they should be carcfull 
in execution I receiued with yt a lettre from himselfe 


Sec p 209 


* See p 199 


’ At once 
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(which wa<mnfc CiuHiljc then all (he InH)ct )*ccldctl mec) 
full of Curler) c ami humanitic and Rreat respect protest 
Ing hU dcsicf to piuc me Content and that uhal I had 
demanded I should male no doubt of performance and If 
I had an) other occasion to vse him hcc dcslered me to 
imlc arxd it should bee performed 
Tlic Coppic-i are woorth) the sednu for the rarencis of 
the I’hrose the fnnafH ! au*cd to l>c sent to Suralt* 
So that Uaroch Is prouidcd for a pood rctraitc from the 
Pnnecs Inlurjcs and the Custom piucn wherb) 1500// 
per annum tnibc •uued bestdes all mariner of searches and 
extoftlonv* hor the performance of this no man maketh 
an> dottbl, for that all men Confesse that hcc neilhcr 
Carcth for the Prince and soc feareih not** nor needclh an) 
man beemp the onl) bcloucd man of the kinp and second 
person In his dominions and In all his life soc llberall of 
his purssc and honorable of his woord that hcc hath 
enermsed pood reports from all other*. And Concemlnp 
Customc, (he kirtp takes none (he Gouemor* make It their 
proffilt which hcc professeth to seornc that bee should 
abuse the libert) of the kinoes Portv 
July 35.— I wrote to Mahobel chan complements and 
thanckes * and sent awa) lettres to Mcsolapatan concerning 
n factory at Bcnpala * At nlpht I soHalcd Asaph chan for 


^ The onptui knrrfiam Mahitut Khin U smfmjribe i O Kceonlt 
(0 C, No. \!o). In ibe tti/mJar rf SUJe Faftn {E. tniiei) it has 
Deto wrofliijr cDieml as the onctnal /anmJn 

A iranibiton of the taller forms No. jBt of the same series. 

* There seems to hare been some mlsondcntioding as to this. The 
lactofs at Serai decUrrd that the nsioms at Ttroach belonced to 
Kho^ Nisar (Sifrm/ LtUeri^^k tL 6j and 84) ; If so, Xlabibat Khin 
had no Dover to rerart them. As already mention^ boverer (see 
p. 199 the Idea of transf^nir (be Etiflith beadquaners to that 
town was soon abandoned. 

* Kerridfe wrote (Joly atrd, f6i6k that XTahibat KMn baled the 
I nnee and hh firouHt^ UUikir Khin. 

* The tetter b corned at £. iia of the MS 

‘ Id answer to the letter re cei ved by Roc on May ajrd. Roe's 
onjhul letter Is now aroonr tbe 1 . O Kecords (0 C No. jSa), and 
there b also a copy In Add! A/X 6115 (C iij). In It be says that he 
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my Articles His answere was short tary a wh5de , which 
I vnderstand not 

July 25 — I sent to Zulpheckcarcon at the Princes He 
desiered the Merchanntes to come to his house and hee 
would dispatch them 

July 26 — I sollicited Sacarolla for the Princes answer 
He replied that Asaph chan and hee had not mett, and 
that I must moue him to yt, for that else it would bee 
forgotten 

July 28 — I went to the Durbar to visitt the king, who 
referrd me to Asaph chan, with whome I went home and 


“was requested to procure a finnaen or Command for Ben^la, it 
beeing supposed that some shipping would be this yeare directed 
thither ,” but that finding fanndns of little use he is waiting for the 
conclusion of the proposed treaty, of which a copy shall be forwarded 
in due course to Masulipatam, ready for any English ship that may 
be sent to Bengal 

Roe had already suggested to the Surat factors that an attempt 
should be made overland to open up trade with Bengal, “so desiered 
by the Company and impressed into me by Captain Keeling,” and 
also w'lth I ahore and Sind , but Kemdge and his companions doubted 
whether they would sell much cloth in Lahore, and pointed out the 
nsk in Sind from the Portuguese settled at Ldribandar “ Bengalla 
generally,” they wrote, “ is a whott country, the moste of the Inhabi- 
tants \ery poore gentiles, and vpon the sea Coaste, where there is 
any hope of bennefitt, the Duch d. Portingales haue trade , wherby 
wee Conceaue that the transportation by land theither wnlbe more 
hazardous &. chargable then the bennefitt by the sale of a smale 
quantety can answer” {Surat Letters, May 26th, 1616) To this 
the ambassador retorted “that Bengala should bee poore I see 
no reason , it feedes this Countne with wheate and nse , it sendes 
sugar to all India, it hath the finest Cloth and Pintadoes, Musck, 
Ciuitt and Amber, [besides] almost all raretyes from thence by 
trade from Pegu If w'ee keepe lasques in our hopes, wee 

must plant at Syndu and vnite our forces , they wilbe els too fan- 
distant to assist one another , and it is the fittest place of all these 
dominions, considered in >^ 56 ^, for our residence The Number of 
Portugalls residing is a good argument for vs to seeke it , it is a signe 
ther IS good dooing An Abby was euer a token of a rich seoyle, and 
store of Crow es of plenty of Carrion It is to bee vnderstood 

wee must fire them out and maynteyne our trade at the Pikes end ” 
{Addl MS 6115, ff 102-108) Howeier, as the factors were unwill- 
ing, Roe ceased to urge the proposal , and so the matter rested for 
the present In writing to the Company (November 2nd, 1616), the 
factors merely said that the suggested voyage to “ Port Pequeno ” 
[Siitgdon] could not be made for want of small ships “ fitting that 
purpose ” 
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with all camc^tnc^ prc^^ctl the dispatch of m> demands 
and that hcc would mcetc Sacaroila about the farmc of 
our CuMomc^ Me answered me uilh mans Complements 
of frendship and louc but <lch)*ed mcc wlh sentences^ 
and Moralil) that kings were to be attcndc<l and that 
things must come from them of their owme mjmdc with 
out imporlunlt>c that patience would bnnp all to passe. 
I answered I had womc out all m> store with so tedious 
dclajTs and that If f had not depended on his promise I 
would hauc some wav at least procured a rcfusall and so 
departed but that I hoped he would cITcct >i for that 
the king m> Master would Impute the faultc to m> ncgH 
gcncc and 1 durst hardi> see his face without a better 
account of that Committed to mee Me replied I must not 
V'sc such speeches for the king could not blame me for 
an>'thing out of m> Power that hcc knewa: the m>mdcs 
of kings wxrc in Codes handes onl> and no man could 
rule them but himself that hcc spake not this with an> 
purpose that I should not haue them but to giue me con 
tent, least 1 should with Impatience mistake his good 
meaning and oneclion towardcs mcc. I answered I u-ns 
free from Iclous) of him but if I were more Importunate 
now the Comming of the shipcs enforced mcc that I was 
rcsoluctl roe goodcs should be landed vnlill I had some 
better assurance of our v'sagc. Hcc said all w”ts past and 
that these Articles I should hauc, but that the kingdomc of 
Suralt was wholic In the I*rlnccs Power the king would 
doc nothing to prciudicc his authont) That I should 
vlsitt the Prince and giue him a Present and make frendes 
among his seruants for from him I must expect m> best 
reamedy and our qulctt residence. I answered 1 had no 
presents vntiH their amuall that all other means I vsed to 

* Adnffea or apboriims (Lat seH/fm/nr), lien Joniofi, h hb /?is 
ewvrriet complains of the fondness of Terence and some of the ( reek 
poeu for “ the ftfdanB in of sentences. 
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procure the fauour of the Prince, and the assistance of those 
neare him, but it became not mee to seeke to every body 
111 that ^vhlch was a free demand of leauge behveene 
Princes, which I thought they should as readily accept as 
the king of England should offer yt Concerning the 
farme of Customes hee promised to send for Socorolla and 
giue me answere Many faire woordes were cast away on 
both Parts, and so I returned only with New promises 
Jtdy 31 — I went to visitt the Prince and, because I 
would haue occasion to speake, as well as to follow Asaph 
Chans aduise, I presented him a very delicate Piece scrued, 
with a fier loock, made m Leige, that would Carrie Poynt 
blanck as farr as a Muskett and weighed not 4 ^ He 

saw first all the qualetyes and after, as I suppose, sent for 
Zulpheckcarcon, whom I had not seen since his arriuall at 
Adsmere. When hee Came, the Prince poynted him to 
mee, wherat hee came and saluted mee My enterpreter 
was Called for and hee asked mee why I was angry with 
him I replied the Cause was Publique for many Iniuries 
offered our Nation, and for yet deferring any honest satis- 
faction Hee replied w'lth protestation that hee was my 
Frend . that what hee had done w’as by Commandement , 
poynting to the Prince confidently and Carelessly, Ther, 
saith hee, is hee that did it but for his owne affection he 
swoore hee would doe mee any seruice, and that I should 
not refuse to bee his Frend that hee would feast mee, and 
make any recompence, for that was not his owne faulte. 
I replycd that as long as the busines stood vnfinished I 
could not accept nor embrace his Frendship hee had 
daylie promised to scale the agreement, and made the 
Mcrchanntes attend in \ayne, which I tooke in great scomc 
He answered if that were all betweene vs, that I should 
send this day it should bee signed and the mony paicd ■ 


* “ Cost m Ljcgc 52J ” — Hoc’s Accounts. 



StR THOMAS ROE. 


l6t6] 


3Zt 


that h« Cared not for such Irfflcs to doe me scnilcc hee 
would doc a thousand t)'mc3 more, soc that I would bee 
rcconcDcdL I answ-cred tthen I saw his performance I 
«trald rcadil)^ embrace him and both vlsltt him and in 
vittc him to mee and that if hla harte were answerable 
to hts professions, hee should for amended of past wronges 
mooue the Pnnee to a better opinion of our Nation and 
procure for us such Pnullcdjjcs as hee in his owne expen 
encebest knew were necessary for « this performed and 
our reckonings c%*encd I was ver> ready to exchange any 
curtes) with him. Jfee replied If 1 Htrald come oftnerto 
the Pnnee, he would cflcct all my buslnes and vse his 
best Creditt , and soe wee parted. The Prince harkened to 
this discourse, and man> of the Pnndpalls were gathered 
about vs supposing wee would ha\*c Chidd or at least 
expecting some better spnrt then wee made them (for they 
ddight in contraii'ersies as a Pastime), but his faire woordes 
pw-ented )*t This obscruance I made of him that hee 
scemes to bee a free and good Naturd man for that hee 
Confidently a\*owcd the fault in his Master & seemed as It 
were to scome toha\x done such outrages of hb ownc dis- 
position , and hb professions appeared harty his Camadge 
to the Pnnee cardcssc and familiar >7i1lke all other men. 
At aftemoone I dcsicred Master FcttJpIacc and ladowc* 
to goe make experience of hb Frombes. 

August I. — Master Fettlplacc went to Zulphcckcarcon 
for hb Sento for our mony according to agreement , but 
hee refused to scale it, voder pretence that hee would first 
Collect the mony from diuers that had parte of the goodes 
and for hb owne hee gaue a bill to recdue 3 500 ntaptoodits 
of Abram chan , but would not tye himselfe to answer 
other mens debts. 

August 2. — I wrote to Asaph chan cylhcr to procure the 


* The broker 
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scale to my demandes before the shipes arnuall, with all 
the reasons I could urdge, or to deale soe Nobly as to 
giue me a reasolute answere , and to meete Mirze Socorolla 
about the farmed The Coppy is registred ^ Hec returned 
for my Articles they could bee sealed without delay, but 
that by the negligence ol his scruant they were mislayed, 
else they had bene finished, and required another Coppy 
for the farme of Customes, hee would advise thereon and 
doe me all Frendship f but in plaine termes hee beggd a 
rich present for the Prince 

August 5 —I seeing how Zulpheckcarcon notwithstanding 
all promises vsed vs, I resolued I would trye the vttmost 
and bee no farther abused with delaies Soe that I tooke 
the occasion of his watch day at the Princes, where hee 
must needs bee, and ther pubhquely to demand satisfaction 
before his face and lett his highnes know with what 
cuasions my long patience had bene tyred But before I 
went in, I sent laddow to signifie the intent of my 
Comminge, whereatt hee entreated mee not to Complainc 
nor speake of yt for that day, and if I would trust him soe 
farr as to forbearc vntill the Princes goeing in, hee would 
returne with mee, and giue mee full satisfaction So that 
I ventured once more, not for his sake, but for that I 
knewe it would not bee a Wellcome motion to the Prince 
that was soe vnpleasing to his Minion When the Prince 
rose and departed I, that neuer thought myselfe suer of 
soe vneertame a man, desiered Merzie Socorolla to hearc 
the Conditions agreed on and lett him know that at 
Zulphcckcarcons entreaty and promise to finish it now, I 
had that day forborne complaint, desiering [him] to wnttnes 


* Of the Sunit custoirib 

“ See f 1 14 of the MS 1 he letter is, however, dated July 31 si 
^ In a letter to Pepwell of September loih, 1616, Roc says th.it his 
offer was accepted m principle No actu<il arrangement, howc\cr, 
was in.idc, .IS they failed to come to terms, see letter to Company, 
tebruary I4lh, 1617-18 
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to the I’nncc if I wxrc enforced the lust cause of prccuanccs 
I rccciucd b) his da) he falshood repeating the debt the 
abatement and m) desicr with the others promise. With 
much adoc I got him to Confesse the sumes but then bee 
ing free for 4 or 5 dales and hauing now escaped mcc hcc 
iought all means to deferr giuing his /m/o for the whole 
which was that I insisted bn Ilrccn) , after man) disputes 
bocorolla tould him plain!) it was dishonest to putt vs off 
to an) other seeing hcc tookc our goodes howcucr hcc 
bestowed them for the I'nnccs part, it was giuen os a 
present but that Ifhec would doc as hcc ought, giue me 
content b) his bill for the whole debte and lake it v'pon 
himsclfc that hcc would mouc the Pnnee to pa> as much 
as hcc had rccciucd and soe fair case him if not, hcc 
would hinder him all in his power and assist mcc nevt 
da>c to Compla)*nc. Diuers others counccllcd him and 
pcrsw'adcd him soe at last he gaue his woord Publiquely 
desicnng me to goc mih him to the Court of Guard wher 
bee ute and I should haue mydcsier SocoroIIa intreated 
mcc to doc soe and finish )’t and for the mony hcc 
promised to see it performed. When wee wxrc sate hcc 
offered mcc presents and much kind vsage. I dcsicrcd a 
dispatch of that I staled for and before I could accept of 
none, boe hcc drove the bill himsclfc and .^led in the 
presents of diuers and read It to our interpreter and 
Master Bidolph, who said it wns well and sufHaent 
wherat w*cc tookc handes. And pressing mcc to take a 
Gould shalA^ I answxrcd \rcc were but newly frcndcs 


‘ A ihawl embroidered wlih ®r with poW iDWvcn. "Shawl 
b tbe Hlndcutoni tAdlf from IM Sanikrlt twaU vanegated, the 
word referriop to the various shades, grey fawn, etc of the 6ne 
wool {JxuhmTua') of the Hitnalayan coats of which the 

fuDous shawii of Kashmir are made* (Note br Sir George Ulrdwood). 

This b perhaps tbe earliest occurreoce of the word ia EoglUh. Id 
tbe seventeenth<entury records at the lodu Office it U foood in such 
forms as "shelU and "shairooli| see Sir George Birdwooda 
Rtp^rt en the Afi etilujucta Old Retards p. .Jo, etc 

) 
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when I saw any constancy in his Carriadgc and the mony 
paid, I would bee more free with him, yet I would receiue 
no obligation Thus this long and troublesome busines 
IS finished, in which I was so farr from any sistance of 
Justice that I got the disfauour of him that should haue 
been my fudge, and Asaph chan my procurator could 
find noe other means of reconcilment but by agreement 
with my enemie. Yet the losse is not great or none to the 
Company, for it is in their powers to make shares, more 
beeing recouered then their debt by 300 mamoodtes or 
therabouts , and in theirs not only all things at their owne 
rates, but the 2,cxx> mamoodtes giuen is Comprised and 
restored (which was almost a shame to demand, beeing 
called a guift^) , and I shall desier those that deale in the 
busines not [to] ease themselues in their dispatches, soe 
gently parting with mony, and cast the burthen and envy 
on mee to recouer it What paines and aduentures I ran, 
what I bare shutting myne eyes and ears against many ill 
vsages, I best know that soe often felt Nature and honor 
repine and obiect a stupid patience. 

This night the king sent 4 or 5 messengers for mee to 
[come to] the Guzelchan, but the first mistaking his arrand 
and my owne indisposition deferrd my goeing 

August 6 — I was sent for to the Durbar The busines 
was about a Picture I had lately giuen the king^ and was 
Confident that noe man in India could equall yL So soone 
as I came hee asked mee what I would giue the Paynter 
that had made a Coppy soe like it that I should not knowe 
myne owne I answered a Painters reward — 50 ruptes 
The king replied his Painter was a Cauallero? and that too 
smalle a guift , to which I answered I gaue my Picture 
with a good hart, esteeming it rare, and ment not to make 

* See p 194 * See p 213 

^ A gentleman — a term the king had doubtless learned from the 
Portuguese. 
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companions or wagers if his Scnianl had done as well 
and would not accept of my gulftc, his Malcstic was most 
fitt to reward him Soc with many passages of Icsts mirth 
and brages concerning the arts of his Counlr>*c hoc fell to 
askc mcc questions !lo\v often I dranck a da) and how 
much and what? What In Fngland? What bccrc was? 
How made? and whether I could make it hccre? In all 
which I satisfied his great demands of state. Hcconcluded 
that I should come to the Guutdtnn and then I should see 
the I’iclun. At night lice sent for mcc, bcclng liasiie to 
triumph In hts woorkman and shewed me 0 Pictures, 5 
made by his man all pasted on* one table so like that I 
\ras candlc'llght troubled to dlsccmc which was which 
I confesse be)*ond all expectation )^t I shcn-cd m>mc owne 
and the diff er enc es , which were In arte apparent but not to 
be fudged b> a Common c>*a But for that at first sight 
I kmcw U not, hec was very merry and Io>full and enked* 
like a Northern man, I gauc him way and Content, 
praysing hit mans arte. Now, sallh hec, what say>*ou? 

I replied I saw his Malcstic needed noc J’ieture from our 
Country Hut saicth hec, what wU you puc the Painter? 

I answered seeing hec had soc fair excelled my opinlonc 


* Ihirchas has “In one IaWc. »» if orini: the *tml In ihc tcn>o 
(then not uncommon) of "pKaore. E«dentty the six were faiicnwl 
(iHi.bll)' for the Mn^ml detached one oflcmard*) upon »ome flat »ur 
ucc, pmbabljr of thin board. 

KcKtudreB the mJniatare ptwcnlcd by Kne, Sir (*001^0 IUnlinwd 
has kindly jtircn me the foUmrini, note “ This most hare been une 
of the tmall portndu In waicrcolnan on papCT or vellum vhkrb 
became so huhionahle in the of Queen FJunbeth. »hcn the 

Eextoh school uf miniature tautlnj; commenced witn Nkhobu 
Hilliard ( 1 S 47 1619), and was contimM by John Hoskins and tbe 
two Ofn-efs, and rcarbed lls hkhest wcwlcncc hi SamocI Cooper 

! 1609*1673) ra the rdffn of CUarto I It was out until the rdim of 
omes 11 that Ivory was used in ibis country fur mlnbuuro painting 
(o ctmtemporary miniatures of the Great Moipals on Ivory arc known 
tome. All the portrahs of the period 1 have seen areon 6qc, smooth 
paper and are stippled 

• Hoasted. “Then Is she mortal home, howso )x emJtt'* {Fturit 
Oorar Uk. Vll, c 7 st. 50). 

Q 
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of him, I would double my liberalitye, and that if hee came 
to my house, I would giue him lOO Rupies to buy a Nagg , 
which the king tooke kindly, but answered hee should 
accept no mony but some other guifte , which I promised 
The king asked what ? I said it was referrable to my dis- 
cretion So hee answered it was true , yet desiered I would 
name yt I replyed a good swoord, or Pistoll, or Picture , 
wherat the king answered yow confesse hee is a good 
woorkman send for him home, and showe him such toyes 
as you haue and lett him choose one , in requitall wherof 
you shall choose any of these Coppies to showe in England 
wee are not soe vnskillfull as you esteeme vs Soe hee 
pressed mee to choose one, which I did The king, wrap- ' 
ping It vp m paper and putting it vp in a table booke' of 
myne, deliuered yt with much Joye and exultation of his 
mans supposed victory ® Wherat I showed him a Picture 
I had of his Maiestie fair infeanor to the woorke I now 
sawe, which caused mee to ludg of all other by that which 
was deliuered mee as the best He asked me where I had 
it ? I tould him Why, said hee, doe you buy any such 
things ? Haue not I the best, and haue I not tould yow 


^ Note-book 

2 The following is Terry’s hearsay account (p 135) of this incident, 
which, it will be noticed, is incorrect in some particulars “ It hap- 
pened that my Lord Ambassadour visiting the Mogol on a time, as 
he did often, He presented him with a cunous neat small oval Picture 
done to the life in England The Mogol was much pleased with it, 
but told the Ambassadour withall, that happily he supposed there was 
never a one in his Countrey that could do so well in that cunous Art, 
and then offered to wager with him a leek of rooptes (a sum which 
amounted to no less then 10,000/ sterling) that in a few dayes he 
would have two Coppie made by that presented to him, so like that 
the Ambassadour should not know his own He refused the great 
Wager, but told the King he would adventure his judgment on it 
Two Coppies taken from that Onginall were within few dayes after 
made and brought and laid before the Ambassadour in the presence of 
the King , the Ambassadour viewing them long, either out of Court- 
ship to please the King, or else unaWe to make a difference ’twixt the 
picmres, being all exquisitly done, took one of them which was new 
made, for that which he had formerly presented, and did after Profess 
that he did not flatter, but mistake in that choise ” 
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I Will gluc you \\hat socucr you dcsicrcd ? I thanckcd his 
Maicstic, but that I held it not Ciuilitle to trouble him in 
such tnfles, cspcclall> as a begger Hcc replied it was noc 
shame to aske of him and bad mcc speake at all tymes 
freely pressing mcc to Aske somewhat I ansu'crcd I 
w-ould not choose my gulftc what socucr came from his 
Maicstics handes I would rccciuc as a markc of honor He 
replied if >*ou dcsicr my Picture I uill glue )’ou one for 
j-oursclfc or for j*ourklng I ans^\'c^cd ifhts Maicstic would 
send the king one I would gladly Came y t and kmewe his 
Maicstic would take it Frcndly and esteem It much but 
that since his Maicstic had cmbouldned mcc I would dcsicr 
one for my sclfc, which I uxmld keepe and Icauc to my 
posterity as an ensigne of his Maicstics fauour Hcc 
replied your king doth not dcsicr one, but you doc 
therefore )ou shall hauc it and soc gauc present order 
for the Making Then hec turned to rest and wee were 
blindfold dismissed. 

I receiucd lettrcs from Agra which slgniBe 
that Indlco Is like to bee at good rates and Cheape 
Cloth sells not att all , hides for lossc. Conccmingc the 
debt of Mahamett Hasslnc left by Robert Young* vpon 
mj lettrc the Gouemor wrote to him to pay It who 
refusing he sent for his officers and burd the Cause and 
ludgcd the debt dcivc to the English, and gauc sentence 
for payment Yet thcr was after abated about 90 rv/w 
of which Master Crowthcr frees himsclfa 
August 9. — This empty day of other buslnes cnuites mcc 
by the strangenes of the action to mention brecfl> a 
sentence of the king and execution accordingly 100 
thccucs were brought Cha>Ticd before him and accused 
Without farther Ceremony as in all such Cases Is the 
Custome the king bad Carry them away and lett the 


2 0 * » 5 ce p. 208 

Q 3 



228 


THE EMBASSY OF 


[l6l6 

Cheefe be tome with doggs, kyll the rest This was all 
the processe and forme The Prisoners were deuided to 
seuerall quarters of the towne, and openly in some street, 
as in one by my howse, wher 12 doggs tare the Pnncepall, 
and 13 of his fellowes, having their handes tyed downe to 
their feete, had their Neckes cutt with a swoord, but not 
quite off, and so left naked, bloody, and stincking to euery 
mans vew and incomodytie ^ 

August 10 — I receiued lettres from Amadavaz , with 
which a Copy newly arnued, from Master Kerndg to 
Jhon Browne, concerning a dutch shipp of 300 tunns at 
Ankar at the barr of Swaly She had been at Ba[n]tam, 
and laden with south Comodities, had dischardged most 
part at Moha in the redd sea, wher shee tooke Chickened 
and royalls for her goodes, and with about 100 tunns of 
spices and that mony Came to Suratt, pretending to seeke 
trade. Her People seemed not willingly to disclose their 
purpose but that they expected a fleete from Holland and 
would ryde vntill the season, and accordinly declare Her 
arriuall, it seemes, made our factors at Suratt much afrayd, 
eyther of their purpose to doe some spoyle on the Coast 
in reuenge of Certeine debts oweing, or of settling a factory 
in India, where they would both out-present, out-bribe, 
and out-buy vs in all things, ether of which would be veiy 
preiudiciall to our proceedings, especially if they should 
robb Sultan Caronns ship expected this season in retume 
from Moha. So that although I had not admse particu- 
larly addressed to mee (of which I woonder)* and this 


^ For numerous instances of Jahdngfr’s cruelty in punishing 
offenders, see his so-called Memotrs (.Tdnkh-ujahdngir), translated 
by Major Price 

* The Venetian gold ducat {zecchtno, cecchino, or seguin') It was 
long current on the shores of India, and wds held to be worth about 
four rupees For an interesting note on the subject, see Yule’s 
Anglo-Indian Glossary Mandelslo \alues it as high as 85 or 9 rupees 
’ The Surat factors sent off the intelligence on July 26th, but their 
letter did not reach Roe until August 14th (see p 243) In it they 
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Comtning castially yet I went to visitt the king and cn 
formed him of all my Icalousycs»* which were noe other 
then to begett some In him. Hcc enquired what this ship 
brought? which 1 declared according to relation What 
the flecte was like to bring? If they intended trade? Or 
if they were men of warr» vpon whom the stormc were 
most probable to fall? I answered that for their trade 
they Could bnng nothing but Easteme Comodityes, from 
China or the Islands for that their owne land yellded 
nothing fitt for these parts but that they llued upon trans- 
port of forralgne goodcs, and seeking new trades, gayning 
by all Nations that needed others and had not vse of 
shipping but that they most aflected a footing In these 


stated that the ship was the whkh left Dantam ia the 

prerioos September and, captannr on her wav a Portonese vessel 
Uden with aeoamon, entered tbe Red Sea and anchored al Mocha 
alter duposme of most of her bdmL to great profit, her comonnder 
encouraged by some Gojaritf merchants, detennmed to visit harat, 
after spendmg tbe monsoon at Socotra, felling however to fetch that 
tsland, be was forced to proceed In sptte of danger of approach 
mg the Indian coast at this season. Tbe gmemor wrote Kemdge, 
was afraid either to entertain the Uoteb or to dnve them away and 
so was temporising be had refused them a boose, tboogh be ewered 
to boy their cargo at ament rates and he was trying to frighten 
them away by represerobg their danger of shlpwTeck or of attack 
from Portaeo^ vessels. *Im English, it seems, eniertamcd the Dotch 
merchants nospilabiy bat were crMently alarmed by tbe proape ct of 
competition from thn quarter t and Kenklge expressed a stroog h(w 
that tbe exp e ct ed fleet from EngUnd womd dnve them away for 
such," he said, *• is their practice against the English wher or when 
•oeuer they have power to eflcct it-*' Roc’s re^Jy however was 
‘’coocemmg the HoUaoder I haoe rcceiued instroctioos from England 
how to deale— not bv force, as yoo intended ;* and, altbough he spared 
no pahis to secure tneir dtsmissai, be was airefiil to avoid all show of 
hostility 

For a faUer accoont tbe rurrative of the Dutch commander I Icier 
▼an den Droecke, pobllsbed at Amsterdam In 1648, shonld be coo 
tolted. Tberem be expressly tays that *' tbe English did thdr best 
with presents and bribes to cause our departure ( and in his leUerto 
the Duectors at Amsterdam desoibiog his voyaged O Records 
Treoueripts^ Senes I, voL W, No. 78) he specifies the amount 
thus gheo as 000 rials. He al» mentmis that tbere was an 
Rngllsh ambassador at court with a large train of from twenty*frre to 
Ihiitv men. 

* lioubti or sospiciotts. Julius Omr i, H “ That you do love 
me I am nothing jealoos.* 
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Parts, and some hould and retrayt, both for the keeping 
in awe of those with whom they traded, and for a security 
for themselues from all violence or vnconstancj’^, which 
Course they had held in all parts to the South and East 
where they had any recourse, building forts for defence of 
themselves, wherby by little and little they became masters 
of the Port,^ wherof at Mesolapatan was a Neighbouring 
example . But I thought if they Came as men of warr, 
they would not attempt any thing on this Coast, especially 
in presence of our flecte, which wee expected as soone as 
they arriue, nor in any place where wee had residence, for 
reuerence to his Maiestie the king of England, to whom 
they did owe eauen that liberty wherby they molested 
others But rather they would prosecute their Mortall 
quarrell against the Portugalls, eyther at Damon, Chaul, 
or perhapes at the head, Goa itself, for that if they came 
with such intent, they would doe somwhat woorthy their 
labour The king was somewhat troubled at my relation , 
but, as if all things were to little to concerne such mighti- 
nes, it passed away without any resolution 
August 1 1 — I vibited Asaph chan, and Cast new doubts 
into his head, pretending seruice and much affection to the 
Prince that, because the Hollanders were in leauge with 
the English, I would not speake that openly to the king 
which I had reason to feare in behalfe of the Prince, whose 
shippes were now abroad, to whom all the Coast was now 
subicct therfore I had reserued matter of most Conse- 
quence for his highnes, wherin if hee would bee pleased to 
heare mee and to follow my aduise, I would perhaps pre- 
vent that w'hich would both trouble and dishonor him in all 
which, seeing it proceeded out of an earnest scale to doc 


’ Roc’s drift will be easily pcrccucd He knew how distasteful the 
idea was of any European power getting a footing m the Mogul’s 
dominions 
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h»s H{ghnc5 scruJcc I hoped hcc would ludj^c of my good 
meaning and purpo^ not according to cuents v.hich v,cn 
lubicct to Casualties which had often more force in cxccu 
tion of councclls then the wisest and most adutsed 
reasons. He gauc mee great lhanckes for m> Care and 
louctothem dcslcnng me to goc on the morouc to the 
Pnnee, whom hec would prepare that cueninge for a Con 
fcrance with mee, uiihall admonishing mee (withdeepe 
protestations that he spake it udth the like affection and 
louc to mee that he saw I earned toward them bj t\mcl> 
warning) that I should b> all mcanes Indcauour to present 
that the Dutch should neither robb the Pnnccs ships nor 
spo}]e the Coast for that It would bee \er> ill taken of 
the king and dangerous for\*3 In respect that he had often 
hard (hat thc> were a Nation though not sublcct 
j*clt som wa) depervdant vpon the king of England, I 
answered though I had no reason to doubt the kings 
iaslice and wisdom In discerning and doting nght, >cl hee 
might sec that I had their safet) aircad) in my Care, w hich 
made mee so fair wade into the buslncs almost against 
our frcndcs jet the louc of lusticc compelled me to yt, 
for that wee were frcndcs to the dutch but not to anj of 
their vmlaw'full attempts that I could b> noc means 
answer, nor by any cquit>‘c be required to yt, for what 
they should doc at sea but after the arrluall of our ficctc, 
or where wee were seated I supposed they would oficr no 
violence, and to that end I w'ould both use m> Creditt and 
authontye, and alsogiuc such dayl) aduise and Intelligence 
as came to mee and that for procntion of what might 
happen at sea, I would dcliuer my opinlonc to the Prince. 
Now though these doubts which I sowed (especially of 
any enterprise on the Coast) were not so vrgent as I pre 
tended yet they serued my tumc for many purposes 
6nt, to irapnnt in the Prince on opinion of my dcsler to 
doe him serulce and good affection of our Nation tow'ard 
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him, and hereby to procure a more familiarytie of dis- 
course , secondly, I would vnder that pretence lay such 
rubbs in the Hollanders way as should not easely bee 
remooued, a matter of no small consequence to this trade, 
by whose admittance wee were vtterly lost , at least I 
would so farr norish lealousy as to keepe them from any 
footing , lastly, and which is not of least vse, I would tell 
my owne tale in the Hollanders person, seeing it is neces- 
sarie that the Prince know how wee wilbe reuenged if we 
continew to bee misused, and yet not convenient that I 
deliuer so much playnly, as our busines now standes 
Asaph chan seemed greatly pleased, assuring mee of 
fauour from the king to our Nation and of very gratfull 
reception from the Prince of my endeauours , wherat I 
tooke occasion to tell him how little encouragment I had 
yet receiued, especially in the delay of those articles pro- 
pounded in the Name of my Master, which was a busines 
most concerned mee and was the only siment to iqyne the 
affections of both Nations to avoyed and disperce all 
Icalousyes, whereby a perfect leauge and a kind of naturall 
louc would growe by Continuall trafique, commerce and 
cntercourse one with another He answered it was his 
faulte, but that thcr was tyme enough, it beeing 6 weekes 
to the shippes arnuall, before which I could make little 
vse of yt but that if hee had any honor in him, I should 
receiue them sealed within 3 dayes, and that w'hat soeuer 
else lay m him to doe mee or my nation seruice I should 
Command I answered in the same mettle of obedience, 
but to shorten Complements hee said wee should bee 
brothers, and that the title should bee sufficient to expresse 
all profession 

August 12 — I went to the Princes, to whom (as if I had 
rcserued the secrett and mistcrie of the busines only for 
him) I desired what I deliuered might bee pnuatly , which 
was done First, I tould him I had great reason to sus- 
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peel that the dutch flcclc expected had some ill purpose 
by the Carriadge of the ihipp amued who olTcrcd to land 
no goodcs but dealt dcr 5 ely rcseruing thdr resolution vntil! 
the Commmg of thar fcllowcs pretending that they 
entended a fac(or>, which If thc> did they would vnladc 
and not venture to ride In soc terrible a roadc open to the 
sea upon a lee shoarc, a thing strange and with vs held 
Impossthlc, that an> shIpp could gett In from the westward 
In this season much Icsse bide at Anchor the force of 
wyndcsordlnar>*e\*ntnt the change of the Monson But for 
preuenllon, I vnderstood they desired to bnng their ship 
which drew but 12 foole water ov*er the barr and to ride 
In the nucr, ) cl without Command of any fort * which gauc 
mee the most suspillon for shec would bee master of the 
nucr and goc out at I’tcasure, But that which did 
almost Confirmc mee that assuredly they ment to surpnse 
his hignes ships was That about icnn yeares since The 
Hollanders had a facturle at Suratt where all their Mer 
channts died leauingc much goodes and mony in their 
house, which bang veiw*ed and taken Inventone, Channa 
Ciuffffa and diuers great men deuided and tooke amonge 
them yet sending lettres to Mesolapatan of the Particu 
lars, olTering to repay it all to any that should bnng law full 
authoritlc to rccciuc It, whervpon this last yedre The 
Hollanders sent ouer land two pnndpaJl Mcrchannts from 
Mesolapatan to Suratt, hoping to haue found such lustlcc 
as their promise pretended but Contrary thty were beaten 
and ni vsed, rccoucring scaxdy their Chardge and some 
Indico that was kept vnsould, but for the mayne of the 
mony it was pretended to be In the bandcs of Ckanna 
Ckttnna and other great men , These Merchants thus 
bafiatted at Suratt rcsolued to trie the vtraost by falcr 
meanes, and desiered Icaue of mee to goe in my Company 


1 Otn of the reach of the truss of the fort 
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to Brampore, wher beeing, as they pretended, refused 
audience and all satisfaction they returned to Mesolapatan, 
but first reauealing to mee their intents that they feared 
this refusall before they vndertooke the voyadge, but yet 
to bee free from all scandall they had made tryall but 
that it was resolued the yeare following (which is this 
present) there should Come a fleetc to the Port of Suratt, 
wher, if satisfaction had beene made, they would trade, 
but finding the Contrarie with some shipes they would shutt 
vp the riuer and with others range too and againe and 
surprise all that Came out of the redd sea and all other 
trading on the Coast , ^ all which Considered, and that this 


^ Roe’s account of the beginnings of Dutch intercourse with Surat 
IS in many respects inaccurate The facts appear to be these The 
first Dutchmen to visit that port were two merchants named De Wolff 
and Lafer, who failed for w ant of support Later on (the date is not 
specified), David van Deinssen and another merchant proceeded 
thither The latter died, and Van Deinssen fell ill , but, as a Portu 
guese laid claim to some ivory in his possession, he was forced to 
journey to Burhdnpur, in order that the Khdn-kbdndn, as overlord of 
Surat, might hear the cause He decided in the Dutchman’s favour , 
but the worry proved too much for the latter, and he committed 
suicide His goods and money at Burhdnpur were taken possession 
of by the Khdn-khdndn , while most of those at Surat were sent up 
to that officer at Burhdnpur (apparently as the estate of an alien 
dying in the country cp the attempt to seize Aldworth’s effects) 
On hearing of this, the Dutch at Masulipatam threatened to take a 
Mogul vessel and compensate themselves In reply the Viceroy 
(Mukarrab Khdn) and Shdhbandar (Khoja Hasan AH) wrote in 
Oct 1614, assuring them that the goods in their possession would be 
delivered to anyone authonsed to receive them , and at the same 
time, in view of the war then being waged with the Portuguese, they 
invited the Dutch to send a fleet to assist in the siege of Damiln, 
offenng m return to giv e them that town when taken This inv itation 
was not accepted, but, as stated above, two merchants were sent 
overland to Surat to claim Van Deinssen’s goods One of these 
merchants appears to have been Pieter Gilles van Ravesteyn, who 
was later the head of the Dutch factory at Surat They recovered 
part of the property and sent it to Bantam in Keeling’s ships, re- 
turning themselves by way of Burhtinpur to claim the portion taken 
by the Kh.tn-khdndn In this, apparently, they were unsuccessful , 
but Van Ravesteyn m his letter home makes no complaint of ill- 
treatment such as Roe alleges, and he recommends that further efforts 
be made to establish trade m Gujardt [See Transcnpts at I O of 
Dutch Records (Series i, vol 11, No 71, and vol 111, Nos 87, 88) , 
Peyton’s J oumal {Add! MS 19276), and O C, No 181 (I O 
Records)] 
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shipp dcsicrs lo Come over the barr, 1 had great reason to 
nispect that no>v that was In execution Nshlch was so 
long threatned that this thipp should stopp the entrance 
to safety while the others tooke the booty, the rather 
because the Hollanders were soc Incensed at the insolen 
eves oHcrcd them and that they were a people strong at 
sea and rcx^cngfull and would neyther forget to [nor ?] par 
don Iniur^'c. I put hlshlghnes In mynd how easy It was to 
take his shipps and all others trading into the redd sea, and 
what lossc it would bee to him and to all his subjects to 
haue the trade dthcr shutt vp or to expose his goodcs to 
yearly and Certaine danger that thcrforc bis blghncs 
should well advise how those weir entreated that beelng 
too strong in shipping were so able to requite all Iniuiycs.^ 
Hec gaue race many thanckes, with much profession of his 
gratitude for my good aflecUon showed him In this IntclH 
gence , but withall was much trqublcd desierlng me to 
gioe him some oounccll what to doc and how to behaue 
himsclfc at p r esen t, and to avoyd the danger of his shipcs. 
I answkred I was \*cry vnfitt to glue him advise, being so 
naturally Pregnant, haudng so many wise men about him 
hut, sedng hec so pleased to Command, I would venture 
myopinione and referr it to his ludgcmcnt to execute 
according to his wisdomc That hec should write to the 
lieutenant at Suratt to glue them all good woordes, but if 
It were possible (vndcr pretence of care of tbdr safety) to 
fright them from Coramlng ouer the barr wjth the many 
sbelffs, sandes and dangers of the riuer and then bis hJgfanes 
should bee sure they would dthcr away for fcarc of the 
weather and not rctume vnbll the season of Change, when 
I hoped our ships would be arriued to doc him serulcc and 
to prevent any Injury or If they resolued to ride It out it 


I Id aH this Roe was **tcina£ ha own ulc is the Holhuidef's 
peaoo." 
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was 100 to one they would be Cast away, and soe the 
question ended But if no perswation could preuaile but 
that they would ouer the barr, then the Leiutennant should 
perswade them to bring the ship vp to the towne, vnder 
pretence of better riding and more Conuenience of refresh- 
ing (which may else be refused them) and so draw them 
vnder the Command of the Castle, wherby they could not 
depart without leaue, and if their fellowes had done any 
thing at sea this would bee a good Pawne to redeeme yt 
But because it is easier and wiselier done to prevent mis- 
cheefe then to rcdresse it or punish yt, his highnes might 
send a Post ouer land to Syndu in 6 dayes, and thence 
send an aduisall frigott to his shipps to giue warning to 
looke out for a fleete and to keepe in sight of land, so that 
if such bee discouered they may shift vnder some fort or 
gett into Syndu and that after, if the fleete arriue at 
Suratt peaceably and desier satisfaction and trade, his 
Highnes in honor would I doubt not cause them to haue 
lustice. But for trade I must referr it to his wisdome. Only 
thus much I would signifie they would bee very vnruly 
ashore, disorderly especially by drincke, and that, if any 
lUstice were done in such Case, they would make it a 
quarrell. beeing desierous of any occasion, for that accept 
they might Command here (which would not befitt his 
greatnes) as they did in all other their residences, they 
professe them selues they shall game more by stealing in 
one yeare then by trading in many ^ So that if his highnes 
could be quiettly ndd of them, it were a happincs and ease 
to him But, howeuer, if his highnes saw cause to cntcr- 
taine them, I hoped it should noe way bee in our prciu- 
dice, who had beenc pnuiledged many years by his father 
and w'cre most ready to doe him scruicc. Hce answered 
mce they should noe way disadvantage vs that in all that 


* This rcinindik one of Roe’s own sentiment expressed on p 192 
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I had deliuered he would follow my Counccll and would 
not resoluc an>'lhlng Conccmlnji the Hollanders without 
my adulsc, desicring me to Contlnew to enforme him, and 
hcc would apply him iclfc wholy according to such Instruc 
tkms IS hec should rccdue of mce with many promises, 
good woofdcs and Complements. So that 1 haue arriued 
at one of my proposed endcs, and am in a falrc Course to 
all, but successes are sublect to the Chance of circum 
stances, and the myndes of Princes alter Mth tyme or arc 
ouerswayd with Passions and some tymes bought with too 
ezsy a Pncc.* 

Here I mooued M{f{i]ie Socorollo for the Princes resolu 
tion for so much of Zulphecarcons debt as bee chardged 
the Prince withall for that Master Bldolph the day before 
had showed him his hand and scale for the whole, 
wherin was Mentioned to be owelng by his highnes 5 500 
ptamoodtet and hee desiered to show the bill to the Prince 
and to know his pleasure. He ansnvtfed he had moued 
the Prince and bad order for so much, and would eyther 
pay It on the morrow or giue w ar ra nt to rcceiue so much 
at Suratt , and for 3 500 mam^odus which Zulpheckcarcon 
had previoiisly glucn his bill to Abram chan, hee would 
wntc hb lettre to Command the dcliucty, which made 
9iOOO in all , the remainder, which was to bee payd by 
Zulpheckcarcon hec would see performed at the Arriuall 
of the ludg of the Custome house, who was dayly 
expected. 

I am loath to omitt any Curtesle done me — 1 had so 
fewc — and because this was one of the greatest and for the 


AU mention of the arrival of the Dolch and Roe's action tbere- 
opoo watfopja eased by P u r eb as. docbtlesi in acccrdancr with his 
•“pressed imendon of reconfing as IhOc as po ssi b le of the bickennfs 
tny, at t lm time when be wrote, were fast enrenoming the relations 
between the EngCsh and the Dotriu In ibe same Csshlon be omits 
tn« entries nndcr tb« a6tb and ayth of tbb month. 
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manner new and from a person of so great qualety, I can- 
not but m gratitude confesse it His name is Gemal- 
Dm-Vssin/ a man of 70 yeares, vizeroy of Patan and lord 
of four Cittyes m Bengala, one that hath beene often 
Embassador, and of more vnderstanding and curtesye then 
all his Countriemen, and to be esteemed hospitable and a 
receiuer of strangers, not secrettly ambitious. Hee often 
made meanes that I would come to his house, which at 
last I did, and was receiued with extraordinary familianty 
and kindnes , offering me a leeck of riipias and such other 
Curtesyes so great that they beespake their owne refusall 
His fauour with the king, his Creditt, his councell, all was 
offered that could fullfill Complements And this I must 
confesse that from a person reuerent in yeares it seemed 
more cordiall , and for in some discourse speaking so 
playnly of his fellowes in Court truthes in myne owne 
experience, I resolued hee was a good-Natured and nght- 
harted ould man Hee tould mee much of the Customes 
of this Countrie, of their seruitude, of their want of lawes, of 
the cncrcase of this empire, wherin hee had serued 3 Princes- 
in grace and fauour (of which tymes hee showed mee 
a booke or Annall of all memorable Actions, which hee 
had daylie Committed to record and had nowe com- 
posed them into a historye, the Copy wherof hee offered 


* Mfr Jamdluddin Husain He had ser\cd Akbar m \arious 
military and political capacities, and under Jahdngfr had risen to high 
rank Elc\ en of his sons held commands m the army, and he him- 
self IS said to have been raised subsequently to the unique distinction 
(for a subject not of the blood rojal) of 12,000 horse {Afe/tiotrs pj 
JaltAni^ir, translated by Major Pnee) He was at this time subahdAr 
of Patna or liilidr, but was shortly afterwards tninsfcrrcd to bind (see 
p 245) , in 1621 he was pensioned, and amused himself with the com- 
pilation of a Persian dictionary, which he presented to the emperor 
two jeirs later In Hawkins’ list of the Mogul nobles (Hakluvt boc 
ed , p 420) his name appears, as a jnansabdAr of 3,000, uncitr the 
almost unrecognisable form of “ Mirza Sheinclndin ” 

* Jahinglr, Akbar, and apparently Humdyun , though, as the last- 
mentioned had died 60 jears before this date, Mfr Jamdluddm must 
ln\c been \cr) joung wlicn he was in Ins scr'icc. 
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mcc, If I could procure It tranibted*) concerning the 
kings reuenew and the minner of ra^^amg It besides Con 
fiscations gulfls and Cuttings \pon great men that the 
Cooerment of cuer> I*rouincc did )mrl> pa) a rent, as 
for his Gouerment of Patan onl) lice gauc the king 11 
/rrt/vxof nr//rf*(lhc rv/r starling Is 2 shillings 2 pence) 
all other prolitLs were his whenn hcehad regall authonl)‘e 
to take what hcc list which was esteemed at 5 000 horse 
the pa) of cueric one at 200 ruftfs b) )'carc wherof hec 
keept I 500 and was aiowed the surphsc as dead pay 


* Lord Cartw hi hli Inter to Roe In janoary i6i; 18, eiprested a 
hope that the ambaiudortroald fiod some meant of procunn{;a (rant 
Ubon of ihtt Intrmtm^ vork ; but nothing; leemt to hare md dose 
la the matter 

In mtKmte 10 an erKtulry Hr Ftbj bat kindly laformed me that 
tbe frock Is not Irvcloded In arry collctthm of I mun books or mami 
scnpti koovn to hire bat be adds that there h in the Koval Library 
Uerua,a short coRectroo of memoirs by Mir jamilmidin IlnaJo, 
whkh may possibly hare been ettreaed ffom iL 

* This appears to be the net cooinbution to the royal escheipicT 

after dedoctmjf all etpenies of adirdorstratlem. kor pniculars of 
the tarKWs prorracUl sobsidies see Thomas s f\tv<nvt Rtsfurtts »j 
tki Fmjttrr trbere this pasta;>c is quoted (tx 34 ir k 

* Tbe foTkMrmff is Terry's accotmi (p 410I of the well known 
system of nubury icnare hmc alluded to — “ The Mopol, in his far 
extended Monarchy, allows yearly pay for one MUlioo of horse, and 
for every horse and man abooi elchleen pounds ttcrllnr per annum, 
which Is exactly paid every )*ear raised liow Laod nnii other Com 
modhles «hich that Lmnlre «flbfds,and appointed for that purpose 
Now some of the Mneol's most belosed Nobles have the pay of six 
tboosand horse ; ana there arc others (at the least twenty m his 
Empire) which have the pay of five thousand horse j exceeding larjre 
PeosKras above tbe revenae of any other Subjects in the whole 
Morld, they amoanilng onto more than ooe homlred thousand 
pounds yearly unto a particular man. Now others have the pay 
of four thousand horse j others of three or two, or one thousand 
horse, and so downward { and these by their proportions are 
appointed to have horses alwa)'es In readmesse, well mannd and 
otherwise appointed for the Kbi^s service so that he who hath tbe 
pay of five or six thousand mast alvaycshave one thousand lo read! 
oess^oT more, according to the King’s need of them and so In pro- 
portw all the rest, whlcn enables th^ on a sadden to make op the 
numW at the least, of two hundred thousand horse of which 
number they have alwayesat hand one hondred thousand, to wait 

the King wh er esoever he it.* 

Cwpare also the account given by Hawkms dt p iipX 
•no roentloai the names of (he principal manjsMAn, ns inesc 
captains were styled. 


1 





240 THE EMBASSY OF [l6l6 

besides this the king gaue him of Pension i,ooo rtipies a 
day and some smaller goucrments , yet hee assured mee ther 
were diuers that had double his entertaynment, and aboue 
20 equall Hee praysed the good Prophet Jesus and hislawcs, 
and was full of very delightfull and fruictfull discourse 
This visitf was past some few dayes, apd I thought that 
his curtesye had becnc at an end, but this day he had 
borowed of the king his house and Garden of Pleasure 
Hauaz Gemall,^ a mile out of towne, to feast mee in , and 
oner night earnestly inuiting mee, I promised to Come 
At Midnight he went him self and Carried hjs tents and all 
furnitur and fitted vp a Place by the tancke side very hand- 
somly In the morning I went At my Comming hee 
came to meete mee and with extraordinary Ciuilitye 
carried me into his roome prepared, wher hee had some 
Company and lOO seruants attending two of his sonnes 
(beeing a father to thirty) Hee entertayned mee with 
showemg the kings little Closetts and retyring roomes, 
which were Paynted with Antique, and in some Panes 
Copyes of the French kings and other Christian Princes , 
wanting no Courtship That he was a poore man, slaue to 
the king That hee desiered I should receiue some con- 
tent, and that therfore hee had drawen mee to a slight 
banquett, to cate bread and salte togeither to seale a 
frcndshipp, which hoc desiered mee to accept that ther 
were many great men able to showe mee more Curtesye, 
but they were proud and falce wishing mee to trust to 
none, for that if I had businesess to the king of any 
weight, eyther concerning the Portugalls or any other, they 
would never dehucr truth who were my enterpreters, but 
only what eyther pleased them selues or would Content in 
the relation That therfore I should neuer be nghtly 
vnderstood, nor effect my busines without abuse, nor neuer 


See p 1 59 « 
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clcarl) know my wtatc, vnllll I Inti an rnRli^bman that 
could upcnkc I’cnnn and that mlRht dcliucr my mynd 
without jvK'Inp the toonjj of another which the kinp 
would prant mcc if I could f>nd an) for that lice had con 
cciucd a Rood opinion of mcc and the last night at the 
Gnssflcimn ha\InR brrHiRht before him the Icwclls of 
Shcck 1 end * Gouemor of Ijihor latel) dead hcc remem 
bred me of him sclfc, and seeing a I’Icklurc of his ownc 
that pleased him lie dcliuercd It to Asaph chan command 
In;, him to send it mcc to wcarc for his sake with many 
woonlcs of fauour towardcs mcc which would make all 
the great men respect mcc. In this t>Tnc came In dinner 
soc sitting on Cnqictts a Cloth was laycil and diuers ban 
quctling sett before v* and the like a Hltlc apart for the 
gcnlcllmcn that Companicd him to whom hcc went to cat, 
the) houlding U a kynd of \mclcanncs to mingle with vs. 
Whemt I tould him lice promised wee should cate bread 
and salt togllhcr that without his Company I had little 
appetite, boc hcc rose and sate b) mcc, and wee fell 
roundl) to our victualler The substance was made dishes 
of diucm sorts reasons, amondcs, I'lstachocs nnd fruict. 
Dinner ended hcc pla)al at Cherse, nnd I wailkcd. Re 
turning after some discourse I olTcrcd to take my Icauc. 
Hcc answered hcc liad entreated mcc to come to cate 
tliat what WTLs |>a.sscd was a Collation that I must not 
depart till I had sup^icd which 1 ca.scly agreed toa 
\bout an bower after cam to visUt him the Ambassador 
of one of the Deenn kings whom hcc prcscntc<l to mcc 
N'sing lilm with Clullllyc, but In a mucli Infcnour manner 


‘ Slwilh ^a^^d4 lUiVhJrt He Imil irmlcretl important •crvirci id 
«s-unnj, Jnliinjjfr’* mxcs»ii>n, rtkI had l»cen rcwanlcH mill iho cikd 
ntuKl of (ifico horw nnd tlio of ( nWnIt whcocc he was 

iniiMfcrrctI to the lainlnl) In ilic fifth ymr of ioc a-lffn Me illcd nt 
I'atliJn.and vnn Inmrd nt Mdlil 

In Ilawkin^ lat alrm ly rtled he b cillctl Iiy a copj-UtH or 
prmter'i ems" “ShdkScrkL 
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in respect of his fashion toward mee Hee asked me if 
his Maiestie my Master would not take in scorne the offer 
of seruice from so poore a man and if hee would vouchsafe 
to accept of a Present from a stranger for that hee would 
send a gentellman with mee to kysse his Maiesties handes 
and to see our Countrye I answered him as became 
ciuilitye and good manners So he sent for one Presently 
and questioned him if hee would venture the loumey, 
who seeming willing hee presented to mee, and said hee 
would prouide some toyes of the Cuntrye for his Maiestie 
and send him in my Company By the manner this 
seemed to me to be earnest While wee thus spent 
tyme our Supper came, two Clothes beeing spread as in 
the morning, and before me and my Chaplayne^ and one 
Merchant were sett diuers dishes of salletts and meate 
rost, fryed, boyld, and diuers rises He desiered to bee 
excused that it was their manner to eate among them- 
selucs his Countrymen would take it ill if hee eate not 
with them So hee and his guests, 1 and my Company 
solaced our selues with a good refreshing The meate 
was not amisse, but the attendance and order much 
better, his seruants beeing very diligent and respectfull 
Hee gaue me for a present, as is the manner when one 
IS envited, 5 Cases of sugar Candy dressed with museke, 
and one lofe of most fine sugar white as snow, about 50^^ 
weight 2 dcsiering mee to accept of loo of such against 
my gocing Which, savd he, you refuse of mce, thincking 
I am poore, but it costs me nothing it is made in my 
Gouerment and Comes gratis to mce I answered hoc 
had too far already obliged me that I would not refuse 
his Curtesye when I was ready to depart Hee replyed 
hee might be then vnfumished, and thcrforc desired I 


’ The Rc\ John Hnll, of \\hom see p 245 
* “ Spent in the howsc-kceping” (Roc's Accounts) 
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would nowc ^pcakc, that hcc might not loose his offer 
and labour too. Thus professing hlmsclfc m) father and 
1 his sonne, with Complements I tookc m> leaua 
j-lMptt/ 14— I recciued Icttrcs from Suralt* beemg 
nothing but a bundel! of contradictions to uhatsocuer 
motion I made In m> opinion for the advancement of the 
Compan)*s offa)Tcs, whenn I saw they tookc more plea 
sure to Argue then to execute and to showc their untt 
and aulhonl>*c then to )*eild to anj-thing not of their ovmc 
propounding their reasons beemg a mist of errors with 
uhich the) sent a formall resolution of Councct) to abyde 
the Iniur}*cs and not to dissoluc the factorye pre 
supposing ne>'ther restitution of extortions reparation of 
wronges, Pa) ment of debt nor confirmation of priuHcdgcs 
Contrary to their owne motions seucrally made, which 
beegalt the question* which the) now interpreted they 
intended that the Princes shlpps should be taken and I 
att Court , but that Indlscret motion I could not tast 
With these ! recciued a confirmation of the Hollanders 
amuall with their opinions to hauc me procure their dis 
grace (wherb) I was sure thc) would scckc revenge, and 
the blame and hazard l)*c on vs) or els to consent 
that thc expected Generali should bcatc them out,* con 
trary to that profession I cucr made in Companson of thc 
I’ortugall that w*cc sought open and free trade without 
purpose to wrong any What was fitt to be done I had 
not neglected before this aduise, and found no reason to 
alter It Want of Poircr caued mcc much labour but dis 
advantaged much our busincs. 

Au^si Id — I sent to Asaph chan for my promised 


* Sn Sumt LtltfrhccJt {\ O Records), under date of 23 Jnljr i6i6j 
a part has already been quoted (p. 166 ») Roc Is aomcnhat tc^■eTc 
on the Victors, whose letter is not quite to anrcoMnuble ak 1 bi-rc 
ImpRed. 


» Sc? p. 191 


2 1 w 


K 2 


* See note on p. 229. 
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Articles Hee swoore by his God I should receiue them 
that night or the Morrow 

August 17 — I went to visitt the King, who, as soone as 
I came in, called to his woemen and reached out a picture 
of him selfe^ sett in gould hanging at a wire gould Chaine, 
with one pendant foule pearle, which hee deliuered to 
Asaph chan, warning him not to demand any reuerence 
of mee other then such as I would willingly glue, it 
beeing the Custome, when soever hee bestowes any thing, 
the receiuer kneeles downe and putts his head to the 
ground^ (which hath been exacted of the Embassadores 
of Persia) So Asaph Chan came to mee, and I offered to 
take it in my hand , but hee made signe to putt of my 
hatt, and then putt it about my neck, leading mee right 
before the king I vnderstood not his purpose, but 
doubted hee would require the Custome of the Country 
called Stze-da , but I was resol ued rather to deliuer vp 
my present Hee made signe to mee to giue the king 
thancks, which I did after my owne Custome Wheratt 
some officers called me to Size-da^ but the King answered 
no, no, in Persian So with many gratious woordes sent 
mee, I returned to my place You may now ludg the 
kings liberallitye This guift was not woorth in all 30 h } 
yet it was five tymes as good as any hee giues in that kynd, 
and held for an especiall fauour, for that all the great men 
that weare the kings Image (which none may doe but to 
whom It IS giuen) receiue noe other then a meddall of gould 
as bigg as sixpence,^ with a little chayne of 4 inches to 


^ See p 227 

^ Ihe stjdnJi, or prostration (see entry under date of Oct 19, 1616) 
’ ]n a letter to the factors at Ahmaddb^d, Roe speaks of it as worth 
“ not aboue 600 rupees ,” and m one to Surat he reckons its value at 
about 500 or 600 rupees This is double the value here assigned 
* These appear to be the “ portrait-coins . in the nature of 
medals or presentation pieces” referred to in Mr Stanley Lane- 
Poole’s Moghul Emperors and ihetr Coins, p Ixxx. 
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fasten It on thdr heads which at their ownc Chardg some 
sell with Slones or camishc with pendant Pearlcs. 

Aw^st iS, — I rccclucd a warrant from the Prince for 
5 500 part of /ulphcckcarcons debt 

August 19 — Gcmal«din vsAin (who Invited mcc to 
Hauar GcmalP), bceinp ncwl) made Gouemor of Syndu 
came to mcc to dinner with twt) sonns and tuo other 
(;entcllmen and about a hundred servants. Mec cate some 
banqueting stuff made In m> house by a moorc Cooke, 
but would not tuch such mote os I had provided of 
my oumc fashion, though his appetite was very good a 
k)nd of superstition forbidding him. But hcc desired mec 
that 4 or 5 dishes might bee sent to his house such as hcc 
vrould choose, bccing all backd meates which hcc had ncuer 
scene, and that hcc n^uld dire on them In )>nuatt which 
was accordingly don And loc olTcnng vs the Totvne of 
S)ndu and all other Curtesves In hU Power hcc made 
hast to fill his belt) I gaue him a small present according 
to Custome.* 

Thb daj soddeniy d>‘cd to m> great grcife and discom 
fort my minister Master I tail a man of a most gentle and 
mild Nature religious and of vnspotted life.* Hcc had 
bcenc ill but 5 dayes and that but caseh In the morning 
he had w-alked abroad, and lay downe In a Garden on the 
wett Earth supposing him scife in no danger At noonc 
hcc cate with very good appetite. In two bowers after he 
dyed. Thus it pleased God to la> a great afUictlon on mcc 
and my famcly for our sinnes, taking from vs the mcancs 


* See p. 24a 

* A book coQUioink 48 khects of pictures, •'bceiiiL the whole historic 
of our laalour Chmt," which cost In tjijhnd 34s. TKoc s AcenuntsX 

’ “ Ho was one of the best and quietest ond humblest men tb.1l cucr 
I knew wrote Roe to the Company (November a4th, 1616). Little 
|i known of hhn, cscept that bo belonged apparently to 1 ctersficld, 
In Hampshire and that he groduaicd from Roes own collejfe 
Wiffdalen) in 1600, and Liter became a fellow of Corpus Chriitl (sec 
Fmier's Alumni Oxottirnsfi and Terry's Vuyogc). He was only 
thirty^en at the lime of his death. 
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of his blessed woord and Sacraments for our neglect of so 
heauenly bcnifitts, which was to mee (God knowes my 
hart) the heauiest punishment I did feele or feare in this 
Country ^ Codes will be done My houshould was sickly, 
my Cooke new dead, and I had as little loy or consolation 
as I beleiue any euer had, noe Comfort, no conuersation, 
no such dispatch m my busmes as might giue me Creditt 
or Content, no such entertaynment as my qualetye required 
nor which might haue appeasd and made other inconuem- 
ences tollerable, no hope of proffitt in myne owne estate 
This was all that made mee hue a resolution to performc 
with an honest hart all I had vndertaken, according to my 
power, comitting my selfe wholy to my Creator 
August 20 — I dispatched answer to Suratt^ with bills of 
9,000 mamoodie^^ of Zulpheckcarcons debt and aCop3^ of 
his agreement, to showe such as hee Charged with part of 
the Goodes, though hee now stood bound for all , with 
those I sent the Persians firmaen for lasques^ and Copyes 
of all the proceedings therm, to bee ready att the arnuall 
of our fleete, if occasion required them, aduise about 
Barooch, the dutch, and all necessary busmes 
This day and the night past, fell a storme of rayne called 


^ The ambassador wrote at once to Surat for another chaplain 
“ Heere I cannot hue the life of an Atheist , lett mee desire you to 
endeauour my supply, for I will not abyde in this place destitute of the 
Comfort of Codes ^soord and heauenly Sacraments” The post was 
offered to Mr Leske (see p 168 w ), but he was unwilling to accept it 
So the matter remained in abeyance until the arrival of Pepw ell’s fleet 
with two young ministers on board “ Tlie graver of them,” w rote the 
Surat factors to Roe (September 26th, 1616), “about 25 yeares of age, 
IS Called Edward Terry , was a fellowe of Corpus Chnsti Colledg m 
Oxford He is \erry desirous to staye m the Countrye and 
would willingly imbrace your Lordshipps sen ice. The Generali hath 
spoken to me in his behalfe and geuen him fayre Comendations ’’ 
ITius It was to the occurrence of the vacancy at this time that we owe 
the Voyage to East India 

® The letter is given at f 114 of the MS Part of it has already 
been quoted on p 167 

® One for 3,500 received on the ist, and one for 5,500 which the 
Prmce sent to Roe on the i8th * See p 128 
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the OUphant^ vsuall at goein^ out of the rayncs but for 
the greatnes very extraordinaire wherby thcr rann such 
streames Into the Tanck whose head is made of stone 
in show cxtrcamly strong* but the water was soc grownc 
that It bracke ov*cr m one place and ther came an alarum 
andsuddcync fcarc that Itt would giue way and drowne all 
that part of the To\tnc where I dwelt in soe much that 
the Pnnee and all his woemen fonookc their house my 
next neighbour earned awa> his wife and his goodes 
on his Eliphantcs and Cammclls to fly to the hillssyde. 
All men had thor horses ready at their doorcs to sauc 
their hues y so that wee were much fnghted and satt vp 
till midnight, for that wee had no heipe but to fl>c our 
seines and loose all our goodes for it was reported that it 
wouW runne higher then the topp of my house by 3 footc 
and carry al away bcang poorc mudd buildings 14 years 
past a tcrrcblc experience having showed the violence the 
foote of the Tanck bcein;» IcucU with our dwelling and the 
water extreame great and deepe so that the topp was 
much higher then my house, which stood in the bottomc in 
the Course of the water cucry ordinarle rainc making such 
a Current at my doorc that It runne not swifter m the 
Arches of London bridge and is for some howers impas- 
sible by horse or man. But God other wise disposed it in 
his Mercy The king Caused a slucc to bee cult in the 


• At t ctmtolifliion held SqrtrmbcT trd 1637(1 O ilannc Reconli, 

MUc iX mention was made of **Thc ( cnner^l reports of all or most 
^ tl>e Cbeefe Fortoirill (tcnlJemen and fryers as well of this place 
n^OThay] as othen ncere Aioj-nlnue, That before the new Moooe in 
September It «nj impossitdc for nny shlpp of Char^ to ("ctt 

Qeere of the Coast without apparent and cmineot dainger (if Ikamd 
to the Southwards) Hy Reason they Constantly expect eccry ycare at 

Season an exunordiimie slorm vpoo the Coast, CaUed by them 
the Elopk*Mt which Comes with stich Vyoicnee and toe ^■n^abIc that 
noe Shfpp or Vesiell may pau micboat eminent damger as aforesaid. 
Cp. alsoUicqtKJtatioosln YulcS^w^/a-Z^isyd* t.n. Thertnot 

ocplami the name as den\-cd from the shape of the efouda al the time 
oftbestoon. 

* The dam referred to can still be traced (H R W (jarrick in 

■A*'ckte*i 0 ginU Survey hrp^rts (First ScncsX 4^)- 
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night to ease the water another way Yet the very rayne 
had washed downe a great part of the walls of my house, 
and soe weakened itt all by diuers breaches in, that I feared 
the fall more then the flood, and was soe moyled^ with 
durt and water that I could scarce lye drye or safe, soe 
that I must bee enforced to be at new chardge in repara- 
tion Thus were wee every way afflicted — fires, smokes, 
floodes, stormes, heate, dust, flyes, and no temperate or 
quiett season 

August 22. — I receiued from the Prince another warrant 
for 5,500 formerly mentioned^ , for that the first, 

it seemes, was not sufficient 

August 24. — I visited the king at the Durbarr and there 
demanded of Asaph chan the sealing of the Pnuiledges 
long granted by the king and by him deferrd 1 got his 
oathe to receiue them on the mormnge 

August 26 — I went to the Prince to know the resolution 
of the Hollanders receptions, wher I found it was resolued 
that, by reason of the expectation of the shipes from the 
redd sea, Content should bee giuen them in trade, but as 
yet no factorye nor house of residence granted, other then 
a warehouse for the landing of their goodes 

August 27 — I went to Asaph chans, but he was among 
his woemen and came not that day abroad I caused him 
to bee watched at night by laddowe, who tould him I had 
beene at his house and that if I receiued any more 
delayes I should bee enforced to Complayne Hee excused 
him selfe with Complements enough that hee was very sorry. 
Commanding laddowe to lett him know ouernight when- 
soeuer I resolued to Com to him, and desiering him to 


' The usual sense of this word is “to defile with dirt,” or (from the 
cause of this dirtying) “to drudge” (“Mode not too much under 
Ground” — Bacon’s essay, Of Plantations) Here, however, we have 
the original sense of “ to soften by moistening” (cp Fr inouiller) 

- Page 245 
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nttsfie me for that on <unda>, when hoc spake with his 
sister Normal^ the scale should bee glucn. 

This day I rccciucd adutse from Suratt that noc end 
could bee made with the Customer for cloth rated >-€1 no 
desire to Compfalnc, for that theGouemor had promised to 
Arbitrate the busines , and that a saylcr of a frigott from 
Socatra reported that the English flcclc tt'as there ariued 
with 4 shippes and one Plnnasc the men sick and wcake •* 
That the Gouemor of Suratt oflered the Hollander arriued 
at the Darr to buy all his goodcs b> the great’ and soe to 
dlsmlssc him which hoc refused requiring to bee rccciucd 
on all the same conditions and Prlutlcdgcs which the 
English cnjo>*ed To which was Answered that hec durst 
not Consent to that without warrant, the English havlngc 
obteyned tharc residence by sutc but to giuc them Con 
lent thc> oncred them a house to remajme In and to land 
thar goodcs and leaue to trade \ntill the Pnnces answere 
and resolution wtre knowne^ on this Condition that, if his 
Hlghncs would not Consent they should depart vpon the 
first warning cylher In thdr oivnc shlpp or if shoe wear 
gone, In the first Passadg to the Sowthward The Con 
diUons accepted the Hollander came ouer the Barr at 
Swally and there Moored rcsolulng to ride yt all weathers, 
and landed goodes daylic pretending that hee would only 
this ycare buy Cloth and Comodltycs for the sowthward, 
and be gonne with his shlpp within 20 dayes, for that 
hec feared the Portugallcs and had noe desier to bee 
found there by vs, but that if bee Could obteyne licence 
hec would leaue some Merchant in the Towne.* With 


* fleet of 1616, of which see Uler The report was Wse, for 

* desired pennhston was granted, for fear that otherwise the 
Uoich would retahaie od tbe nanre shlppios A slock of merrh^ 

accordingly landed placed tn the charge of a factor with 
three assisuiiii, and tbe iVoxsaa sailed for Bantam on August 30th. 
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those lettres I receiued one from the Gouernor of Suratt, 
promising mee all frendship 

August 2 ^ — ^The king went to Hauaz Jemall, and so 
a hunting Ther was taken a resolution to reqiooue to 
Mandoe, a Castell neare Bramport, wher is no towne , for 
that Sultan Paruis, beeing come from the warr in dis- 
grace, and beeing with his trayne neare Adsmere, the 
king Commanded him to Bengale, excusing himselfc to 
bee seene, and soe haumg dispatched him without such 
incomodytic as was feared would arise if the two 
brothers mett, he entended him selfc to settle Sultan 
Carome in the warrs of Decan, to which all the Chcefest 
were soe Contrary that the king feared to send him downe 
(as was the resolution some monthes past^) and therfore 
dissembled it vntill the other Prince were withdrawne and 
hee established by his owne Countenance, Comming so 
neare as Mandoa which remooue, if it proceed, will putt 
vs to extreame trouble and Cost, for that wee must build 
a new house both for our selues and goodes, the Castell 
standing on a hill without any other buildings neare yt 

August 30 — The king returned in the night, and about 
1 1 a Clock sent mee a very fatt wild boare, and so great 
that hee dcsicred the tuskes back, with this messadgc that 
he kyld it with his owne hand, and that tlierfore I should 
eate it merrilye and make good Cheare This occasion 
laddowe, that was sent for to the king to bring yt, tooke 
to tell Asaph chan that I desicred to visitt him on the 
morow, and hoped to receiuc from his handes the Priui- 
ledges granted by the king He answered hee could not 
dispatch them so soone, but that they should on Sunday 
be sealed, and that he was loath to see me vntill he had 
giuen me Content 

They had bought htllc at hunit, as lhc> founil aihcocs there to be 
dearer than in Ja\a(^ 9 /rr«/ I^ttirbook^ under date of A-ugust 20lh and 
31st, 1616 , 7 rtinsin/)/s, Series i, \oI 11, No 78 , Van den 

Broccke, Op stjiic lityscn, already quoted; * Sec p 192 
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A$i£$tsf 3 t — I went to the Durbar to vuitt the king, 
and there 1 acqua>^tcd Asaph chan wdth the newes I had 
rccctued of our flcele at Socatra, that thcrforc in all 
probabilytj'cs they might by that day bee arriued at 
Suratt that his long delay had much hindered our 
busincs for that I was resolued ncj'ther presents nor 
goodcs should be landed before I had rcccjued them * Hcc 
acquainted the king with the Comming of our fleete but 
with no Comptaynt against him selfc, protesting on the 
Morrow c I should bee dispatched 

This day I recdued adulsc from Agra wher no Cloth 
no[r] Comoditye would %cnt, insomuch that factory spent 
moore then they tookc and is ncedlcsse vntlll the season 
of in\*csting, but I had no power to saue you many a 
thousand Rufnes 

Stficmb<r i —I sent for my Pnuilcdgca, but rtcaumg 
another excuse of the kinges Natluitye and a great feast 
for two dayes t resolued I was abused, and so tooke this 
way to serue the present necessltyc I went to the Pnnee, 
whose Port wee were att and with whom 
Stptanber 2 , was our greatest busincs, for what Priul 
ledges soetrer I obteyned without his fauour 
wee should still bee suWeet to vexation and Iniury , I 
acquaynled him with the nearenes of our fleete, desienng 
his Command for their entertaynnaent and good vsadg^and 
that hec would grant vs such priuiledgcs as I would pro- 
pound, or els I was resolued not to disebardge there. 

Hec began roundly that the former yeare be bad beene 
neglected that hec had Chosen that Gouennent only for 
the Ports sake, and yet cuery body eauen his owme men 
were scrued before him, which hcc tookc in 111 part but If 
I would vndertake to him that whatsocuer toyes came to 
bee souW might be first showed to him, bee would grant 


Tbe required cooceulon of pThnleses from tbe king 
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mcc my full clcsicrb and giuc such order that no man 
should in any sort molest vs, promising to take nothing 
from vs, only to satisfye his Cunositye and to that end 
hec would giue mee a firmacn that wh.itsoeuer I would 
send for should come vntouched, unseene to my handes, 
soc that I would bringe them before him I replyed 
concerning his fathers presents, and such others Hec 
agreed to all reason, and requiring mcc to giuc him vndcr 
my hand on the monow my promises and dcmandcs and 
hec w'ould Confirmc them, so that I should find him our 
best frend , soc with very good vsadges I departed The 
promise and Conditions I drew the sam day and putt them 
into Persian for the Morrowc 

This day was the Birth of the king and solemni/cd as 
a great feast, u'hcrm the king is weighed against some 
Icwcllcs, gould, silucr, stuffs of gouldc [and ?] silucr, silkc, 
butter, rice, frute, <uid many other things, of cucry sort a 
little, w'hich IS giucn to the Bramini ^ To this solcmnityc 
the king commanded Asaph chan to send for mcc, who 
so doeing appoyiitcd mcc to come to the JMacc wher the 
king sitts out at Durbarry and there 1 should bee sent for 
in But the Messenger mistaking, I went not vntill J)ur- 
barr tyme , and soc missed the sight But bccing there 
before the king came out, as soone as lice spyed mee, hce 
sent to knowc the reason why I came not m, hce having 
geuen order I answ'crcd according to the error, but hce 
was extreame angry and Chydd Asaph chan publiqucly 
Ilew’asso rich in Icwcllcs tluit I must confessc I ncucr 
saw togithcr so vnv.iluablc wealth 1 he tyme was spent 
in bringing (T his greatest I'.liphaiitcs before him, some of 
which, bccnig Lord IHiphants, had their chayncs, belles, 
and fuiniturc of Gould and silucr, attended w'lth many guilt 

' Six ilii. .imiuiit in llic rulltnimg >tir llii- ftsli'.il i** 

llitrc spoken of ,ib ocinrring on llic Jtrst of Sepltiiibcr , lias is 
ippateiub the ililTtrciiec between ilie two ealeiul.irs 
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banner* nnd nappe*, and 8 or to 1 Ilphante* w*i>'tfnp on 
him clothed In pould *Ukc, nnd *iluer* Thu< pa**cd 
about lH‘cl\‘C Compan>*c* inml nclil> furnished the fir*t 
havinp all the phtc* on hi* lieid and brenat sett uith 
rub)*c* and 1 menlde*, bccinp a bent of a w-oondcrfull 
Ktaturc and beaut) Tljc) all !>o\m! downc befor the 
VInp makinp rcucicncc \cfj hand*oml) and was a 
*hoTfc a* wcwnh) a* I cucr mw an) of bca*t* onl> Tlic 
keeper* of cuer> Chefe 1 llphant pauc a present So \Wlh 
pratlous complements to mec he rose and went In 
At nlpht about 10 of the Clock hce sent for mec. I vrm 
abedd. The messape vns hce hard I had a picture 
Which I had not ^iKns'cd him dcsicnnp mec to Come to 
him and brinp )t nnd If ! ^%‘Ould not piuc It him >ct tint 
hec might see )'t and take Copp)’es for his vdocs. I rose 
and can>*cd yl with met When I came m I found him 
sitting crosscleppd on a latte throne all cladd Indlamondcs, 
Pearles, and nib)*cs before him a table of pould on yt 
■bout 50 Pceccs of pould plate sett all with stones, some 
very great and extrcamly nch, some of Icssc valcw but all 
of them almost couered with small stones his Nobilltyc 
about him In Ihdr best equipage whom hec Commanded 
to drinek frollqucly, seuerall wynes standing by In great 


* Co. HtwldniS /kfUficn p. 43$ | alio the foRowIni; paisapc from 
the JiS. diuT of John Jourdalo, who was ml Apra in 161 1 (llni. Mu*. 
a/Mw A /51 85B,I. 55) “The kifuje hath rrery 34 howm a frrih 
pant both of men and woemeo | ertry nobleman takes bn toamc to 
bet ch«Tc of the watch for 34 hoorcs, nnd ev er y dale nboute 5 In the 
aOereoonc they doc ihdr dutlc to the klnje arid soe departe. Tho 
kraues EUphanote* doc alw ketpe watch and come us dalle to the 
kmpe to doe ihdr duiyc as the men j for when the ldDt;e bebokles 
ihem they all att once putt their tnracke* over Iheir beadia, c^oein^,'e 
w to the kln^.'c ; then they departe, for they will not be ifooc 

Ww the kin^e loiik« 00 them. Then they March by detpe e * with 
PUjes before them and there wloe* after them. Fvery hJaphanni 
Mill hath two orfouryounje elaphannte* for their paRc* and two 
mo^whkh followe them, alias thee Elaphannte*. They are vety 
trapped with vduett, doth of goold nnd other Rhch atafTcs." 
,-Jbc mostcrof clcphanisbcl^nuely described In ibcw/a-/ /f/Aurf 

(modmann, toL k aiyX 
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flagons When I came neare him, hee asked for the 
Picture I showed him two Hee seemed astonished at 
one of them , and demanded whose it was I answered a 
frend of myne that was dead Hee Asked mee if I would 
giue it him I replied that I esteemed it more then any 
thing I possessed, because it was the Image of one that I 
loued dearly and Could neuer recouer but that if his 
Maiestie would pardon mee my fancy and accept of the 
other, which was a french picture but excellent woorke, I 
would most willingly giue it him. Hee sent me thancks, 
but that it was that only picture hee desiered, and loued 
as well as I, and that if I would giue it him hee would 
better esteeme of it then the richest lewell in his house 
I answered I was not soe in loue with anything that I 
would refuse to Content his Maiestie I was extreame 
glad to doe him seruice, and if I could giue him a better 
demonstration of my affection, which was my hart to doe 
him seruice, I was ready to present it to him At which 
hee bowed to mee and replyed it was sufficient that I 
had giuen it that hee confessed hee neuer sawe so 
much arte, so much bewty, and Conjured mee to tell him 
truly whither cuer such a woeman liued I assuered him 
ther did one hue that this did resemble in all things 
but perfection, and was now dead^ He returned mee 


^ The idcntily of the lady thus referred to is an interesting question 
Roc’s description of her is so lo\cr-hkc that one may presume her to 
have been no other than his latcly-wcddcd i\ifc She was a daughter 
of Sir Thomas Ca\c, of Stanford in Northamptonshire, and had been 
married in i6lo to Sir George Bceston (Nichol’s l^tceskr, iv, 352) 
Fhc date of her subsequent marriage to Roe I ha\c not been able 10 
disco\cr, but probabK it uas just before his departure for India As 
first shewn b> a passage in one of Carew’’s letters (Maclean's edn , 
p 79), pointed out by Mr S Lanc-Poolc, the mairiage was kept a 
secret, and this, together with the fact that she had a pension from the 
Exchequer of £,200 a >car in her own right (Rnt Mus Ha<'! MS 
3039.1 *79). explains why Roc made no proMsion for an> pajincnf to 
her from hib sa1ar>’ during his absence In a letter (undated, but 
appartntl> written towards the end of iGiGl Roc refers to their 
sepration and the embarrassing position in which his wife was placed. 
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that hcc tookc my ^ilHngncs %cry kindly but that seeing 
I had 8OC freely giuen him that I esteemed so much hcc 
uould not robb moc of yt only hcc v.-ould shem yt hjs 
lad) cs and Cause his woorkmcn to make him 5 Coppyes 
and if I knc^v m)Tic owme 1 should haxc yL I answered 
I bad freely and willingly giuen it and was cxtrcamly 
gladd of his Malcstlcs acceptance. He replycd hcc 
i^xiuld not take j t that hcc loued mcc the better for 
loumgc the remembrance of m) frende, and knew what 
an injurj'c It was to take it from mec , b> noc means 
hec would not k'cepe >^1 but only lake cop)^^ and 
with his ov-mc hand hcc would rctumc >% and his wiucs 
should wcarc them for indeed in that arte of Hmningc 


^ My abseoce was a faaitt bat wee tooke one another on condition 
If her mother and all her freindes perseente her fw my oVe, her 
conitaot %'crtue wiH bee more honoured and I bound to a stntter 
irratltnde- If I rctome, they may r epen t it He bept his (ooknoam) 
corre s pondeat to visit ber and her node, “ to whose discretion I haue 
re fen o her and the revealmj. of the marnpe* (Bnt. Mus. //arf 1 /S 
*576, £ SUk The resolution to keep the matter secret would 
also account for the ambasiador*s diplomatic sutement that the 
onpmal of the minlatirre *‘vas now dead. In one of bis letters 
to hir Thomas Smytbe (who was doubtless in hb conBdente) he asks 
that " my hdy may have her cho>ce of some qullu afler Sraythe 
has maae his own selection i and letters in the UnlUh Museum 
(£jfrrrsa J/S. 30S6. C and //^r/ J/i lp6» tr/ supra) show that 
Koe received a packet from her by the 1616 fleet entrusted to the 
care of WlTam Methwold These are the only references to her 
which I ba\“e been able to discover dariop the period of the embassy 
By the time of Roe’s return all necessity for concealment had 
c^cntly drsappeared { for (as will be seen Later) his wife met him on 
landhit and accompanied him to town- They were never again 
separated. She shared bis long exile at Constantinople, and her 
intrepid behaviour during a sharp engaoemeDt with Algerine pirates 
on the return voyage U proudly rdat^ by her husband, whose refer 
entes to her are always charged with the tenderest fedhig How 
much the was to htm cannot be better shown than by the words of 
hri win ** here I take my last Icav'c of her my most faithful, kmng 
and dKcrect cotnpamoo in all the tnaubles and Infirmities of oiy Irit 
beseeching God that we may meet in the Joys of hcareu i and 1 
desire that my whole will may oe Interpreted for ber best advantage, for 
I am not otherwise able but with love to requhe her merits to me. 
Lady Roc surrived her husband over thirty years, dying in December 
1675, she Ltft special instructions that she was to be buried by his 
side ‘’tn at pnvmte a manrter as be was 1 and they rest tog^her 
ra that n.imcless grave in Woodford Chorch. 
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his Paynters woorke miracles The other beeing in oyle 
he liked not 

Then he sent me woord it was his byrth day and that all 
men did make merry, and to aske if I would drinck with 
them I answered what soeuer his Maiestie Commanded 
I wished him many prosperous dayes, and that this Cere- 
monye might be renewed 100 years Hee asked mee what 
wyne, whether of the grape or made, whither strong or 
small I replyed what hee Commanded, hoping hee 
would not Command to much nor too strong So hee 
Called for a Cupp of Gould of mingled wyne, halfe of the 
Grape, halfe Artificial!, and dranck, causing it to bee fylld 
and sent it by one of his Nobles to mee with this message 
that I should drinck it twice, thrice, four or five tymes off 
for his sake, and accept of the Cupp and apurtenanccs as a 
present I dranck a little, but it was more strong then euer 
I tasted, so that it made mee sneese , wherat hee laughed 
and Called for reasons, almondes, and sliced lemons, which 
were brought mee on a Plate of gould, and hee bad mee 
eate and drinck what I would, and no more Soe tlien I 
made reuerence for my present after myne owne manner, 
though Asaph chan would haue caused mee kneele, and 
knocke my head against the grownd, but his Maiestie best 
accepted what I did The Cupp was of gould, sett all ouer 
with small Turkyes and rubies. The couer of the same sett 
with great turquises, rubycs and Emeraldes in woorks, and 
a aish suteable to sett the Cupp vpon The valew I know 
not, because the stones are many of them small, and the 
greater, which are also many, are not all Cleane, but they 
are in Number about 2,000 and m gould about 20 oz^ 


^ Terry (p 397) mentions the presentation, and takes occasion to 
reprehend the Mogul’s niggardliness “unto my Lord Ambassadour, 
whom he ever used with \ery much respect, and would moreover often 
ask him why he did not desire some good and great gifts at his hands, 
he being a great King, and able to give it the Ambassadour would 
reply, that he came not thither to beg any thing of him all that he 
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Thui hcc made froUquc and »cnt me woord hcc more 
esteemed mcc than ctJcr an> I rancLe and demanded if I 
ttcrc mcr> al catinp the wild bore >cnl mec a few dayes 
before? How I dresd It? Wbal I dranck ? and such Com 
plemenU that I should want nolhlnj; in his land v.hich 
his Publique and man> Rraces I found present!) In the 
fashion of all his Nohlllljc. Then hec threv. about to 
those that stood below ln-o Charcers of new and 

among « tuiti Chargers of hollow Almondcs of gould and 
sHucr mingled * but I would not scramble as did his great 
men , for t saw his sonne tookc \p none. Then hcc gaue 
shashe^ of pould and girdles to all the musltlans and 
wajicrs and to many others So dnncklng and com 
manding others his Malcstle and all his lordes became 
the finest men I cucr saw, of a thousand humors. Uut his 
sonne, Asaph chan and some tuo ould men and the late 
king of Candahor* and iiiy self forbarc. \S hen hec Could 


deiiftd wai iHai hb Owfitrrjr men, the Engloh, mlRhi Kate a free, 
safe and pcaecabk tr»de m hit ISooiiDioet. The wmitd 

atn«rr that he was bound in honour 10 aiTbrd them that, »c coming, 
from the furlhermmt naru of ihc wwW to trade there and would 
often btd the Ambatiadour to ask somethin;; for htmtelf t who to ihb 
sroold answer that If that Kiof; knew not belter to pre than he knew 
to iLsk, he must hare nothin;; Horn him. Upon th^ terms they con 
tlouatly both stood | so that In conclusion the Ambassadour had 00 
^Ifi from him, bet that before menlioned [the cup and stand], besides 
an horse or two, and sometTmes a Vest, or upper garment, made of 
slight Qoaih of Gold, which the Mogol would 6nt put upon hts own 
back, and then gbr h to the Amhassadour Rut the Mogo] (If be had 
so phased) might hare bestowed on him some great 1 nnccly grft, and 
fotmd no greater miss of k, than there would be of a Glasse of water 
Uken out of a great Fountain, ^ct although the Mogol had such 
Infinite Treasures, yet 1 ^ could (lode room 10 store up nrore still the 
desires of a corctoos heart being so unsatlablc, as that It never knows 
when h hath enough \ behtc like a bottomlesse purse, that can never 
be fin’d, for the more It hath, the more ilin it covets." 

' Cp. Clavijo’f Embassy ta fit Caart af Tiwifr (Hakluyt Soc ed.), 
PI^ U6. 

* Turhan-cloths. * Sbashes are long towetls of Callko wound about 
Ihdr heads (Sandys s TVrrrr/r la 63). 

* Mlim Rustam, a 1 ersian pruKC (fircat>gTandson of Sbih ItmdH), 
who, finding bis posHlon at Kandahar preomous, bad In 1503 made 
over the dty to Akhar. receiving In excbMge the tikak of Mufun and 
other digmues. KanHahs r wrws r feo v ar wl by the Pgrstaui tn ifat 




258 THE EMBASSY OF [1616 

not hould vp his head, hee lay downe to sleepe and wee 
all departed At goeing out I mooued Asaph Chan for 
dispatch of my Pnuiledges, assuring him his Maiestie 
could giue mee no present so acceptable , if hee pleased 
not to dispatch mee (which I doubted not if it lay in his 
power) but that some other hinderance was in my way, I 
would on the morrow mooue the king Hee desiered mee 
not to doe soe, for the king loued mee and had giuen order 
for yt that the preparation of this feast had hindered 
him, but that now hee would send it mee, and doe mee 
all seruice 

September 3 — I went to the Prince and deliuered the 
Conditions demanded on my part, and withall a breefe of 
what I required in his firmaen , to all which hee agreed I 
gaue him for a Present a siluer watch very small,^ which he 
tooke k3mdly , but tould mee the Pictures I showed his 
father the night before, If I had giuen him, hee would haue 
better accepted then any thing , demanding if I had no 
more I answered they were toyes, only valewable in my 
fancy, which I neuer purposed to giue, nor esteemed them 
woorthy presents for Princes but that, showeing them for 
the arts sake to the Paynter, hee had enformed the king 
and so his Maiestie had Commanded them that I had but 
only that which his Maiestie had returned, w’hich should 
bee at his seruice. At night I sent to his secretary for 
the firmaen ; who promised in two dayes to finish y t 

The Copy of the conditions demanded by the Prince on my part, 
and therewith what I required of him to be expressed in his 
Pitmiae, deliuered him as aforsaid ^ 

Most excellent Pnnee, 

Wheras your highnes doubts the good respect I and my 
nation bear your excellency, I humbly desire you to beleeue that 

I Cost f7 (Roe’s Accounts) 

- There is another copy m the I O Records (Pepwell’s Letter- 
book) The two are practically identical 
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I Will doe all my cndcatiour to glae you Content and satisfaction 
and your highnes may thcrto bee iwwaded, because the cheefe 
Place of our residence and the rort of our shipet is in your 
highnes dominion and iherforc it Is most requisite by all mcancs 
for our ownc good to seek your fauour For the tyme past, 
ncytbcf the most famous King my lord and Master could know 
nor the Mcrehannls In England, that )‘our highnes was the lord 
of Surati, ilbceing TYCwly puen you and Iherforc I hope your 
hlgbnes will not take anything In III part, assuring your excellency 
that his Malcstle the King of England will both send >*our highnes 
Tcry acceptable prcseiils and rtceiue sttv kyndir your good 
mge of hts sub}ecl*, bedng your Trend and Confederate and I 
also his Ambassador will take care and endeauour to giue your 
blgbnes all due respect, and that whatiocucr I can prooirc 
woonhy your seeing shalbc brought before your eyes and bcc at 
your disposing The Gooilcs comming in our flectes arc of 
three sorts, ^c ore presents sent by my lord and master to 
the Kings Malestic, your Royall falhw and to your highnesse, 
which I desire your highnes wilbe pleased to grant your^mani 
that they may bee scaled only by your ofheers and soc ddlucred 
to the EngUsh to bee sent vp to met smscarchd or without 
nolcncc, betang the presenu of a king, that I ma^ according to 
my duty present them to the King and your highnes. Other 
to^ are sent to race to clue to oor frendes heare, arKl for the 
Merchants to sell, alt which If your highnes will alsoe giue your 
Command that they may be scaled and sent vp, I will truly 
bnne them before your highnes that yow may lake )'our cltoycc 
of what soew pleaselh you, and I will send my Command to 
search the shlpcs for all things that are rare to present them to 
you before any other shall sec Ihcm. And wberas some thinges 
may bee the goodes of priuatt men, which I cannot lake away 
I «ill also Command that such bee brought before Abram chan, 
that hec may buy them iW your highnes, dcsienng that hce may 
haue order to pay for them to the owners, who arc to depart 
with the shlpcs. In all this 1 poc your highnes my woord I will 
performe it faylhfully The last sort is Qoth Qulcksiluer Mar 
fill,* and other marchandicc, for which I desire your highnes 
Command that it may be landed and rated reasonably and that 
h be not detayned In the Customc house to the great fosse of the 
Merchantei, but satrsfyelTig your highnes customes may haue free 
liberty to tcB and transport yt rnlhout trouble and that our 
people nuy not bo misused l«t haue leaue to pane Creely to 
their shlpcs and to buy fresh victualls without customc, whenn I 
desire your highnes will giue Command that the Country People 
may haue liberty to bring mcalc to sell at Swally for that [after] 


22 * 


t bee note on p. aa. 
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a long voyadge there are many sick and weake And lastly, that 
your highnes will giue Command to the Customer to pay for such 
goodes as hee hath agreed for the last yeare, wherin by his hard 
vsage the Merchantes haue susteyned great losse, and your 
highnes shall find both my selfe and all my Nation most ready to 
doe you aU seruice 

September 4- — I receiued my Articles back from Asaph 
chan, who tooke now att last many exceptions, and mar- 
gined them with his Pen in most Insolent sort, scorn- 
ing that any man should article att all , saying it was 
sufficient for mee to receiue a firmaen from the Prince, 
who was lord of Suratt, and for lycence to trade at any 
other Port, of Bengala or Syndu, it should neuer be 
granted , but in Conclusion pretended the length and 
forme to be such as would offend the king Some 
Articles hee consented too, and to them, beeing reducd to 
the forme of a Jirtnaen, hee would procure yt sealed Now 
IS it easy to Judg what vexation it is to trafique with these 
faythlesse people 7 Mounthes I had promise from weeke 
to weeke, from day' to day, and no exception , but fynding 
I had so drawne them that I should nott much neede the 
Pnnce and if wee disliked wee might refuse his Gouer- 
ment, Hee vtterly renounced his woord in Chollar and 
rage I durst not yet leaue him nor take notice of his 
falshood He that first took him for our solhcitor en- 
gaged vs into this miserye,^ knowing him to be the pro- 
tector of our enemyes and a slaue to bribes, which they 
multiply vpon him But now I had a woolfe by the 
eeires I seemed only to apprehend his dislike of the 
lenght and Phrase, and sent him a lettre to enterprett 
mee, and a breefe of the substance of all required on their 


* A. hit, at Kemdge, who, on going up to court in 1613, had 
accepted Asaf Khan’s offer of assistance in his business and “ founde 
him reasonable and honest ” Subsequently, at his own request, Asaf 
Khdn was allowed to present Edwards to the Mogul, “yett Continewed 
to be the Portingals agent also” ^Kemdge to Roe, July 23rd, 1616) 
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parts conteyned In generall woordes, touching only such 
particulars as hee liked and left quite out all the Condi 
bans demanded formerly by him of mec, deslenng him to 
putt it in forme, and procure the scale, or to giuc me leauc 
to rccctue my ownc deniatl from the king and soe to 
depart the Countne. These I finished in Persian the same 
day and sent them to him. They are recorded in their 
order 


Th ef new Demands t^n rtfusnUof the fo rm e r ArUdes^ 
sent tJku 4/4 of Septemier^ 1616 * 

Wheisj the most tamoos King of England hath sent his 
Ambassador to otrr Court with lettres to desire onr frendship and 
to grue leaue for free trade for all hts Bub)ectes m oil parts of 
our Dominions, which wee take in good part, and are willing to 
consent rnto, wee therfore Command all our Goueroors and 
oflSceri of oil otrr kingdomes to rtcciue the said subjects of the 
Kmg of England with frendshlpp and to suffer them to land thdr 
goodes m Peace and to assist them with fresh tictuaDes for their 
many, without taking onj Custome for the md victuallea, and, 
hoTing foe landed any goodes and tabsfyed for the duties of 
the Port according to agreement, they may haue liberty to sell 
to any person, in which the Gouemor nor any other shall not 
hinder them, nor force them to sell at a lower Price then they 
shall bee Content withall not taking any things from them with 
out payment And further wee Command tl^ the said English 
may fredy passe and goe with theu goodes to sell them in any 
place at thar pleasure, and that noc exaction bee taken from 
them as they passe, hanng payd thor dntyes at the Port and 
that they olsw may buy any goodes m this Country and carry 
downe and into their shlpes, without any manner of relation or 
payment but only at their Port And further wee Command 
that such Presents os shalbc sent mlo vs by the King of Bireland 
shall not bee opened nor Bcarchcd by any body but hanng oecne 
sealed by the Gouemor shalbo sent to the Ambassador resident 
at our Court to be deliuered to n, taking no Cuslome for them. 
And that if any English shall dye m any of out dominions, wee 
Command that no confiscatioo bee made of any of theur monyei 
or goodes, but they shall remayne to the factors that arc Ihimg, 


J bee p. 152. 

’A compsnsoo with another copy (I O Records PepweTTi 
Letterbook) confirms the material accuracy of ibis transcnpC The 
corermg letter to Asaf Khin U given at £ 118 rf the MS. 



262 


THE EMBASSY OF 


[l6l6 

or, if ther bee none aliue, the officers of the Place of their resi- 
dence shall take note m wnting of all such monyes, goodes, 
boockes, bills of debt, and Papers as shalbe found in their house, 
•which beeinge sealed •pp shalbe dehuered to the English at their 
request And finally wee Command that no manner of Iniur)' 
bee any offered them* but that they may quiettly buy, sell, 
trade, and passe "vp and downe in our dominions vnthout any 
extortion, payment, or hinderance what soeuer, but only the 
duties of the Port wher they land or ship their goodes This 
wee stnctly Command and Chardge, because it is our Gratious 
Pleasure to Content our frend the King of England, as by our 
lettres wee haue heretofore promised on our royall woord, and 
therefore wee expect that no man dare to break our said Gratious 
Command 

September 5 — Mochrebchan sent to speake with mee, 
who reauealed to mee in great frendship that Asaph chan 
was our enemy, or at beste a false frend . that hee had 
faltered with mee in my busines with the king . that hee 
would vndertake yt and effect yL I gaue him thancks and 
seemed to accept of yt ; but yet I had hope of Asaph 
Chan, or at least was not Cleare of him, because the 
New demandcs were m his hand, and I knew his Power, 
but how to trust the other I as little knew. Besides hoc 
was to depart to the Gouerment of Amadauaz within ten 
dayes, and so, when I had declared a defection from 
Asaph chan, hee would Icaue mee without any frend. I 
rcsolucd to bee driuen by Ncccssytyc. 

September 7 — I went to visitt the King. 

September 8 — Asaph chan sent mee that answer that 
absolutly hee would procure nothing sealed that any way 
Concerned the Princes Gouerment that I should only 
expect from him what wee desired, whose firtnaens were 
sufiicicnt. And so reauealed that purpose which hee had 
long in practice to make vs wholy depend on the Prince. 
Now I had Just Cause too lookc out, and was blamlcs if I 
* ought new' frcndcs when hee had forsaken mee I rcsolucd 
to try the Prince, and to sceme to depend wholy on him, 
having sent formerly to his secretary' fower Clauses to 
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which I demanded his jirmacn for our present vie at 
Suratt for the flcctc expected which his Highnes had 
agreed too 

September 10. — I went to the Pnnee, who Cast downe to 
the secretary the Jirmaen bj mec dcsicrcd and promised , 
to that I hoped I had becne at rest 

Septemher n — I rccdued yt, but when I read it, it wras 
in two of the 4 Clouses demanded and promised much 
different, and one whole branch left out Soc I returned 
yt with a round answerc 1 would not accept yt, nor suffer 
any goodes to Come a shore. Neuer nun had to doc with 
soc much Pnde, Co\etousnc3 and falshood. At night 
I rode to Merxc Socorolta, the Pnnees Secrctarie, to 
expostulate the buslnes and to declare my resolution 
of departure, but I found the jirmaen not such as I was 
enformed, but Contcynlng all the Clauses required by 
mee, though in the Phrase to my Judgment somewhat 
restrayned , which bee expounded In the best scnce, 
declaring that it was the Pnnees entent to satisfie my 
desicr fully and that it was sufiidenL I urdged the 
obscumes of some poynls, deslcring him as hee had 
cleared his Highnes meaning to race, soc hee would by 
his Icttre to the Gouemor of Suratt, which hee granted 
principally Commanding that the Customer should pay 
for 50 Clothes, whidi hee had many raounths since bought 
and now would retume them vnto the factors to thdr 
extreame lossc. In the end hee opened the ould poynt of 
the Prraccs desire that I should rely 00 him, and not 
Crosse him In busincs of his Gonerment with the King, 
and I should fynd him a better frend then I expected , 
and finally gaue race such satisfaction In all poynts that 
I was both pleased and In some hope of good successe 
the rather because bee Is no briber reputed honest, and did 
^mdertalcc on his Creditt (to whom the Prince had referni 
all bonnes) that wee should not sustcyne the loss of one 
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Ptce nor any the least Iniurye So I accepted the finnaen, 
which vpon translating I found very effectuall 

September 12 — 1 receiued this lettre from Socorolla to 
Suratt, so Punctuall and playne in our behalfe, Com- 
manding the Gouernor to pay all ould debts of Zulpheck- 
carcons yearc, and that if any remaynd there that had not 
giuen vs Content, the difference should bee examined, the 
English satisfyed, and the wrong certefyed to the Pnnce, 
that gaue mee more Confidence Whervpon I dispeeded 
the firmaen and lettre with myne owne to Suratt to meete 
the expected Generali, encouraging him to land his goodes 
bouldly vpon such Conditions as I sent vnto him, which 
the Prince had required on my part And if I bee not 
decerned our busines was neuer m so probable a way, 
because hee that requires conditions to be performed is 
more lickely to fullfill his owne then hee that carelessely 
leaues all things at liberty, to whom all things are lawfull 
Concerning other Pnuiledges I am resolued to vse the 
Prince and doubt not to effect that by him which himselfe 
hath Crossed and resisted 

This day two of our factors went to Agra to invest some 
mony I had no authoritye, but by much perswasion and 
dispute I ouercome them, for in Cash was very little, and 
they resolued to linger vntill the arriuall of the shipes or 
receipt of mony for goodes sould, which could not bee 
gotten m two mounthes, too late to buy goodes and send 
it to Suratt this yeare I preuayled so farr as to make 
them vnderstand the losse of tyme, and to take so much 
mony vp of the Sheraffes^ for two mounths as was due at 
Adsmere, to dispeed goodes to our Port The interest is 
not the 1 00th part of the Chardge the Company bearc in 
attending fi\e mounthes with a fleete for the fitting and 
safety of on ship , and I can prooue that this yearc 


' Shrojfsy money-changers and liankers 
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(which was yet most backward) a ladinp might haue 
bccnc read) at Suratt by the 30th of September so that 
our flcctc node not to haue stayed abouc 20 dayes.* So 
should thc> haue been free from the danger of enemies 
that Cannot attempt them so suddenly , the shipcs to 
the Sowthward might proceed In their \*oyadg and make 
quicker rctumes for England by a >carc loosing the season 
In thar abode here, which w*ould gajme and sauc the Com 
pany In the vse of their stockc In wages and otlier cxpencc 
20poo it >*carlj This I can proue without any Coulor of 
Contradiction, For If 4poo It had been taken vp and 
employed at Amada\'az and Barooch (whoose broad Goth 
Is fitter for England then Sttntanots^ which are false and 
beaten full of holes) with those monyes made from Suratt 
and Bramporc, and our factors here had two mounthes 
sooner becne ruled, this had becne accomplished the debt 
It Agra, the sales at Adsmcrc would haue payd what 
had been owetng below more then goodes sould It had 
becne better to haue taken so much mony out of the flectc 
^ P^y yk then so much to Invest after the arrinall, which 
course last ycare stayed Captain Keeling 5 mounthes or no 
ship had becne despatched And now If I had suffered 
them to stay the receipt of mony from Agra nothing had 
becne done, but the stock had layne dead till another 
yearc. I know not what bllndes your semantes. They 
pretend want of authoritye to take vp mony for no nnan 
can plead against the benefitt gott by yt This error last 
ycare was more grossc, when Master tdwardes had In 


* The Sana OictoTi, however asserted that at the time In question 
Apa was the only place where Enelhdi credit soffiaeoUy good to 
coabJe a kantohe uhtalned for such a p u rpo se and them oofya small 
joncamt coold be proc nml without heavy secnnly It ts easily Intel 
^we that the natives, knowmr how precarious the posuloo of the 
Enrfish had been ever smee tbefr arrival, should have been onwiDin^, 
St mb tone to \wnture theb money even at a h^h rate of interest. 

A coarse kind of ptec&4oods, used for awnings and soroetimes, H 
would seem, for satis. 
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Cash almost 4,000 3 Months, and invested none vntill our 

ariuall I did my endeauour to perswade, but you left mee 
so little creditt among them that whatsoeuer I motioned 
was contradicted, eauen to show their authoritye. This fault 
I touched to the Generali, and the error of factoryes, for 
your Chardge here is extreame and vnne[ce]ssarye I know 
your busines may bee effected with more reputation with 
halfe the Chardge and with extreame ease , but this seemes 
a Paradox to your factors, but is such truth that if hee^ 
heare mee, or my Creditt Can prevayle, you shall feele the 
profitt ; and though in this I transgresse your order to meddle 
in the Merchandize, yet I cannot beleeue it is fitt for mee 
to see you wronged by weaknes and to say . I knowe how, 
but may not help it It was not your purpose to hurt your 
selues, but to restrayne mee from wasting your stock , but 
experience hath manifested I haue more saued yt and 
sought to husband yt, then all those to whome it was 
entrusted, sparing eauen my owne allowances and neces- 
saries to advance yours 

September 13 — I went to Mochrebchan, and Carried 
both the first articles and the breefe of them, desiering him 
to reade them and tell me his opinion, because that Asaph 
Chan obiected that there were many things in them would 
distast the king , and, if hee found them no way vnreason- 
able nor vnfitt, that hee would acquainte the king with my 
Comminge to visitt him that I was much discontent and 
very sadd , but to proceede to noe particulars, for dis- 
pleasing the Prince, but in gencrall to signifye that 
somewhat was amissc, and soe, recommending our cause 
to his Maiesties fauour, to giue the king occasion to 
demand of mee or Asaph chan the reason of my dislikes 


* The General (Pcpwell) Roc’s letter, dated September loth, 1616. 
IS gi\cn at f 1 18 of Bnn Mus Add! MS 6115 , there arc also copies 
m the Factory Records (Miscellaneous, \ols 8 and 10) at the India 
OfTicc ’ 
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For to cn^c or aeccpl of Mochrcbchan% ofTcr to procure 
the scale Jn Splphl of the other faction I Wnc^'. was both 
\'anct)*cand brap;r* without pourr to cfTcct >t or Courage 
in him to \-ndcrtaV.c )*l or ff ^uch foolhardinc^ for our 
saVes should pws« him to moouc the king and to pett > k 
)tt the Prince would rccallc >1 and m> Nen solicitor 
bcelnp departed to his Goucrmcnl I should be left not 
onl) destitute but a dcclaret] cnem> to those that had 
moil pon-er to hurt mee. All ihU hce promised 

Sf/^!frtrhr 1$ —This da> the Portugalls house was fiered 
and burnt downc not aautnp their Cloathcs nor poodcs 
nor Icwclli that remajmed smsoold >xl the lossc did not 
amount abouc 7 or 8/500 nt/uu 

Sfftftnlfr 16.— I visited the Prince purposing yxt to 
rtmne on in a waj of scemlnp dcpcndancc on him witill I 
heard from our shlpcs and what cntetta)mmcnl thc> were 
like to rcceiue this >*carc. I found him aadd feanng the 
Cominpc of Sultan Paruls to Court becinp within 8 reuru 
and importuned to klisc his fathcra hands, who had 
granted him, but b> the power of Sormall w^s after 
diswadcd and a Command sent that the Pnnee thould 
takcWi Joum> right to Bengal >ca although the King 
had fallen downc and taken his Mlstns' b> the fectc to 
obtcync her Icauc to see his sonne. 

The Kings rcmoouc continued, but whither noc man 
could certainly resolue. 

SfffttHbrr went to the Kings Durbar hoping 

Mochrcbchan had giucn occasion to the King to aske mee 
some questions, but hce had not spoken and Aaaph chan, 
a* soon as the king appeared departed. Rumor reported 
that the King Commanded him away in displeasure , but I 
found no such matter on the morrow c. 

StpUmttr 18— I sent to Mochrcbchan who returned 


* Nfir MahlL Parchat (or bU printer) made nonsense of the 
»»sai,'e by tumbf “ mhlns " into “mother * 
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my Papers with his Judgment that therin was nothing 
Conteyned at which the King could take exceptione, but 
that the Prince would fynd his liberty at Suratt therby 
restreyned That he had not spoken to the king, but at 
his taking leaue hee would not fayle 

September 19 — Mochrebchan tooke his leaue and de- 
parted to his Tents a Course out of Towne , soe that I 
must attend his answere 

September 23 — I went 4 Course after Mochrebchan to 
take my leaue But hee had not spoken to the King 
according to promise , excusing himselfe that hee beeing 
to depart and so not able to goe thorough with that hee 
had begunn, it would rather rayse Jelouses then doe good 
That at my first comminge I was ill aduised to vse Asaph 
chan, who was knowne to bee the Portugalls frend and 
had his factors in Goa ^ But that since it was not to be 
remedyed, hee would Commend our cause to his frend 
Abdala Hassan^ by lettre, who should effect all our busines 
to Content This man was both able to doe yt, and 
vncorrupt But I feared hee following noe mans busines 
would not for our sakes crosse the Power of Asaph chan , 
but the others Confidence made mee accept of the lettre 
to keepc by mee, and to vse as occasion advised me. And 
soe, recommending our factory at Amadauaz to his 
fauour,^ I tooke leaue But yet I stood in feare of my 


^ In a letter to Roe of July 23rd, 1616, Kerndge declared that Asaf 
Khdn had first brought himself into notice by gratifying the Mogul’s 
eagerness for novelties “ It hath been his policy to fauour strangers 

and, wantinge better meanes, in his first risynge made them Instru- 
mentes of his further grace , for, knowinge the Kinges extraordinarye 
delight in Toyes, acquaintinge himself with the lesuytes and Portin 
gals (after his sisters admittance to the Sarralya), he brought their 
presenles, suytes, and them to the Kinge, bargayning for their Juells, 
etc , therby expressinge his abillitye and better partes (till then 
obscure), which, by his sisters meanes, m short tyme purchased this 
allyance [with the Pnnce] and advaunced him to high offices” (I 0 
Records iiurat Letter-book, i 50) ® Seep 184 

^ ‘ Mochrebchan hath vowed by all his Codes,” wrote Roe 

to the factors at Ahmadib^d, “ that you shalbe as his sonns and no 
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ould frcnd to whom If I had ncucr bccnc engaged, It was at 
firrt free for met and had bccne no discourtcs) c to make my 
ownc Cho>*cc, but no^ to fortakc him « ould doubtless leauc 
him m>'ne cnem) Our busines for the Present standing 
on good learmes by my last a g reement with the Prince I 
detennlncd to rest, and with patience to watch the aduan 
tage of many supposed and expected Changes, and to 
Tempontt wdthall \*nllll 1 saw the fniict of the Pnnccs 
promises by the \*ugt: of our flcctc lookd for and that 
the supply of presents were Come to my hand for then 
both the king Is cas>^ and all about him soe alautsh to 
bribe* that I knew t could take m> cho>'sc of New, or 
retumewith grace to my ould solllcitor, and then vpon 
dcHuery of a New lettre from the King my Master, I would 
once more present and urdge my gcncrall desires. The 
Prince I entended Chcefcl) to make sure vnto vs, but now 
bee b ready to depart for Decan, and the king some other 
way, wherby, as hee cannot bee my assistant here, so will 
hcc expect some agent to attend him and I fcarc that all 
presents and whalsocucr els Is landed shall hrst be 
brought to him while hcc b lord of the Port which 
wilbc both a great Inconucnicncc and disgrace to our 
goodes But I entend to sound his purpose and maynly 
to oppose yt If H ninnc that way I am not sent to him 
but to the Idng Hcc would make mcc. If not his scruant, 
yet to cast my reguard wholy toward him 
Stpitmbtr 24. — I received lettres from Agra, of the rising 
of Indico 5 rvpus in a mannt'^ as It always doth at buying 
tyme , but, seeing the Company w-as at Chardge to keepe 


offered you ihalbe vnreqahctL The Priocc hath aUoe 

entnated to hiia a supcrhjiendetxcy ootr boratt, »b«rin bee wQl £aaour 
n la bee m»y Hee b deportra hence In much rrice and hi my 
1 *^ 5 ?**^ whh the Wnn very good ophikm (MS.. £. 133). 

a weight wnlch bai been current in Weatem Asia from 
ImmtmonaL It rarkd immensely at dllTertnt periods and in 
™®went iocaUtles. At Ahmodibid about this time the meuMd of 
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a factone ther all this yeare to no purpose, if they had 
taken vp mony to buy at the best hand and at leysure, 
besides the dispatch of our shipping they had saued in 
price eight in the hundreth aboue the interest Yet I 
wished that the Merchannts would proceed to investure 
according to their last purpose 

September 25 — I Received lettres from Amadavaz, sig- 
nifieing their imployments, which will rise to 800 ch\urls\ } 
so that had the mony due here beene taken vp and em- 
ployed in tyme, and at Amadavas but 20,000 rupias, to 
haue beene paid out of the shipes at amuall, it is euident 
that a lading had beene ready by this day at Suratt, and 
the goodes in both parts bought at better rates by ten 
and twelve in the hundred 

This Night I went to visitt the King, and was vsed by 


indigo was 32 lbs {Letters Received by the E India Co, vol 11, 214, 
&c) Mitford m 1615 gives its equivalent at burnt as 3o§lbs, the 
“ great ” being about 50 lbs (I O Records C, No 273) 

The churl (ljundle, or, as the English factors called it, fardle) was 
the unit by which indigo was bought and sold Sir Henry Yule {Diary 
of Wtlltain Hedges, vol 111, p 171 « ) calculated its weight to be about 
140 lbs avoirdupois, or 3^ maunds of Cambay or Surat It appears, 
however, from Kemdge’s letters (Bnt. Mus Addl MS 9366, f 32; 
that there were two kinds of churls, a less and a greater, the former 
being four viaunds in vv eight, the latter a little over five A letter of 
1615(1 O Records O C, No 272) makes the r/zwr/ of Biana indigo 
equal to six maunds 

It would seem that in packing their first cargo of indigo (that sent 
home by the Hope early in 1615) the Surat factors shipped the churls 
lUst as they were received This resulted m loss of stowage room, 
and brought down upon them a rebuke from the home authorities 
“ Though It be true,” wrote the Company, “ that the Guzerattes doe 
soe pack their Indicoes which they Carry into the red sea, yett they 
which Carrye it by waye of Persia for Alleppo doe pack it in square 
chestes with two Churlles m everye Chest, which Chestes are made 
Lattisew ise of .a Rounde bryar [bamboo ^], verry stronge, yett light and 
good Chcape, being filled into a Callicowe bagg within, and without 
Covered with a Skinne, as their round Churles are , which by being 
square and of an equall sise will stowe as Close as any other Ladingc 
in our shippes From Aleppo likewise for England we doe vse to 
new e packe them in that manner in square Chestes made of Purpose 
verry thinn and light” (I O Records Surat Letters Sent, 1616-17, 
f 90) 
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Anph chan and hN father wih much fal^c Curtcs)c but 
I looVc It for Currant pa) 

Se/fnnf-fr 3a— I went to mmU the I’nncc In the Mom 
Infj and loolc with mcc the bill of /ulphccivcarcons debt 
of which 6 or 7.CC0 m imW/rr ua^bchindc and made olTcr 
to CompbjTic but Mirrc Socorolla pcrswadctl me that 
wee bednf nmv In pnexJ termer ulth the I’nncc hec nxHJld 
taVc It HI to hcarc more publiquc exclamations on his 
scruant that hce had wnltcn to Surall to know what part 
other men had rcceiucd of the and s-pon answer 

which hec da) I) expected bee would sec vs Mttsf)*cd At 
night I w-ent to the DitH-ar to sec the King 






WORKS ISSUEt) n\ 


XTbe IfDahlu^t Society?. 


THE EMBAbSY 

Of 

SIR THOMAS ROr TO INDIA 

1615— iGip. 

\OI. II 


SECOND SERIES 
Va II 




THE EMBASSY 


ur 

SIR THOMAS ROE 

•n* Tii» 

COURT OF THE GREAT MOGUL, 

i6is — 1619 

vs >ARK.\TtU IN Ills JOURNAL VNI) CORkESPONUI^vCT- 


OBIifli frtn Cfttmpfinirp 

>T 

WILLIAM FOSTER BA 

LetUrt Utrrivtihj tkt RMtt ImdU tilS /fiwt BUbr^tf 

" The Flm iMUr B«»k efOe Ems! /ndU C*mf*»7 itco-rtti) 
SttTtl*rj if the Uektwyt Setiety 


later on utetn qtii nUUonca uu> d« boc Ue^no pnxljdeninL 
fide et dlcmikm prfrKepa ctfTiiOUAX Roci;!. Lqws, &U|me 
Mrtrmho Refb ad lup a kw em Indbe Rcycn L epi l oi . 

Dtt Latt De Imferie ilvmi hitg^ 1611^ 


VOL II 


loiJdon 

PRINTED FOR THE\HAKLUYT SOCIETY 

M.WCCXCtl. 




CONTENTS or VOU 11 


Thl Journal (Bm. M«. AiAt MS 6i i $> 

Armnl of il»c i6i6 ftett, 3S4 t khmni b m*dc over 

to the of AurKhifiy 29 j ■ PmiAn imbAsudor 

rvacbct AJnvcfe, *95 j Pnn« KhtmRni iiam for the 
Dteon, JI9{ depArtorc of jahinefr jao tbc Surat 
factort deipatch • thtp to JAshak, 3J0 Roc team 
AJmcfc, ^ he »cndt to Itpahao a draft of concessions 
desired from the Shih, J7JI hts InJemew with Prrtce 
Khoinit J78 I Prwjce Kbomm stbes the prcscou on 
their wvf to CoofL 38a 

The Journal (contmoed from Pmrtfuu ifu 

The presents sent to the King 381 1 Jahinffr enters MaodO 
391 (be Persba ambassador quits the Court, 400 Dutch 
shJpi wrecked near Dantin, 403 1 KhusnS reJeased, 404 t 
birtbdajr festintlev 411} Khurram enters htaAdd in 
trbmph,4i9} news of the 1617 fleet, 4» Roc conanates 
Asaf Khin, 435 I the departure from >Iandd, 437 Roe b 
entertained by Asaf Khin, 444 he reaches AhmaddbJd, 
453 } dispole with the Prince repardtne B>c presents, 456 1 
armal of a Dutch embassy, 4$9- 


Letteju, etc. 

To the ArchbUbop of Camerbury October 30, i6t6 3°® 

To the East India Company N o v em ber 14, 1616 34^ 

To Sir Thomas Sroythe November 37 1616 Js* 

To Sir Ralph \Vmwood, November 30, 1616 35^ 

To \vntlam RobWns, January 17 (617 373 



CONTENTS OF VOL 11 


VT 

I ACE 

To the factors at Surat, May 22, 1617 401 

To William Robbins, August 21, 1617 405 

To the General of the expected fleet, August 30, 1617 407 

To the same, September 29, 1617 418 

To Captain Martin Pnng, October 5, 1617 421 

To the factors at Surat, October 8, 1617 428 

Instructions to Connock for negotiations in Persia, October 6, 

1617 430 

To Thomas Kemdge at Surat, December 2, 1617 446 

To the factors at Surat, December 6, 1617 447 

To the same, December 18, 1617 454 

Instructions to Barker and Monnox for negotiations in Persia, 
February 4, 1618 462 

To the East India Company, February 14, 1618 466 

Ad\ice regarding goods and presents 485 

To Captain Martin Pnng, February 14, 1618 489 

Instructions for the voyage to the Red Sea, February 14, 

1618 492 

To King James, February 15, 1618 495 

To Sir Thomas Smythe, February 16, 1618 49^ 

To Captain Martin Pnng, March 10, 1618 . 501 

1 o the factors at Surat, Apnl 26, 1618 503 

hanndn for the English house at Surat, '\ugust, 1618 506 

Negotiations with Pnnce Khurram for pnvileges at Surat, 
August, 1618 506 

To the Governor of Mocha, February 16, 1619 515 

The factors at Surat to the East India Company , March 12, 

1619 516 

To the President at Bantam May 11, 1619 5*® 

Extracts from the Court Minutes of the East India Com- 
pany, etc , regarding the proceedings on Roe’s return 519 



CONTENTb OF VOL. IL Vll 

APPENDIX A. 

FACS 

Rort GCOGRAnilCAL ACCOUKT Or THE MOOUL** TE*RI 

TORlia 531 

Note oa the Map 543 


APPENDIX n 

L The Coropany't Agreement «Hih Roe, N o rember 16, 1614 547 
IL The King’s CommhiioD to Roc, jammy 8, 1615 S49 

in The King’s Imtractions to Roe, December 39, 1614 55* 

IV Letter Crem King James to the Great ^!ognt, 1615 553 

V The Company’s Inst ro ctkms for the Ncgtrtlaliooi in 

Persia, 1617 554 

VI Letter from King James to Sir Thomas Ree, Febniary 4, 

1617 556 

VII Letter from the Great Mogttl to King James, Febmary 30, 

1618 557 
VIII Letter from the Great Mogul to King James, Aogtal 8, 

i6i8 559 


APPENDIX C 

Notes on the Illnslratloos 5^* 


IKTIKX 


569 



VIII 


CONTENTS OF VOL II. 


ILLUSTRATIONS 

The Emperor Jahangir 
The Emperor's Standard 
The Rev Edward Terry 
William Baffin’s Map of Hindustan 
The Mogul’s Seal 

For notes on the nbovc, see p 561 


rAGB 

Frontispiece 
to face f 322 
io facep 384 
to face p 546 
to face p 560 


CORRIGENDA 

On p 542 , 1 i9,ybrnon read non ? 
On p 544 , 1 19, for Delhi rend Agra 




THE 

JOURNAL OF SIR THOMAS ROE 

OUHtHO 

HIS EMBASSY TO INDIA 

(oovriHOcij). 

<DnL Men .— AfS 6iij.) 


CTOBER I rtccIuetJ Icttrcs from 
Apra that Indjco was nsen to such 
rales that they resolucd to buy 
none, but aduUed to make ouer 
their mon)*c5 to Amadavai. So by 
neclect of the season the goodcs Is 
vnboupht, and before any adube 
can be made to Amidavax It wHbe later then the last 
yew t and so If any ship rctumc* It must stay 5 mounthes 
for dispatch. These lettres I answered not, rcsololog not 
to meddle further The faultc b eyther In the Commts- 
that rcstrayns the Chccics from vsing oportunltyc, or 
In thdr want of Judgment In apprehending yt 
October ^—\ tent to Asaph Chan complements and to 
»*gnlfye my desire to vbitt him for the Kings remoouc 
certayn^ and nieanes of candadge so scarce and 
doobtfaU that it was tyme for mee to proulde. The kings 

^ Direct to Ext^bnd Dtira Sunt 

T 
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loumy \va!> a secrett; much of his goodes and woemcn 
were dispatchd for Agra, but the Pretence was for 
Mandow near Brampor^, but nothing certayne. By ludg- 
ment I gathered that the King would make a Countenance 
that way, as well to settle by his nearnes his sonne, Sultan 
Coronne, in the warrs of Decan (to whose Comminge Chan 
Channa and other Cheefes stood yet averse, and it was 
feared that some troubles would ensue), as alsoe to ternfye 
his cnemyes and to force them to some agrement by his 
approach, which pretented a terrible prosecution of the 
warrs (which are made only by treachery, periury, and 
advantages, without one honorable blow on eyther s>de) , 
But without any determination to stay (as I concerned by 
many cercumstances), but that if on the way, eyther his 
sonne were quietly receiued, or some advantageous peace 
made, hec would make a turne and spend 6 Monthes in 
progresse, and settle eyther at Agra or Dcly. This was 
the most probable opinion, which seeing it would bee a 
great chardge to follow, and yet necessity requiring it, 
bccing the season of our busines, by the shipes amuall 
and the Merchants having great quantetyes of goodes on 
their handcs, vnlikc to sell on the way, and unsafe to stay 
at Adsmcrc after the kings remoouall, I resolued by Con- 
sultation with Asaph chan to determine of mysclfe and to 
aduisc the factoryc. Hec answered mcc it was the end 
of their IciiP and Mahomettes feast day or their Easter- 
next day, after which solemnityc I should bee welcome 
October 5 — The feast was kept shooting at a gouldcn 
ball on a Maypole , but I stirrd not abroad 

October 7 — I Visited Asaph chan and propounded my 
attending the king. Hec promised mcc Camclls and Car- 
riadgc for my mony, and thcComodityc of his quarter, but 
no further ease He Mooued my gocing with the Prince 


* Sff no'f*, j> 21 


’ The Idu’l KairfcitivaL 
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but I gauc him realms of my rtfusalL I acquajmtnl him 
of the goodcs and great Chardge in the handca of our 
factors dcslering him to adulsc mec Iiow to dispose them, 
for that to rcma>Tic here was dangerous to rcmoouc with 
the king was an infinite Incomodttlc and Chardge Next 
hec would fauour mec sroc much as to lelt me know his 
opinion of his Malestics settling and which wa> hec would 
take, for then I could send before and build and prepare. 
Hec answered for m>*sclfc, It was fitt I should follow the 
king and I should hauc such Comodtt>c as his scruants 
had for my mony but whither the king went more then 
toward Mandoa whither hec would 5ta> thcr or goc 
forward or rctume and In what place hec would settle or 
when hec protested was shutt in the kings brest, and that 
hec could puc no answcrc nor adulsc for our factors and 
goodcs, other then to rcmoouc to some pbco of rctraict 
vntill the kings resolution were declared. So I prepared 
my selfc for the progresse making prouislon to goc in 
some reasonable fashion bcclng da>l> in the worldcs eye 
yet with such sparing as was fitt Tor these rcmoouc all 
like Pnnccs with scucrall ahiftcs of tents that goc before 
compassed in with Pales of Ptntadots'^ which arc ready 
cuer two dayes for them. I would doc honestly and 
thnfiely For the factors I adulscd them my opinion was 
they should with all speed before Camadge gnnr dccrc, 
send their goodcs weekly to Agra, which may be done 
safely with little Chardge and there to abide a resolution 
for to wander with vs were very vnfitt and vnprofitablc. 
The most probable place of the Idngs settling was there 
that this loumy was but a Circuit if thcr wanted any 
Cloth at Mandoa, Bramporc was ncrc which factory could 
famish yt if the king settled there they might come after 


rw cloth*, chmtict, whKh fonned the Inner IlniDg 

ihU tyitcm of a double *« of tent*— itill a famllur feature of 
ladan camp hfe—tee Uemier (p. 359). 
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at lesse Chardge, when prouision was made for them This 
was my opinion and I was discharged What they entend 
I knowe not , for they so depend on aduise m all matters 
from their Cheefes m Suratt, who m these busines cannot 
fudge, or when they doe, too late, That my woordes were 
of no other then perswations At night I went to the 
Giizelchan to the king to offer my attendance on his 
Maiestie m the loumy Hee accepted of yt, but demanded 
how farr I would goe. I answered to the worldes end, if 
his Maiestie did Then hee demanded whither hee went 
I replied • I knewe not , whither so euer hee went I would 
wayt on him He thancked mec and gaue Asaph chan 
order for mee, but what, I knowe not Lastly hee asked if 
I went home this fleete and a New Ambassador in my 
place to Come I answered • I thought not, for I Could 
not returne vntill I was eyther recald by my Master or 
dismissed by him , and for any other I knew the king my 
Master hoped it would bee Needlesse to keepe one alway 
here, not doubting of the frendship and lustice of his 
Maiestie These questions were somewhat extrauagant , 
but hee had beene very busy with his Cuppes, and suddenly 
fell asleep e 

October 8 — I receiued a lettre from Master Kerndge, of 
the date of the 24th September, 1616, by a Palmar^ of the 
Princes, that our shipes were seene on the Coast and that 
hee was ready to passe for Svvally. 

October — In the morning 1 receiued from the Admirall 
or ludge of all Marine causes m Suratt a lettre signifying 
the arnuall of fower english shipes,^ and therm offering mee 
all his furtherance and assistance in our speedy and faire 
dispatch; butwithall hee gaue mee aduise that wee wanted 
there a sufficient procurator to follow our busines, which I 
vnderstood to bee one of that Country, for I knew the 


‘ Paiiamar, a Conner 


^ See p 284 
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brokar cntcrtayncd by ours \\tis a foolc and one that durst 
not open his mouth with such freedom as often our affayres 
re qu ired But because his mcanlnfj was somwhat obscure 
and might conccmc a dislike of the Chccfc of the English, 
for that the woordcs iittcratly imported that I should send 
downe a sober, discrct, and grauc man for a procurator in 
our butines to bee indlfTcrent, which might alsoc (meaning 
a Mogull) on our bchalfe [be ?] authonsed by the king I 
wrote to him to expound his entent and accordingly I 
would follow yt Whervpon I was of opinion that no man 
was soe fitt as laddow that remaynd here , for the roayne 
of our boslncs for dispatch lying at Suratt, and finding it 
fitt to reduce the factoryes att Adsmere and Agra to one, 
the brokar there Is by report both well knownc and suffi 
dent in all but his honesty (wherin there is little Chttyce) 
but I stayed the resolution for the Admiralls answere: 

Vpon reading this lettrc I went to the Prince to hearc 
what Newea hee had rccelued. He acquaynted me that 
4 iWps were amued but that hee was enformed they raent 
to trouble and stay the boates of the Country which hee 
Wished mee to looke too for that I should answer yt I 
replved I knew It was a wrongful! enformation I was a 
snffiaent Pledg proulded that all couenants and promises 
were kept toward vs, and that wee might trade peaceably 
without any violence or oppression That perhapes some 
of our factors might m anger threaten (which I peredue 
they had done, it agreeing with thar aduisc to stay the 
Princes shipes), but that I would take order to accomodate 
all to his Highnes content. He answered that on his part 
all should be performed to our satisfaction, but hee required 
roy present lettre to the Commander of our fleete for good 
order and quiettnes on our parts, as well In the townc as 
tt Sea which I promised, I solhdted Zulphercarcon for 
our mony with some aharpnes. MIrze Socorolla gaue his 
Woord to pay it b ten dayes. 
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October 10 — Abdala chan, the great Gouemor of Ama- 
davaz,^ beeing sent for to Court in disgrace for many 
insolencyes and neglectes of the kinges authontye, and 
thought that hee would stand on his guard and refuse yet 
the Prince Sultan Coronne, whose Ambition ^vrought on 
euery aduantage, desirous to oblige so great a man (beeing 
one of the Cheefe Captaynes in these kingdomes), pre- 
uayled with him on his woord to submitt So that 
comming in Pilgrams clothes with 40 seruantes on foote 
about 60 mile in Counterfait humiliation, finished the rest 
in his Palanckee, vntill hee arriued near the Court , but 
one dayes lourny behynde hee had 2000 horse attending 
This day hee was brought to the Jan-uccP- (the Publique 
sitting of the king to see games, and to here Complayntes) 
Chayned by the feete, bare foote betweene two Noblemen 
Hee Pulld his Turbant in his eyes, because hee would see 
noe man before hee had the happines to behould the 
kinges face. After reuerence made and some few ques- 
tions, the king forgaue him, caused his Irons to bee loosed, 
and clothed in a New vest of Cloth of Gould, Turbant, and 
Girdle according to the Custome 

The Prince, who entended to build his honor on the warrs 
of Decan, which his elder brother had left with disgrace 
and the great Commander Chan Channa did not prosper 
in (which doubtlesse was a Practiser with the Decannins, 
from whom hee receiued Pension®) caused his father to 
recall Chan Channa, who, refusing to come, desiered the 
king not to send Sultan Coronne to that warr, but one of 


^ See p 170 His exact offence, as appears from the Tuznk, was 
insulting and impnsoning the official ncwswriter of the pro\incc, ivlio 
promptly complained to the king 

* Sec p 106 

As here indicated, it was generally reported that the Kli^n 
Kli-lndn was secretly on fnendly terms with the enemy against whom 
he had been sent (see Blochmann’s \ol i, p 338) 
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hisyoanf^ Ronnj* about IS >xari of ape. This Coronne 
tooWc to harl» but prosecuUnjj his Purpose of the wait, 
promised to Abdcia chan the command of the Army 
vnder him bj C^an CAanna* The kinjj fear 

Ing troobles and knowing atl the ambitions and factions 
of this Kmne, the discontent of his tisTs elder the Power 
of CAan CAanrus, was dcslcrous to accomodate all b> 
accepting a Peace and confirming CAait CAanna In the 
Gouerment he held, and closcl) to that end wrote a Icttrc 
of fauour and Purposed to aend a vest according to the 
Ceremony of reconciliation to CAan CAanna, But before 
hec dispatchd It, hec acqua>*ntcd a kInsH'oeman of his 
Imdng In the Zerrgita of hU Purpose. She, whether 
false to her frend (wrought b> Sultan Coronne) or out of 
Grealnes of hart to see the Top of her famcl>x after 
*oc many menttes stand on soc fickle termes, answered 
Playnly that shec did not bclctue CAan CAanna would 
wearc anything sent from the king knowcing his Maiestic 
haled him and had once or twice offered him Po>'son 
which hec Putting In his bosomc Instccd of his Moyth 
had made 11^*311 off Thcrforc shec was Confident hce 
*ould not dare to Putt on hli body an> thing that came 
from his Maiestic. The King ofTcfcd to u*arc it hlmsclfc 
heforc her for an ho»er and that shec should wntc to 
testcf)x iL Shec repljxd hec would trust nej’ther of them 
both with his life but if hec might hue quictlj in his 
Command would doe his Maiestic true sciuice. Whcrvppon 


‘ Jihiudlr and Shahtrir As they w e r e both bom a few 

®®whi befeft Akbir's death, Ow coold only have been about elcren 

old at tbti thne. 

‘J'Abdila Chan h here forvluen. In eactreame ifrace with ihe 
snythinf 1 can juo^ of jfreat men hce Ihie* in better 
both In hii traync, eqoipace and expence and Carnes more 
Of frauety m hn then any here You see the justice 

Uw Klnjf HU >onne woorkea all to hl« owne ende*, and aem vp 
^ agaymt Chan Chatma.* (Roe to the lacton at Ahmadfbdd, 

35 il>, 1616.) 

2 , 
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the king altered his Purpose and resolued to proceed in 
the sending Sultan Coronne, and to Countenance his recep- 
tion would follow after with another Armie Chan Channa, 
that discouered the storme. Practised with the Decans who 
were at his seruice to offer termes of Peace for a season 
(fynding noe other way to disolue this Cloude that hung 
ouer them both) vntill the king and Prince were departed 
and settled farther off To this end Came two Embas- 
sadors this day from the Princes of Decan They brought 
horses, barde,^ richly furnished for Presentes At first the 
king refused to heare them, and their guift, but turned 
them ouer to his sonne with this answer . if hee would haue 
Peace or Warr, it was in his breast The Prince, aduanced 
by this fauour and swelling with Pnde, resolued (though, 
as I was enformed, the Conditions were very honorable 
and such as the king would haue accepted) to goe on the 
loumy, answering hee would treat of no Peace vntill hee 
were in the feeld with his Armie Chan Channa should not 
so beguile him of the honor of finishing that warr The 
ambitions of this young Prince are open, the Common 
talke of the People , yet his father suffers all, but entendes 
him not the kmgdome , for Sultan Cursoronne, the Eldest 
brother, is both extreamly beloued and honored of all 
men, almost adored, and very lustly, for his most Noble 
Partes and this the king knowes and loues, but thinckcs 
his liberty would diminish his owne glory, and sees not 
that this sly youth doth more darken him by ambitious 
Practices then the other could by vertuous actions. Thus 


^ Pro\idcd with horsc-arniour (see Nares’ Glossary) 

* In the same strain James Bickford writes to Sir Thomas Smythc, 
March 4th, 1616-17 (JD C , No 454), that Khusn'i is “best beloued of 
his Father and cuer was, though a pnsoncr, which is more for feare of 
him then hate to him, he being so genenilly beloued of all the Country 
and loyncd in intimate freindshippwith some of the greatest and most 
hononiblc men of the Country Notwithstanding, the Kinge hath 
swome that he shall raigne after him , but dares not giue him Ins 
libcrtie for feare of his flying out ” 
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hcc Nourishcth -dlulsion and emulation bctwccnc the 
brethren and Putteth auch Power in the hand of the 
younger, supposing he can vndoc yt at his Pleasure, that 
the wisest foresee a rending and tearing of these kiogdomes 
bydiulsion when the king shall pay the debt to Nature 
and that all Partes wnlbc tome and destroyed by a Ciuill 
warr The history of this Countryc for the variety of 
subiect and the many Practises in the tyme of Eebarsha 
father of this king by him then Pnnee and these later 
troubles were not vnwoorthy Committing to writing but 
because they arc of so remote Partes many will despise 
them [and ?] bccaase the People are esteemed barbcrousc 
few wil bclcuc them thcrforc I content my sclfe with the 
Contemplation, but I could dcliucr as many rare and 
Cunning Passadges of State, subtile cuasions, PoUcyes, 
answers, and adages, as 1 bclceuc for one age would not 
bee eascly equald Only one that passed lately I cannot 
omitt, to thowwisdomc and Patience in a father fa>th in a 
seruant, falshood in a brother impudent bouldncs in a 
faction that dare attempt anything, when the highest 
Maiestle glues them liberty beyond cythcr the law of 
their ownc Condition or the llmitts of Policyc and reason 
The Pnnee Sultan Coronne, Norraahall the dcarc quccne. 
Aunt to his wife, Asaph chan his father in law brother to 
the Quccnc, and human Dowlctt, father to them both 
bceing they that now goueme all and dare attempt any 
thing, rcsolued it was not piossible for them to stand if the 
Prince Sultan Corsoronne liued whom the nobilityc loued 
and whose dcHucry or life would Ihinlsh their ambitions 
in tyrac thcrforc Practised how to bring him into their 
Power that poyson might end him, Normahall atteraptes 
the king with the false teares of womans bewitching 
flattery that Sultan Corcoronne was not safe, nor his 
aspinng thoughtes deposed The king hcarcs soothes yt, 
but would not vnderstand mor then shec dcliuercd pUynly 
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This fayling, they tooke oportunitye of the kinges beeing 
drunck, the Prince, Eteman Dowlett, and Asaph chan 
mooued the king that, for the safety of Sultan Corsoronne 
and his honor, it were fitter he were in the keeping of his 
brother, whose companyes would bee pleasing one to the 
other, and his safety more reguarded then in the handes of 
a RasJiboote Gentile (to whome the king had committed 
him) . therfore they humbly desiered his Maiestie that he 
might be deliuered into the handes of his deare brother , 
which the king granted, and so fell asleepe. They thought 
their owne greatnes such as, bringing the kings authority, 
no man durst refuse , and beeing once in their possession 
they would dispute the redeliuery So the same night 
Asaph chan in the name of the king, sent by the Prince, 
came with a Guard to demand and receiue Sultan Cur- 
soronne at the hand of Anna rah,^ a Rajah rashboot to 
whom the king had entrusted him He refuseth to deliuer 
his chardge, with this answere that he was Sultan Coronns 
humble seruant, but that he had receiued the Prince his 
brother from the handes of the king and to no other would 
deliuer him , that hee should haue Patience till the Morn- 
ing, when hee would dischardge himselfe to his Maiestie, 
and leaue it to his pleasure to dispose off This answere 
Coold all In the Morning Anna rah came to the king 
and acquaynted him with the demand of the Prince, his 
refusall and answer , and added his Maiestie had giuen 
him Chardge of his sonne, and made him the commander 
of 4000 horse, with all which hee would dye at the 
Gate rather then deliuer his Prince to the handes of his 
enemyes : if his Maiestie required him, hee was ready to 
obey his will, but hee would prouide for his owne inno- 


^ This faithful Rdjpiit is mentioned by Jahdngfr in the Tuzal as 
“one of my close attendants” His name ivas Anuprai , to which, 
for the bravery he showed in a dangerous encounter with a tiger, the 
king added the title of Smgh Dalan (“ tiger-tearer”) 
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ccnc) The Wnjj rcpljxd >*00 hauc done honcsll) 
faythfullj you have answered discrcll) Continew j'our 
Purpcrtc and take noc knotticdpc of an) Commander I 
will not sceme to know thl< nc) ihcr doc > ou stirr farther 
hould j*otir (av'th and Iclt \*4 see hoi^ farr thty wll prose 
cute)*! The Pnnee and the faction the Ncxtda) finding 
the king sHcnl hoping he might forgclt what passd In 
wjTic, tookc no notice of the grant nor of the rcfusall but 
It fell (not w^lhoul suspition) on both partes. This I insert 
to this end that j'ou maj beware scattering >’our goodcs in 
druers Partes and engaging >*our stock and seruantes fair 
into the Counlr)‘c for the l>mc will come when all in 
these kingdomes wilbc In combustion and a few j'carcs 
warr will not decide the Inueteratc malice la)d vp on all 
partes against a da> of \*engcancc,* whenn if Sultan 
Corsoronne preua)Ic In his right this kingdomc wilbc a 
sanctuar) for Christians whomc he loucs and honors, 
fauouring learning \alour, the discipline of warr and 
abhorring all couctousnes and discerning the basso Cus 
tomes of taking \*scd bj his ancestors and the Nobilltyc •* 
Yf the other Wynne wee shalbc the looscrs for hcc is 
most earnest in his superstition a hater of all Christians 
Proud Subtill false and barbcrousl) Tyranous. 

Thcr Is dajly expected an Tnibassador from the 
Shabas* Ung of Persia. 

October 15. — ^Thc king was gone to hunt 

I rccaacd from Agra that Indico was well fallen and 
that they would proceed to in\*C3L 

* death (of which It was tlrooRly luipected Shdh Jahin was 
pmJty) of Sululn Khusni In lOss followed, years later by that of 
rarwtr, averted the fratnddal war here foretold. But the prophecy 
caroe true at the dose of the reion of Shih Jabin, who not only *aw 
nU sons ilaochter one another m the iimgBle for mastery but was 
forced to yield hli throne to the victor 
It U to be feared that Roc ■ dislike of Khorram mdined him to 
“edit too easily the reported eicellendcs of the elder brother 
Khiwii*s prcTTOos behavioar certalnlydoes not bcaroot the favoonible 
here expressed. • Shih Abbis. 

2 4 « 
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At night the king returned, and sent mee a wild Pigg 

I receiued aduise of the airmail of 4 shipes safe at the 
Port of Swally with lettres from England ^ That they de- 
parted the Coast the 9 of March 1615 [1616] with 6 shipes, 
losing Company of the Rose ^bout the N. Cape by weather 
June the 12, 1616, the other 5 came safely to the bay of 
Saldania, wher the Lyon hoomward bound was ready for a 
W3md, her Commanders and People m health . staying 
\blanU\ dayes at the Roade without Newes of the small 
ship, they dispeeded the Swan to Bantam, for effecting the 
Busines, and sett saile for Suratt the 29 with fowre shipes, 
and Came to Anchor to their Port the 24th of September, 
1616 In their Passadge (August 6) Neare the Islandes of 
Comora about 12° 50*" they had sight of a Camck, burthen 
1500 Tunne, Manned with 600, beeing Admirall of the 
fleete sent for Goa, beanng the flagg The globe fetchd 
her vp to wyndward, and after salutations of the sea, the 
Carrick Commanded her to leaward, and seconded it with 
5 shott thorowgh her Hull, which she requited with 18 and 
soe fell off The Admirall and English fleete Comming 
vp demanded satisfaction for the Iniurye, which was re- 
plyed too with scome , soe began a fresh fight , in few 
shott the Commander, Benjamin Joseph,* was slayne and, 
the New established, they Continued yt At the Euning 
shee rann herselfe ashore among the Rockes of Angazesiau 


' For an account of the voyajje of this, the 1616 fleet, see Terry’s 
book He gives a spirited descnption of the fight with the carraclc 
Among the I O Records {O C, No 456) there is an e^ally interest- 
ing account in a letter from Pepwell to the Company For the Portu- 
guese version, see Bocarro’s Decada XJII, pt 11, ch civ, and Faria y 
bousa’s Asia Portuguesa (Stevens’s transln , Bk. ill, ch xi) 

® Of whom see Sir Clements Markham’s Voyages ofWtlliam Baffin 
(Hakluyt Soc, 1881), p 38 n Terry says he was “for years antient,” 
and “had commanded before in sea-fights, which he met withal 
within the Streights in the Midland Sea ” His successor, Henry 
Pepwell, was desperately wounded m the fight that followed, but lived 
to reach Surat and afterwards Bantam, where he succumbed early ip 
1618 
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The fleclc anchored short of her to Attend the Issue and 
sent a boatc to ofTcr falcr H'arrs but about Midnight 
shcc fired her selfc and bumd all the Next Morning, the 
English sending thdr boates could not approach but bc> 
kcue that not one man was saued by Circumstances verj 
probable. The New Vlccro) for Goa was In this ship' 
whose resolution was ihc-death of all the others. 

Octoi-tr 14 . — 1 sent for the Icsuite and gauc him know 
ledge of what had happened dcsienng him to aduisc yt for 
Goa and wheras 1 had written a Icltrc to the Viceroy, 
which his Endc Pleased not to answere,* if hcc bcclng a 
man of the Church and seeing how xmprosperously they 
had begunn a warrwith vs, w'ould )*ct admonish them to 
cnterlaync those Conditions of truce that were honorable 
for both Nations and send commissioners hither, I was 
ready to treate with them in the Mcane t>mc to forbarc 
on all Partes actes of hoitllit>e, and to draw and agree on 
some articles, with the reasons and pretentions on both 
sydes, to be ludged off by oar Masters, e>’ther for an open 
Warr or a. full Peace, at the end of 3 j'can but If this 
Course liked him I required Honorable and faythfull 
dealing and expected to see good aulhonlyc and to rccduc 
giuc good sccurltyc for Mutuall performance, for that 
i was not to be abused with the ould Coulora of a Spanish 
t*^y If hcc refused once more these Christian ofTcis, 
*C*^blc to the Amyt>‘e of our most Royall Masters and 
thdr subiectes in the Partes of Europe, I then Professed his 
obstinacy and Pndc enforced mec to declare him a breaker 
and disturber of the Comon Peace and so would pursue 
him and hli Nation as an cnemyc. This Meditation 
[mediation?] the Padre most willingly undertooke, cor 
responding to his owne desters and the N‘ecessityc of their 


' This was an error, as Roe learned Uter 
■ See p. 76. 
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affayres ^ For our busines (if it could with honor be ob- 
teyned) it were a matter of great ease, both in tyme, 
Chardge, and expence, that wee might with one shipp 
safely trade on this Coast I hope not in the successe, but 
I would not the fayling were on my Part Now was the 
oportunitye to offer with honor, when wee needed it least, 
and if euer to effect yt in their Necessity I confesse it 
were the better consayle to pursue them faynting and to 
follow the victory, but I found here was no disposition in 
this Prince to break with them , if hee did, no faith nor 
constancy, but would make the Peace for his owne endes , 
and without such an ayd by land the woorke was too great 
for a Company, The euent of warr vneertayne, the end of 
our Nation Peaceable and quiett trade, m the calmes 
wherof trafique and Merchandice only or principally 
flourished 

I went to the Prince with the Newes I had receiued , 
and because I had found his disposition was to draw my 
dcpendancc on him, and that hee was ambitious of respect, 
I was indulgent toward him, and, hoping to take him in his 
owne Nettes, I propounded to him certayne offers which 
I pretended to recciue in Command from the King my 
Master to deliuer to his father, but for respect for his 
Highncs I addressd my selfe to him, both to acquaynt 
him with the Propositions, to desier his fauour, and to ob- 
tcyne his Mediation to present mec to the King at Night 
He demanded what was my desier I first deliucrcd 
him Certayne Complementes sent by my Soueraigne to 
the King that his Maiestie, taking Notice of the fauour 
showed to our Nation, and that the Portugallcs for our 
sakes robd and abused the subiectes of this kingdom, hee 
was bound in honor to enter into the quarrell and had 

* “ Geuen to the Padre the Jcsuitl Azonus and Bellemimcs woorkes, 
cost m England 5/ 15J Hee \ndcrtook to treat a Peace bctwcnc the 
\icero> and mce" (Roc’s Accounts Addl MS 6115) 
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CommAJidcd mcc to ofTcr to Ws MaTcsifc the awtsUnce of 
otrr flcctc amued c>ihcr for the Chastising of the Common 
enem> or for the safe Conducting of the ihfpcs of his 
Dominion Into the redd sca and that^ though now thcr 
was a truce, >tt I thought It m) dulic to signific to his 
Malcstle the affection and honorable care of m> Master In 
bccing read) to performe all the offices of a good allj and 
frend. He ans w ere d that with the Portugall he had noc 
warr to wcftc' thcr flcctc tras Ncedicssc. I rcpl)‘cd wee 
had latct> had a victor) oucr a Camck which I supposed 
mould draw on desire of reuenge and that the Portogall 
would bee attempting If but for our sakes to doc Injury 
to our frendes that his Coast could not be qulclt for our 
discenlion* that thcrforc, though this Instant hfs HIghnes 
had noe Ncedc, >*ct If hec would bee Pleased to giuc vs a 
RJucr and townc to fortcfic In for a retrajxt for our 
shipping in foule weather, wee would aJm^) keepe such a 
*trengih as should secure the Coast on all occasions. This 
w that I aynicd at, and that 1 knew was^ 111 Musique 
but I rccciucd order, which I obc>cd, though I can giuc 
reasons that to be dcnj'cd yt is for our advantage in roy 
lodgment,* as our busincs slandcs, and is mistaken by 
those from whom I recduc directions , and was sure of 
rtfusilL Hec ansm-cred with scomc that his father nor hcc 
needed not our assbtance he ment not warrVl^lhthcPortu 
gall for our sakes ncythcr would cucr dcliuer any fort to 
^ to rccelue his ownc at our Curtesye if wee came os 
Merchantes wee were wdlcotnc wee had Suratt for our 
Port wee wcare seated In Amadavaz, Brampoorc, Boroch, 
Adsmere Agra, and Labor or any other Cltty was free 
for vs to abyde, buy and sell In what could wee in reason 
*^®*nand more? 1 rcplycd all those Places were inland 
sod at Suratt noc safety for our shippes. Hcc returned 


* CooTojr 


» A change of opinion j «« P- 94* 
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quick that other Port would not bee giuen in that manner, 
Nor the Portugalls neuer requird yt I thought to haue 
proceeded, but finding hts sharpnes and Negligence, I 
ended At Night I went to the king I found Asaph 
chan ready to meete mee with smiles and embraces and 
Newes of our shipes New hope of Presentes made al 
wayes easye I desired him first to dehucr the Comple- 
mentes of my Master in forme, as I did in the Morning to 
the Prince, with the same ouertures The king with much 
more Curtesy receiued them, but begann with the pre- 
sentes I first mentioned our late fight and victory, which 
hee seemed to reioyce in, and to applaud the valor of our 
Nation, but fell off to what hath the king sent mee? I 
answered many tokens of his loue and affection That 
my Master knew hee was lord of the best Part of Asia, 
the richest Prince of the East, that to send his Maiestie 
rich Presentes were to Cast Pearles into the sea, the mother 
and store house of them that therfore his Maiestie 
thought yt vnnecessarie, but had Presented him with his 
loue, with many Curious toyes, which I hoped would giue 
him Content Hee vrdged mee to some particulars, which 
I Named Hee asked for french Muff or veluett I 
answered my lettres were not arnued some other was 
come which hee desiered Hee enquired for dogges ^ I 
tould him some had their fortune in the fight, some dyed, 
two were preserued for him at which hee reioyced , and 
Continued if I could procure him a horse of our Great 
size such as I had described (beeing a Rone or Dutch 
horse) hee would accept it better then a Crowne. I re- 
plyed I would doe my indeauour for his Maiesties satis- 
faction, but I feared it could not bee effected Hee 


^ A mastiff presented by Edwards fought with and killed first a 
leopard and then a boar which some dogs sent by the Shah of Persia 
w ould not touch This gave the Mogul a high opinion of English 
dogs 
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armrtrcd If I 1^‘ould procure on h« would C‘ue mcc a 
Ifct of m^tAs I desired hl> Malcslica Icttrc for the Com 
ming of ihcsc proscnlci without search and for the pood 
nadg of ourTcoplt Hcc rtpl>*cd the Tort was hu aonns 
but sent for him and Publlqucl) pauc expresse order for 
what jocucf I would rc<julcr and take on mcc,* that it 
ihooW Not be tcarthed nor paj Customc, but bee dis- 
peeded with expedition safe to m> handcs that I might 
distribute yi at my discretion that hce should Command 
the pood reception of our Tcople and finall) that hce 
should glue mce Content In all m> dcsicrs- This generally 
extended not to the pranl of a fort for that clause Asaph 
chan refused to dcllucr This Chardpe was v-cry round and 
barty In the king and a prate to mce. The Pnnee called 
Auph chan and mec, and there professed and promised 
before his father and ah the Court to piuc mcc all reason 
able Content This Is the strength of hew Presentca. 

(ktaScr 15,— I dispatched for Suratt the pcnerallity of 
this, and my adutses to the Commanders » but because f 
lately sent downc a Jirrnant sufTidcnt, I would not retard 
our busines, but slgnlfycd this grace and fauour and if any 
thing >^1 wanted that In few daj-cs thc>’ should rccduc 
this New promised Command. The Pnnee sent mcc 
woord, wriitncs^ by two Jetties from the ludg of the 
Alfandtca^ that I brake Couenant with him that our 
People came ashore and by force would passe the Customc 
house, Without showdng any goodcs to the Gouernor 
“according to my Promise that his officers for fcare of his 
displeasure had suITered them but required my order in 
yt I knew the CompUynl was false and to excuse the 
knauery of the ludg who had wronged vs and fcanng 
Complaynt began first yet I aduised roundly to the 


* »ll ihinsi whkh Roc weald certify to ture been sent for 
P^wemaikm. 

U 
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Commander and Cape Merchant, as my lettres will de- 
clare ^ 

I receiued from Mesolapatan that Captain Keeling had 
taken 2 Portugall barkes and a ship, one on the Coast of 
Cochyn, laden with tynn, the other fraighted from Bengala, 
which hee Carried to Bantam ^ That Sir Robert Sheirly 
was dismissd with disgrace from Goa, and that hee was 
on his way overland to Mesolapatan to seeke Passadge — 
vnprobable and I beleeue vntrue ^ 

October 16 — I went to Afzul chan,^ the Princes Secre- 
tary, to giue him satisfaction in the Complaynt, and there 
opened to him the abuse and falshood, requiring his high- 
nes lettres according to the kinges order He tould [me?] 
he would informe the Prince and draw vs a Command to 
our full Content , and that, seeing wee thought the ludg 
of the Alfandtca vniust, hee desiered mee to name any one 
in Suratt to sitt in the Custome house to doe vs right and 
hee should be loyned in Commission for our behalfe. I 
replyed I knew none more vpright then Abram chan, 
the Gouernor of the Towne, whom hee promised should 
haue such order to meete with the Customer in the office 
on our Part to moderate the abuses of the other, and that 
all other our Contentmentes should bee giuen in Chardge 
to him , that at night, if I sent, I should fynd these ready 
Ther, as a secrett to engage the Prince, I tould him of the 
vnicorns home,® which I would not name to the king that 


^ See ff 125 and 126 of the MS , and O C No 404 in the I O 
Records In the letter to Kerndge, Roe begged him to hasten the 
despatch of the presents, including one for Niir Mahdl “The 
neglect of her last yeare,” he wrote, “ I haue felt heauely ” 

‘ See Peyton’s journal m Purchas vol 1, p 528 
“ As indeed it was Sherlcy remained in Goa until his departure for 
Lisbon ■* See p 160 « 

On the “ unicorn’s ” horn, its supposed efficacy as an antidote for 
poison, and its consequent value — “ w orth halfe a city,” says Dekkcr 
in The Guls Honte-bookc — notes will be found in Burnell and Tide’s 
Linschotcn, vol 11, p 9 , Gre)'’s Della Valle, vol 1, pp 5, 7 , and Yule’s 
Marco Polo,\o\ 11, p 273 Compare also 0\ ington ( ^ Y/mi/', 
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hli IIi[;hncs miRhl bti> U for a rartt> to b«lou on his 
father I told him of the rich otimatlon and qualct)*^ 
that It tvas cstccmcrl amonR the IcwclU of Pnnccs but 
that I had no I’cmtr to pmc it bccinp nf preat valcu that 
the Mcfchanntcs made it a vxrctl and Intended not to 
suffer It come out of the ^hip hut that for his Iliphnes 
Content, If hce IMeavI to bu> It and tvould piuc order for 
mon> at Suratt, I would procure his officers should see >‘L 
This I hoped uxrutd both sett an extreame appetite on the 
Pnnee to passe it at a hlph Pnee and ssould Insinuate an 
cxtraordinarj desire In mcc to doc him fcruicc and if 
hce reuealcd it to the kinp t n-ould ansntre because It 
was not In m) I’mscr to piuc his Malcstic I xsas ashamed 
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to name yt, but had mooued the Prince to buy it for his 
vse For this I had many thanckcs and Complements 
His Secretary mooued by his Highnes order to procure 
for him two Gunners out of our fleete to serue him in this 
yeares warrs for good Pay, which Curtesy hee would take 
very kindly and requite yt 1 promised to effect his desicr, 
and doubted not to procure them of the Commander, see- 
ing ordinary ones in that art will exell here.^ I prcssd 
the Clearing of Zulpheckcarcons account ; though I knew 
not what it was, for Master Kirndge aduised satisfaction 
of 9000 mamoodtes for which I sent bills, and that ot the 
8000 remayning he had receiued content for two Clothes 
and a halfe, but not how much nor what rested Yet I 
vrdged the vse of our mony now to employ, and showed 
his bill that what was mistaken, wee would bee answer- 
able for , which hee promised Master Biddolph this day 
or the morow 

Abdala-chan came to visitt the Prince, so brauely at- 
tended as I haue not seene the like To the Gate his 
drumms and musique a horsback, about 20, made noysc 
enough, fifty Peons with white flagges carried before him, 
and 200 souldiers well mounted in Coates of Cloth of 
Gould, veluett, and rich silkes, which entered with him 
in ranck , Next his Person 40 targiteers^ in like liuciycs 
He made humble rcuercnce, and presented a black Arabian 
horse with furniture studded with flowers of gould cnamcld 
and sett with small stones The Prince according to 
Custome returnd a Turbant, a Coate, and a Gyrdlc 

October 17 — The Prince Pursuing his Purpose of finish- 
ing the Dccan warrs by his ownc Person, and vndcrtaking 
to giuc answcrc to the Ambassadors, giucs none, but dc- 
tc\ lies them vntill his approach But, bccing to depart, he 

' U(u (Uil\ transmitted this rcaucst to Surat, but no one in the 
l1(.tt w IS willin,; to accept the cmplojmcnt 

- Soldiers nrn cd with suord and buckler (tarpe) 
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nor hb Party ihoiight not thcmsclues secure if Sultan 
Corsoronne remayned in the handcs of Annarah that in 
his absence the kinp might be reconciled, and by his 
liberty all the glory and hopes of their faction would 
vanish and the Iniury and ambition hardly bee Pardoned* 
They newly assayle the kinges constancy to dcliucr vp his 
sonne Into the handcs of Asaph chan, as his guardian 
VTidcr Sultan Coronne. They Pretend that it will fnght 
CAan Channa and the Decanns when they shall hcarc that 
this Prince is soc fauoured who nouc comes to make warr 
vpon them that the king hath dcliucred his eldest 
sonne, in that as It were the whole kingdomc and hope 
of succession and the Present Power thcrof The King 
who had ycclldcd himself into the handcs of a woman 
could not defend his sonne from their Practises, Hec 
dlhcr sees not the ambition or trustes it too fair in Con 
fidence of his owne Power and consentes soe that this 
day hee was dcliuered vp, the souldicrs of Anna rah dls 
chardged and a supply of Asaph chans planted about him 
with asslstannce of 200 of the Princes horse.’ Hb sister 
and diuers wcomcn in the Seragha moumc, refuse their 
meate, cryc out of the kinges dotage and Cruelty^ and 
professc that if hee dye thcr will 100 of his kindred bume 
for him in mcmoryc of the kinges bloudincs to hb woor 
thyest sonne. The king giucs fayre woordcs protesteth 
no intent of ill toward the Prince, and promiselh his de 
lluery and sendes Narmahall to appease these enraged 
l^dyes, but they Curse, threaten and refuse to see her 
The Common People all munner , they say the king hath 
not delloercd hb sonnes but hb owne life into the bandcs 
of an Ambitious Pnnee and a treacherous faction that 
Corsoremne cannot Perish without scandall to the father or 

‘ “On the ^\h [Alslnl Kbirtri who wM in the charge for »i<- 
of Airiral Singh Dalin, for certain coMWerailoni wmi 
*»nded ©rtr to A»af Khin {TVsmJt Mr Roferj* tnutthitoo). 
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rcuenge from him therfore hee must goe first and after 
him his sonne , and so thorough their bloodes this youth 
must mount the Royall seate New hopes are spread of 
his redeliuery, and soone alayed , euery man tells newes 
according to his feares or desires But the Poore Prince 
remaynes in the Tygers Power, refuseth meate, and re- 
quires his father to take his life and not to lett it bee the 
triumph and delight of his enemyes The whole Court is 
in a whisper ; the Nobility sadd , the Multitude, like it 
selfe, full of tumor and Noyce, without head or foote , 
only it rages but bendes it selfe vpon noe direct end The 
issue is very dangerous , Principally for vs, for among 
them it matters not who wynns Though one haue right 
and much more honor, yet hee is still a moore, and cannot 
bee a better Prince then his father, who is soe good of dis- 
position that he suffers ilP men to gouerne, which is woorse 
then to bee ill , for wee were better beare Iniuryes of 
Princes then of their ministers So that I may say of this 
tyme and the constitution of this state as Tacitus did of 
the Empire of Roome when it was contended for by Otho 
and Vitellius Prope euersuin orbem etiain cum de pnnci- 
paiu inter bonos certafetur vtrasque imptas preces^ vtraque 
detestanda vota, inter duos quorum bello solum id scircs 
deteriorem fore qui vicissiit^ And although the elder 
brother is not yet in Armes, nor so like (if he Preuayle) to 
Tyrannise, yet it is to bee feared, Rebus secundis eatiain 


^ Purchas (or his pnnter) has turned this into “all,” and has thus 
entirely altered the sense 

^ //rj/,1, 50 The passage is thus translated by Messrs Church and 
Brodnbb “ The worla was well-nigh turned upside down when 

the struggle for empire was between worthy competitors, yet the Empire 
continued to exist after the Mctones of Cams Julius and Ciesar 
Augustus , the republic would hare continued to exist under Pompey 
and Brutus And is it for Otho or for Vitellius that we are now to 
repair to the temples ? Prayers for either would be impious, vows for 
either a blasphemy, when from their conflict you can only learn that the 
conqueror must be the worse of the two ” Roe has omitted a portion 
of the quotation, and has thus to a slight extent obscured the sense. 
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duces tnsofesecre' I did aduisc our Httlc Common 
wealth to keepe clo^ and ncarc togithcr, to attend the 
Iwic to know no »>‘dc, to mike Tew debtes, ami to keepe 
as few rcsidcnq-cs as the nccc 3 sit>c of their affaires will 
suffer 

Octoicr 18 — I Solhcitcd my New promised Jirmaen but 
In these troubles and prcpcration of remooue I found slou 
dispatch. 

Octeher 19. — .The Persian Amb.is.sador Mahomett Roza 
Bcag* about noone came Into the Toirne with a great troup 
which were Partly sent out bj the king to mcctc him ulth 
100 Ehphantcs and musique, but no man of greater 
qttalet>'c then the ordinary recduer of all strangers, Hls 
owne trajme were about 50 horse, well fitted In Coates 
of Cloth of Gould thdr bowes qulx-ers and Targetes 
nchly garnished 40 shott, and aome 200 ordinary Peems 
and attcndcfs on bagage. lie was carried to Rest in a 
roomc nithin the kinges outward court till cuening when 
he came to the Dnrhetr before the king to which Cere 
niony I sent my Secretary to obscruc the fashion When 
hcc approched He made at the first raylc 3 TeselmP and 
one Sieedt^ (which Is Prostrating himsclfc and knocking 
his head against the Ground) at the entrance in the like 
and so presented the Shabas his lettre which the kinge 
took with a little motion of hU body, asking only How 




‘'In the day of tocccss rren great leader* grow 


I Mohammad Rant Ilet • See p. 135. 

Or pnntratKm, hitrodoced by tome of Alcbor** coortten 
establ^meni of hh “DMoo faith." Aa, how e ver it was 
poitikmi at prayer h wa* looked apon by the Moharnmn 
nlm«^ M the excloshre right of God , and Akbar tboogh 

with the practice was obliged to forbid It* u»e in pablic. 

h, and hj the Ttfemjb he notes with evident »at?*- 
the Persian amha**ador on thl* occailon “ performed the 
« proatialioo and talnUiKm (Mr Rogaa* tranilation) but k 
In fk onpopalar and Sbfli Jabdn aboUiKed h open hi* nccoiion 

iotheihrooe(Biochra*nn*;??;»^^iW«rf voL ^ pp. 159. 

2 ,1 
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doth my brother? without title of Maiestie , and after some 
few woordes hee was Placed in the seauenth rannck against 
the rayle by the doore, below so many of the kinges 
seruantes on both sides, which in my ludgment was a most 
inferiour Place for his masters Embassador, but that hee 
well deserued it for dooing that reuerence which his Pre- 
dccessores refused, to the dishonor of his Prince and the 
Murmer of many of his Nation ^ It is said hee had order 
from the Sophy to giue content, and therby it is gathered 
his message is for some ayde in mony agaynst the Turke, 
in which kind he often findes liberall succour, though it 
bee pretended hee Comes only to treat a peace for the 
Decanns, whose protection the Shabas taketh to hart, 
envyeing the encrease of this Empire The King accord- 
ing to Custome gaue him a handsom turban t, a vest of 
gould, and a girdle, for which againe hee made 3 Tesselwis 
and one Stzeda, or ground curtesye. Hee brought for 
Presentes 3 tymes 9 horses of Persia and Arabia, this 
beeing a Ceremonius Number among them, 9 mules very 
fayre and lardg, 7 Camells laden with veluett, two Sutes of 
Europe Arras (which I suppose was Venetian hanginges of 
veluett with gould, and not Arras), two Chestes of Persian 
hanginges, on Cabinett nch, 40 Muskettes, 5 Clockes, one 
Camell laden with Persian Cloth of gould, 8 Carpettes of 
silke, 2 Rubyes ballast, 21 Cammelles of wyne of the 
Grape, 14 Camelles of distilld sweet waters, 7 of rose 


* Kemdge, wnting to Roe on the loth of this month (^Adcil MS 
9366), says that the Mogul expects envoys from Persia to give the 
“ accostomed obedience,” though, “ his nature being gentle and de- 
bonaire,” he permits Christians to use their own ceremonies of saluta- 
tion At a later date, the Persians appear to have received better 
treatment, for Bernier (p 120) says that the privileges of saluting 
according to the customs of their own countiy, and of delivering their 
letters “without the intervention of an Omruh . . belong exclusively 

to Persian ambassadors,” although they are not granted, “even to 
them, without much hesitation and difficulty ” Bernier tells an amusing 
tale (p 1 51) of Shiih Jahdn’s expedient to force a Persian ambassador 
to make reverence d rimitcn, and the way in which he was foiled 
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water* 7 dafjRcn sett with stones 5 sw-oordes sett with 
Hones, 7 Venetian looking glasses, but these »oc faire, so 
nch that 1 ¥ras ashamed of the relation. These I’rescntcs 
were not dcliucred now, only a bill of them. His owme 
furniture was nch, leading nine spare horses trapped In 
Gould and stluer about his Turbant was wreathed a 
of Pcarlce niWcs and Turqucscs and three Pipes 
of gould’ answerable for three spnges of feathers. Yet I 
caused diligence [diligent?) obscruance to be made of his 
reception and compared It with m) nc ownc, and f>Tid he 
had in nothing more grace, in man) thingca not so much 
in ranck far Infenour to that alowed mcc, cxcejit only his 
meeting wnthout the Townc, which b) reason of m> sicknes 
was omitted to be demanded Nejiher did the king 
rccdoc the Shabas his Icltre with such respect as my 
Masters, whom hee called the King of England hU brother 
the I’cnlan barely brother, without addition (which was an 
obscTuaUon of the lesultcs that \mdcrstood the language).* 

Ckt^ 6 cr sa—l recciued a Ictlre according to promise, 
wnltcn in the Princes name Commanding the Gouemor of 
buralt and others to sitt with the ludg of the Alfandtca In 
our bchalfc, repeating the Complaynt made by mcc and 
b) the ludgagainst \s and gluing order so to disposcof the 
busincs that wee might rccciuc no more discontent and In 
that matter full and cffcctunll , but concerning the pre 
senU, which hee so much dcsicrcd to haue choyce In 
only these woordcs and for all Presentes sett too 
your Seale and send them to Court— without naming to 
which Court (which was now seperating) not [nor?] to 
whom but leauing it doubtful! I suspected It was not 
right, whervpon I sent back the lettre to the Secretary 

* Aiifrctte bolder*. 

• Yet Jahissfr not ofll)' detcribc* ibe eoiba»»y In Ihe Let 

Site* the Shtfh** letter In full j Roe’* w* not ibuothi 

'tFTthy of mcnikm. 
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with answcrc that I doubted not his Highncs meaning was 
faire, according to the order of the king, but, to avoyd 
all occasion of euasion or error in those who sought all 
aduantage of Construction to wrong vs, I desiered him in 
few woordes to explayne it for future quiett, expressing 
the termes that the Presents are to be sent vnopened to 
the handes of the Ambassador at the Court Hee vnder- 
wrote the lettre, but with such Cunning that it might bee 
Construed both wayes like the ould Oracles Concerning 
Presentes doe as they will, but lett the Prince loose 
nothing if wrong bee offered, doe not suffer yt Our 
sollicitor returned it that it was very well and to my 
Content Yet I misdoubted fraud, and sent for a trans- 
lator, who found the sence so intricat and doubtfull I could 
scarse vnderstand the riddle I only discouered the Cunning 
was to bring them into the Princes handes, as it were by 
error on the way, who would eyther came all to him- 
selfe or send some part to the king in my Name This 
abuse lustly enraged mee, both against some of our owne 
and my linguist that receiued it soe slightly without read- 
ing, and stirrd mee to putt it to triall , whervpon I re- 
turned yt that it was now more obscure then before and 
woorse for the correction , that if this were all the fruictes 
of the kinges gracious grant, I should bee compelld to 
moue it anew The Secretarye replyed he durst not trans- 
gresse his order, but desired mee to meete him in the 
Morning at the Princes 

October 21 — I went to the Prince and opened my desire 
to haue that Clause expounded, at which his Highnes 
stucke a little and I perceiued the Purpose to be as hollow 
as I imagined Hee demanded then how hee should haue 
his Presents or see such toyes as came vp, and mooued mee 
to goe with him I replyed I could not doe soe vntill I 
had delmercd my Masters Message and tokens to the King, 
but, that finished, I would my selfe attend his Highnes 
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with his Prcscntcs, and all »uch rarct>c3 aa came to my 
handcs should bcc tent after him. Hec pressd mcc to 
passe my w-oord and so { obteyned order for the Jimtacn 
to my Content Ills lllghnea, looking on a Whyte 
feather in my hall demanded if I would giuc it him, 
I rcplycd I would not olTcr that I had womc, but, if he 
Pleasd to Command it that or an>'thing in my Power was 
to scnie him and I was highly honored in his acceptance. 
Hec asked if I had any more. I answered three or fower 
of other Coulors. He rcpl>cd if 1 would giuc them all for 
that hec was to show his horses and scruanlcs to the king 
within tw'o dayes and that hec wanted some bccing\CTy 
rare in these Parts I promised to bnng all I had on the 
Morow that his Highnes might take his Pleasure. 

Abdala chan in a Gallant Equipage both of his Person 
and attendantes in apparcll strange and antique but m 
these partes n la soidado Presented the Pnnee wnth a white 
horse, the saddle and furniture of gould cnameld a beast 
of delicate shape, life, and Couradge who returned him a 
swoord Playne with a belt of leather Thcr were brought 
before him many others, the hiltes of sHucr Chapes sett 
with small stones, and targettes coucred with gould 
^•clvctts, some Paynted and bossed with gould and silver 
which hec gauc to his seniantcs against this muster many 
saddles and furniture of gould rich sett with stones, of his 
owne wrere showed for spare horses his bootes cmbrodcrcd 
& all other ingrcdlentes of braucry I confessc the cxpcncc 
Is woondcrfull and the nches dayly scene invaluable. 

This night Passd it is reported 6 of the Princes scruantes 
came to Murthcr Sultan Cursoronne, but were refused the 
key by the Porter that the Quecnc mother' is gone to the 


' Coryat notes the respect end aflection with which she wes treated 
h> her ton. As Is well known she was one of Alcbar*s Hindu con 
»oov beinc daoKhter of Ri)a Ufbiri MaJ iind vliier of Rd >1 Illunfviiln 
Dis of Jaipur Her death ocenrred In 1633. 

2 5 * 
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king with an ouerture of all the Practice The truth is 
vncertayne and it is dangerous to aske. 

At euening I went to the Durbar to visitt the king, wher 
I mett the Persian Embassador with the first muster of his 
Presentes Hee appeared rather a lester or lugler then 
a Person of any grauety, mnning vp and downe, and acting 
all his woordes like a mimick Player Now indeed the 
AtashckannoeS was become a right stage Hee deliuered 
the Presentes with his owne handes, which the king [with] 
smiles and Cherfull Countenance and many woordes of 
Contentment receiued His toong was a great aduantage 
to deliuer his owne busines, which hee did with so much 
flattery and obsequiousnes that it Pleased as much as his 
guift euer calling his Maiestie King and Commander of 
the world, forgetting his owne Master had a share in yt , 
and on euery little occasion of good acceptation hee made 
his Tezehins When all was deliuered for that day hee 
prostrated himselfe on the ground, and knocked with his 
head as if hee would enter in The guiftes were a fayre 
quiver for bow and arrowes, delicatly embrothered , all 
sorts of Europian fruictes artificial! in dishes , many other 
foulding Purses and knackes of leather, wrought with 
needlewoork in coloured silkes; shooes embrodered and 
stichd , Great Glasses inlayd in frames , one square Peice 
of Veluett embrodered high with gould in Panes, betweene 
which were Italian Pictures wrought in the stuff, which hee 
sayd Wcis the king and queene of Venice (which, as I sup- 
pose, was the hanginges called Arras) of these six were 
giuen, one only showed , many other tneanado^ of small 
valew , after, the 3 Nines of horses and Mules, which were 


^ The iosha-khibta was properly the repository in which articles 
received as presents, or intended to be gi\ en as presents, were stored , 
but here, as in a subsequent entry. Roe uses the term to mean the 
royal place of audience 

See p 296 ’ Trinkets or trifles (Span.) 
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falrc ones , the horses cylher had lost their flesh or bewty 
for cxcqjt one or two I ludged them vnfitt for to be sent 
or taken by Pnnccs. So he returned with many antique 
trickes to his Place, far inferior to that allowed mcc which 
n'as alone and abouc all subjcctcs (which at first Asaph 
chin would hauc Putt race by but I mayntcyned it as my 
due). This Is but the first act of his Presenting The Play 
will not bee finished In ten dayes. 

At night I sent to the Pnnccs secretary for ray promised 
writing but hia Highnes was loath to lett the Presentes 
passe wnthout ransacking and had changed his mynd 
refusing to scale the Icttrc. 

Cklobtr 22 , — I wxnt early to the Secretary to know the 
reason of this inconstancy and the Princes resolution He 
answered I could not hauc the letter sealed vnlcssc I would 
consent to hauc all opened In the A(fntuiua Pretending 
that the Merchanntes would pass vp Jcwelles and Pcarles 
to sell voder that Coulor I assured him on my woord 
they were dearer In England then here that wee brought 
none that I would not countenance any thing vndcr that 
Coulor to abuse the Pnnee and dishoncr my scJfe that I 
scorned to sauc Petty Custoraes basely that I gaue among 
the Princes Porters dayly more. I vrdgcd the kinges 
command his Masters Promise , but no reason no impor 
tunityc would prcuaylc against this gredy desier of 
Presentes, though in yt hoc robbd his father What will 
not youth and insolcncy attempt when it knowes no Umitts, 
when It Is aduanced beyond the Capadtye and law of 
? I replied as percmptonly that I was as resolute 
not to bee abused that I would keepe these aboord the 
sblppea vnull his Malestic sent for them, and In future 
tyme I would take order that my Master should send no 
raore gulftcs to be to vnciullly entreated that it was a 
buslnes m which my Honor was intcresacd and for no 
Complacency I would not yctW to be riffled with my con 
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sent that these injuryes were so grose that I doubted not 
the king would haue sence of them in the meane tyme I 
would preuent their greedy purpose of oppression So I 
rose to depart Hee importuned mee to goe with him to 
the Pnnce and moue it once more I replyed I had the 
kings order and his Masters woord before his Majestie, 
since his owne Command, and all this beeing retracted, I 
could expect no more but delay and Iniurye that I would 
seeke to the king and no further But hee pressd mee so 
far as I yeelded , and at my comming I dehuered him^ 
two Plumes, and two birdes of Paradice- Hee accepted 
them easely, and my busines beeing mooued and my 
resolution made knowne not to consent to open nor to 
send them vp but by the handes of my seruants, att last he 
yeilded and gaue Command to the Secretary to dispatch 
mee. 

At Night I went to the Durbar to obserue the Ambas- 
sador of Persia. I found him standing in his ranncke and 
often remooued and sett lower as great men came in The 
king once spake to him, and he danced to the tune therof, 
but gaue noe present , only the king Commanded hee 
should be feasted by the Nobles The tyme was spent in 
seeing saddles and furniture for the remooue, of which his 
Maiestie gaue some to his followers, it beeing dayly ejipected 
to nse , the kinges tentes were out 4 days since 

I sent to the Secretarye for my Jinnaen, but hee delayd 
yt with excuses 

October 23 — I soUicited the grant , but the Persian 
dined with him 

October 24 — The king remooued to Hauaz Gemall,^ and 
called the Persian Ambassador, wher at night hee eate and 
drancke before the king with the Nobilities in the same 


^ The Pnnce 

Worth, the plumes 20s, and the birds 01 Paradise 60 rupees” 
(Roc’s accounts Addl Mb 6115) ^ Seep 159» 
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fishlon that I did the birthda> , the dilTcrcncc onl> was 
the king gauc him for expence 20000 rw/w, for which hcc 
made innumerable Ttsehun and Sttcdacs not nsing from 
the ground In good space, which extreme)) pleased the 
king and was base but profitable Idolatry c. The Pnnee 
attending his father I could gett noc dispatch in my 
busincs. These Presents >ct were not digested all 
dela)^ all fraudes practised to posscssc them first The 
Condition of this People m) Miffcringcs and traucll will 
appeare, I doubt not to the case of m> successors how to 
dcalc with them 

I rcceiucd Ictlrcs from Agra aducrtisJng ail the factory 
were disposed awa) I adutsed m> opinion it was to no 
\*»c to follow the Court that it were better to abyde 
logither vnlill wee saw where wee should settle otherwise 
the chardge would bee infinite. So much I propounded to 
ours here but know not their resolution. 

Odobir 35 —The king relumed at Euening hauing 
bccnc oucr night farr gone In wyne. Some by Chance or 
mabcc spake of the Merry night Past and that man) of 
the Nobilltyc dranck wyne which none may doc but by 
Icaue. The king forgetting his order demanded who gauc 
it It was answered the Buxy for no man dares sa) it 
was the king when hec would only doubt yt. The Customc 
Is that when the king dnnekes which is alone soractyme 
hce will command that the Nobilityc shall drinck after, 
which if they doe not. Is an offence too and so cucry 
man that takes a cup of vrync of the officer his name b 
written and he makes Teseltut though perhapes the kings 
eyes an, mistyc. The king not remembring hb ownc 
Command called the Buj^ and demanded if hce gauc the 
order He rcplyed no (falsly for hce rcceiucd It and by 
name called such as did drinck with the Ambassador) 
wherat the Wng called for the list and the Persons, and 
fined some t, some 2 some 3 thowsand mpits some lease, 
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and some that were nearer his Person he caused to bee 
whippd before him, receiuing 130 stnpes with a most 
terrible instrument, hauing at each end of fewer Cordes 
irons like spurr rowelles, so that euery stroke made fewer 
woundes When they lay for dead on the Ground, hee 
Commanded the standers by to foote them, and after the 
Porters to breake their staues vpon them Thus most 
cruelly mangled and brused they were earned out, of which 
one dyed in the Place. Some would haue excused it on 
the Ambassador , but the king replyed he only bad giue 
him a Cupp or too Though drunckennes be a Common 
and a glorious vice, and an exercise of the kinges, yet 
it is soe strictly forbidden that no man can enter the 
Guzelchan wher the king sitts, but the Porters smell his 
breath, and, if hee haue but tasted wyne, is not suffered 
to com in , and, if the reason bee knowne of his absence, 
hee shall with difficulty skape the whip , for, if the king 
once take offence, the father will not speake for the sonne. 
So the king made the Company pay the Persian Am- 
bassadors reward 

October 26 — 1 sent to Socorolla for the finnaen. Hee 
sent mee a Copy as ambiquious and fraudulent as the 
former , which I refused, and drew the mislikcd clause 
my selfe, which I sent back and was promised that on the 
Morow it should bee sealed 

October 28 — The kinges day of remooue at hand, I 
sent to Asaph chan for a warrant for carriadgcs , the 
Merchantes, hauing sought all the townc to remooue 
their goodes to Agra, could find none So I rccciucd 
order, becing enrolled by his Maiestie, vpon my offer, 
for 20 Camclles, 4 Carts, and 2 Coches at the kinges 
Price , whereof I disposed as many as the factors needed 
to their vse 

But it were an c\trcamc error to omitt a Passadge, 
either of woondcrfull bascncs in this great Monarch or 
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a triall or mcc. The king had Condemned dlucr* Ihccvcs 
among which were some bojxs. Thcr was noc wa> to 
nac their lines, but to sell them for slauca. His Maicstle 
Commanded Asaph chan to ofler two of them to mce for 
monj which he appo>mlcd the Cuttivall, that is the 
Marshall, to doc. M) enterpreter made an5Ns*crc (without 
ray knowlcdg) that Christians kept no ilaucs , that those 
the long had giuen I had freed * and that It was in vayne 
to propound It to mcc. But after of him sclfc hoc did. I 
suspected it might be a Iryall of mcc whether I would giuc 
a little mony to sauc the Hues of luo Childcrcn or cli I 
supposed if It vrcrc In earnest it were noc great lossc 
to doc a good deed and, to iryc the basencs or scope of 
this offer I Commanded my enterpreter to relume to 
Asaph chan to tell him hcc had acquajmted mcc with 
the motion and his answerc , that I reprehended him for 
presuming In any Case to glue iny resolution that my 
ownc reply was, If there were any mony to be l*a>d to 
*aue the life of twoo Children to those whom they liad 
robbd or to redeeme them from the law, both for respect 
to the kinges Command and for Charct>*c I was ready to 
glue it , but I would not buy them as slaucs, only pay 
their ransome and free them that If hcc pleased to know 
the kings pleasure that I might giuc them liberty without 
offence, I was very willing to doc It Asaph chan rcplycd 
I might at mync ownc will dispose them that it was an 
cxtraordlnarjT goodnes , with many prayscs accepted the 
mony, desiring mcc [to] send it to the Cvttwall and to vse 
rey discretion to the boyes not once offering to cnforrac 
the king, which xns one end of my llbcraUltyc. I that was 
loath to be cosened, and knew not whither this might bee 


* Cp. pp. 150 and 174-6. Od the practice ofatonlng for mttnJcr by 

ptymat of a Bim of rooccy ** In which owe the rourdeieT becooie* 
of the nun who relcnses hhn," see lilochnunn's Aitt-f- 
-<i**ri;ToLl,p.2j4. 
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the Profitt of officers or no, resolued to pay the mony, but 
so as the king should not be ignorant I had more mercy 
then he, and that a Christian esteemed the life of a Moore 
aboue mony So I sent a factor and my enterpreter to 
the Cuttwall to acquaynt him with the Communications 
with Asaph chan and to lett him know, if at night hee 
would enforme the king that I had offered to redeeme the 
Prisoners for Charetyes sake, if after his Maiestie would 
consent to their liberty, I was ready to send him mony 
But to buy them as slaues, though but for an hower, I 
would not they should neuer come nor bee Manumissed 
by mee, but that I desiered his Maiestie to pardon them 
vpon my redemption. So I putt them to the test of their 
base offer This mony exceeded not ten Pound, a poore 
summe to impose on a stranger, or to be gayned by any 
king The Cuttwall returned answere that hee would 
know the kinges Pleasure and accordingly aduise mee 
Some would perswade mee this is one of the Mogols 
signal fauours to Choose out such great men as hee will 
glue occasion to doe good and honorable woorkes, to 
redeeme Prisoners and that the mony giues satisfaction 
to the Playntiffe robbd, and that those so appoynted by 
the king to ransome others make Siseda as for some 
benefitt receiued , yet I fynd not any honor in a Prince 
to impose it on a stranger to whom he giues neyther 
mayntenance nor liberalitye I went to the Durbar to see 
if his Maiestie would of himselfe speake to mee, that I 
might deliuer myne owne offer The Cuttwall made many 
motions, brought in the executioner, who receiued some 
Command , but I understood it not, but expect my 
answere 

This day I sent my Secretary to visitt the Persian Em- 
bassador and to glue him welcome to this Court That 
seeing ther had passed many effectes of loue and Amitye 
Detweene our royall Masters the King of Great Brittame 
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and Pcrila, 1 had rccclucd command to piuc all respect and 
due Complements to any of his ministers whersoeucr I 
mett them, and that it bedng the Cuatomc of Europe that 
the last come to any Place in Curtesy is visited of hun 
that hath longer bccnc resident, bedng both Embassadors 
of one qualctyc, I was rcsolucd to Come my sclfc to see 
him whensocuer I rccclucd notice of his Comodityc when 
I would also open some busmes to him both for the Honor 
and seruice of his Master But, because 1 knew not the 
Cunomes of these Parts, I had first sent to aduicc him that 
I expected the same good respect from him toward my 
sooeralgne, and that hce would In like manner after visitt 
mee, to whom hce should bee most welcome and without 
that assurance on his wroord 1 durst not Come at all to 
him. Hce rccciucd my message very courteously, reply 
mg hee tooke it for a ^rcat honor that the Customc of 
thu kingdomc was that no ambassador did mcctc or make 
wquayntance without the knowledge of the king and Icauc 
obteyned that hee would mouc his Maicstic on our 
Wialfcs and after both rccciue mee with all frendship 
and repay ray Curtesy toward him w'lth all good corre- 
spondence that hee knew Sir Robert Shclrly and should 
hee very gladd, if I had any busincs with his Master to 
convey my lettres or enter Into any other Communication 
or adulse therein according to my directions. 

October 29.— I rccciucd News of a great Plaugc at 
Agra ' so that I ludgd It danpjerous to send vp thegoodcs 

‘Farther rifcrences to ihU epidemic occur onder November 3 $*^ 
^ Uecember 15th 1616s and January i^tb, 1617 See alw the 
tiven (from Jahinjffr'i Afrmmn) in ElUot and Dowoon’* 
fliftny (voL tI, p. 346). In ihe I O Records (O C Na 56S) is n 
letter from Salbamlc to the Company in the cocrio of which ne gives 
W account of “a great danger 1 sustained In the Gtle of Agra kx 
•“cs even in the yeare 1616, for that very year it hapned 

* ^ooderfoll great plague ruivnlog m the aforesam Due for the 
three monethi, In which tbw lorocljmes dyed no leiso then 
• UKxtttM people a day All the rest of oar nation being gon 

I for my part aras content to Indvre the extremest brunt of the 

X 3 
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into an infeected Place from whence No Comodytye could 
bee suffered to Passe, and to engage the Companyes 
seruantes , whervpon I persuaded the factors to rcmooue 
the Cloth within the walls of the Towne, and that I would 
desire of the king some secure Place for their rest vntill his 
Maiestie were settled This Course will save much mony 
and more trouble The brokar offered vs a sufficient 
roome, without danger, The king leaning a good guard 
for defence of such as Could not remooue , soe I resolued 
vpon yt 


To THE Lord Bishop ot Canteruury ^ 

{Addl MS 6115, f 130) 

Adsmere, October 30, 1616 

May It please your Grace, 

The fraylty of Passadge betweene this Place and England, 
especially of my last Icttre,'-^ that wandered ouer land and rather 
went vpon discouery then busines, aduiseth mee to send your 
Grace transenpts of them Not that ther is conteyned any matter 
A\oorthy your honors leysure, but seeing you Commanded me to 
write, the relation of one to another will somwhat cleare the 
whole discourse For broken and vndependant Peices and 
fragments haue little light in them, lesse Pleasure, and no proftitt , 
So that hee that ivould doe any thing in this matter should wnte 
a histone, and take it som^\hat high, to show the begmninges and 
groweth of this Empire, \\hat fortunes and ^\hat impedimentes 
It hath overcame , what frendshipes it hath needed and affected , 
the ambitions and diuisions in the Present state, that like 
impostumes lye now hidd, but threaten to breake out into the 


\ 

sickncb by refemng inyscife to the mercy and providence of god, 
even almost to the tcmtation of his divine maicstie, as my Lord Am- 
bassador wrot aduiscing me to depart out of the towne with speed for 
the s.vfctie of my life, when people dyed on each [side of] mem howses 
loyning to oursy^.ind when I dayly heard most hideous and momcfuH 
\ ociferations of men, w omen [and children] deplonng their deceased 
fnnds ” 

As Mr A Rogers has pointed out, in the Indian Mai^asine, this epi- 
demic w as similar in qh imctcr to the one now (189S) desol.iling Bombay 
' Printed in Punhas^ \ol i, p 5S4, but with many inaccuracies, and 
without indication of the person to whom it was addressed 
" Written in February 1616, and sent home with the letters printed 
on pp 128-134, Abbot 'refers to it in his reply (^Doni S P , Jat /, 
\ol no 34), but no copy of it has been found 
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rcTwJmg and mine of the %holc by Idoody war the Practlics, 
tobullyt*, and carnages of factions and Court-»ccrc!ts Caldjr 
oRcd wiMlofnc, whemn 1 a ^utc wur Grace they arc nrcpiunt, 
end ctcctl in aH that art which Inc Ihucll can teach tneni, ami 
archchynd none In wkVed craft, *omc Paividpcj wherof were 
not Twroorthy nor mplcawnt to relate thdr rcltgion* luircred 
liy ihv Kine, and I rac^l^cd without enry or Contention on any 
tort how the 1 ortugalU Kauc Crept into ihn Ktngdome, and hr 
what Comm they pott in the cnicranoc of the Jesuit*, their 
tntcTtaynmcni, l^nuUedgrs I raettscs cndcs and the prowth of 
their Churdi, wherof they wng In Paimpc so loud Prayscs and 
Rkmoot lucccMcs UmIt the arnuall of our Sallcni on this 
Coast, thetr fortunai or nlciscd sktoryes oucr their cnemyes, 
that not only toupht to pos^sc (hesc quarters by Ibcmsclacs, 
and to fotbidd all other* that which Nature had left free fas if 
God had Created the srorM for them onlyX InJt al>oc to airasc 
this 1 coplc, as If they alone were the *onni of warr they only 
tnliomph, and that all other 1 uropcans itmockc tayle to their 
fortune and talor whkh now U broophl *0 low in raicw that it 
it prownc into a Prouerbe {«nf to tkne Moortt fine 

£0^titkman tj tkrrt t^t the licsl foondaUon 

of their preatnn is alisohitty mmol and blown vp. And our 
reception here jtandt on the tame proond from which wee haoc 
Ca>a them downc, which Is heare an Honorable Iwl roccTtajne 
Itt-sc of M) preal a Clurpe— for if eitha the Enemy once 
prcaaylc, or other mtsfortune Kapjien to our Wellcome will 
tume rourwl with yt the IWitl and fittnet of this trade for 
Ijipland (while it may laandX not only rctps<linp the Comituiy 
now imercssed, but the Mai»^ whither the Common wealth m 
f cnerall loose or wjnn lor often in Irafujua Ihiual men 
pro'^H.T l»y detriment of the Kc|mWlJ)Oc as in all tradirs ilial 
rruyntync vanclyc and mnne * 

rhh woorVe and Method were woorthy kome Payne*, and as 
[h?| srouW rwiuuc a pood judpmcnl and much tyme (Imth which 
arc wanting, to mceX »o it would not be vnprofiiable to readt, nor 
without komc jdcasurc to s-fcw and inedilaic the diuer* opcrathmi 
and woorkc* of <»od. the yarubtc ConsUtailon* and disposllloni 
of men and all things rnder thesr gouerment Hut, leanp 
rutan. and (jmucniency haue denyud mev aWlitye and Icyiurc to 
*•=11 rpon »oc peal a bliour I haue Chosen one liranch only to 
of to your ( race without other Meathode then by way of 
we ndaiion which U, the estate of the Church hecrc, 0* wdl 
Chratlans, as of all other diffused lecles of InftdelU. 

Itut to Conilncw (as In a l*arenthesia) the ndutse 1 ouc your 
Honor In my last, of our Constitution here, and the Kewes of 


’ Terry (p. 163) quote* ihU 0* a taymg of JahJniffr 
* Cp p. 167 « 
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Persia Breefly, I stand on very fickle termes, though m extra- 
ordinane Grace with the Kme, who is gentle, soft, and good of 
disposition , yet on Poyntes and disputes with an insolent and 
Proud sonne of his, into whose handes he hath remitted all 
Power, which hee is neyther woorthy nor able to manage Hee 
IS Lord of our Port, and by his folly giues mee much trauell , so 
sordidly ambitious, that he would not haue mee acknowledge his 
father King, nor make any addresses, nor deliuer any Presentes 
nor Complementes of honor, but to himselfe , which I will neuer 
yeild too, and so I maynteyne my Creditt by Confidence on the 
Pnuiledges of my qualetye and the Kinges goodnes Yet an 
Ambassadour in this Court that knowes himselfe, and will not 
wrong his Master, shall oftner ivynn enemyes then frendes Their 
Pnde endures no tearmes of equaletye, especially wher ther is no 
other honor nor title but what is measured by expence , so that 
to maynteyne one that shall in his Equipage and life hould pro- 
portion with his qualety, in this Court will cost much more then 
the Profitt of the trade can spare , and hee that hues vnder it, 
wronges his degree, and slides into Contempt I doe my vttraost 
to hould vp with little Poore meanes , but my opinion is, a 
meaner instrument would better effect busines of trafique, that 
might Creepe, and sue, and suffer some affronts, which my ranck 
may not endure.^ And I find the King of Spayne would neuer 
send any Ambassadour hither, out of greatnes, knoweing they are 
not receiued with proportionable honour, and with my small 
experience I could doe the Company better seruice by my 
returne, m aduise how to gouerne the whole 

Concerning Persia, the Turke hath only yet made a Brauado, 
and performed little, the Passages are stoppd, and the King, 
drawing his Armies into his borders to defende himselfe and find- 
ing no great woorke, tooke occasion to take in by force a reuolted 
Nation to the East of Babilon The People are Called Coords 
how by the Ancientes, or the true Geographicall situation of 
their Cuntry, I am yet ignorant in Sir Robert Shirly, by an ill 
Passadge to Gkia, lost the oportunitye of the fleete for Lisbon, 
and IS stayed there another yeare , so that negotiation will not so 
speedily be aduanced as I feared Wee shall haue breath and 
tyme to woork vpon yt, according as it shalbe requisite in the 
judgment of your Honors m England, or at least of the Mer- 
chantes, whom it first regardeth 

Her IS amued a Persian Embassador, with little Newes, it 
beemg nine mounths since his departure from Spahan He brought 
many nch Presentes, and did such obeysance. Prostrating him- 
selfe and knocking the ground with his head, that I beleeue his 
Master will not approue it, except (as is supposed) hee be Com- 
manded to vse all obsequiousnes and to flatter this monster of 


^ Cp p 1 19 


2 The Kurds of the present day 
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pTOtnca hl« arnnd ban;; (o procnrc mon)* for a)dipin^ the 
Torke, In whtch kind he findc* often hbcnll supjiljrcsand juccora, 
which it nert felt fmm thit aca of lira^orc , although to mediate a 
Pace for the Klngci of I>ccan be the Pretcfice, whewe jrrotcction 
the Penun talc* to hart« jalouvr of the encf«\c of thii emptre. 
^el I douU not hce «ilbc >Jlbricd with ftHuer and tuFTcr his 
AHje* to bee oucT runne He l< not allowed so good ranckc 
net Prc<eoee in Coutl a* 1 which I gott \iy depute and haae 
kept It bf Contention to the di<plca\ufe of some ncytherdid 
the king doc »oc much honour In rrcrplion of his Ma%ten Icttrc, 
not touAafing cnee to giue anjr title of Maiaiie to the Pcnlan 
as of mjf Soucrapgnc l-ords, whkh not a Irtllc Contented mee 
Other adtuniage* he hath of bngua^r neighborhood, and 
acquajnlanee, which are tlcfcetc* l»oi no faollc*, of mine. The 
King l» now rcadj to March toward Deean who« Artnlc is 
Commanded br hi* *onnc. And wee with much lorle shall hang 
(nthesekMs 

Our Hcet amumg thii yratc itiifi, in the wajr mett the 
Adrmran Camcke of UdKm, bound for Goa, aliout Molalia, an 
Island in iwcluc degree* North latitude and, haling her after the 
CurtesT of the vea, wai rerpntal with dugracfull language and fiue 
ptat >nott WTikh oeawon apprehended *het waa fought with 
djwdaya at last pul ashore and fired her selfc. Shee was 
irfbunhen fifieene handred tuns atKl by Ptegnant Oreumitance* 
the etpected N'kcroy tent for Goa I enshed In her not otk man 
^ pcfcciued to bee uoed of 600 which I* one of the peaicst 
^sgeace* and loisc* that cucr hapjKotd to the Porlopll in lhe*c 
I^^^^the reward of ihdr owoc Imolencr In this fight the 
Cherie Commander of the English was ilajmc, and the New 
declared maymed t little other lossc. Thu* your Craec hath 
touch of OUT oflaircs and I will Call vpon my purpose of the 
Church, with your fauour and I aticnee 

IWwe the Inmdatlon of Temar the peal the ninth Anceitor 
” tms king, thoc Canines were gouemed by diuen I etty 
Centilc* 1 nnccs, not knoweing any religion, but woorshipped after 


B u Coryat {/ jrnvtd/ vol I, p- to?) relate* a story of ‘•a great 
CffliHe and a notorious Athdsi " who died from a gangrene 
cained origmallybyooe of hh women ploclmg a hair from hi* breast, 
he wa* Infofced to confesic the po« er of that great God 
had *0 long despHed that hec need* no other Lance then a 
unw lo kill to blasphemous a » reteh. This tale was repeated 
to^r Thi^s Smythc by the Rev l*atnek Copland {0 C Sex. 625I 
hecn reined by Koe lo one of hli letter* j and Roe hlm*elf 
Crated It (in n later letter) to theArchbhhop, who wa* much edified 
t^rveUou* eaamitle of the power of Cod upon rebellfoo* 
(Z**. i / cv iiy). The ftory may abo be found 

UrnUu*? oarrative (p. 414^ and In a icarce pSunphlet now h the 
^Tttth Museum, cmhled A Trut Retmtian witkeut «// trafb^ cf 
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their seuerall Idolatryes all sortes of Creators The descendants 
of him brought in the knowledge of Mahomett, but imposed it 
vpon none by the law of Conquest, leauing consaences at liberty. 
So that these Naturalls, from the Circumcision (which came in 
w ith the Moores), called them Mogolls or cheefe of the Circum- 
cised ^ Among the Mogolls there are many strict Mahometans, 
many that follow Alv, his sonne-in-law, and other new risen 
Prophetts, which haue their Xenffs^ Mulas^ and Preistes, their 
Mosquies, religious votanes, washings, Prayings, and Ceremonyes 
infinite , and for Penetenciaryes, no herecye in the world can 
show so strange examples, nor bragg of such voluntane Pouertyes, 
Punishmentes, suffennges and Chastismentes as these , all which 
arc esteemed holy men, but of a mingled religion, not vpnght 
with their great Prophett The Gentilles are of more sortes, some 
valiant, good souldiers, dnnking wine, eating hogges-flesh, but 
woorshiping the figure of a beast , some that w’lll not touch that 
flesh which is not holy by imputation, others that will not cate 
any thing whenn euer there was any blood, nor kill the vermin 
that assaulteth them, nor dnneke in the Cup with those that doe , 
superstitious in washing, and most earnest in their profession , but 
all of them ascribe a kind of Diuinitie to the Riuer Ganges, at 
which at one season of the yeare 4 or 500,000 meete, and Cast in 
gould and siluer for oblation In like manner to a Piggs head* 
in a Church near this Cilty, and to all lining Cowes, and to some 
other beastes and kindes These haue their synogoages and 
holy Men, Prophetts, Witches, sooth-sayers, and all others the 
Diucllcs impostures The Molaes of Mahomett know somwhat in 
Philosophy and Mathematiques, are great Astrologers, and can 
talke of Areistotle, Euclyde, Auerroes'* and other authors The 
learned toong is Arab 

In this Confusion they Continued vntil the tynie of Eebarsha, 
father of this king, without any Noice of Christian profession; 
who, bccing a Prince by Nature just and good, inquisitiuc after 


slrnn^e and Admirable Acadents which lately happened in the Kinp- 
dome oj the preat Mayor or Mapull (London, 1622^ 13 pp) This 
was evidently written by some person w-ho went out in Bonner’s fleet 
of 1618, and subsequent!) proceeded to Japan There arc a few 
references to Roe and his embassy, but none of importance The 
writer merely repeats the gossip of Surat about India and its inhabi 
tints. He spccnlly commiserates the latter for their uxoriousncss 
“What miser) doc these Indians endure,” is his sly cornment, “to 
haue so mm) women about them, whenas there be many Englishmen 
arc gncuousl) vexed to h.me the company but of one , bm perhaps 
the Indian women arc of a farre milder temper then the English ” 

' There is, of course, no truth in this fanciful piece of ct)moIog) 

* Sec p 20 ’ MullA, a teacher, a doctor in the law 

* An image of Hanuman, the monkey-god 

^ Avcrrhocs, the twelfth century Cordovan scholar. 
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Noodtycs Curioui of New opinions, and that crcened in many 
Tirtoes opcnallr In Ptelre and reoerencc toward his Parcntei, 
called In three Itsimca irotn Goa whose cheefe was leronimo 
\ameT a Nauarrotes.* Afief their arriuall hee heard them reason 
and dispute with much Content on hK and hope on thdr partes, 
arvd caused \autef to wntca bookc In defence of his owne profes- 
sion apm« both mooret and Genillles which finished hee read 
ouerN^hlly caoung some pan to be discussed, and finally granted 
them his Ictlre I aitentes to build, to jircach, teach, conuert, and 
to Tse all thdf ntes and Ceremonytt, as fredr and amply as in 
Roome, bestowdng on them meancs to erect their Churches aj>d 
places of dcuotiort So that m some fewe oilyes they haue gotten 
rather Tcm/hm then Efrteuan In this Grant he gaae grant to 
all sorics of men to bec o me Chnslbns that would, cauen to his 
Coon or owne hlood, profesdng it should bee noe cause of dls- 
fauaouT from him. Here was a falre beginninge, a forward spring 
of a leane and barren haruesL* 

Kebar-shae hlmselfc continued a Mahometan, yet hee began to 
make a breach Into the law Considering that Mahometl was but 
a man, a King as he was, ar>d thetfore re u eren c ed, he thought hee 
might pfoue as gnod a 1 ro{ihclt himsdfe- This defection of th« 
King spread not firrc a Certayn outward reucrence deteyned 
hhn, and so hee dyed In the formall profession of his Sect. 

Ghehangler'Sha, hit sonne, the present King, beeing the issue 
of thU New fancy and neuer arcumcljed,* bread rp without any 


* Jerom e Xarier grandson of a sHter of Sl Francs Xarier went 

not to India In t$Si aod at the end of 1594 was despatched from Cra 
to the Mogul Cwrt. He was the founder of the Ronun Catholic 
tnlutcn at Agra, and author of the A/fr'dV/ hmAts. or “Holy 
Mirror an account io Persian of the leading lacts of ChinUan teach 
big Hu Infloenee with lahiojrir, which was comiderabk was of 
course eaerted agatosi the English i and Nkholas WHhington, writing 
to Sir Thonus Smythe on Ho wra b e r 9(h, 1613, said bitterly that the 
Mogul would do nothing ag^nst the Portoguese “so long as that 
witch SaricT Greth (for so lb* Moors ihcmselres term hlmX which is 
an old lesuit residing with the king whom he much afTects* MlriL 
Mos, A/iT/ii* A/6 ao86). At a bier date he wtu named Archutbop 
of Angainale Cnogaoo^ but he died at Goa, January 17th 1617 be- 
fore bring consecrated (Father CoJdirt First t^ristitnMUtimie tks 
Grtai p. 1 17). 

Roe’s account of the eariy Catholic missions U a rery confused one, 
and enilrriy ignores the work of Aquarira and hu Immediate succes- 
sors. A good summary of the facts will be found In Von Noer^ Aaitfr 
Akiar and in the eictnent work by Father GoWie already mentioned. 

* Compare Terry’s account (pp. 440 r/ ary ) of the religions of India, 
aod of the Jesuit^ progress io “that most acceptaUe, but hard, 
labour of washing Moors.' 

* Ccryat, who makes the tame statement was probably Roe’s 
authoritr for thU. Salbank repeats h to a letter to the Company 
\0 C Na 368), but he, no doou had h from the same so u r ce . 
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religion at all, continewes so to this hower, and is an Athiest ^ 
Sometyme he will make profession of a Moore but alway 
obserue the holhdayes,^ and doe all Ceremonyes with the 
Gentilles too Hee is Content with all religions, only hee 
loues none that Changeth But, falling vpon his father’s con- 
ceipt, hath dared to enter farther in, and to professe himselfe 
for the Mayne of his religion to be a greater Prophett then 
Mahomett, and hath formed to himselfe a New law, mingled 
of all,“ which many haue accepted with such superstition that 
they will not eate till they haue saluted him in the morning, for 
which Purpose hee Comes at the Sunnes rising to a wyndow open 
to a great Playne before his house, where Multitudes attend him , 
and when the Moores about him speak of Mahomett, hee will 
sooth them, but is glad when anyone will breake out against him 
Of Christ he neuer vtters any woord vnreuerently, nor any of all 
these sectes, which is a woonderfull secrett woorking of Codes 
truth, and woorthy obseruation Concerning the New Planted 
Chnstian Church he Confirmed and enlardged all their Pnui- 
ledges, euery night for one yeare spending two bowers in hearing 
disputation, often Casting out doubtfull woordes of his conver- 
sion, but to wicked Purpose. And, the rather to giue some 
hope, he deliuered many Youthes into the hands of Francisco 
Corsy,^ Now resident heere, to teach them to reade and write 


^ “Vnderstand it m generall sense, for one not setled in any 
Religion , of all, and therefore of none” {Note by Pti^chas) 

2 Coryat notices the “memorable Pietie” of Jahdngir, when “at 
Asmere hee went afoot to the Tombe of the Prophet Hod Mundin 
there buried, and kindling a fire with his owne hands and his Normahal 
vnder that immense and Heidelbcrgian-ccquipollent Brasse-pot, and 
made Kiichtrte for fiue thousand poore, taking out the first Platter 
with his owne hands and seruing one , Normahal the second and so 
his Ladies all the rest” {Purchas, vol i, p 6oi) The reference is to 
the ceremony still observed dunng the Urs Mdla festival, at the shnnc 
of the celebnatcd prophet Mueiyyin-ud-dfn Chisti, when, at the expense 
of some nch devotee, a gigantic mixture of nee, spices, etc , is cooked 
in a large chaldron, and distnbuted to the pilgnms (Rdjputdna 
Gazetteer, vol ii, p 6i) 

® This IS quite incorrect It was Akbar who had founded the new 
“ Divine Faith,” 

Gathering here and there 
From each fair plant the blossom choicest-grown 
To wreathe a crown not only for the king 
But in due time for every Mussulman, 

Brahmin, and Buddhist, Christian, and Parsce, 

Thro’ all the warring world of Hindustan 
Jahdngfr, though he continued his father’s policy of toleration towards 
all creeds, appears to have done so more from indifiTcrcnce than from 
pnnciple 

The “Jesuit” of se\cral preceding entnes The Retcrend Father 
Goldie, S J , has most kindly procured for me an extract from the 
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PoTtopjw:, and lo inilnicl them (n humane learning and 
In the Uw of CImiL And to that end he kept a Schoolc 
wme ycarci, to whkh the King icnl two Pnncct, hts hrolhcn 
•onnea who, becing brought \ir m the knowlctlg of Cod and hli 
jonne our Blci'cd Sauiour, wore tolcml)* Ilabtised in the Church 
of Agra with great I’omp, Wng Caiilcd fmt \-p and downc all the 
Cuy on Eliphantt in triumph and ihii tiy the Kings express 
order who often would examen them m thdr progression, nnd 
seemed much contented in them This made man) bend 
toward the same way, doulrtmg his Maicstlci cmtfnlwn others, 
that knew him better suppovrti be sufTctcd this in pollicye* to 
reduce tlicsc Clnldrcn Into hate among the Moores for thetr 


arehiTti of the Society in whKh It is suteil that Coni was n 
KJofcminf bom In 1575 j that he micted ihc Onler m the )-car 
•59J.*r>d SIX years Uicr was sent from I ortugal to Inilci, where he 
Itrdl onUtianly hr the houiehotd of the C rrsl Mogul ihal I c bore 
a hl^h character aod had a latent for tni\Mon woik ami that he dictt 
at hit p«t on Augon ist 1635 Kefcrences lo him oemr also in 
Father (.onbra s historyofilHr Order (l*t. ti torn, t, p. J9) and in the 
smilUrwork hy kaiher jouianeyfll. s imn. iL, liU. snii, ft llis 
lomh h stin to be seen in the chapel of the Koman Cathmic cemetery 
at AenL. 

The rebtirmi beisccn Koc and Coni were rery nmicahlc and 
Terry's accomt of h m, ihoogh tingetl with prefcssmml )enl(Hi5y is 
bnamlite on the whole It tuns as follows (jx 444) — 

“kranosco Coni a Horcntme by birth aged nboot fifty 
yean, who (d he mete indeed what he sctiiied m I*) was a man of a 
sercrc life, of a fair and an afbhlc ilisposnwo he hveil at that 
CboTt as an Agent for the I oiiogocse and bad not only free access 
oain ihai Mng but also enewiragement and help, by guts, which he 
•omethnes bestowed on him 

“M'hcn this Jesuit came fint to l»c acquainted with my Lonl 
^hnssadoor he told him that they wrere both by profession 
Chrmlaas, though there wris a vast dilfcrence betwixt them in their 
pTofcsiiDg It and ns be should mK go about to reeooolc live 
jynhnssadour to ihem. So be told him it would be labour in vain 
if be thoold attempt to reconcile him to us. Oncly he dcsirctl that 
dwrc might be a bur coTresprmrlcncy betwixt them but no disputes. 
And f onher his desire wns, that those wide differences *iwi\t Ibo 
^prreh of Home and us might not be made there to appear that 
Chmi might not seem liy those diJffercnces to be dividetl amnogst 
men prof^inK Chnitianity which might be n \cry main olrstndc 
aod bmderance unto his great dcsKn nnd cndcav our for which be was 
IhUhcr to comen pcojdc to Cnnstwnil) Ibcre Telling my Ixnl 
^^baitadour further that he should be rrndy to do him all good 
°mecs of love and terrlcc there nnd su he was. 

After his fint acquaintance be visltcil os often nsoally once n 
And ns those of that societ) In other parts of the workl, arc 
inteUigrencers, so was be there knowing all news which was 
tUrring and might be bad, which ho crMomoukated unto us. 

* Sec p 19S. 

2 6 * 
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Conversion, of whom Consisted the strength of his estate , but 
all men fayling of his Purpose, which was thus discouered When 
these and some other Children were settled, as was thought, m 
Chnstian religion, and had learnd some Pnnciples therof, as, to 
marr>' but one wife, not to be coupled with infidles, the King 
settes the boyes to demand some Portugalles wifes of the 
Jesuittes, who, thincking it only an idle motion of their o^\ne 
braynes, Chyd them, and suspected no more But that being 
the end of their Conuersion, to gett a woeman for the King, and 
no care taken, the two Princes came to the Jesuites, and sur- 
rendred vp their Crosses and all other rites, professing they would 
be noe longer Christians, because the King of Portugall sent 
them no Presentes nor wiues, according as they expected 'ITie 
Padre, seeing this, began to doubt ther was more in that then 
the boyes reuealed, especially seeing their Confidence, that had 
cast off the awe of Pupilles , and, examining the matter, had it 
confessed the King commanded them They refused to accept 
the Crosses, answenng they had been giuen by his Maiesties 
order, and they would not take Notice from boyes of any such 
surrender , but bad them desier the King to send some of those 
who by a kynd of order are to dehuer all his Maiesties Com- 
mands, whose mouthes are by Pnuiledges sufficient authontyc, 
and then they would accept them , hoping, and knoweing the 
King’s Nature, that hee would not discouer himselfe to any of his 
officers in this poore Plott The boyes returned with this 
Message, which enraged the King But, being desierous to 
disolue theSchoole, and to withdraw e the youthes without Noyse, 
hee bad them call the Jesuittes to the woemens doore, wher by a 
lady he receiued the order , and without euer taking any notice 
since of any thing, his kinsmen recalld, who are now absolute 
Moores, without any tast of tneir first fayth , and so the fruict of 
all these hopes are vanished^ And I cannot fynd by good search 
that ther is one Chnstian really and orderly conuerted. Nor 
makes the profession, except some few that haue been Babtised 
for mony, and are niaynteyned by the Jesuittes , of which sort 
ther would bee more, but that they find the deceipt, and cannot 
endure the burthen ’’I his is the truth of all their bragg and 
labor, and the full groweth of their Church here 

But, that your Grace may a little more vnderstand the 
fashion of this King and the Jtsuites proceedinges, I will make 
you one or two merry and late relations , and either say hee 
IS the most impossible man in the world to be conuerted, or 
the most easy , for he loues to heare, and hath so little religion 
yet, that he can well abyde to haue any decided Not many 


* Cp the .accounts given by Terry (p 447) and Hawkins 
(P 438) 
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daycs imc«, the Jaultea hoa^ and Church bcdng burned, the 
CnKaTcx remajairf Eafe, which rnderhand wai giuen out for a 
mtradr and much talked off I that could be content any nc 
might be nude of an acodent to cnbrdg the name of Cbmt, 
held my Peace. Uut the Jciulte, lukpccling I would not agree 
to the Mtncle, dika>‘Owcd n to mcc, and made it a matter ol 
reaion, why it was not burned Insinnualmg that the Moore* 
bad C^u^hl vp this oirinfon of Miracle withmt hb Consent or 
lupgcition, though he confessed hec wa* glad of the occanon. 
Hat the king, who rveuer lett ilip any oportunity of Newe talke 
or Nooelly Cull* the jeauite. and qucstioneth hhn of it He 
answer* amUgoously whcrvpon hli Maleslic demanded If he did 
not desire to convert him, and, rccduing full amwerc, reptyed 
Vou tpeakc of your great Miracles, and of many done bjr >*00 In 
the Name of year 1 rophett if you will cast the Crunfix and 
1 icturc of Chnst Into a fyre before mee, If it bume not, I wjl 
become a Chnttlan. The Jcsultc refuiirf the iryall as vnlust, 
answering that Ood was not ived to the Call of men that it was 
a smne to tempt him that hec wrought Miracles according to 
hu owne Councdl , but offered to enter the fief himwJfe for 
proofc of hli faith, which the King refused Hecre arose a great 
dKpate, b^nne by the Ihlncc, a most stiff Mahometan and 
hater of all Chrtstunt, that it was reasonable to try our religion 
by thb offer but wiihall, If the Cniafia did burnc, then that the 
Jesuit should be obliged to render Moore.* Hee vrged (oaniplus 
of Miracles professed to bee done for Icssc Ihirposes then the 
Conuerrion of soe mlohtic a King and In case of refusall of tliat 
tdall, spake scomefaUy of Chnst Jesus. The King mdertooke 
Ihc Aigument, and defended our Sauiour to be a Prophetl, by 
compamson of his woorkes with those of thar absurd Samtes, 
fjjrtandt^ the rayrng of the dead, which neuer any of ihor* did. 
The Prince rcplyed to giuc sight to one Naturally borne blind 
was as great a Aflracle. This auestion bceing pressed hotly on 
b^ sides, a Ihdrd man, to end trie Conlrauenic, enterposed that 
wh the litber and the sonno had reason for their opinions for 
*hat to raysc a dead body to life must necdci bee confessd to be 
die greatest miracle euer done, but that to giue sight to an eye 


in icHlog ihli story (p. 448), says that the cmafijc was on a 
oear the Jewlrs bouse j arid Ibai the 1 r}nce*i proposal wa* that, 
u it did not narist combustion, the Jesuit should be btimt with It Ho 
also uys that ho bloisdf w** ol court when the inadeat happened — 
another proof that the rever en d ueollcman*! memory Is r>ot to be 
bwed impluatljr 

CoriPi offer to undergo the ordeal of fire recalls the challenge of 
"ffoavlTa to the Mah^madaa doctors at the court of ALbar and 
^ Somewhat similar story related of Father D Acosta by Hornier and 
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Naturally blynd was the same woorke , for that a blind eye was 
dead, sight beeing the life therof , therfore he that gaue sight to / 
a blind eye did as it were rayse it vp from death Thus this dis- 
course ended, and soe in wisdome should I , but that I cannot 
leaue out an apish miracle which was acted before this King 
which the Jesuites will not acknowledg nor owne as their 
Practise , onely of the truth de facto ther is no doubt A Juggler 
of Bengala (of which Craft there are many r^nd rare) brought to 
the King a great Ape, that could, as hee professd, diuine and 
prophesy (and to this beast by some sectes is much diuinitie 
ascribed) The King tooke from his finger a ring, and caused it 
to bee hid vnder the Girdle of one among a dozen other boyes, 
and bad the Ape diuine , who went to the right Child, and tooke 
It out But his Maiestie (somewhat more Cunous) caused in 
twelue seueral pajiers in Persian lettres to bee written the Names 
of twelue I^awgiuers, as Moses, Chnst, Mahomett, Aly, and 
others, and, shuffling them in a bagg, bad the beast diuine which 
was the true law , who, putting in his foote, tooke out that 
inscribed of Chnst This amazed the King, who, suspecting that 
the Apes master could reade Persian, and might assist him, wrote 
them anew in court Characters,^ and presented them the second 
time Ihe Ape was Constant, found the right, and kissed it 
Whereat a principal officer^ grew angry, telling the King it wms 
some imposture, desiering hee might haue leaue to make the 
lottes anew, and offered himselfe to Punnishment if the Ape 
could beguile him Hee wrote the names, putting only aleuen 
into the bagg, and kept the other in his hand The beast searchd, 
but refusd all The King commanded to bring one , the beast 
tore them in fury, and made signes the true law-giuers name 
was not among them The King demanded wher it was , and 
hee rann to the Noble-man and caught him by the hand in which 
was the Paper inscnbed with the Name of Chnst Jesus The 
King was troubled, and keepes the Ape Yet this was acted in 
Publique before thousandes , but wher the abuse was, or whether 
ther were any, I ludge not Only one of the Jesuites scollers ran 
to him with open Mouth, professing the King had an ape a good 
Christian Of this accident the Jesuittes make great account, to 
me they slight it, except the truth of the fact, which is not vnlike 
one of their owne games ^ 


^ I e , an official cypher “ Court characters are such as he only 
and his nearer Ministers vscd in Mystenes of State, vnknowne to all 
others” {Note by Purchtis) 

^ Mahdbat I^dn, according to Terry , but it is scarcely likely that 
he was at court, or Roe would ha\ e mentioned him 
^ Terry (p 403) relates this incident at length, and says that 
although he ivas not piesent “ it hath been often confinned there m 
Its report unto me bv nivers persons, who knew not one another, and 
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^ otjr Grace will Pardon inec all thJ^ folljr to mlcrrypt you with 
so much and soc tsclmo tattle. I should be glad to remoouc 
wher I might Icamc and I*ractisc better mailer Hut 1 cannot 
repent my Joumy It hath made me know my God and my selfo 
brttcf than cucr 1 should hauc learned cylhcr among the 
ITcasurc of 1 ngland. He hath woonderfuUy showed mee his 
mere) and taught mee hit Judgmentes hts gt^ncs be gtonfyed 
and magnified for eucr • I humbly desire your Grace to present 
my Name (I dare not say myscnilct) before hU Maicstic my lord 
and Master It is enough for mee if 1 bee not forgotten, I shall 
ncucT mcnit nor aspire the employmentes of his lauour , but I 
will pay mr towes, and pray* for his Maiesile that hec may hue a 
happy and glorKws long life to the Comfort of his Church, and 
enioy the Crownc of Cfowncs, Prciarcd by the King of Kmges 
for those that louc him. Wlrenn I haue faylcd toward your 
Honor or by mync owne wcakcncs, your Grace will measure by 
this ruK ti /vitulat ammtia iu*h fwxtJ evtifue dcb<ttir ttd 

•inod qmiupit tjjittrt * and you will pardon the assuming so 
nigh a woofd as frendthi]*, with this cntcrpretatloo Stntvt tst 
hamiht amtnt * which os I am bould to professe, 1 will be ready 
to demonstrate by Obedience to your Commandcs. 

TitoMAA Roe. 

Novtmher i —Sultan Coronne tooVc his Icaue and wxnt 
to hla tcnles. The king at Noone sate out at the Duriar 
where the Prince brought his KKphantes about Coo richly 
trapped and furnished and his followers by estimation 


were diCTering In Kelreioo t yet all agreed in the story and in all the 
orcumsUnces ihercoL Tht author of A Tnu htiaJicM (set p, 

J Mff.) also tells the tale, and says that it was ai xi red to be true by 
taster Edward Terry who hea^ U credibly reported, and had oJUh 
tttn the wdtf This litter suietncnt Terry takes occasHm to correct 
(P-405)- 

* The cJrtent to which Hoe's frequent illnesses had deepened hrs 
religious conviclioni fs shown In ihe undated private letter (Unt- Mus. 
HarL MS 1576, t CU), to which reference has already b^ made. 
“ O my dearo Cremd, he writes, ** that gtW which some thlnke is con 
find to Europe and ondy In the Temples mode with handes bath mett 
with mee in the witdemcs. 1 haoe tasted bis dispfcasure Hee 

began with roee In Eogiand, but he knew it was not a place where I 
could bee deansed. I must goc wash in Jordan." 

• This quotation (from on unknown soorco) maybe freely rendered 
"Friendship demands not witat is actaally doe, Mt what one b able 
to effect. 

* “A slave b a humble fnend. The sentiment b Seneca's “Servi 

sunt bumllcs amid {fipitL 47 a t) 
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10,000 horse, many in Cloth of Gould with hearne top 
feathers^ in their Turbantes, all m Galanterie , Himselfe 
in a Coate of Cloth of siluer, embrodered with great Pearle 
and shining in Diamondes like a firmament The king 
embraced him, kissd him, and showed much affection At 
his departure hee gaue him a swoord, the scaberd all of 
gould sett with stones, valewed at 100,000 rupees, a dagger 
at 40,000, an Eliphant, and two horses, all the furniture of 
gould sett with stones, and for a Close one of the New 
Caroches made in Imitation of that sent by his Maiestie 
my Master,® and Commanded the English Coachman to 
driue him to his tentes , into which hee ascended, and sate 
in the middle, the sides open, his Cheefest Nobles afootc 
walking by him to his Tentes about 4 Mile All the way 
hee threw quarters of Ruptas,hte\ng followed with a Multi- 
tude of People Hee reached his hand to the Coachman 
and Putt into his hatt about icx) rupias 

I could not get any despatch, ncyther heard any Newes 
from Suratt , so that Zulphecarcon is departed in our debt 
for want of an account, which I had often written for I 
doubted our Pataviars miscarriage, for it is now 36 dayes 
since I heard a woord 

November 2 — The king remooued to his tents with his 
weomen and all the Court about 3 mile I went to attend 
him Comming to the Pallace, I found him at the Jarruco 
wyndow® and went vp on the scaffbld vnder him, which 
Place, not hauing scene before, I wais glad of the occasion. 
On two trcsselles stood two Eunuches with long Poles 
headed with feathers fanning him He gaue many fauours 
and receiued many Presentes What hee bestowed hee 


^ Aijjrettes 

* In Jah.'tngir’s Memoirs he mentions his gift to the I’nncc of “a 
carriage of the Fenngl English fashion that he might sit and ride in 
It” (Elliot and Dowson’s History, vol \i, p 347) 

’ bee p 106 
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Ictt downc by a sHkc stringc roulcd on a taming instni 
mcnt, what was glucn him a venerable fatt deformed 
cold Matron wrlncklcd and hung with gimbcllcs* like an 
Image, Pulld vp at a hole with such a Nothcr Clue. At 
one syde In a wyndow vrcrc his two Prinopall wifcs, whose 
Curiosit)^ made them breake Htlc holes in a grate of reede 
that hung before yt to gaze on mee. I saw first their 
fingers, and after laying their faces close nowe one eye, 
Now another , sometyme 1 could dlsccmc the full pro- 
portion. They were Indincrcntly white, black hayre 
smoothed vp but If I had had no other light, ther 
diamondes and Pcarlcs had sufficed to show them. When 
I lookd VP they retyred, and were so merry that I sup- 
posed th^y laughd at race. Suddenly the king rose, and 
w*ee retyred to the Durhar and salt on the Carpettes 
attending his Comming out Not long after hcc Came 
and sate about balfe an bower vntill his ladyts at their 
dooft were ascended tbdr elephantes, which w’cre about 
50, all most richly furnished Principally 3 with Turretts* 
of gould, grates of gould wire cuery way to looke out, and 
Canopyes oucr of Cloth of slluer Then the long de- 
scended the stayres with such an acclamation of health to 
the king* as [w}ouId haue out-cryed Cannons. At the 
stayres footc, wber I melt him and sbufilcd to be Next 
one brought a mighty carp , another a dish of white stuff 
like starch Into which hee putt his finger, and touched the 
fish and so rubd it on hb forhead, a Ceremony vsed presag 
ing good fortune. Then another came and buckled on hb 
swoord and buckler sett all oucr with great Diamondes 
and rubyes, the belts of gould sutcablc. Another hung on 
hb quluer with 30 arrowes and his bow In a Case, the same 


1 Gtrabah, or gimmils, wert rings intcrtwioed or Unked together 
Cp. HoCnsbed m DtttripHom 0 / JrtUmd, ri, c 1 *tTnly this arfo- 
ncst haogeth tofither by Tcrie ttrmnge 
* Hoirdahs. * PodsidA 

Y 
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that was picsented by the Persian Ambassador On his 
head he wore a rich Turbant with a Plume of herne tops, 
not many but long , on one syde hung a ruby vnsett, as 
bigg as a Walnutt , on the other syde a diamond as great , 
in the middle an emralld like a hart, much bigger His 
shash^ was wreathed about with a Chayne of great Pcarle, 
rubyes, and diamondcs drild About his Neck hcc car- 
ried a Chainc of most excellent Pearle, three double , so 
great I ncucr saw , at his Elbowcs, Armlctts sett with 
diamondcs , and on his wristcs three rowes of seucrall 
boits His handcs bare, but almost on cuery finger a ring , 
his gloucs, which were cnglish, stuck vndcr his Girdle , his 
Coate of Cloth of gould without slccues vpon a fine 
Semian“ as thin as Lawne , on his feete a payre of cm- 
brodered buskinges with Pearle, the toes sharp and turn- 
ing vp Thus aimd and accomodated, hee went to the 
Coach, which attended him with his New English seruant, 
who was Clothd as rich as any Player and more gaudy, 
and had trayned four horses, which were trapped and har- 
nassed in gould veluetts This was the first hee euer sate 
in, and was made by that sent from England,^ so like that 


1 Sec p 257 

2 There appears to be some mistake here, as “semians” (seepp 143, 
265) were coarse ailicoes, used chiefly for awnings (hence, probably, 
the name, from Pers shamydmi, a canopy) Perhaps Roe meant the 
stuff c.illcd sinabaffy “a fine slight stuff or cloth wherof the Moors 
make their Calniyes, or clothing” \Littcrs Rtccivui, vol 1, p 29) 

■* “On the 21st Ab.tn 1 mounted the Frank carnage, which had 
four horses attached to it, and left the city of Ajmlr” {TuzaL, 
Mr Rogers’ translation) 

Of the coach presented by Roe, see p 118 Terry (p 385) gucs 
the following particulars of us transfonnation “Amongst many 
other things, when my Lord Ambassadour first went thither, the 
Company sent the Mogol an English Coach, and Harnesse for 
four Horses, and an .ible Coachman to sute and mannage some of 
his excellent Horses, that they might be made fit for that service. 
1 he Coach they sent w'as lined within with Crimson China velvet , 
which when the Mogol took notice of, he told the Ambassadour that 
he wondred that the King of England w-ould trouble himself so 
much, as to send unto China for Velvet to Line a Coach for him, in 
regal d that he had been uiformod that the Engh'^h King had much 
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I knew It not but by the Coucr, which was a gould Persian 
vcluclt Hec golt into the end on each fllde went two 
Eunuches that carried small maces of gould sett all oucr 
with rubies with a long bunch of while horse taylc to 
dnuear.’ay fljes before him went dnimcs, ill tnimpctlcs 
and loud musique, and many Canopyes quittasolU* and 
other strange ensignes of Malestic of Cloth of gould sett in 
many Places with great rubyes. Nine spare horses, the 
furniture some garnished with rubyes some with Pcarlc 
and cmraldcs some only with sluddes cnamdd The 
Persian Ambassador presented him a horse. Next be 
h>nd came three PaUnktts ^ the Carriages and fectc of on 
Plated with gould sett at the endes with stones and 
Coucred with Crimson vcluctt cmbrodcrcd with Pcarlc, 
and a frengg of great Pcarlc hanging In ropes a footc 


brtltr Velrtt oear home, for tueh or aay o<htT uses. And hn 
meduielf aAer the &lo^l caused that Coach to be taken all to decea, 
axKl to nave utother made by h, for they are a people that 
viU nuke any r»ew thine by a putem : at>d when bh new ccocfa was 
made accnrdioe to the pattern. hU wonunen 6nt pottinf the English 
Coach tomnher dn! so wHh that they had new made then pollbig 
oot all the China Velvet which was Lb the English Coach, there 
was In the room thereof pot a very nch Stoffc, the ground 
silver wrought all over In spaces wHh variety of flowm of 
silk, cacell^y well suited lor their colom, and art short 
tike a riosh ; and htrtead of the brasse Vails that were first in It, 
there were Nalls of silver put h* their places. And the Coach which 
his own workmen made was lined and seated likewise with a neher 
stuff than the former the ground of h Cold, miDgied Hke the other 
srith silk flowers, and the Nalls sIIvct and double gutttt and after 
harms Horses and Hamesse flitcd for both his Coaches, He rode 
sometimes In them, and contraacd with the EncUsh Coachman to 
serve him, whom be made very fin^ by rich vests ne gave him, allow 
big him a very great Pension t besides, he never carriM hhn in any of 
those Coaches, but he nve him the reward of tea pounds at the least, 
which had ral^ the Coachman unto a very great Estate, had not 
death pr e vented It, and that homcdlately after ne was setM In that 
great serrke.* 

Prom a teuer of Kerridge a, ht the British Museum, It appears that 
thecDSt of the coach InEnglandwas iStf The coachman a name 
was William Hemsdl, and he bad been previously in the a er vic e of 
“Dr Forran and roy Lord Bbbopp of Couentryo and Lychfdld 
{Cmrt Mtmda January 3rd, 1615^ The ** very great pension 
allowed by tbe Mogul was a rupee and a half per dim Tl O Records 
0 C, No. 433) 1 * Lmbrdlas ortuQihades (Port.f«/J^mO> 
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clccpc, a border about sett with rubyes and emeralldes 
A footman carried a foote stoole of gould sett with 
stones The other two were couered and lyned only with 
Cloth of gould Next followed the English Coach 
newly couered and trimed rich, which hee had giuen the 
queene Normahall, who rode in yt After them a third 
of this Cuntry fashion, which me thought was out of 
Countenance , in that sate his younger sonns After 
followed about 20 Eliphantes royal! spare for his owne 
ascending, so rich that in stones and furniture that they 
braued the sunne Euery Eliphant had diuers flages of 
Cloth of siluer, guilt satten, and taffata His Noblemen 
hee suffered to w'alke a foote, which I did to the gate and 
left him His wiues on their Eliphantes were earned like 
Parrakitoes halfe a Mile behynd him When hee came be- 
fore the doore wher [h]is eldest sonne^ is prisoner, he stayed 
the Coach and called for him He came and made 
reuercnce, with a swoord and buckler in his hand , his 
beard grown to his middle, a signe of disfauour The king 
Commanded him to ascend one of the spare Eliphantes 
and so rode next to him, to the extream applause and loy 
of all men, who now arc filld with new hopes Ihc king 
gauc him a thousand rupias to Cast to the People His 
laylor, Asaph Chan, and all the Monsters yet a foote I 
tookc horse to avoyd Presse and other inconueniencc, and 
crossed out of the leskar^ before him, and attended vntill 
hcc came near his Tentes Hee passed all the way betvvccnc 
a guard of Eliphantes, hauing euery one a turred on his 
back , on the fow'cr corners fower banners of yellow taffoty , 
right before, a sling mounted that carried a bullett as bigg 
as a great 1 cnnis ball , the gunner behind yt , in Number 
about 300 Other Eliphantes of honor that went before 
and after, about 600 , all which were couered with vcluctt 


^ Kliuiru 


- Camp (Fers lashkar) 
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or doth of Rould and had 2 or 3 (^uildcd banners carried 
In the wa> rann diuers footemen iMth sekinnes of water 
that made i conlmuall shower before him , no horse nor 
man suffered to approach the Coach by two furlongcs, 
except those that walked a foote , soc that I hasted to 
his tenlcs to attend hla alightlnj^ They were walled In about 
halfc an cnRllsh mile In Compassc, in forme of a fort 
with dlucrs Cojmes and bulwarckcs» with high CannatUi of 
a Course stuff made like arras red on the outs)'de, within 
which figures In Panes with a handsome gate house 
cucT) Post that bcarc \* ** p these was hedded with a topp of 
brassc,* The throng wits great I desired to goc In but 
no man was sulTcred , the greatest in the land salt at the 
doorc but 1 made an offer and thc> admitted mcc, but 
refosed the Persian Embassador and all the Noblemen, 
Here fint the Persian Embassador saluted me, with a 
silent Complement only In the middst of this Court was 
a throwne of mother of Pcarlc borne on two pnia{r)s mysd 


* "The tenti phchd In that Caap Royal, ore for the 

nwt part while, ITlce the cloatblng of those which own them. But 
the MopoU Tenlt are red, reared op opoo Poles, Wchex by moth than 
the othCT They ire pjced la the mlddest pf the camp, where they 
take op a rcry Urge compatte of grtmod, and may be seen erery way t 
and they rntui iweds be ^ery great, to afford room In them for him 
selt hrt wires, children, women, Eonochi, &c 
“In the forefront, or outward part, or Coorl within hU Tent, there 
h a Ttry large room for access to him, *lwlat seven and nine of the 
dock at night which. Is caOed hn C7«ow/r«i» 

** Hit tents are encompassed roond with Cowa/r which arellke oor 
Sertenes, to foM op logeiher { those OurtO are about ten feet Web 
®f narrow strong Calbeo, and lined with the same, stiffened at 
merybreadih with a Cane j but they are strongest lined on thdr out 
sHe by a very great company of annd Sooldlcrs, that keep close about 
them night and day The Tents of his great men are Ilkewrse 
large, placed round about his. All of them, throughoot the whole 
reared op In snch a due and constant order that when we 
nmwTc from place to place, we can go as directly to those morcnble 
°*^rags, as If we continued still In fixed and standing haWtaboni j 
UldDg onr direction from scYcml streets and tUum or market placet, 
every one pitched upon every remove alike upon soch or such a tide 
of the Kmgi Tents, as If they had not been nt all removed- — Terry 
P-4ai 
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on earth, couered ouer with an high tent, the Pole headed 
with a knob of gould, vnder it Canopyes Of Cloth of gould, 
vnder foote Carpettes When the king came neare the 
doore, some Noble men came in and the Persian Am- 
bassador Wee Stood one of the one syde, the other of 
the other, making a little lane The king entering cast his 
eye on mee, and I made a teuerence , hee layd his hand on 
his brest and bowed, and turning to the other syde nodded 
to the Persian I followed at his heeles till hee ascended, 
and euery man cryed “ Good loy and fortune,” and so tooke 
our Places. Hee called for water, washed his handes and 
departed His weomen entered some other Port to their 
quarter, and his sonne I saw not W ithin this whole rayle 
was about 30 diuisions with tents All the Noble men 
retired to theirs, which were in excellent formes, some all 
white, some greene, some mingled , all encompassd as 
orderly as any house , one of the greatest raretyes and 
magnificencyes I euer saw The vale showed like a bewti- 
full Citty, for that the ragges nor baggage were not mingled ^ 

I was vnfitted with Carnadge, and ashamed of my Pro- 
uision , but flue years allowance would not haue furnished 
mee with one indifferent sute sortable to others And, 
which addes to the greatncs, euery man hath a double, for 
that one goes before to the next remooue and is sett a day 
before the king riseth from these ^ So I returned to my 
Poore house 

1 demanded of Asaph Chan what remedy I should 
fynd against Zulphecarcon and showed his bill, desienng 
him to send to him or make Complaynt to the king He 
putt mee off to mooue the Prince that the king would not 
meddle with his seruantes I yet, to my extreme trouble 
and woonder, heard noe Newes from Suratt nor Agra , 


^ Cp Bernier’s description of the camp of Aurangzfb (Constable’s 
edn , p 360) * See p 275 
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rcsolued to follow the Pnncc on the morrow, and to Com 
plaync of our debtes. 

Novanber 4. — I sent Master Btdolph and laddow to the 
Pnnccs Camp to proouc uhithcr by fayre mcancs 7 ulphc 
carcon w*ou!d paj the debt for 1 knew how dlstastcfull a 
complaynt against him would bee, and what I had sufTcred 
for this Contention Thej first went to Afruld chan 'the 
secretary, and acqua^mted him with my resolution to 
dcllucr his bill to the Pnncc. He answered hoc doubted 
not but hce would giue satisfaction without that course, and 
vishd them to goc speakewith him which thej did and 
hec rcsolutly answered he would pay no mora When 
the} urged his bill hce slighted it, and bad demand it of 
the Prince, for whatsocucr hce lookc from vs was for him 
and that hce should paj It If he wisuld for that himsclfc 
would not* Nov. the Pnncc iras loose from the king you 
ma> ludge that which ! foresaw that the dcla>c» and 
pretences for want of Ccitlficatt from Suratt which I had 
sent for 6 monthes scrued only a tumc to gett at liberty 
and to cosen vs. I rcsolued in my tyme for no respect of 
danger or displeasure to Icauc such an example, but to 
hazard all to rccoucr so little mony If It had been myne 
ownc I would hauc giucn it rather then vndergone a 
New Conflict but I purposed a fayre way without lust 
exception and that if I so auflered it was a kind of Mar 
tirdomc first to show his hand and scale to the Pnncc, 
and If I found no lustlce to dcUucr it to the king with the 
full Passage of all proceeding In yt 

Nfivetnbtr 5 — I rode to the Princes tenti, about 5 mile, 
when he sate out I usd some prefaces of respect, and 
dcsicrcd to take my Icauc of hls Hlghnes to whom I wished 
a prosperous lourny victorye ouer hls encrayes, a glorious 
Tryumph woorthy hls greatnes, and a safe rctume. I 


> See p 160 ft 
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entreated him to beleeue I was his humble seruant in all 
respectes, reseruing my duty to my souerayne , and that 
hee would bee pleased to retayne our Nation in his fauour 
and protection Then I presented to him Zulpheckcarcons 
billes for 17,000 mamoodtes, of which hee had payd 9,000 
and the remayner hee refused after many delayes that I 
had had long Pacience for respect of his highnes, but now 
the Necessitye of his departure and my attendance on the 
king enforced mee to appeale to his lustice, wherin I 
doubted not to fynd releefe Hee read it ouer, and seemed 
to beleeue it had beene Payd, demanding if Afsul chan 
knew the account I answered . yes : that he was an 
instrument of the Conclusion, and it was witnessed by 
Mochrebchan, Hoja Nassan, and diuers, that knew wee 
lost for this end aboue 2,000 mamoodies, and that his owne 
hand and scale and his scrivanoes bills would testefye 
against him Hee desiered me stay till the secretary came 
and I should receiue order He rose before Afzul chan 
appeared and retyred, but sent Biram chan, the Com- 
mander of all his horse, to stay me a little Within halfe 
an hower came answere that I should retume to my house, 
and two dayes after repayre to him . hee would examine 
the busines and Pay mee himselfe • that then I should take 
my leaue of him. He sate in the same Magnificence, 
order, and greatnes that 1 mentioned of the king } His 
Throwne beeing Plated ouer* with siluer, inlayd with 
flowers of gould, and the Canopy ouer it square, borne on 
fower Pillars couered with siluer , his Armes, swoord, 
buckler, bowes, arrowes, and lance, on a table before him 
The watch was sett, for it was euening When hee came 
abroade, I obserued him now hee was absolute, and 
Curiously his fashion and actions Hee receiued two 

^ Amongst other distinctions given to Khurram at this time was the 
title of Shdh, which no pnnce since Timdr had borne in the lifetime 
of his father 
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IcUrt5, read them standing before hcc ascended his Throne. 
I neucr uw so settled a Countenance, nor an> man kcepc 
so Constant a Rrauct), neucr smtlinj; nor in face shottcing 
an> respect or dlfTcrcncc of men , but mingled v.ith ex 
treamc Pndc and Contempt of all Yet I found some 
inward trouble nois and then assayle him and a kinde of 
brokennes and distraction tn his thoughtes, vnprouidcdly 
and amascdly ansv^-ering sutors, or not hearing If I can 
ludg an> Ihmg hee hath left his hart among his fathers 
women with whom hcc hath IIbcrt> of conucrsation. Nor 
mahall in the English Coach the da) before visited him 
and tooke leaue. She gauc him a Cloakc all embrodered 
with Pcarle, diamondcs and rub>'C3 and earned aftTi) if I 
err not, his attention to all other busincs.' 

Nevfmhr 6. — I rccciued lettres from Master Broumc at 
AmadaN'az, aduislng mec of hiulng gotten theGouemor of 
Camba)'as bill for the restitution of l too Memficdtts 
extorted last >*care* b) virtue of a/m/amb> me procured. 
So that I haae recouered all bribes and extortions taken 
before my tyme with Utile losse. I suppose it wilbe a 
good example. He ccrtcf>*cd mec of a fra) begun by the 
Portugallcs, 5 of them setting on an English boy in Cam 
ba)'a and disarming him vpon rumour wherof lohn Browme 
and James BickfotxP went to his rescue and were assaylcd 
by scauen of them One shooting a Plstoll hurt John 
Browne in the hand but his hart lay not thcar They 
defended thcmselues honestly braucly, like Englishmen 
kylld one hurt tome others and Chased them vp and 
downc the Tosstic like beastes, to the great shame of such 
villaynes and reputation of our Nation. To reuenge this, 
the Portpgalls bceing arriued in their frigotts, diuen Came 


* There •eetni to have been no groond for the taspidon hinted 
teje. ‘Seep. 116. 

Elected t factor In Nove mb er. 1614. He was employed pnnd 
at Sarat and Ahmadlbdd until hb return to England Id iMj. 
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ashore , no more english in Towne but the 3 Mentioned 
The Gouernor vnderstood the occasion, and sent the 
Cuitwall with a guard to our house and shutt the water 
Ports, expelling the Portugall and Commanding, vpon 
payne of Chasticement, not to meddle with the English , 
and so deliuered them safe out of towne, who are returned 
to Amadavaz By these I receiued newes from Suratt of 
a resolution to send to Jasques^ without my knowledge. 


^ This decision was taken at a consultation held on board the 
Charles on October 2nd, 1616, the proceedings at which are fully re- 
corded in O C No 402 (I O Records) Pepwell, who was himself 
unfavourable to the project, produced a letter from Roe (see Addl 
MS 6115, f 1 18), declaring that it would be useless to send to Persia 
until the issue of Sherley’s mission to Spam were known , and that 
the fanndn obtained by Steel and Crowder (see p 128) was of little 
value, as it contained no undertaking on the part of the Shdh to send 
down silk to Jdshak, and no merchandise was obtainable at that port 
m the ordinary way Against this Kerridge urged that the present 
opportunity was a good one, seeing that Sherley (who would be either 
a troublesome enemy or an expensive fnend) was out of the way that 
the Company had approved their previous measures and had en- 
couraged them to persevere that, the war with the Turks having 
blocked commercial intercourse with Europe, there must be m Persia 
at once a dearth of cloth and a plethora of silk that it was absolutely 
necessary to find some vent for the large stock of English goods in their 
warehouse for which no immediate sale could be hoped in India 
and that one of the ships might just as well be employed m an experi- 
mental voyage as he at anchor at Swally till the others were ready 
Roe’s opinion was set aside with the remark that “ m regard his lord- 
ship m other particulars of his said letter is fair transported in errour 
of opynyon Concerning merchandizein|;^ and merchantes affaires in 
these partes makes vs assured that hee is noe lesse transported from 
and Concerning this persian Imployment , ” and the expedition was 
decided upon Edward Connock, the cape merchant of Pepwell’s 
fleet, was chosen chief factor , Thomas Barker (then second at Surat) 
was made his pnnciMl assistant , and George Pley, Edward Pettus, 
William Tracy and Robert Gipps completed the party The James, 
under the charge of Alexander Child, was told off to convey them to 
Jdshak, and she accordingly sailed on November 5th The port was 
reached m safety a month later, the factors were landed with their 
goods, and the ship anchored again at Swally early m February, 1617 
(Child’s journal in Purchas, vol 1 , p 606 , see also an account [by 
Pley] m Egerton MS 2121) A Portuguese squadron had been de- 
spatched to intercept her, but had failed to do so (Bocarro’s Decada 
XIII, c. 165) 

How much Roe was angered at finding his opinion thus overruled 
may be gathered from his diary and letters , but neither he nor 
Pepwell could do anything m the matter Keeling was still, bv virtue 
of his commission, the chief director of the Company’s affairs in the 
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here bedng an Amhaswdor of the Shaw biis that olTcrcd 
me a]l curtcs> and uho5C adu1<c would hauc gmen vs 
great light to the buxines but In 6 weekes I ncuer heard 
woord from them, ne> Iher doc the) thinck an> bod> v.*oorth 
the Consulting but them sclues I sent downc the kinges 
firmAtn procured b> Crowther * but m> aduisc that It was 
not utKJrth cntcrta>ming on so feeble Conditions v.'ithmany 
reasons reserued to m> selfc, not presupposing any man 
u-ould hauc presumed a conclusion without mec for that 
when 1 motioned* to send Shalbanke for 100 mptas oucr 
land to discouer both S>'ndu and jasques to bee an eye 
snttnesse of the Httnes of the Port and possibilit) e of trade, 
and to hauc returrTcd b'^forc the amuall of our fleete mth 
full Intelligence thej reiected it and braggd they had 
crossd all m> adutccs and now hauc rcsolucd iodoc;y'tb> 
a fhip at cxlrrame pcrill and Chardge and without an> 
ground j*ca, against all reason, without \*ouchsafing to 
acquaynt mcc, but that I reedued the Newts by Collateral! 
cnformatlon. ludge what respect >*our factors giue mec 
what the fruictes of diulsion arc. and seperating them from 
any relation to mec. though j*our last Ictlrc signlfyd you 
required them to Consult with mcc before resolution of an> 
Matter of such importance. I must Confesse It grcatl> 
discourageth mcc, and my sincere Pa>nc. care, and to>lc 
was not to scruc to amend thdr folljxs only at Court, but 
hoped to hauc becnc respected In m> aduicc only for your 
profitt. For j'our Cheefe factor* hath too much luddeyne 

East, asd hi cooseqonce the ostul authodt^r In matten rtladop to 
nKtehandise had b«» withheld from the general of the 1616 fleet. 
Pepwetl, therefore, could not resc u e the decision amred at by the 
assembled factors, nor could he refuse to assist in carr^g it out 
Roe was equally poweriess, and hod to content himself wnh watching 
ra a decidedly critkal mood, the outcome of the meaturea taken, 
while be awaited the result of hit letten home of the prevjotn year 
complalnrag of his own want of aotbority 

* See p. 146. 

* In a letter of Apnl a6th, i6r6^ q[ootcd (in part) on p. 164- 

’ Kemdge. 
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fire and to great an opinion of his abilityes to giue a tem- 
perate aduise, as 1 can show abondantly and wee haue had 
full experience, not once asking any mans aduise from 
hence, but Peremptorily commanding and ordering monyes 
to no purpose, too late and to extreame Losse. Notwith- 
standing, this day I dispecded a lettre from the Princes 
secretary written in his owne Name to Abram chan, Salath 
beage, and Isack beage,^ to ouersee the Customer that 
hee wronged not the English nor suffered any other • that 
the busines might bee so ordered as should preuent all 
future Complayntes that the presen tcs should be dispatchd 
to Court without Custome that what soeuer was bought 
should not be taken by force, but the owner payd ready 
mony to Content The Copy is registred ^ 

This day I wrote to the Gouemor of Cambaya to acknow- 
ledge his fauour and my thanckfullnes that I would 
acquaynt the king with his honorable respect of our Pro- 
tection 

November 9 — The Prince, beeing to remooue, sent one 
of his Guard in hast for mee I was vnfitted to goe but hee 
Prest mee so farr that his Master did stay out to speake 
with mee that hee had Commanded him not to returne 
without mee that all the Court did talk of the Princes 
fauour to mee that it was reported hee had desired the 
king to lett mee accompany him into the warrs, and that 
hee had promised to vse mee so well as I should confesse 
his fauour to our Nation This Newes made me take horse 
after dinner , but I found him Newly risen and Marching 
I mett the Dutchman his leweller Hee welcommed mee 
with good Newes of some extraordinary fauour from his 
master, who had sate almost an hower longer then his Pur- 


^ Ibrdhim Khdn, as already mentioned, was governor of Surat 
The other two had been “customer^’ and shdhbandar respectucly, 
and are often mentioned m the letters of the English factors 
2 This does not appear to be extant 
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pcttc 10 »ta) my Commlnp and luch great promUcs that 
made mctt bclccuc none Hcc also confirmed the souldicrs 
report of m> attending the Pnncc. WTicn I came vp to 
the tra>*nc I sent woord 1 was arriued^and hid ansi^rer that 
1 thould pasic before to the tentes, and sitt \7illU the Prince 
came and that hcc u-outd speake ^\Ith mcc. It u'os night 
before his approach. lie made only a Countenance to 
mce sate a little and went In among his wocmcn. As hcc 
Passd hcc turned about and sent a scruant to desire mce 
to stay a Vkhile that hcc >^ould com Into the Gu^elchttn 
and lake his leaue of mcc Within halfc an hoa-cr he sate 
out, but I could not gett any man to putt him In mynd of 
mcc and hcc was fallen to Play, and ejiher forgott It or 
putt tricke of state > 7 »on mcc that I staged an hower 
Bcclng cxtrcamcl) troubled I wrent to the doore and tould 
the uayters the Pnncc had sent for mcc I came only to 
receiw his Commandes that I had attended long and 
must relume to my house »l bedng late and If his high 
nes had an> baslnes I dcsicrcd him to send It afler mce, 
for 1 scorned such vsage , and so departed to horse. 
Before I was \’p Ihcr came running messingers calling for 
mcc, and I was sent for I first complayned of my stay 
that 1 was come only to reccluc his command that I had 
ncythcr bedd nor tent and C Ccune home that I could 
not procure entrance. I found him earnest at Gardes,* 
but hec excused bimsclfe of foi^ttfullncs, and blamed the 
officers formally but In show vsd race with more Curtesy 
then ordinary calling mcc to sec his Gardes and asking 
many questions. 1 expected hcc would speake of my 
godng with him but, fynding noc such discourse, I tould 
him I was Come only to obey him and to take my leaue 


* A fa?ourite paatlme at lb« Moyul cotut. Akhar hlrnsdf did not 
disdain to spend time in making fresh designs for them. There wms 
at all erents plenty of scope for Taritty tlte pack contained twehre 
stnu of twelre cards each (IHochmaniA AiM-Mkicri yoL i, p. joO). 
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that I desired his Pardon that I hasted away, for that I 
was to returne to Adsmerc, bceing vnprouidcd to stay all 
night Hee answered hee sent for me to sec me before his 
goeing that I should presently bee dispatched Then 
hee sent in an Eunuch and diucrs of his Captayncs came 
smiling the Prince would giue me a great Present, and 
if I feared to rydc late, I should hauc ten horse to guard 
mee, and made such a busincs as if I should hauc rcceiued 
his best Chayne of Pcarlc By and by came out a Cloth 
of gould Cloakc of his ownc, once or twice wornc, which 
hee Caused to bee putt on my back, and I made reuer- 
ence, very vnwillingly When his Ancester Tamerlane 
was represented at the Theatre the Garment would well 
haue become the Actor but it is here reputed the highest 
of fauour to giue a garment warne by the Prince, or, 
beeing New, once layd on his shoulder Then hee bowed 
him selfe and I had my dischardg , but I dcsiered to speake 
somewhat more Vsing a preface of Complementcs, I 
acquaynted him with the letters I newly rcceiued from 
Suratt, wherm our factors acknowledge their good vsadge 
and the receipt of the mony according to order that as I 
had Complaynd against the bad, I could not but acknow- 
ledge the lustice and goodnes of Abram Chan, who m all 
Poynts studyed to honour his Master with Noble actions 
and to protect vs from Iniury He reply ed it was his 
Command so to doe, and that hee was very glad that his 
seruants and my Countnmen agreed so w'ell and were 
frendes, which hee w ould continew by his expresse order 
that in what I found my selfe agreeued hee would bee my 
ludge him selfe and right mee. I desiered him to beginn 
his fauour by Commanding Zulphercarcon to pay the 


^ Doubtless Roe had often seen, in Marlowe’s plaj, 

The Scythian Tamburlaine 
Threatening the w orld with hig^h astounding teims, 
And scourging kingdoms \nth his conquering swoid. 
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Merchants the 8w> matnodtts resting of his debt He 
anstttred that he had VTidcrtakcn to bee our Paymaster 
and gaue present order to piuc a bdl to rcccjuc it at Suratt , 
which I leauc Master Bidolph to follow So I tooke my 
Icauc,and Commlnp out was followed b) all his wa)'tcr3 
and Porten soc shamfull) that I halfc paid for m> Cloakc 
before t pale out’ n> Mominp I |^it home. 

In the tva\ thither I rectlucd an answer* of my Icltrca 
•cnl lonp Since to buratt, which I supposed miscarried but 
found that thc> had kept my Pattamar one month and 
fower da)*es, onI> to dispose their busmes without my 
knowledpe. The> adulsc mcc of their sendmp the Jattus 
to dtscDUcr lasqucs writh the preatest quantity of Cloth 
lead quicksilucr and teeth anddiuers factors^bcelnp forced 
to >1 a^ a Comodit) that would not \ent in India (yet not 
man) monihcs since the) dbputcd uiih mcc that these 
spcdcs would dnue the whole trade);* nolwithsUndinp that 
I had enformed them that In Persia in the hart these kynd 
were Icsse saleable, in the sekirtes (wher was no trade) not 
>‘cndiblc at alL Next that thc> bauc made mony vp to 
Apra, which cannot be relumed b) the end of lanuai) 
Thus without once consulUnp anv man they doc most 
absurdly all of their ownc hcades, which I reprehended 
with some roundnes, and neede not repeat the reasons I 
pane agaynst their courses nor m) opinion bccinpscntto 
the Consultation and entered In its order amonp my lettres. 
They sent mcc a Copy of some Clauses of the Companyes 
Commission which they pretend concerned mee , but in 
the first, about the Persian employment, they haue pro- 
ceeded as If it concemd mcc not The rest are friuolous 
and by misenformation Into England to no purpose , and 

* On the occailoo when the Moj;uJ pmented Roe with a enp 
(P* *he taller was obTIged to i^re “to the Klnps ponen *nd 
waytm of the GtutUckan ^ Jabaa^r rapets (Roe > ACcooDUl 

* Suroi (I O KectmUX s. ^ October nod, 1016. 

* F 166*. ^ 
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this IS all it hath pleasd them to acquaynt mee with They 
confesse the receipt of the mony recouered by mee, of 
their better vsage at Suratt , but after I had procured order 
to restore bribes, and brought the envy vpon mee, they 
release it in curtesy to procure fauour for them selues 
Concerning Zulpheckcarcons remayner they write mee 
they haue not leysure, and are loath to offend them that 
owe part, and so giue mee no account Yet I haue pro- 
cured order for yt But if I had receiued from them in six 
monthes a partition,^ I had gotten ready mony ; if now it 
be lost I can doe no more , their negligence must answere 
It. 

November lo — All the towne beeing almost remooued, I 
was left behynd and could procure no Camells nor Cartes, 
notwithstanding my warrant* The Persian Embassador 
in the same case complaynd and had speedy redresse ; 
vpon Notice wherof I sent to the Court, and expect 
answere 

November 1 1 — I receiued two warrants for Carts and 
Camells at the kinges Price , which I sent the officer 

November 13 — After two dayes search and layeing the 
Townes endes I could net bee fitted , so many wanted 
that vsd force, the great men hauing souldiers euery wayes 
out to catch all vp , and it is a woonderfull matter to 
remooue the two leskars and all the Citty at once. I 
despeeded my aduise to the Consultation at Suratt, and to 
vrdge them to such demandes as were Needfull 

November 14 — I receiued from Agra that, in barter of 
ould Indico (a meane sort that lay on the owners handes) 
with halfe mony, they had Putt off 20 Clothes that were as 
heauy to vs and as vnsaleable , but I am of opinion if the 


^ A statement showing the different persons from whom the money 
was due 

2 “ The King . wantes for himselfe and the Prince 4,000 
Camells” (Roe to Surat factors, November 12th, 1616) 
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Indico vAW make mony It is no 111 bargaync. Cloth is drye 
Mcrchandicc at best' 

Novmb^r 16. — ^The king gauc order to fire all the leslar 
at Adsmcrc to compcll the People to follow, which was 
da> ly executed. I was left almost desolate , and the Persian 
Embassador who had fought, Chydd brauld Complaynd, 
but could not gett remedy, in the same estate. Wee sent 
to bemone on another ahd by his example I began to 
rcsolue to buy , for many would sell that at the klngcs 
Price would not hire , and I Cast it at the best hand I 
could almost to saue the hire, though the carts were 
dearc , for In three monthes the Price was eaten. Neccs 
tityc enforced mcc, for the Townc was bumd and desolate. 
I was in danger of thccucs that from the army came and 
robbd in the night, and I could not find bread to eate 
yet 1 sent anew to Court, and resolued to abyde all the 
loconvcnlences of a hard ftdge. 

NovtmUr xy ^Notwithstanding the default of account 
from Suratt of the remayncr of Zulphercarcon yet I sent 
to the Prince for his promised bill, who vndertooke the 
Payment, and so I rccciucd his lettre Commanding to 
Ccrtcfyc what was vnpayd of the 8poo mamoodtts de 
manded (for that some of it was Chardged to Abram chan) 
and the remayncr to bee Payd to the factor at Brampoor 
which lettre I sent the factors as a full conclusion But 
withall 1 was certefyed that now the Prince was gone 
and I had tooke my leaue, as hec thought, Content with 
his Promises, hec bad giuen order to cntercept all the 
Presentes and to force them to hb Itskar I returned 


* In October 161J. KerrWge wrote to Keelmg that Engltfh doth 
wu mudi desired at Agra, but too expendre to 6^ many purchasen ; 
“ ndther la it vsed at all m niroenta, hot in Couerbgi for EDopbants, 
Coachea, PaTlambkynea, saddles, fltc The Country abooe abwmdeth 
with Course Cloth made ther. better CouHcrs and Cheaper by Far 
then hi Englaod j so that ooi* is yied more fbr novelty then for want." 

Jtf-? 9366,) 

Z 
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that) first they should kyil the English that conducted 
them , and purposed so soone as I could gett carriadge 
to remooue to Complayne to the king ludge now the 
fayth of this Prince and my vexation 

I receiued from Goa for truth that Don Emanuell de 
Meneses with about 300 of those saued ashoare from out 
the Admirall weie arriued, poore, robbd, and rifled by the 
luhabitantes of Angazesia, who had slayne many and 
forced some to Circumsicion / on the 24 of October not 
one of the fleete sett out from lishbon arriued,^ to their 
great woonder The Gallion of Mozambique was fought 
with by the Hollander that lately departed from Suratt, 
who lay off and on before Goa as shee came m to mecte 
the shipes expected , she was rich in Gould and other 
Comodityes, but shee escaped, by nearncs of the Port 
Obserue the bouldness of the Hollander to attempt with 
one shipp and to braue the head of the Indias 
I receiued a promise for Camelles to remooue 
November 18 — I could not procure carriadge, but was so 
dayly delayed that [I] feard to stay Two Carts I was 
enfoiced to buy, and Camells I was constantly promised 
Master Bidolph remayned in the Princes leskar to gett in 
mony The king was yet but 12 course from Adsmere 
The lesuite tooke his leaue of mce, beeing forced to buy 
carriadg, notwithstanding his order for yt out of the kinges 
store , but scarcetye punnished all men This empty tyme 
offering no discourse ofmyne owne affayres, I shall digresse 
conueniently to mention the estate of Sultan Cursoronne, 
of whose new deliuery into the handes of his enemyes 


1 Cp p 342 

2 According to Fana y Sousa three vessels started , one sprang a 
leak and had to return , a second lost company on the coast of 
Guinea, owing to a storm, but ultimately reached Goa in safety , the 
third (the Admiral) was destroyed by the English fleet, as already 
narrated 
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cuery mans hart and mouth ViTis full The king notn-Ith 
standing hec had so fan* agreed to satisfyc his proud 
sonne at his departure >ct it scemes ment not to wincke 
at an> injury offered to the elder and partly to secure 
him In the handcs of Asaph chan partly to satisfy the 
People that murmered and feared the practice of some 
treachery against him he tooke occasion to declare him 
sclfc publlqucly Asaph chan had visited his new Prisoner 
and in his Cuhlon did not acknowledg him as his Pnnee 
but rudely prest vpon him against his will and with no 
reuercncc. Som arc of opinion he Plckt a quarrcll and 
knovi'clng the braue nature of the Prince that hec would 
not beare Indignityc tempted him to drawe his swoord or 
to vse some violence which [the] guard should suddenly 
rcuenge, or ells It should be declared to the king as an 
attempt to kill hb keeper and to escape. But the Prince 
was paticnter only he gott a frtnd to acquaynt the king 
withthemanncTsofhlslajlor Thckingcalled Asaphehan 
at the Durbar and asked when hec sawc hb Cbardge. He 
answered Two dayes Past Hb Maicitlc replyed What 
did with him? He sayes Only vlsitt him- Bat the 
king presvd him to know what leucrcncc and fashion bee 
carried toward him Asaph chan found hb Maicstie knew 
what had passd and Confessed bee went to see him In 
affection and to offer his sennee, but that the Prince refused 
him admittance into his Chamber, which, because hec had 
Chardge of his safetic, hec thought It both necessary for 
him to doe and dlscurtcsyc In the other to deny , therforc 
be prest In. The king returns quick When j'ou were In 
what sayd you, and what did you ? What duty showed 
you toward ray sonne? Hec standes blanck and con 
fesseth hec did not any reuercncc , wherat the king tould 
him Hec would make hb Proud hart know him to bee hb 
eldest and beloued heyre his Prince and Lord and If bee 
once heard of any the least want of reuercncc or doty 
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toward him, hee would Command his sonne to sett his 
feete on his Neck and trample on him that he loued 
Sultan Coronne well, but hee would make the world know 
he did not entrust his sonne among them for his mine 
November 19 — I receiued from Agra that they receiued 
new bills from Suratt, when theyre Caman^ was out of 
towne, yet that they would execute their Commission, 
though ther can bee no hope to arriue sooner at Suratt 
then the end of lanuarye 

\Thtis farr went the lournall for England The next 
begtnns the 20 of Nouember this present month ] 

November 20 — I receiued from the Court a new warrant 
for my Carriadge, which procured mee 8 Comelles from 
the officer, but misserable ones, such as would not suffice 
mee , so that I was compelld to dispatch my selfe away 
now, left all alone to buy for my supplement 
November 22 — I remooued into my Tents 
November 23 & 24. — I stayd for the Merchanntes , and 
receiued in answere from Spahan^ that my lettres were 
dispeeded for Aleppo that our Comming into Persia was 
expected, but on Conditions to fitt the Shabas, so that it 
might aduance his dessigne of diuerting his silkes from the 
way of Turkye that the Generali of the Grand signior 
lay with a mighty army at Argeromc,® six dayes march 
short of Tauriij, vncertayne whether to assay le the Citty 
or to enter Gorgeston"* and Gilan,^ the Countryes of silkcs, 
to wynn that by conquest which hee was prohibited by 
Commerce to meete both attemptes the Shabas was 


^ Caravan 

* See pp 128-133 The date of the receipt of these letters from 
Persia is left as Roe has given it , but it seems clear that it is a 
mistake They must ha\c come to hand on the 27th, between the 
writing of Roe’s two letters to Sir Thomas bmythe (see p 352) 

* Erzeroum * Georgia. 

^ Ghilan, a province of north-western Persia, bordering on the 
Caspian It was subdued b) the Sufi Shdhs in the sixteenth centur). 
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encamped at *^almat* a vHlapc IndifTcrtnll) leatcd in the 
wa) I but if in {>t^o monthc* ihc Arm>*n encounter not 
Winter ajipmachinp and the wantcA that will attend luch 
molliludc* will di»v>1uc them IwMli uiibmjianj honorable 
action orlflhc) mrrtr the Jcnian thnuph bj report l8o 
lhou^and wll! not aduenture lalta\lr Injl bcanc liphl and 
able to march carel) without Cannon and will 

fall on and off on cuer) )n!c v> on the Turkey arm) ashcc 
wilUmralc and wartc him without haianl* With thcMi 
1 recciuci! a I'achctt of Iflifrv dircctn! to on Icronimo^ 
Galecia rmulcntln Ijhnr wherm I found dlucr^ Commit 


iloni and Icttrti of Deputation directed to him In the 
Name of naflltolomcw Mapalt,* ctm'ull in Aleppo and 
othm, c«>n»tuutlnc him ac their prcMruialor for Ihc rceouer 
InRofdittcrc mon)*e^ and pnodet In the handet of SiRnor 
Ikmclli their faetrrr rrndent In l*ahof who about ten 


monthei Part wat »la)me and robbil wjihdluers Notec 
ofeeuenU Carparon* btlU of exchanRC and read) mon> 
venf)‘eri b) the vale and cub'Cflptlon of Icronimo I os 
canni coniull in Swia,* and Stepheno Sala hU Chancellor 
tahen out of the repi^ter* ofhUoflrice all which amounted 
toafjrcat summe and were traded In Ind>ab> the sa>'d 
llonclli as apent for a 1 artnenhlp of the I nncipalh of 
diuers Nations rwidinp In Aleppo to Tadre Icronimo 
Naolcr^ W hkh Icitrcs and KUtrall Paclcts comminp b> 


error Into m> handcs I rcserticd with Purpose loacqua)Til 
the lesuUte liuioR at Court and so to proceed as befitted. 


Selmat" li markctJ on a map In ibo Fnj:li»h vtrtMjn (1669) of 
t« InvtU of iht HoJiicin Amlpsudon ro I enla. It l» shown as a 
orar the wcitem side of ijike (tolicha. In about the poitilon of 
the modem town of Nen-o llayad<L 

The war Is rtUied at lencth in\on Hammer's Jhstrrjr cf tkf 
'■111 ®*^the hreneh veralon). 

_ should be "riorannl see under December 7th, and also 
to Smyiheat C 149 ofihe MS. 

Ajjpotnied Enj.llsh Consol at Aleppo about 1611 He was a free- 
of the East Inda Company and sent them InteUljfence from 
to time (see LtUen Hfinvft! hr the Fast Intha Camfanj toL ^ 
^ »7JX * Syru. 
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To THE East India Company^ 

(Add/ MS 6115, f 140) 

24 Nouember, 1616 

My Honourable Fnends, 

I receiued your lettre on the twelfth of October, 1616, 
from the Charles^ safely arnued with foure ships at the barr of 
Suratt the six and twentieth of the former Month Of what 
pasd at Sea I doubt not you will receiue ample relation ^ only a 
little difference in the report of our fleete and the Portugalls I 
vmU mention that wee began the fight, and that no viceroy 
beeing sent this jeare, an ancient Souldier, Don Emanuell de 
Meneses, that had twice beene Generali of their Forces, was m 
the Admirall, who, beeing beaten, ran herselfe ashore on Anga- 
zatia, the greatest of the Islandes of Comora, wher heegott aland 
with the suruiuars of his force and caused the ship to bee fiered, 
which but for respect of him had yeilded, that the Handers 
robbd them and sett them ashoare att Mosambique, and are nowe 
arnued at Goa This tale hangs ill together , for that I know 
they first made fine shot, and that it is impossible they could 
Passe from Anguzesia to Mosambique in a Canoe, or that the 
inhabitants, hauing robbd them, durst carry them into their 
strength, or that all this Could bee effected and nev\es of their 
amuall come from Goa in so little tyme * So that my judgement 
is, they make their relation as neare ours as they Can, with Creditt, 
and are loth to confesse truth, that eyther all Perished, or the 
Viceroy, which were the greatest losse and dishoner euer happened 
to them m India. 

I shall not neede wnte you any long Discourse of your affaires, 
nor my opinion, for that in a Continued Journall I haue sett 
downe all Passages, and send } ou the Copyes of my lettres to 
your factoryes, wherin many Poynts are disputed and opened , 
from both which you may make best jour owne Collection and 
judgment , for in them casually all your businese is handeled and 
discussed at full, and it may bee collected into such a Method as 
you may sitt at home and see it at once. 

But because some Poyntes in my last lettres I swalowed at my 
first Comming at others reports, which since I fynd vayne and 
friuolous, and others Perhaps are yet vnresolued in my Generali 


^ A part of this letter rvas printed by Purchas (vol 1, p S^ 9 )> 
with an incorrect date and many errors in the text 
* See p 284 

^ The story was, however, substantially correct. The survivors, 
after being plundered and ill-treated by the natives, weie taken off by 
a Muhammadan trader, who carried them to Mombasa There they 
embarked for Goa on September 10th 
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dKcoutic, 1 will runn outr the Mateiull l’o)'THct wtih Ijretm^'c. 
^OT 1 cmlrcaml)’ clrtMirr lhal jtm once ^mlcnlood the Constitution 
of this trade, bow to poueme and Mille It that by varktyc of 
fnml opinion* you bee rvert rooncellctl to \7inceoviry Cbardtc, 
nor Call into poNvc crtori and tlama^c 

Hut fiT>t I desue )mi to rcriiuc In 1 artinilar answer of your 
ktlrc that the vnVindnea ctmceiucd bctwccnc mcc and Captain 
Keermp was not so far rooted that h was woonh your trouble or 
ciaoe It Is true 1 wttrte to my llonorablc frmd' somwhai that 
passd bs-twicnc w I did onir dtschardpe my hart without 
l*uri)Ose to haue it tjnead as a Compbynl his fauour to mce 
estended It beyond my meaning Men cannot Hue without 
some dislasi, espenatly wher Camnera and nattcren scckc to 
endcarc themselucs by other* divjuictt Ucc parted frendv* It 
is lease irouhlcsome and easier to frirpctt discuttessw then to by 
them syi or doputc them. 1 was not 1»rne to a life smooth and 
easy etl my actions haue licenc minplcd with crosses and 
rubbes, lhai I mipht rather *ay 1 wrestled then walked toward my 
( raoe But God prouWes eocry man a I ort>on hit for ht* Con 
ditKKi arvd 1 am ConlcnL 1 ncucr doubled your performance 
With mcc In mony nor any otl»er contract I did averr loe much 
in that Ictlrc and my answete to Cajrtain Keeling. Nor will I 
Compbyne of any Narrownes in m> allowance. I made a 
Cosr^nt 1 mu«t atr)de by it, and will endrauour to effect yt 
1 wdl aerpavnt you In lymc with all l*articubr» of expence and 
referr myseife to you. 1 know you merit not but that m\ bbor 
ihould bee rccompensd Myamcenty toward you In all Action* 
li without apoti my Neglect of Pnuat Gaync b without example, 
and my frugahlyc beyond your expectation. I was neucr an ill 
husband of my Creditt nor any trust Committed to mec. My 
Pairlmonbll soihriftlnes only I fcclc and repent- I pray Cod I 
may to affect your desires as It may menu what you giuc. I 
Will bragg of no Industrie nor succetse Jodge mee by my 
Actions, Not by the fauour of an Infidell King sHlh whom yot I 
stand on such outward sliowca of Creditt a* Ncuer any’ stranger 
did , but want of language and an enlcTprcter that will dcliuer 
mee truly b an extreamc Prejudice. 

Concenung the ardlng the MogoU or wafHng* hb lublecti Into 
the Redd Sea, It U now vtcletse, yet I made offer of yocr 
affectloni but when they need not a curterse, they reguaxd it 
a* a dogg doth dry bread when hU belly b foil The King hath 
peace w4ih the Portagalb, and will ncucr make a Constant warr 
except first wee diipbnt them- Then hi* greatnes w01 step In 
for a share of the benlfiit, that dares not partake the l*i.Tin. 
'Vhen they haue Peace, ihcyscome osir assltbncc, and ipeakea* 


* SlrTbomai bmythe. 


• See p. i8*. 


• Convoying 
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lowed as our Canon if warr oppresse them, they dare not putt 
out vnder any protection, nor will pay for yt You must remooue 
from you all thought of any other then a trade at their Port , 
whenn if you can defend your selues, leaue them to their fortune 
You can neuer oblige them by any benifitt, and they will feare 
you sooner then loue you Your residence you neede not doubt 
so long as you tame the Portugall Therfore, avoyd all other 
Chardge as vnnessesary, that resists^ not him , hee only can 
prejudice you For a Fort, at my first amuall I receiued it as 
\ery Necessane , but expenence teaches mee wee are refusd it to 
our aduantage If hee would offer mee ten, I would not accept 
one First, wher the nuer is Comodious, the Cuntry is barren 
and vntraded , the Passadges to parts better Planted so full of 
theeues that the Kings authontye avayles not, and the strength of 
the hilles secures them m that life If it had beene fitt for trade, 
the Naturalles would haue Chosen it, for they feele the incomo- 
ditye of a barrd hauen, and it is argument enough of some 
secrett inconuemence, that they make not vse of it But if it 
were safe without the walls, yet is it not an easy woorke to diuert 
trades and to drawe the resort of Merchantes from their accus- 
tomed Marts, especially for our Comoditye, which is bought by 
Parcelles, and cannot be called staple Secondly, the Chardge 
is greater then the trade can beare , for to maintayne a garison will 
eate the ProfitL It is not an hundred men can keepe it , for the 
Portugall, if hee once see you vnder take that course, will sett his 
rest vpon it to supplant you A warr and trafique are incom- 
patible By my consent, you shall no way engage your selues 
but at sea, wher you are like to gayne as often as to loose. 
It IS the beggenng of the Portugall, notwithstanding his many 
rich residences and temtoryes, that hee keepes souldiers that 
spendes it , yet his gamsons are meane He neuer Profited by 
the Indyes, since hee defended them Obserue this well It 
hath beene also the error of the Dutch, who seeke Plantation 
heere by the Swoord They tume a woonderfull stocke, they 
proule in all Places, they Posses some of the best, yet ther 
dead Payes consume all the gayne Lett this bee receiued 
as a rule that if you will Profitt, seeke it at Sea, and m quiett 
trade , for without controuersy it is an error to affect Gamsons 
and I^and warrs m India If you made it only against the 
Naturalles, I would agree , to make it for them, they are not 
woorth It, and you should be veary wane how you engage your 
reputation in yt You cannot so easely make a faier retraict as 
an onsett , one disaster would eyther discreditt you, or interest 


’ Purchas, apprehensive lest this should seem too aggressive, adds 
the following note — “ Vnderstand this, so long as they by force and 
armes oppose the English proceedings and seeke to supplant them, as 
hitherto ” 
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ytm in a wirr of ertrcame Chardgc and doubtful eoenL Bc- 
»ide», an action to tuWcct to Chanct u a wair Is most vnfitily 
mdcrtakcn, and with most hacanl, when the remoctnea of 
Place fortu^y tuccon and CounccU tuHecte* to Tnrecouerable 
lotto , for tMt whcT It mott Tnctrtajmty, rcttudies should bee 
toe much the nearer to occur to flJl occaiiont. At tea you 
row lake and tcauc , your Uctlgnes are not Pabluhed. 

'Hie roadc of Swally and the Port of Suralt are fittcjl for 
you In an the MoroIic* Icmtoiy 1 hauc wej-ed It well, and 
dellucryou that thall ncucr beedtsptooued. You neede no more 
it U not Number of Port*, factorytt and residence* that will 
mofiu you , they wil enaeate chardge, but not recompcnce it 
The Conuenlency of one rcspectiuely to your aale^ and to the 
Comoditye of Inrestmcrrtei, ai>d Ihe weH employing of your 
tcruani* b all NeedfulL A Port to secure your thlps, and a fitt 
Place to mlade, will not be found together The Roade at 
Swally dunng the season, b 0* safe as a Pond Smatt, Cam 
baya, Daroocl^ and Amadauai are better traded then all Indya, 
and seated Comodiously The iflConuenicnc>‘es are — the Portu* 
pan at sea, and the landing of poods. To mceie with which 
ilnt, you must bring to Passe that your bdmges bee ready by 
the <»d of Septeml^ at your Port— which may bee eflected by 
a stock bcforclund, or bt taking rp inony for three inonihe* — 
ar>d so you mar dischardge and lade in one, and depart in 
escellent season for Enplarid and the Enemy shall not haue 
reme with force to offend you, who wDbe Newly airhied and 
if the Preparation be inaentcT wee can know yt. tor the second, 
to land goods without danger of Fngattes, and to saue the 
Carrbdge ouer land, >*ou must send a Pinnace of 60 Tunne with 
ten Pieces thst drawc* but seocn or eight foole water to passe 
vpthc nucr betwenc Swallr and Suratt and so your poods wilbe 
safe, and In your owne Command to the Cu$tume^ouse-Key 
and it will a little awe the towne. Shee may proceed after 
accotdiM to your appoynUnenL 

The Comoditye* you sell passe best in that quarter The goods 
you seeke beeing prinapaDy India? and Cloth,* no one Place is so 
fitt for both arid the lessc Inconucnienccs ore to bee Chosen Of 
thb you shall rather more at lardpe my opimon and reasons in my 
louniall and discourses to your bctori. Perhaps some of them 
win contradict It But I am oot decciued, nor haue Priuate 
ends, to keepe factories to hnploy and adoance frends. The 
Placra and Number of scruants I haue deliucred my Tudgment in, 
and Could manifest the Past errourt, but not menu them. Syndu 
b potsesd by the Pottueall ** or If it were free, were no fitter then 
SuriU, nor safer, as it K It wilbe more subiect to PerilL Your 


2 8 * 
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See page 318 a. 
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factors sent me foure or fine Clauses out of your Commission, 
that concernd Persia, a fort, a Plantation in Bengala, all which 
they knew were not of vse , with no other purpose, proposition, 
or resolution they will acquaynt me They cannot abyde I should 
vnderstand or direct them If they resolue of any thing in their 
opinion for your profitt, and send to mee, I will effect the Court 
part , but you will find in my lettres and Journall how they vse 
mee, which doubtlesse at first was sowed by some Jealousy of 
yours, which will cost you dearly ^ 

For the settling your trafique here, I doubt not to effect any 
reasonable dcsier My Creditt is sufficient with the King, and 
your force will ahvay bynd him to Constanc}' It will not neede 
so much helpe at Couit as you suppose , a little Countenance, 
and the discretion of your factors, will with easy Chardge re- 
turne you most'profitt But you must alter your stock Lett not 
your seruants deceiue you , cloth, lead, teath,* quicksiluer are dead 
Comodityes, and will neuer dnue this trade. You must succor yt 
by Change,^ and you will find my opinion discussed in lettres 

1 haue this yeare passd many difficultyes by the Peruersenes of 
Sultan Coronne, Lord of Suratt, but by Gods direction I haue 
ouercome them Articles of treaty on equall tearmes I cannot 
eflect , want of Presents disgraced mee But yet by Peices I 
haue gotten as much as I destrd at once I haue recouered all 
bribes, extortions, debts made and taken before my t}me till this 
day , or at least an Honorable composition But when I deliuer 
the Next guiftes to the Mogoll, in the Princes absence, I will sett 
on anew for a formall contract 

The Presentes sent are to few to follow examples , they will 
scarce serue the first day The rule is at euery arnuall of a 
fleete the Mogol, [and] the Pnnce during his signory in our Port, 
will expect a formall Present (and lettres from the King our 
sollicitor) from you, which neede not bee deare if well Chosen 
Your Agent must be furnished with a China shop** to serue little 
turnes, for often giuing of trifles is the way of preferment It 
cannot bee auoyded, and I haue beene scorned for my Pouerty 
in that kind Particulars I haue sent of such as I suppose will 
please ® At my dehuene of the first sent by mee Contentment 
outwardly appeared, but I will acquaynt you with the Cabinettes 
opmion, by which you may Judg Three exceptions were taken 
and disputed by the King and his Prtuadoes^ First, it was 


^ Cp p 97 ® Ivory 

® “The surest way to rayse a stock without losse to our Country 
were from the sowth [Bantam, etc.], all China Comodityes beeing as 
deare heere as in England, and spices at good proffitt” (Roe to 
Capt. Pepwell, September loth, i6i6) 

< Seep 134 6 Seep 352 « 

® An intimate fnend, or in the case of a king (as here), a favounte 
This was one of the Spanish terms current m England at the time 
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ccnstifcd lo lumc Prcicnlci in a Kinpa Ictirc to bee *cnt by a 
ITinapall man h>< Aniia»sadur and luch jootc one* deliacred, 
meaner and fewer then when they eatnc wuh le*?c ottentauon 
that if thc^ had not betme named a* from a Monarch it had bcene 
lesic dapiceablc for fcuch i* the ! nde that aUhough the Coach 
for the forme and for a Modell gaue much Content, yet the 
matter wa* Kornd, and it wai ncucr v«l vntiU two other of 
rKh staff were made by it and that coucred with Cloth of 
goold, hamc* and famiture, and all the tpn Nayle* headed 
with ulaer or hatched,^ *0 that it was nine Monthe* a repaynng 
mhen 1 ttwe it, I Incw It not* Secondly it was ocepted 
againM that hi* Ma}otie did write his Name befor^ the Mogoll , 
bm H matter* r>ol for that dull I tide. Ihirdly that hr* Mai^ie 
In hu kltre intimated that honor and prohit should arise to 
this I rince by the English or tbdr trade, which hce »o much 
dcspiscth to hcarc of that hce will willingly bee ridd of it and vi 
If he durst llie forgctilng to send mce lettre* dlminlsheth roy 
Cfcditi, which is to l*ee mayntcy-ned liy all Ccremonyes and 
Sultan Coronne espected one a* an Honor to him. 

Firsi, Concerning Persia. WTut my Judgment is you win 

find by my relations and Ictirc* , how your factor* haue proceeded 
I hope they will aduHe. 1 sent a Patmar whom they Vept « 
Month without answer now m the hcalc of buslnes, bccaus-e they 
would revaloe the settilng a factory at Jasque* without my know- 
ledge.* 1 know they vndefftand not the Place, nor haue any 
piwnd for what they did and, beside* the neglect of met, I 
feare haue sent a dead mrcndibic stock. I shalbe most glad if 
I bee m an ctrour , but 1 know. If I err it i* spots better founda- 
tion then they can prosper In If it had bcenc fill to settle In 
that Place, If once they had oequaynted mee with the Purpose, I 
would haue geuen them lardge aduUe and much assistance from 
the Pcnlan Ambassador resident ol Court, who oflered mee his 
CounceH but now as lh<ry beginn ogalnil roy Consent, they may 
proceedc without my asrstancc. Sh Robert Shirty by 

Contrary wyndc* lost hi* Passadge for IJsbon last y«re and re- 
mayne* at Coa for the 1 resent rctume of the fleete. His ncgotia 
tion continewes full of hope to bring the spanurd in to Joyne 
With the PonogaU, I haue sent trani^pes of roy opinion which 
I first apprehended and am Constant to yt , and Gm bath pre- 
vented bmj one scare and giuen you Icasure for the future.^ 

Next, I bouki it woorihy your Consideration to resolue soro- 


* Oroamenled with engrawl line*. 

* Compare p. 331. • See p. 3^ 

* Roe had some hopes that Sbertcy “ might fall into the bande* of 
our tWpprag ■ “ That fleete. he wrote to Pqjwell, ** U easllye beaten j 
one atttuU wouW more dlsharien them and glue T* more reputation 
then many prajperoute defences." 
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what for your safety and quiett in the road with the Portugal! 
Ther are but two wayes, a Peace or a compulsion The first I 
haue anew vndertaken^ by the Mediation of ^ Jesuite, who fore- 
sees their mine , but I despayre of any successe, both that the 
viceroy wantes authontie or is to Proud to vse yt The Next is 
force, which is allway to disaduantage when you only defend 
My opinion is that you give order to all your fleetes to make 
Pnce’^ of them, and that, as you Nowe nde at Swally roade to 
protect one ship, that you would send that guard next yeare to 
nde before Goa to braue them or bume them, at least to stop 
them that they durst not Putt to sea in December So you shall 
enforce them to loose their seasons , one or two retumes hindered 
would vndoe them On my woord they are weake in India and 
able to doe your fleete no harme but by supplyes from Lisbon, 
which aduertisement you must harken after and accordingly 
accommodate your strength ^ You will add much reputation to 
your Cause, and force them to that which their Pride will neuer 
suffer them to see they want more then you, which is, a quiett 
trade. 

My third Proposition is for your trafique into the redd sea.^ It 
IS more important then all other proiectes My Councell is that 
6ne of your smallest shipes, with the fittest Enghsh goodes and 
such other as this Country yeildes, yearly goe m Company of the 
Guzerattes and trade for them selues for mony, which is taken m 
abundance, and returne in September with them, to supply this 
Place The Prohtt exceedes all the trades of Indya and will 
dnue this alone The danger is rather a Jealousy then substan- 
ciall When the turckes betrayed Sir Henry Middleton,® our 
factoryes and Courses in these Partes were vnknowne to them, 
and doubtlesse wee, beemg strangers in that sea, were mistmsted 
for Pirattes Expenence of vs hath made them know better, 
and in Company of the Guzerattes, for their sake (whom they 
cannot spare) wee should bee admitted The King would ivnte 
to the Admirall to entertayne our consortship, and they would be 
glad of It, and it were one of the best secuntyes of our frendship 
The Dutch haue Practised it this yeare to great aduantage and 
wer well receiued Our owne wannes might secure vs They 
must nde six monthes for wyndes, tyme enough to send all the 
goodes ashore by parcelles, and neuer to trust aboue one or two 


1 See p 285 2 Pnze. 

® “ Some of their best frendes here haue aduertised that, although 
they haue not giuen ouer the quarrell but will attempt our subversion 
m this place, yet they Confesse that their power here wilbe able to 
doc no good, hauing made expenence of their greatest force , but that 
they expect it from Lisbone, and to that end haue aduised and Peti- 
tioned the King of Spayne” (Roe to Pepwell, September loth, 1616) 

* See the Introduction ® See iMticasta's Voyages^ p 174 
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tacton *nd little comodllyc at once. They will not declare thdr 
treachery for trifles and I doubt not you might procure the 
Grand Sigmon Command to mecte them. If I baue any judge- 
ment iher b not any matter for your profltl of tuch Importance. 
Port Pequnua In Dengala you arc mirinfonned In Ther b no 
mart nor resort of Mcrchauntcs. It U traded by the PortogaUcs 
from Pegu with rubyci, topaucs and Saphlen , and retumes 
Ckrth, which u fyne, but too may bee furnish^ rrearcr hand. 
But If your factors require U I iritl send a JSmuwu 1 would long 
since ^ue done yt^ but was discouraged by the Consultatron at 
SuiatL* 


' See pp. 99, tSo, and J17 and also Roc’s later letter to the 
Company under date of Fehrtuty 14th, 1618 The following further 
entrm relating to ihh little known tndcavtmr of the Company to 
reach Denga) teem to be worth recording — 

“ConctTulor (heir [the Company’s] adulse for Port Pcquina [Sit 
gioQ^ In wWch the rortoga]tatescatcd.ifyoa write 1 will send downe 
mJbTrtarm, Dot I lett yoo first know inat they arc ill and faUly cn 
formed, for k will rent no Comodityc, Neythcr fi ihcr any Mart from 
Caihaya or Tartary bat a few I edahng fcllowes that Came Packes 
and their adtnse may be ceniared this only that joyne Indolstan as 
a Cuntry trading ihhher wbkh It a penenJl Name of all the land 
betveene ladui and Ganges of such a bnguage. It is true Dengala 
nukes fine Cloth, but the Company Need not send a factory to way 
that Comodlrye j they may many wayes be sopplyed at easier rates 
then to send a ship to yt, or passe u toe fan- ^ land, at thetr otme 
I ortes of Masobpaian and GureraiL For sugar It is Imc, not woonh 
bait, and the was ia no Henty TTie best comodure b a raw silke 
and Pret^ sTuffes made then^ which arc sould to Agra, but in small 
numbers." (Roc to the burnt factor*, November uih, 1616 
MS. bits, 1 135 ) 

‘^Tbc Port TOO named at Dengala, this AWw I spake with the 
SAMbaUfT and with in ould man that had beene Gouemor They 
protest k to bee an ill harbor tubiect lo the Portogall, for that Sata 
nm [CWttagongl where tlKy are planted 1500, h but another ouUett 
of the same rioer Yl U hi the protection of a Saf* scarcely in good 
wedience. Finally they wilbcglad of our Comming toe wee am bcate 
the PoTtD|a]| quite out j othenme, they say, wberas now they baoo 
qmett,tbe 7 r seas and irafiquewifbelntcrnjpt^ They gioenoe hope of 
nle, except of sptces ; nor Can warrant the transport to of them by 
lyuer to Agra. Yet vpon your nort, if you reMue I shall sett it 

t . . . ... ... jjithe 

1617 dbid. 

‘\^»ct^ng Dengala, I mooced Ibe fittne* of a residence to Locmi 
Andrinus (AnihenQli,see pp. 180,317] at Mesolapatan who yet gioes 
npe encooragmeat vpon any Certainty of the Place, but only wiibe* that 
u Such a ^rmmen be procured, It may bee sent oaerland to hmx, from 
wh«tt h^ Tse may be made ofyt, If any bee required. So that my 
jTirpose h to adiientnre for a CenenD Grant of trad rpon aD the 
Coast of Dengala, which, though I know k wilbo d en yed for tho 


1 wiu { inoogn 1 am resoiued 01 a repuiso beiore i 
great men are agamst ri." (Same to same, April 7th, 
t i8a) 
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You haue beene wrongd in here maynteyning needlesse fac- 
toryes, by making New wages and entertayning seruantes vnfitt 
and superfluous You w-ere much wrongd in the Hopes re- 
turne If I bee not misinformd, Priuat mens goodes were shippd, 
and your owne sent about by Bantam for W'ant of stowage For 
Indico I haue scarrd all men, professing you haue made a Persian 
law irreuocable that whatsoeuer is sent is forfeyted I can 
find many faultes, but you giue mee Power to mend non , so that 
I might hue at rest The dusiurta^ in all bought goodes (besides 
the brokars fee), which is due to the buyer, is a great matter 
The first is in Indico, two Ceare to a Mand , the second is so 
many Pice vpon a rupy when the account is Cast vp / a third in 
some Places at Payment is one vpon a hundred Which of these 
or what you receiue I know not , it is woorth your enquirye It 
will make in a few years two rich men 

Now I may a little speeke concerning my selfe First, for 
expence I send you a yeares account, wherin I haue traueld, kept 
you two howses (sometyme seuen and eight of your seruantes, 
their horses and Peons, euer four of them), built and repayrd , so 
reasonable that if you compare it with others I shall not neede to 
bragg of yt Two thinges I am sure of the example did dis- 
please some , and that the stewardship is honestly carried, 
weekly examined by mee, and euery Parcell by my order, and 
that you are not decerned of one Pice Next that, paying my 
mens wages all here (else they could not hue) out of my allow'- 
ance, and the desier to appeare handsome and Honorable abroad,® 
with liberahtyes not brought to your account, make mee soe bare 
that you neede not feare my trading nor growing nch The 
Kinges bountyes are rather Markes of honor then of Profitt I 
haue supplyed a yeare in presentes of myne owne stock and aske 
not to demmish yours a Penny in Indya All your other seruantes 
part not with a knife but at four for one ready Mony I 

shall not returne richer by 500/ for my stay, but in my honest 
deseart to you , which I will bring vnder good Certificatt and 
trust to you for recom pence I wall settle >our trade here secure 
with the King, and reduce it to order if I may be heard When 
I haue soe done I must plead against my selfe that an Ambas- 
sador hues not in fitt honor I could sooner dye then be subiect 


trouble like to Ensue by our dissention with the Portugall m those 
seas, yet it will occasion mee to fall lower to some fitt Port which the 
King may assigne, if hee will grant any , but I am dayly answered 
for the Comoditye wee bring wee hau too many already ” (Same to 
same, June 6th, 1617 Ibid , f 197 ) 

^ Hind dastiirl, “ that w'hich is customarj',” i e , a commission, fee, 
or allowance 

^ Forty seers went to the maund, and from eighty to a hundred 
pice to the rupee s See p 98 » 
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to ihc UauctTc the 1 cnian w content with. A meaner Agent 
woaU •mong ihete proud Moorct }>eticr effect your husinci. M> 
cjtulrty often for Ccrcmonjrcs cythcr Ircgcllcb you cnemje* or 
fuffen Tn*rootthc^Jr * Phe King hath often demanded an Am 
ba^sador from Spayrw but could ncuer obieync It for two 
reasons fint, be«u« they would not ghtc Presentes vnwoorthy 
their kinM grcalncs Scau they knew hli reception ahouW not 
•Mwetc nil qualcty I haue moderated It according to my dts- 
erttron, but with a twolne hart. Halfc my Chardg ihall corrupt 
all thii Court to bee your tUoei and I aiiurc you 1 can doc you 
better icrulce at borne and »o desire you to bid roec wdicome 
whenioeaer 1 come. 1 will not leauc your buiincs msctllcd nor 
wilfingU loose lyme to no purpose. I dcsicr you will examine 
my action! and accept my endearours, and bciceuc my hart tt 
sincere to doe icrulce- 

Pcittmft —The best way to doc your bunncs In thn Court Is 
to find some Mogol that you may cnlertcyne for tooo nyvn by 
the Tcarc as your aoliotor at Court. lice must bee authonsed by 
the King, and then hec will better leiue you then ten Ambassadors. 
^ ndcf him you must allawc 500 ra/tr/ for another at your Port 
to follow the Gouemorand Customen and to adncrtisc his Cheefc 
at Court These two Will effect alt 

Concerning Pnuai trade, my opinion Is you absolully prohibit 
yi and cxecoie forfctiutc, for your builnes wfn>e the better done 
AH your Jots fi not in (he go^es brought home. I ace here the 
Incom'cnfcnccs you thinck not off 1 know this ts harsh to atl men, 
and •cemes hard Men professe they come not out for bare 
wages, ^ou shall akc away the Plea if tou resolue to glue rery 
good to mens Content then you know what you part from. Bui 
you must make good Choyce of your senunten and use fewer 

1 hare drancke water this ii Monihta, and Nothing eU. 
Rack* 1 cannot endure, and your cirofig waters 1 would not meddle 
With. I hoped you would haue sent mec a Pdee* of sryne but 
now It ts to late to wiih. Tryc a Cup or two of my liquor In a 
Morning next your hartes a^ then you will remember mec.^ 
Rut I hope you wHI send for me home by the Next expected 
flecte, the Chardge being more then my cmploymcnl can Memtt, 
and therfoTc I be^ none now though I could bauc beene Pleasd 
dmt yosrr seruantes aboord, that make reiy Meme, had afforded 


* See p, up. 

* Amdc, which of course could be had b plenty 

* A cask. “ Home, Lance, and strike a fre^ piece of wine 

(Ileaamoot and Fletcber’i T%om v 8, quoted In Nam* 

Ghtutrj) 

* Aoolher comJbrt Roe bad missed was tobacco. He had expected 
to receive some from his friends by the fleet j but, this faillnp he 
wrote to PepsrelJ to buy him m sopj^y “sweet, but not very ttroog 
some four or fire pounds, not cscce^p lat. the pound 




352 


THE EMBASSY OF 


[l6l6 

mee some When I was aboord the lyon, it was an Errand from 
Surat to Come to drinck , but I am fair from the well. ^ 

November 25 — Six Course Hither Came Master Crow- 
ther from the Carauan despeeded from Agra, of whom I 
receiued that the Plauge was violent, and that the last bills 
were made vp to be payd at 45 days sight, so that they 
were enforced for dispatch to giue so many Jangters^ for 
their owne mony That by the last of Nouember the 
goodes was like to passe by Adsmere Which made me 
resol ue to stay to speake with some of them, and to send 
my lettres and Papers for England with more safetye. 

To Sir Thomas Smythe 
(I O Records O C, No 410*) 

From the way, midnight, 

November 27, 1616 
Sir, 

An hower after I had sealed my lettr to you^ in the way, the 
long expected Messenger retumd from Spahan, whom I dispatchd 
with my lettres ouer land, and with one to the Shabas , in answer 
of which William Robbins returnd mee a lettre, the matenall 
poynts wherof I send you ^ He promiseth hope of trade to pro- 
flStt, but withall sayth Sir Robert Shirly hath confirmd at Goa a 


1 Enclosed in the letter is the note already mentioned of goods fit 
for presents or for sale at the court These include table-knives, 
swords, gilt armour, precious stones, cloth of gold, looking-glasses, 
arras, pictures, wine (“ strong waters are vnrequested now”), dogs, 
ostnch plumes, silk stuffs (“ but no blew it is the Coulor of Mourners” 
— cp Terry), and “ generally, any rare knack to Please the eye. These 
people are very Curious and can judge of woorkemanship well , but you 
must fitt them with lanety, for they are soone Cloyd with one thing ” 

An undated copy of this list m the I O Records has been wrongly 
assigned to March, 1618, in the Calendar of State Papers {E Indies), 
1617-21 (p 145) 

“ Jahclngfr rupees, / those coined since the accession of Jah^n- 
gfr, and consequently beanng his name The rupees of the reigning 
monarch were reckoned worth a little more than those of his 
predecessors (Ovington’s Voyage to Surat, p 220) Biddulph, in a 
letter to the Company, dated February 15th, 1618, values the Jah^n- 
gfr rupee at ^s 6d , while Roe, about the same date (see O C , 
No 610), calculates it at is yd 

^ This is the original, in Roe’s own hand There is a copy 111 
Addl MS 6115, f 149 

* Of the same date (not pnnted) ® See p 340 
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pace »rrth Oic N'iceroy Rat, Sir ihe lummc \\ this eicq« 
the bec ti'yrd lhai wee will fetch til hb comodjrtjre by 

SeXy he win not looic hU other wiyrr and thu ihipp now tent 
In the hate of hU eipccuiion, with tuch pooda u are not 
nlaunp to Hm will dnpnce our prat promhea and hopei. If 
her UVe any dnlike and ihlncht Ihit K our ultmnt, or at Icatt a 
ttropic of cur bat comodityca, hce will meet ri quite, and cast 
offaU thoopht of r», andqthrr the morcconslantlyrciolue topjc 
ihcrouph With the *ipanlird or to trukc I ace with the Tutke, 
One of them he must doc U 1 had bre n t made ptiuy to the 
rorposci of ytrur scruant* at Suntt In wndmg a ship to Josqaea, 
I ccmld haue preucnicd the haurd they runne but you may r»ow 
seethcTfhisl, and bek of retpetrt to mce. If I left them as they 
ate, it were }uil but 1 am to account to you, and ihcrforr by the 
aiibtance of thn Fmbaiudof I will sprrfcly wnie to the kyng, 
and certefye him the reason of this ships armiall, that was not fitted 
for Penb, but only putt In to see the port, and to show our for 
wardnci. 1 «sn cntrai a contract for trade, that silkc may bee 
sent dosrnc for tryall and that these pMdes may bee tented, and 
that hee wilbe plasd to prae mee dircciioni for such bding as 
wjfl fill him. 

Two thmgrs 1 wamc you of In ihh trade , that to brtep stj 
year poodes, and fetdh downc thein at yw own ehardga 
a thouund mile I fynd by apcncTTCC heart will eate rp 
tour pnsffiti and thooph the hart of 1 enU bee quieter and 
better Gooemed, yet the way to Jasqua is ihorouch Lar that is 
scarce fn pood obedience, and suWret to the robbcjyc* of the 
Baloochcs. Therfore all canans most haue prat piardes of 
horse, and thts mam the trafique of merchanies and laues it 
only fill for the Kyngt power to effect. The second thing b 
that you bee not engaged at Jaiques In the same trouble and 
Chardges you arc at In buratt hor 1 am epfonned the roade Is 
woorsc, open to Orrous, not abooc 5 kaopt distant, soc that you 
mutt be enforced to maytiicyne a ffeetc for defence of the trader 
or harard her yaily These two contlderailom made nice doubt 
full of sendmg yet wher was so small ground of profilt, or if any 
h b not wooTth ChanJpes and whensocuer the Turke and Per 
sian make Pace (for their warn arc loo monslnious to continew), 
ihb trade wtlbe agaync dnicrtcd, for the Turke win not make 
any conclusion but with the liberty of the free and andent enter 
course of trade. And obsenic one ihmg well The parts ol 
l*cnia that rent cloth, which in Steeles judgement will not ex 
cced 500 a yearc — a small matter — and the rest witbc expected 
to be scppl^ In roony are the same that produce the dike, and 
are nearest Torky as Gordgestan and GUan j and to those parts 
doth can be brought chaper hj Aleppo then by Jtsquta^ the 
▼oyadgeat sa ana land both shorter; and consequently sOke 
wul retume chaper the same way and that In tyme will tome 

A A 
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back the pasbadgc But I would not discourage you in that I so 
extreamly desir, but only lett you know that wee seeke yt not 
right from England nor with English Comodytyes , for it will 
never bee a trade excpt you can vndertake for a great quantetye, 
•wherof the numbers of cloth speecifycd will not bee an Eighth part 
And I cannot learne that any thing in England ^vill succour yt, 
but that it must rise from the Sowthward, by Calhcoes, bafioes^ 
bhashes, spices, Rubies of Pegu, and such like, ^vlth some mony 
The vse [\\hich] can bee made with you of this ship is that, seeing 
Sir Robert Shirly hath beene stayd at Goa by Godcs prouidence 
this yeare, that his Majestie wilbe pleasd to command his Em- 
bassador resident in Spayne to be attentiuc vpon the arnuall of 
bhirly, that \\hen hee hath dehuercd his message (which I assure 
you he had instructions for before his comming out of Europe), - 
he may require an audience, and take notice of the Persian ouer- 
ture, and require the Kyng of Spayne in the name of his Majestie 
not to prejudice the subiects of England by this new contract, 
for that the Persian hath already, by his command sealed, geuen 
them free trade, and vpon assurance therof you haue sent a ship 
that It is a free kyngdome, and if the peace or leauge bee made 
to the expulsion of our Nation, it is a just occasion of breach, at 
least a great discurtesye , and withall to declare that, if they pro- 
ceede to exclude vs, they must resolue of a warr in that quarter, 
for if they* cannot trade like Merchantes, they^ will like men of 
warr, and then perhaps our share may bee as good as theirs 
Thus will I tamper with the Sha-bas, to keepe him from a re- 
solution , for, whatsoeuer your factors thmeke, I am peremptory 
m opinion all is lost and in vayne vntill the issue of Shirleys 
imployment bee broken, and a Contract made for an ample trade 
to come downe to the Port at the Persians chardge , for all the 
silke lb his, and whensoeuer hee can bee sure to pass >t any way 
but by 1 urky, hee will readely embrace yt This is my opinion, 
which I submitt to you , and, howeuer your factors loue to runne 
without mee, I will looke out to mend their faults and, like patient 
Job, pray and sacrifice for them, as he did for his sonnes whiles 
they banquetted 

'Ihis leager^ m Spahan i\as Arnold Lulls seruant, and Ibeleeue 
is out with his master He hath noe matter in him, but language, 


^ A kind of calico (Pers bdfta, “woven”), made prinapally in 
Broach and the surrounding district 

' Compare a passage m a letter from Roe to King James, 
November 28, 1616 (f 152) “I mdge that the suddeyne entertayn- 
ment of the ouerture, soe Contrar)' to the resolution in beeing, arose 
out of some assurance and instructions brought by Shirly out of 
Spayne.” 

^ “You” in the copy 

* William Robbins, of whom see p 128 “ Leiger” (one who “lies” 
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fn lhat 1 tbir>ckcno tngluh roan cqnalU him — French, Spamah, 
Italun Turkish, Penan, and tome other*. I tnnt him not touch, 
for that he Ij Shiriye* Procurator but yet 1 fynd he would faync 
Intemt Wmaelfe into your terulcc, hopinc to to compourtd and 
to returne to hb countryc hy your creditt, and to that end 1 
thmckehe would dclmer vp all ^irlyes buainet into my bosome 
and betray him. But he b not woonh )t only I show you what 
TK you rray make of hhn if you picaae 

AVtv//r^r28. — Master Young* amued with tthom I had 
much Conference about the Inconucnicnccs of passing 
downe our goodes ao late, 10 incommodiously on Camellcs 
at »o terrible Chardg , whenn I found lhat only this par 
cell of goodci, b> the residence of factors \*nncccssarny by 
wages of PtoHs by hyre of Camdles and other duties, be 
sides Customes on the way and the damage in condition by 
falls and other Inconucnicnccs, with new horse and cxpcncc 
on the way would cost 500 [/;] starling but It was to 
Ute to remedye It and wherein he that deucred refortna 
tlon, was Condemned of Ignorance and Crossd in J)b parti 
cular tifayrea. 

NMUibrr 3a — The Carrauan amued at Adsmerc. The 
factors and a Polaclc, who with diuers fardics of Indico 
With two Italians kept Company to sell it at Suratt, 
Came to my Tents, wher I diipatchd my leltres and sett 
forward. 


■broad) wu often applied to & reildenl ambauador u opposed 
Iv • tempoTBry rolulon. Cp Mensurr f$r A/fttsvrr 

tord ADfelo, haviof^ aflairi to heaven. 

Intends you for fats swift anbassjuJor 
NVbere yoo shall b« an ercrlasdDf Wper 

* Robert Yooog one of the Agra factor* (*ee p ao8) In a letter 
to the Company at this Uroc (3 CL No. 4t»), Roe notes that the 
fa rara n consisted of 170 camels, and pobits oat how much cheaper 
It woold hare been to empkiy carts instead. One cart would carry 
the loads of three camels, and snmld “ inarch ah day while a camel 
goa only for fire boors ; raoreorer the Uboor of coothmally packing 
*ad mipacking (with the rtaohant lots by theft or carelessness) wooW 
bearoided. 
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To Masier Slcreiary Wynwoode ^ 

{Addl MS 6iis, f 150) 

B rom the Camp of the Great Mogol, Emperour of India 

Nouember 30, 1616 

If my last,^ sent your Honour by the way of Aleppo, bee mis- 
carried, this present discourse wilbe vndependent and obscure, 
which causeth mee to send a transcript that you may Command 
from Sir Thomas Smyth How farre that dessigne of bnngmg 
in the Spaniard by Sheirly had proceeded, and my poore opinion, 
that will enforme , with the present estate of the warrs ther in pre- 
paration What hath succeeded, your Honour shall receiue that 
Sheirley was stayed at Goa, by falling short eight dayes of his 
passadge this past yeare, where he was entertayned with Honor 
and mayntenance^ which makes mee ludge his offers and negotia- 
tion IS gratious. The Shabas yet so dependes on that hope that 
hee Continewes the prohibition of exportation of silkes by Turky 
Some few dayes since, I receiued advise from Spahan that Sheur- 
ley hath Wntten to the King, that with much joy and ready em- 
bracement hee hath soe farre proceeded mth the Viceroy of Goa 
in a Conclusion of this league as his^ commission hath power, 
and that hee is ready to embarque for Spayne to accomplish fully 
If It proceed and take effect, I can make it euident that it im11 
reuiue and strengthen all the mines and decay es of the Portugall 
in the Indies, and make all other wauenng Princes accept them 
only I will not presse the consequence, wher it wilbe soe fully 
vnderstood 

The Shabas is in the feild at Salmas,® a villadge mdiffeirent to 
the wayes of Tauns or Gordgestan, attending the Turkes Generali, 
who, with a monstmous army (if it be not increased by fame) 
is encamped at Argerome, irresolute which of those two attempts 
hee shall beginn, beeing not aboue five dayes from the one, and 
ten from the other But these great Armies will dissolue of 


^ Pnnted by Purchas (voL 1, p 588), but without the name of the 
person addressed, and, as usual, with many errors and omissions It 
need scarcely be mentioned that Sir Ralph Winwood was Secretary 
of State from 1614 to 1617 

* Not extant, but no doubt sent m the packet despatched overland 
in the previous February (see p 128) 

® In the letter to King James already mentioned (p 354), Roe says 
that the Viceroy is stated to have given Sherley ten thousand crowns, 
with a further allowance of one thousand per month This report 
Roe believes “ not to bee punctually true, because it is Shirlyes owne 
glonous realation ” 

^ The Viceroy’s 

‘ Seep 340 “The Persians Armie is 180,000 strong, the Turks 
double” {Note in margin) 



<;ift TtioMvs Ron. 


357 


1616] 

^hem^uc^ and 1 am of opinion ihcf wilbc noc great effect of 
them, the wynter approaching and that they anil treaie a Peace, 
which the 1 ofkc inll f>et>cT embrace Injt with the opening of the 
trade and liberty of artaeni Commerce , which, though the I er 
jbn yeiW vnta yet If the Stianurd accept ht^ offer*, the liberty 
giuen the Turke wilbc vkic^ for that the lilke* »hall come 
downe to Ormut Itut 1 hope your Honor* will proent yt 
Cod hath prrmided you Irnwrc. 1116 King of I er*u lately cn 
qulrtd anew after the Engfoh, for hec i* indifferent what Chmuan 
hath the trade 10 that th< C rand'Signlor loo*c yU But hi* fir*t 
offer to the Spaniard will take hit tume and after wee may hare 
the leauingi. Wee hauc *cnt to jawTuo a *hln from otrr Port 
of Sorait with Ooth and RnglUh goods *0 mate the Gnl offer 
oftrcjidence andlogcti a kind of a pc^iel*lon. Per wher it 
wa* free to refuse or accept 'nlbc nowc an inlune to tome 
T* otJS Bering come vpon atturance of hU Ictue rccducd by mce. 
But though 1 did rwt Consent to the goeing of Ihli ihip, b^inc 
I knew both the Port trifitt the good* \-noendible and praudi 
ciall to the great rtpcdation and promises— which matte* me 
fcarc the Sha*ba« will despise r*, and judge *t by thit beginning 
arid *0 whh the more rourwncj eythtr conclude with the Spanurd 
or make Peace with the Torkc (for hit detslgne It eythtr wholy to 
draert the trade or nothing)— yet 1 will mend yt a* well aa I 
can, by the helpe of an Ambaisador btely amoed at thb Court 
who, I tuppost by hit humtliiyc, It come to gett ayd of mony 
in whkh kjtid hec often fyndet liberall rdeefes «tid ihii King of 
Irxla nm better «parc then any Monarch of the East 
The iduanlagc to bee made of yt In Engbnd 1* (if I may glue 
my opinion) that when Sir Robert Shelrley »haU antuc In Spaync 
wid negothi hb employment, the Amlmtador of hb Makstic 
f'tWeni may craue audience and produce the lettre* of the Per 
wn granted to u*' and srdge our potseaion of the Port, and 
iherfore rcipjier In the name of his Malctiy that In ihb new 
ooniraci ether the Engluh may bee comprrheoded or at least 
that nothing passe on the Part of the King of Spayite ptdudfoaU 
to the fublecti of his Malestfe, nor contrary to the aroety of the 
two nation*, kkliich If the Spaniard shall enterprise, to the 
^puliKm of us It U In my opinion (the trade beelng In a free King 
dome granted r») a juit cause of such a breach as may produce 
lettre* of mart and repnsall In all the Eastern Parti to right our 
**l®*** I wlU In the mcano tyroe amoic the Persian with a* 
o^y doubts as I can infuse Into him of the Spaniard, and hopes 
ofn. 

Court, which b nowe In the fclld towards the Conquest 
of Dttan (with an effcminat army filter to bee n ipoylc thw a 
terror to enemye*) I shall *0 tar effect my iroployment as to 


2 9 ’ I hart sent the Copye^ 
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confirme our trade and people on equall conditions to the 
Inhabitants and borne subjects, w ho suffer themselues abuses of 
Governors hich can neuer be remedyed but by an whole Change 
of the Regiment and forme of dominion For the Constancy I 
will no farther giue my woord then our owne prosperitye, and the 
others feare, and the Portugalls feeblenes shall confirme to vs 

Ihe trade is profitable and fit for England, but no way vnder- 
stood by the Company how to effect it at best aduantage, and 
yett we haue done little but discouer errors I haue no Power 
to meddle in that , but if I were at home tenn dayes, I could 
doe them better seruice then here now in ten years 'Po proue 
and demonstrate euery particular and Circumstance were rather 
the subiect of a booke then of a lettre Put I will doe my part 
euery way, ac( ording to my abilitje and judgment, faythfully and 
honestly 

Besides (though they may thinck I speake for myne own ends), 
I assure your Honor it is not fitt to keepe an Ambassador in this 
Court I haue shuffled better out and escaped and avoyded 
affronts and slauish Customes clearer then euer any did I am 
allowed rancke aboue the Persian, but hee out-stnpps mee in 
rewards , his Master lyes neere vs But his Maiestie comman- 
ded mee to doe nothing vnwoorthy the Honor of a Chnstian King, 
and noe reward can humble mee to any basenes I see what 
the Persian does and suffers I know one that might creepe and 
sue would effect more busines then I , for euery little matter can- 
not trouble the King, and his great men are more Proud, and ex- 
pect that from mee I cannot giue them The King of Spayne Could 
neuer bee drawne to send any, and their expenence hath taught 
them that, besides hee should not bee receiued in honor correspon- 
dent to his qualetye, they know an easyer way to effect their ends 
I shall not returne a rich man, and then many will condemne 
mee for want of Prouidence or witt to get yt , but they know not 
the Indies, nor mee , it growes heere in as rough wayes as in 
Europe I will trust to the Company, and to my mentt 

I could wnte your Honor may remarckable accidents in this 
Gouerment and Kingdome. All the Pohcye and wicked craft of 
the Diuill IS not practised alone in Europe , here is enough to 
bee learned, or to be despisd ^ But you haue not leysure to 
entertayne so forrejme discourses That Part which may bee 
woorth knowing — as the Proceedings of the lesuitts, the growth 
of their Church, the Commixture of this Kingdome with Europe 


^ In a letter to Pnnce Charles {^Addl MS 6115, f 129) Roe is still 
more emphatic on this point “All Cunning that the Diuell can teach 
IS frequent, eauen in the court, wher is wanting noe arte nor wicked 
subtility to bee or doe euill, Soe that, Companng the vices of some 
Cittyes in Europe which I once judged the Treasunes and sea of 
synne, I find them sanctuaryes and Temples in respect of these ” 
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bj trades, and the otlrts it embraces if I fjrrtd not kyiarc lo 
ptitl them Into mclhodc I will weary your Honor with them iiy 
a fire-s)tlc, In broken I’dcet, 

The Portopill 1 arsues « here with nolcnt hatred Iral God 
doth Chaslitc him, and hW I rtde sees it not The Admlratl 
(»4l1ton bound for Coa, a veiscll of fiftcenc hundred tunns, armed 
with *ue hundred men, faHmg amonq our fleetc o wnall iJiln 
haJed her afirr the Curtesr of the sea, which slice requited with 
lylcnce, cirejrt orhcrOrucnancc- llief ommanderorour flecte 
Benlamm Jo^h came ep with her and demamicd reason, but 
war retumd scomc so that hce Iwpann a fifthi, in which hce lost 
hb life A NewCommmion betinj* oticnctl, Humphry' lejiwcll 
wceeded him, to his JTace and icsolotion, with the losse of hh 
ere and erther hurls foupht entrll the ( allion hadnR her Mast 
snotl, ran ashoare on Comara, an Ibnd inhaliilcd Inr Moores, In 
the blltude of ii dej:Tecs,5i minutes whrr the (befall, l>on 
Emanueil dc Mcneses, with three hundred csca|>cd, Imt fired the 
ship. Shce was very rich, and the succor of India this ycare her 
(jMnpanlont were lent at uca, and on the 14 of October ihcru 
was DOC newes of any of them, whkh were three shqis.* HiK h 
the jrrealest diucter and dn^jnee cucr bcfcil them, for they ncucr 
lutrt thetf fleete in September nor I0M any such S'ctscll a* this, 
which was eateemed invincible and without suiiplrcs they pemh 
Mterlv The Iibndcn nfied the (»enefa1l and all hh folJowrn, 
and they ore since omued at <»oa mked and larc in the ( allKm 
of Motarabiquc, which had lflcwt\c I>eti>e danjicred by a Hoilan 
der but the neames of the 1 ort taued her All these conMdered 
mec thlnckes the Heauenes Consinrc the fall of the Portugall m 
this farter if his Malatie would be pleased to bend only hU 
Royall Countenance. But I shall (I hope) retume and not ea 
peel to see it effected In my lyme 

1 will intreat your Horior to preseruc my name In the Kings 
®emorie not for any worthynci, but on humlih. desire in ktuc 
W ro and that you wHbc pleased to accept of mT endeauours, and 
^ceme mec such as I am, one that loucaand Honon you and 
mat will pray ig Cod as the best expression of my affection, to 
jwrease you In all woorthy Honor and to blesse you with his 
Holy Spwitt 

P'S. — I htnnWy desire your Honor to doc me the buour to 
thanclc Sir ITromas Smyth in my behalfe, that he may fynde 
my giatitude in ray frends. 

Dctrmbfr i — remooued 4 Ctmrsr lo Ramsor" wher the 

j A mistake for ** Henry * Hot see note on p. 33S, 

Kamsar a town about miles SX. of Ajmere 00 the banks of a 
*ma]| Uke. 

In the map, the route taken 1^ the emperor has been laW down 
mamljr from the data invm hi the Tihift It in hnponslbie, bomrirr 
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King had left the bodyes of 100 naked men slaync in the 
fcildcs for robbery , and the Carauan at midnight departed 
Adsmcrc. 

December 2 — 7 Course 

December 3 — I rested, by reason of rayne. 

December 4 — 5 Course I ouertooke in the u ay a 
Cammcll laden with 300 mens hcadcs sent from Candahar 
by the Gouernor m present to the King, that were out in 
rebellion 

December 5 — 5 Course 

December C > — 4 Course Wher I oucr-tookc the King at 
a walled towne called TodalV m the best Countrj^ I saw 
since my landing, bceing a faire Champion, at cucric 
Course a \illagc, the soyle fruictfull in come, Gotten, and 
Cattle 

December 7 — The King remoouing, I sent for the Icsuitc 
and Communicated with him the lettrs rccciucd,- who 
undcrlookc the Conveyance and brake open that directed 
to Xauicr, as Ins sublegatt ; which concerned only the 
rccoucrj' of goodcs, prosecution of lusticc, and Constitu- 
tion of the factor}' \ndcr the sayd Ihoanni Gaheto, and 
mentioned that the Consutl of the English had vndertaken 
to procure my assistance, and to that end had sent Icltres, 
which I nciicr saw, and thought that, notwithstanding 
'uch promise made to his Partners, hcc would neythrr dm- 
cnvicr him*-clfc to mce nor that hcc durst not to them But 
finding my Coiintnman intcrcsscd in yt, I rcsolset! that 
(ialicio should rcpajre to Court, and furnish hinnclfr with 
\ hat ti-tcmony he Could concerning Boncllis estate ; and 
in requiring lusticc of the King. I would te’tef>c with him 

U) !-" * q -f"-- <•/ ill-- p’jifr-v mcrtfiirrU In a iiuffh 1’**“ d ’ 
ll " f r« c-’r-i vtrr .i\o at*! ttf- caifiji* w-f-r r ' '■n f trA 

"fi' • -"r )- 1 .t- -nV-atiV t-Iifh, ii I’ll! 0 ( ' 

2f rn 

If jj } -' Cy t S \V cif Jaip r i'''; I t f < 

A f-f* I' ) 1 1 



iHclc. llui ihl» cmcnll ihal mine »nd 

di»tmcilMi catr» \-p nlL I of *lnct ihc rfopnrt)‘c of all 
l« entne to the Vine nun lalo carr for I'arlicuUr? «> 
iKal fn cucry PUcr o|i)Ka(r» the ^-a^tationt and »po) les of 
»»rr iriihooi rcparalion 

I fccciued lcttr« from Adjmere that the 
CVr/tni// ofTcf ed to turnc the factor* and our ijoodes out of the 
hooic qluen vt which the) rc*t*tctl. 1 had not visited the 
kin;; but dispatchd a Icttrc to Aiaph Chan for hi* pro- 
hibition who was pone 3 Cevrsf to hunt, and a note from 
him would sufTiec. My roessenRcr mctl him on the wa> 
ridtnp in lia>t to the klnp but [he] dcslcrcd mec at nipht to 
come tn the Gwtbtlkhnn Which I did and was well s*scd 
and cntcfta>'ned but first demandeil what present 1 had at 
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my New Comminp, and answcering none, hcc proceeded 
to ordinary questions of hunting I found his Maicstic so 
necre druncke (which hee finished within halfe an howcr), 
that I had not oportunityc to mouc busines to him. He 
sate by a fier in furrcs by a Tanckc sydc Here I mctt 
the Persian Embassador, who telling mee a long tale in 
his language, I answered in English, much to our mutuall 
edification , but I putt into his hand a Copy of his masters 
Command for the commerce of our Nations, and at parting 
made him vnderstand I desird a Conference 

December — In the morning I sent to him, that I would 
visitt him according to my offer and confer vpon some 
busines which concernd his Master, but that hce had ne- 
glected that Ciuilitye which I expected, or, if he durst not 
speake with mee, I would advise the Shabas of his fashion 
towardes mee He returned answer hee had beene in noe 
faulte, but the incomoditye of the lourny and the forme 
of this kingdome had hindered him to performe that was 
fitt, but entreated mee to come to his tents on the morow, 
which curtesye he would repay whensoeuer I called him, 
and hee would effect any desier of myne toward his master, 
and in all thinges further the ametye hoped for betweene 
our Soueraynges 

I went to Asaph chan, and after mutuall Complementes 
and offering me a roome in his quarter (which I accepted 
off without purpose to vse yt, for that it is impossible to 
obserue limitts soe strictly as to avoyde quarrelles, which 
dayly happen about them), I desiered his warrant for the 
Continewance of our house in Adsmere, which hee in- 
stantly wrote and signed, and I dispceded I ac- 
quaynted him with the faire and Noble vsadge of his bro- 
ther-in-law, the Gouernor of Cambaya,^ which hee tooke 
gratefully, assuring mee that all the Ports and officers in 


> *500 pp 329 332 
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h!< MatestN dommlon^ had order to entreat frcndl) 
and to protect vt from Inlurj If wee dreew not occasion 
\*pon ourscluea b> mlsdcmranor 

Returning 1 veined the Leitar nhich is one of the 
utKmdcr* of mj little cxpencnce that I had scene yt 
finished and sett up in 4 how er* (except some of great men 
that haue double proufsion) the Circuill bccing little lessc 
then JO 1 ngllsh mile, the length M>mcwa>‘cs 3 Couru com 
prchendlng the skirtes and [In?] the middle, wherin the 
street! arc order!) and tents Jo) nd arc all sorts of shopes 
and distinguished so b) rule that eucry man knowes 
rcadel) were to sceke his wants, cuer> man of qua 1 e^*e 
and cucr) trade bccing limited how farr from the kinges 
tentes he shall Pitch what ground hcc shall v'sc, and on 
what sjde without alteration which as it l)*cs logithcr 
ma) cqaall almost an) townc In hurope for greatncju 
Onl) a muskett ihoot cucr) wa) no man approcheth the 
A/dtetanJia* ro) all which Is now kept so strict that none 
arc admitted but b) name, and the l) me of the Durhar In 
the cueningc Is omitted and spent In hunting or hawking 
on tanckes b) boatc, in which the king takes woondcrfull 
delight, and his barges arc remooued on Cartes with him 
and hcc sitls not but one the syde of one which arc many 
t)mnc* a mile or two oucr At the Jnrrvco in the Morning 
hcc it scene, but busines or speech prohibited All Is con 
eluded at night at the Cuutehan when often the t)mie is 
preuented by a drowzlncs which pcss[c*}clh his Maiestie 
from the fumes of Backut. 

Ther Is now a great whisper in Court about a new affini 
t) c of bultan Corsoronne and Asaph chan and great hope of 
his liberty I will fynd occasion to discourse it, for that the 
Passages arc \*cry \roorthy and the wdsdomc and goodrves 
of the king appeares abouc the malice of others, and Nor 


‘ See p. 30a 
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mahall fullfill[s] the obseruation that irt all acti6ns bf Con- 
sequence in a Court, especially in faction, a woman is not 
only alwayes an ingredient, but commonly a Principall 
drugg.and of most vertue , and shee showes that they are 
not incapable of Conducting busmes, nor herselfe voyd of 
Witt and subtiltye It will discouer a noble Prince, an ex- 
cellent wife, a faythfull Counceller, a Crafty stepmother, 
an ambitious sonne, a Cunning fauorite all reconciled by 
a Patient king, whose hart was not vnderstood by any of 
all these ^ But this will requier a Place alone, and not to 
bee mingled amonge busmes, which this day I r^ceiued 
from Suratt, of extreame iniuryes offered our Nation and 
new broyles beg^nn to the hazard of our Peace , but as 
they only send mee Complaynts, and deteyne the Presents 
which should enable mee to effect their redresse, so they 
mingle their, owne greuances with confession of misurable 
misdeameanors Committed by the disorder of themselues, 
which noe warning of myne I see can prevent when such 
liberty is giuen to all saylors and base rascalls to dishonor 
and disquiett vs Besides, I find not the Principall free 
from all blame and occasion, for by want of Judgment and 
opinion of liberty neyther granted nor fitt for them to 
vse, they mcurr iust displeasur, and, yt breakes out into 
fury on both sydes , for the officers as fast^complayne of vs 
as wee of them, and desier mee to send a sober discreet man 
to gouerne our Nation, which I haue noe power in , so that 
1 cartnot tell at what end to beginn The Prince is abscent , 
our enterpreter cast off , myselfe without Presents or toong ® 

1 On the 30th of the preceding month Roe had written to Lord 
Pembroke that he hoped to reduce his observations “ into a meethood, 
and though this kingdome almost concern? not Europe, yet the His- 
torye may, as well as some of those that are farther remooued by tymes 

E ast, and for subiect perhaps as woorlhy ” It is to be regretted that 
e never found the time to carry out his intention 
“ “ Jaddow hath refused the wages assigned by you and in our 
greatest neede forsaken vs, and I am soe without any linguist that I 
cannot answere the King what it were a clock The Plauge is at 
Agra in extreame violence, and this loumy a worse Plauge to mee, 
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Yet I doubt not once more to rcojncilc this brawle to Con 
tent of all sydes, if they please not to it on cuery occasion 
This rule I cucr lay v.'cc can ncucr Hue without quarrcll 
(which ingendreth often greater stnfes and the innocent 
suffer indifferently with the guilty) \TitiIl our Commanders 
take order that noe man come to Sumtt but on lust occa 
sion and of Cluill Carnage, and the Cape Merchant so 
moderate such as come that, for the glory of open house, they 
giuc not liberty of cxccisc and dnncldng For what Cluill 
Town will endure a stranger by force to open in the strcctcs 
the close Chayres* whenn thdr wcomcn arc Camed (which 
they take for a dishonor equall to a raulshmcnt)? * 

Dectmber 12 — I dispatchd the Patanmr back for Suratt, 
wth order to direct the expected Coffcla to Court the 
shorter wa) Concerning their Complaynt, I wrote to the 
Gouemor and Admiral! to glue speed) e redresse, or to 
expect such issue as the kings lusUce would alToord met. 
Mcanes to enforroe the king I had none for want of our 
solicitor and linguist With him I sent a lettrc from the 


who vcAkened by many Cnnies. decay m my itresftb and am by 
flaxes vnSu for iraiKll or tbe felldes ; and, which is yet more trouble, 
•ome, am sicker in mynd. —Roe to horot, De^mber 13, 1616 
bfs 6115 f 155). 

Tbe differeoce with broker seems to have bceti smoothed over 
for Roe on the 14th sent on urgeat message to him. asd he rejoined 
him on the 14th. * Dootta 

’ Tbe letters from Surat referred to will be found in the I O Ke 
cords, under date November 18 smd so, 1616. They record sereral 
qaarrids between tbe EngUsh and the natives. One of these was 
aused by a tailor “ who (out of Iraoroncc, not knowmr tbe costom) 
stopped and opened a dawUd in tne street to see what it contayned, 
but, selng therin a woman, desrited from farther wrongc and lett It 
pas^ Another whreh M to a not, Mrsonal violence to Kemdge, 
and a strict boycott of the factory was due to a bdl turret which had 
been erected on the English hoase the matter was settled by its dU* 
mantlement ^et a tblra was brought about by the action of the 
Enclish Admiral. Some Portuguese frigates hovenng at the mouth 
of the nver seized a nadve vcsm laden with wateT.<3iBks belonging 
to the EogUih, whereapoo PepWell seized a vessel leaving Sarat, 
which he b^cved to be Portuguese pr op ert y This was much re 
tented by the natives, and the Enghsn actoiy 
tmtn tbe prize was farrcndeied. 


actoiy was again boycotted 
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Prince Commanding his officers to Certefye by the 
Customers booke the debt of Zulphecarcon, which I could 
not procure from our owne factors 

December 14 — I sent a Patamar to Adsmere to hasten 
the Comming of ladow 

December 15 — Master Fettiplace arriued at the Ic'^kar 
from Agra, beeing out of busines and leaning Master 
Shallbanck with the goodes, who determined to lock up 
the house and to remooue to P'ettipoore^ for the vehement 
rage of the Plauge, Now their next neighbowre 

December 17 — Master P'ettiplace departed to Adsmere 
to rema> ne with the goodes 

December — I visited the king, who having beene at 
his sports, and his quarry of foule and fish lyemg before 
him, hee desired mee to take my Choyse, and so distri- 
buted the remayner to his Nobihtye I found him sitting 
on his throwne, and a begger at his feet, a poore silly ould 
man, all ashd, ragged, and Patched, with a young roage 
attending him With these kinde of professed Poore holy 
men the Country aboundes, and are held in great reuer- 
ance , but for woorks of chastisment of their bodyes and 
voluntary sufferings they exceed the bragges of all heri- 
tiques or Idolatres This miserable wretch, clothd m raggs, 
crownd with feathers, couered with ashes, his Maiestie talked 
with about an hower, with such familiarity and show of 
kindnes that it must needes argue an humihtye not found 
easely among kinges The begger sate, which his* sonne 
dares not doe Hee gaue the king a Present, a Cake, ashed, 
burnt on the Coales, made by himselfe of Course grayne, 
which the king accepted most willingly, and brake one 
bitt and eate yt, which a daynty mouth could scarce haue 
done After hee tooke the Cloutc and wrapt it vp and 
putt m the poore mans bosome and sent for 100 rupee';, 


' I'.ilchpur Sfkn, 23 miles vest of Agni 
- I he Kind’s (cp p 419) 
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»nd tthh hi< ou-nc hindct potvercd them Into the poorc 
man< lap and what fell besides gathered \'p for him When 
hli Collation of banqueting and dnnek came w'hatsocucr 
hec tookc to cate hec brake and k^tic the begfjer halfc 
and after man) »tran^c humiliations and Charct>cs nilng 
the ould wretch not beeinR Nimble hec tookc him xqj in 
hi* armca which noc Clean!) bod>c durit hauc touchd 
cmbradn;j him and 3 t)*mc\ la>inj, his hand on hi* hart 
callmj; him father hec left him and all v's and me in ad 
miration of such a drtuc in a heathen I’nncc.* Which I 
mention with cn\')*c and aorrow that wee ha\nnk the true 
>*>*nc should bnn;, forth Crabber and a bastard stock 
grapes that either our Christian Princes bad this dcuotiem 
*>T that thi* /calc were puldcd b) a true Iq^hl of the 
GospclL 

l)ftfinb^r 7 \ —I recciued from Amadavaa of their dis 
patches for the dcctc, as full of Compla)*nLs that they are 
kept in fffnoranccas | and that the) conve)'eda Command 
sent b) mec for their redresse to buratt which I doubt 
not will appease all troubles. 

DfCfiiihfr 23-— ncinR ihort about 3 Counts of a Cilly 
called Rantcpoorc,* whcf it was supposed the kinp would 
rest, and consult what ira) to take, hec suddcnl) turned 
toward Mandoa,* but without declaration of an> resolution 
in my ludgmcni rather sent that wa) b) the fearc of the 
Plaugc In Agra then any desire of approaching the wirr 


' JtbisdrhadafvpcniIlk)aimpectfordcs'Dtcc«,ao<)inhHmermMrt 
lays »trc*» on the brjjc nomber be had vluled and rdievtd A* re- 
corded Uicf (p. jSo), at U^ala he made a special escnrsloQ to see the 
•Sorrdj/Jadrof I and lira years aAcr «bilc on h)s way from Ahmad 
ttstd to Agra, be ixpeatra his rlsh. Coryai mcntloos “a oijtome 
of thh King who, sleeping in bis UuiU'OIm often when bet avakes 
in ibe riighi, bis great men (escept ihost that watch) being retired 
caU for ctruine poort and old men, making them -dt by hbn srith 
many questions and bmtllar speccbes passing the time, and at their 
dcparlare doatlics them and gnnes them bountlfull Aimes, whaUococr 
they demand, telDog the money Into tbtlr hands” (/’imr4*r voL I, p.6ot). 

* Kanihambbor a Am hi lalpor state, on an Isolated rock. 

’ Mandu or Mandogarfa, aes^bed on p. 591 
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for wee marched euery other day only about 4 Courses, 
with a baggage almost impossible to bee ordered 

December 24. — I receiued from Adsmere that the factors 
•Contmewed in their house and that our brookar laddow 
was m the uay , for whose arriuall I deferred my intention 
of moouing the king to heare the busines of the seuerall 
Complaynts from Suratt , for a rediesse by firmaens from 
the Pnnee is but momentary and scarce effectuall laddow 
my enterpreter arriued, and wee made new contract 
December 25 — I rested 

December 26 — Wee Passed thorough woodes and over 
Mountayns, tome with bushes, tyred with the incomodi- 
tyes of an impassible way, wher many Camells perished 
Many departed for Agra, and all Complayned I lost my 
Tents and Cartes, but by midnight wee mett The king 
rested two dayes, for that the leskar could not in lesse 
tyme recouer their order, many of the kings voemen, and 
thowsandes of Coaches, Carts and Camells lyeing m the 
woody Mounta} nes without mcatc and water, himselfe gott 
bye on a small Eliphant, which beast will Clime vp rockes 
and passe such streightes as noe horse nor beast that I 
know can follow him 

I receiued answere from Suratt full of dispute, but no 
certeyntye, neither of the expected Presents nor conclusion 
of Zulphecarcons debt, nor busines of moment With it a 
lettre from Captain Pepwell much Complayning of disres- 
pectes towardes him, of the Cape Merchanntes obstinacye, 
and of opening and deteyning his lettres of aduise sent to 
mee, his opinions of his future voyadge by want of stock, 
and requiring my opinions what Course to runne if enforced 
as a man of warr I dispatched a Packett to Amadauaz 
December 29 — ^Wee sate by the riuer of Chambett^ 


1 The Chambal, one of the pnncipal tnbutanes of the Jumna, nses in 
MAlwa, near Mhow, and after a north-easterly course of 650 miles 
flows into the mam n\er btlow Etawah 
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Jttnnary \ tCiG<i7 — ! *cnl to Awph chan to acquaynt 
him wUh the Inland of SuretL 

3— Ucc promneU to wnlc to the Prince but 
ddJcrtd Conference tvilh me. 

January \nltcd A\aph chan and propounded to 
him the <ab<Uncc of the Compla>*nti the taking; a Por 
lun^Il fncolC* the reason and the prdiurc of SulUn Ca 
ftmni ofTiccrv to dcUucr back. Ilec went* from hU v.-oord 
to cntcfmcddlc in the Pnneo Couerment but if I would 
pret^ him bee would make Pciillon to the kln;^ but 
adul«cd mce to wal;:h it well the necd^itlc of the Pnnecs 
fauour (which het would v-ndertake not acqaa)*ntcd 
with thii New brawlc) that If 1 comp)a)mcd I might 
pcthapci procure wmc Chcckc to the Pnnee but wilhall 
the butinen would Come to examination and our ownc 
faaUc 5 would bee reckoned and obiected the Is^ue of tudg 
ment doubtfall and the I nnee would rtma)‘nc an vTirc 
condlcd Fnemy ! ans^-ered I had forethought all this, 
and wai at unwflifng to Complaj'tilc* as hec could bee 
but that the dcrscasc was auch as required a dcspcrai 
remed) but if In his wjtdom hce uould direct mcc in a 
better Course, I was read) to follow > 1 . This I did because 
the lniur>xs beeing pcrsonall they wore recanted and re 
concilcd and my aduertisementes were w>c In and out that 
I knew not whether the) ss'ishcd accusation or no and wee 
[were?] mingled not only with confusions [confessions?] of 
our ownc mlsdcmcanora, but with intimations of greater 
Uyed to Ihdr Chardge, which though dcn>*cd >tI thej 
feared would bee lustir>cd b> penury a small faulte among 
moorcs. Aiaph chan rcplycd hce was \try glad to see mcc 
Inclinable to a qulctt way, and though hec would not write 
yet hce thus aduised That for the boatc and goodcs taken 


* See Dole on p )6j. 

* Probably we sKotw read ** He said that be went. 
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wee should keepe her, for the Portugals having begunn the 
Iniury, it was reason wee should requite it, and no excep- 
tion should bee taken at it , the Couetousnes of the Princes 
officers for some bribe was the reason of the remanding it, 
not any fauour to them } for the Complayntes hee wished 
mee to stay vntill the Presents arriued, and at their de- 
liuerie to the king to aske leaue to goe to Brampoore to 
visitt the Prinnce, and, without mentioning particular 
offences, craue his lettre in generall tearmes to Command 
his sonne to receiue mee, to heare mee in what soeuer I 
desired, and to doe Justice to our Nation, suffering none to 
doe them force, and to grant what farther Priuiledges I 
should fittly propound , which lettre hee would procure, and 
such a Course would signifie my respect to the Prince, to 
whom I should, with some fitt present, deliuer a breefe of 
all Complaynts , and having procured such lustice as I 
desired and settled my busines with him, I might returne 
to Court m double grace, and hee would write with mee to 
procure me Content This Councell was such as I had 
taken before m myne owne Purpose with little difference, 
and such as necessitye showed mee to bee the right way , 
for I had experience by a Portugall what issue of Com- 
playntes against the Prince would follow, formall remedy 
but full rcuenge , and seeing it was necessarie that I must 
visitt him, I was loath to exasperat him against my well- 
come, and I found that if my occasions would haue per- 
mitted mee to giue all my attendance and respect to him, 
delintrc ainbitiosuin, I should easiely Compasse him , so 
that I resolued to spare him as much as I could, and by 
myne owne trauell ouercum that I could not doe by oppo- 
sition, and thus sett forward my purpose , that the king was 
declared for Mandoa and the Nobilitye sent all in hast 
to build, which bccing but 8 dayes from Brampoore, it was 


* The Portuguese 
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as Rood as to sitt Jn the feddes, and In that tyme I might 
proiildc a house b) the kinges fauour or buyld it if Con 
straj ned 

At Noone I Wsitcd the Persian Ambassador bccing the 
6rJt tyme cylher of our Icysurs u’ould permitt yt lice re 
cccucd mcc with great respect and Curtesy After Com 
picmentes I generally propounded the settling of a trade, 
the conditions xs‘cc required the Comodit>c to his Master 
and our forvi^ardncs In sending a ship this >'car to lasqucs 
vpon his Masters Jinnaat Hcc ansv.'crcd mcc that his 
king greatly affected the commlng of the Christians, espe 
clallj the English but that Shlrly was now sent to make 
offer of the I'ortes to Spaync.* But vndcrstandlng from 
mcc some Inconvxnicnccs, wee rcsolucd to dtspeed a Post 
to the Shabas, and hcc required mcc to propound my 
dcsiers in writing and hcc w'ould send them hU Master 
os well to procure the salles of the Cloth now landed as to 
pfouldc in future fora htt Cargazon and residence on both 
Parts. lice made mcc a banquett of ill fruictcs, but bccing 
a good fellow It appeared well In his Curtesyes hcc ex 
cceded all my entertaynment in India, raylcd at the Court, 
at the kinges officers and Councell and vsd a strange 
libcrtyc. 1 answ'crcd that I meddled [not ?] in ccncurc of 
other mens busines I desired to effect m>Tie ownc. Hcc 
offered to bee my linguist, dcsicrcd mcc to Pitch my tentes 
by him and whatcuer 1 would propound to the king hce 
would dcliuer assunng race the king had diuers tymes 
made honorable mention of mcc, and expressed a desire 
to glue mcc all content I seemed to accept of these 
fauours, but suddenly knew not howc to trust them but 
determined to Consider it, for It appeard a faire way and 

‘ The Ambassador added ibal, with a view to provide for the doe 
reception of any Enshsh ships that mlt^fat arrive, the Shih had sent a 
povemoT to Jflshak “to rc-cde6e the Casiell, which hath becne 
lone a oeulected place" |Roe to Kemdge, January 5, 1617) but this 
seems to have hem a (»litc fktloQ. 

h ti 2 
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a harty motion From hence hee proceeded to some vane- 
tyes of his Masters purpose to take Aleppo, that hee had 
Conquered Babilon, and as his aduises came hee would 
send them mee , and desired mee to mention him to my 
Soueraigne in my Next lettres and in these to his Master 
The Conclusion of busines betweene vs is included m my 
aduise to Kerridge in prosecution of his designed and m the 
demandes to the Shabas, which was the substance agreed 
on m this Conference At my departur hee offered mee 
with much earnestnes a faire horse well furnished, which 
was brought to the doore, but I was as bountifull m re- 
fusing Hee pressd mee the earnester, but not prevayling 
sent for 9 Peices of Persian stuffes, silke, and 9 bottles of 
wyne, that I might not depart without some testemony of 
his loue I answered to effect m> desiers with his Master 
should bee the only Pledges I would accept, wherin hee 
should do mee most frendship and him most seruice and 
honor that I acknowledged his magnificence by his offers, 
but hee should not beginn a frendship at such cost I 
could exchange a good hart, but had nothing, beeing a 
stranger, to requite Curtesye of that Nature Hee looking 
earnestly vpon my swoord, I offered it, but hee by example 
refused it At night I visited the king, who spent his 
tyme sadly with an ould man after reading long lettres, and 
few spake to him At his rising, he gaue this gentellman that 
sate by him, a Cnple for age, 5,000 rupees, and with many 
embracementes tooke his leaue Passing by, hee bowed to 
mee The Persian Ambassador mett here, where renewing 
Complements, and repenting that hee refused my swoord 
which hee fancied, hee fayerly beggd it, professing that 
liberty among frendes was good manners in his Countrye 
January 4 — I sent my swoord * 


^ See Addl JifS 6115, f 160 
* Value five pounds (Roe’s Accounts) 
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JmvATj 5 — I d^pccdcd amucrc to Suratt with mj 
aduisc and conference with the Persian Ambassador and 
his opinion and to Adsmerc what I conedued fitt for the 
disposurc of that factor) 

Jann \ry 6 . — 1 translated the Articles to send the Shabas, 
according to conclusion Copp)cs of all arc regestred* 
Jammryy — ^These da)*^ were Consumed on the waj 
cucf) other remoouing about 4 or 5 Coursfs Wee sate 
on the goodl) nuer of Sh) nd * 

January 8—1 dispeeded the Articles to the king of 
1‘crsia with Icllrcs to Robbjms, 1j) a Cumcr of the Em 
bassador and sent Coppyxs, 

To t\lLUA« KomitKS AT ISfAHAK 

MS. 6115, f 166)' 

17 Jammy 1616 [ 17). 

Drecfly our desler Is, 6rst, that a Port bee sec u re d by (he 
Kmft free for n alone or for ill Inddfercnlly wher »ee may land oor 
goodes, and such pnodedges granted to vs os In nch cases are 
recline ar>d nest, that some agrtmcfit bee made and sett of 
IWccs Indifferently on both sides, tccordii^ to (he Condition of 
the Comodityes ; bstly that hts Maiestle Command his lilkes to 
bee brought downc ycarlv at the season, to the Port (which u 
easier (Iict the way of Aleppo) or to some Indifferent Citty not 
far vp, wher our factors may Conslantlr and securely reside for a 
staple Mart, as at Stoadc or Mlddleborough,* that wee bee not 
enforced to sccke and inuell to vnprofiiable MarketU. A trade 
thus settled wilbc durcaWc, and by Continuance increase, wheras 
shuffling and vnslablc Courses one i^e will rdinqulih by In 
coiDodllyc. To this Purpose, andlo snowe our forw^nes, wee 


* Stt jl^AfS 6115 rc (59-16). i66,aii The ftrtkJei hAve n« 
been reprodoced as th^ are salficienily summarised in the letter lo 
Kobblnt. As will be seen Uler (bev nercr reached the Shlh. 

■ The Kali Sind, a bnuich of ibe CharobaL 

* There is another copy to the I O Records (0 C Ko. 434), en 
dorsed at received March 5 (at Ispahan I) and Id London, by way of 
Aleppo and MarsciHei November j6^ 1617 The date of the letter Is 
clearly wrong though It appears Id b«h copiev Probably the 7th is 
intended (see p. 405, where Roe says that the letter was actually 
despatched on the lothX 

* Slade, on the western bank of the Elbe Middclburg m the 
Island or\valchcr^ 
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haue now sent a ship to Jasques, to vnlade Cloth and other goodes, 
with our factors to attend the Pleasure of his Maiestie, and 
though the Comoditye bee not in quantety nor qualety such 
as may giue the King any great encouragement, yet hee shall see 
our desiers and will not judge vs by this beginning, for that v ee 
Came not Purposely for the Place, but to trye and settle our en- 
rerteynment To this end I haue sent his Maiestie articles firmed 
by mee and Commended by his Embassador, which if you will 
solhcite, that the Cloth may bee taken off, and, for the future, a 
Certeyne Course and residence dessigned, and a firmaen both 
what sortes and quantetj'es of Goodes, eyther of Europe, India, 
Chyna, or the South Islandes, his Maiestie will require, wee will 
then roundly and duly fullfill his desire, that hee shall find the 
Profitt in his owne Coffers and in the weakening his greatest 
enemy If this cannot bee effected, it is not woorth labor , wee 
shall both deceiue and bee decerned For wee ayme not at gnatts 
and small flyes, but at a Commerce Honorable and Equall to 
two so mighty Nations You shall doe your Countne good ser- 
uice to acquaynt his Maiestie freely with this Motion , open his 
eies, that hee bee not blynded with the smoky ayer of Spanish 
greatnes Deale in this Clearly and substancially, and beleeue 
not that a trade will euer proceede that is not at first settled vpon 
vnderstanding groundes , and if you in your judgment and ex- 
penence fynd that these conditions will not bee agreed too, the 
Next best seruice you can doe is to assure the King wee will not 
come like Peddlears, and to aduice vs, that wee spend no more 
tyme and trauell in \ayne I shall not abyde in these Partes 
(I hope) to see any great issue , for in December 1617 I expect 
to tume my face homeward, vnlesse I be commanded by his 
Maiestie mv lord and soueragne to visitt the Shabas, which if it 
so happen, I will acquaynt him not only with the affection and 
Power of my master to bee his frend, but with many things that 
are woorthy to bee knowne to so braue a Pnnce, wherin hee is 
yet vnexcersiced, and expresse more fully my Particular desire to 
doe him seruice 

January 9 — Jaddow, finding by the Invoyce small hope 
of sales. Picked a quarrell that hee wanted water at mid- 
night, and without taking leaue forsooke mee Soe that I 
resolued to bee noe longer tyed to the seruitude of such a 
villayne, who had so often Notoriously abusd vs , but dis- 
peeded a Pattaviar to Adsmere to procure the Comming of 
a Greeke that spake excellent language to supply my vse 
on the way, and to solhcite my determinations at the Com- 
ming of the Presentes, and to assist Master Bidolph in the 
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Companycs bustna hec propounding him as the fittest 
man In India , but I purposed only to scruc my vse on 
him, and to prouc him or to dlsmissc him so soone as I 
vc^is settled- But for fcare of his refusal! or to bee destitute, 
I wrote to Master Shalbanck to practise with Jofler the 
brokar In Agra, to Come downe and supply the Place, 
rcsoluing soc to gett him Into my Power to answcrc the 
accusations laid by Jaddow that hcc should decduc the 
factor? of Agra In investments bctwccnc 2 and 3000 rv/ves 
which hcc jTt offered to lustefy to Master Bldolph. 

January 14. — I rccducd from Agra that the Plaugd was 
fallen to 100 a da> and great hope of the Clearing of the 
Toamc that tndico ^s*as like to bee at Indifferent rates, 
and if mon) Could bee fitted In tjnnc, that all the Cloth In 
barter might bee putt off which lettres I answered per 
swading to Putt It In Practice b> the dobtes made and 
bnics sent \'p to the Creditors residing there. 

January iG.— I sent a Patamar expresse to Suratt, hear 
Ing nothing of the Presentes nor Cft/ala to require a rcso* 
lutlon and tocon\ay the Packettes of Adsmcrc which found 
^o^v no Passadge thence 

January 18. — ^Thc king Passed betweene two Mountayncs, 
hadng Cutt the w^ay thorough the woodcs but with soe 
much trouble and Inconvenience to the baggage that it was 
left behind* Without any refreshing 1 found my Tents by 
Midnight, having taken vp mj lodging first vndcr a tree. 
This Countrlc u full of thccucs and not m perfect obedience 


* “ I am yet follo»cing tbli wandering King oner Moontaynci and 
thoTtragh woode*, to itrangc nnd \nv*ed waye* that his owne Peorie, 
who almost know no o^er God, blaspheame his Name and hen that, 
It Is sayd, Conductes all his acllocs."— Roe to Smytbe, January 16, 
1617 AfS 6115. f i6a) 

The gorge here raeniionea aeeras to be the pass of MoVandwinl, 
memorable In later yean hj conrvectkm with Colonel Mocson t retreaL 
A description of the pass and Its beantiful scenery wiR be fbarvd m 
To<Fs Jfm/asiJkM, voL U, p». 64^ 
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but as they are kept by force It belonges to a Raja that 
desiers not to see the king Hand faale hbertus^ et domint 
iniscentur The exactor Complaynd, and some few of the 
People that fled, beeing taken and Chayned by theNeckes, 
were Presented the king , the strongest keept the Moun- 
taynes At night, the king fired the Towne by which hee 
sate, and appoynted a New gouernor to the quarter to 
reedefye and repeople it and reduce it to Ciuilitie. Hee 
left him some horse to effect it , navi neque qutes gentium 
sine armis, neque anna sine stipendiis, neque stipendia sine 
tnbutis, haheri queant^ 

January 20 — The Banditi fled into the woodes, in re- 
ucnge of their towne, sett vpon a Company of stragglers 
behind, slew diuers, and robbd them 

January 22 — I receiued from Brampoore by Master 
Banghams aduise of the safe Passadge of the Agra Cafala 
and their goodes, but noe newes from Suratt , hee profes- 
sing to haue sent 5 expresse who were deteyned, 

and in two monthes hee hard not any aduise, hauing mony 
in Cash vnbestowed, to the Companyes losse and hisgreife 
This made me desperat of the Presents expected, and re- 
solucd at night to visitt the king to obserue what Coun- 
tenance he would show mee, or to giue occasion to aske 
after them When I Came, I found him sate in a New 
order, so that I was to seeke what Place to Choose, loth to 
mingle with his great ones (which was offered), and doubted 
to goe into the roome where hee sate, beeing Cutt downe 
the bancke of a riuer and none neare him but Etimon Hew- 
lett, his fathcr-in-law, Asaph chan and 3 or 4 others Soc 
I went to the brimme and stood alone Hee obserued mee 
and lett mee stay a while, and so smiling called mee in 

1 Libcrtas is the reading of the original (Tacitus, Hist, iv, 64)— 
“ Liberty and Lords go not well together ” 

- ^‘For neither can the tranquillity of nations be obtained without 
armies, nor armies \\ithout pay, nor pay without taxes ” — Ibtd , iv, 74 
The last word of the quotation should be “ queunt” 
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and with Ws hand directed mcc to stand by him, a fauour 
so vnuiuall that It both gauc mcc some Content and 
much Grace, which I instantly found In others vsadge. 
Hcc prouoked mec too talkc and I catling for an inter 
preter hcc refused it and pressed mcc to vse such woordcs 
as In Persian I had Our discourse had not much sence 
nor depcndancc, but hcc tookc it well and with much 
curtesy demonstrated a good opinion. 

January 53 — I relumed answcrc to Brampoorc. 

January 2 ^ — Newes arriulng at Court that the Decans 
would not bee frighted out of their dominion (which 
Asaph chan and Normahall had pretended to procure this 
voyadge) but that they had sent thdr impediments into 
the hart and attended In the borders with 50/DOO horse 
resolued to fight, and that Sultan Coronne was yet aduanced 
no farther then Mandoa, afraid both of the Enemlc and 
Chan Channa these Councdlors changed their aduise 
and dedanng to the king that they concclued the Dccan 
before his Pas^adge ouer the last hills would haue ydlded 
by the Terror of his approach but finding the Contrary, 
pcrsw'adcd him to Convert It to a hunting loumy, and to 
tumc his face toward Agra, for that the other was not an 
Enemlc wwirthy his Person. Hcc rcplycd this Contidcra 
tion came too late his Honour was ingaged seeing hcc 
had so fair Passd hcc would prosecute thdr first councdls 
and his Purpose, and aduenture the hazardcs of both 
But hcc dayly dispeeded fresh troupes tow’ard his sonne, 
partly from his ownc the rest Commanded from Goucr 
mentes, according to report 30,000 horse but not by Muster 

January 28 — I rccciucd from Suratt that the Presents 
and goodcs for Court were dispeeded the second of this 
month, and that if the Prince (which I feared) Intercepted 
them not, I might expect them by the 10th of Feabruary * 

‘ Thepretentswcreln thechargert the RcTtrendEdwani Teny who, 
oi alrctdy related (p. 24O), haa been choaen to fill HalTi place aa 

3 0 * 
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This late Newe*? yet refreshed mcc, who was soe weary of 
an Idle lourney that I had some hope to gett liberty to 
goe before and to dispatch at Brampoore with the Prince 
according to a Promise and a resolution taken, and the 
Necessitye of our busincs exacting that respect too him , 
so I attended in Patience and expectation 
January' 2 ^ — The Patamar I returned with a Packett 
to Suratt At night arriued Diego Lopo, the Greeke, from 
Adsmere, with Master Fettiplacc lettres of his endeauoring 
Carridg to remooue the goodcs for Agra , of whom I pur- 
posed to make vse during my Neccssitie if I found him 
fitt for employment, for Jaddow' in all this tyme neucr 
offered so much as to visitt mcc, and I resolued neucr to 
vse him Water is become verj' scarce, and though our 
Icskar be halfc lessened, yet passing many dayes thorough 
a Country wher the People were guilty of some disobe- 
dience, and for fcarc forsaking the \illadgcs with their 
Prouisions, graync and all other necessaries became soe 
dcarc, and the mony so abased by want of Ptcc, that I 
was at double Chardge of cxpcncc The king, who feclcs 
it not, takes no order His Channs arc Followed with their 
owne prouision and so enforme not The strangers, the 
souldicr, and the Poore only, as woorst able, endure the 
burthen. Euciy' other day the king remooued 3, 4, or 5 
Course Short yet of Mandoa, 60 
January 2,0-February 2. — Eucry other day 4 Course 
February 3 — Departing out of the Rode of the Leskar 
for ease and shade, and resting vnder a tree for the same 
Comodityes, came vpon mee Sultan Corsoronne, the kings 
eldest restrayned sonne, riding vpon an Eliphant, with no 
great Guard nor attendance His People desired mee to 


chaplain to the ambassador He was instructed by Kemdge to give 
Roe timely notice of his approach, and, if the Prince interfered, 
he was to invoke the assistance of Afzal Khdn (5z/w/ l^Uerbook, 
f 142) 
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giuc him roomc which I did but attended to see him, who 
called for mce, and with some gentle and familiar ques- 
tions full of Curtcsj'c and affabilit) hoc departed His 
Person Is good and Countenance Cherfull his beard growne 
to his girdle. Thlsonl> 1 Notcd»that his questions showed 
ignorance of all Passadges In Court in so much he neucr 
heard of any Ambassador nor English,' 

February 4 and 5. — Wee rested not 
February 6 — At night wee came to a little Tower neuly 
repayred wher the king Pitched in a Plesant Place vpon 
the Riuer of Sepra, short of Vgen * the Chccfc Cilty of 
Malwa» one Cw/rtr This Place called Callcada,* was an 


* Terry (p, 431) prci tbe foRowinff account of an interview between 
Roe and the Ponce. Althooph Tenr speaks as if he hsd been present, 
and Roe it represented as having bea at tbe Coun for two years, it 
seems to refer to the present occasion. “Once be called my Lord Am 
bavtadour to bim as wt passed by him, asking him many questions, as 
bow far distant onr Country was irom them, and what wt brought 
thither what we carried th^ee, and how tbe King bis father bad n^ 
him tiace hH arrire ibcre } whither or no be had not bestowed on 
him some great gifts? The Ambassadour toM bim that his boameis 
there was to obtun a free trade for bis Nation the English and that 
being granted him, he hod rewanl enough. The Pn^ replyed that 
this could not be denyed os, we coming to far to trade there with bim 
and thel^ee further nsk^ him how long he had been there the 
Ambassadour told him about two years tbe Pnnee replyed again, 
that it was a very great shame for the toc ceiso r of Tambenane, 
who had such inhuUe Roles, to suffer a man of bis quality to come 
to far onto bint, and to live to long about him and not to give brm 
some RoyaU gift ; and he further added, that for himself he was a 
Prisoner and ibej^ore could do him no good, but be would pray for 
him , and so he departed. 

* Utoin, on the River Shwa. 

* Kjulyida, about four imles north of the present oty of UHam. It 
is described as an anoent palace, built on an island In tbe Slpra, and 
consisting of two square bmidhiA each cov e red by a cupola j a bridge 
connects the island with the mamland, and below the mdge are to* 
vend apartroenls on a lerd with the water the rocky bed of tbe 
rhrer is cut into channels of various re^lar forms, soch as spirals, 
squares, ardes, etc., and the wbole place formed a very cod ana 
attractive retreat for the hot wreatherfHunter’s NarrmUvtttf m J0umtr 
frwm Agra fo l/jl/<da. In Ariatie RtuareJus vol. vi see also Tkt 
Oritnitl RePtrtary vcu. vi, p. j66X 

Tbe boHmog was erectra bv one of the Gbon kirm of Malwa, 
named Nasfr*ud-(Un (i5o^i3Xthe story of whose death n here related. 
The tame tale, but with a few vanatioos, is given m Jahdngfr*t Memoirs 
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ciently a seat of the Gentile kinges of Mandoa, one wherof 
was there drowned in his drinck, having once before 
fallen into the riuer, and taken vp by the hayre of the head 
by a slaue that dined , and beeing come to himselfe it was 
related to him to procure a reward Hee Called for the 
instrument of his safety, and demanding how he durst Putt 
his handes on his Soueraygnes head, caused them to bee 
stricken off Not long after, sitting alone with his wife in 
drunkennes, hee had the same Chance to slipp into the 
water, but so that shee might easely haue saued him, which 
shee did not , and beeing demanded why, shee replyed 
shee knew not whither he also would Cutt of her handes 
for her recompence 

February 8 — Wee rested 

February 10 — Wee remooued to a Course beyond Vgen. 

February 1 1 — The king rode to Vgen to speake with a 
Deruis or Saynt living on a hill, who is reported to bee 300 
ycares ould^ I thought this Miracle not woorthy my 
examination 

At noone by a foote Post I receiued that the Prince, not- 
withstanding all finnaens and Commandos of his father, 
had entercepted the Presents and goodes sent vp, to fullfill 
his base and greedy desier, and that notwithstanding any 
guift nor entreaty or Perswasions of Master Terry, to whose 


(see Elliot and Dowson’s History, vol vi, p 350) As Fcnshta 
tells the story ZJrrcaw, Bnggs’ translation, vol iv, p 242), 

the king, while intoxicated, slipped into a tank, and was rescued by 
four of his women, who changed his wet clothes without his perceiving 
It On awakening from his stupor, he complained of headache, and 
vas thereupon told that he had been so drunk that he had fallen into 
the n ater Enraged at what he thought (from the state of his clothing) 
to be a he, and supposing them to be reproaching him for his inebriety, 
he put them all to death, in spite of their protests But he did not 
die himself till many years after, and then of a fe\er 

* In his Memoirs the emperor relates this visit at great length It 
was pud to a Sanydst (ascetic) of the name of Murtdzi Jadnif, “ who 
had retired many years ago from Ujjain to a comer of the desert to 
vorship the true God” (Mr RogersMranslation of the Tuzak') The 
“ comer of the desert" appears to have been among the ruins of the 
ancient city of Ujjain 
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Chardgc they were Comitted would not part with them, 
but by force Compclld them to rctume with him toward 
Drampoorc , yet hec forbearc to breake any thing open but 
pressed the English to Consent uhich thty refusing by 
my order hec thought to wynn them by vexation Such 
U the Customc to sec all Merchanntes goodes, cauen before 
the king that hec may first Choose , but I rcsolued to 
breake yt in our bchalfe. The Pnnee to satlsfic his desire, 
before 1 could haue knowledg he sent a Post to the king 
to certlfye him that such goodes hee had stayed without 
mention of Presentes and Prayed Icauc to open them and 
to buy what hee fancyed. So soone at I heard of this 
f^thlcsse vnlust %’5adgc, 1 rcsolued I was lusUBable before 
all the world, if I vsed the extreamety of Complayntes , 
that I had practised all meanes to wynne and Purchase 
faQoar, and had sufTered be>^nd the Patience of a free man 
m> former Courses will wittnes, and leaue mee without 
blame In ill successes, though 1 found it In a rougher 
way, seeing 1 could fynd no better in the smoothest 
Breefly I rcsolued to appeale to lustice by Complaynt, but 
as Calmcly and warcly as I Could, to expresse my wholle 
grdffc, extreame Inluryes, and long Patience. To goc to 
Asaph chan (though to neglect him would displease him) 
yet to trye him I feared would preuent ray Purpose. To 
send to him that I dcslered to visltt the king at the Gustl 
chan I doubted what I entended might bee suspected If 
hee had heard of the Iniuryc so I practised first to avoyd 
prcucntlon. The Prophett whom the king visited offered 
mcc occasion, and my new linguist was ready I rode and 
mett his Maiesde on his Eliphant and allighted, making 
signe to spcalce. Hee turned his Monster to mee, and 
Preuented mee My sonne bath taken your goodes and 
my Presents bee not sadd hee shall not touch nor open 
a scale, nor lock at night I will send him a Command to 
free them , with other very Gratious speeches that bee 
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knew I came full of Complaynt, to ease mee hee begann 
first. Vpon the way I could doe noe more , but at night, 
without farther seeking to Asaph chan, I went to the 
Guzclc/ian, resolued to prosecute the Complaynt of force- 
mg back our goodes in respect of the Chardg and trouble, 
of the abuses of Suratt and all our other greeuances Soe 
soone as I came in, the king called my interpreter and 
deliuered by his [means ?] that hee had written and sent 
his Command very effectually that not a hayre should be 
demmished I replyed the iniury was such, and the 
Chardge and abuses of our liberty by the Princes officers, 
that I desired rcdresse, for that wee could not longer 
suffer It was answered what was Past I must remitt to 
his sonne , but by Asaph chans mediation I could procure 
Nothing but very good woordes, for hee smoothd on both 
sides Soe that I was forced to sceme Content, and to 
sceke an oportumtye in the absence of that my fake frend 
and procurator The good king fell to dispute of the lawes 
of Moses, Jesus and Mahomett ; and in drinck was so kindc 
that hee turned to mee, and said Am I a king ? You 
shalbe w'ellcomc • Christians, Moores, lewes, hee meddled 
not with their faith they Came all in loue and hee would 
protect them from wrong they liued vnder his safety and 
none should oppresse them ; and this often repeated , but 
in extreame drunkennes hee fell to weeping and to diucrs 
l^assions, and soe kept vs till midnight 

ludg all men what trauell I endured by reason the 
factors kept my Presentes 4 monthes and sent them cauen 
in the Mouth of the Prince, arriued within tw'o dayes of 
Brampoorc , and hereby cucry w'ay our Chardg doubled 
Yet I rested not satisfied, but seeing I had begunn and 
that the Pnnee was, as I feared, enough exasperated with 
a little, I thought as good Loose him to some Purpose as 
to none , at least to trie the king what hee would doc. 
Soe I wayted advantage, but sent back the Messenger to 
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Master Terry to stand out and attend the kinges answcrc, 
which 1 would apccdcly send him. 

Thu loumall from this iiM february i6i6[ 17] is 
posted into anotfur booked for want of roome 


The Journal continued from “ Puuchas ms 
PlLCRlMES" (VOL. I F 564). 

And so rcsolued to dissemble that I hope to repay* 
When 1 came, with base flattciy worse then the theft, or 
at least to giuc me some satisfaction because trouble was 


' Which tmfortucutely can nowhere be foond and hepc tfor w a rd 
we are dependeot on Ihirchai** mca^ extiacti, locether with fucb 
letters as ha\'e escaped desiractioo. 

* As Porchas commences thrs entry in the middle of a sentence and 
K’tres fxo date, it may be sarmbed that some leam were mUshjg from 
the MS. he trsed. Tbc date it is impossible to supply though ti must 
have been re the Utter half of February Tern saya ihar journey 
from Soret to Roe's camp tasted until the end of March but be was 
etWently mistaken In the month. 

Some panicaUn of the sehure of the presents and their subset/uent 
release are given In the fonowbg extracts — 

“ We were vWeoUy deielned re our joamey by Sultan Carooo, the 
Prince, whom we met In his march towards Urampore, and a \'Ctt mar 
relous great retinae with him. The reason why be mteiraptea us in 
OUT courte was that he might see the presents we bad for hb Father 
the King but, we har^g command from tbe Ambassador to tell him 
that we durst not open them tin we came to tbe King we most borebly 
craved his pardon to spare os In that Sck presenting hhn with a pair 
of Rrch Cloves (ihougn they be things in^ wear not in those hot 
Cotmtryes) and a rich cmbrodcred bag for perfame fwhkh amoog^ 
manytHber things of the like Idnde were brought from England to 
be given away for presents), after that be had omed ns back three 
daim joamey he let os go, takfaig further order for our safe Coovoy 
— Tei ty*! p. 194. 

“Tbe Prince ses^ all the Presentes and goodes and toolce them 
Into his tentes, forcing back tbeir attendantea, but opiened Nothing 
which Newts arriuiog I would not conscent bee should search myne 
for the example and though it were reasonable to giue Icaue to buy 
ooe Merchant beemg present, and tbe goodes sent vp vnder tbe 
Name of supf^ to the Court factory to base, so mwoorthy of the 
honor of the Ckimpany that 1 thought it woedd redound to much 
ecome to dluui« thek tjualety I desired tbe Kings lettre, which 
whh many graUous addluoni hee gaue, and all was dispeeded after 
long stay and much expence. When they came neare, the King 
beong gone Prloatly anuntmg and my selfe In the lesJt*r the 
Prince's HmdAj a soldier of the body>gturd], whom he sent 
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in my face (for otherwise it is no iniury heere to bee so 
vsed), he beganne to tell me he had taken diners things 
that please[d] him extreamely well, naming two Cushions 
embroydered, a folding Glasse, and the Dogges, and desired 
mee not to bee discontent, for whatsoeuer I would not 
giue him, I should receiue backe I answered there were few 
things that I entended not to present him, but that I tooke 
it a great discourtesie to my Soueraigne, which I could not 
answere, to haue that was freely giuen seazed, and not 
deliuercd by my hands, to whom they were directed and 
that some of them were entended for the Prince and 
Normahall, some to lye by me, on occasions to prepare his 
Maiesties fauour to protect vs from iniunes that strangers 
were daily offered, and some for my friends or pnuate vse, 
and some that were the Merchants, which I had not to doe 
withall He answered that I should not be sad nor grieued 
that hee had his choyce, for that hee had not patience to 
forbeare seeing them hee did mee no wrong in it, for hee 
thought I wished him first serued and to my Lord the 
King of England hee would make satisfaction, and my 
excuse the Prince, Normahall and he were all one and 
for any to bring with me to procure his fauour, it was a 


with Command to carry all to the King, betrayed mee , and though 
I gott the Merchantes goodes dehuered to Master Biddolph, yet in 
the night hee stole away myne and earned them to the King as 
Presentes, who opened and tooke all that liked him Next day 
I came and hee made many excuses, offenng mee restitution, but 
yet I cannot gett yt and for some amendes hee promiseth his lettres 
for redresse of abuses But I neuer sawe what came vp, nor haue 
any thing for the Pnnee, except it bee returned , so that this yeare 
1 ,im barer handed then the last All that I can vrdge is answered 
w ith such Promises, and, if they succeed, I am happely robbd ” — Roe 
to Surat, March 10, 1617 {Addl MS 6115, f 175) 

From other letters of Roe’s it appears that when the goods and 
presents reached the camp, the king %\as four kos away, hunting 
The officer in chtirge at once rode to report to him, “ whose haste 
called for them and mee , but the Messengers at midnight carried all 
auay, and his Majestie opened them and tooke euery thing before my 
amuall ” Next day Roe reached the king’s headquarters, and the 
interview here described took place 
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ceremony and \nncccssar> for he would at all times hcarc 
me that I should be welcome cmptle handed, for that was 
not my fault and I should rcccluc nght from him and to 
1,0 to hh sonne, he would relume me somewhat for him, 
and for the Merchants goods pa> to their content conclud 
ing I should not be angr> for this frccdome he entended 
well \ made no rcplj Then hcc pressed me whether I 
was pleased or no. I answered His Maicstics content 
pleased me. So seeing Master Terry whom I brought in 
With me he called to him Tadre, you arc N'cry welcome 
and this house Is j-ours estceme It so whcnsocuer you 
desire to come to me, it shall bee free for you, and what 
soeucri*ou will require of mcc, I will grant jou.^ Then 
he conuerted hlmsclfc with this cunning vnto me, naming 
all particulars in order ThcDoggcs* Cushions, Barbers 


' Tcrry’i accoaot of the hictdeat (p> 440) »» as followi “When I 
wa$ 6 r»l there broapht into the presenar of ibe Mogol, tmmediaUy 
after mjr amr« at hii Coon, I tlanding near the Amhaisadoor (for 
no man there of the pmteit quality what wrer I* ai any time 
lo sh in Kit prvtcnre) and hot « little dbiance from mat Kinp in hit 
G^ttlcan. he Knt one ofhit Grandees lo me, to let me know that the 
KJn^, had me >»'elcome thither that 1 thoold ha\t a free access to 
him whenever I pleased aod if I would atk bun aay Ihlo^ he would 
l^Tc It me (lbou},h I never did ntk, nor be gi>-c). And >-cry many 
times afterward when, waiting on my Lord Ambatsadour I appeared 
before him, he would still shew tokens of Civility and respect to me. 

* “That year I went for Eait India, the Merchants here (as from 
the King of topland, in whose name they sent all their presents) 
amongii many other things, then sent the Mot,ol sccie creat hjig 
Itvh kiastlres, and some Ur^e Irish Grey bound^ la all toihe nurnlwr 
of eight, dispersed In our scverall ships. Only t»o of the 

Mastires cam alive to East India, and they »Tre earned up, each of 
them drawn In a nttlc Coach, when I went up to the Embassador that 
be might present them to the Mogok The fiercest of these two, In 
our way tnlthcr upon a lime breaWng loose, fell upon a very large 
Elephant that was hard by us, fastening his teeth m the El^hanis 
Trunk, and kept bis bold there a good while; which made that huge 
beast extremely to roarc j and though the Elephant did swmg the 
Mastlve up and dosm alKn*c ground many times (as not feeling his 
wdgbt) that he might throw him ofL yet be could not suddenly do 
It Dirt at last fteeing himself from the dog by throwmg him a good 
Space from him, there came a Mnngrill Curr of that Counlrcy tos-ards 
OUT Mastlve. who then lost [left fj this hb nwst unequal match, fell 
upon that oog and kUd bun, by wfalrh means we recovered our 
liaitiTe again into our custody bo not haviog received any apparent 
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case, you will not desire to haue backe, for that I am de- 
lighted in them ? I answered No Then, said he, there were 
two Glasse chestes for they were very meane and ordinary, 
for whom came they ? I replyed I entended one for his 
Maiestie, the other to Normahall Why then, said hee, 
you will not aske that I haue, being contented with one ? 
I was forced to yeeld Next he demanded whose the Hats 
were, for that his women liked them I answered Three 
were sent to his Maiestie the fourth was mine to w'^ear 
Then, said he, you will not take them from me, for I like 
them, and yours I will returne if you need it, and will not 
bestow that on me , which I could not refuse Then next he 
demanded whose the Pictures were I answered Sent to 
me to vse on occasions, and dispose as my businesse 
required So hee called for them, and caused them to be 
opened, examined me of the women,^ and other little 
questions, requiring many mdgements of them Of the 
third Picture, of Venus and a Satyre, he commanded my 
Interpreter not to tell me what he said, but asked his Lords 
what they concerned should be the interpretation or 
morall of that He shewed the Satyres homes, his skinne, 
which was swart, and pointed to many particulars Euery 
man replyed according to his fancie , but in the end hee 
concluded they were all decerned and seeing they could 
ludge no better, hee would keepe his conceit to himselfe, 
iterating his command to conceale this passage from me , 


hurts This stone pleased the Mogol very much when the dogs 

were presented to him, and he allowed each of them four attendants 
of those Natives to wait upon them, who by tumes two and two 
together carried them up and down uith him in palanUcs, to winch 
they were tyed, and the other two went by them, fanning the flyes 
from off them , and the King caused a pair of silver tongs to be 
made on purpose that with them, when he pleased, he might feed 
those dogs with his own hand ” — Terry, p 149 

^ The Lady Montague [wife of Sir Henry Montague, afterwards 
Earl of Manchester], and the Lady Molyneux [probably Frances, 
daughter of Sir Gilbert Gerard, and wife of Sir Kichard Molyneux] 
(Kemdge to Roe, December 12, 1616 —Surat Letierbook) 
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but bade him asWe me ^bat It meant I ans^vered An 
Inucntion of the Paiiilcr to sheu arte which was Pocli 
call but the Inlcrprclallon was New to mcc that h*id not 
scene It Then he called Master Terry to riuc his lud^^c 
ment V* ho replying hce knew not the King demanded v, hy 
hcc brought \*p to him 'in Inucntion wherein hec was 
Ignorant at which I cnlcrposcd that he was a Preacher and 
medlcd not with such matters, nor had charge of them 
oncl>, comming In their company hcc was more noted 
and so named as their conductor 
This r rcpcatc for instruction to w'amc the company 
and him that shall succeed me to be x^cry wary what they 
send ma> be subject to 111 Interpretation * for in that point 
this King and people arc verj pregnant and scrupulous 
full of lealousic and tnekes. Tor that, notwithstanding the 
King conceited h(msclfc,>ct by the passages I will dcllucr 
m) opinion of this conedt which (knowing I had ncucr 
scene the Picture, and by Ignorance was guiltlcasc) hec 
would not pfcssc hard vpon me but 1 suppose he vndcr 
stood the Morall to be a scomc of AsIaUqucs whom the 
naked Satyre represented and was of the same complex 
Ion and not vnlikc who being held by Venus, a white 
woman by the Nose, It seemed that shcc led him Captiue. 
Yet he rcucaled no discontent, but rould them vp and told 
me he -would accept him also as a Present for the Saddle 
and some other small Toyes, he would fit me with a gift to 
his Sonne, to whom he would write according to promise, 
so eflcctuall} that I should need no SolHator in many 
[ray ?] businesses , with as many complements, excuses, pro- 
fessions and protestations as could come from any \’ery 
Noble or very base rainde in either cxtrearac. Yet he left 


* The Company tent out many oUcgoncml picturt*. Amoni^ those 
browht by Roe wat one “ expretting our govemmeot, whidi teems 
a dimcolt sobject for a painter 

3 I 
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not, but enquired what meant the figures of the beasts,^ 
and whether they were sent me to giue to him I had 
vnderstood they were very ridiculous and ill shaped ordi- 
nary creatures, the varnish off, and no beauty other then 
a lumpe of wood I was really ashamed, and answered 
It was not my fault those that seized them must beare 
the affront but that they were not entended to him, but 
sent to shew the formes of certaine beasts with vs He 
replyed quickly • Did you thinke in England that a Horse 
and a Bull was strange to mee ? I replyed I thought not 
of so meane a matter the sender was an ordinary man 
in good will to mee for Toyes, and what he thought, I 
knew not Well, said the King, I will kcepe them, and oncly 
desire you to helpe me to a horse of the greatest size it 
IS all I will expect, and a Male and Female of Mastiffes, 
and the tall Irish Grey-hounds, and such other Dogges as 
hunt in your lands , and if you will promise me this, 1 will 
giue you the word of a King, I will fully recompence you, 
and grant you all your desires I answered 1 would promise 
to prouide them, but could not warrant their hues, and if 
they dyed by the way, onely for my discharge, then skinnes 
and bones should bee preserued Hee gauc extraordinary 
Bowes, layd his hand on his heart, and such kind of ges- 
tures as all men will witnesse he neuer vsed to any man, 
nor such familiarity, nor freedome, nor profession of loue 
This was all my recompence, that he often desired my 
content to be merry that the wrong he had done me he 
would royally requite, and send me home to my Countrey 
with grace and reward like a Gentleman But seeing no- 


^ These were six carved figures of a lion, buck, horse, greyhound, 
bull and talbot (a species of dog noted for quickness of scent), and 
had cost 57^ each {Surat Letterbook, f 138) Mukarrab Khdn’s list of 
goods suitable for presentation to the King (sent home by Downton 
in 1614) included “any figures of beasts, birds, or other similes made 
of glass, of hard plaster, of silver, brass, wood, iron, stone or uory” 
{Letters Received^ vol 11, p 173) , and probably the models referred to 
had been sent in consequence of this suggestion 
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thinp returned of v.hat was seized but words I desired his 
Malcsty to dcliucr backc the Vclucls and Silkes, betnp 
Merchants goods that thej were sent \paniong mine b> 
his Maicstlcs command for that b) that pretence thc> 
escaped the rauinc of the Pnnccs Oflicers. So hce gauc 
order to call Master Diddolph to agree with him and to 
pa> for them to content Then I dcllucrcd a Letter I had 
read) %\Tittcn contajming mj desire for l^nuilcdgcs and 
lusticc, othenvjsc, I slioutd rctumc as a Fa>'zncanc' and 
disgraced 16 my Soucraignc, and desired some Justice for 
Sulpheckarkons Debt lately dead He rcply'cd he uould 
take such order with his Sonne for Surat as 1 should hauc 
no cause to complainc and that he should clccrc it for 
which he gaue instant order For other places, he would 
giuc me his commands, and cucry way shew how much 
he loued me and, to the end I might retume to my Mas 
ter with honour Hce would send me a rich and u^orthy 
Present, with his Letter of roy bchaulour filled with many 
prayses and commanded me to name what I thought 
would be most acceptable. I answered I durst not craue 
it was not our customc nor stood with my Masters honour 
but whatsoeucr he sent I doubted not would be acceptable 
from so potent a King and so much loued of my Lord. 
He rcplycd that I thought he asked in lest, to please mcc, 
and that he saw I was yet discontent, but he coniured me 
to bdccuc he was my fnend and would at conclusion prouc 
so , and vowed by his head hce spake heartily con 
ccmlng Presents, but I must not refuse for his instruc 
tion to name somewhat. This camestnesse enforced race 
to say If his Maicsty pleased I thought large Persian 
Carpets* would be fittest for gifts of cost and value ray 


* Ado-tKrthnJL (Fr faindani). 

* Roe hltTrtclf took home a **ir™®* carpet with Rii*] nrmi 
thereon, »bich be nftctnrardi bequeathed to nb comm, Sir Henr) Roe 
(Roe*! will, in Sorocnet House). 
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Master expected not He answered he would prouide of all 
sorts and sizes, and added [add ?] to them what hee thought 
was fit, that your King may know I respect him Next, 
hauing Venison of diuers sorts before him,hegaue mehalfe 
a Stagge, with these words Hee killed it himselfe, and the 
other halfe 1 should see bestowed on his wiues , which was 
presently cut out, in small pieces of foure pound, and sent 
in by his third^ sonne and two women that were called out, 
to diuers such Mammockes^ as if it had beene a dole to the 
poore, and carryed by the Prince bare in his hands Now 
I had as much satisfaction and so abundant grace as might 
haue flattered me into content , but the iniury was aboue 
words, though I were glad of these, and of colour to dis- 
semble, for hee sent as a conclusion to know if I were 
pleased, and did not depart discontent I answered His 
Maicsties fauour was sufficient to make mee any amends 
Then, said he, I haue onely one question to aske you, which 
is, I wonder much, now I haue seene your Presents two 
yeares, what was the reason why your King sent a Mer- 
chant, a meane man,^ before you with flue times as many, 
and more curious Toyes that contented all, and after to 
send you his Ambassadour with a Commission and his 
Letter mentioning Presents, and yet what you brought was 
little, meane and infenour to the other I acknowledge 
you an Ambassadour, I haue found you a Gentleman in 
your vsage, and I am amazed why you were so slightly 
set out I would haue replyed, but he cut me off I 
know it is not the Kings fault, nor yours, but I will let 
you see I esteeme you better then they employed you at 
your returne I will send you home with honour, with re- 
ward and according to your qualitie and, not respecting 
what you brought me, will like a King present your Lord 
and Master . onely this I will requite from you, and not 


^ A slip for fourth (JahKnddr) or fifth (Shahrydr) Cp p 279 
® Morsels (cp Conolanus, I, iii, 63) ^ Edwards 
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expect ft from the McrchanK to take with >*ou a pntteme 
ofaQuiuer and Cav: for tn) 3k)H a Coat to wcarc n 
Ctt'hlcm to <lccpc on of m) fashion (which wan at hm hend) 
and a palrc of llooin, which >ou nhatl caunc tol)c emhro) 
dcfcd In hn^Und of the nehent manner ami I will expect 
and rccciuc them from jou for I know In j-nur Counlrc> 
the) can workc better then an> 1 hauc scene md if )oii 
send them mcc,! am a Klnj; >*nu shall not lose b) It which 
I most ihankfull) \ndCTlookc and he commamlctl Aviph 
Chan to send me the |iattcfn'*<. Then he demanded if I 
had an) Gra|>c Wmc. I could not denlc it He clcsirctl a 
taste next nl;;ht and if hce liked it he would be bold if 
not, he desired me to make merne with iL So spctidinj; 
this niRhl oncl) on me, he rose 

Mnrch 3— Wee came to Mandoa^ Into which the King 
entred In stale. Hut no man was suffered to poc In before 
hce was set, h) the adulcc of his Astrolopcrs so that wee 
all sate without attendmp a pood hourc. 

( V/irrA) fl— I came Into Mamloa, hauinp sent before ami 


* Mandikoflcc ihc capjul of M 41 wa, now a ilcsctletl ciiy m DMr 
Slalf f) mile* S S.\\ o{ Uj^wo, 34 m>le> S.\\ of die onionnicni 
m sihrrw and t) mile* N of die ficht lunk of ihc Narh^dX llur 
li tnpw lies about 90 miles to the S-r- 
The crtjf tumls on the crest of the \ imJhjrav nearly "wo fu nbm-c 
sea Icrel, orcrlookmc the Sartaili salley »hile behind an almjpt 
ctrti It ofTffom the tabhrbnd ofMAlwa. This siront; podiHm 
led tn lit bein^ chosen »s the capital of ibe Mnhammadan kinp^ of 
Miiwa, »ho adorned it wKh many tplendkl buildraKt, which arc still 
ttandmi; i but after its capture in 1531 by lUhidor Shih and its coo 
»etp»eni locorporallon wnh the dominion* of Oajirit, it Kradually 
declined in Importance nil at last it was abandoned to the 
hmeh rlirted it In March, 1610. and detcribed at tome len^ph itt 
matcnlSccnt rolns {t imkat voL i p 43 S)( “"d wlrtctpjent accounu 
will be found In Sir John Malcolm's (iSsaX tn 

ixienct fCalcotu. 1830) eoL 11, p 34*1 Tkf fhUory nf Mandu by 
“a lUimiay loliahcm lUcot tIbVc, ni Hr lUinre** tell* me] (1844 
reprinted in 1875 and 1879) and llarrH* A»#/*r ef Mnmdoo <i 80 o) 
rhe last-named work ccmtaln* a number of coloured view* of the 
principal bolklin;,'*. The latest dc*ctiirt«m will be found in the 
y rvpru hepnri #/ tkf Cirefe N IV J^rwtntes 

nnd Omdk 1893-93. 

1 o^kibly ftOTTKi future cj;4orcr will Identify the boildin^ In which 


T I * 
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found a faire Court well walled, and in that a good Church, 
one great Tombe It was taken vp by one of the Kings 
Seruants, but I got possession and kept it, being the best 
within all the wall, but two mile from the Kings house, 
yet so sufhcient that a little charge would make it defen- 
sible against raines, and saue one thousand Ruptas ; and 
for Aire very pleasant vpon the edge of the hill. 

\MarcIC\ ii.— At night I went toward the Court, but the 
King, vpon newes of a Lion that had killed some Horses, 
was gone to hunt , so that I hadJeisure to seeke some 
water For we were brought to a hili-with a multitude of 
people (so great is the foresight, and so good the Pohcie) 
where was no water, that men and Cattle were like to 
perish That little that was in Pooles some great men 
possessed, and kept by force I could get none , the poore 
forsooke the Citie, and by Proclamation many were com- 
manded away, all Horses and Cattel forbid, and so those 
who were now in hope to rest were forced to seeke new 
Dwellings, who departed some two, three and foure Course. 
off, to the extreame trouble of all men, and the terrible 
rising of prouisions I knew not what to doe , my Roome 
and House was good, and though I were farre from 
Markets, yet it was a Icsse inconuenience then to sit in the 
fields without house or shelter , onely I wanted water So 
I rode my selfe to seeke some, and found a great Poole 


Roc took up his quarters It was “ on the Sowth side, neare the edge 
of the hill, a course from the Towne,” about two miles from the royal 
headquarters, and on the way from them down to the nver ; and it 
consisted of a deserted mosque and tomb, probably both of date 
antenor to the Mogul conquest, with a courtyard surrounded by a wall 
not too high for a lion to leap over A wntcr in the Calcutta Review 
for 1857 (vol xxvni, p 254) mentions that some years previous Roc's 
name was to be seen on the walls of an old tomb among the ruins of 
Mandij, but he adds that it was generally supposed to have been 
scratched there at a comparatn cly recent date. It would indeed be 
hard to imagine the ambassador scnbbling his name on the walls of 
his dwelling One of his suite might have done so, but it is a much 
more likely supposition that it was the work of some later traveller. 
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possessed by Chan« which was ginen by the King I sent 
to desire him Icauc to draw* who granted me fourc load a 
day , which satis6cd me in such sort that with selling away 
some of those lades* that were put vpon me from Surat 
and putting off my Cattell, 1 had hope to Hue, to which 
purpose I sent two with them to lye out of Townc. There 
was not a misery nor punishment which either the want 
of Gouemment or the naturail disposition of the Qime 
gauc vs not.* 

[AfanA] 12, — I went to the King, and carried a New 
ycarcs* gift, a paire of very fairc Kniucs of my owne, and 
sixe Glasses of yours.* The excuse 1 made was well re 


* •‘The costome being inch that whaUoeutr Fotrataiue or Tanke ii 
found by any {Treat nun in time of droaght hee tball keew H proper 
and peaiHar to hhntdfe • (Cotyart notes in J^urtJktu toI. i, p. 600). 
The name of the Kfain seems to have been omitted. 

■ Dv an anmshig preas bhmder In the 1873 reprint of the Jemmal 
Roe ti made to cemtem^e “seDing away some of those U^ia 
that were pot opon him from Surat 

• "The misery, wrote Roe to kettidg^ ** ts phlfuU | water tooJd m 
the s treete at an moredible rate ; many Fetisblng for want all begg 
mg that only as almes." His own dlfBculty In this rts]^ was re- 
roored by the discovery of a spring 00 the hillside— a dlicoTery dne 
to a yooog member of the Herbert family who had arrived b Pep- 
wcITi fleet, and had joined Roe at the laltci*i bvitadcm. He had 
been shippnl to India as a ne'er-do-well by bis despairing friends 
on the voyage oat be behaved 10 badly that he was tnined before the 
mast { at Surat he was a pl^c to the factors ; and on the way to the 
Court he endangered the safety of the party ^ first beaUng and then 
firing at a native, to the alarm of mOd Master Terry who characterised 
hhn as “ the most hasty and cholerKk young man that ever I knew 
He behaved very crvilly however during nl* stay with Roe ; and 
when, thing of the hardships of camp life, be towards the end 
of 1617 returned to Surat, the ambassador made a special request 
that be should be well treated and accommodated whb a panage 


Coryat, who records Herbert's ducovtry of the spring (PtfrcAas. voL I, 
p. 600X mentions also that • the day after one of the Kbgs Hmddjx 
finding the same and stnoing for It was taken by my Lords people and 
botmd all, ficc, a great cootrooersm bebg about it" He also praises 
• the Charitic of two great men that In the lime of this great droaght 
were at the charge w sendir^ 10 Camels with tweotlc persons every 
day to the said Riuer [Narbadfl for water and did dlitrlbate the water 
to the poore, which was so deare that they sold a IHtle tkbne for 
eight A*r" 

^Scep 14a, note a. * Tbc Company's. 
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ceiucd, and the King vsed mec with all grace , this onely 
was my comfort He said whatsocuer came from my hands 
was present sufficient he accepted my loue, and it was his 
part now to giue me I found a gainer^ by him, who had 
so farre performed his promise that I perceiued the King 
instructed in my desire, and gaue present order to an 
Officer to send for Master Bidolph to pay him to his con- 
tent for such things as he claymed, and all the others were 
acknowledged to be rccciued by name , and that when I 
went to the Prince, the King would write , but was loth to 
part with any thing, of which the best sweetbagge lay 
before him I replyed I was as loth to goe emptie- 
handed , so it rested The King commanded I should 
come vp and stand within, on the degrees'^ of his Throne 
by him, where I found on one side the Persian Ambassa- 
dour, on the other the old King [of] Candahar,^ with 
whom I ranked, and he presently fell to begge a Knife, 
which next day I sent The King called for the Persian 
to come downe, to whom he gaue a lewell and a young 
Elephant, for which he kneeled and saluted the ground 
with his head The Throne was the same vsed the last 
yeare, and all the other furniture At the vpper end was 
set the King my Soueraignes Picture, the Queenes, my 
Lady Elizabeths, Sir Thomas Smiths'* and some others, 
two pieces of good and fine Tapistne below them that 
came from Persia , a Throne of Gold set all ouer with 
Rubies, Emeralds and Turqueis , and the old Musicke of 
singing Whores 


^ This IS evidently apnnter’s error for Aganor (Agha Nur),ofwhom 
sec p 161 He was master of the ceremonies at the Nau-rds festivi- 
ties, and “ new vndertooke my Court busines” (Roe’s Accounts) 

^ Steps 3 Cjec p 257 

* Several of these pictures had been displayed the pre\nous year 
(see p 143) 
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This day I dispatched to Surat roy adulcc' of the Per 
jnan busincssc and the n<n\ Ambassadour, and some re- 
membrance to Abram Chan the Gouemour, from whom I 
rccducd a Letter that in his absence our Nation had bccne 
wronged against his knowledge, but that, his power bang 
augmented by the Pnnee, he desired me to be confident in 
him that while he llucd In authentic we should ncucr 
sufTcr an} such abuses, but we should Hue in all frccdomc. 

[Afarch] 13. — I sent a Complement to Asaph Chan, a fairc 
wrought Night-cap of mine owme, and a nch pairc ol 
Gloucs which he returned as vsclcsso in this Countrey 
the Cap he rccciucd and desired some Alegant Wine, 
which I sent the next day at night Aganor (whose dili 
gcncc now gauc me great hope and ease) sent a Bannian 
his Secretary to tell mcc hcc had order for the dispatch of 
the Merchants goods and that his man should attend Master 
lllddolph to finish It that the patternes should be sent me 
home and that the King would giue me a Coat, and 
money to bcare ray charges to the Pnnee. I returned 
answrcrc that 1 had no vse of a Babylonish Garment, 
nor needed money If his MalcsUc were pleased to con 
aider the inluncs offered, of which the Paper testified 
remayned In his hands, and to giue me his Letter to the 
Pnnee with some Presents or else to wntc in my excuse, it 
was all I would desire but for his gifts I expected none 
but lustice. 

\MarcU'\2X — !• yet could not at Instant pressc It further 
only I discouered the Kings doubts, for be suspected my 
stealing out of his Countrev and breach with our Nation 
for the Prince, either out of gufltincssc or fcare, or perhaps 
cunning to make vs the pretence of his owne dcsslgncs, 


* See 6115 t 175. The “new AmbasMidor m Cornwek 
(«o note, p. 330), who wtu repoiteil by Hariter to have a»omed that 
title Coonoot himself rchemenUy denied k (I O Records O C, 
Na 

* Here again Purchas s extract comioenccs in the middle of a ttocy 
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had newly enformed the King that next yeare the English 
purposed the taking of Surat and keeping it, of which our 
owne folly gaue some colour , for lately vpon one of their 
ordinary brabbles the}^ caused two hundred Musketers to 
land and march toward Surat, and being met by diuers 
the ioyfull Mariners gaue out they went to take it This 
absurde brauado (for a handful of men to passe twelue mile 
to a walled Towne, able to put out a thousand horse armed 
and as many shot, a Riuer to passe which a few men would 
defend against a good Armie) gaue iust occasion of scornc 
^nd offence , and which the Prince apprehended for some 
other his owne ends, to refortifie the Castle and Towne, and 
to send downe Ordnance for the defence a good prouision to 
keepe a doore open to flie out, if his Brother liue to correct 
his ambition But this information occurring with my 
discontents heere, and some free language, my pressure to 
goe to Brampore, and flying newes that we had taken Goa 
and were preparing a great Fleet in England, did cause 
some suspition in the King, w hich, though he concealed it, 
yet hee thought to discouer by the former Discourse,^ with 
which hee rested fully satisfied, but I did not I had beenc 
long fed with words, and knew as well as the heart that 
trembled, that fearc of vs only preserued our residence. 

March 29 — This complaining of Officers is a tune so 
new, so odious in Court that it troubleth all great men, it 
beeing their owne case, who, lining vpon farming Gouern- 


^ This Purchas has evidently omitted , but from a letter of Roc’s 
to Surat, It appears that thc^ king had told the ambassador that he 
intended to go to Lahore, " and therforc would not suffer me to goe 
to Hrampoorc , but first hee vsed policy with mec, thincking I had 
dcsicrcd to goe to slipp away (for such jealousyes hee concciues of vs, 
enfused by the Pnnee) , but when I mett him right, hee was well 
satisfycd and assured mce it uas better for incc to stay by him vntill 
I w'crc recalled home, for that hee was my best frend, vrdging a Pro- 
mise to goe to Labor with him, which Conditionally I gaue ” The 
Mogul thereupon wrote two letters to the Prince, one to excuse Roc's 
non-attendance, and the other to order redress of the abuses of which 
the ambassador had complained 
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ments In which they \‘sc all tyrannic to the Naturals, arc 
loth to suffer a way open to the Kings vnderstanding of 
thdr practice, who ordinarily hang men by the hcelcs to 
confessc monc) or to ransomc thcmselues from no fault * 
this made all men cnulc my Imployment, and auold me 
as an Informer 

A/'nl 25 —I rccducd from Dabull road from Captain 
I’cpwcll that according to aduisc he had stayed the lunckc 
bound for Mocha,* but, weighing the caution glucn by 
mcc to consider well what correspondence were bctwccnc 
that Prince and Mozolapatam (m whose Temtorie the 
was and could not get to sea) finding both alliance 
and friendship, he freed her without spollc (allcaging the 
rcfusall of Trade to MIddIctonX which ctjurtcslc procured 
him so good entertainment as the Indies aflbords scldome 
free Trade and promise to take three hundred Dolhes 
ycarely, a good qoantitle of Lead sold for money and some 
Ordnance (which I like not to arme the Indians, and 
the Portugals fnends, enemies to the Mogoll) and all 
other courtesies, which (if this klndnessc proceeded not 


* “The people ©f ihH Cocnlry being geoenUy all to base, and 
Ibeena are all from ihe bcCT cr to tbe Klnge, and Ihre as fishes 
doc In the sea— ibe rreat ones eale vpp the niUc i for first the farmer 
robbi the peasant, gentkmao roboo the &rmer, the greater robbs 
the lesser and the Kbgt robfan aQ* (fas. Dkkiord to Sir Thomas 
bmythe, March 4 i l 6»7 1 OL C, Na 4J4T 

* la a Irtier to PepwelJ cf the 4tb January 1617 (AJJl A/S 6i 1 j, 
k f 7 j)> Roe had lorgested, as a prhe parocolarlr worth taldog 
the vessel which yearly tradra b e tw em Dabbol and the Red Sea. 
Dabbok a town on tbe Mabbar Coast, 85 mites S.E. from Dombay 
was the p rin c ipa l port of the Dfjipur Hngdom i and In view of the 
war then being waged between the Mo^ and the alBed Dcthan 
princes. Roe tnought that so^ a capture would be farooraUv re- 
ceived at court. Nor was a pretext wanting At the time of Sir Henry 
Mkldletoo s visit in Febroary i6ia, tlw governor while promUing aft 
friendly mage, had secretly prevented the merchants from timffididng 
with the Englnh {Ijouiuifrs Vtrffsjfrtf p. 107) j and this acdon Roe 
cbose to intei^Ret as a made of sympathy inth tbe Portugoese and a 
striEdent reason for retaliation. He warned PepweD, how e v er first 
to make tare that the capture of the Jonk would not embroD the Eng 
hsh at Masollpatam whb the K 3 ng of Gotcooda, owing to the dose 
relatioos b a a cen the Utter court aa! imipur 




398 the embassy oi< [1617 

for that the luncke was yet vnder command) giues me good 
hope of some Trade in sale yearely at the Port Howcuer, 
the freeing of the luncke assures me the Commander will 
doe nothing by catching preiudiciall to the Company, and 
deliuer himselfe honestly from the iealousies cast vpon him 
from Dabul ^ Hce signifies his intent to proceed to Calli- 
cute and if that Factorie be not worth supplyes to trans- 
mit it to Dabul 

\Aprtt\ 27 — By the Foot-post I receiued from Mesolapa- 
tam that the Salomon was got to Sea, and the Hosiander 
from Bantam arriued, who brought the ill newes of the 
losse of the Hector and Concord, careening m the Roade of 
lacatra, on laua ^ in recompence, that the Dragon, Clone, 
and Defence were homeward laden from Bantam I tookc 
this occasion to conuey a letter to the Gouernour of Dabul 
ouer-Iand, to apprehend the ouerture newly made by him 
of the trade Though I had little opinion of the place, yet 
I would not neglect that, nor encourage the next Fleet to 
proceed but vpon better assurance then a forced friendship 
and offers made while their luncke was in our power The 
effect was to signifie the causes of our staying their goods 
for refusing trade to Sir Henry Middleton but now find- 
ing in him a better inclination, and a desire to rcceiue vs 
and to establish a friendship and league, a promise to take 
cloth in good quantitie, I required, if these motions were 
hearty and such as befitted a man of honour, that he would 
write to the King his Master to procure his Firman with 


^ Probably this is an error for “ Sural” (Cp O C , No 467) 

* A factory had been settled there by Captain Keclmy on his way 
to Bantam m 1616, but it was not a success, and Pepwcll took the 
f.iclors away 

^ This report was afterwards corrected “The Hector was not 
cast away, but broke vp by Captain Keeling, who the lolh of Octo- 
ber, -1616, sett saylc for England” (Roe's letter to Burh.inpur, May I7> 
1617 Addl Mh 6115, f lya) Keeling li.id rccencd iiemiissioii 
from England to return, “ such order Comnimg by the Swaiinc 
that if hce would he might” {Ibtd , f 191) 

Jacatra was the native town which was afterwards converted by the 
Dutch into their settlement of Batavia (Nova) 
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such priuilcdgc* as were fit for Merchants, and his pro- 
mbc to buy our goods and to fulfil all the friendly ofiers 
made by him his Officer \ndcr his Scale, and with expe 
diUon to send it mcc to the Court of the great Mogoll 
whereby I might rccetuc assurance and encouragement that 
they cnlcndcd faith , and on such reception I did vnder 
take on the bchalfe of the King of England a good and 
firmc Peace toward hts ^^astc^, his subfccts free passage fn 
the seas from any oppression by our Fleets and that 
ycarcly I would either send a ship to his Port for trade or 
(if it so required) Icauc and establish a residence In his 
GouemmenL I doubt not but >'carely for fcarc or louc, 
some good trade by sales may bee made but for enuest 
ments it will not be worth it onl> I proceeded as I would 
hauc wished all men, not with too seeming eager a desire, 
nor to swallow any offers and conditions hungcrly , for 
strict care in the first setllng U the best aduantage, and for 
misery^ of ensuing times It being a gcncrall rule neuer to 
mend your first estate, often to empaire it Euery mans 
best hourc is when he is new a stranger, and at first scene 
after the naturall lenitic [Icultic ?] of these Barbarians finds 
all that brings not change fastidious. This dispatch I com 
mitted loMastcrBangham,*and desired him to make diligent 
enquiry of the commodities aduantagea, inconuenicnces, 
humours and affections of these Dccannics towards vs.* 


' The tort h evidcDUjr corropc PossiWy we ihooJd read ** foe 
prerenUng misery ■ 

• Therojot rciKien this “Jc mb cettc dcpesche entre ie» mains 
de DQstre Dane^ addln{^ as a marginal note i Bascnm rigolBe 
Intoprete. Thb omosmg confusion appears to hare lesolted from 
the Company^ brol«’ (who geoeniDy acted aa Imgnitt) bang men- 
Uooed MS M. J/oj^puc 

* Roe^ letter will be foend in jldti/ MS 6115 (C 190) Tbo 
Oomnot's r^jr was rec el red In Jane. In this ho reiterated the 
pnamsei mane to P ep w el l, bet wooJd not commit bhnsdf to boy 
any spedbed quantity of goods yeariy t ns ftrr the desired Jkrmdfs, bo 
had sent Roe’s letter to the King, and woold commmiiaUe to tbo 
ambassador bb reply (Roe to Bangham, June 31 1617). Thb 
answer teemed to Roc tafficicmlj encouraguig to fclkrw np the 
matter ; and he accordingly arranged in tbo loDowlng February 
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30 — ^The time^ that he brought me the excuses of 
the Persian Ambassadour for failing in taking his leaue of 
me, which he would not send by a seruant, but vttered the 
truth that the Ambassadour was not sicke, as he preten- 
ded, but receiuing no content from the King in his busi- 
nesse, he suddenly tooke leaue , and hauing given thirty 
faire horses at his departure, the King gaue in recompence 
three thousand Ruptas^ which he tooke in great scorne , 
whereupon the King prized all that the Ambassadour had 
giuen him at meane rates, and likewise all that the King 
had returned since his arriuall, euen to slaues, Dnnke, 
Mellons, Pines, Plantanes, Hawkes, Plumes, the Eliphant 
and whatsoeuer at extreme high rates, and sending both 
Bils made it vp in money This base vsage and scorne 
caused him to excuse his not seeing Asaph Chan and Eti- 
mon Dowlet on a Feuer, which hauing done hee could not 
come through the Towne to mee without discouene, but 
desired him to acquaint me with the truth, and to make 
all excuse and profession that hee would recompence this 
discourtesie by double friendship to my Countrimen in 
Persia , with some bittemesse against the King, which Aga- 
nor as freely deliuered, and I seemed as vnwilling to heare. 
I presented them with some Aligant and Kniues, and we 
parted 

May 12 — 1 receiued newes of a great blow gfiuen the 
Persian by the Turkes Army, so that Tauris was rased, 
and the Shabas not able to keepe the field ® 


that the Anru should call at Dabhol on her way to the Red Sea , this, 
however, was found to be impracticable (O C, No 630), and nothing 
more was done till the sailing of the fleet in 1619, when Captain 
Bonner, doubtless at Roe’s suggestion, put into Dalihol road on his 
way down the coast No sales were effected, but the authorities were 
so la\ ish in promises that the English forbore to enforce a trade and 
sent word to Surat to advise a further attempt in the following year 

^ Something has been omitted here. Agha Nur seems to have 
been the person referred to 

* An account of the campaign, written by the Turkish Grand W.izfr, 
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To Tilt tACTORS AT SUItAT 
{AdJl MS. 6115,/ 194-) 

M«y ii, 1617 

Vpon your last CompUynt font vp In Persrtn and my 
ddiaeiy to the king, hli ^taicatic mote a letlre to the Pnr^c^ 
rvoi mlQT diyes Past (for I procured Aganor to mooue it anew) 
as fun o! lauour a* 1 could dcMfc, Commanding vn to bee ned 
In all sorts as rrtpcctlucly aa hU ownc tulrfectes that wee came 
only to see him and his Cuntrie, and therefore hce would -not 
endure any wrong to bee ofTcred to «. Htfc toohe particular 
rrotice of your restrarnt In rtcttrallcs, and Customes for nctuallcs, 
and the detentiorf of the Pre^ti ar>d the sealmg them to bee 
directed to the Clrlrvce, and many other CircumsiaT>ce». Ikaidcs, 
hcegaue croer to Asaph chan to write 4 Icttres to fower of the 
Pnncci -officert by rumc, to take knowledg of the Complaynt 
made against them and to slgnihe at lardg his Malesties I leanrc 
and what hlmsrlfhad written the Pnncc. Thetc lettrts Aganor 
Yowelh hee saw written and read them, and sayth they are sent 
away, but I'feare.Aoph chan did only blind vs both, though the 
other Towe fayre i*by and that the King would bee exirearoc 
tngery at aoy fraud titer bis order because they Came not to my 
handes. 1 desler you to nuke all cnqmery wMt lettiea or /r- 
matns came lately to any In Suratt concemint n for if our 
great solicitor haue faylcd, I will not bile to make the King vn- 


wDl be found In Purchai, voL H, p. i6ia KnoHei, hi hli Huterj #/ 
tkt Turks (1687 edfu, voL lb p. 950) gives the foUowhjg particulars 
** The- War conihioinf stni betwfart the Turks and the Persians, the 
Grand Visiet was sent to Invade Persia with a great Artny ; where, 
afier many expknls of War, News came to Coniuniinopl^ that i|)e 
Vdler bad rotten a great advantage rpoo ibe Sophy of Persia in a 
lUttd wbiti bad bw foogbl, wherein there hnd been ap hondreU 
thousand men slain. And although tbeTorks lost thi greatest numbtr 
yet they remained Masters of the Field and spoiled the Persians 
Camp, who- was rethedor 6ed for that the manner of the 
to fight with the Turks in retiring or giving way a little -knd with 
ihh manoer of fighting they have always made Head artln4t,,tb9 
Turks. After tMi Overthrow, the VUIer advanced with bis Army 
knd entrtd £ir into Persia, IrtiKh made many doubt that his Return 
would prove -dlflicali yet soon after there came Letters to Constat 
doople, iniponhig That the Turks behif in Persia in great dtstr^ 
for vktnalf the Sophy had sent ao Ambassador to the Wmer to 
danand Peace, promising hereafter to satisfic the Tributes of Silk 
■hkh be ought yearly unto the Turk and that the VisieT fm re- 
gard of the necessity of his Aiiny) had ac ce pted his Offer aixi granted 
him Peace, the which Sultan Ondait did afterwards catifid 
the coneftaioo whereof, the Sophy sent many Camels kadeo WrtK 
Yictusls unto the Turks Army, whid was m great distress and 
want. 
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derstand yt I am Confident his desire is now to satisfye vs, and 
I would not lett it coole 

The last newes that came to this Court from Persia is not good 
for vs The Shabas, sending Part of his Armie to entercept a 
Convoy of the Turkes, was betrayd by one of his owne Captaines 
and Cutt to Peices 12,000 of his Choyse Guardes, wherby the 
Turkes Armie aduanced into the feild toward Tawns, and the 
Shabas, not able to abyde him, razed it and desmantled it wholy, 
and, wasting the Cuntne about, keepes the strengthes of the hilles 
* The truth of newes that Comes soe farr is doubtfull , but the 
King receiued it from the Gouernors of his borders . 


\May\ 25 — A Lion and a Woolfe vsed my house and 
nightly put vs in alarume, fetching away Sheepe and Goats 
out of my Court, and leaping a high wall with them I sent 
to aske leaue to kill it, for that no man may meddle with 
Lions but the King, and it was granted I ranne out into 
the Court vpon the noyse, and the beast, missing his prey, 
seized on a little Island Dogge before me,^ that I had long 
kept But the Woolfe one of my Seruants killed, and I 
sent it the King 

June 14- — Certaine goods of the lesuites were sent from 
Cambaya in a Cabinet, Phisicke and necessaries and a 
Letter, which were betrayed by the bringer, and deliuered 
the King , which he opened and sent for the Padre toreade 
the Letter, and to see all in the Boxes, of which nothing 
liking him, he returned all , which I obserue as a warning 
to all that deale in this Kingdome, to bee wary of what 
they write or send , for such is the custome and humour of 
the King, that he will seize and see all, lest any Toy should 
escape his appetite 

\June\ 18. — I receiued Letters from Amadauar of the 
Hope of the fall of Indico, by the failing of the Goa Caffila^ 


^ “ A little white neat shock, that ran out barking at him ” (Terry, 
p 197) While at Mandu the English found it necessary to keep 
a fire burning at night outside their dwelling to scare away wild 
beasts 

* The non-amval of the usual fleet of Portuguese fngates to buy 
suppbes for Europe 
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and that there w'as pknlle to be bought but dearc That 
the Vnicomcs Home v.’w relumed a* without \crtuc, con 
ceming which I gauc him new adulce*' many complaints 
against Sural and others which 1 meddle not with. I re 
cciucd from Brampoorc two Letters, how doubtfull the 
Debt of Ralph* stood and ncircsof the relume of Spragge 
from the / rskar of Dccan.* The Generali Mclickamber* 
with much shew of honour gauc instant order for priulc 
search in all his Campc for the Persian fled and by me 
remanded but finding him departed to Viicapoore* by 
tesiimonj that buslncssc wns pursued no further but b> a 
Letter to a Dutch there resident The Generali desired 
Spragge to be a mcancs to bnng him English cloth and 
swords to his Campc for the 8Uppl> of his Souldicrs, which 
!>*€ within sixc da>»cs of Bcampoorc. In my opinion that 
had bccnc a good employment of some Idle men and a 
wa> to \xnt our dead commodities. 

Ji/fj ja— I rcceiucd from Surat of the casting away of 
two Dutch ships on the Coast of Damon that hauingcome 
from the Southward wUh Spices and China Silkes, were 
bound for the Red Sea, but, losing their season with much 
cxtremlllc of weather beating man> weekes about the cn 
trance for harbour attempted the like at Socatra and vpon 
the Coast of Arabia, but being not able to get in any wa) 
thcj resolued for Surat hoping by the last yearcs good 
successc to be able to ride safel) but the yearcs differ 
and bedng forced to anchor in cxtrcmitic thdrgreatership 
cut her Masts by boord and after her Cables breaking, 


J A error for Zolpbe, />., Zulfikar KhSn. 

had been »eni m pursuit of a PenUo, whom Fcttlplice h*d 
inu^ at Ara to the aroount <rf 1700 rupee*. The debtor hid pro- 
mued to make repayment at Mandu, but fled thence m the night, 
it *m* tuppoted, to Uke refuge In the cnemyS amp. 

, MiIiK Amhar, the wen-known rencnlUsimo of the Ahroidnifir 

kingdom. 

‘ Dffipor 

3 2 


D D 3 



404 THE EMBASSY OF [l^I/ 

shee wenfishore ypon the Coast, Ozie ground Within Mus- 
ket shot The ship kept vpnght, but hauing lost their long 
Boat, and their Skifife not able to Hue, by rafters foure men 
got ashoare, and the Tydes heauing her in vpon the SpHng, 
they saued much goods and all their people Her Pm- 
nasse of sixtie Tunne was beaten to pieces ^ 

August 21 — The King of Candahor came to visit me 
and brought wine and fruit, sate halfe an houre, and for 
one lest of his begged a bottle of wine. 

The Prince Sultan Corseroone had his first day of hoped 
libertie, and came to take ayre and pleasure at the Ban- 
quetting house by me The Prince at Brampoore had 
made a Marriage® without the Kings consent, and gotten 
displeasure , besides, some practice of his was disco- 
uered against his Brothers life, but this as a secret He 
was called for to Court Normahal and Asaph Chan, by 
their Fathers aduice, came about to make a peace with 
Corsoroone and Alliance, and with infinite loy his libertie 
is expected® 


* These ships were the Middelburg and the Duyve, under the 
command of Pieter van den Broecke, the captain of the ship which 
had visited Sufat m the pre\nous year They left Bantam on the 8th 
March, 1617, and after calling at Mauritius and Madagascar, stretchejl 
across to the coast of Mehnde and into the mouth of the Red Sea 
Then, as the Middelburg had sprung a leak. Van den Broecke made 
for Socotra , but, missing it, was obliged to run before the wind in 
the hope of getting into Surat The storm increased in violence, 
and on the i8th July the ship struck on the coast near Damaun As 
narrated by Roe, the crew reached the shore m safety, where they con- 
structed a bamcade to defend their goods Shortly after, they were 
joined by the company of the Duyve, wjiich had stranded a mile off 
Van den Broecke burnt the wreck of his vessel, and the whole party 
marched to Gandevi, near Surat, where they took up their quarters 
(Van den Broecke, Op sijne Reysen, p 73) There is an interesting 
account of the shipwreck m a letter from the Surat factors to the 
Company, O C, No 561 

With the daughter of Shdhnawdz Khdn, son of the Khdn-khdndn 
’ On the 12th December, 1616, in writing to Surat, Roe had men- 
tioned a rumour that “ Sultan Carseroone shall mame Normahalls 
daughter and haue liberty and that all the faction will adhere to 
him” (cp p 363) The lady in Question was the daughter of Nur 
Mahdl by her former husband, Smr Afgan, and there seems little 
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[Hupist]23 — The KInp fcMicd Al A»ph Chan^ I re 
ctioed from Alq>po and PwU pa^iapes of the Uarre the 
Turl.e* rctrali but no vk*ord of our Enphsh, onl> that the 
Capuinc of Grinlni’ had written to practUc their disgrace. 

To UiLUAM Rodiuks at UrA»AW* 

(AdJl \rs.6iti f :o7) 

Mandoe, August 11 1617 

Both yourmcniioncdlctir* I tuuc iccttucd belong Paisadgcs 
thVs Ust armied the lo Pretent, by which 1 vndenund )‘our 
honest and cfTcctual care of the Initl CommItt|cd] wi. 

1 doubt not )tm hauc long since rtcnutd my Ictin by the Post 
of Mahomet Rjua fUege, the Shawlm bU Ambaiudor dis- 
peeded from Court the lolh of January 161V and since you 
art fulhr pooewd of our intents to ptmeeuie the Negotiation of 
Pcnla by the amoah of oar factors. I can yet proceed to no 
farther engagement then W way of adutsc 10 wnh )ou at a fayih 
fal cnghshmaaio dcale OcarW with the Pnnee what wee letbc 
and what wee will performe. J fcare, at ihn beginning was rash, 
rt may rectid** tome dngrace, ctpeoally If any of our seruanlet 
dlhcT omtaih in their woordciand Promise* or In their title*.* 
Thcrforc that you nuy truly know what you may tafely dchuer 
tdward Conitock wat tent from Suratt as a factor to b^inn and 
make offer of the amety mprocidcd either of Inttruciions, goodea 
or racanet fill for luch an enlcrpme Thetforc the Pnnee wilbe 
Ileasd not to Judg rt by this attempt, which was rather to thowe 
our affection then any proofe of our abHltyc Neyther will it 
bet cua cmhrased by the English mleitc a 1 ort bee leecured or 
Mart cslabhihed, priiet agre^ on for tuch quanlctyes of both 
tide* at that neither be dccelaed wee in fitting and Putting off of 
emr Comodiiye, nor the Pnnee of vent lor hi*. Vpon these 
Icarmcs you may bee bould to aay whatsocucr hcc dciier* may 


dogbt that, had kbusrd accepted the pioffered alHance, he would hate 
rejaloed hit liberty, and pcinapt hi* rtf btful place at court. lUii he 
wi» devotedly attached to hVi eiitiloi, wife, and refuted to listen in 
any proposal of ihc kind. Hh Intended bride wat iberefore t rant 
feried to hh younfest brother Prince Shanydr whom the empreas 
eodearouredtibouch uofuccetsfully) to tet op *1 a rival to Prince 
Kharram (cp. Drl/a VaJU Haktoyt boc. edn^ voL I, p 56). 

‘ “Ormot h probably roeant There l» tome confusion a* to the 
date on which these letter* were receiv e d. A* win be seen from Roe • 
reply they arrived on the aoih, not the aand. , . ^ , i-. 

* A copy sent overUnd by Kobblo* to the Company I* m the L O 
Record* {O C, No. 530). 

« Seep. 373. * Seep. 395 
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bee accomplished , but a straggling, Peddling, vncertayne trade 
will neyther Profitt nor become so great Nations. My last is 
more lardge m this particular Only 1 find in all your lettres you 
haue a beleefe that Sir Robert Sherley is a well wisher to his 
Countne and an Enemie to the Portugall 1 would perswade you 
out of this error His actions showe little reason , he hath not 
only procured for them a Peace, but is engaged to procure for 
them the whole trafique, and to that end is he imployed I 
doubt not the Sha-bas may haue a good affection to vs , but yet 
hee will deale like a King and Come fayre off from his first offer 
It is not good to bee blind, nor by blinding others to hope to 
atteyne our endes , therfore I would not wish any Englishman to 
vndertake that the English will deale for all the Kinges goodes, 
except hee will exchang it for Cloth and our English Comodityes , 
then bee bould , the rest I knowe w'hat wee are able to performe 
Nor that wee will take Ormus and beate the Portugall out of 
those seas . these are vamtyes ^ I'he Company entend a trade, 
not a warr, but in their owme defence, and that brauely and 
honestly It were better for the Pnnce to ayme only at that free 
Commerce , so he should vnderstand the sweetnes of a trade and 
the difference of Nations But I professe I know not vpon what 
tearmes any way to bee engaged, the Company not yet knowinge 
of the enterprise , therfore I will farthar spare my opinion vntill I 
can doe yt vpon good grow nd, and only advise you to assist this 
beginning with all force and yet with all moderation , to Cast off 
all hopes of Sir Robert Sherley advancing vs, and trust to our- 
selues and our owne honest wayes Thus you shalbe sure to 
fynd a lust recompence to your desartes 

I feare it wilbe my hard fortune this yeare to visitt you by order 
from his Maiestie, and to help to build vpon this foundation , for by 
this fleete I expect a resolution from England, and suppose I shall 
receiue full Commission to treat effectually If it fall out so, you 
shall fynd a frend that will deserue well your Paynes In the 
meane tyme, let no newe inxentions putt you out of the way to 
show the King my lettrs and the last articles sent his Maiestie, 
wherof you have a Copy in English, and they were agreed vnto 
here by his Ambassador I neede not send a transcnpt, for, if 
they miscamed, now they will amue too late, for I shall almost 
bee in Persia as soone as this ^ If I Come not, I returne for 


^ Yet in less than five years the English did both. 

As will be seen, the letters from England contained no definite 
instructions to Roe to proceed to Persia, and he contented himself 
therefore with authorising the factors already on the spot to act on 
his behalf It was, however, believed in London at the oegfinning of 
1619 that Roe had either gone {Co/ State Papers E Indies., i6l7‘2i, 
No 532) or was going {ibid , No 536) to Ispahan, and this has been 
.iccepted as a fact by the editor of the Calendar (preface, pp xxx and 
Ixix) and others 
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Enf;lin<J, ind ihot sfTajtrt wtll no mote Coneemc met- So, in 
ctpecuuon of firthtt newr* ftora the Ime founiernc, I Commhi 
jrtra 10 God. 

[/f»fp///] 35 — I iduiscd to Ajjra m) proceeding in the 
ArmenUni buunw^ ' backc to Surat and Brampoore of 
all oceunrmt». 

Thii da> Ataph Gian feasted Sortnahall [and?] the 
Prince Sultan CorKrroonc a^ U reported to make a firmc 
alliance, and that he will bnng awa> a \\ifc.b> his Fathers 
impoTlunllic. This will beget his foil Hbcrtic and our 
proud Masters mine.* 

To 1HC txricmi rprtiuu. which siiaix aatiua this ycarc.* 
(-r/y/ ^5.6115 f 158.) 

August 30, 1617 

The Dutch at Surait win Plant in spite of n but I 
know no reiton uhf «ee ihouM not beaie them off at sea. 
Tbeh iniolencw would be rei^olted, npeculljr of thK man, who 
hath robbd with enchth Coulora. U his ship yet aJiue and br 
search twh could tee found, shee srould fsbould ?) bee fired, 
her toodet seated, and at many as you could lake carried home 
to England to tniwer it Howcucr charil« no« Pitiyes their 
estate ofbawfnpc,^ enquire of Master KerrwJgc their Courses to 
the Sowthward and ^rou will 6nd iher mcmil noe Curtesye. 
Tlicrfore my adnee u to sroorke rpon their necesiitye no way 
to ttleeoc ihctn, but to buy their Coroodllle fitt for the Redd Sea, 
to flit our selucs If that attempt be thought on, or for Persia 
if that last yeare they sould ipces at such rale hi Surait as wee 
might well make proGtt on It b wwdome lo tsc ibc Pre- 

sent to belt adranlagc.* 


* An ArmcfiUn had booght doth at AJmere from the Eajllsh 

factors to the tbIuc of 7 yjo nipeet, bat lud failed to pay the last 
Intlalment of hrt debt- • Seep 404- 

* The “eapected (»enefal proved to be Manhi Fring of whom see 

note on p 41a « Shipwreck. 

* Roe's adrlcc was acted 0000 As soon os the English fleet 
arrived \ an den Broecke went on hoard and begged that Pnng would 
either girt hli men passage to Bantam or sell a Portuguese pme 
for ihb purpose. Both requesls were refoied, and the Dutchmen 
t h ereupon lUrted to march orerUod lo Masulipatam. They reached 
their destlnatioo in safdy on Christmas ere, after a ioamey of a raonth 
and twenty fire days rf 4 . pp 7 i sod 80). Roe seems to 
hare changed hit mind later for on Norember 8, 1617 he wrote 

3 2 « 
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Now I ’Shall come to a more generall consideration of the 
whole estate of the Companies affaires, which wilbe very requisite 
well to ponder ^ I doubt not but you haue brought a greate 
fleete and vast bellyes to bee filled, and _your stock and Cargoson 
but according to ordinane and woonted aduise, for that the Com- 
pany will relye on our helpes toward the Sowthard, \shich you 
will finde haue these former yeares beene very bare, and that this 
will spare you little toward soe great a lading Therfore first I 
will lett you see what last yeare was Complayned off that this 
factorie deuoured all the rest, and Captain Pepwell went on with 
little hope to make any quick retume. Master Kerridge can 
informe you of the wantes before you Mesolapatan will affoord 
you little or nothing ; Priaman and Ticoe,^ by a New factory (if 
It stand) somwhat, but their stock soe small as it will not bee 
scene Bantam is suckd drye, and the decay of the trade 
hastened home Captain Keeling, who, foreseeing the wants it 
hee should haue stayed out his tytUe, saw hee should both fayle 
of hopes and beare the blame or ill fortune of that was not his 
fault , therfore wisely, first considering himselfe would returne 
loaden (for bee that comes full home is welcome for the Present, 
they that follow^ must stand to their fortunes), to lade him the 
Hector and all other were emptied, and shee found vnfitt and so 
broken vp,? and all the factories so nere sucked that ther is little 
leff' to supply the last [general], who earned 3 great ships where 
to fill them 1 know pot You will fynd the estate so much woorse 
by how much later you are and the greater fleete, and therfore 
must foresee it for your owne Creditt and the Companyes benefitt 
After you are Past Bantam the other factones are of small conse- 
quence , that m Speadana"* is only for a box , the Moluccoes 
possessed by the Dutch and wee beaten out and they to strong 
for to Tcquite yt , Japan a jest or not woorth the thincking 
op, if apy-factory remayning The Case standing thus, the wayes 
to ipeete these feares I will scamble at and deliuer my opinion 
First, at the Place wher you are, I confesse it is now the foun- 


expressing regret that Pnng had not sojd to the Dutch one of the 
prizes (C> C, No ,559) 

In 1620 Van den Broecke returned to Surat as Director for Arabia, 
Persia, and India, a post which he held till April, 1629 Della Valle, 
who met him there in 1623, speaks of him as “a gentleman of good 
breeding and very courteous” (\ol 1, p 25) A portrait of him is 
given in Valentyn’s Ottd en Nteuw-OosUlndien, vol iv, Part li, p 222 

^ Some of this is, perhaps, not stnctly germane to the subject of 
the present t\*ork , but it presents so interesting a summary bf the 
position and pj-ospects of the company’s trade that it seems worth 
quoting at "length Roe’s advocacy of wh&t practically piracy 
should not" be bvcrlopked \ but it was qifife m’ficbVdhnce with the 
ethics of tfie age i PeppeV ports' in Sumatra. 

^^'Seep 39U * Sutodaii'a; ht Borfidd 
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UjTic and life of all ihr Lan India trade, and ihcrforc PrindpaDy 
to bee rtspected , bot not toe a« to robb all others, except it 
could suflicc to loadc all your sMpps , which, seang it will, with 
the stock It hath, but Compasse one (and that not thegreatest), the 
other cmptic bellies must bee cairo for eh It wtH prooue a 
dcarc bargalnu It is true the fcarcofthc Portugans mil CorapelJ 
>1 to arrest all for defence of this , but that may bee better borne 
if you aAcr know how to dl«p*nc the itsu The factor* at Soratt, 
as men respecting In the Principal! pbcc their ownc estate*, mil 
drawc from you all they Can for that they ihall hauc the Creditt 
of this, and the mhery of the residue they fhall not fcele, or 
not iotoone , but wee reguard not Creditt imcly, but profili and 
Crcdiil mnicTtatly In the Consideration of the whole royadge. 
Therforc, as you must bccllbcran In sparing whalsococr may bee 
spared for this, *oc you must bee veary Drcumspect to sane what 
you can for the Sombward I mtanc Mony, for your Comodlly 
(If as other )*ean) li only fiit for this and is lost forward, to that 
you may ditchardce of that as much as they will take, and keepe 
that redy Comodiiy coyne, for Bantam, wherin the Dutch are 
toe fumUhed that they mil omlay you or make you buy at 
vnrcascmable price. I'enia, I fcart, will demand tome, for the 
king mil ncuer tost rt without yt, for that is his end, to vent 
his silkes to rayte a reuenew, for the sllke u all bh and the best 
pan of hu Iricomc. HU Aro^ador tould mee hee might buy 
tome doth to pay hit touldlm with but no quaniety ncytbcr 
would hee truck nor wee effect any neat woorkc vnlcsse wee 
resolucd to bring two thlrde* mony the rest m spices and fine 
ware. Our Qotn U tould Cheaper In Spahan then hcare to 
koowledg the Persians bring quantet>‘e*, which lye now at their 
Stray • of the same sorts and best coulors, bought at Aleppo and 
not vendible at home, aud here aflborded at a iw/rr and two m 
a CaA/rr mder ours. This will make you tee what hope ihcr is 
of rayilng that way a stock by Doth. 

But, with the bat husbandry you can vtc, filling this factone as 
l^^lbe requisite, you wllbe *0 fleeced as you cannot haue hope 
by all the remayner and the proceed of the olhet* to take in to 
lade one of your greatest ships, or ^t one at most and you shall 
fynd diner* before you attending to bee seiued, like men at a fotin 
tmme in scarcely of water What then 1 1 to bee done mth your 
nccte? Fust, I will propose to you the red sea. Though your 
»tock bee not great, the letume nwy bcelng rcimployed here, and 
•o One ship may bee occupied and fitted , and yop shall haue 
in your way these chance* live Dabull shlppes, oroflhe Samorin,* 
or any otbCT where wee trade not, Bcleeue me, Sir to Chasten 
^y of these People make* not only them but any their Neigh' 
boT* the better If it bee doubted how the Mochai* mil take It 


bee note cm p. 90. 
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or how admitt >our trade, I answere to the last . \eTy willingly, 
m Compan> of the Guzcrattes Necessitie will enforce them to 
giue >ou Content, least you molest others by w'hom they profitt , 
and ther is noe great doubt, for the Dutch had trade last yeare 
and good \sage in our Names,* and vpon that made this second 
attempt which is miscamed this jeare, as if oportunitye envited 
\s to that in our owne Persons which others did in our shadowcs 
Besides, the Treachery \'sed to Sir Heniy' Middleton was the first 
apperance and notice of any of our forces in that Seas , they tooke 
\s for Piratts, which now they better vnderstand, and dare not 
offend \s, because they know wee can bee revenged, if but b} 
keeping others from trading with them For the former, to dealc 
with any others that may bee safe Prise, it may bee done after 
trade at the seas Mouth It wilbe long before it bee know ne,* 
and, when it is, it matters not , the suffering the Guzurattes to come 
I’caceably is fauour enough, because they are the mayne traders 
on that Coast Concerning the rest of your fleete, you may kcepe 
company on this Coast and take your hazard about Zeilan If 
the King of Achin bee fickle and our factorie not flow rishing, 
hec must bee Chastised too, and this one way, by threatening 
him not to suffer the Guzerattes to supply him, whom yet you 
may not meddle with From thence you may attend the Passadg 
of the Chineses and other traders in the Sowiheren streighles and 
C handg with them at the best hand If you stand so low as 
China or towards Mocaa'’ itselfe, suerly all is Pnsc, and this may 
cither gelt you a trade or at least serue the Present, and cannot 
Icauc the whole in woorse estate then it is, for as good wee doc it 
as bcarc the envy for no profitt, for the l)utch practise it vnder 
our English Crosse Japan I doubt you will not see , or, if you 
doc, I fcare you shall fynd cause enough to bidd you thinck 
nothing frye that abides m the nett The Portugallcs I ncedc 
not any way Mention, their Iniunes and your owne Commission 
will guide you Some will say this Course will in tyme ouerthrow 
all trade I am of another opinion, considering the Nature of this 
People, that hauc no scnce of honor, but only Profitt Wee shall 
in tyme teach them to know their supenors , and if they will not 
giuc \s trade, wee can yet choose whither they shall cnioy it or 
no Nccessityc and fcare will enforce them with whom no Curtesy 
nor reason can prcuaylc Neccssityc alsoc Plcades now for vs, 
for, were wee admitted trade, wee want mcancs for soc great 
fleetcs to V3C It and the lossc at hand wilbe htavic 'Ihe game 
by good Imoiyc once Pursed will l>arc out the couldnea of trafique 


• Tins IS doubtful The Surat factors told Koe that the Hutch h»d 
taVen at fust for hn^ltshmcn, but they did not assert that they 
hart pretended to be so , while Van den Hroeckc distinctly avers that 
b<‘ f o stfd tf c Stadthcjider's tlag over the Dutch factory at ^^ocha 
’ At Mp. ha. ^ Macao 
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t ytarc or iwo ond some kind of Sprinpa arc »he fresher for 
Croppn^;. Thus 51OU hatic my opinion which r»c according to 
your drtcretton for I doc not decree but only propose* 

And *0, blessing the grattous God of Mercy for your safety 
and alt yrrar Company, to whom I desire to remernb^ roy harty 
engtrth «uhca, I Commilt you to God. 

SffUmbfr I — ibc Klngi Dirth*da>, and the solem 
nilic of hii wdghlnp* to which I went, and was canyed 


' The ml of the letter h occapttd by a cnilcism of the polKy par 
wed by Uownton. when attacked oyihe I ortoguew of keeping on the 
defenutr m “the hole at ^wally Koc nuinuins ihaili would be far 
>afcr Instead of allowing ihefn»«m 10 be **beseegcd in a 6»h Pond, 
to*‘Pi«icKil. and attend them In tea Rootne ” "Captam Best 
wuh Icsw forte mett them and beate them like a mao, not by hazard j 
and If he had had that force which Dow ton had, I beleetiebad brought 
avaj' a better tronhee. 1 nng agreed with Koc and in a letter to 
the Companyof Nmember ii, 1617 {OC No. <64) he stated that 
rf the remoor pt m e d true that sestn I onognesc snips bad amrtd, it 
was hH IntentfOQ to go to meet them, ** where 1 may be in a more 
ipauotrs place then the poole of bwally 
* Roe had mitved this ceremony ibe pm^s year, owing to the 
ntmake of a messen^cT (see p. 3$j). It was an «d Hindu rostem, 
adwed by Akbar and Is still 10 use In Tta\-aocere and elsewhere. 

, t cny, who was present on this occasion ihos desenbes the ««« 
(p- 395 ) “TTie first of S^etnber which was the late Mogris birth 
My reiaiolflg an andent searly Coitom, was In ibt presence of 
hhchlef Grandies wdched in a llabnce ; the Ceremony pcTformcd 
wuWnhH HooteorTcni, In a fair spaeioos Room, whcrelnlo none 
were admitted but by special Icai-e. The Scales In which be was thus 
•^fhed were f^ted with Gold and so the beam on which thev 
bnog by great Chains made likewise of that most precttw ftlrtal. 
The King sitting In one of them was wrelghed first against itlier C^ 
•hIcB Immediately after was distnbuted amoeg the poor then 
was be weighed against Cold after that against Jewels, as ^cy say 
hut 1 obser^ (being present there wub my Lora Ambassadour) that 
^ was weighed aramsi three semal things laid In iUkcn Dags on 
w contrary Scale. WTien I saw Wm m the Balance I thought on 
Bfbhaiiar who was found to light, Dan. 5, a? By bis weight, of 
which hb Physicians yearly keep an exact account, they preside to 
of the present estate of hU body of which they sow 
“tly however th^ think h to be. \\T»en the Mogd is thus weighed 
about among the sunder»4>y ihm pieces of silver aM some 
Of Gold made like flowers of that country and some of thOT are 
2 ^ like Gores and tome like Nutmegs, but very thin a^ bonow 
Then be drinks to hb Nobles in hb Royal wme (as that of Ahasocros 
" -fwA. 1 7) who pledge hb health n tr u ^ 

Other accounts of the ceremony will be found in Tm Jitwtw 
p. 440 Mandeblos hmv/x (second En^Mb 
P> 4 a { liender's Ttvxuls (Consuble’s edn.), p. 268, and Blochnmnnb 
AU roL I, p. 366. 
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into a very large and beautifull Garden , the square within 
all water , on the sides flowres and trees , in the midst a 
Pinacle, where was prepated the scales, being hung in large 
tressels, and a crosse beame plated on with Gold thinne, 
the scales of massie Gold, th6 borders set with small stones, 
I^ubies and Turkey,^ the Chaines of Gold large and massie, 
but strengthened with silke Cords Here attended the 
Nobilitie, all sitting about it on Carpets, vntill the King 
came , who at last appeared clothed, or rather loden with 
Diamonds, Rubies, Pearles, and other precious vanities, so 
great, so glorious ' his Sword, Target, Throne to rest on 
correspondent , his head, necke, breast, armes, aboue' the 
elbowes, at the wrists, his fingers euery one with at least 
two or three Rings, fettered with chaines, or dyalled^ 
Dyamondh, Rubies as great as Wal-nuts (some greater), and 
Pearles such as mine eyes were amazed at Suddenly hee 
entered into the scales, sate like a woman on his legges, 
and there was put in against him many bagges to fit his 
weight, which were changed sixe times, and they say was 
siluer, and that I vnderstood his weight to be nine thousand 
which are almost one thousand pound sterling® After 
with Gold and lewels, and precious stones, but I saw none , 
it beeing in bagges might bee Pibles Then against Cloth 
of Gold, Silke, Stufifes, Linnen, Spices, and all sorts of 
goods, but I must beleeue, for they were in fardles * Lastly, 
against Meale, Butter, Come, which is said to be giuen to 
the Bamam, and all the rest of the Stuffe , but I saw it 
carefully carryed in, and none distributed Onely the 
siluer IS resumed for the poore, and semes the ensuing 
yeare, the King vsing in the night to call for some before 


* Turquoises s Drilled? Cp p 322 

3 Jn 1616 Jahdnglr weighed 6514 tolahs (TuzoA), equivalent to 
210J lbs troy (lllochmann’s Aln-t-Akban, vol 1, p 267 «) or about 
12 stone 5 lb Nine thousand rupees, if of the weight usual at this 
period (about 176 grains), would weigh about 275 lbs troy 
Bags or bundles. 
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him and with his ov.me hands In prcAl famtliaritlc and hu 
mHiltc to distribute that mon^ The scale he sate In by 
one side, he pared on me and turned me his stones and 
sii*callh and smiled but spake nothing for my Enterpreter 
could not be admitted Iru After he n'as ^^cighed he as 
cended his Throne, and had Basons of Nuts Almonds 
Fruits, Spices of all sort mide in thinne silucr "uhich he 
cast about and his great men scrambled prostrate \pon 
their belliei which seeing I did not, hcc reached one 
bason almost full and pen red Into m> Clokc. Ills Noble 
men were so bold as to put in their hands, so thickc that 
the) had left me none If I had not put a remajmer \"p. I 
heard he threw Gold till I came In but found it silucr %o 
thinne, that alt f had at first being thousands of seuerall 
pieces, had not weighed sixtic Kt/fins I saued about 
twentic weight >*ct a good dishful) which I keepe 

to shew the ostentation for by my proportion he could 
not that day cast away aboue one hundred pound sterling 
At night he dnnkclh with all his Nobllitle In rich Plate. 

I was Inultcd to that but told I must not refuse to diinke, 
and ihdr waters arc fire. I was sickc and in a little fluxe 
of bloud and durst not slay to venture my health. 

September 9.— The King rode to the Riuer of Dirbadath * 
fiuc cckru on pleasure and comming by my house, 

I rode out to meetc him The customc Is, that all men 
by whom hcc passeth ncarc thdr gate make him some 
Present, which Is taken as a good sltni, aftd Is called 
ifombairde^ good Newes or good Succcssc. I had 
nothing to glue nor might fitly goc with nothing nor 
*tay at home without discouctesie which made Jnee vtf\t 
ture vpon a falrc Booke web bound filleted and gbk Mec 


* NarbadA, 

* AfuMruJk, Bernkr speaks of tbe Dutch embassy sent to coo 
fratnUie Atirangiflj on hii accession 01 ffoino to present him ** with 
the Af0hktn< (p. ijy). 
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cators last Edition of the Maps of the world, ^ which I presen- 
ted with an excuse that I had nothing worthy, but to a great 
King I offered the World, in which he had so great and 
rich a part The King tooke it in great courtesie, often 
laying his hand on his breast, and answering Eucrj' thing 
that came from mee was welcome Hee asked after the 
ships arriuall, which I told him I daily expected Hoc told 
me hcc had some fat wild Hogges sent him from Goa, and, 
if I would cate any, at his returnc he would send me some. 
I made him due reuercncc, and answered . Any thing from 
his Maicstic was a feast to me He rode on his Eliphant, 
and the way was stonic , and I offering to bring him to- 
ward the gate, hcc bade God keepe mcc, and returnc to 
my house, demanding w'hich it was, and praysing it (in- 
deed, It was one of the best in the Lcskar^ yet but an old 
Church and large Tombe inclosed). Iterating his fare- 
well, he said the way w'as ill, and desired me to goc home , 
and with much shew' of courtesie tooke Icauc 

\Sfptembcr\ i6 — I rode to repay the visit of Marrc 
Rustam," the Prince of Candahor, w'ho at my artluall sent 
word he durst not sec mee, except hcc asked Icaue of the 
King or acquainted Etimon Dowlct or Asaph Chan, which 
at the Durbar he would I answered he should not need, 
for I ncuer meant to trouble my sclfc w’lth a man so vn- 
ciuill. nor to come a second time. I knew well it was a 
shift out of ill manners that the King would bee no more 
angr)' for his bidding mcc welcome to his house then for 
his comming to mine • but that I cared not to sec him, hut 
came in ciuihtic to requite that 1 took so in him. Hi' 
man desired me to stay vntill he told his M.aster my 
answerc , but I would not, and returned 

At night, 1 ro<lc to Court to visit the King, who qtie* 
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boned about the Bookc of Maps but I did forbehre any 
Speech of my debts. 

[Septcmbtr\ 35'— I rode to the Court, very weakc to 
make triall of the King about our debts •* for that Muck 
shud had also ncvily anstvered he had mist his Pngany^ 
and knew not how to pay but by his house. I dehuered 
the King the Merchants Petition, which hcc caused to bee 
read aloud and the names of the debtors and sureties and 
summes distinctly by Asaph Chan which done he called 
Araddat Chan* the chiefc of his officers of Houshold and 
the Cutwall and gauc them order but what I vmlcrstood 
not Reading the names hcc questioned thar abilities 
and qualities, and what goods they rccciucd finding some 
dead some strangers concerning Rulph* Asaph Chan 
ofTered to speakc to the Pnnee at his amuall to finish it 
My Interpreter now called dn and the King conuerted 

to met, gluing this answ ere That the Merchants had made 
debts at their ownc wills, and not brought a note of their 
goods to him therefore if the men were in 5 uffiaent,it was 


‘ The 33rd accordinx Koe» letter 10 the Sural &cton of the 
29d> Wem Mi/dy AfS 6115 C 364). 

* Two of these— 14,000 rupees due from Mukshud Dls, and 3 0 , 0 0 0 
owedby^Troo [Guru] — were for cloth sold in Ajmere id October 
i6i6i There was also a sum of Tpoo rupees due from “ Herwroen, 
who had made over some eteplianu to satisfy the Jaim But, he 
drying at this lime, all his x^odi were sehed for the klnc’a use. Asnf 
Kbin promised Roe that he would see ihrs debt d/s^arped out of 
the pro ceed s of a House at Agra which had b^onged to the deceased. 

* His “/orforto / the tract of country asiipncd by the kinu for 
his mamtenaoce. Uemlv m his glossary fp. 455 of Constabiestranslru} 
his ** /’/ufTia, that U, the chief city dui^ or village, which has 
c^y others subordinate to it, and where the rents are paid to the 
Kryr who ts the absolute Lord of all the lands of his Empire. 
V“^^has, In a marm^ note on p. 455 of his first volume, explains 
that •prironit, are lordships. 

* Irddat Kh i n , the title of a Ferslaa named Mfr Muhammad lillur 
He was introduced at court by Asaf KJUln, and later 00 assisted him 
TMienany hi securtng the accession of Shlh Jahin. The latter gave 
mm In turn the gm-emments of Dexigal, AJlah£bdd, Gujirdt, and 
Jaunpor He died in 1649. 

* See note on p. 403. 
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at their pcrill, for that it was no reason to expect the 
money from him (which, I suppose, he spake of his seruant 
Hergonen, who being dead, his goods were seazed for the 
Kings vse) : but seeing it was the first'time, he would now 
assist me, and cause our money to be payed ibut if here- 
after the English would deliuen their goods to his seruants 
\\ ithout money or acquainting him, they should stand to 
the hazard , but if, when their commodities came to the 
Court, they would” bring a bill to him of all, he would first 
serue himselfc, and after distribute the rest to such as 
should buy that and^ if any of them failed, he \\ould 
pay the money himselfc. This is indeed the ciistomc of 
Persia Merchants, to bring all to the King (which I hauc 
often scene), who takes his choice and dcliuers the rest to 
his Nobilitic, his Scnuattocs writing to whom, and hts 
Officer cutting price ; a copy of which is giucn the Mer- 
chant, and hoc goes to their houses for money , if they pay 
not, there is an expresse Officer that hath order by currant 
course to force them Then was it told my Interpreter 
w'hat command the King had giucn . that Arad [Araddat ?J 
Chan should call the debtors before him, and cause them 
to pay , but this pleased not our Merchants I thought it 
both a iust and gratious answ'cre , better then in such 
cases pnuatc men can get of great Princes 

The King, hearing I had been sickcand wished for wine, 
gaiic me fiue bottles, and commanded, when I had cndcfl 
those, to send for fiue more, and so as I wanted and a fat 
Hogge, the fattest 1 ciier saw, sent \p by Mochreb Clian, 
that came from Goa, which at midnight was broiiglit homo 
by a Ilndtiy with this message since it came to the King 
it had eaten nothing but Sugar and Butter. 1 tookc this 
ns a stgne of fauour, and I am sure in that Court it !■ a 
great one. I hen he sent for the Map lKK>k(. and toU! me 
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he had shewed it his Mutatu} and no man could rcade nor 
vnderstand it, therefore if I would, I should haue it 
againe. I answered At hts pleasure , and so It was re 
turned* 

\Septembcr\ 26.— There being a Roux in rebellion in the 
hOls, not past twcntle Count from the Laskar the King 
lately sent out two Vmhra^ with horse to fetch him b , 
buthe defended his quarter, stew one of them and twelue 
Maanapdam^ and in all of both sides about fine hundred , 
returning scomefuU messages to the King to send his 
sonne, for he was no prey for ordinary forces. 


* See note 3 on p. 312. 

* *'Tbe feeds and feasts bbnself with this conceit, that be Is 
Conqueror of the world j and tbereforc 1 c ooc el v c that be was troohled 
open a ume. when my Lord Ambusador, faaranc bnslaeii with him 
(and open those terms there is no comtog onto that Kine empty 
handed, wliboot some present or otber^ and hatlttf at that tune 
opthfof left, which he tbocjht 6t to gire hfm, presented him with 
Uercaton rreat book of Cosmocraphy (whidi the Ambajaador had 
btOQght thither Car hh own use^ tellmc the Motrol that that book 
described the fbnr rarts of the world, and all the sereral coantreys In 
them contained. The Mo)^ at Che first seem'd to be nmeh ta ken 
whh hj derirmg prescaily to see bis own Territories, whkh were 
httmediately thewen to him ; he asked where were those ctamUeyi 
iboot them be was told Tartarla and Penda, as the names of the 
rest which confine with Mm ; and then canslnc the bot^ to be turn’d 
all oTtr and finding 00 more to tktl to fan share, bet what he first 
saw, and he calRng Klmt^lf the Ceequeror of the world, and harmf 
M Res ter sbsre In It, seemed to be alhtle trooWed, yet otIIt told the 
A mhusi dor that nehber hims^ nor any of hb people did tmder 
fbnd the brnrage In which that book was wnlten, and because so, 
^ fajdier toJd bun that be wonld not rob Imn of snei a Jewd, and 
™refbre retained it imto him agam. And the truth Is thlt the Great 

might rery wdl bnng his action against Mercator and others 
wbo describo the world, bnt itrdgbten him vc^ mnch In tbelr Maps, 
oet snowing him to be Lord and Commander of those Ptorlnces wlnui 
properiy bdoog unto him. —Terry’s Vtygt to East India, p. 367 

■ Prop^yn phinl ^ord (Arabic Uotartt, pL of .rfwfA bet oft« 
®ed, as here, to signify a grandee or mllltaiy commander of rank, 
'ryer styles the Unsaiddn “petty OsirwAi.* 

* Seep. 239. 


SB 
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To THC COMMANDHR OF THE FlTET. 

{Addl MS 6115, f 263) 

Mandoa, September 29, 1617. 

. . Some alteration is hapned m the Proicct of Dabull for 
that I vnderstand Feanic' hath Robbd their great shipp It will 
stirr vp the Consideration of this People, but Crosse ow dcsigne, 
for I fccre they will not venture out, nor bcclccuc vs free If 
you Purpose not to tne the Port, wee shall hauc Icysure to Con- 
sultc of that in tyme of another Course at your departure 
That which I would most imprcssc into you is the Considera- 
tion of the Redd Sea, the rather for that it is reported the King 
sendcs his sister to Mccha, which, if true, wilbc the fittest opor- 
tunityc to treat of those Conditions which Pndc now will not 
admitt off I assure you shoe is the best Price that cuer was 
taken In India. The King is fully resolued to visitt Guzeratt, 
Cambaya and Amadasaz and there will spend this ycare The 
Nearenes will some way aduance our expedition I receiue 
good woordcs and good vsage, but without Presentes shall fynd 
dryc effectes Now is the last Iriall , for our Comoditj e is badd, 
our Conditions vnstablc , and if it mend not, wee must showe 
them another Countenance . A few dayes since dyned with 
mce an Italian that long hath vsed Persia I enquired the estate 
of trade His answere was it was not turra de negocto - all the 
trafique lay betweene Aleppo and Casbin, for silke and mony 
that only wilbe accepted that our Cloth will neuer vent, for in 
expenence it hath bcene often tryed from Turkye and sould at 


^ In the spnng of 1615 the Company had been alarmed by a report 
that Sir John Fern and others (of whom Pcpwcll was one) were medi- 
tating a voyage to the Red Sea under a commission from the French 
King The aid of the Pnvy Council was invoked, and royal letters 
were obtained commanding Fern to desist He thereupon fled into 
France, and the scheme came to nothing The Court, however, feared 
that he would renew his attempt, and in the royal commission to the 
leaders of the 1616 fleet {First Letter Book, p 463), a clause lyas 
inserted authonsing the capture of interlopers, Fern being particularly 
mentioned Doubtless their letters to the East contained a warning to 
their servants to prepare for troubles from this source, for on the 30th 
May, 1617, Roe wrote to Kerridge “ I much feare some ill Newes 
from the Redd Sea that will bnnge vs all m Trouble by the fugitiue 
Feame Possesse all men with an opinion of french Pirattes God 
tume his wayes from offending vs If hee touch any of this Country , 
goodes, the Prince will prosecute revenge and satisfaction with all 
Malice” {MS, f 193) Roe’s fears were, however, groundless, for, 
at the date when he was wrriting thus, Fern was in command of a 
ship in Ralegh’s ill-fated expedition to Guiana (see Hume’s Life of 
Ralegh, p 325 , Gardiner’s History of England, so\ 111, p 128 , etc.) 

“ No country for trade 
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eilreame lone. The disposition of the King is to bee very 
Camilar with ilrangcn if they bee In Cash In hope to gett, 
no nun can ocape him , when hcc hath luckd them, hee will 
not knowc them. 


October 2 —The Pnnee entered the Tov.*ne, and all the 
great men In sv'ondrous triumph. The King rccducd him 
as ifhc had no other, contrary to our cxpeclatioa' Bram 
pore left almost cmptlc v'ndcr Chan Channeu I had sent 


^ The campaign against the Dekhan princes had now been brooght 
to a dose by the tabmlisKm of the Kmg of BIjipar, which forced 
>1aUk Ambar also to make terms bv the surrender of Ahmadnagar 
and other territory which he had rtetmoBered from the Moguls- 
As lahln;* loftily puis it In hii \fffitoirs The insurgents, with that 
craft which dhtiocuishes them, made him [the Pnnee] their bier 
ceisoT and ahanooned the imperial temtory They presented lar« 
offerbgs of money and rabables as tribute and engaged to remalo 
odet imd loyal. At the Iniuoct of Kburram I remained for some 
«ys b the palace of Shldtibid at Mandd and consented to forgire 
toeir misdeeds* (EDiol and Uowtoos voL tl, p. 576X Roe's 

■ceoTOt, conubed in a letter to the EngUsh ambassador at Coo* 
fUattnople, August 31 1617 {AdM hfS 6115, L 307), Is fhr less 
complimentary “The King is at I resent b that they call an Army j 
w I see 00 souldlen though moUrtudes entertayned b the qoalety 
purpose was the expression of the miled Decan lunges, who are 
perswaded to part with some rotten Castles that may pretend a 
•hadowe of yeildlog somwhat, for which they arc plcasw here to 
thmek Ihcroselaes woorthy ofihe glorious Prajw due to an honorable 
Conquest. 

U was 00 this occasion that ibc Pnoce received the title by which 
hewM ever after known- “About three o'clock afternoon. Prince 
•^friam arrived and obtamed audience b the fort of Maadii. He had 
b^ absent from the Coart for eleven months and eleven days. After 
M had paid me hit respects I called him in the wbdow wbere I was 
Impolse of excessive paternal affection and love I 
ty nediatel y rose op awl took hhn b my aims. The more he expressed 
^ K TCience and respect for me, the more mr tenderness increased 
towards him. I ordew hJm to sit by me. He presented roe with 
sold m*Attrs and looo ra/w Formerly at the conquest of 
Rani, a msnsdi of 30,000 and the command of 10,000 horse had 
conferred on Prince Kharram, and when be was sent to the 
ho was honoured with the title of a Shih. Now b coo 
Merauon of his present service, hli matUiU was promoted to a 
of yOfOoo and the command of solooo horse. 1 also conferred 
« him the title of Shlh jahin. It was also ordered that henceforth 
tbould be placed for him b the Court next to my throne, an 
which was particularly con fer red on him and had never been 
b my famUy — Jahingfr^ Memoirs in EDlot and Dowsoo • 
Hfe<«7,TOLTl,p.j5r * 

3 3 
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to Asaph Chan^ to excuse my not meeting him, for I was 
not able to stirre, nor had no Present All the great men, 
and the Kings Mother, receiued him foure Course off I 
sent also some of my seruants with my lust excuse, which 
his pride only nodded at 

[Oe^oder] 5. — I receiued from Surat newes of our shippes 
arriuall, the Admirall missing, and her Prize of Mosam- 
bique ,2 the rest well, who had taken two English Rouers, 


^ This IS probably an error for Afzal Khdn, the Prince’s Secretary 
(see p 160) The same mistake occurs on p 435 

2 The 1617 fleet consisted of five vessels, the Royal James, Royal 
Anne, New Years Gift, Bull and Bee, commanded by Martin Pnng, an 
old acquaintance of Roe Prmg, whose Virginian voyages are well- 
known, had been master of the New Years Gift m Downton’s fleet of 
1614, and the ambassador was not without hopes that he would find 
him m charge of one of the incoming ships , his pleasure when “ the 
expected general ” turned out to be his desired friend is shown in the 
letter which follows 

Part of the fleet reached Swally on the 20th September , but Pnng 
himself, whose ship had a bad leak, did not arrive till five days later 
Three prizes had been taken one a Portuguese ship from Mozam- 
bique, laden with ivory and gold, and bound for Dm , the others, two 
English interlopers, who, when they were seized, were on the point 
of capturing the great junk which was yearly sent from Gogo to the 
Red Sea, and was now on her return journey These two ships were 
the Francis, of 150 tons, commanded by Samuel Newse, andtheZ»o«, 
of 100 tons, under the charge of Thomas Jones, who had been formerly 
boatswain of the Hector , they were the joint property of Sir Robert 
Rich (who afterwards as Earl of Warwick was a prominent leader 
m the Civil War) and Philip Bamardi, an Italian merchant resident 
in London, and had been set out under the protection of a commission 
from the Duke of Savoy Roe strongly advised resolute action with 
these unwelcome intruders, and Pnng, acting on his advice, confis- 
cated both ships and goods for the use of the Company This course 
was entirely approved by the latter , but it involved them in a long dis- 
pute with the noble owner, who claimed damages amounting nearly to 
20,000/ The King, who could not deny that the Earl had infhnged 
their patent, yet pressed them to give compensation In the con- 
troversy, Roe earned the gratitude of the Company by taking upon 
himself the responsibility of the seizure, and justifying it to the Pnvy 
Council In the end, the matter was referred to arbitration (see Cal 
Stale Papers, East Indies, 1617-21, preface, pp Ixxvi-lxxx , Gardiner’s 
History of England,vo\ 111, p 216, etc , Histoiical MSS Commission, 
Fourth Report, Lords’ Papers, p 19 , Court Minutes, passim) 

Extracts from Pnng’s journals of his two voyages to the East will be 
found m Purchas’s first volume, p 629 For Pnng himself see 
Professor Laughton’s article in the Diet of Nat Biography, and a 
pamphlet by Dr James H Pnng, published at Plymouth in 1888 
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«l out b) ( V whov.'crc found In chase of the 

Queen Molhen ship returned from the Red sea, which 
thc> fortunate!) rescued and brought safe in (If shoe had 
bin taken we had all bln In trouble) , with these the Com 
panic* Lciler Invoice Instructions for Penia, and dlucra 
other notes of aduisc that b> reason of the Admiralls 
absence thc) knew not what course to take with the men 
of Worre. I dispeeded to burnt orders about all busincssc 
as appearcs In my Letters. 

To CAfTAiN Martin Prikc. 

{Aiil MS 6115, C 161) 

[5 October 1617 p 

Honest Man 

God, that knowes my hart, witlntstc you are the wellcomeit 
man to this Country l!ul Coutd here atriue to assist my many 
trouble*. 

The Company bare, U seemes, cnlrosied more to met low I 
am wOlIng to rndcruke, for rtcmulng a Commission alwt Per 
ria,* It I* soe limliied, and with »oc reasons, that 1 cannot 
proceed with such bast at a supply would rtqolo nelho dart 
I Ihiock ft rci^ointe to tcpcnie your fleetc, nor Conrtnie nt to 
Tcnture more goodes before adnee, and adrice from a wbem 
man then Cot^ught, who wat tett out without my knowledg and. 


• Thus In the origmaL Puiehas was unwilling id mention In this 
connection so exalted a person at the Earl of Warwick. 

• No date Is giren In ihecnguuL . « 1, 

• From Carew't IMUrt (Maclean • edn., p 77 ) we lom that Rwa 
despatch to thc Company of Febroary *615 16 (tee byl 
reached Enrland In good time by an txpmi messenger from 
cooiol at Aleppo } those to the King and Council were entrosw by 
the tame officul to John Porv and did not come to hand uU later 
On the i6th JaiL. 1616 17 Sir Thomas Smylhe and ^er Icai^g 
membert of inc Company prctenied Roe t letter at the Council laWe. 
“The Loidi nVe to well oflV wrote Carew. “and the marchanii w 
wiDhjge to Bride ht, at that it wat concluded that a tryall thereof inaD 
be made and the retult It teen in the letiert now r«erv^ 
toggcfted three postlble objectkwt to the renture 

an tmiuliable pw that the Grand Signor might be offended br a 
compact With hit enemy and retaliate on the Enguwm^ In nrt 
dorruoloni and that the need of ready money to drive thc trade 
(600000/ he wat told would be necestary) would exhauit the ^treai w 
w the kmgdom. The retohlng Inttnictioni to Roe (bere refeued to; 
will be found in Appends B. See alto the lotrodoctlotL 
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I am sure, vpon such Conditions as the Company haue restrayned 
mee in I am of a Nature not to hurt , it was the rashnes of our 
Merchantes last yeare, whom I would now excuse and helpe out, if 
anything Committed that may preiudice them I vnderstand the 
Company to entend noe farther yet then a treaty of Conditions, 
which they heare^ haue begunne, but neuer sent me a Copy how 
they limited them For feare of their forwardnes I sent to the 
Shabas by his Embassador an ouerture of a treaty,- strict enough 
and wary on our Part, the answere wherof I expect, if Master 
Connocht, who is Amliassador,^ haue not taken vpon him to en- 
lardg yt and promise that wee cannot performe Therfore, the 
busines thus perplexed, it can from mee receiue noe farther 
authoritye then that I shall not Crosse any supply, if the Mer- 
chantes hould It necessane. But I see no fitt Cargazon to send 
but will weaken this too much Steeles Proiectes^ are 

Idle and vayne, smokey ayrye Imaginations His owne relations 
of Persia Contradictorye and silly, magnifying his owne woorkes 
I neuer sawe him , but I suppose I vnderstand him, and woonder 
how the Company are so decerned if they Putt much trust in 
him 

That which causeth my present writing is concerning two 
men of warr taken by you, of which it seemes some make doubt 
to stay, by reason of their Commissions and the greatnes of their 
owners You know your strength, what you may doe to men of 
their qualetye , and I know the Companies lettres patentes pro- 
hibiting any of the subiectes of England to trade this way, much 
more to roue And if it prohibit it, it consequently giueth power 
to execute such prohibition , els were it m vayne Therfore I 
desier you not only to stay them, but to take out theu: officers 
and some of their men and change them with yours for safetye, 
least they make escape They will steed you well with the Por- 
tugalles, whom you may expect to Bicker with The reason of 
this strict dealing is, besides the right of the company and the 
equitye of Nationes, the Kinges honor is engaged that wee shall 
not molest free merchantes, not our enemyes I am here a 
Pawne, and represent his Person , assure you, what damage so- 
euer any of these subiectes shall susteyne by vs our bodyes and 
goodes shall answere If for any occasion of our owne you de- 
teyne the said ship of Suratt, it is in our owne Power to free her 
that is another case I heare one Captain Newse is in one Hee, 
if I mistake not, is a follower of my lord Dauers,*^ himselfe a 
souldier and a vahant Man Deale with him to bee content to 
referr himselfe to mee I will vse him well and like his qualetye. 


^ The Surat factors 

* See p 373 3 See p 395 * See p 438 

* Lord (Henry) Danvers (1573-1644), afterwards Earl of Danby 
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oM, if «rt bcc antirctl of hi* tajlh, pcrhapi tome way 

anpJoy htm. Sir Robert Rfcch It my frend , b«l I am 

no* a raWxf|ac mlnlttcr and cannot tee anjlhlnp wiih ihotc 
cyct , yet hte tball fynd 1 will not v»c any otrcamctyln the End. 
Thft ate many Retter Counct then ihlt, to wronj; hit Soutraynge 
and hrt Nation, Alton: them they thall be belter ned 

and may thanck Ck»J iKcy fell Into oor Wtdes , for at men of 
wart ih^ that! haoc hemcat iKares If wee Mrchase rpon oor 
CTcTOtrt if not, I can tell them *hm to nuac a Toyaogc they 
than ^flttefyc. Ikale dTcetaany with them to make tb^ frcndcs 
and faythfotl and wrl c mre yotir oyrinlon whither wee may trott 
or na 

There \t one Pearlc* In a box dlrtclcd to raec, and 
tom«hai concerning It concealed from the Merthantet. That 
may bet towed to In Ooth that It may come lafe and tpetdily 
by the flnt Enghih but uVe heed yoo bet ctmnlng blden, for 
here are conmr^ t carcbert. 

1 prat looc that little wo orm e John Hitch,* and Commend 
mcetobm, Ifrvo Vettret from the King to the Mogolnor Pnnee 
a great error 

\o«r kmng frtnd, 

Tiio, Rot 


1 know not CapUin Andrew Shnimg* boi by fame to be a 
braae honest cun and iherforc I am hemnd to loue him and to 
wbh hha all i:ood. If bee win tiyt met hce ihall fynd 1 retnem 
ber »ome of hii Actlont. If Captain Adarom bee oor cold Virgi 


* A ralaahle peail wtichior JtJ carat*, ** ihaped Hke a pear vciy 
larxe, beatrtrful and orient tTcny p. 374). Poor rtnnp of imall 
pcaiU were alio seat (tllddalpb s Accoenu). 

• From the menlton of Hitch on |w 6 U leemi probable that he 
wa» master'i mate Hi the Ltuft wbm Roe came «t In ber The lattw 
wrote to the Covernor of the Company la hl» tirour tad Smjnne, with 
a ioi about ttmilait plain Joba Ilitcti Into Muter Match, i«t him 
oot la the pmetrt fleet as master of the /Jff In her a btUe later ^ 
madctTojngt to lishak. Wltco the fleet wa* Icavlog SoraL the 
ambassador made ft hi* •pecul rcqoeti to Prlag, that be *0^ ei^er 
lake Mitch botae with him, or *en4 him back to India that he mlrbt 
be with Roc. In April, 1618, howerer Match was made commander 
of the Artp ytarr Qip and did not r e turn to Enebnd till l6ai when 
be wai ctmored by {he Court for haring “ carried himself eery weakly 
In the fight with the Fionlags." 


• Shilling the commander of the Annt (In whl^ Roe n^c hi* 
homeward voyage! has earned a ptaa In the DicHcnm of 
DUf^rapkr by ha action srith the Port«oc*e off Jfsh^ In vdikb he 
lost hb life (Jan- 1611), An acc oon t w hhn *IU aHo be fo®^ in the 
profiCB to Sir demeni* Markhams Vefagti of IViUUm Baffin. 


3 3 « 
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man Adams/ hee is my good frend Commend mee to him whoso- 
euer, and to all our Countnroen 

6 — I rode to visite the Prince, at his vsuall 
houre, to giue him welcome and to acquaint him with our 
busincsse, determining to make offer of all respect to him, 
and to that end not to come emptie handed, and bought a 
fine Chaine of gold, China worke I sent in word He 
returned that I should come next morning at Sunne rise, 
when he sate to be worshipped, or stay till his riding to 
Court, which I must haue done at his doore This I 
tookc in extreame scome, his Father neuer denying me 
acccsse , and his Pride is such as may teach Lucifer , 
which made me answere roundly I was not his Slaue, but 
a free Ambassadour of a King, and that I would neuer 
more visite him, nor attend him , hee had refused me 
lustice . but at night I would see him with the King, to 
whom only I would addresse my selfe , and so departed. 

At night I went to the King, who recciued me graciously 
I made a rcuerencc to the Prince, but he would not once 
stirre his head Then I acquainted the King that, according 
to his order, I had brought an abstract of our ladings, desiring 
his command After his manner he asked what and what, 
and was so wonderfully satisfied, especially with Arras, that 
he promised mee all fauour, all priuilcdgcs, all that I would 
desire He enquired for Dogges, which I could not answere , 
and for Icwcls, which I told him they were dearer in Eng- 
land then in India, at which hee rested satisfied I durst 
not name the Pcarlcs for many reasons , if I had, our people 


‘ Robert Ad-ims, commander of the J 7 //// He wns sent home with 
her from Surat m Februarj, 1618, and went out a{,'ain to Uant'im the 
follow.in},’ nenon with the newsof the .'ijjrccmcnt made with the Dutch 
Frequent references to him > iH lie found in Cedi’s Dutty 
A Capmn Adams is mentioned by I’urchas (\ol iv. pp 1733 ' 
as K'linp out with Gates's V'lritmia licet of 1609, .and doubtless it is to 
him that Koc refers , but whether he was identical witli the com 
rsardet of the Buit does not appear. 
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had bcinc vraylaM for b> the Prince and such snatching as 
I could not auo}*d Indnitc trouble, I knen* I could bnng 
them ashoare and to Court by stealth that the lesser ex 
peeled, the better welcome but m> mainc reason was, 1 
would make a friend by them. Therefore, when Asaph 
Chan pressed me to know, 1 desired him to make that 
answer e of dearencsse and that I would speakc with him 
alone. He soone vndcnlood me, and made excuse. 

The King being well pleased 1 thought It good time to 
roooueagainc for the debts, and hauingm> Petition ready, 
opened it, and ofTcred it vp. The King not marking, others 
discoucred what it was, and knew the King would bee 
enraged that his order was neglected, whereat one slept 
to me, and dipt downc m> hand gently, desinng me not 
to doc sa I answered Aradakc Chan' had absolutely re 
fused me lusticc , at which he being by, came in in much 
feare, calling Asaph Chan desinng him to hinder me from 
complaint 1 answered our ships were amued and we 
could not forbeare nor endure such delay es. So they con 
suited together and called the Cuttiall gluing order to 
exeeote the Kings command , who that night at midnight 
beset their Tents, and catched some of them* So that now 
we shall hauc reason. 

I had great thanks of all the Vmmr^ for protecting the 
Quccncs ship and our courtesic to their passengers, which 
they enformed the King who tookc it kindly , and they 
all promised that they were obliged to louc our NaUon 
and would doc them all scniicc , but they wondered we 
could not gouemc our people, but that theeues could come 
out without the Kings leauc. 

At the Kings riling Asaph Chan canyed me with him 
to hb rctynng place and there first we translated the 
Abstract into Persian to shew the King an bourc after in 

* Iridat Khio of whom tee p, 415. 

• Jiec twU ou p. 417 
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which I inserted the money with some addition/ because 
the King might perceiue was [wee ?] brought profit to his 
Dominions , next the cloath and sorts , then the fine wares 
in generall . lastly the grosse commodities , desiring his 
Maiestie to order what he would buy, and to giue vs liberty 
for the rest This finished, Asaph Chan renewed the 
reason why I would speake alone, bad me be free, vowed 
and protested such friendship as I neuer could expect. I 
replyed The reason why I desired it, was to aske his coun- 
sell , for it was true I had somewhat, but my vsage last 
yeare was so bad, that I durst not trust any , but, that he 
might see how I replyed [relied ?] on him, I was willing, on 
his oath, to reueale it , which he presently gaue I told 
him I had a rich Pearle, and some other ropes faire I 
knew not whether it was fit to tell the King, lest the Prince 
were displeased , I told him how in the morning I had been 
to visite him, and his discourtesie, and my resolution but 
that I knew his fauour was so necessary for vs, that I hoped I 
might recouer it by this one respect that I kept the Pearle 
for him. This, I said, was my purpose and reason I con- 
cealed it he was father-in-law to him, and fauorite of the 
King ; I was ready to please both, and desired his aduice. 
He embraced me, and began I had done discreetly, but I 
should acquaint neither if I did, I should neuer want 
trouble . the King would vse me well, but keepe such a 
stirre to see it and get it into his hand, according to cus- 
tome, and then I must sue for mine owne the Prince 
was rauenous and tyrannicall, and wearied all Nations. He 
bade mee steale all ashoare, trust none, and shewed mee 
many conueyances bade me observe the vsage of the 
Portugalls, how they were ransacked , and desired to buy 
it, which if I would grant it, I should haue money in 


^ An astoundingly frank admission 
* “ Convey^ the wise it call ” 
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dcposito, what 1 should aske» and he would, for this trust 
of him, solhcUe all my desires, that without him I could 
doe nothing Now w^as an oporlunitle to make a friend. 
I answered I was willing, but I feared hec would rcucalc 
It , which hauing rccelued his oath, and a ceremony of 
couenant by crossing Ihumbcs wx embraced. I promised 
to be directed by him , and he to doc all that I required 
for the comming vp of the rest he w ould take order to glue 
me Ftrmtxns no man should touch any thing, but all come 
to me, to dispose of at pleasure The Prince he would re 
condle to roe, and the next lime he visited hiro he would 
take me, and make him vse me with all grace , and for 
other buslnesse It should not be In his power to crosse roe 
but, If he did, he would osslgne vs a Syndic,' which was In 
his gouemment, or procure any other Port at my desire 
and whatsoeucr I demanded should be performed faith 
fully He also adulscd roe to giue his sister KonnabaQ 
some toy He said he would make the King glue tne 
money , to which I answered 1 desire you to conuert 
It Into the well \*sagc of roy country men I asked no 
more. 

Thus wc rose, and he carryed roc in to the King, with 
the Note translated, who gauc roce all good vsage , asked 
If the Arras were a Present I answered yes , lest It should 
be scaled, for the Prince was by In conclusion, hec said 
hec would buy all the porcell of cloath, and many other 
things, appointing me to send for it speedily , Asaph Chan 
to take order for a Firman from the Prince, 

Thus I had a good night , and I knew, though they are 
( V yet In this he? would dcale trucly because 

it was to helpe hlraselfc, and durst not betray me till he 


^ Sjrnda Liribandar) b meant (*ee p. las). 
' Tbtu b the otIfbaL 
' AttfKhin. 
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had the Pearle, for feare to misse it , nor after, for hauing 
himselfe betrayed the Prince^ 


To THE Factors at Surat 
{Addl MS 6115, f 270) 

Mandoa, 8 October, 1617 

I perceeaue you conceiue that either the Company hath Putt 
a new authontie into my handes or that I am very willing to 
assume one First, lett me desier you not to mistake mee nor 
them , they haue giuen no more then I thought euer I had, nor 
will neuer take more vpon mee, which is, frendly to joyne with 
all their good seruantes in aduice, not to gouerne or ouerrule nor 
to doe any thing of myne owne head, except in such case that 
any by grose misdemeanor should abuse the Company I 

doe first is my opinion deliuer that, if Master Kemdge thinck 
his authontie is any way lessened, that he bee persuaded to the 
Contrarye, for that both his deseruinges and expenence will pro- 
tect him from any such matter . 2 

If the ship of Goga® bee free, I am pleased If not, before 


^ On October 1 1 Roe wrote very hopefully to Kemdge “ It hath 
pleased God to rayse mee vnexpected frends, soe that I am almost 
confident to doe all yours and my busmes to ease and contentment 
and that noe reasonable thing wilbe denied mee of the King, who soe 
gratiously now vseth mee The Pnnce I haue yet refused to 
visitt, but treated by a third Person , I receiued from him a messuage 
of better tast then former, but not such as I will relie vpon This 
I knowe, I shall neuer recouer his hart, but I dare allmost say I shall 
ease you all, and from the King obteyne more then you expect ” 
(O C, No 548) 

* Roe’s remarks on the suspicious attitude of the Company towards 
him, and on the evils consequent on his powerlessness to control 
their factors, had had their due effect , and by a letter dated Feb- 
ruary 6, 1616-17 (no longer extant) the factors at Surat were notified 
that the ambassador was authorised “to instructe, directe and order 
all the Factors m the Mogulls Country m all the Affaires and buisines 
of the said Honourable Company” (see O C , No 538) Apparently 
Kemdge, resenting this, had announced his intention of returning to 
England, which he was now at liberty to do, as his stipulated penod 
of service was nearly at an end Roe, who, in spite of their differences, 
fully recognised Kerndge’s abilities and knew the difficulty of replacing 
him, did his best to dissuade him, assuring him that “ you shall all 
f^de me a tame lyon,” and that the newly-granted authority “ you 
shall see I will use with all modestie (or rather neuer lett you see but in 
case of Necessilie), hoping you will suffer mee to aduise, and either 
follow It or show mee a good reason whenn I err, which for me is 
very easie” (Letter of November 8, 1617, (9 C, No 55 ^) > 
somewhat grudgingly, Kemdge consented to stop 

® Roe, impatient at finding that nothing had been done to secure 
payment of the debts, in spite of the King’s orders, had asked Bangham 
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th« pas«, gtlt, 1 pray a Idler Into your handes of ackrroirledg 
ment, to bee sent mcc to ihow ihe Pnnee, whose Pride only will 
tiltc no knowledge of any Curtcsyc. 

The first thing to be Considered n the supply of PcTsia, which 
I hoald ncccjsanc not to bee rwglected, though wee shall runne 
bhmdly on, hiTing no reason from them last ycarc imployed 
That you may the better Tnderstand the Companra Ihirposea, I 
haoe sent you two Copies directed to mee,* wherby you may see 
both their desier to follow and procure that trade, the obie^oot 
against It and the restrictions of thor Conditions , out of which 
I gather that they suppose yet no vndcrtaking,* but desier some 
established Conditions and Articles and some assurance of rent 
of tbein and caste rates of the (^modityci of Persia before they 
would engage them sdues, or at least not Carr, whkh llmha 
tions of theirs agrcelnf* with the want of supply m Cargaron 
I am of opinion that it Is fin to forbare any supply of goodci 
this ycarc , yd if you all thinck otherwise 1 yclld ^Unglr But 
that wee must not Idi the Proicct slcepc 1 am resolute in, first, 
not to disgrace our Nation , next to rtleiue our Countnemcn, who 
will expect Ts and to make a Judicious experience of the 
profitu and ponibilityc of that trade, for the encouragment or 
sotHfaction of our imployenk But the question U how It may 
bee done. Vse your discretions, I sdll agree, consent too 

and confinae whalsoeoer Captain Pnnne, Master kerndge and 
those Merchantes Joyned with them shall thinck m this Case 
most requisite to donne and this is all In that Poym I can 
tay* I mention not Master Steele for this employment of 


00 the 3rd {ifS^ C a66) to scud an express to the Geoeral dedring 
him to tel« the 1*11006^ ship at Surat or the Queen mothers Junt 
" that by Complaynt hither I may bee questioned for yt I would 
dcllucr the King the truth of alt our vsage and doubt not but to make 
a good eichainke and to send dowoe tuSicient warrant for oil our 
ddites to gett the shlpp cleared. I know wee shall runne some trouble 
at first by It, but 1 most but I care not for any thing they dare d^ 
If I can bring to posse our owoc safety In the etid-* Appirentljr the 
news from Surat bad now made U dear that this could not be done. 

* See the inslnictusai printed In Appendix R 

• The Company were, of course, Ignorant oflhe despatch of Connock 

and hu fellow fxctOTi to Jidvak. , „ , 

The letters brought by Prioa’i fiect had amply yindlcaled Roca 
authority in this matter “ Perwi," he wrote to the fectora at Affix 
“ is wboiif rtferrd to mee, the Company no way tblnckl n g any Man bad 
meddled in yt without oiee. DoL for the rcaaons stated In the text, 
and In the absence of any news from Connock, he Judged It loexp^ 
dient to tend any goods this season. In case, bowerer it should 
^ decided at Surat to tend a thip to Jiahak for InteHigencx be 
dtafted the Inatructiona which fbli^ the present letter as also a 
formal commUskm (O C, No. UA\ aulhortog Comock to negotiate 
a^whhtheSbdh. 

These two doenmenta (with the aignatorea of Pring and KciTwge 
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Persia suddenly, because I thinck his speedy repayre hither of 
more vse 

As I was writing came in your seruantes with other letters 
from England, whenn receiumg from the Kinges Maiestie my 
gratious Master his fauorable lettres and Instructions, ^ I haue 
order to prosecute the Protect of Persia, but still with restraynt 
only to Conclude and contract, if I thinck it fitt, not to send 
any goodes vntill the Next Joynt Stock, according to the Com- 
panyes order 

Disperse the Pearle^ so in stitched Clothes, or the great one 
in the stock of a Peice, bored and finely stopped and blacked that 
It cannot bee scene, and if Master Steele will come speedely 
with them, lett him soe convey these Pearles that hee may passe 
vp with them If one of the swoordes sent mee by the 

Company may come vp with Master Steele, or any other thing 
of the Companyes by stealth I shalbe woonderous glad 

Instructions giuen to our louing freinds Edward Connocke, 
Thomas Barker, George Plea and William Bell,^ Employed 
in the Seruice of the Honourable Companfe of East India, 
by the Port of Jasques or any other in the Coast of the 
Shabas 

( 1 . O Records f? C, No 545 ) 

1 You shall prmcipally and first reguard the limitations of the 
Company sent to the Embassador, the copy wherof is your 
direction, and not enlardge nor swerve from them but in Cases 
expressed follovung 

2 You shall well way the obiections sent out of England, 
especially that which mentioneth a true [truce?] of the Trade if 
the Grand Sinior and the Sha shall make peace but to haue the 
ould trade continewed, and soe wee shalbe made a stale and 
turned out 

3 You shall Judiaouslie consider whither the port of Jasques 
or any other bee fitt to receiue and secure our shipp vnder a 


added) were accordingly despatched to Jdshak in the Bee^ which 
sailed on the 14th November, under the charge of John Hatch, with 
Edward Monnox and Francis Tipton as factors Hatch’s instructions 
wll be found in O ( 7 , No 560 

^ See Appendix B 2 Pearls 

* Of these four merchants, Connock’s brief career m the East is 
sufficiently described elsewhere , Barker, whom Roe praises as “ a 
sober man and of good stayd judgment," succeeded to Connock’s 
piost upon his death (December, 1617), and endeavoured, though in 
vain, to obtain a fresh grant of privileges from Shilh Abb^ , he died 
on November 30, i6ig , Plea, or Pley, who was a cousin of Kcmdgc, 
died before Connock , Bell lived long enough to become Agent, but 
he in turn succumbed to the climate (February 24, 1624) 
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fort, which adraiued, you Khali contract to hane rich forts 
repayred and mayntayned at the chardcc of the Sha, for which, 
if required, yon *hall consent to pay Cuftome for goods 3 per 
Cent (or somewhat more rather then breakc), lor mony or 
BouIUon nothing the import beinge snlTident profitt nod r>oe 
wise pnnee demandlngc that, outward you may insist to pay 
no C^ome, the Sha tahlnge none at bis confine townes 
Torky 

4. Vou must atsoe well consider the Neigborhood and stren^ 
of Ormus, whither one shipp safely trade or not, for that 
the Qiardge of a fleetc to dtfend her will not bee borne, least yoo 
fall Into our Incomodltie at Soratt . and thb one thlnge I feare 
abooe all other The best prcucnlfon wUbc if your proceeds can 
bee rcadie to bee ihlpt In term dales, wherby no great preperatioo 
can be made ogalnst you. 

5- This Curome beingc paid, you shall agree to passe freely 
too and froo with all your goods without any New or farther 
Impontion to bee Imposed, excqit It be some customes or toles 
of pnuiledged townes that ail snUects pay which, if reasonable, 
cannot bee auoyded without trooble and discontent , the same to 
reina^ In your owne power and Cuslodie without molestation 
or other pretence of any Gouemor 

6 You than contract to haue m settled residence within one 
month loumy at the fruthest from your porte. wbtx you may 
reside and whlthef the sIOu may bee brought, that you bee not 
enforced to wander to seeke moikctli. For this, ^yrai,* as I 
suppose, Is most convenient and Indlflercnt for both. 

7 You ihall article not only to haue hberty to sell your Qoth 
ana Comoditielfyou can (whidi I doubt not they will caiely grantl 
but contract for so modi of eucry sort at such prises as are limi- 
ted by the Company to be taken of yearly by the Sha or his mar 
cbontes } but for these pnses you ne^ not bee bound so strictly 
as not to sdl somewhat yndcr If you see it may bee raysed agaioe 
In the silkes bought more reasonable, and that It may bee a 
nteane to Tent and putt off yo ur s , but m this you cannot fill 
much, and In barter nothings^ for that tbe lilkei wflbee deare. 

8. Whatsocuer you can contract for to sell at certeyntie, in 
Engiish and sowtbeme Coraodibci^ U bdnge two thuds, ^ shall 
ctaidiilon to bnng In one third more in mony of [or?] Bouhion, 
Gould or ilhicr and without thh proportion at least in goods 
®*y bee vented it Is not worth labor neytber this proportion, 
®*cept YOU can thus putt off of clothes and engl l s h Comodityei 
os one holfe of that two-thirds in goods, the other balfe to be 
wpplyed m spices and Indyon gooda, tbe other third in mony, 
•hereby the retouroes in may bcare the Chardge but for os 
modi more in proportion u you can. 


s Shiraz. 
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9 You must Contract for the pnce of your silke with the Sha 
or his merchants, for I am enformed that Comoditie is all the 
Kings The price the Company hath limited , but wheras they 
say they would receiue their silke at one Royall and halfe at 
watter side the pound, 1 suppose you may venture to giue that 
pnce, or 6 d sterlinge, accountinge your Royall at 55 At 
Shiras this you must cast in your sales and in your Chardges 
downe, which I suppose is not great 

10 You must contract that any English dyinge in any parts 
of the Shaes dominion, that all his goods, bills and papers may 
bee free and beecome to the English summing without any mo- 
lestation or pretence of confiscation whatsoeuer , and if no such 
English m Company, that the next Magistrat shall take all such 
goods, monyes and bills into his protection by Inventory and 
wittnes, and the same to deliuer vpon demand to the next english 
that shalbe authonsed to receiue it , and in Case of any imbe- 
zelment, the said magistrat to bee respondent 

11 You shall Article that in places of knowne danger you 
may at the Chardge of the Country haue sufficient guards to 
Conduct your goods, or in Case of losse the next towne to bee 
respondent 

12 That no English bee impnsoned for any debt except 
prooued by his bill wittnessed before the Caste^ or Ordinane 
Notarie of the place where the debt was made 

13 That fresh victualls may bee supplyed to our shipps at 
reasonable rates and without Customes 

14 These Conditiones granted and signed by the Sha, you 
shall also haue power to contract one your parts yearly to send 
a shipp to bnnge the said quantities of goods and monys con- 
tracted for, or more in proportion if required , and the same 
monyes to bestowe in raw silkes or such other persian goods as 
shalbe most convenient for you 

15 That your most Royall Kinge of England iiill send his 
letters of Confirmation to make peace, leauge and Amety with 
the Shaw-bas, and the English nation be readie to doe him all 
semice 

Lastly you shall enforme your selues of the prises and requests 
of all sorts of goods, jewells, dmggs and other marchandiz, where 
to bee had, at what rates, and w hich way they passe most readely , 
and study what Comodity may bee found to rayse a stocke, 
which IS the mayne matter to encrease this beginnmg. 

For your Pnuat Directions 

I You shall hue fmgally, soberly like merchants without pro- 
digall expences, the Country beeing Cheape , and trauell with 
as few semants as may stand with safety 


* Kdzt^ the Indian form of the Arabic ktidt^ “ a judge.” 
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a Ycra thaU not bnnpc vp a Customc of giuen present* to 
eueiy Gotcttiot nor at Court flounsh and brauc yt for I glue 
It for a role you ihall mcrtc with n kingc affable and Curteoui 
to rtrangen, not like our Nlogol, \wt one that will cate \T>on any 
man, greate' and gctl and when bee hath left you empty will 
not know you * 

3- The ChardK of your house and traucll I cannot hmitt, 
though Commanded to doc soc Imt thinke that a houshould of 
fine may honestly passe their ordinary chardge for 100 /i sterling 
per anno, kecpinge two horse*. In uauell it thalbe allway better 
to buy then hire your horses or wagons, If your scruanj b« care 
full 

4. Yon shall, of all other things, obserue this sinctly that the 
procetde of )‘OUr goods, how much or little »ocuer may bee ready 
to bee ihipt at your port the toth of September 

5 \ f* you send by shipping, wheras I mentioned scndinge two 
merchants In my lettre, 1 hould u needlcssc, only one to came 
these Commissions and Instructions, to bee deliuered to those 
whome 1 hope you shall find ready, U beingc Just and reasonable 
that they who haue begunc this negoiullon should bee esteemed 
u most wonhle and sufficient to conllncw jl But wheras ther 
are rvoe goods sent, I hould it fitt that two or 3 at most remayne 
to make this trull and to clcarc tbc ould estate aduenturtd [and?] 
the proceed, and such a* arc found vsclcisc and mhii, to returne 
with the shlpp to bee imployd In other serotcc or, If they already 
in experience find U to bcc no fill place t>or course of tmde to 
be conunewed, then It shalbe most cspcdieni to rcship all your 
goods and seruanls at port, and if any rcmaTnlng abouc wHh any 
parte miould, to direct or send one rp wHn these directions, to 
nuke once more a full ouerture and to odultc ouerland, both to 
Enclind end India, and, in case of noc hopes to proceed, to posse 
by Carmuan with his remayner In the finest goods to ^gra. 

6 If It shall soc happen that Master Connock or any other 
hath ehher taken rpon him [th^ title of Embassador* or otrverwise 
br any prod^hty wasted the Companies stocke, not bchautlnge 
himsdrc as a merchant in sobnely or m religion and mannere* os 
•good Christian yxra shall then all joynlly logltbcr dischardgc 
mm, or any such, Irom any more Inlercft In the Companies ser 
ulce In Persia [and] ihlpc him away requmnge him or any other 

* Compare Westniordand^i speech in fC Htnry fV I't 11 Iv i 

“ NVberdn hare you been cmllW by the long ? 

^Vhat peer hath been subonitd to gr*U on you ?* 

* Cp. p. ^19. Thu chanicier of Sb4h Abbds 1* fully borne out 
by bH treatment of Sheriey and Cotton, u narrated by Herbert 

* This cknse U intended for the fsetors at Surat 

* Seepp.39S 4 * 2 . 

Y Y 
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so offendinge to obey and submitt himselfe to yeild vp all such 
authontie vsurped or giuen, in the name of his Maiestie my 
Souerainge lord, as hee will answere it at his vtmost penll , if not 
soe (which wee hope), to continew him in his place and repu- 
tation 

In such case, by virtue of the King’s authontie giuen vTito mee 
his Ambassador, and vnto the cheefe Commander of the fleete, 
Captain Martin Prinne, and the Cape merchant, Master Thomas 
Kerridge, by the Comraittes of the Honourable Company of East 
India Merchants, wee doe ordeyne and nominate to the excecution 
of these instructions and to the manadging of the said Companys 
stocke and affayres, as Cheefe or Cape Merchant or Pnncipall, 
Thomas Barker , and m case of any defaulte of him m death or 
otherwise, George Plea, and for his second, William Bell , whom 
i\ee require to excecute with all diligence these instructions, and 
all other to obey them in their place and qualety 

God, whom I hope you will all only rely one, direct and blesse 
you 

Tho Rot 


I am not so in loue with myne owne opinion that I thmck it 
ought to bee a law If you the Cheefe Commander [and] Master 
Kerridge, Cape merchant, with your Counsailes can add any 
thinge to these my suddeyne thoughts or in your judgementes 
find any fitt to bee altered (for god knowes I am no merchant, 
but follow common reason), I desire you to bee very free It is 
the Companies seruice , I will consent vnto it . neythere 
doe I thincke it fitt, choosinge sober and discreet men to nego- 
tiat any busines, so strictly to tye them to instructions as that 
they may not haue the vse and libertie of their owne reason and 
experience , for I well knowe no man can sitt in India and direct 
punctually busines m Persia, subiect to alterations and new 
accurents Therefore that these m generall shall seme only as 
a mle, wherby to frame their course that shalbe imployed, which 
in extraordinarye occasion they may alter, vpon the penll of their 
honesty and discretion 

Dated m Mandoa, 6 October, 1617 

12 — According to promise, Asaph Chan carrycd 
mee to the Prince, into his priuate roome, where I pre'^entcd 
him with a small China Gold-chaine,^ in a China Cup He 
vsed me indifferently Asaph Chan perswaded him to 


* See p 424 
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alter his course tow-ards vs, telling him hcc gamed ycarcly 
b> vs a Letkt of Ruptas at his Port that it appeared we 
^•carcly encrcascd our trad^ and it would in time bnng 
profit that if the hard measure ncrc continued we would 
quit both that and the Countrey of which Inconucniencc 
would ensue That we were hia Sublccts (such words he 
must vse) if for desire of to>cs he gauc vs discontent, we 
would practise to conccalc all from him but If hec gauc 
vs that libcrtic which w^as fit, wee would stnuc to bnng all 
before hfm for that 1 only stud) ed his content and fauour 
for ray particular that he should rcccluc race, when 1 
came to \dsitc him with honour and according to m) quali 
tic It would encourage mcc to doc him scruicc, and 
content my Nation, Finall), hcc moued him for a Ftrtmn 
for our present ca.se, and obtained It, promising all manner 
of content, and at Instant gauc order to Asaph* Chan his 
Secretary, to draw u in cucrj point according to my owne 
desires, and to vmte a Letter to the Gouemour in recommen 
dations of it and that I should at all times hauc any 
other Letter when I called for it Jt Is easily scene with 
how base and vnwrorthy men I trafifique. Asaph Chan, for 
a sordid hope only of buying some toyes, %vas so reconciled 
as to betray his sonne,* and to me obsequious cuen to 
flattery for the ground of all this fnendship was that he 
might buy the Gold taken In thcpnic*and some other 
loiackes. To which end he desired to send downe a ser 
which I could not deny without losing him I had so 
hing laboured to get neither was it ill for vs for his pay 
ment Is good, and it will sauc vs much charge and trouble 
to sell aboord especially wine and lugglsh that tpoiles in 
canage , and he obtained Icaue \Tider false colours, and 
to the Gouemour m our bchalfes, with all manner of 


* ” Afal » 15 qx p. 43a * bon In Uw 

P" note 2. lu vine was 350/ {0 C, Ko 561V 
3 . P F 2 
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kindnesse. There is a necessitie of his friendship • his 
word is law , and therefore I durst not see his vnworthi- 
nesse , and hope by this course to winne him, at least to 
make present good vse of him Vpon this occasion I 
moued for a Finnan for Bengala,^ which he promised, and 
would neuer before hearken to And this effect of his 
greatnesse [gratefulness?] I found that hee prosecuted our 
debtors, 2 as if his owne , and, passing by the Cutwalls on his 
Elephant, called to command dispatch, which was an vn- 
usuall fauour , vpon which Gioo was imprisoned, and 
Muckshu had two dayes libertie only to pay vs , and I 
doubt not but to end that in ten dayes, the summe being 
foure and forty thousand Ruptas, and the debters most 
shifting false knaues in India. 

\Octobei^ 21 — At this instant came in to me from Asaph 
Chan a seruant, in the name of Normahal that shee had 
moued the Prince for another Finnan that all our goods 
might bee m her protection, and that shee had obtained it, 
and was readie to send down her seruant with that, to see 
and take order for our good establishment that shee 
would see that wee should not bee wronged . That Asaph 
Chan had done this for feare of the Princes violence, and 
because of his delayes that now, hee was sure, that his 
sister had desired to bee our Protectresse, that the Prince 
would not meddle, that vpon his honour I should receiuc 
all things consigned to mee that shee had written such a 
command, and charged her seruant to assist our Factors, so 
that we should haue neuer more cause to complaine of 
Surat Therefore hee desired of mee two or three words to 
the Captaine and Factors to vse him kindly, and let him 
buy for her some toyes, such as I would spare. This I 
durst not deny, though I saw the grecdinesse , and gauc 


beep 349 
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him a note on condition to see the Copy of the Ftrtitan'^ 
Vkhlch ii\*as sealed and 1 could not without Icauc and so 
hcwasdispccdcd But^muma) b> this ludpc this place, how 
casic it were to raise a atocl c. Last ycarc wee were not 
looked after Now because 1 translated the CarRaion of 
fine w-arcs (>i:t concealed the Pcarlc) and gauc it to the 
King cucry one U read) to runne downc to buy Norma 
hall and Asaph Chan stud)Ingto doc me good offices, 
man) great men desiring a letter to send their scruanta 
downc so that if >ou Had treble this stocke, it would be 
bought %*p aboord, and sauc )ou custome and carnage and 
spolle. For which purpose out of this I hauc ordered your 
Factory to sell to the scruants of Normahall and her 
brotherwhatsocuermay bee spared so that I may bee fitted 
at Court In an) proportion Thus I shall sauc trouble and 
)*ou charge the Pnnee prcucnicd and our fnends con 
firmed and >et I hope sufficient for to please the King and 
his sonne at the dcllucry of which Asaph Chan bath 
vndertaken the Ftrman for Bengala, or any Port, and a 
gcncrall command and grant of free Priulledgcs In all his 
Dominions. 

[Octobfr] 24.^Thc King departed Mandoa foure Couru 
and wandenng In the hills, left vs Irresolute what way to 
take, no man knowing hli purpose. 

\pciohtr\ 26 . — I got a warrant for ten Camels at the 
Kings pncc. 

\Pctofxr\ 29. — I remoued after forced awa) by the 
desolations of the place. 

[Ckiober] 31 — I arriued at the Kings Tents but found 
him gone vrith few company for ten dayes a hunting no 


* Thb sad tb« farmin pnjmUed on the laih were sent by Roe to 
Surat thU nme oay The latter was “ tcty ample for ocr generaD 
pood viad^ and ordw^ (i) that no daty ue leried on victnal* for 
the ship ; (3) that no delay oc used in rating the Eagitsh goods at the 
ornom house (3) that the presents be sent up at once raopened 
(0 C, No. 5531. 
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kindnesse There is a necessitie of his fnendship his 
word IS law , and therefore I durst not see his vnworthi- 
nesse , and hope by this course to winne him, at least to 
make present good vse of him Vpon this occasion I 
moued for a Finnan for Bengala,^ which he promised, and 
would neuer before hearken to And this effect of his 
greatnesse [gratefulness?] I found that hee prosecuted our 
debtors, 2 as if his owne , and, passing by the Cutwalls on his 
Elephant, called to command dispatch, which was an vn- 
usuall fauour , vpon which Gioo was imprisoned, and 
Muckshu had two dayes libertie only to pay vs , and I 
doubt not but to end that m ten dayes, the summe being 
foure and forty thousand Rupias, and the debtors most 
shifting false knaues m India. 

[Oc/ader] 2 1 — At this instant came in to me from Asaph 
Chan a seruant, in the name of Normahal that shoe had 
moued the Prince for another Firman that all our goods 
might bee in her protection, and that shee had obtained it, 
and was readie to send down her seruant with that, to see 
and take order for our good establishment that shee 
would see that wee should not bee wronged That Asaph 
Chan had done this for feare of the Pnnces violence, and 
because of his delayes that now, hee was sure, that his 
sister had desired to bee our Protectresse, that the Prince 
would not meddle that vpon his honour I should receiue 
all things consigned to mee that shee had written such a 
command, and charged her seruant to assist our Factors, so 
that we should haue neuer more cause to complaine of 
Surat Therefore hee desired of mee two or three words to 
the Captame and Factors to vse him kindly, and let him 
buy for her some toyes, such as I would spare This I 
durst not deny, though I saw the greedinesse , and gaue 
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him a nolc on condition to sec the Copy of the Ftnnnn^ 
uhich w'as sealed and 1 could not without Icauc, and so 
hcwasdlspccdcd nut>*ouma> bj this iudRc this place how 
CA51C it were to ni^c a itoc! c. Last ycarc wee were not 
looked after Now, because I translated the Carpaxon of 
fine u^ares (>xt concealed the Pcarle) and gauc It to the 
KInp cuer> one Is read) to runne donne to bu) Norma 
hall and Asaph Chan stud>inpto doe me pood offices 
man) preat men desirinp a letter to send their scruants 
downc so that if)‘ou had treble this stockc, it would be 
bought aboord, and saue )ou custome and carnage and 
fpoilc. For which purpose out of this 1 hauc ordered > our 
Factor) to sell to (he scruants of Normahall and her 
brother whalsocucrma) bee spared sothat I may bee fitted 
at Court in an) proportion Thus I shall saue trouble and 
)*ou charge, the Pnnee pfcuentcd and our friends con 
firmed, and )ct I hope sufficient for to please the King and 
hU sonne at the dcliuery of which Asaph Chan hath 
x-ndertaken the ftnnan for Bcngala, or any Port and a 
gcncrall command and grant of free Pnuiledgcs in all his 
Dominions. 

[(kfciffr] 24,— The King departed Mandoa fourc Course 
and wandering In the hills left x’s Irresolute what way to 
take, no man knowing his purpose. 

[October'] 26. — I got a xx-arrant for ten Camels at the 
Kings pnee. 

[October] 29. — I remoued after forced awa) by the 
desolations of the place. 

[October] 31 — 1 arriued at the Kings Tents, but found 
him gone with few company for ten dayes a hunting no 


* TbH snd the farmAn pnxnUed on ike laih were sent by Roe to 
Samt this same day The Intlcr was *'renr ample for our penerall 
good TsadfCj and ordered ( 1 ) that no duty be levied on victuals for 
the ship { (3) that no delay be used In raun? the Englbh goods at the 
custom bouse (t) that ine presents be lenl np at once tmopened 
iO C, No. 5S3V 
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man to follow without leauc , the Lcskar diuidcd and 
scattered into many parts , ill water, dearc prouisions, 
sickncsse and all sorts of calamitic accompanying so infinite 
a multitude , yet nothing rcmooucs him from following this 
monstrous appetite Hccre I vnderstood the Kings pur- 
pose was vnccrtainc, whether for Agra or Gu7crat , the 
latter giuen out , the former more probable, because his 
Counccll desired to be at rest , but that, howeuer, for the 
dispatch of my businesse, seeing hcc would linger hecrc 
about a moneth, I was aduised, and thought it as fit to 
send for the goods and Presents as to deferre it vpon 
vnccrtainties , being that dispatched, I had hope of some 
quiet in this course I wore out my body, being very 
weake, and not like to recouer vpon daily trauell in the 
fields, with cold raw muddie water 

Noveviber 2 — Arriued Richard Steele^ and Master lack- 


1 Steel’s mission to Persia and his journey thence overland to 
England have already been mentioned The loss of the Court 
Minutes of this date prevents us from following m detail his subse- 
quent negotiations with the Company, but their mam purport can be 
gathered from a letter written by him to the Court at the end of 1616 
or the beginning of 1617, which is printed in The First Letter Book 
(p 457) In this he refers to his advocacy of “ the Trade of Rawsilkes 
from Persia,” and then goes on to unfold four more schemes first, 
the transportation of the goods of nati\ e merchants from Sind to 
Persia by sea, to save the long overland journey by way of Candahar , 
secondly, the carnage to Persia of spices and other commodities of 
the Far East , thirdly, the convoying of the Gujdrdt ships to the Red 
Sea , fourthly, the erection of waterworks at Agra, to supply that 
city with water from the Jumna, for which he doubted not that “either 
the king will giue a good gratification, or the people of that Cittye 
pay quarterly or yearly for yt ” In this last project, he was willing to 
\enture 300/, and he was also prepared to serve the Company for fi\e 
years at 200/ per annum If Roe should be sent to Persia to con- 
clude a treaty. Steel would gladly “ keepe him Companye m so worthy 
a buismes and be a help for obteynmg many fauours from the said 
Sophey ” 

Apparently the Company were unwilling to take a part m his v ater- 
works scheme , but (m an unhappy hour for their long-suffering am- 
bassador) they engaged his services in a general capacity, and allowed 
him to take with him a number of workmen on the chance of his being 
able to interest the Mogul m his very visionary proiect 

With him came other troublesome adventurers, viz Captain Tower- 
son and his wife and Mrs Hudson Towerson (well known in after 
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n'lth the Pcarlc and wmc other small matters 
stollen ashoarc, nccordlng to m> order, which I rccctucd 
and fjaue quittance for Wlh him I had conference about 
h»5 proiccts which because ! would not rashly rdcct them 
as he had set them afoot, after hnumu made him see his 
fanctes and vmderstand the quahtle of these people how 
for the water workc, If to bee effected it must bee begunne 
at our charge, and after (nail we shall not cnioy the profit, 
but the Naturalls taught and our people rclcctcd neither 
our commoditlc Ntnlcd b> It for that the Lead will treble 
his price bj portage ouer land, and cannot bee deliuered 
at Agra so cheapo as found there >ct 1 was content 
hcc should make trlall for satisfaction by carrying hu 
w‘ork men to Amadauas to mcetc met there, v. here b> assist 
ance of Mocnb Chan who only is a fnend to new Inucn 
tfons, 1 would make offer to the King of their Industry and 
make proofc what conditions may be obtained , but In my 
iudgement It Is all monc) and labour cast away The Com 
pan> must shut their cares against these prelectors, who 


ihrchkf <4 the >n;.liih l^cton pel lo death at AmborTw) 
had been \n the I nmnanv* fini vorairc, and had bttn chief at llan 
lAwfinm if»05 to tfiaS fa t6ii he had commanded the /iecter\n the 
Fiphth and on hn rctom had married the wrdow of WiUbm 

HnmVin*. A» mil !< r em embered, the was an Armenian rirl whom 
llawlcint tud e<j«u>cd at Ajpa al the Instance of Jabinjnrj and It 
wisln ihc hope nf poihinij his fononet Wt India wHh the help of h»s 
wife • retailrr* ih ii Towerton bad persuaded Iht Company to tfraol 
llic pasttpe 

Towersnn hrooght with her her friend, Mrt. Hudson, nod a 
makl Frances Webbe. The latter wnt secretly married to btecl, 
eiiber before m ilorinp the voyage and ihelr son, bom at Sumt soon 
nficT the ship s arrivaL may be safely set down as the second EimlUh 
chiUl bom in India (the first was the Infant of Sir Thomas nnd Lady 
I nwtll, Slicflc/s companions) 

‘ A pentleman who had come out In ITingi fleet with letters of 
ntoinmerKUtion from Sir Thomas Smythc nnd “many honoomblo 
1 mis of hb Malcstys CoonceTL* He seems to hare decided very 
qincVlr not to remain in India, for on November 3, 1617 the nra 
batsaclor wrote {O No. 556) to the Surat factors to assist him “ to 
poe to jlic Sowthward, If h« deslcr It, to secke a better fortune nnd 
to advise him which way bo may reape some booest recompence of 
two years tmucll without Inlurie to the an ■ 
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haue their owne employments more in their ends then their 
Masters profits Many things hold well in discourse, and 
in the theonque satisfie curious imaginations, but in prac- 
tise and execution aie found difficult and ayrie , especially 
to alter the constant recciued customes of Kingdomes, 
where some drinke only raine-water, some of a holy Riuer, 
some none but what is fetched by their owne cost His 
second of reducing the Caffilacs and Merchants of Labor 
and Agra by the Riuer Indus, that vsed to passe by Can- 
dahor into Persia, to transport by sea in our shipping for 
lasques or the Gulph, is a meere dreame , some man m 
conference may wish it, but none euer practise it The 
Riuer IS indifferently nauigable downe , but the mouth is 
the residence of the Portugalls , returnes backe against the 
streame very difficult Finally, wee must warrant their 
goods, which a Fleet will not doe , neither did the Portu- 
gal! euer lade or noise [sic] such goods, but only for those 
of Sindie and Tatta, that traded by their owne lunckes, 
they gaue a Cartas or Passe to secure them from their 
;^rigats, and traded with them, for which they payed a small 
matter, and that onely which came to the purses of the 
Grand' of Diu, Damon and Ormus Or if all other difficul- 
ties were taken away, yet will the Lahornes neuer bee 
drawne downe, being that Caffila consists most of return- 
ing Persians and Armenians that knew the passage from 
lasques almost as bad as from Candahor , and for that 
little on the Confines of Sinde not worth mentioning Not- 
withstanding, for his better satisfaction, I was content hee 
should by experience leame his owne errours, so it were 
not at the Companies charge , but I suppose hee will let it 
fall, not knowing at which end to beginne 

A third proiect for to loyne the Trade of the Red Sea 
with this, I recommended to him, for that it was alreadie 


* Elsewhere called the Captain 
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in and the pcnil for the Gururats very apparant^ 
therefore I doubted not fomc Merchants might be dniN\Tic 
to lade in our ships at freight , whereby wee should, make 
our sclucs ncccssar> friends to these people supply our 
ownc defects sauc export of monies, and finallj for this 
jxarc crnplo) one ship of the oldc account that should 
relume in September and rccciuc the proceed of the 
rcma>'ncs of this io> nt slockc,* which will be sufficient to 
re lade a great ship otherwise to transport it ouer will be 
extreame lossc. This I opened and vrged the consequence, 
shewed which way to cfTcct It, and commended b> him to 
the Commander the Cape Merchant, and your Factors 
with all camcstncssc, os b> m> Letters appcarcs The 
coniiequencc I will make cuidcnt In >'our profit, if 
they follow It For w ere the goods and estate all my ownc 
if I could not procure somewhat tow’ards charge by freight 
from the Guiurals yti haulng so man> cmpllc v'csscls for 
so small a slockc and two fallen into >t)ur hands of men of 
warre, I had rather goc cmptlc, and for company with 
them then to omit that There arc many chances in that 
Sea and in the way , her relume oncly of our ownc 
rcma>'ne3 shall requite all forbearance, and be rcadle In 
time, for cmplojxd she must be If we intend to send the 
rest vpon this account for that here is no harbourage. At 
his arriual) I found him high In his conceits, haulng some 
what forgotten me , Master Kemdge and him at warres 
which I cndcauourcd to temper on all parts but for his Wife 
I dealt with him clecrcly she could not stay with our 
safety nor his Masters content that he had ruined his for 


* At w« hare teen. Roe had proposed Ihtt to the Comtanx qalte 
hidepcnderrtly of Steel. 

• The firtt joint ttock had been brootht to an end and a tecoad 
ilarted. The t,oodt bekmjdna 10 the fonoer had either to be ex 
changed for native coremodltm and thete tent home, or else they 
most be carried orer (“ traniporied ”) to the newftoefc at a valuation. 
The former course wot obrionsly the more profitable. 
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tunes, if by amends hee repayrcd it not that shee should 
not trauell nor hue on the Companies Purse (I know the 
charge of women) that if he were content to hue himsclfe 
like a Merchant, as others did, frugally, and to be ordered 
for the Companies seruice, and to send home his Wife, he 
was welcome otherwise, I must take a course with both 
against my nature. Hauing to this perswaded him, I like- 
wise practised the discouragement of Captaine Towerson 
about his Whfe (you know not the danger, the trouble, the 
inconuenience of granting these liberties) To effect this, I 
perswaded Abraham, his Father in Law^ here, to hold 
fast I wrote to them the gripings of this Court, the small 
hope or [of?] reliefe from his alliance, who expected great 
matters from him Finally, I perswaded his returne quietly 
To further this, I wrote to your chiefs Factor that such 
things as hee had brought and were vendible should bee 
brought to your vse by Bill of exchange, to such profit for 
him as both might saue , and this inconuenience you bring 
on your selues by liberties vnreasonable But to take tye 
[anye?] of his trash to lye vpon your hands, vpon any 
condition I did prohibit 

I find by your Letter your strict command in priuate 
Trade, as well for your owne Scruants as others, where- 
by I collect you meane not that he shall haue that libertie 
hee expects, for he is furnished for aboue one thousand 
pound sterling, first penny here, and Steele at least two 
hundred pound, which he presumes, sending home his Wife, 
his credit and merit is so good towards you, that you will 
admit in this case to be nd of such cattell I will not buy. 


^ This individual appears to be “ the Dutchman, the Princes 
jeweller,” mentioned on pp 189,332 He was “a Dutchman from 
Antwerp, called Abraham de Duyts, a diamond polisher, a great 
friend of the prince Sultan Khurram, m whose service he was” (I O 
Records Ha^e Transcripts, 1st Senes, vol 111 No 96) Jourdain 
refers to him \Sloane MS 858) as the father-m-law of Mrs Hawkins 
(now Mrs Towerson) 
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but order th-it It be marked and consigned to you that 
>*ou ma> mci5orc >our ewne hand You discourage all 
jcniroldc hcruants Some ma) doc all things for falro 
w*ord<, Home nothing for good actions. I could Instance 
some gone home tvm >*carcs since that onclj employed 
their owne stockc did no other buslncssc and Hue now at 
home in pleasure others that raise their fortune \Tx>n 
>*our monies from Port to Port and relume rich and \n 
qucslKMicd Last jxarc a Mariner had sl\c and tu-cntic 
Churlcs of Indico others man> Tardies a third scuen 
thousand first pcnnic in lUroach llastacs,* 

chosen apart (for hoc inucsted >our Monies and it is pro- 
bable hcc chose not the tt*onil forhimselfc) a fourth’abouc 
one hundred arul fiflic pound first pcnnic. These I 
mention not for spight but to mouc you to cqualitie 
neither b) their example these ma> cicnixg for they 
swallow >*ou \p but that an indincrcnl rwtnint beexe- 
cuted \T>on all 

For the cfTccting of all these purposes the rending home 
the woman and the prosecution of the Red Sea, I sent backc 
Kicliard Steele with orders to burag* hauing altered my 
purpose of the goods and Presents from the Ixsknr it 
bedng declared that the King will for Gururat where I 
hauc appointed Richard Steele, after hauing dispatched 
other matters, to raecte with them and his Ingcnicrs. I 
also sent my aduicc and directions to Captainc Pnng to 
take an Inucntoric of all the Monies and goods In the tv.'o 
men of Warre to make It oucr to >’our stockc and land 
it to sell or dispose of the ships, os hLs occasion shall 
require (the monies if sold to be put to stockc) to grant 

* “ Pafuu 

• “ The Names are omitted (wurcfrM/ rra/j* kj I mr(ktis\ 

’ See Roc t Icticn tu the Surat facion nf tl« 3rd {O No. 556) 
and Jib November (No. C58Xand to IMojf 00 ihc latter «Utc (No. 559), 
In the letter to 1 nnjf he sum^ted that the /A*e might be sent to 
Iten^ if the /nnndm were obSoed. 
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passage to some of the Chiefcs, to entertame the rest and 
to referre it to you at home, whom [how ?] you will deale 
with the Owners that set them out My opinion is peremp- 
tory that their surprize is lust and lustifiable, all their 
goods forfeited , if you will restore anything, at your cour- 
tesie , but with the more rigour you deale with these, the 
better example you will Icaue for such barbarous Piracies , 
for, if this course be practised, take your leaue of all Trade 
about Surat and the Red Sea, and let the Company of 
Turkie stand cleere of the Grand Signors reuenge, and we 
heere must expect cold lions 

\Novcuibcr\ 6 — I went to Asaph Chans, haumg receiued 
his Passe , vnto whom I shewed the Pearle according to 
promise Though the sorts fit not the Countrey (lust as I 
was informed hereafter), yet their performance with him 
gaue him such content that I am confident I may vse 
Pharaohs words The Land is before you, dwell where 
you will, you and your Seruants For the price wee 
talked not, but he vowed such [much ?] secrecie , and for 
my sake, who haue shewed this confidence in him, hee will 
glue more then their worth, and not returne one, and pay 
readie mony, of which hee professeth not to want, and to 
lend mee what I want His Sister I haue promised to 
visit,^ whom hee hath made our protertresse , and briefly 
whatsoeuer contentment words can bring I rcceiue, and 
some good effects When the Presents arriue, assure you 
I will not be hberall to yourlosse , little shall serue. Asaph 
Chan admonisheth mee himselfe so they came with 
somewhat to induce them, as well accepted, bought as 
giuen , experience of others makes mee to approue of this 
doctrine 

Finishing these complements with him in his Bed-cham- 
ber, he rose to Dinner, haumg inuited me and my people , 


1 A noteworthy instance of Niir Mahil’s independence 
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but he and (jii) McikU dined ttithout nppomtini; mec a 
mow: with him apart for the) cate not wilHngly with vs 
where I had Rood checre and «a:il attended the reucnion 
for ni> «cnmnts.* 

After dinner, I inoued Groo^ debt, told him the dch) cs. 
Ilccnn^ncrcd 1 should not open m> lips hchadvndcr 
taken It that Groo b) his meanen was finishing nccounls 
with a Icwcllcr dial hcc Ind ordered as money was jaid 
it should rest In the Cut rri//f hand for vs which 1 found 
true, and the promised to finish It in three da)cs 

desiring, mce to send no more to Asaph Chan 

1 cannot omit a lwscncs>c or fauour according, as yxm 
wall intcrprclc it The kin,, when his Trisons arc full of 
condemned men some he commands to be cxccutcti some 
he sends to his Vutrtn to rcdccmc at a price. This he 
csieemw as a courtesie to riuc mcancs to exercise chnntic 
but he takes the money and so sek the \xrtuc.* About 
a monclh before our rcmouc, he sent to mcc to bu> three 
Aba^slncs’ (for forlic All/'/nx a man) whom they suiukim, 
all Christians. I answered I could not buy men as Slaucs, 


• This appears in t>c ihc dinner spnl.cn of by Terry (ji, "Xj;) 

"Once my I.nnl Amlw\v»i1or had an cnlctlninmcnl ihcrc hy 
Asaph Oian whn1n>ilcd him m dinner (nml ihb was ilie only rw 
In that kinds he ever had while he was in East Indtn;. 

Thit Aianh Chan entertained my LnnI Amba vhIout m a very 
cWws and a very lieaotifun tent, where none c/hu folkiwciw liCkKlcn 
rayidf saw or tasted of that cntcrtalnmenl We vale In that 

larj,c Room ns U were in a Tnan^.lcj the Ambassadour on Aaaph 
Chans ni,lit hand, a Kood disinnee from him ; ami my>clf below 
all of trt on the j^rramil, as they there all ibi when ns they eat with 
our faces lookinj, each to ilie mher nix! every one of us had Ins 
several mess, Ilie Amliasvidour Iind mure disncs liy ten and l less 
br ten, than oar entcrulncr hml yet f w my p^rl 1 lad fifty dlsJvc*. 
They srere all set before us at once, ond IiUIl julh kft bctwisi 
them that our enlcrialners tenranu (for imely llicy wnited) nili.ht 
come and rcnch them to us one after another At ihfi enter 

lainmcnt sre sat Ion;, and much lonjrer than we could with cusc ami* 
leu'll, but, nil considered our fcnil In that place was better than 
Aprldu*, that tunooi Y ptcurc of Rome. could have made 

with all prorWoni had from the Earth, and Air and Sea. 

> See p. >>3 * Abyiilnlaos. 
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as others did, and so had profit for their money , but in 
charity I would giue twenty Rupias a piece to saue their 
hues, and giue them libertie The King tooke my answere 
well, and bade them to be sent me They expected money, 
and I was not hastie , hearing no more of it, I hoped it 
had beene forgotten , but his words are written Decrees 
This night the Officers, seeing I sent not, deliuered the 
Prisoners into my Piocuradors power, and tooke his Screete 
for sixtie Ruptas, which at my returnc I payed, and freed 
the Slaues 


To MasII'R KfRRIIK.I:, A1 SURAl 
(I O Records O C, No 573) 

I^skar in Rannas Wood, 

December 2, 1617 

My last dated the 17th of November,^ I doubt not hath signi- 
fied the Kings hast to AmadavaiC, which hee Continewes without 
rest, by soe miserable wayes as I beleeue never Armie or multi- 
tude euer went Hee purposeth to enter it about the 13th Pre- 
sent Asaph-chan stands obliged on both sides betweene 

the Prince and mee , the King dnneks and is indifferent 

Wee trauell dayhe I haue scarse leasure to eate, or 
noe Meate, but ill water “ A little glasse of yours would helpe a 
weake stomacke 

P S — Abram-chan is called vp, \q)on the Complaynts of Sha^\ - 
Hussen and Sale-Beage The firmaen -was sent before I had 
knowledg I went to Asaph-chan about it, who knewe it and 


^ Not extant 

^ Icrry \Purtha5, vol 11, p 1481) says there were “no Icssc then 
200,000 men, women and cliildrcn in this Li \k<it or C.unpe (I am hereof 
confident), besides Elephants, horses .ind other beasts thcat eatc Come 
all which notwithstanding, wee neuer felt wiint of any prouision, noe, 
not in our ninetcene dayes trauell from Mandoa to Amadauar, thorow 
aWildemesse, the Road being cut for vs in the niayne Woods” It 
will be seen that he differs from Roe .is to the discomfort of the journey , 
but his account (written after his return to Engl.ind) is continually 
inaccurate in detail Thus he speaks of the length of the present 
journey as nineteen davs, which is ob\ lously too short a period , in 
his later narr.itive, on the other hand, he gives the date of departure 
from Mandu as the 20th September, which is over a month too c.irly 
JahAngfr’s route appears from the Tuzak to have been by way of 
Nalcha to Hasilpur, thence to Dhar, and so in a fairly straight line 
to Ahmadilbdd 
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wppoMsll was pUd for thaihccihouRhl wee could not make K>c 
many Crrnipbjnts and the Gouemur honcat I made him vndcr 
»und the Conlranc, and his poodnes and his jositcc, which hcc 
ptotestt hoc will dcliucf in hU defence and if hcc dcsier to re- 
tome wiJbc hu Trend ind helper 

To Mavttji KruktiKic awo asmstavts at Surat 
(I O Ktctnds O C, So 575) 

The woods, 30 Cnrnr short of Amadauas,* 
December 6 1617 

^oars Nowc icceiucd of the aith SoncmlicT mcntioncth one 
of the 9lh that rreoer amc to mee with this the Copy and 
Note In h^;;hih and I'cruan of whil dchuctcd to Aaaph-chans 
seroani, the weight of Gould, and prises as l»y Inroycc, 

Hts payment Is 1)cltcf then any Mans though hli pnsc* hard 
nude, Hy thU 1 am sure I have saned CoMomc, contented a 
fierxi, and not borne the hamtd of 1 orlagc. 

\ our liHU for Agra ate tcceiucd and mony almost all 
invested 300 CamclU on the way this 13 dayts doth bartered 
Ctcditt for alK«t 35 000 rv/^tf j monnUis , The rroceede much 
enlardficd, double to former yean (as they write), in best Com 
modiiii ind all things tha iictfonned modi to my Conlcns and 
(I hope) iherr Credit! and the Companyes 1 rofill, the Number 
of ^ernuos cnUrdRcd (a new sort of OothX* and carpetia not yti 
Rotten but In hand. Their day 1 will not tiilc on nor haoe they 
found difBcolile, as wee supposed, in trust nor 1 nses hoped* 
out of reason , and 1 nuke noc question, by this ycarts and the 
Next 1 ‘ractise, to enter soc Into pood opinion as to buy on 
tyme for a of poods by which the ships ihalbc supplied in 
l)TOc, and, If care t^cn to presenic the foundation it shall 
proouc an advanupc of better vse then to bee so good husbands 
as to venture Nothing 

hfirmsfn Irotn [for?] Bengab cannot be had while the 
Prince hath Suratl, vnlci wee will quill it and rely on the other 
onlr Hcc pretends that all our fine goods shall come thither 
and his Port bcarc the burthen of trash and hinder othen. 

For Pnual trade tou know my oiden, and I the Com- 
panm Pleasure* The Prime Comodilic* no man, I hope, will 
dealc In s^xm any pretence cloth If they doe end consent to 
ftcquaynl the factors with It and rcmltt it to ihdr Masters, it may 
Passe and by yoor and roy aduUc may bee Cauored , but for 


• From this and from the contents of the letter it seems probable 
that the dale Is wroog and sbooM really be December 13. 

* See p 365 a Ral«d * Indigo. 
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all such as arc obstinate, I require execution of Commission to 
the vtmost, notice of their Names, and I wiP xse my Creditt to 
bnng them to repentance by losses 

Master Steele hath satisfied him easely that loues not Con- 
tentions But I can discerne T\oords and shawdowes from truth 
and substance I hope well of all men, of him, and would not 
])ut my finger to the ruyne of any I cannot so soone help a 
man as destroy him , it is a tender thing in a mans conscience 
Yet I am not soe easye as to bee abused much You shall see 
I see both wayes and will choose the best 

. Abulhassan^ pretends to bee some for the Princes vsage 
of vs, sayes hee dare not stur in his- owne Pngo/iy,^ but if bee 
wcarc remooued would make a New Suratt for vs at Swally To 
Night, I will question with him of that dissimulation, but I 
knowe the Complaynt came to the Prince, by him to the King, 
and disputed before my face not long since, to which Abulhassan 
sayd nothing nor seemed to bee concerned in yt The King was 
not Pleased at the folly, but, after his Manner, gaue vs no satis- 
faction, but only bad his sonne vse strangers better 

I Complayned of this New trouble before your lettres amued , 
am promised a lettrc downc of New fauour, but on the way vn- 
possible to solhcite it If that were the woorst, to take away 
their^ weapons and restore them, except they were more gouemed, 
itt matters not , or if you would shew them in a glasse their folly, 
'I he Generali may disarmc their boates and, bcemg demanded 
reason, may vay woe doubt they are bound for the Conquest of 
England and the taking of London 

. Mcsolapatan is a New question I thought them soe 
bare as they Needed noe shipp to fetch any Proceedc They 
speake of some on Creditt, I knowe not what it is, nor whether 
It be fitt goods [for one ship?], much Icssc two In this Poynt 
I wish your due considcr[a]tion , for, if the factonc shalbc con 
tinned as Profitable, and that bee the Companyes intent, some 
supply they must haue, but whether from vs or Bantam I knowe 
not Customc' . I thinck if the stocke were kept togither, 
and that disolued, it were better for the owners But this must 
come from thcmsclucs, I will goe noe further then Mogolls 
India 

. Your despatch for Persia I understand , but sawe noe 
cause to spare two factors to Carry* lettres,® both, it seemes, soe 
MifTii lent as to doc all if the woorst happen All I shall farther 
add in it is to putt you in mynde it is to met hts Maiestie hath 


‘ Asaf Khin (sec P 115) ' The Prince's. ^ hee P 4 »S 

‘ 7 lie Knf lish sailors' (s»-e p 450} 

* Pnnf, on hl^ way from hurat to Bantam (Ap'iJ, ifjlE), iletarhet! 
the Jlft H»'h a supply of money for Masuhpatam {O C , No 7:14^ 

< hec p 435 - 
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rtfcTTd il, and the Company cntniitcd (L I cannot answerc for 
England rntil the rttome of this royadge to any satisfaction 
That therforc I expect the first tight and receipt of all that comes, 
except your pnuai leltres and accounu of sales for the bookca 
perfeamg, but relations, treaties, Priuiledgcs, rroiects all 
of that quafetfc, arc noc mans to ludg oflT Imt myne , and I shall 
cither rtcaoe them whole or r>ot Meddle In them. 

Thus I conclude answer to your lettre, whenn I fall into con 
sldeniion of the Paynes by rntne ownc wcarlne*. You may 
suppose I wnte not at case In a house , retnooue cueiy other day 
foT^l to answer r>one hauc much to prepare for England and 
no helpc. Therforc what U wnitcn In hast must not bee 
seoerly Ceotured. 1 am long In some Instances it Is to lett vwi 
tee rov motions come not at adventure without Consideration, 
though they bnng not allway thdr rcasom 

Nowc 1 come to our estate here. 1 haue recomplayned to 
night rliiii the King with hit Malestlcs lettre tnnibted deferred 
till Nowe for exirwnctlc of wayes, that made all in confusion at 
which tyme I hope to di>pntc our ownc Cause anewt. Asaph 
chan remaynes the same , hath feasted mec, and wte mccte 
often. The Pnnee against hU wiU ihalbe left at Amadauaz 
hath that Gouerment geuen him and Cambayx This is doubt 
la an III signe that the King remooucs him. !t b out of doubt 
true. The good to vs It Au|^<han hath enfoimed hed quitta 
dbeas small japin'* to the King of which bee* wfll procure 
Suratt may bet one, which hec will take j and then 1 doubt 
not to see all amended T^i will suddenly bee liycd, and tpon 
these changes the I^nce will not hauc cause of oposiuon, 
Asaph-chan then promiscih to procure the frwtatn for BengaU 
(for hee suspects not rs to seeke it to betraye Suratt, but to en> 
crease our trade^ and all otha my lust demands, and voweth hee 
wfll make Englishmen content and happy Thus in New hopa 
I rest a tyme and so I must from wniing, for I am not able scarce 
to wnte my Name. I Commiu you all to Gods Mercy 

[Datmbet^ la— I visited Asaph Chan, hauing rccciued 
adulcc from Surat of a new Firman come downc to dis- 
arriue [disarme] all the English, and some other restne 
lions of thmr hbcitlc , vpon a complaint made to the 
Pnnee, that wre intended to build a Fort at Swally, and 

* Tbe Prince. • renlals. * Aiaf Kbin- 

‘ In this and the Wlowing entry, Purehas merely says “ the tenth* 
and “the thirteenth, whkh woolo Imjjy the tenth and thirteenth of 
November Tbe exact order of events Is not clear but from Roe^ 
letters It seems most probable that ** Deconber * U nght for this entry, 
as it certainly It for tbe next 
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that our shippes were laden with Bricke and Lime for that 
end (which suspition arose only by bringing a few on 
shoare to found the ships belB) ; yet the Alarum came to 
Court so hot, that I was called to answere ; which, when 
I made it appeare how absurd the feare was, how dis- 
honorable for the King, how vnfit the place for vs, with- 
out water or harbourage, yet the lealousie was so strongly 
imprinted, because formerly I had demanded a Riuer by 
Goya [Goga] for that end,® that I could hardly perswade 
the Prince we intended not some surprise By this you may 
ludge how easie it were to get a Port for our selues, if you 
affected it, which I can® neither so profitable for you, nor 
a place tenable. Notwithstanding all remonstrances, this 
furnace must be demolished, and a Haddey of horse sent 
downe to see it effected The disarming of our men, being 
all that our people stomached (though it was only to leaue 
their weapons in the Custome-house, and that only of the 
ships company), though it were quieter for vs, except they 
were often more ciuill yet I told Asaph Chan wee would 
not endure the slauery, nor t stay in the Countrey that 
one day the Prince sent a Firman for our good vsage and 
grant of Pnuiledges, the next day countermanded it , that 
there was no faith nor honour in such proceedings, neither 
could I answere my residence longer He replyed at night 


' “ Moreover, our Bell beinge broken, there was a few bncks landed 
at Suallic to new cast the bell, at which ther was great Murmuringe 
amongst the Countrie People, who said we went aboute to buyld a 
Castcll , the w’hich some did w’nte to the Kingc, and the Kinge tould 
It the Prince, who prescntlie sent downe a chiefe man from the Courte 
to forbidd \s buyldinge our Castle and also to take order that not 
aboue 10 Englishe should be suffred to com into the towme together 
and those 10 to leaue their Armes at the customhouse , and the 
Gouemour, Abram Chan (who to his Power hathe bin e\er a freind to 
our nation) w'as in danger to be displaced, if not quite thruste outc, for 
tliat he had not wntten his master of our buyldinge a Castle (in the 
A) re)” — Monnox to the Company, December 28, 1617 (O C,No 586) 

* See p 467 

^ Thus in the onginal The text is evidently corrupt , but the 
sense is clear enough 
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hcc \\*ould mcx 3 Uc the King» before the Prince and giue 
me answere. 

[DecaHba’'\\y . — I rctiWtcd Asaph Chan. He told me 
u'ondrous matters of the Kings affection to my Souercignc 
to my Nation and to mcc that hec had ventured the 
Princes disfauour for our sakes, and had full promise for a 
new reformation but because he feared the Pnnccs deal 
ing he gaue me Ihu assurance, that he ^v'ould take the 
Pngany of Surat, which the Prince must Icauc being made 
Gouemour of Amadauas, Cambaya and that Temtorie ' 
and to glue me satisfaction that he had not dissembled 
with mc,he desired me to come at night to Court, and bnng 
the King my Masters Letter- and the translation the 
oportunitle ^*03 fairc to dcUuer It vpon the occasion of 
which he bade me persist in m> complaints, and offer to 
take leaue I should then tec what he would say for vs, 
and so I should beleeuc my tclfc. At cuening I went to the 
King It bccing a very full Court, and presented my Letter 
which (the King sitting on the ground) was layd before 
him and he, buslc, tookc no great notice. Asaph Chan 
whispered his Father in the care, desiring him to reade the 
Letter and to assist vs, for that he might better begin that 
then himsclfc. Etimon Dowlct tookc vp both Letters 
gaue the English to the King and read the translated to 
which when the King had answered many words of com 
plaint to that point of procunng our quiet Trade by his 
auihoritie among the Portugals, he demanded if he [we ?] 
ivould make peace. 1 ansivcrcd his Maiestie knew long 
since I offered to be gouemed by him and referred it to 
his wdsdomc, and had expected his pleasure. He replied 
hec would vndertake absolutely to accord vs, and to make 
agreement In his bcas* which he would by answere to ray 
Masters Letters slgnlfie, and therein giue him content m 


* See p. 449. * Of this do copy is estsnt- * Cp p. 471 

G G 3 
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all other his friendly desires Notwithstanding, I deman- 
ded leaue to goe before to Amadauas to meet the Kings 
Presents and to prepare for my returne Vpon which 
motion, the question grew betweene the King and the 
Prince, who complayned that he had no profit by vs, and 
that he was content to be rid of vs. Asaph Chan tooke 
the tume, and very roundly told the King that we brought 
both profit to the Port, to the Kingdome, and securitie 
that we were vsed very rudely by the Princes seruants, 
and that it was not possible for vs to reside without 
amends it were more honourable for his Maiestie to li- 
cense vs [to depart ?] then to intreate vs so discourteously, 
for It would be the end The Prince replyed very chole- 
rickly that he had neuer done vs wrong, and had lately 
giuen mee a Firman at his entreatie He replyes It is 
true, you gaue a Firman to his content, and m ten dayes 
sent another, in effect, to contradict it that he stood surety 
between both had vndertaken from the Princes mouth 
our redresse, but now he had the shame and dishonor of 
It that he ought me nothing, nor I him he spake for no 
ends but for the Kings Honor and lustice , in that which 
he^ said that he did vs no wrong, he must appeale to me, 
who complayned that our goods were taken by force, that 
two yeeres past Rulph [Zulphercarcon] had begun it, 
would neuer pay vs, and his Officers continued euery ship- 
ping that if the Prince were weary of vs, he might tume 
vs out, but then he must expect we would doe our owne 
lustice vpon the Seas He demanded if the King or 
Prince gaue mee meanes to eate, or who did ? That I was 
an Ambassadour and a stranger, that liued and followed 
the King at great charge . that if our goods were forced, 
and after we could get neither goods nor money, how 
should I Hue and maintayne myselfe ? 


^ The Pnnce. 
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This dcliucrcd with some hcatc, the King catched the 
word Force, Force, redoubling it to his sonne, and gauc him 
sharpe reprehension The Pnnee promised to see me paid 
all that he had taken nothing but onl> caused the Pre 
icnts to be scaled because his Olhccrs had no Customc 
and desired to hauc them opened before him I absolutcl) 
refused it , also I told the King 1 u’ould only doc my dutic 
(0 m> Master, In dcliuering his Presents free after I 
would giuc the Prince all content 

htlmonboulet who Is always IndlfTcrcnt and now by 
his sonne made our friend, whispered w'lih the King and 
read a clause or two In my Masters Letter at which the 
King made his son nsc and stand aside. Asaph Chan 
iojmcd in this pnuatc conference (which they told me v.’as 
for m> good) and In conclusion the Pnnee was called 
commanded to suffer all the goods to come to my hands 
quietl) to glue me such pnuiledgcs as were Bt, which 
Asaph Chan should propound The Pnnee would not 
>*ccld the Presents except Asaph Chan would stand surety 
that he should haue a share, which he did and then we 
all agreed \*pon that point , the King giuing mec many 
good words, and U'o pieces of his Parwn^ out of his dish 
to cate of the same he was eating Then I tooke Icaue to 
goc to Amadauas to meet the Presents and so we parted 
At night 1 set on my loumey leaning my Tents, suppos- 
ing the next day to reach the ClUc but 1 rode two nights 
a day and a halfc, with one baltc vpon straw and the 
Bfteenth at noone amued at Amadauas.* 


' B«el leaii chewed by ihe rutlve* with the dried area not The 
Hindattinl tenn here u In full fAn xv^dri which U generally 
employed for • the cocnWtutlon of bet^ aree* not Ume, &c« which b 
politely olfcred (along whh otto of roses) to visiton. and wWch mti 
nates the terminatkm of the rlsh* (Yak and Bumclrt Hoism/fitMt 

Ahnadibid, the prinapal aiy of Gajirdt, where Roe spent 
a short Interval) the remaining nenod ol his attendance on the 
Vreat Mo^oL It is situate On the (eft bank of the Sdbarmati nrer 
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To Master Kerridge and assistants at Surat 
(I O Records O C, No 578) 

Atnadavaz, 18 December, 1617 

Your lettres come soe quick vpon mee in this huddle of trouble 
and journy that I know not which or what is answered , but 
rather double then omitt any thing necessane. 

That of the nth dicto by your expresse touchd in part, by 
which you vnderstand of my amuall in Amaduaz The Com- 
playnts thenn I cannot speedelie redresse, the King beeing turned 
to Cambaya and not expected here this 13 dayes, at which tyme 
I will soe lardgly enforme in all kinds as, if ther bee any honor 
or sence or Common vnderstanding, I shall procure amends or 
licence to depart 

The Motion to leaue the bnnging of Corrall or any comoditie 
that will sell^ is all one as to mooue the expulsion of vs , for if 
wee bee debarrd our trafique free, wee will not stay My answere 
the last brought round if they seeke our embarque^ wee will 
trade into the Red Sea m spigbt of them and vpon them Vnlesse 
wee professe this, they will bee still cauilling 

I Perceave, by some heare, a resolution in Captain Towerson 
to goe to the Sowthward , to which I neuer can nor will consent 
Hee IS here arnued with many seruants, a trumpett, and 
more shew then I vse With him is amued Captain Newse,® 
of whose Comming the Commander aduised mee noething , thence 
I gather it was without his knowledge Hee is very Wellcome to 
mee, seeing hee is come , but I mannerly refused it to him, for 
reasons not expressed which were very Matenall I had pro- 
fessed to the King, to giue him the more feeling of our seruice 
and affection, that wee had taken the ships and their Company 
that offered to robb the Beagams^ junck Our enemies replied 
to my face it was a tncke that wee were all theeues now wee 
could not doe it faierly, and therfore sett a Counterfeyt show vpon 
It The King questioned how any English durst offer such an 


about fifty miles from the sea , and was at this time a large and 
populous city, with flounshmg manufactures and a considerable com- 
merce A good description of it is given by Della Valle (vol 1, p 95), 
who was there m February, 1623 

Mukarrab KhSln, the viceroy, had furbished up the royal quarters 
for the reception of the emperor , but Jahdngfr was not at all pleased 
with Ahmaddbdd as a place of residence, and m his memoirs com- 
plains bitterly of the hot ivinds, the all-pervading dust, and the scanty 
and disagreeable water (Elliot and Dowson’s History^ voL vi, p 3^8) 

^ Apparently the Surat merchants had objected to the competition 
of the English, and had endeavoured to secure its limitation 
® Embargo ® See p 420 

* The Begum’s, t e , the Queen Mother’s 
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InJonc *nd ctwnc loc bouldlf if not hf Conient of hi» MsictUe , 
which when I hid anrwcmj I dciniertd on my Crcditi ihal wlut 
w«had done was Ilona fide and imcttly that the Captaini 
wtte made Pniontn in oor thip*, fccpl in Irona and that I 
woold toe tend them 10 hU Malcitic, who wouW make them an 
example of tuch bouUnet lo date fo diUotbc the Atlfa of hU 
Gownt Hce i» knownc here by Mcrthanlt come vpon the 
tame juneV and in Cbmpanic with him who I doubt not will 
betray hinv »nd in him met With what face can I tntwere thii 
if I bee qocttjoncd? To tend him back 11 ditcurteiie, bcong 
admitted at CtWaIn Towctvmt Companion not what to doc In 
it doe I Well Vnowc. 1 ihouM bee much cated if you were 
more rrtcnjcd in Ihii kind bclowc Hce is veiy confonnaWc to 
an ftaton , ofTcrt to tetumc , bat It it knowne already and I 
may haue the shame, you the lottc, of that curteiie whi^ before 
was l}>ou;;ht wee Had done them. 

Since, on iHc 16 amaed with mce tafety your goods and Pre- 
tcnit and all the Company (mote then 1 wished) and for Master 
Sicclca reasons for than, they are etary cartfull ones, wher there 
is noc Seede. 1 am torry for all luch Chardge*, that wee can 
doc nothing without the vtmoit of txncnce. They temayne with 
mee yet rnopened, by reason of the Kings absence and I doubt 
not btrt 10 haue Peace with them and by them, W iih ihete are 
amued Master Steeles Artificers, with whom I haue tpoken and 
tould them my judgment Hce it confident to doc tomwhai 
woorthy hit Uhor answerable to hss hopes if I barely ta)!! 
noc, hee might lay his ownc erron rjton mee. Therfore I haue 
consented hee thill haue a little Roomc apart, ktepe house with 
them, oocTsee them, and teu them to woorke in Trull (wo 
hloniht. U hce can doe it, hee shall haue all the honor and 
due Prayte If not, they shah relume and hce will tndergoc the 
shame. This will cost the Company some mony againrt my 
will, but they that adventure must soroclymes Pay for ihdr crudu 
title, and hU ownc reckonings shalbe apart. Sc^ndly hce tells 
mee hee hath brought rp tome Mcrchaontt that sue for Pattadge 
into the Red Sea and jnomisc to drawc in many More, to which 
1 harken most willingly, for ihcr shall neuer bee any good trade 
In Guierali for vs, nor any thing tre them by the Noses, but our 
Mingling with them in the Sck or eating them out of that 
trade and scruing them by necetsitlc of what they want I knowe 
that their trade iri the Rrf Sea without vt is more profitable for 
them, and In hope of that wee Hue at wee doe. But it Is all 
Naught wee must teach them by conttriynt and Nccettitlc, and 
talke with them of leauing that trade when wee haue possessed it 
to our galnc and ihdr want, then wIU they be® the Conditions 
which they Now will not harken after In thtt employment I 
haue both Interested Master Steele and designed him the Chcefe 
Merchant , for lose then some <^ccfc will rxK content him, and It 
3 5 « 
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cannot bee in this countne to the Iniune of any 1 hope the 
Comander, you, and hee will finde some employment of a shipp 
that way If it were myne owne busines I would goe spend 
tyme only for hopes, though I had noe helpe of the Guzeratts , 
and this I haue often declared 

The supplyes for Agra wilbe lardger then your Monies, 
Master Fettiplace hauing assured me of 25,000 rupees Creditt, 
and if tymely will goe farther Hee vrdgeth keeping Creditt soe 
pressiuely, and it is of such consequence to vs, that I haue sould 
the great Pearle for 12,000 rttpees} without abatement to bee 
payd 10,000 Tanneries in Agra , which mony I haue made vp I 
knowe the Pearle somwhat better woorth, not much, neither could 
I euer procure it esteemed at that rate , but for our Present vse, 
and for some other very good reasons, I haue yeilded to Please in 
It Asaph-chan Considenng the Royall of Eight at Suratt and in 
England the Pnce equalls almost 1,400/1 in that money at 4J 61/ , 
and is Paid clear in Agra without abatement of exchange with 
Shraff^ which is profitt allsoe It Paid noe custome, and cost in 
England, as Master Steele avowes, but 1,000/1 This made mee 
yeild , els I would haue ventured to haue taken it back 

January 8, 1617-18 — There was some question about 
Presents The Prince asking for them, I answered They 
were readie, if hee pleased to rcceme his Then hee de- 
manded Why I brake his scales?^ I told him It was 
dishonorable for me to bring a Kings gifts in bonds, and 
great discourtesie to set scales vpon them I expected and 
attended his licence twentie daies, but seeing no hope, I 
was enforced to doe it Some heate began ; at which 
appeared a Gentleman of the Kings, who was sent to 
obserue the passage, and to stickle,^ and told vs both the 

* Apparently these were khazdna (“treasury”) rupees (the usual 
currency at AhmadAbAd), six of which were equal to five Ja/tdttj^lrts 
(see p 352) Reckoning the latter at 2j 71/, the pearl fetched only 
1,291/ 13J Roe appears to have reckoned the 12,000 rupees as 
equal (roughly) to 6,000 nals, \Nhich at 4J 6 d apiece would be 
equi\dlent to 1,350/ Steel was wrong as to its cost, which was 
2,000/ (sec Court Factory Journal in I O Records) , there was thus, 
even on Roc’s reckoning, a considerable loss on the sale 

* See p 453 It w'ould seem that the presents had been sent up from 
Surat sealed with the Prince’s seal , and Roc, after applying in vain for 
permission to open them, had cut the bonds and taken possession 

’ To accommodate matters The old meaning of “ stickler” was 
one who attended on combatants, to sec fair play and part them when 
they had fought enough, 
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King commanded wee should come before him at a Garden 
where he sate a Cearir out of Tow nc, X’pon the Rluer So 
the Pnnee tooVc h\^PnIantft and 1 a Coach well attended 
b) seruants both of father and son. When I came to the 
Cat« the Women were cnlrinR and then no man can but 
the Pnnee who made within a bitter complaint against 
met that I had dared to cut his scales, and to take out 
what I list Asaph Chan was called for, who wraa my 
turclic and the Prince laid it on him hec, as the custome 
Is, dcn>*ed It, excused himsclfc >*tt I had not accused him 
but tookc it \pon me as knowing m> sclfc better able to 
bcarc it and that he would dcnic it Then I was sent for 
to the water side where the King sate pnuatcl> where I 
entered mdlh mcc the Presents , but the King was within 
amongst his Women, Asaph Chan chafed at mce for 
breaking his word , told mee the Prince had shamed him 
I repl)cd b) laddo« You know I had ^‘our consent, this 
man is witnesse. He denized It to vs both. I rcpl>'ed 
Though I w'ould not cast It vpon him it was true, for I had 
udincsse. taddou would not relume the answTre, but told 
me he might not tell him be !>*cd to his face. And thU is 
viuall , if any command come from the King that he 
forgets, he that brought the message will disauow it I 
bore \‘p as high as I could The great men told me it 
was a great affront no man durst doe such a thing 
Others smiled, I answered Not so great as the Prince 
had done me often 

Thus we spent the day and the King appeared not but 
priualcl> stole away, Icaulng vs all sitting in expectance. 
At night word came the King was gone, and I offered to 
goc home but v.'as so well attended I could not but by 
force. In the way new messengers came to seckc race, and 
I arriued backe at the Kings Court not haulng eaten or 
drunke but the King was not come in nor could I get 
loose of my attendants, but the) s’sed me very respectfully 
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We sate an houre Suddenly newes came to put out all 
lights, the King was come ; who entred on an open 
Waggon, with his Normahall, drawne by Bullocks, him- 
selfe Carter, and no man neare When hee and his 
Women were housed, the Prince came in a horse-backe; 
and entring in, called for me I found them alone with 
two or three Capons and about mid-night the King set on 
it an angrie countenance told mee I had broken my word . 
that he would trust me no more (the Prince had desired 
him to doe so) I answered as roundly I held it fit to 
giue freely I had done nothing of offence in my owne 
ludgement if their customes were other, it was ignorance, 
and I must bee pardoned Wee had many disputes At 
last the Prince interposed, offered his friendship, and wee 
were all reconciled fully, and promises too large. Then I 
opened the Chests, gaue the King his Presents, the Pnnce 
his, and sent in that for Normahall We were aboue two 
houres in viewing them The Arras he tooke well, but said 
it was course, desired to haue a Sute of such as the sweet 
Bagge , and wee concluded that in the morning I should 
come to the Prince, that he should be my Protector and 
Procurator The goods (except Three things) more then^ 
Presents were there returned mee , for those three the 
Prince told me he would pay, seeing his father tooke them 
January lO — I went to the Prince, was receiued with all 
fauour, had order for a Firman for the man murthered,® a 
declaration of his reconcilement in publike, command to all 
his Officers to take knowledge, and to his chiefe Raia^ to 
be my Procurator, and to draw what Firmans so euer I 
desired I presented Captaine Towerson and some 
English, whom hee vsed with grace , and for a signe of 


1 Eunuchs ^ Other than 

® Presumably m some brawl at Surat 

♦ Possibly Rdja Bikramdjft, who was afterwards left at Ahmaddb^d 
as the Pnnce’s deputy 
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this peace, gaue me a Cloth of sHuer cloak, and promised 
to be the Protector of our Nation in all things. I told him 
of Master Steele and his Work men Hoc desired me to 
bnng a small Present to his father at night hee wotJd 
present them , v.hlch 1 did Hee kept his word, and 
spake for vs to him, who was willing enough. I presented 
Captalne Towerson to the King who called for him vp 
and after a few questions rose. At the Gushtl Chots 
I presented Master Steele and his Work men. The King 
sate In a Hat I gaue him all night, called for Master 
Paynter,' and after much Discourse, gaue him ten pounds 
and promised to entertayne the rest 
January 13 — The Dutch came to Court with a great 
Present of China ware, Sanders,* Parrats and Cloaues , but 
were not suffered to come neere the third degree. At last 
the Prince asked me who they were. I replyed The 
Hollanders resident In Surat Hee demanded If they were 
our fnends. I replyed Th^ were a Nation depending on 
the King of England but not welcome in all places thdr 
busincsse I knc^v not He said for being our friends, 

I should call them vp , and so I was enforced to send for 
them to ddluer thdr Present They were placed by our 
Merchants, without any speech or further conference.* 
Finally 1 had all granted 1 desired I attend the perfor 
mance and money And thus 1 conclude that without 
this contestation I had ncucr gotten anything , for I told 
the Pnnees Messenger In the presence of all the English, 

^ The palmer brought by Steel t see p. 477 * SmxUhrood. 

* Cn. ^ 46^ Thfc Dutch embawy was beaded by Heter Gfllerf 
van Kavtateyn (sec p. 334k whose report to the Dhectora m 
Amrttjdim be forod In Hapu Tranitrtpu 1st Sciie*, voL ^ 
No. ^ He says they were well treated, and obtained %. ftrwtdn 
from the Prince grantlBg them a number of pilrOeges, thoogh oot 
aB for wh\A they had a^ed. Ho records a umveiialion be bM 
whh Roc, who complahicd of the bostllity of the Dmch towards 
the EntUih In the Moluccas, and said that King James was v ery 
angry anout h, and would lalco steps to avenge his subject** wrong* 

• TOt," adds tli Dijtchman, *• 1 am not at all afraid of that." 
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that if he vsed force to me or my goods, he might doe his 
pleasure, but it should cost bloud that I would set my 
Chop vpon his Masters ship, and send her for England 

Jamiary i 8 — I receiued from Surat of the imprisonment 
of Spragge and Howard at Brampoore, their house and 
goods seized, their hues in question, for drinking with the 
Cutwall in their house that one of the Cutwalls men dyed 
that night, vpon which they stand accused of Poyson and 
the Cutwall^ to free himselfe of comming into the house, 
pretended that he came to fetch a mans wife away from 
Thomas Spragge What the truth is I know not Infor- 
mation is come to the King against them , and I went to 
the Prince (who vndertooke all my causes) but could not 
speake with him With the same came complaint of a 
force vsed to the Caffila vpon the way, notwithstanding the 
Finnan sent, by the Rata of the Countrey ^ In both 
which to night I will make petition to the King My 
toyle with barbarous vniust people is beyond patience At 
the Princes I found the Finnan promised, drawne, but 
halfe the conditions agreed on left out , vpon which I 
refused it, and desired nothing but leaue to depart to treat 
with these in the Sea 

January 21 —A command to free the English and their 
goods, and that if the Moore came into their house to 
drinke, if they killed him with a Dagger, hee had his iust 
reward The second to Raia Partapshaw, to repay vs all 
exactions whatsoeuer not to take hereafter any dutie 
vpon the way towards his Port ^ and in case of failing, 
that he would deliuer his sonne into my hands ^ He 


^ Partab Shdh (see p 87) As the Surat-BuihJ(npur road ran 
partly through his territory, he claimed the right of levying a toll at 
Dana Roe, however, had procured a fannAn freeing the English 
from this imposition (Roe to Sunit, October 21, 1617 — O C,No 552) 
® The Prince’s 

® Partab Shdh had visited Jahdnglrat Mandu, and had left his sop 
m thg Mogul’s hapds a? a bostpge, 
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further ordered the dclluery of the Finnan for Surat the 
Articles by mcc demanded, and to pay vs all our debts of 
Surat, and to cut it off vpon his Manapdants^ that had 
taken that without delay He called to account his old 
Customers, charged the new to vse vs as hts friends, shewed 
as much fauour publikcl> m I could require. I mooued 
expedition. He rcpl}»cd To morrow by nine in the 
morning all should be dcliucrcd into my hands. 

January 22— wxnt my sclfc to nxciue them and 
carr>*cd the Merchants w ith some Pcaric that the Pnnee 
had bin instant to see, pretended to be Master Towersons. 
But he had rccciucd some vnccrialnc Information of Pcarlcs 
to the value of tu'cntic or thirtie thousand pound which he 
hoped to draw, from v'S. When his Sccrelarie saw the 
small sorts hoc rcpl)*ed The Prince had Mands of these 
if we brought no belter commodlllc w'ec might be gone, 
he cared not for our custome. How basely false and 
couetous are those of lewcls you may iudge. I vndeitooke 
rqjly that I had procured those from a Gentlewoman to 
satishe them If they liked them not, they could not be 
made better it was indullily to be angry wnth Merchants 
for their goodwill but told him I came for my Finnans 
and expected them, I vvas answered Wee had dccciucd 
their hopes, and the Prince would dccdue ours Finnan I 
should haue none I had asked Icaue to depart I might 
come and take leaue when I pleased I answered Nothing 
contented mec more, but that I would visit their vniusticc 
m an Indifferent place that I would speake with the King 
and depend no more on them for I saw all was couetous- 
nesse and vnworthincsse. So I rose and parted- But he 
recalled me to come to the King and Prince together the 
next day I should haue content* 


^ Here Parclm** extract* come to ao abrupt end. 
whole, he “my tclfc could haue wlihed it, bat notber writh 
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Instructions to the cheefe Factors Thomas Barkar and 
Edward Monnox in Persia ^ 

(I O Records O C, No 608.) 

Amdavaz, February 4, 1617 [-18] 

1 First, you shall bee instant with the Sha to take some 
Course with the Portugall to enforce him to consent to a free 
trade, that the Seaes and Ports may bee open , which may bee 
effected by forbidding all releefe to bee transported to Ormus 
from the Mayne or any other of his Dominion, or els by fortyfy- 
ing some Port, if any sufficient for shipping, or some Road where 

ilmay both Command the traders and they the sea betweene 
them 

2 You shall avow Connaught to haue beene a Messinger sent 
from the King, though not with absolute Power as Ambassador 
to treate and Conclude but that if the Sha shall fullfill the 
desiers of the English, his Maiestie will send ample authoritie 
further to Contract with him m the meane tyme that hee hath 
giuen mee full Power to Conclude in these Poynts following and 
to Confirme those treaties already begunn by Edward Connaught, 
to which you shall propound 

3 That his Maiestie bee Pleased to bartar yearly for some 
Certayne quantetie of silke, whatsoeuer hee please vnder 8,000 
Bales, to bee bought of him at 6^ 6d the Pound, to bee deliuered 
by his Merchants at Xiras ; for which hee shall receiue pay one 
third money , one third Cloth, Tynne, quicksiluer or any such 
English goods as hee shall require, at the Pnses made by Edward 
Connaught, to say, Cloth at 37 shahees^ the yard, the rest as you 
fynd the marketts , one other third in spices, sugars, gynger. 


the Honourable Company nor else-where could leame of it the worthy 
Knight himselfe being now employed in like Honourable Embassage 
from his Maiestie to the Great Turke ” 

^ The Bee had returned from Jdshak in January, bringing news of 
the concessions obtained from the Shdh by Connock, and of the 
death of the latter The concessions, how ever, did not cover all the 
points stipulated for in the Company’s recent orders Roe therefore 
issued the present instructions to Barker and Monnox to negotiate 
further with the Shdh It was intended that the Anne should take 
them to Jdshak on her way to Mocha, but (as will be seen later) this 
was found to be impracticable The document was therefore (as 
the endorsement shows) sent to Kemdge to be forwarded overland 
“ by way of Smd ” Later in the year, upon the amval of Bonner’s 
fleet at Surat from England, the Expedition was sent to Jdshak, where 
she arrived on November 22, and was laded with 71 bales of silk 
which the factors had m readiness for shipment On her way to 
Persia, she surpnsed two Portuguese ships of considerable value 
((7 C, No 777) 

* Shdhis^ four of which went to an abbdsi, and fifty abbdsts to tlie 
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neele, Doth, and skasha of Indira, roch kynd» and lorts as hit 
Malesue shall nouilnale , and thtr at Xinu, shall recdue the 
»ajd coods in bartar yearly in the Month* of Nouember Deccm 
her, Janoaiy Febnmr, March or Apn 1 L 

4. That hee shall piue you full Priunedges for a staple and 
standing Mart at the Cuty of Vlras, wher it thalbe lawfull for you 
to sell, bartar and trade with any of his sobiects or other inhabit 
ants or Merchants in his Dominions residing, all such surplus of 
goods as you shall haue landed mote then that which hU Highnes 
contracted for , and shall mahe declaration vnto all his su&ecU 
that it shalbe lawfull for them thither to passe downe with their 
tllkes or other goods to sell or bartar with the English. 

5 That j'ou may ntt all tymes haue free Passadge with your 
goods to the sea syde, and a Pbee of secuniic ther granted you, 
as well for the goc^ you shall land as for such you buy and shall 
bring downe to attend for your flecte, Tpon such Conditions os 
it hath Pleased him to grant to the English by tbe Negotution of 
Edward Connaught 

6. Haring thus Coniraacd for the sure tent and Investments 
of goods on both Parts, you shall haue Power to slgne by thb my 
Commission on our Parts to performe the said Contract (the 
Penlls of the sea only excepted) and to Conenant in my Name m 
the behalfe of his Mafestie that by the Next shipping that shall 
amue afler the retume of this contract, hts Hi^nes shall receiue 
the Confirmation both of the former and these Present conditions 
mder (he great scale of our Soueray g ne l^rd his Maiestie of 
great Bfiltayne. 

7 You shall haue full and due reguard in this negotiation to the 
Instruciiom giucn Edward Monnox, as well from the Honourable 
Companie as from roee, and in all Poynts as far as you may 
obscruethe same 

8. You shall prepare what proceed socuer of sUItes and goods 
to bee ready in Mogustan, free and mcharged, or if with security 
at lasques by the 20 of August and you shalbe very warie in 
contracting rpon Creditt with the Sha for more goods, or for 
other species of Payment, then you arc sure you shalbe able to 
satisfye, rntiH full ogcreation* and advise come from the Com 
pany except alway If the Sha will bearc tbe adventure of any 
Bales of sOke* to bee ihipt for Engbnd and to bee payd vpon the 
retume of the said goods amued m England, in which case I am 
of opinione it is auo vnfitt to grant Passadge of any his Mer 


temdff. Sled {Ftrjt Letter Boeii pu 46a) reckons the skdki as equal 
to foarpeoce, and this makes the temin 3/ 6r fi<i— exactly the valtw 
gi v en by Herbert (c. 1630) and Fnrcr (1677X 
* Agreement, apnrovaL Cp. *lhe agreation of tbe Cotatcell of 
Stater (Pirondi Sev Power of Pori^ 1643, quoted In New Eng 
Dict\ 
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chants with goods vpon our shipps, wherby they wilbe enfonned 
of the Prices both of ours and their comodities ^ 

9 You shall follow the Companies orders for Payment of 
wages to all their factors the Royal at 5s , and shall at the fleetes 
amualls take none as adtendants nor enterteyne any New into the 
Compames seruice For all such as are already seated, you 
shall enforme who are necessane and improueable in the Com- 
panies busines, sober, Industnous and honest, them to keepe 
and to encouradge, and by your lettres may procure them a 
Competent encrease of wages , others, whom you fynd Negligent 
in their duty or dissolute in their life, you shdl send them to the 
Port to bee reshipt 

10 You shall give speedy and full aduise as well of the recep- 
tion of these conditions as of the proceedure and probabilitie of 
this trade to the ends by vs aymed at, and of the Prices of all 
sorts of goods to bee imported or exported, both to the Company 
in England (by way of Aleppo, in Charractar) and tO*mee and the 
Cape marchant resident at Suratt by the way of Syndu and by 
the Meanes of the Mogolls Ambassdor in Spahan, or by any 
other speedy, sure and Convenient Passadge 

11 You shall enterteyne John Leachland as one of your fac- 
tors to bee imployed in veiwing and buying the silkes, m which 
hee pretends hee hath had breeding and expenence, and shall 
allow him lo/i yearly for his Mayntenance, and for the rest of 
his wages hee referrs himselfe to his desarts and the Companyes 
fauour 

12 You shall take Notice that notwithstanding Edward Mon- 
nox receiuing from mee commision^ denued from the Instructions 
and Power conferrd on mee by his Maiestie to goe into Persia 
and to take account of the former proceedings, and no other, 
that hee finding it necessane to abyde in the Countrye I fully 
glue my Consent therto, and hereby do appoynt him the second 
factor in that trade , and in Case of the Death of Thomas Barkar 
to reside Cheefe or Cape Marchant in his steed, and doe giue 
him full power to the excecution of all these former instructions. 


^ This was perhaps a wise precaution, considenng that the English 
were not prepared to give more than ys 6d. a pound for silk which 
was estimate to fetch in London 16s (Company’s instructions to 
Roc, see Appendix B) 

It may be mentioned that the silk brought home by the Anne in 
1619 sold for 26s loti the great pound of 24 oz., which is at the rate 
of 17J lod the ordinary pound 

* Seep 463 Monnox’s instructions (no longer extant) seem to have 
required his early return , but finding the factory in so weak a state, 
he had judged it best to remain. Upon Barker’s death (30 Nov. 
1619), Monnox became chief in Persia, but returned to England in 
1623 A “ Relation of the late Ormuz busincssc" from hi«; pen is 
gi\cn in Purchas’s second volume (p 1793) 
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lo dupoic of iho Coropantc* busines, esuic and tenants and to 
Cooemc and direct them as ihctr head and Pnndji to the bene- 
fill of hu Honorable emplojcn , Proulded that hcc proa^c by 
consultation and aduise of the mwt anticnt and cxpenenccd that 
reside with or ncarc him and no otherwise and that hee follow 
not the Stepps of prodigalliilc and grcaincs bej;unn bj Edward 
Connau^hC bot negotiate m the Name and qitalltic oi a Mar 
chant, hue sobaly and thnflclcy as becomes his Pbec and the 
tnnl Imposed irpon him that hee glue no occasion ofdlillVe or 
offence vnto hts fellow icruanif bot r%c them with all fill re- 
spects that hcc ieeVc to quench and rtconalc all factions and 
discontents, which will breed first distraction and after ruyine to 
Ihcmsdacs and their employment and that, wherai epon his 
last dispatch hee wrote at lardge vnto the factors Und] to them 
consigned such lettres as properly to mce bdonec^ and to mec, 
to whom the btrsines Is Committed, breefly and brokenly with 
reference [to] ihc factors, 1 glue you to vnderstand that I looke 
for that doe respect from him and all other In this busines cm 
ployed as is owetng to my place, qoalctlc and authontie commit 
ted and entrusted to mec by his Malestie and the Honourable 
Company )-ouf ^Taslcrs, and that first account bee to mce geuen 
of all your Proceedings, except only your bookes of account, 
lednr and joumall and such ^cr sStijrv* of Marthandice, of 
whfcb alsoc 1 e x pect the foole or grotse account, that 1 may 
judge of the whole Profitt and lotse the others to consigne and 
render mto the Cape Merchant at Suratl with Coppies for 
Ei^lard as wdl of the said bookes and accounts as of all lettres, 
consultations and other proceedings that shalbc registred STilill 
this factorle of Persia settled and absolute of yt selfe or 
otherwise disposed off by full order and Power from the Companle 
In England. 

13. Lastly I rcquier you to bee careful! In the estates of such 
your factors as shall render their soules vnto thdr creator, that 
true Inventorle and account bw kept and made o>cr vnto the 
ttocke of the Honourable Companle lo arorde all scandall or 
vnjust dealing, Particularly In the estate of uTlCam Tracy who 
is lately dead and had to his Purse at bis departure [from] Suratt 
Nccre loo/i^ part of which Edward Connaught had borrowed, 
that bb frends may haue some just acconipt, which they may 
expect of mee, bcelng by them recommended to mee, but enreiglea 
away by Edward Connaught , and that whatsocucr goods, monies 
or debts may bee found of the said Edward Coniun^t may bee 
sealed or recoucred to the vse of his Creditors and for the satis- 
faction of the Honourable Companle, Particularly one debt of 7 
TcmaH^ lent by him to the friar Padre Paulo, resident In Spahan,* 


• PoulbJy the frar mentioced on p. 130. 

H H 


^ See note to p. 461. 
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whose bill at his death it seemes hee burned and bequeathed the 
Companies mony for Diergees and dead Masses } and of all such 
suninies of mony, debts, silkes and goods whatsoeuer pretended 
to bee the said Edward Connaught[’s] to make true accompts 
and to putt it to the stock of the Compame, who will with more 
conscience and equitie render reason to all that shall of them 
demand it, as far as his estate arose, themselues beeing first m 
measure satisfyed 

So I Committ you all to Gods Mercy 

To THE East India Company 
(I O Records O C, No 6io ) 

Amadavaz, 14 February, i6i7-[i8] 

My Honourable Frendes, 

Your lettres mentioned upon the Charles safely amued at 
Swally Roade in September, 1616, and came to hand October 
following , were answered by the Globe, dispeeded from the 
Coast the 7 th of March after, ^ to which I referr you , Coppies 
wherof 1 cannot now send (and by Codes Mercy ther is no cause) 
for I, beeing fully determined to returne, \\as vnprouided of them, 
or of any but my booke, and beeing in contmuall trauell haue 
beene much streightened to send you these of Newer dates and 
soe more necessane, hauing but one hand® to assist mee, and that 
oftener weake then able 

For the Passadges of your busines in Court or factories, 
as much as I was made acquaynted with, the one you shall 
receiue by a Joumall, and the other you may collect out of 
transcripts of lettres directed to your seuerall factories by mee, 
all which are Punctually sent you, wherm you may see what 
wayes I held, and what my opinions were In reading these, yf 
you compare the dates with those of your seruantes corresponding, 
you shall haue more light and Judge of all as if you were Present 
1 make noe question others send their owne, for soe I aduised 
tymely , and 1 could perswade you to appoynt one to view them 
togither, to collect the reasons and conclusions for your full 
enformation You may in some clauses fynd mee sharp and 


^ Connock professed himself a Roman Catholic just before his death, 
as his implacable subordinate. Barker, put it in a letter to Roe {O C , 
No 792) ‘‘he lived an Atheist and died a Papist” Barker further 
accused his late principal of extravagance, cowardice and deceit , but 
we need not attach much importance to such charges, for Barker’s 
own behaviour was severely reprehended by Monnox and Pettus, the 
latter of whom declared that “ the Company have lost a worthy ser- 
vant m Connock ” 

^ Roe’s letter referred to is no longer extant 
® His secretary, the scnbe of the present letter 
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ccruunng your adulsc* from home but you will find my reason* 
loitifiable and my cndes honest and vprIgbL 

To the Particular of your lost recelued by the Jamts Rejall by 
my trend Captain Prin^ and to all instructions sent therby you 
shall receiue answere cither in this or in some wnglc Papers to 
that Purpose and m all you shall see my Judgment of all your 
trades, for I haue dealt openly and freely as well before you 
commuted to roee any thing os since. 

As this bnngeth a Coppy of yours [of] the former ycare, so I 
will runn along with yt in the Poyntes mooued 

The little doubles that rose betweene mce and Captain Keeling 
soone vanished.^ I found him In all ihmgcs a reasonable and 
discreet man, nor want of any performance on your Partes of any 
thing promts^ met. 

Wee haue this ycare, for suffering the Insolcnries of the 
Pnnee, made Irull of Ooga and searched all the Bay,* but can 
fynd noe place fill for your head residence but Suratt, soc that 
noesUon is at an end, and wee must study to make the best of 
that Pbce. 

To waft the Mogollei subiccies into the Red Sea will neucr 
giue your Men bread and water They ndlhcr desier it nor will 
admitt It, escepl wee doe it of Curtesic for lhc> Pay their Car 
tassfi notwithstanding, being Compounded with the Portugall, 
and they feare none bat Pirattes, which u a New trade of ayeare* 
standing , yet that feare will sooner make them not trade (for m 
all tbev ore but slaues to the Lorde* of the Portes, who Cutt 
vpon them) then giuc vs the remayner of their Profiu for iheir 
safe Conduct, os in Master Steeles Prolects >“Ou will pcrceiac my 
trail, for hee had other cndes. 

The Modofts of building a fort haue begott such Jealousies in 
these Moores dial vpon bringing bnck ashore to found a ihippes 
belV it rang to Court, our People disarmed in Suratt, and 1 am not 
yet clearc of liberties lost vpon yt, though I haue made the Pnnee 
ashamed at the wcakenes of the suspilion to confesse a handful! 
of men could take a Part of their Countne by force. But it a 
true wee would bee lordei there, and baue Committed soe many 
Insolcndes that I haue woondred at tbor Pauence •* yet wee 
complayne. The last ycare for anoUier folly our Peopfe were 
restrayned in the Townc, and they sent from the shipe* aoo 
Naked men ashore to take Suratt, who as brutishly bruted it m 
their March , yet ten Men would haue kept them from Passing 
the great Rluer* This yearc wee bane offered vpon Puntoef to 


! Cp M 4 J- » Sec p. 450. » Cp. p. 

J^p. 45 a ‘Cp-p-ios. « Seep 396. 

’ lUL/joito a point, a small matter hence, minate observaiKre*, 
« a* we now say pm^lios (cp Bacocu Athfimetnuni of Ltmmmg. 
^ II, ch. xxfiT where that [repotationj a not, it most he srrppJfed 
bj/Mn/ot and coenpUments^ 
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force the Custome house and Twenty drawn their swoordes m yt 
If these bee not lust causes of Jealousy, I am silent , yet I patch 
It vp 

The Commander* now by his great Modesty and discretion 
hath both reformed many abuses, gayned you much good will, 
himselfe all mens loue and his owne Creditt An honester man. 
I suppose you cannot send, and that his Actions will approoue 
one that studies your endes, is ready to loyne with any, without 
insisting vpon disputes and tearmes 

To retume to a fort Ther is noe Place to bee obteyned 
They are weary of vs as it is , and indeed wee see wee haue em- 
pouenshed the Fortes, and wounded all their trades, soe that by 
much Perswasion of the Gouernors the Merchant goes to sea 
Or, if ther were hcence gianted, ther is none fitt for your Ship- 
pmg except one that lies out of all Commerce and hath more 
inconveniences in yt then this, which, when your goodes are ready 
by September, wilbe easie enough And if you began to build 
and plant here, quarrell would anse, the enemie exasperated, 
who may now bee drawn to Composition, and all your proffittes 
eaten in Gamzons and dead payes It is noe way to dnue your 
trades by plantation The Dutch haue spoyled the Moluccoes 
which they fought for, and spent more then they will yeild them, 
if quiett, in seauen yeares 

Syndu^ you may freely goe too, lade and relade , but it is in- 
habited by the Portugall, lies noe way well for your stock (except 
you scatter it) , it ventes only your teeth® and hordes good Cloth 
and many toyes But if the sortes you haue seene serue your 
Markettes, you are nearer seated and may haue what quanteties 
you Please , and for your teeth the marchant will fetch them at 
Suratt 

Bengala hath noe Fortes but such as the Portugalles Possesse, 
for smalle shippmg ^ It wiU vent nothing of yours The People 
are vn willing in respect of the warr, as they suppose, like to ensue 
in their Seas , and the Pnnce hath Crossed it, thmcking wee 
desired to remooue thither wholy, and that, if wee stay in India, 
hee takes to bee an affront But now I may obteyne one ship 
to come and goe vpon hope of Rubies from Aracan and Pegu , 
but I knowe not what profitt you can make by any residence 
there, and I speak vpon searching the bottome of all the secrettes 
of India If you wiU haue Patience to try one yeare, you shall 
see one thmg effectually done is woorth twenty by fragmentes 
You wiU find it IS not many factones here that gettes you a penny 
I will forecast your ease, and by godes grace, settle not only your 
pnuiledges but your Profittes This two yeare the Pnnce hath 


^ Pnng. 

® Ivory (“ Elephants’ teeth”) 


* See p 122 
< Cp pp 217, 349, 447- 
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bcene tny cncmle, ond if I had yefldcd I ramt haoc b«nc hU 
tUuc. 'Hita laat I haae stood out to the last and aducntur^ the 
fclrcncs of his wrath It hath succeeded belter then I capccted, 
W ce arc soc rcconcHcd that hoc Is now my eflectuall mediator and 
win procure mce Content Indeed hce only can giuc it Hu 
fathCT growes dull and suflen him to wnte all Cotnmandcj and to 
Eouemc all hu kmpdonvd. [Afarx^naf noU (y Jiot — When I 
wrote this, I had woordci enough but such delayes in clTccti 
that I am weary of flatteries as of ill usadge.] 

\ou can ncuer expect to trade here rpon Capitolalinns that 
shatbc permanent \\ ec most seme the tytoe. Some now t haue 
gotten, but by wajr of /rmofnt and Ptomi*c from the kyngc. AH 
the Coucimcnl dependcs rpon the present will, where appetite 
only gouemi the lordes 01 the lun^oroe. But thefr justice 
u gcnctallic good to strangers th^ are not njmrooi, except 
in scearchtng for thlngcs to please and what trouble wee haue 
It for hope of them, arid by our owne disordtn. In both I haue 
propounded to you a New course, and will here Practise it 
The Prcsenles last ycarc were all seared by the Prince m the 
way I gott them realcased but to spght mce hee sent them to 
the King N\'hat I Chalcnged of yoois was returned a good 
Part went for PenU. The remayner the King had in a base 
Cuhion, as my Joumall will relate. 

The Fletmnge is planted at Suratt, [and] hath obterned a 
Srmam rpen as good tearrees almost a.s wte. 1 did my enaeaooor 
to Crosse him, they come In vpon the ome ground that wee 
began, and by which wee subsist, feare- And If 1 fynd not all 
performed with mce now promised, I shalbc as boold as to chasten 
them once agaync , els the Doth wilbc before hand and doe it 
first, and then hee wilbc the brauc man Assure you I will not 
loue this Coast but vpon good tearmes. 

NVTut 1 haue done In reformation of naiticubr wronges and 
recouerlng of debtes my joumall will enfonne how my lardge 
demandes were rcieaed and my sclfc Wed to obscrue the Custome 
to make sute rpon New occasion. 1 haue done my cndcaoor 
and though you will find many yet mpayed, many yet vnreformed, 
notwithstanding it will appcarc not my fault, for I neither spared 
labor nor mcanes , and In many ihlnro the error hath bcene our 
owne, by negligence or disorder ^e substance Is 1 haue 
gotten many bribes restored, many debtes, many extortions, and 
Commandes to lake noc more that by little and little I shall case 
all : now I am vpon best tearmes, and if the Court were settled 
would soone finish these my teadtoui labors. You shalbe sure of 
as much priuiledge as any stranger and right when the suWeet dares 
not plead hli. The Troubles at Suratt depending vpon couetous* 
ncs of Curiosities to tatiifie the Pnnee (for your grossc goodes 
passe with ease) I will reforme Iqr ydldlng him Content but it Is 
priuat men that make the broylc and then exdalme most. 
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The aduise I gaue to procure a Place of secuntie at the first 
face seemed good to mee, and I gaue it as I receiued it , but you 
must excuse mee of recanting twenty thinges which I could not 
knoi\e but from others Ther is none fit, nor to bee had ^ The 
Bee, sent to transport your goodes vp the riuer of Suratt, hath 
fully tned it ahd cannot performe it, for the many shiftes of 
sandes, without grounding, and then subiect to bee fiered ^ Wee 
must sticke to Swally Roade, and, if I can efiect my purpose to 
prouide your ladinges ready, you shall not feele the other incon- 
veniences The renting your Customes I haue endeauoured, * 
but as your seruantes in former yeares \\ ould neuer answere mee 
in the Poynt, soe these demand twise more then euer you payed , 
supposing then wee would double our trades 

A Peace with the Portugall here were the best seruice T 
could doe you I made, as by enformation you know, an ouerture* 
to the viceroy, which his Pnde neuer answered Since wee haue' 
giuen them a knock or two, and at this instant I am vpon hopes 
of treatye But, that you may vnderstand the true estate of this 
busines, you shall know the Passages First, the attemptes made' 
vpon your fleetes were not, as I collect, by expresse order from 
Spayne The ould viceroy who came in Person, 1614, against 
Captain Dowton discontented the wisest of his councell and all 
the inhabitantes of Goa in yt , his inprospentie made his action 
the more hatefull and hee is now prisoner in the Castle, to bee 
returned to answere, I know not whither that hee did no more, 
or for doeing so much, but for that busines only^ The New 
viceroy declares not himselfe, but prepares a fleete to supplant, 
as hee pretendes, the Dutch in Cormandell 

The Jesuite here, who much affectes an agreement,® wisely fore- 


1 Cp p 344 

2 Pring wrote to the Company to the same effect (O C , No 564) 
Presumably the pinnace had been sent in consequence of Roe’s 
suggestion on p 94 

® See p 222 

* Upon the arrival of the news of Azevedo’s unsuccessful attack 
upon Downton, the king appointed D Joao Coutmho, Conde de 
Redondo, to succeed him as Viceroy The latter arrived at Goa 
towards the end of 1617, and, acting upon orders from home, arrested 
Azevedo and sent him to Lisbon, w’here he died in prison (Bocarro’s 
Dccada XIII, c 186, Faria y Sousa’s Asia Portu^uesa, Stevens’ 
transln , vol 111, p 274) Faria y Sousa says that the chief charge 
against him was his failure to fight the Dutch 

'' Cp p 286 In a letter to Agra, dated October 8, 1616, Roe 
sAys that “ the Padre hath entreated and promised that if any Inmry 
bee offered, on the least woord of Complaynt to them wee shall 
recciue full satisfaction ” Not long before the date df the present 
letter, Corsi had taken the opportunity to render Roe a ser\ ice, for 
the following entry appears m Roe’s accounts under the date of 
November 18, 1617 “Geuen to the Padre, m recompence of a 
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iwn;; thty nujrnicTnc U mote by itubbemct Ihen rcaton, hath 
oflfn mootie^l lately to m« a 1 race t nd to that eod hath written 
to ht» lapenon In Goa but tteeiucd no direct nntwere. I haae 
demanded lo ihow met » Towcf that the TKtroy hath authontte 
to Cfwlude it, hot In the Toynt roold not l»ec uthfied Init 
that the ^^cTth»ftl, the ("mMcT the InhaWlant and thcdiKTCttcr 
tort, all dm^red. fmly the Clonotia •ould*eT withstood It Smcc; 
the amoall of hu Maiett‘»^*) lettfr which in one Clause mooued 
the by hU auihontic lo enforre the PortupHcv* ot to 

iccurt hk o*nc Coast that wee tmphl hauc lafc and quieti 
rccourv: mto ^ hath mlnntttfl option It actmet the Portuj^all 
vtoo«l rjvm a A/if.* that he wouW not offer n that which he« once 
would not imwrre hut Iry that motion (which 1 HTpilficd lo the 
Imultc lo show our devten weie iinectt to accord with Chn« 4 ians) 
I d»cw from him that hec luppoted thrift were the like, but that 
a third Pervon wanted* to moouc rt but that wat happehe by 
the lettre offereil, that th»* 'fo^l would bet mcadialot bciweenc 
both to which end, after the lettn driiuenc the Padret fol 
lowed It to Aaaph Chin at a man of Peace for the qulclt of 
the teat and to aeoyd effotion of blood On our 1 arta It was 
dctbrtd by hu Maimtie on thetra no way but by the Jetuue 
and iherfotc, b*‘fofc the Vinj; would moouc It to btt refuted, 
it was demanded if the jetuitt would tridettalte the kin;»cs dwlert 
should iTKin rcatonable tcarmet uhc effect, whtch hce could not 
I»romH< but br aduite fiom Cioi. ^ it retted only beiweene 
rt some speecn vpon what learmes and how (arr wet intended 
thlt treaty, Kcnenll in the Indyet wat improbable to effect for 
a Couple of ihlppct vpon all this Coatt it mi^hi bee granted 
At firti J stood rpoo no rtttraynl, to come at wee Uit^ but 
after promKed that when t aaw Power to treat I would agree vnlo 
conditiont reitorublc and honorable- Retome of these arc noi 
Come, in the direct poynt Iwii, ihc King licring ncare the sea, 
the Mceroy (which ncuet before wa« done) sent an Ambaatador 
toward the Court to congratulate in the Name of the King of Spaync. 
He yet stayes at Rallasarc,* the Confines of this Temione below 
SufatL The jcsuill mooued hit adtniiiancc, and the King re- 
plied If hec come with Presente* fitt for his Master lo send and 
mee to rtceiue, he U Wellcome If not, I shall not acknowledge him 
for the Person hce pretendea not giue him honor This answere 


small Present g cu en mee and of ■ greal Cunesle done mee In Court 
One fouldlng Cate with Combes Klchlv cmbrcdeTtil. cost 5//, and 
^ erabiodred ^rdte and hangers with I eark tent me by the 
Company •• What the “ great Curtetle was, doet not appear 

* Seep. 45 1 • \S at needed, 

* noltdr s town 40 miles south of Surat, on the tlveT Auraopa. 
De Laet speaks of h as “ad limltem Daman." This embassy does 
not appear to be mentioned by the PortD|uese WstonaDfc 

3 6 « 
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was strange ; but, getting noe better, it was returned , and as yet 
wee know not whither hee will proceed or not By him, as the 
Jesuite subtilly tells mee (for hee sayes hee cannot averr it for 
truth, hauing not receiued it authentically), is come some 
authonlie to enter into communication of Peace, if the King 
motion It, and that it is one of his endes I haue answered I 
can acknowledge no Ambassador from a viceroy to treat on equall 
tearmes, and that I must see Power from Spayne Att last, this is 
the truth • the viceroy is woone by the mhabitantes to consent to 
a treaty, but hath noe Power to conclude it , but, as his Masters 
deputie generally, he hath authontie to doe much at his discretion, 
and if wee can agree vpon fitt tearmes, to make a Conditional! 
truce for three years, with reference to the Confirmation of our 
Masters in Europe , and this is all wee can hope for If hee 
come, wee may proceed , if not, they shall not coosen mee , 
I am wher I was ^ I haue to Master Secretane and some of 
the Lordes againe mooued this Poynt , but the effecting and full 
aggreation must come from Spayne The Viceroyes wall for their 
glorie hardly enforme their true estate , but make the King bee- 
leue they can woork woonders, vntill they haue lost India If it 
were fully questioned at home whither they make this warr by 
expresse command or by a generall pretence of I know not what 
title to all the world, I thinck it would soone bnng it to issue, at 
least to a declaration , for I am perswaded the !^ng of Spayne 
hath not giuen expresse Commission for yt and will disauow yt 
I am sure, were I in Spayne, I could make it euident to any Cast 
Viceroy that perswades the warr, that hee abuseth his Master and 
that Pnde only and folly began and Continues it In conclusion 
of this I know how fitt a Peace or truce were for you If I 
can, vpon safe and Honorable tearmes, effect it, I shall thinck it 
of good Mentt toward you If it bee still war, the force of 
India* will not wrong vs (except from the Manillas), but putt you 
to many inconveniences , if greater strength prepared in Lisboa, 
you must discouer and prouide accordingly 

To enforce the Portugall to Consent I haue tned many wayes 
And find the best by Chastising their neighbowrs for their sakes , 
but the roundest is, if the King wilbe insencible of his Honor, to 
suffer his subiectes to pay for leaue to trade in his owne seaes 
(which he seemes not to care foiH*), then must wee in the Red 


^ Sec also p 483 * Portuguese India 

* The English had several times endeavoured to rouse the pnde of 
the Mogul by pointing to the indignity put upon him by the claim of 
the Portuguese to control the navigation of his seas, “ as y{ both 
yoursclfe and jour Countreys were assubicctcd to the Crownc of 
ipaygne” (Letter from James I, in First Letter Book^ p 349)? but 
their efforts were in vain “ He is not sencible of the dishonor, giuing 
reason , he conquered GuzuraU and kccpcs it m the condition he 



SIR THOMAS ROE. 


473 


I6i8] 

Sea force them alsoe to giae v* oi much , for the Portxmll hath 
noc other nght but as lordcs of the Sea, which jl is coldent now 
he is not, and therfore the tribute due to xx Then cyther wee 
•hall haae all the trade and the Portugall loose hit Contract (for 
the Merchant will clue ouer), or the Mogol wDbe enforced to 
tee it is necemrie for him to bnng vi to accord, that both may 
giuc ouer that quarrell and Icaue the seas free for all Thu I 
^ue often vrdged, but they haue Pawnes and presume wee wilt 
not bcginn For my part, it should bee roy nut woorke If I 
durst hatard your trade, which I suppose I cmild restore to per 
fecuon in 6 monthei- Hut, to minuter occasion I haue Pressed 
to your factors the employment of a ship to Mocha m Company 
though at first wee haue no case by the Guieiattes , my reasons 
are at lardgc In lettres. But their tesoludoru 1 cannot gett, and 
win doe nothing alone. The fcarc of vs already makes them 
requler my Passe which though 1 haue ^ocn to one ihip (to 
satlsfie her owner whom I could not refuse, bcclng in tearmes of 
Peace*) yti the demand shall giuc vs title to more if wee bee 
tyed to former inconvenience. The second way is by riding with 
our fieete at Goa the tyme wee spend at Soratt , which Captain 
Pnng was willing to doe, but by the disaster of the and 

absence of the Met hee was both weakened and tyme lost. 

I weH know what losse, hazard, and inconvenience you runn by 
the stay of your Oeetes. My last IclUes to you and many to your 
seruantes to preuent it will fully declare my prtimion m jx but, 
M you will fynd, I had no Power what I propounded was 
countertrumded I might not Meddle. But since you haue 
entrusted lomwhat to mee, I dare promise you to prouide 
ladmgcs ready by Octob», and soc you shall preuent the 
Portu^l, who cannot bee fitt for an attempt two Monthes after 
It was neucr bcleeued I could effect that done. Wittnea the 
retumc from Agra, treble almost to former yeares, prouided m a 
Month, Part Credrtt (which I haue kept, and tbeiby entered 
you into morek part by bartar of too Clothes that lay ^ the 
wall a years, os the Motion did. The same Course I win take 
in tyme to Come, not to defer mvtstmentes till our shippes 
amiuill and the Indicoes swept away At the arriuall of 


found Yt, and rpon the same articles and Contracts ^ _?*^*??* 

[Bahiaor Shdhl kytif of Gnzuritt, who made them withj^ Portogmlls 
before thU Monarchy was vnited (Notes by Roc in 0 ^ ^ j 
‘SeeLORccori 0 C., No. 6ix A»f Kh4n had ask^ fw a 
pass foe the junk Jakdnrir which ho was de^tebing to the Red Sea. 
Roe acconTragiv supplied him with a letter addrwed to the comimn 
den of any ^gltsh ships that might be met with, requesting 
not to molest the Mogm vessel, but to assist her as fiu’ as possible. 
A ct^y of Ihh pats forms O C- Na 597 
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the next flecie . . if >ou wilbe before hand, goodes only must 

bee landed and returnes forborne one yeare , so, b) the Courses I 
will sett, you shall for euer bee before, and if you encrease by 
Jew (.lies )Our stocke to make mon), may easel) relade for 3 or 
4000 fardlcs of Indico, and Cloth^ to any fitt proportion x\ma- 
di\az will f)nd )ou lessc, by reason of the Dutch and the trade 
open to the Red Sea , but, Credttt mee, at Agra you may euer) 
)care hauc )our whole Partido - Ther is of ould store sufficient 
)ct, and ther is made betwcenc that and Labor at least 30000 
fardles )carl), most wherof is earned away by land 

Biddolph ffillowes the Court by reason of many debtes 
Such a Course I haue taken that I hope to recouer all or most 
'1 he most desperat I haue secured, some Payd, and shall Cleare 
all the extortions of Suralt . part of the mony is collected and I 
hauc a firmnen for all . 

What hath becnc done m Persia you will fynd ... All I 
can say is it is not now to bee giuen ouer, though begunn \n- 
pt.rfecil). The King[sl honour, in whose Name it was sett 
afoote , you haue goodes and your People engaged , to the 
maynteiiancc of which I haue thought fitt to lett the ship dessigned 
for the Red Sea touch there to bnng off your silkes and Ma)n 
tc)nc your Crcditt, to supphe them and keepe life in the busmes 
Mitill by )our better meanes and full tryallwee ma) proceed more 
roundly What is Past I will not aggrauate, nor tread on the 
dead,^ whose vanetyc and follies, wast, and irrehgion I did too 
jusil) suspect To the busincs, )our freedomc and admittance is 
\erj faier, the next consideration is how you may securely >se 
this 'I’rade by want of a Port and compasse it without export of 
great quantetics of monies , for doubtlcs, if to bee done, it is 
the best trade of all India and will yeild you most certeyne 
Profitt- I‘or the safet)c of )our flcctes, I doubt the Sha will not 
fortcnc for )ou, except )ou can satisfic his cndcs, to pass all his 
Comoditic and to furnish him with siluer. Omius lies spon 
aduantage You must woorkc )our Peace at home with them,'* 
and then )ou cannot trade in these partes vpon ill Conditions 
'loward this I will exasjieratt the bln to my uttmost against them 
tint would hinder free trade To suqirise or take their seatc b) 
force IS not easel) done' I confessc that were an end of the 
((Uotion , but It Will cost a great Chardge, and such enterprises 
tre xnrtrtesiic, and after it would engage )0u into a warn. 'I'hcr 
fon 1 can sec nova) sure but a ComjioMtion in Spa) nc, which 
to ms Poort snderstandmg his Maiestics atithontie might effect 
I knnwe not b) what pretence the King of Spa)ne can prohibitt 


’ /'jr/,/.. Cltal \ * bargain,' mve-^trnent 
‘ T1 '• I’0'tUgU^*<* 


* ('orrneV 

* Cp p 40-6, 
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ytni indc in a free Pnncc^ Couninc to which he hath no pte- 
ICTKC, If thu wrre efffctctl you need not Inml vpon a Contract 
with the Sha, but hattnp l)ccftcc» trade for as much as you could 
and b) what mcarres you could iJut the meanes to fumuh thh 
trade will not trHc from Ftiftlarw) ncytherl^our Oothnortny 
other comoditic. It u folly to dcccnie you with hopes that 
will faylc Of these some may yearly be s'ctiled by Contract with 
the Shaw, and some Tynnc will sdl well qulchsiluer and 
mtnilton , but ttol to Comjmsc a tenth Part of that by you 
aymed at Ily sjnccs you mar well anin your seluea , they gioc 
a» food prolitl at m Enpbnd within 30 per Cent ai t am enformed- 
Craru ware n in pood rrqunl, and from India preal profitt to bee 
made by Supan, O 01 K Steele and other Comodiiles, by all 
which you may raysc a p^ Part of whaisocuer you contraa for 
Of, if you trade at libcriic. toward your prouliioni the rest mu« 
b« supplied In Nfome, To the furnishing whetof 1 roust referr 
)OU (0 your ownc meaner One conoderablc thing Is the dis- 
ust of the Grand Sipnior who doubtlcire will seeke to hyndcr 
the Pawadpe of the i ctsun Commctcc by sea, hce reaping as 
much by Covtome as the Sha by the Pinme Comoditie. Master 
Steele b. tcttlcd vpon water woerkes, niher for his owne ends 
then any profitt to you, 1 hauc proposed to him hb helpe In 
Pmia , but hee hopca bee is settled and letts alt other proiects 
fall. Assure you I witl doc ray cndcauor to settle you tn this 
trade, if ! may doe it rpon such grounds as I roar luue Creditl 
by and you profitt. If your faeiors agree to the mile tupplie 1 
now tnooue, «ith it I will send proulslw for omissions and, if 
your fleeic cetnc t>c*l yeare Prouided, will proceed roundly and 
efTcctually according to our adulse. If wee sec the danger and 
Chardge YruroydeaUc and iro raeanes to enter into yt but by 
raonyand that we cannot tent ourstndfeowtheme goods to profill 
and retunse you a fill Jhrti/* of silkes to bcarc your eapeoce 
and hatard, then wee will tymely recall your seruants and adulse 
ytm by land with expedition. If you proceede in these two trades 
fully you must fumbh both with spi^ for all wee can forecast 
will not tiyse your iiocke eicepte only jewcHs, if you can fill 
ibetn to profitt In these Poynls of the Peace and other that 
may help you I hauc becne lardge aUoe to Master Secrcatane 
Wynwood,* and Plaync according to roy Tnderstanding 
Of Master Steeles other prtriecu* you will find the generall opinion 
In your seruants lettres and other discourses for that of lead, 
which hee only followes, the Ung hath taken the woorkrocn at 
dayes wages, but I see no hope (nor end of hh) to rent your lend. 
You mu« beaie the haard forpuing soc easy Credilt I roust 
bee Flayne. He came hither expecting to command rs all, euer 


* This letiCT Is DO longer extant 


» See p. 439- 
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mentioning his desarts and Creditt with you , but I haue a little 
humbled him The great wages you gaue him made all your 
factors eager to return , who say they trauell here and a hght- 
braynd man that goes home and fills your ears with fables shall 
retume in better estate then they for paynfull seruice You must 
pardon mee for my directnes He neither can nor intended to 
performe any of his great braggs I can gett noe reason of him for 
any one [and ?] was enforced to lett him trie which hee would For 
that of freight into the Red Sea, wee haue all expenence nothing 
wilbe giuen, nor shipt m ours if wee would aske nothing 7 if wee 
once compell them they will know vs To that end I desire one 
of your shipps employed in Companie, they shall make better 
Conditions with them when they are abroad with them and in 
perill then wee can heare ashore wher they are safe , and this 
way I aduise to proceede 

To bnng goodes by the Riuer of Indus to Labor is an ould 
proiect but very hard to bee effected when we must wnng it from 
the Portugal, who makes some Profitt, but not the tenth men- 
tioned by Steele If wee trade into Persia wee may effect yt, and 
It may ease Chardge , but to hope of profitt by the Conduct^ alone 
IS absurd The trade is not soe great as to find your Men nse f 
and yet if it must bee done by strength they will feare to aduen- 
ture with you Ther is nothing but a Peace can settle all these 
Ther is noe settled trade betweane Labor and Syndu woorth the 
Mentioning , only a few Bantam that shipp in fngotes for Ormus , 
whom It IS hard to perswade to change their Customes, the woorst 
wherof they know It is true ther Passe yearly 20000 Camells 
by Labor from Agra and other Parts with spices, Indicoes, sugars 
and goods for Persia , but the most of these bnng goods on Camells 
and sell and invest for returne, and will not bee drawen to the 
sea, except it were open and secure I am perswaded, if you had 
the trade of Persia free and the Portugall frends, many would 
take that way but this is a woorke of tyme , what may bee 
done in yt shall not bee omitted 

Master Steele wll, I hope, fall into consideration I daylie 
presse him , but he ^\ould bee deliuered of mee I vrdgd him 
to agree for a woorke by great, that you might haue some returne 
of your Chardge , but he is yet only in woords Hee will not 
once name the renting of his woorke, it beeing soe absurd 


^ “ For the waftingc of the Guzeratt shipps to Moha or other 
places,” V rote Fcttiplace and Hughes sarcastically to the Company 
{0 C, No S^Oi “we thincke they put soe much Confidence in our 
nation as that they had rather goe alone ” 

* Convoying * Rice 

< This expectation was realised When the English were settled 
at Gombroon, their vessels were freely used by native traders between 
that port and Surat. 
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Noc Cast here will drlnck of the water, but fctchd br his owne 
Cast, or, if they would, the Profitt ahould not bee allowed you.^ 
The King U denerotts of all New arts, will cntcrt^c the Art: 
5 ccrs, and soone learne their sckiU and out them off Howeuer 
I will prouidc hec shall rwt spend you more then hee shall earnc. 
His wife I haue bound to Mutress Towerton at her sate. 1 was 
rcsolued to send her home , but thee hath one Child sucking and 
(as they say) forward of a Nother it were vnfitt to send her 
riomc alone among Men If her husband had returned, it had 
bccnc more conv-cnient yet hee would haue tould you hee would 
haue performed all Now hee Is kept to inall and I beleeue by 
the Next you may expect him, rich m Children and not mpro- 
uidcd of other meancs, for hee brought in goods and JcwelU 
tboue 400A. and tooke of Mochreb^l^ 5000 rv/Ver impresse 
vpon them, in hope of more, without roy knowledge. Thus bee 
presumes he may trade freely that hts Credut is greater with you 
then such trifles. Or if hee had not stock, hee layed hu owne 
Ploll well for hec brought a Payntcr,* stole him aboord at the 
downcs, [who] U iKnmd to him for 7 year* (a rcry good woorke 
nun both in Irmming and oyle) to deuide p^tla , him hec pre- 
ferred to the long In hu owne tndt. Pretended to mec for an 
engineer in water woorkes. Hu smub nukes docks , of all hee 
shiM the moj-etie. 1 rcqidred to bynd them lo you by Coue- 
tunt, which hee could not refuse , but bU Paynier would not, 
and when I offer to send him home, 1 dare not for the kings 
dujdeaiure, to whom Steele by his loong to mr face may wrong 
mee, and h^h already practised iL* But I shall defend myidfe 
and you If God hlcssc mee. 

Captain Towerson and his wife find could reception here. Her 
Crends are Poore and mean and weary of them Hec came with 


‘ StecTi prujecls arc further criticised m a separate paper of about 
this date In the I O Records (f? C, Na 611). Roe, in cipUfaiing 
to the Court afier hU return the absiudlw of the water works scheme, 
pointed out that “ first, the Rhier CemlDi pnmna] was rnfit to set a 
MyD vppon, raging with Tyoleoce of Waters 3 months togeth er m rer 
flowing nts boundet a myle Crmn his bankes, so that it appered im- 
potsiole to settle such a worVe cither at the highest or lowest tyme 
therof, when he fitlls within his bankes agalne. Secondly the B*tti * ns 
in Agra (who are the greatest part of the inhabitants) will not touch 
nor meddle with any water that is brought or handled by any other 
then themselTes. Thirdly the King and NidiUiue haue as exce l tent 
aod aitifiaall waterworks of their owne as can be desired. A nd 
laidye. Lead may be had at Agca better cheapo then can be brought 
TppoD Canvells finnn {C^tri UinnUt, N^ovember 10, 1619X 

■ Named Hatfield (see p. 459). 

• Steel was able to speak Persian, and had been used by Roe as an 
Interpreter, an oppor tu nity of which he did not fail to take advantage 
(seep.4a4). 
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\c»cn\] ‘ Iwt noc man can adul\c ccrtc^ljr except vpon tewell*. 
rhcM Tcop^ will Coucti any iWng when thej see it, dbgracc 
It, and not come to halfc the Pnee. Yci you thall findc tould 
of these many at two for one some at 50 per Cent, lomc at 3 and 
4 and halfe ihalbc putt tn profitt Many thingi aUoe, as gloues, 
win pue nothing nor bee ac ce p t ed as gulft,* but as Paiicms to 
r»ckc out wootke 

The tokens you sent mec I tccciuc most gralfulU , but aTl bee 
ing not for mt vse, I take only two feathers and one halt and band, 
a swoonJ and hangers, and lace for bands. The rest yet lye by 
met, that may serue your lume , if not, I will wcarc them for 
your ukc, or sell them and pat to your account Your kmc to 
mee Is sufficient present 1 dare nor perswade you to send any 
qaanlctle of such ware as these the kinds in Its ownc Place I 
hauc mentioned. Ammcll* Is fallen in Pnce, yet it will poc 
good pfofiit, but (t must hec ^ood. Tber Is noc salle iiD the 
Court bee settled. About this quantetic ytatly will passe at 
most for the Ponugall now oucilayei it 

I was fully resolued to leiume liy this Rcetc, as you may per 
cctue by many Passadi^cs huMroor earnest dcner prevayles tboue 
myrsc owne occasions. Sir Thomas Sm>'ih had power to send 
met out and hath lost noe part of his interest in mec. I doubt 
not hfi Maicsties Icitre too mee^ sras proenred by you, wheon I 
find hii gratious occcplatlon abouc my Menit which Wi^eth mec 
tocndcauout abouc my abiUtie. 1 must aAnowltdgt the fauour 
YOU did mcc In rcbiions to his Maicstic. That la the reward I 
liboT for and expect and yoa shall findc I will not fayle you In 
my uttmost crxlcauours. \\'hen myexpenence was Raw I wrote 
you many things by report and I am not ashamed to recant , but 
the end ^11 judge of mce and my endcs. The Next ycarc I shall 
ukc your otfer to retome m one of your shipps and to Command 
her If wee agree not here, 1 shalbc busje with her , but will not 
doe it but for that end whkh no fayre way can procure. Ther 
was neuer faycrer woords and Icssc fayth among the Cretans then 
In these People. 

UTut iheralue of Pearle and other Ptdrtrit^ li I haoe specified 
in a TinET here Inclosed Those you sent, except the great, of 
whkh 1 haue ghien reason, arc yet msould and will neuer giuc the 
mony you rate them att you must mlher buy Cheaper or 
Inrc^ee Tour goods right, that your seruanU may know what to 
doc. I know these arc ouer valcwed. But to the Poynt. At 


‘ See p. 485. s Cp. p. 395. * Enamel. 

^ See p 43a • Jewels (Span ), 

• See p. aay. They were finally told In July 1618, to Asaf Khin for 
Rs 8,091, **lBuring b^e offered to many and none WouW giTC toe 
rouebe for them togeatber As they bad cost jCiSH lyx., ibcre was 
a OTiikleiablc lost on the transaction. 
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the Rates by mee giuen, if they hould weight and hew tie, I giue 
you assurance you may sell for 50000/r yearly ready Mony, and 
for as much more in any sort of stones by mee specifyed / and 
this way only rayse a stock, and your free recourse bee desiered 
by the King and Pnnce and great men , and if they are pleased, 
the Cne of a Million of subiects would not bee heard 

. I haue this yeare beene in the woods By my returne 
I will bnng you an exact survey of all the trafiques of India, and 
bee by you to answare any misinformation Ther is no Com- 
playnt by the Mogolls subiects that wee buy not their Comoditie, 
but Contrane, that wee buy so much that their owne Merchants 
want for the Red Sea I knowe it true Wee haue raysd the 
Price of all ^^ee deale in, and now wee feare the Dutch will make 
It woorse 

I haue only two Poynts to touch That these Seas 
beginn to bee full of Rouers, for whose faults wee may bee 
engaged Sir Robert Rich and one Phillope Bamardoe sett out 
t\s o shipps to take Piratts, which is growne a Common Pretence 
of beeing Piratts They missed their entrance into the Red sea 
(which was their dessigne), and came for India, gaue Chase to the 
Queene Mothers Juncke, and, but that God sent in our Fleete, 
had taken and nfled her ^ If they had prospered in their ends, 
either at Mocha or here, your goods and our Persons had answered 
It I ordered the seisure of the shipps, Prises, and goods, and 
converted them to your vse , and must now tell you if you bee 
not round in some Course with these men you will haue the seas 
full and your trade in India is vtterly lost and our hues exposed to 
Pledge in the hands of Moores I am loath to he in Irons for 
any mans faults but myne owne I loue Sir Robert Rich well,^ 
and you may bee pleased to doe him any Curtesie in restitution, 
because hee was abused , but I must say, if you giue way, you 
glue encouradgement I had rather make him any Present in 
loue then restore any thing in right For Bamardo, I doubt not 
you \\ilbe sencible of his Plott, and call him into question Hee 
getts the Duke of Sauoyes Commission, but the faces are all 
English Jhons, the Captain of the Lyo 7 i^ was a Proiector. The 


' The Portuguese relied largely on jewels for their trade with 
Hindustan “ We neucr heard of any commodity the Portmgalls doc 
bringc to Goa then Jewells, ready mony and some few other provisions 
of wmc and the like, except the marfccl [ivorj'], gold and amocr which 
they bring from Mozambique Those factors w Inch come from Goa 
to the Court, Agra, and Bramporc, bnnge nothmge but Jewells, which 
they retornc imploycd in Indico, both of Biana and Cirkcis [Sarkhej], 
Scmanacs [sec p 322], Carpetts and the like" ( The Agra factors to the 
Companj, December 20, 1617 0 > C, No 581) 

- Sec p 420 

* Rich aficn^ards mamed Roc’s cousin, Susanna, widow of Alder- 
man William Halhday 
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mvoRktl Str Rol<n Rtch and after Muilned, tore his 
CommiMton, dturmcil h»% Opuln and are Itrceflj’ mlUynes 
wooTthey to feede In the MarshaUjr one ycarc Such an example 
would Urtef erthm cU yxn fjmc them both title and hart. tSic 
C apUtnc of the /nr^i ^ta«CT Scirsc, sett out by Sir Robert 
Rkh, 1 will Commetvl to your fauuur as an honest discreet 
ccnllcman, who ncavcf cortsented to your Iniunc, but was forced 
by hii disordered C yng * the rt^t I le auc you to dcalc with as in 
yourJodjijement you shall find re<]utstte llulifyou suffer Rouen 
m these sets thcf must l>ec noc traders. It it hard to proouc to 
these I’coplc the diffcrmoc of Merchants and Ihraits, if all of a 
Nation or if you could proouc It, I am mwilling to lye for a 
Piwnc vnlill Ccflificatt came out of I-.uropc. 

Thetecond It the fhitch. They wrong you in all Parts and 
grow to imuffrabte Insolcncin. If wee fall foulc here, the 
Common rnemic will Uu h and teape the frulcl of our Conicn 
lion. There must a Course (we taken at home which by his 
kfaicstiet displcaiufc Hf^nified, were not difUcuIt, if he knew how 
they traduce hu Name and Rcyall aulhontic, robb in Engfith 
Coulon to tcandall hU tulncctt,* and vse r% woorsc then any 
braoe enemic would or any ot(w but vnthanckXnll dronckards 
that Wee hauc rclccued from Cheese and Cabbage, or rather from 
a ChaTTse with bread and water N ou muil spc^clyc lookc to 
this Maggat ell wee Ulkc of the Portogall, but lh«« ^*1 a 
»oomie in your tides. I heedc not Countcll yM which war 
<m\j adobe you neuer to joync stock to profitl and losse, for 
their ganisont, Chardget, Unset by Negligence will engage s-ou to 
bcarc Part of their follycs for no Wofiiu Rut your aewd mutt 
bee by a stint at those parts common to you both, andabrcctncnt 
to what Port* you may resort without offence one to the other 
If they kcepc you out of the Moluccoes by force, I would Itcai 
them from Surat to retjuitc It. In both these I haue beeno 
brdge to Master Sec r etary and some of the Lords, that they 
may haue feeling of the Tnluncs and bee assistanl to you. 

This second february amued with mec the footmen sent from 


* James Mootham was master of the Frttnds John, possibly a 
toattcr’s mate The latter was taken by Pring into his fleet m that 
capacity and died some thirteen momhs bier i James, protobly u 
the more guilty of the two, was sent home a pnsooer m me Bmi 
together with Newse and Jones. Bangham recommended him to the 
Comnanyfbr employment, but apparently without success, and the last 
peara of hhn Is inai In i6ao the Company procured a warrant arainst 
bcahWra and Jones for hiring aw^ dirtn men from the L»ndan to 
sew the King of Denmark in the &ut Indies. 

* Gang 

* Cp p. 4ta This was generatir bdiered by the English fiicton 
In the East j cp. Oi// Wart roL l. p. s6o,roL U, p. 41 «*d iMitn 
BMtthMd kt Um h India Cc^ vot. it, p 199. 
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Spahan by Edward Connaught with lettres of 8 Monthes date, 
directed to Master Kemdge and to noe other ^ I opened them 
In generall I fynd no more then the Coppies that came by the 
Bee , some Particulars® by which I discouer more of their tnum- 
virat faction® and Pnuatt plotts then matter of busines In one 
I find a New character,^ which giueth mee some suspition , but 
I will vnderstand it before I accuse In others I and you will 
find that ther was a resolution taken to conceale all the 
proceedures in Persia from mee , and the better to enter 
Creditt with you, the lettres I sent the King of Persia in 
february 1615® and January 1616,® with diuers aduises to 
you, both reasons and obiections, the full declaration of our 
entents m pursuing this trade, all directed for deliuene or Con- 
veyance to William Robbynns, Connaught gott into his Power, 
opened, and suppressed them , and, not supposing I sent Coppies 
other wayes, out of myne makes his use and wntes you these 
lettres of his propositions to the King You may compare them 
Poynt to Poynt, the Phrase not altered Reading them I knew 
myne owne, and, though not woorth the Challendging, yet you 
may see how these New Ambassadors and Agents Packd'^ against 
mee All coppies fitt for you, which I doubted others would Con- 
ceale, I send you , all which might informe, or did conceme, the 
factones I dispeeded the same Night, that no pretence of delay 
might hynder my present desiers for a little supply thither , wher 
if a trade may bee settled with secuntie and Compassed with 
your fitt meanes, I shalbe gladder then all they who would haue 
kept mee in ignorance I can spare them the Creditt of yt that 
want yt , and ray Manner of Prosecution shall giue both account 
of my affection to yt and your good and of my judgement in the 
Possibilitie and Profitt 

Since the finishing of the former intent of supply for Persia I 
receiued full answere from the shipps that it was impossible to 
bee performed vntill the next Change of Monzone, and hereby 
wee are enforced to leaue it in imperfection By your next fleete 
I doubt not wee shall vnderstand the resolution of our hopes 
and bee furnished to releeue the wants, and either to settle it 
or recall it In the mtenm I will send to your factors such 
direction as is requisite, and to the Sha excuse of our fayling 
that yet wee know not nor were agreed vpon the quanteties of 
goods nor Prises on both Parts I receiued to day Newes from 
Ormus of a reuolt of all the Mahometans subiect to the Portu- 
galls for the stealing an Alcarotfi out of their Moschee , which 
the Sha takes alsoe for a breach of Peace, it beeing one of the 


^ Probably the letters of 15 and 16 May, 1617, which form 0 C, 
Nos 480-481 * Pnvate letters 

® Barker reviling Connock, and Pley blaming Barker * Cipher 
® Seep 132 ® Seep 373 ^ Conspired ® /e, a Koran 
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Arttda that the Moorca ihcrold nol bee offended nor Iniurcd 
in Pojnl of iheir rctipioru \ f U 1»ce nol wddenly appcaacd, it 
majr occiixct the Sha to taVe ihc fort into hU hai^s , whtch by 
a irttic help tntghl bee efTcclcd, and for him ca«y by oor aisut 
»nce , »ilhoul jojnm;;, xcry dinrcufl for ctiher of «, 

The New Trcicnd-d *5panUh Ambatudor* i» icfused audience, 
bcemg come »i far ai Camhaya, within a dayc* of Court Pnn- 
opally becaute hn l*icientj were not of proi ralcw Bui ihc 
Kirp. ihamb;; lo inurt tyion »oc luie a rcaaon, wed for a full 
denun a later Pretener that hre wat no nghl Frabamdor, 
haring of mce dematHled by A«ph-chan »f I would arow him 
for one, lo which 1 rrplycd if I »uw hU Marten Ictlrci I was 
bound , if not 1 should not acknowledge him but as a rDessinger 
ThcKlng demanded of ihe Icsuttc ifhc had lettres, who replying 
Iroih none from Spaync and, to aroyd the affront, professed 
al«>e that hec came but from Damon, a Citty of the rortugalls, 
bui soc suddenly at ihc Sew \ifcjoy could nnther prepare a fill 
rrmeni nor Iclirct ihal hu Comming was 10 congralalatcln Ihe 
\ucroy arvd Cyi ics Same his approach into these Parts ai 
which be- had hit full d«immt»>n, liui with good icarmes that 
if hec came lo see him hec slK/utd l>ee wellcomc but if the 
N'ittTOT would send him or any other with I resents and aothoniie 
in the Name of the King of 1 oriogall, hec would rcceioc him with 
Hotsor The lesuiic is tomwhat trouhled, andthe hmbasaador 
who amc on m great Ilraucne lakes hlmselfe scorned- They 
pretend to mee that another shall rttume with ampler lettres 
and fail Power to treat with mee which Asa;>h-chan from the 
Kinggauem CHardge Vor my lari, 1 am not sorry for any 
^last begunn, and ihinck not llui the Portugall will rtoope so 
iarr as to send a Sothcr nor Presents rpon such a demand and 
affront neythcr that if any come ihai hee shall bnng outhontlc 
to make you a secure 1 eacc- The issue I allcnd. 

Master Steele hath Sow fully ddiucred hlmsctfcand hiswoorke 
men imo the Kmgt Power and iHctn into his Pay hath had 
»P«cch of the like for himselfe; and it Is all tnir ojilnion bee will 
rpon that sett vp his test In woords he prulcslcd Not but bet 
hath gotten his wife vp with MistmTowoion, os her sentant, and 
'^ed to mee ibee should hue in her bouse, to which end 1 tookc 
a Coucrtont from them But the lint day hec brake ft, carried 
CCT to a bouse of his owne, where hec lines with Coach, Pafinte 
7 horses, and ten seruants and, bccing stayed in my house as 
b) search Into his entents, he confessed hee said any 
formerly and consented to the Couenanls to dccciue mee 
^ Ip gcu his wife into his owne Power The excuse of nil is 
M(^on- \MarpMal n»ie hy Roe — Now he foUowes the Court 
u great cxpcocc as I and os many seruants.] Send them 


1 I 2 
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home by force I cannot, Or is now too late, vnbll the King bee 
satisfied in his expectation of great Promises from Richard Steele 
Neyther will hee proceed vpon the woorke of Agra (which was 
my Condition), but follow the Leskar to make Picturs, clocks, 
coaches and such deuices, by which hee hopes to creepe into 
great preferments I assure you I wnte of his Courses very 
modestly Wee are not yet wise enough to see any hopes nor 
any entents of his to effect a woork out of which you may make 
any aduantage He hath professed the woorkemen are his 
seruants that he spent 500 It to bnng them for the King They 
haue not language to denye it, nor will to follow him , but now 
they are engaged, hauing receiued horses and Mony , and when 
I mooue their true employment, it is replyed they are in the 
Kings Pay, and must obey his Pleasiirs, they and their guide 
Marginal note by Roe — ^When he was my toong to the King^ 
he would dehuer his owne tales and not a woord what I com- 
manded ] The Next difference is that hee will alsoe carry vp his 
woman, which I refuse, requinng her stay with her Mistns, 
accordmg to yours and my intent. If hee consent, I shall giue 
him some employment and allowance from you , if not, that hee 
will runne in all coiitrane, then hee giues mee such assurance of 
that all men suspect, that I shall neither trust him with your 
goods nor pay him any wages vntill I haue meanes to send him 
home , which will soone bee, if hee continew his expence and 
attend the bounties of this King You see I desier noe weomens 
company, but labour to leaue such mcumberances behynd 
Beleeue mee the scandall already is not easely wyped off Your 
securitie shalbe at the woorst you shall loose no more by him , 
I will looke to your estate 

. . The Kmg is anew gone into the woods, toward 

Mando as reported, but wee are not certeyne ^ I am entenng 
into the miserie and Chardge of following What conclusion I 
shall haue I cannot presage. Hee is good to mee , his sonne 
latly better, who is absolute King Hee hath granted mee a few 
Pnuiledges, and reconfirmed our trade and liberties at Suratt, 
but will heare of noe more Ports , his firviaen also for recouene of 
Customes taken on the way and for your goods and seruants at 
Brampoore that were seized by the )ustice. He hath ordered all 
your debts in Cerkar^ and promised execution of the Kings 
sentence against other our debtors, which if wee could settle, in a 
Month I should doubtlesse finish I was not consenting to the 


1 See p 477 

* He really went by Mehmaddbcld and Balasinor to Jhalod and 
Dohad, returning the same way 

* Sarkdr, a word used m several diverse senses Roe seems to 
mean that the Pnnce had given orders to the offiaals to enforce 
payment of all debts due to the English at Court as though they were 
due to the King. 
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U«llng jrrt win not lane them alone that did mee. T am loe 
wtaiT of the wajra of this Conrt, which are Booemed \rj no rale, 
that I mtut open to you my fuH resolution If thh Norou I am 
finish my deners of vnlucmll Pnuiledgca that »hal^ of Power in 
an Pam of bit [>ominion, and rccoucr our debts, I ihaU desier 
to retyre and rest mee mtili the arriuall of your fleetc for the 
Next raynei, if I lyc in the feildt or In an open home, will finish 
my irauells. If not, I will take my Idue, and bee ready at Suratt 
to meete with the ihlp 1 expect from the Red Sea, who ihaD both 
Pa^ mee all that Is due and make those condidom bee oftered 
which now I seeke with despayre. Assure you, I knowe these 
People are best treated with the swoord in one hand and 
Ctdocean* In the other 

If I hauc erred In my judgment you will casdy fmd one man 
cannot see all My affection to doe you right aiwi honest scruice 
shall excuse many escapes- But In GenemU I desier you to pre 
scruc in your opinion this thoi^ht of mee that whalsocuer I 
conccioc good for you I will Practice neither feare nor Paynes 
shall dlucrt mee and that when 1 shall be present to glue tou 
reason of anr thing I hauc written, Noe man shalbe loe impudent 
as to contradict It and for my life, It will not bee ashamed of sny 
seaidi and coqulne. The issue of ail youri and our endeauoura 
Z comreiu (0 Gods blessing who (s able to Make rich and Poore, 
and to conrert the suceexse* of all to hii Glorie. 

Your honest frend to doc you serulce, 

Tno- Roe. 


Adyixe roa goodzs tor Surratt* 

(I O Records O C, Na 637 ) 

Broade cloaihes : everie two ycres soo, or cucry yere 100, Red, 
greene, vallowc, poppingey •* no siammctis,^ or not aboue lo- 
Cocrall as much as you cann pronde the rates and sortes 
Surratt must informe. 

Lead none thds 3 ycres. 

QutcksIlTcr for loooh yerely 
VcrratlHon a small quantllie. 


' The wand or rod carried by Herroes u the messenger oftheGods- 

• Endomd ** Adalse from Sir Tbomai Roe of Goodes and Pre- 

for Surratt, 1617 ^ In the CaL t/StMit Papers (£. InAies\ this 
“ (with a query) to March 1618 but there seems to be 

Wwent ground for assuming that it Is the eoclosare referred to 
In the preceding letter (p. 478), 

Popm)*y* were «T-cok)ured woollen itufi, made chiefly m 
Gtouccster and so called after the common green and red parrot 

* A woolkn stuff rcseinblbig Ilnsey woolscy 
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Wine, hott waters, swordes, knives (except great and nch), 
Glasses (looking nor glasing) none, nor anie such like trash 
Pearles anni great well bought , Chaines of pearles, between 
3 Carr[^ats] and lo, the greatest the best 

Rubies give the best proffitt, from 3 Carr[ats] vpwardes of all 
sizes, so high in coullour and faire. 

Ballasses ' faire and greate, of 60 Carr[ats] vpwardes 
Cattes eyes if you knewe the right stone. 

Emrauldes of the old and new rocke, the greatest 
Aggats some fewe well cutt, the faces white 
Armletts anie made to lock onn with one loint, sett with 
stones, diamondes and Rubies, good worke, will give you proffit 
Of this kinde of goodes, if you would finde anie rich stone to 
the value of 20,000/t to equall the Portugall, would give you 
great proffit and Credit It is howrely objected and required By 
this meanes only you can compas a stocke and make your trade 
desired , vpon such a rare peece you maie get anie Conditions, 
for their Coveteousnes of them is vnsatiable If you can send 
yerely in great stones of theis kindes or pearles 100 v 000//., ^ I 
dare be bownde it would vent to proffitt §nd make you highly 
requested Without this the Kinge wilbe wearie, and it will 
save you presents All other things will fade you and with theis 
you may putt of anie thing The Towre, I ame perswaded, could 
furnish you with many great olde stones that are vseles 
Arras fresh and good Coullours, for one or two yeres you 
maie vent to some proffitt for io,ooo 4 

Cloath of gould and silver branched, Grograines or Sattins, 
that make a fine shewe, mingled with fresh coullours, will raise 
monie, but to no great proffit Gould Lace is much inquired 
after by the King I thinck it will yeld 30 per cento proffitt 
Chambleets^ of Turkey, red, greene, yallowe, purple they come 
in quantityes from the red sea 

Shirtes of Male a hundred, so they be lyght, arrowe proofs, 
and neately made 

Imbrodered Coates of the Indian fashion, for our wastcoates 
they canot vse here I haue patternes of the Kmg of diuers 
sortes sent you ^ 

Cases for round Bucklers 

Quivers for bowes and arrowes, Indian fashion 

And generally I give you this rule whatsoeuer you send in 


^ See p 167 

* The V IS merely a symbol for “ thousands ” 

® Camlets, a light stuff said (though this is disputed) to have been 
originally woven from silk and camel’s hair 

* See pp 391 and 395 
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iWj kind€ must be made by Indian paltcmes, for then they are 
of T»e and cuery bodies monic. 

Glorcs, hanger*, Scarfe* by ihds only they picke out the 
workca. 

In tteadc of Sweete bagg*, rownde Cushion* gathered like doke 
bag*, to Icane on * 

Any of ihcis in needicworkc or fmbroldcne wfll sell cent per 
cent or not much Ic * , oil Imbrodcne being fallen In taluc, for 
they haoe learned by oun to do a* wdL IJoxc* Im b rod ei ed wUI 
tdl to profhtt and great glasses. 

Some light coulloied Norwich stulTcs wrought m flower* for 
Inall, the lighter the belter I amc periwadcd manic would yent 
ir chosen fltlie. 


Canctmtng Prtitntcu 

Not to followe the Course of presenting ytrely In the King* 
name. Once In three jcrc a letter and a good present If you 
bring stones you shalbc welcome to all 

Furmshlng yerchc 2 or 3,ooo/< In other fine ware or death of 
goold, tilrer, Sx., You must yddeto hane it scene at Customc- 
howae, and sent all to the king or prince, with whome must go 
a mcr^nt and when openrt before the King (which is the 
slas'ene here) he male gire one or two loyes (*u» os be seeth 
pleaseth) and, after all ^e rest to sell I assure you they wflbe 
all bougnt and good poiment and the King better content then 
m this Course for our trouble b all aboule the presents, which, 
if all came to »dl were finish^ et once. I am mforced bv ex 
pericnce to change the Course. I hauc tried all wale* and ha 
arded thb yerc a quarrcll to avoyd on affront. I will sett downo 
a course to prcrenl thar greedme* and to loume It all to proflBtt, 
Seeing they haue no honour 

This Counsell Asaph Chan first gauc,* tdlmg me we were 
foole* and had brought tp a Custome to our owne hurt the King 
expected nothing of mcrchanle* but to buy, and at entrance (as 
fashion) a toy and when anlc petition, the like that when we 

g ve in the name of the King it »bould be sddomer and then 
Biting hb bonoar He demanded who practised this Couric 
but yourselves, neither Duitch, Persians, nor Arracman mer 
chantes , neither did the King expect it I knowe this both 
Wise and thnftie Counscll, but your Agent resident wilbe against 
It For ther b no man but will ayme at bis owne proffit, tuy self 
«ccpted, as by my retoume it will appeare , I neuer gone a 
Mufe for myne owne codes, nor wd the least basene* of begging 
my riches are acoordiogly 


3 I * ‘See 


F 39* 


> Cp.p.444- 
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Flit prestntes from the King} 

Some good stone for once, or some rich peece 
of Arras, silke and gould, but one or two at most 
A nch peece of Tissue or Cloathe of gould 
A fine Crowhe, sett with small stones 
A faire bed feild, with lace or some worke 
A nch feild Caparason and Sadie, the patteme 
from hence. 

A Coate of Sattin imbrodered, the pateme from 
hence. 

With theis 

Some Cushions, Cabbennetts, glasses, Stan- 
dishes^ and toyes of vse for others 

Pic-tuers of all sortes, if good, in constant re- 
quest , Some large stone , Diana this yere gave 
great content 


Goodes from the Southwardes 

Spices of all kindes give great pFrloffit China Dishes and all 
sortes of fine ware, as Chestes, Cabbenetts, bedsteades &c to as 
good proffit as in England 

Taffaties imbrodered with gould, silke in flowers, veane well 
requested and rated. 

From theis partes for presentes in toyes you roaie be better 
furnished then from Europe. 

Cochenel will neuer sell a certenty Few knowe it For a 
pownd or two some may give a good price , but it is no 
comoditie of vse Those of Sinda only buy it The Persians 
bnng a little and retaile it at 35 ruppies the great seere 

Ammell® hath sould the red, if vene fine, ordinanly for twice 
the waight in gould The Portugales haue theis two yeres from 
Goa brought some, of which francisco Swart* 18 /; , the red sould 
at 45 j the ounce, blewe, white and greene att i8r The King 
being in the feild, all the workmen, both of the Court and the 
great men, are retoumed to Agra, where I must sende it It may 
yeld you, the red (against the Norouse) nere the waight of gould, 
the rest ^ the waight in gould 


once in 
three yere, 
four or five 
of theis, 
with one of 
good value. 


^ /.^ , to be presented in the name of the King of England 

* Inkstands ® Cp p 479 

* A Portuguese merchant who was apparently resident at Court 
In a letter to Surat {O C, No 556) Roe calls him “the prodigal 
Portugal,” and says that he is about to marry an aunt of Mrs 
Towerson 
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To CArTAIH Mahtih Prikc. 

(I O Rrcordi O C, Na6i3) 

Fcbmify 14 (1617 tS]. 

By of pnroliion 1 hiuc »cnl iniiructlons for the 
voyadpc Into the Red Sea, to whkh ^ta5tct Kcmdcc man odd 
hti for Xlarehandixinp iffaprfei and ddiocr you bcginn 

oar inde. The mifnc obicctlon it that there ft noc great foon- 
ditlon to bcare Ourdge , to which I antwere wee luoc manr 
dead Comodiilct *ce muvt teeVe to put off and may cither tell 
them ^ frcndihip or teach a trade force. With whomtoeuer 
the «hip medet of the atlm of the I'onugallif which are the 
Decannmei or Samoirinr* they are to tt as enemfci. If fhee 
thoold meetc with no booty yet 1 suppose they than not bee 
denyed trafietjuc at Mocha, whet certernV joncha, both 

of Dioe arxl !>3bo!l and ctf other Southern Ports, with which (if 
the Mochen will not tcc^ of out goods) they should (trade?] 
for tndtcocs and other Comoditict fitting England or Suralt 
The ftiurTvc of a imallc ttock from theitee win py the eapcnce 
of the thjp, towards which Master Kcmdge sayth hce can proewe 
freight for 15 or td,ooo which I would accept off as 

a twinning ^llee doubts (t will hyndet the stay at Dabull, 
but f tec noc reason If wee sett to much the sooner out then 
mally the lancki doc for the tame voyadge off this Coast 
Gcetng into the Ray of lasqucs Is more doubtfull , of that 1 
cannot ludgc, but referr It to yoor considcraiiOD if one ship may 
doe an, or any two, of which I thintk lasquca and the Rrf Sea 
of most cortseijacncc. K second obiection Is that the Grand 
SignioT Will enibarguc our Fnghsh in his Domlnlont for our 
Molesting hit trades to which I uy wee goe to offer Peace, to 
secure his teaet, and not to distuibc any btit our coermea that 
deny t» trade and by our rsadge many may bee encouraged to 
augment fadYcnturcfj that way who are now afrayd of Rouen 
and oucTlayd with trnmte or the exactions of the Portugalls. 
In the Red Sea iisclfc thall wee best make the Gutentts vndcr 
stand their danger and the benefilt of our offer , ther they will 
bee spoken with ot leysurc, wher now wee tecke to them at their 
hocsca. Nature is easier to deale with when it is a little ofrayde.* 


* The Zamonn of CiUcut, 

• The Hanum factors wrote to the same effect (Jan. 19 , i6r8 
o c No. 5gp _« For the troubles and abuses of our people by the 
Gotteroor and great men, remedy may be soocer fotuKi in the redd 
«« amoogest ihdr neighbour lonket then at the MoguDs Court, and 
L ^ cheape. Nothing but feare keepei a Moore in awe j rsc him 
Rtwy and he will abuse you, but deale with him in smooth words 
and nippmg deeds and he will respect and tever en ce yoc. 
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Or, if wee are soe lealous of our frends at Constantinople, how 
can wee proceede in Persia, the stealing away of which trade will 
more sharpen the Turk then the nfle of a lunck or two of Rascalls 
that hee takes noe Notice off? 

I once mooued you to keepe Close the Sowth shoare^ for the 
Chances of the Malaccoas ships and others that in March come 
in to Goa Now I aduise you to bee wane, for the Vizeroy, as 
wee heare, prepares a fleete to goe about the Cape for the Coast 
of Cormandell and wilbe ready this Month ^ If you bee alone 
It IS not good to tempt them 

Concerning the luncks of Diu, I vnderstand that Mochreb- 
chan and some Mogolls freight from thence Wee cannot take 
notice of on mans from anothers that Mingle with our enemies 
I would not spare any of that Port vpon the best Pretence Our 
wanenes ivilbe to keepe the lunck it selfe , to putt a Merchant 
and Purser vpon it vntill returne to Suratt If it bee prooued 
Mogolls goods and that the King stirr in yt, I know this People , 
restitution alway makes Peace, and wee shall haue the advantage 
of some good condition for restitution, and make them feare to 
freight in the Portugalls and rather offer them selues to vs 
Vntill wee show our selues a little rough and busye they will not 
bee sencible 

The woemen® are almost arnued at Court, but I hope I shall 
depart this towne before, the King goeing out suddenly, which 
makes mee now take my leaue I am in your debt for your loue 
aboue all your other kindnesses, which now you close vp with 
New . I assure you honestly I haue loued you 7 yeares for 
the good disposition and woorth I found in you If it were any 
way in ray Power I would make it manifest My woord or 
report in England you Neede not, yet perhaps not soe well 
knowne to all as to the Companie Whatsoeuer I can add to 
glue you nght, either to them or any higher, assure you I will not 
fayle , or, if I did, it is your fault not too lett mee know which 
way But I am gladd both of your assurance and Modesty Wee 
hue in a Barberous unfaythfull place , you in the sea with more 
secuntie and Constancye Pray for vs, that God wilbe Pleased to 
keepe vs, that among heathens wee may bee as light in darknes , 


^ In proceeding to Bantam * Cp p 470 

^ Mrs Steel, Mrs Towerson,and Mrs Hudson They were accom- 
panied by the Rev Mr Goldmgj the chaplain of the Anne, who had 
at the Cape solemnised the mamage of Steel The reverend gentle- 
man’s devotion to the ladies while at Surat had caused some scandal, 
and he had been ordered to return to his ship , but, instead of obeying, 
he slipped out of the city disguised as a native, and went “after the 
women” to Ahmaddbdd Roe sent him back in company with 
Heynes and the rest, but he escaped from them on the way Subse- 
quently, he rejoined the fleet and obtained pardon {0 C , No 635) 
He seems to have died some time in 1619 
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at least that wee »hamc not the Itght I wilt hope toTiae to see you 
safe returned, and for your happy voyadge, hcidlh, aboue oil tem 
penJl Comforts, wealth and good tuccc&se according to your ownc 
desiert, and a loyfuU amuall into your Countne. All the blessings 
that attended lacob, when hce went out with a staff and rclumrt 
with iroopcs of scTuanls and beards of Cattell, accompanle you, that 
in the seas may find \facht^md^ and at your retumc Bethel 

Since the finishing this former came your lettre of the ^Ih 
January, by which 1 perceaue that which I doubted, that it was 
impossible to supply lasques and see that vnfortunate busincs 
must lye In Its wounds s-ntdl better occasion. I haue sent a 
declaration and Instructions of my Intents into the Red Sea,* 
which Is as much Commission as I an giue , If Master Kemdge 
can add to yt any cnformation, wee arc all for one end- For the 
ship or ships I referr it to you and am Ytiy well assured of 
Captain ShtlUr^ sufRcicncy For Merchants I know not how 
Master RaslalH can bee spared nor with what qxialcties the fleetc 
h Pfoulded. I haue sent my scniani Haynes^ for one because 
by ofllcn dtscoursc hec kriOTcs my cnlcnts. I hope hce will 
prooue difigent and honcsi- 

In assurance of right t rest quielt, as farr as Master Steele 
the woemcn and the Indiscretion of Master Gouldmg will suffer 
mee. I woondcr to see him here and shall as soone resend him. 
I must labor to mend alL 1 cane consent for the best to Mistrtas 
Steele, bot neuer for the minuter Ko* her husband dtscouen 
bimsdfe , but one of vs must brake in this busincs. I expect 
noe more to hearc from )ou, for the King b enicnDg into the 
woods. The God of hauen blcsse you and all your Company 
and send mec once more to hue among men of honesty 


‘ Mshanalm (Gen. srui, a). • See the documetit which follows. 

• Tbomai Raslell had coene out In the i6i6 fleet, and was now 
second at SarsL On Kemdges departure for England in 1631, 
RssteD became chief a post whl^ he held at the tune of the Tbit 
of Delia Vsik, who warmly prabes btm (voL I p, lOh He returned 
to England In 1655 and went out aeain In rtjo, dying at Surat a 
year later (November 7, 1631!. Hit wlfcb mother (widow of Alderman 
Gore) became the second wife of Sir John Coke, who wai for tome 
tune Secretary of Suic. 

* Ro^i tecietafy m whose neat and legible hand are most of hw 
tetters, and the Bntbh Museum copy of the duiiy of which so much 
1^ has been made in the present wrotk. He had been “ bred a mer 
tMnt wiih Alderman Core, nwd bad been employed in Barhary 
before he entered Roe’s service. As the ambassador's mitsioo 

to a dose, Heynes was desirous finding employment unnjr 
the Company; and Roc, with cbaractcnstic disregard of hb ^ cgW 
Twocc, tocic the present opportunity of complying with thb wish, 
new factor completely justified hb patron’s action he rose 
In the Company's service, and at the time of hb death 
(Aogiiit, 1633) was agent in Pctsul 
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A Declaration and Instructions for the shippe entended for 
the Red Sea, if the Comaunder of the fleete, Captain Martin 
Pnnge, and Master Thomas Kemdge, Cape merchaunt of 
the English factors, with his Consultation vpon the motions 
made by Sir Thomas Roe, his Maiesties Ambassadour, doe 
ihinke it fitte to proceed in the Voyadge 

(I O Records O C, No 598^) 

[February 14, 1617-18J2 

I The shippe to proceed vpon this voyadge to bee chosen 
by the Admirall and a Comission from him giuen for theyr 
warrannte 

2, Having taken in such goodes at Suratt as Master Kemdge 
shall prouide, as well for a trade at Dabull as Mocha, shee shall 
accompany the Admirall to Dabull,® where they may endevour to 
putt of all theyr English goodes by faire meanes, or, if not, by 
the surprise of any juncke, and with them to barter for theyr 
Comodity fitte for the Red Sea , but to pay for it and to take 
nothinge els, but only signify that our Intent is to force them to 
vnderstand the Interest of free Commerce and that they shall not 
trade into the Red Sea but by our licence, beinge Lxirdes of the 
same, and not the Portmgalls At this Porte cannot be spent 
above eight daies , if you finde any juncke out, you may dispatch 
in four 

3 Having finished your Intent at Dabull, you shall speedily 
shape your Course for the Red Sea, and, meeting any juncke of 
Dm or of any other Porte vnder the Dominion of the Portugall, 
you shall endevour to take and make pnse thereof to the vse of 
the Company, or of any other people whatsoever beinge in 
league with our enemy, either of the Samonne or Decanines 

4 Beinge amved at Mocha with such goodes as shee shall 
have laden vpon her or such as shee shall gett by trade at Dabull 
or by repnsall. The Captain and Merchaunts shall sende to the 
Gouernour of the Province and signify that our Intent is as well 
to keep the Sea free from Rouers as to demaunde free Commerce 
at the Porte , and therefore shall require both a safe Conducte 


^ There 15 another copy among the O C duplicates, by \vhich the 
present version has been checked 

® In the absence of a date, Mr Sainsbury assigns this document to 
Januar>' 20, 1618 But it is evident that the instructions vere drai\n 
after it was known that the ship could not go to Persia as well as to 
the Red Sea, and of this Roe was not aware until about February 14, 
j6i8 (see pp 482, 491) 

^ As already mentioned (p 400), this intended v isit to Dabhol was 
abandoned 
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f(x a Mcrcluante lo come aihoare and hU firman for the free 
sale of our goodca and that if hec bcc pleased for time* to come 
lo cniettdnc the Efif'luh and to graunt them residence, whereby 
yearly oor ahiwlng will haunt W» Porte with many sorte ofgoodcs 
and me Seas thereby more aecored, that then at IniUnt hee 
cnrchls ownc Contractc and thertan Couenant to procure the 
Grand Smiora Icttrea for licence and Confirmation of such 


pcivdedges as ore already graunted t-nto our Nation for theyr 
abode a^ iralhcque to Constarrtlnople and Alcppa 

5 If this iHre motion of trade bee refused then shall you 
enoenouT to force U by staying and hlndcnngc the trafficque of 
all such rooden^ as you shall fynde in trade, not subiecte to the 
Ereatc Mogoll, and by cxchaung with them put of oil y'our goodes 
■laden tpon the sanl royadge, but If you mectc any shippd or 
juncke frcighlcd by the Pottlngalb or the goodes of any Moore 
or Baman suWeae or InhaWiinge within theyr Temtone, of all 
[such] ships and goodes you shall make prise, slgnlficlng to all 
persoTts Uul you proceed In this Course the 1 ortingalls and 
theyr SuUcclei only to ComoeU them lo suffer the to be 
free and Cotomcrcc open and not to take any irlbatc, passe 
money or Imposition vpon mcfchaunis goodes rpon the Sea 
that whensoeuer the Portagall shall relinquish this vniost Course, 
that the Englbh will agree and Consente to the free own trades 
and liberty of oil Kaifons freindes with them but if ihqr will 
■dbere and bee tnbuiane to the Poningallj, wee shall make pnsc 
of tbw goodes as the Confcdcraici of our Enemies. 

6. You shall require of the Gtmiratts to assist you In lettlinge 
a trade at Modia, and make them mderstand that wee Intend 
3rearely to visitt that Porte that wee have offered to safe-Con 
ducte or fralghle theyr goodes vpon as rcsonablc tennes as they 
gioc mlo our cncmie, which If they shall still refuse to acceptc, 
wee shall rem^e Ncwiralls, so in Case they bee surprised by 
any Dutch or trench Piratu wee will no waye bee tyed to beipe 
or rdive them and If then they shall better yndentand thetn- 
seWts and our frdndly offer, the Captain and Cope merebaunt 
shaD have full power lo make Composition and Agreement with 
them and to take of ihra for the present voyad« such Content, 
eyther on goodes 5 per Cent at least or w the great, as they 
*0*11 agree, and shall draw from them a Conf^ion in writinge of 
theyr good and frcmdly vsage and of theyr great security by our 
Company, wrth an humble patten to the greatc Mogoll that hce 
pleased lo give lycence to all his Subicctes to freight in 
EngEih shipps aswell for lasquls as the Red Sea, or otherwise 
to wotVe theyr owne safety by any such CompositioD as between 
themsehrei shalbe founde most Convenieat, whereby they bee 


* Vessels in tbe rood. 
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deliuered both from the feare of Piratts and from the tnbutes and 
exactions vniustly raised vpon them by the Portingalls 

7 Yf you shall obtaine libertie to trade and put of your goodes, 
I wish you to bee wary you trust not much ashoare, nor many 
men at once nor any Cheife Commaunder, but only twoe mer- 
chaunts in the Company of the Captain and merchaunt of the 
Ghehangier, to whom I haue giuen a p^sse^ and who hath 
promised to assist you in all matters as frendes 

8 The generall scope of this voyadge beinge to begin a trade 
and to give knowledge to all the seuerall Nations that vse into the 
Red Sea or give any Composition vnto our Enemies for the free 
passage vnto any Porte, that wee Ayme at nothinge but to open 
the wayes for merchaunts therefore in matter of repnsall you 
must have especiall reguarde that you ceaze nothing into your 
full possession but only such goodes as you are assured belonge 
properly to the Portingalls or theyr Subiectes, for that many 
merchaunts of India freight in theyr Shippes and may perhapps 
require here satisfaction , therefore, in Case of such pretence you 
shall there come to Composition to wafte home theyr goodes at 
as easy rates as the Portingalls doth, and accordinge to your 
discretions vse them fayerly At leastwise you shall keep together 
the said goodes, putting into any such juncke a merchaunte and 
a Purser for prouision that nothinge bee ymbezeled away, whereby, 
if shee prove not good pnse, wee may be Constreined to pay 
more then wee tooke And with all these Coasters whatsoeuer 
I hould It fitte that you proceed in trade with them or by Com- 
position then by absolute repnssall, which Course will both awe 
these people and not give such occasion of dislike as wholy to nfle 
them , but m Case it be goodes of the Portingalls or of Dabull 
(having bene refused trade) or of the Samonne or of any of those 
petty Kinges in league with our enemy, of such you shall make 
full pnze without any restitution and the same keepe vnto the 
Account of the Honorable Company 

When you shall have finished your trade at Mocha you shall 
endeuour to keepe Company with the Guzuratts reladen, if so they 
come out tymely that you may gett into the Roade of Swally by 
the last of September, and shall with all Curtesy vse the said 
Guzuratts, but not suffer them to departe vntill you arrive at the 
Barre of Suratt, where you shall stay them by you and speedily 
advise to know in what estate our trade and Factors are , and after 
to proceed accordinge to such directions as you shall receiue from 
the Ambassadour or Cape merchaunt by his order 

Being necessary to send also vpon the said shippe 2 or 3 
merchaunts for the Red Sea, I, being vtterly ignorant of the 
quality of those now supplied, cannot make absolutely choyce , 


^ See p 473 
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bal am dolnna that Edward Hcyncs may goc a« one, becatne 
hec hath often heard ar>d mu»l nc^cs mderttand my purpose m 
ttm acUon, with whom I reauett Master Kemdgc to joync any 
other that hec shall in hti judgement know sufftaent, m which 
bee will regard his landguagc,* and in ihu pomic of the mcr 
chaunU that hee, bdng ncare the thipps, see hir provided of 
such and so many as are filte and requisite and m that Cose 
whatsocucT hce sh^ doc, I fuflTj] allow and Consent vnlo. 

I have herewith sent you the i enuns bill that owclh vi money * 
Imngc at Gulkhandah, that yf you meetc with any Juncke of 
Dabull, you may pay yoursclfc and give them the bill to recouer 
the debts of the rersian * 

To klNO Jamcs.^ 

(Public Record Office E, Indies, voL i, No 58) 

The Camp of Ghchangccr Sha, greatc Mogoll, 

15 February, t6i7[ 18]. 

May It please j'our Majeitle, 

The most gratioui reception of my trauells and the Com 
maoda which your hUlcstie h:^ Toudtiafcd to mee, your triable 
and tnworthy tassaU, haue giuen new life and quKicned mee 
almost in the ^ue. Ther Is no bond more stronge then that bv 
which I am tied to your MaiesUe as your subiect , hut that it 
hath pleased you out of your Rc^l grace to giue occasion to my 
weakenci, that also addeth strength and couradge to a mmde 
already wholy denoted and offered vp to your Maizes scniice. 


r LingubUc ikllL • See p. 403- 

* The cipedWon to the Red Sea was on the whole a success. The 

emptoyed was the Anne of which ShUlmg was captain, and 
Wiuaia mffm one of the master's mates t and Salbonk, Hcyncs and 
~*yber were the three rocrdianu told off tor the Toyage. The carifo, 
hong (as Roe mentions later) of poor quality, did not find a ready 
t hot the anlhonties at Mocha showed the feigluhercry courtesy 
the Pasha of Rahj gare Saihanlt two satisfactory farwiinu They 
at Mocha firom the 14th April to the 20th August, and Uien 
Wuratd In company with the Surat junk, ns Roc had ordered them 
to da 

An accoont of the royage, wntten by Heynes, will be found In 

^'^Egertxm MS 3 o& U a letter of Captain ShDllng's to Sir ThonM 
amyihe, written from Swally cm the lalh March, 1618, in which be 
^h at if the goo^ be aunes **be nolt vendable and that an 
trade vpon eqoall tearroes Cannott be procured, then I hoop 
t'owder and shoot, Sir Heoeiy Mlddelltons Comodittie, wiD pMse-* 

* 5 ?^ in the C «4 cf SUtU Peters {E Indt€s\ 1617 at, Prcfsce, 
p. xivil, but with cue or twd iDght errota. 
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The negotiation of Persia, by your Maicstie to mce Committed, 
uas begunn a ycare past by the I'actors of India and ouerture 
made in the name of your Maiestie, of winch prococdinge I w’as 
vtterly ignorant, but had written some letters and sent diuers 
propositions in mync owne name, ns your Maieslies minister, 
vnto the Sha bas, to giue inm vndcrstandinge of jour desires 
in gencrall and to discoucr to him somwhat of the Portugalls 
dealings with those wlio too easily granted them admittance or 
retraicts of strength The succeds of both is the Sha hath 
sent your Maicstie a scry noble Icttrc, procured by Edward 
Connock, with diuers lardge and ample Priuelcdgcs granted vnto 
your Maicstics subiccts for their acceptance and quictt Commerce, 
directed for dchuene \nto Sir Thomas Smyth There yet are 
many difiicultics, vnconsidered in the beginning, which forbidd 
mec to giuc judgment, cyther of the conueniency or possibilitie 
of this trade, \ntill \pon knowledge of the merchants mcancs to 
Compass it without prciudice to your Maicsties Kingdomes and 
to their owne profitt and sccuritie, their farther resolution bee 
declared The particulars arc both too many and of too low an 
Elevation to treble .jour Maicstie, jour gencrall Commando 
becingc obeyed I haue opened my poore \ndcrstanding in 
the rest vnto your Maicstics IVincipal Sccrctarie, from whom you 
wilbc pleased to tccciuc lardgcr cnformation If I findc by one 
yearcs E\pcricncc more that this trade may be made, by vent of 
the Comodities of j'our Maicstics Kingdom or by the Indusirj'e 
of your subicets from diuers Ports, without greater exports of 
monj or Bullion then Europe is able to bearc, considering how 
many wayes it blccdcth to enneh Asia, I wilbec bould to confirme 
in your Maiesties name the treaty already begunn, and to add to 
yt some other Conditions which shall as well make it profitable 
for your Maicstics estates as easy for your subicets , to which end 
I haue sent vnder the limitations receiued from Master Secretane 
Wynwood, and instructions from the East Indya Companie, a 
commission to proceede in and perfect this affayre,^ or tymely 
to foresee the hazards and inconueniences, that wee may retyre 
without dishonor 

To the monarch with whom I reside your Maiesties minister I 
dehuered your Royall letters and presents, which w ere receiued with 
as much honor as their barbarous pnde and Custtoomes afloord to 
any the like from any Absolute Prince, though far infenor to that 
respect due vnto them I haue strouen, somtimes to displeasure, 
with their tncks of vnmeasured greatenes rather then to endure 
any scome I dare not dissemble wth your Maiestie their pnde 
and dull ignorance takes all things done of duty, and this yeare 
I was enforced to stande out for the honor of your free guifts, 
which were sceazed vncivilly I haue sought to meyntayne 


^ See p 462 
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Tpngtrt yotir MaJ»U» greatcnci and dfgnllle, and withall to cHcci 
ibc ends of the Merchant , hut thoc tiro wmctymcs cross one 
another teeing ihcr b no way to Ircalc with so rnorntroos oticr 
weeniM that tcknowlcdgcth no equal! He hath written your 
Maiotie a kltrc' full of good woords, but barren of all true 
effect HU general! fiuthoritics?] arc yet to publish, what hcc 
trill doc I know not To article on cauen teartnes he auojd*, and 
boul^ mec to his ownc Curtomes of Oouemment new 
Tpon new occasions, m wWch hee Is lust and graaous. It mav 
please your Makaue to accept the translation, being faythfulL 
The original In Persian, as yet of vse to vs to vrge him to performe 
h, I sm bouW to kcepc wntiTl I shalbce made happy by falling at 
your feetc. 

Greater matters then truth 1 date not boast of, n^her wiTl 
steak vame prayscs l»y faUe reports. \STial my endcauor b and 
how faythfulh what my trauell tn the Camp of Confusion, I hope 
your MaicsUe will graciouslK: conceiuc. Phis I will presume to 
aoow that I will not hue and tufler your Maiestics Rojull naniL 
to hco diminished for any Consideration And, for the success 
of my employment, that I will cstablnh j'our Maicstlcs Sublccls 
in ns good tearcnci for thelre trafiquc and residcncw as any 
tlnjigcn or the naluralls themsclucs enloy, or at last bv our 
force teach them to know your Maiesue b Lord of all the 
Seeacs and can Compdl that by your power, which you haue 
wught With Curtewe, which this King cannot yeu sec for 
Swelling, 

The Portugall li not yet wise enough to know his ownc 
weakeneijwho rather cnulously hinder vs then like noble enemies 
httrte vs. Lett your Malcstic bee pleased to pue mec leaue to 
enfonne want of a peace with them (which by >*our royall 
aothonile were casyly commanded) makes all these trades of 
It^ya and hopes oi Per^ heaoy and dangerous to the vndcr 
takers. 

I not treble your Maiestie with more vnnccessaiic discourse, 
w humbly craue pardon for so much intrusion , and that you 
^bee pleased not to bee offended, ofier Sue yeares PilCTinaage, 
^ enloy^ the happines of iWc which attend 

desmng the Almightie God to make your rogne 
•o kn^ to blessed, and so glonoos, that your name may bee 
toe obiect of all enuy and the cample of all prospenUe. 

Vour Maieitles most humble vassal and denoted seiuaut, 

Tna Roe. 


J S« Appendix B. 

la the TtniOQ already mentioned, this word b read as ** ennye, 
clear that ** cnlc^ b Koe Is, of coerse, spcaloug 
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To Sir Thomas Smythe, 

(Public Record Office. E Indies, vol i, No 59 ) 

Amadauaz, 

16 February, i6i7[-i8] 
Sir, 

Your acceptation of my endeauours is a confirmation of the 
same affection which you began tow'ardes meewhen I had merited 
nothing I now feare that I shall fall into another euill and bee 
preiudiced by too much expectation 
These Princes and Customes are so Contrarie to ours that I 
shall trauell much in myne owne eies and performe little in yours 
Ther is no treaty wher ther is soe much Pnd, nor no assurance 
wher IS no fayth All I can doe is to seme present turnes The 
People are weary of vs The King hath no content, who expectes 
great Presentes and Jewelles, and reguardes no trade but what 
fcedes his vnsatiable appetite after stones, rich and rare Peices of 
any kind of arte The breefe is I haue sent you a lettre W'hich 
will show his Promises, but they hould not one Minute Feare 
only keepes vs in, and vntill they feele vs once more and that his 
ow ne subiectes Petition for vs, wee shall neuer obteyne more then 
to mn out in a Chardgable trade, with much seruitudc. My 
employment is nothing but vexation and trouble , little honor, 
lesse Profitt Whatsoeuer I haue done and my opinion in all 
your affayres, you wall fynd in generall lettrs, discourses, and other 
Papers directed to you. 

Only, I protest, to giue you testemony of your Power in me I 
changed resolution to stay this yeare, which will fullfill my banish- 
ment of fine years In this tyme w’hat I can add to you I w'lll, 
for my owne Creditt is deeply engaged, and yet there is noe way 
to release me, but by a little force 
The Presentes sent this yeare w’ere too good , but (to dealc 
playnly with my frendes) soe fair short of their greedy expectation 
that they rather disgrace then helpe mee Yet I cannot bee with 
out vntill the whole Course bee Changed I will \se none but 
for your busines, and (if I may advise) 1 w ish you send noe more 
in the Kinges Name, but only proceed as other Merchantes doe, 
which is to fut goods that they desier, and the Merchant that 
goes to Court at the showing to giue one toy for his entrance 
T'his waj hath less trouble and Chardge Wee haue only begott 
our sclues a Customc of slauene now dul) expected 

1 was not soe desicrous of Command ouer your Seruantes as to 
procure m)self trouble and envy. Master Kerridge was sufficient 
Now ihej loyntly cast all vpon mee, hoping to merlay mec, vnder 
Couler of luinulytie. I will dischardg m>selfe hoiiestlj of all I 
can doc, and may show you an example, if they which should 
assist crossc me not I haue st.a)ed Master Kerndgc in the 
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Counlne and am iherby obliRcd to promooue the Companies 
recompcnce which he prclendet. I most say truth his Paynes is 
s-err great and hl$ Partes not ordlnane , only hcc loues doramron, 
and you shaU pcrceauc by my Courses with him and all others I 
will not robb him of yt In the roayne Poynlcs I wHbe assistant 
to promde j-our lading In season, and to direct the courses of 
TOur trades. The Mc^nnlcquc part I must refer to olhen as 
borthensotne. 

1 haue rcceiued from you arrd the Company some tolcens. 
Such as I shall vse 1 will make bould with, the rest convert to 
ther Tsc, with as many iharickcs as if I had In them rccaued a 
Pledge and assurance of your affections. TTie Pcarlc lies vpon 
our handcs, as bedng cither ouerrated or dearer In England than 
here. The iwes arc too small With great Pcarlc and stones 
according to the Tonfl"* sent you you may Compasse Uus trade to 
Content, and by no other way 

I haue recouered, by the kindncs of your Captains, a btrilcr 
constitution of health then formerly , but I feare this new remoouc 
win m ake mee rebppes. Codes wflbc done. 

I thanck you for Jhon Hatch,* your blblc, Pcice, and oyle— all 
particular loue and kindncs. BeJeeue mee, Sr, 1 haue noe 
barren and mthanckfull hart Yet I send you Nothing but the 
^tnon I’hrasei of such os arc Indebted- If 1 Imc, you fchall 
find what Impression your louc hath made in mee , and if 1 dye, 
rou shall loose more then yet you know of because you cannot 
snow my hart. 

The ship by met sent out whenn you were an aduenturer Is 
fotamed but I cannot here who hath shared her I I«sft all 
rw wnUnges with Sir Jhon Brookes. I am not yet soc nch as to 
send home any mony If Master ChristojibeT Brookes neede any 
for my rte, you wilbe pleased to pay him the loo/* due for my 
•eraantes wages, which I haue supp!;^ here. If not, I hope you 
CTlcrii os an cncrcaic into the Joynt stock, and at the derinon 
pfd^last toe order mee and my part of aduenture as it may 
profitable to mcc. These courses I vnderstand not , 
“ by you I came to haue interest, soe vnto you I referr mcc. 
^ ^ buslnes of Persia the last yeart and since 

‘^Wward Connaughlc, many relations will si^ifie , wber I 
should begmn I know not ITie Pnoiledges are very good, but 


‘ See p. 485. 
'There 


* Seep. 4*3- 


u_ 2”^ seems to be 00 information extant as to thu ship or 
ro datmatjon. On Febnuiy 90, 1618, Mr Chmtophcr Brookes 
SV'wm the Company for 1000/ to meet a debt for which he and 
proaodng at the same time a general power of 
from the latter The Coort craated the request, on the con 
Brookes gave a bond for repayment sboold Roe disapprov* 
ot tao transaction. 
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the Port, and ground to proceede in the trade, are yet vncerteyne 
If you send next yeare meanes to supply it, vree shall proceed, I 
hope to generall Content. The neglect of mee last yeare makes 
me vnwilhng to bee too forward and hath stirrd vp Master 
Kemdge, who takes himselfe wronged that any thing is Committed 
to me, to many peruerse disputes I know not how I stand in 
his fauour Ha\nng opened Connaughtes lettres to him for my 
information, which I could not send and bee tymely enformed,^ 
he takes it hotly j but I haue done nothing but what is just I 
looke into no more then your busines, and in that I will not bee 
kept in Ignorance This is the benefitt, that if wee cannot agree 
(which I by all meanes endeauor) yet wee shall both bee wary of 
doeing ill , and when euer I shalbe accused, it wilbe my honor. 
I wnte this because Master Kemdge doth magnifie his owne 
successe in Connock, and I proceede as if it concerned not mee , 
but vpon the groundes of reason whatsoeuer in that busines can 
bee effected shall haue both our helpes he for loue to his owne 
proiect, I for your generall good 

I haue signified in my generall lettres that I haue sent home 
Anthony Wallys and some others .... The rest of your 
seruants are for the most very Cimll If any ouerspend, I cannot 
abbndge that which they pretend Necessane What I can doe, 
not to drawe all mens ill will vpon mee, I shall by counsayle , if I 
find dangerous or grosse faultes, I will stop them 
The first is Master Steele, who brought to sea a mayd. Captain 
Towersons seruant, but great with Child, and married her at the 
Cape vnder a bush I could not perswade Captaine Towersons 
retume nor his wiues, though I offered conditions of your losse, 
nor send her home alone and anew with Child among men He 
pretended great matters. All your seruantes were willing to dis- 
grace him I was both vnwilhng and afrayd to doe yt, but Con- 
sented to bring vp his artificers, who Proouc his seruantes for his 
owne endes I presented them to the King ; but Steele getting 
accesse as linguist to his Paynter in Pnuat* (who was pretended 
to mee to bee your seruant, sent by you as cheefe m the water 


* See p 482. 

’ Of this incident Purchas (who heard it from Steel himself) gives, 
in his Ptlgnma^e (p 534) the following account • “ Master Steele, 
hauing a proiect of Water-works, to bring the water of Ganges [«r]by 
Pipes &C., earned fiuc men him to the Mogol, who gaue them enter- 
tainment with large wages by the day and gaue to each an Arabian 
Horse One of these was a painter, whom the Mogol would haue to 
take Ills picture ; and because hec could not srieake the language, 
Master Steele (who could speake the language of the Court, which is 
Persi.an) was admitted (a thing not permitted to Men) into the Mogols 
lodgings, where he did sit for the said Limner At his entrance, the 
chicfc Eunuch put a cloth oucr his head that he should not see the 
Women (which bee might hcarc as hce passed, and once also saw 
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voorke) enireagcd them and htmscire to into the Kiiwes teruico 
that I ctnmrt without hazarding much duplcasure enforce them 
either to retyre or to foltow that they promised you He surety 
athcT hopes to supplant mee, and to succeed (for so some tyme 
hu Tanctye Pretendes), or els he hath quilled his Countne. I 
dare not trust him with goodes, seeing hec wih follow the Court 
with hts wife, notwithstanding all oathes and Couenantes, and at 
as peat Charfge as I almost. How he pretendes to maynleync 
it, I cannot foresee. Thh onlr I will t^e him with Patience, 
keepe your Purse from him , if he runn right, I will assist him , if 
not, I wiQ doe my utmost rvext yearc to force him home, when the 
King is as weary of him as all wee I assure jfou hec fa now our 
affficiion, and may bee my shame, for cuer yeUding to suffer btm 
to land. 

Captain Towerson Pleades Icane to trade. Hec wilbe decciocd 
In eipcctation of hfa frendes and 1 know not what in these cases 
[to] ooe. AU the lU ofGces are cast tpon mee. You, Sir, must 
bee pleased to bcare part of the burthen. 1 will consent noe 
fiuthcr then I may defend my selfe, and yet would not bee lH 
spoken off of all men. 

To Condude, Sir, 1 am infimtdy weary of tha Tnptofitable 
ladcnrmenl^ the succcsse wherof is not that 1 ayroed at for you, 
ana that whidi I hate in others, to getl an ill name. But bee that 
win please aU men can ncuer please the honcstest hly Comfort 
fa yr» professe iciu wUbe as Carefull of met as ol your owne sonn 
and at that I take you os a father Examine all my Courses , if I 
shame you in any, renounce mee and this Name of 

Your truly mfeyned Trend and adopted sotmc, 

Tho. Roe. 

Remember my serukc to your ladie, and I beseedi almighty 
God to blesse you and all your fomeUe. Master Jhackon' will 1 
hope giuc tcstcmonlc of my dcsiercs to doe him any Pleasure, 

To Captaik Maktim Piuno, 

(I O Records (7 C, No. 6s8.) 

Baroch, March 10, r6i7[ 18]. 

Yt fa TOW a month and more since I heard from you or Surnitt , 
■oc that I was Confident the ships were dispeeded. The misery 

t hem, the Eunoch purposely putthig on a thinscT cloth oocr hu head), 
th^ bemg of them tome hundreds.* 

Purchas alto reiate* the fncndthip whkh tprang up between Mr*. 
Sted and the daughter of the Kbdn-khinin. This Udy wa* Jahin^rt 
Doaten upon hfa arrival at AhruadSbld, and the mterett the took In 
SteePi wife no doubt strengthened hit positloii at Court 

*Seep.439*. ^ ^ 
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of these vnrongs are insufferable, yf yt be the true Cause that your 
goods Could nott be despatched, which I by a former heard was 
donne vpon the arivall of Shaher-mull I hope to finde a way 
out for my self and others Steele will soon vanish and Come to 
nothing , affliction must humble him 

I am sorry to heere the Ann hath no other Cargasoffl then the 
refuse of India. I meddled nott in the Subservient parts of trade to 
apoint what other goods, butt expected the wisedom of the factors 
would have sent a tryall of other sorts I Can make no other 
Collection but that they desire nott any great prospenty to yt 
God will mend vs all and tume honest wayes to the best I am 
Confident on the grounds that Surratt will never be a trade vnles 
the red Sea both Supply yt and awe the Guzeratts This yeare I 
only sought the way and occasion , but I know well by private 
provizions they are nott Ignorant what had been fitt, and yf yt 
fayle I shall well acquite my self Those of Messolapatan I feare 
write at randon, or els there is great Change since their last 
Your letter desires my resolucion for the Annes keeping Company 
to Dabull Yf by advice or other former expenences the luncks 
of that porte be departed or that yt be dangerous to loose tyme 
for getting in, then you may direct hir nght for hir Course , butt 
yf nott, the Surpnze of any goods there fitt for the red Sea would 
much advantage hir and be fittlier donn then att the roade at 
Mocha for interuption of quiett trade, which I ayme atL Butt yf 
yt soe fall out, yet I wish you to doe somewhat yf you may, and to 
send the Persians lettres as parte of payment The noise of yt 
will doe good heare, I know in former yeares the ships of this 
Coast haue sett out later, butt in that point I Cannott resolve, 
but must leave yt to them who know the voiadges I am well 
pleased that loseph Saltbanck^ vndertakes the voyadge Heynes 
stands nott vpon place, and the ould man loves me 

You are nott soe desirous to see me as I to Confer with you. 
Beleeve me, I am reddy to breake for want of an honnest free 
Conference and advice in the Companies buissines But I am 
weary , yt is Impossible, and I will not stay you an hower God 
in heaven blesse you, and send me once among men , for these 
are monsters The trouble and falce hartednes of our owne I will 
trample on in tyme You know nott these men nor, I hope, 
never shall The god of heaven again and againe blesse you and 
all your fleet. 

[P S ] I wish nott that the Ann wayt vpon the pnnces ship 
outward though she goe nott to Dabull, butt loose her and leave 
her to her fortune, and that they know that their detention of our 
goods was the Cause and that we will nott doe them Courtesye for 
such vsadge Yf we doe, they will yearely practice ytt. 


'For the Mocha voyage. 


* See p loi. 
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To TUP Aoekt Win Factors at Sdrat 
(I O Rcconl*! O C, Na 645 ) 

Ciowda^' April a6 [1618], 

Santhy night, if the nyncs hate not w*iht away a day 
Yottr Copnle and letter 1 rccclted tonight alt Crowda, Jly 
rorne ycstcnlat you will know 1 mett your two teruantw and 
mined myne, but rvow hauc all I expected 
Your ciTer to meet rocc khortenn all otuwcn, I ihalln. alt 
lUroch, god willing on iew*day night, not noting all Vncli^carc,* 
heatwc my tentes mtat attende fvissagc. You ihallw wdconie 
to the remayne* of my wine, 

I horgott not to trie the pearlca, but KInde the pnee a* hair 
below thu Courie 05 the jimflitt of laying out mony two month* 
win aike, 1 will not Conumte that you par Itack bcage a 
ftr< of any rww dewty nor ould, If miotic. Ihd him, If hcc date, 


* Hoc*! movement* at ihl* penod are ft hltle doolrtful On k cbmary 
tohe WM *t AhmatUWd, pfep.tring to fallow the Mogul hour dayt 
lalCT h®, wo* itin there for at that date the King** letter fur kogUnd 
ww tkUTered to him (»ee ApjiemUx Jl). lly Ma«h lo, howerer 
iw had obandoaed hi* Intention and wa* au llmaclt Ko hint U bItw 
M lo toe rejuofli for the change of plan t pfr**ib!y however on Icam 

that the Emperor had merdy a *horl hunting Journey ho 

had token the opportunity of procctdlng to llurhdnpur, where the 
tactort had been dlv^criy { or U mav be that ibo I rioce was nl 
wt city and for lome rcnvtn or other ft visit in him was necessary 
M lac dale of the prctcni letter wc fmd him at Crowd* on hi* return 
^mey Thl* place we may Identify with confidence oa Knrodra, a 
julage at the point where the road to Itroach, 1 (A blvan tarns off from 
^‘^'tt njadfrom Uarbdnpur toSumt The dbtaneeof Kjirodmffr>m 
Uroacb (ijJ mile*) would pennU of bU making the Journey In two 
wy» ftnd lu potldon with reference 10 Sorot (1 1 rotle* off) mctu iho 
l^iremenU of the case as regardi the time Indicated for delivery of 
wten, etc U may be tb^hl ttnoge that if be were ao new 
j ahonld not have rone Into that dtr or at least have wailed 
at Karodra for the promised vltU from Kerridgc li« os regards the 
It must be remembered that Roo could not vWt 
* ^lhout a certain amount of ceremony for which he wni probably 
tmptepared I while the want of accommodation at Karodm, nnd the 
of the year will explain why be preferred to puih on to 
i rwh, where there waa a comfortable fiictory to rc*t In- 

WCTesdem to the Ctlendnr efStiie 1 ap<Tt (R IfHUfs) of 
U-Cn Uaroda] for “ Crowda* is cvldenuy InaomUiiWc 
tfw. thoortt be*t not to overcrowd the map of Koe't Jonrncr 

T** o y toclodlng this excursion, especially as the route cannot bo bud 
certainty j uut no diWculty will be experienced in 

* Ankletwar on theiouth bank ofibo kiarbadd, opposite Uroacb 
38 * 
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tell the pnnce I will haue nght for all Injuries, and that vppon 
his shipp 

Master Steele doubtlesse hath had a fall. His owne wayes were 
enemye enough He Followed inee to Brampoore, and receaued 
once more good counsell I pittie him whether he take it or no 

I perceaue your latter seruant carried a good supplie number 
one, and that you haue passed a better by Amadauaz, though vppon 
creditt You haue taken a course that will in your Comodetie 
only helpe pay your Intreste, besides the Imployment now in 
best season I haue not heard From Agra since the second bills 
I sent For their debtes acknowledged receaued Yours Firste 
by Amadava/ were new written returned by their owne two 
expressers that brought their accountes downe I doubt not 
come safe, and suppose that m my packetts yours are miscaried 
I dessigned him to direct to Amadavaz, because that P’actorie 
would beste know my wayes, and I heard of one vppon the way, 
that IS gone to Mandoe. Muddo will returne within tenn dayes 
to Amadavaz, I truste with good newes of godes mercy to them 

I sent Sprage to Gulchanda vppon good reasons^ Itt had 
bene fitter hee had gone sooner, and in my opynnyon Master 
Saltbanke should haue procecuted my order, which was indeede 
more needefull then the Red Sea without my knowledge I 
could not conceaue that there was any neede of more helpe att 
Agra, when you lessened one of the Number I appoynted and 
you consented to sende thether Whensoeuer hee goes, I am 
sure hee can serue no other tume then come downe with a 
Caffila His merchandiz I haue tryed, and you haue scene his 
writeing Hee will returne tyme enough for that hee is Fitt 
Captain Shilling hath neyther bill nor Coppie of the debtes,^ butt 
a letter written to mee to Forbeare two months (now four expired) 


^ A letter from one of the factors at Burhdnpur to Agra, m August, 
1618 ({? C , No 676) says that “att hjs lordships beinge hecre Sprage 
tould many tales” of his fellow factors, “and it is his Lordshipps 
qualhty to fauore those that tell tales, though neuer such knaues, and 
therefore hath made Sprage a merchant, who expected to haue bene 
sent home in disgrace ” The object of Sprage's mission was the same 
as in the previous year, viz , -the recovery of the debt due from the 
fugitive Persian (p 403) A rumour reached Surat some time after 
that he had managed to find the defaulter at Golconda, but “ that the 
said Persian was forceably taken from him at this Towne, and Sprage 
also \ery much abused.” When Bonner's fleet visited Dabhol in the 
spnng of 1619, inquiry was made as to the truth of this report, “but 
they denied euer to haue seene or knowne any such men, but tooke 
notice from vs to apprehend both or either if they should at any time 
happen on them” {Purchas, vol 1, p 657) Sprage’s fate was never 
known, but the Court Minutes (October 6, 1624) record that he died 
m the East Indies 

® The Persian’s debt, which was to be recovered from any Dabhol 
vessel met with (see p 495) 
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If wet bee paid It Is worth labour > If noli, 111 will Juilcfic anjr 
tepniall, be«ovc wee haoc demaanded Justice. If both, wee 
ere once aforchand whwh wee were ncrer wjth ft mootc. ^^a5tcr 
IcUtplacc U of oppnjon It lud l>cnc recoucred if prossccuted 
taste jearc , end soc am I 

I hope »oc loone to mette as that I neede wy nolhlng of the 
Teeth, but I widi you rttnember no price will rceotnjicncc ihc 
flay of our nctlc for three fourths bdcing Six monlhs day Is 
not for Tf , but If you were fare of mony atl three, I am sure 
of Credat if hcileplacc Hoe. 

^^'hcn your advices come from the South,* 1 pray tend me full 
Coppici, and toe 1 thalbe alt laT|;c Informed 

fbat 1 had a full parte of the taync* my laile* will tjgnlfie , but 
the domage of the Cloth you neede noil fcarc, though the mcr 
chants were In a house, 1 taw itt tbaiehcd. If that gone hor 
Agra had luch another as I attending lit might bee dne in a 
tyucr 

1 hope to meete you wiihm two dayes,’ 10 laugh away my 
Joumy , till when God hcepc you 

I pray you bring the Copple of this with you For I am weary ^ 

* From tlaftUm. * Mot etlanL 

’ The road from Surat to Proach joined Roe's route at hiran 1 tn 
that there wu a chance that KerrWge would meet or overtake him 
before Itroach was rcichcd. 

* From this date we hear ooihmg more of Roc oolH August One 

Inodem of the lime has, how ev er, been preserred for us by Terry 
(p. J 4 at m- tn outbreak of the pbgue, from which the English 
tufTertd eonsidenbly Jahdngir wh^ as well as Shlh Jahln, was laid 
op whh h, tiys (In the Tix^) that although widespread It was not 
generally £auL “The atjr Amadavar tart Terry “(at our being 
“cre with the King) was visited wiih this I estDence in the month of 
Hay and our family was not eicmpted from that most uocomfoTtable 
dsnatloo for within the space of mne dayts seven persons that were 
ughsh of our lamlly were taken away by it and none of those which 
ojfw lay lick abov'c twenty houres, smd the major part wtD and sick 
aM dead In twelve boara, as our burjreon (wno was there all the 
I'hysidan we hadtand he led the way, Wling skk at rold*dayand the 
fotlowiof MW night dead. And there were three more that followed 
mm, one Immedtally after the other who made as much bast to the 
grare as he had done All those that died in our funlly of this 

had their bodres set all on fim by it. so soon as they ww 
Tlsitcd, and when they were dying, and dead, broad spots of a 
Dla^ and blew colour appeared on Ihclr brtsu j and thdr flesh was 
so eatreme hot by their most high distemper that we who sur 
▼I’TO could scarce endure to keep our hands upon rt. It was a roost 
^ time, a fiery trial Indeed All our CimUy (my Lord Ambnsm 
dour only excepted) were vhlted wHh this skkneu and we all who 
yj^h Gods help and goodnes outlived it, had many great bllsten, 
aw wtih a thick yellow watry substance, that arose upon many Parts 
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Translate of the Firman for Coja Arabs House in 

SURATT, SENT HOWNE 3D AUGUST, l6l8 ^ 

(I O. Records; O. C, No. 675.) 

There hath come to vs a petition from the English resident m 
Suratt That there was a house belonging to Coja-Arab Tur- 
bethee,- lying in Suratt, for which the said English haue, as they 
affirme, giuen mony for tlie tyme of three yeares to the people of 
Coja Arab, and accordingly haue taken a writing in testemony of 
the same of the sayd Coja Arab or his assignes. [Whereof?] 
take knowledge , and if it bee so, and that the owner of the sayd 
house bee content that the English shall remayne and abide in the 
sayd house, then is it our pleasure that they abide in the sayd 
house ; but if the sayd English haue not payd or giuen the sayd 
rent aforehand for the tyme of three yeares, but that they remayne 
therm by force, contrane to his likinge, vpon receipt hereof you 
shall putt the sayd English foorth therof and deli[uer 
therof into the hands of the sonne of the sayd [ 
therof according to his will, and in lieu therof shall [giue therj 
sayd English another fitt house, such as shalbe to their content , 
and hereof signifie vnto mee the answere of the premises. 

ARTICLF.S PROPOSED TO THE PrINCE SuLTAN CORONNF., TORI) 

OF Amadauaz and Suratt, by the Ambassador, vpon ihi. 

breach with IHE rORTUGALI.S, AUGUST 15, 1618 '' 

(I. O. Records . O. C., No. 678.) 

I. That the Prince had receiued the English nation into his 
protection and favour, and had concluded peace and ametrc with 
them, according to the command of the great kyng, and hereby 
doth giue notice to all his Governor, I.«iutenant and other officers 


of our bodyes, which, when they brake, did even bum and corrode our 
skins, as it ran down upon them ” 

Terry also mentions (p 380) that while at Ahmad.'lbdd he witnessed 
the spectacle of a malefactor being stung to death by snakes 

^ In Roc’s own hand For the circumstances of the grant see 
p. 510 « 

* Prob.ably Turbati, re, of Turbat (perhaps Tiirbat-i-Haidcn, 
m N E Persia) 

^ In Roe’s own hand Endorsed * “Articles and Treaty with the 
Pnnee, Amad , August, i6i8 ” The occasion of the “breach with the 
Portugalls” IS not clear, but possibly it arose from the dispute described 
in the Surat letter quoted later (p 517). From this it would appear 
that the natucs for a time resisted the payment claimed for the carfas 
of the Gogo junk, and “ made greate shew off warrs ’’ As the junk 
lost her voyage through the dispute, it must have begun at least as 
early as March (the usual time of sailing), but it may have continued 
until the date of the present document 
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of Sonti ind ill hU trthtr Si^oritt, to p[b]Hjh ihc ume tnd lo 
obcj II 

t In cooiWcnllon of thW Ittily ind that the Portopni ore 
cooTwm cncmJoi to thm p«cc ond (r>ficr;ar (l >hatt>c Lnrl^uU 
fot the cn^Vnh to Und «ilh ihrir ftttnet and to pan with them 
for defence of thefr penoni ifvl i:tKKl« , and If the ujd I otiuplU 
ihooW tuwjpt any thmj: l»y apmtl tht Myd or the 

ilnpiofifwr Klnj;and |•ttf>cr that then the (roicmon of Suratt 
iho^U dcinjcf to the at many fnptit at they thould 

nerd for their tnuhuTI toertw, and In all |*otnt» of rclcttic and 
riccoar iSooW attnt there at fmwH and at the naturalU of three 
lyntdomre. 

j. That ft thouM bet U«fall fot the cr?h»h lo bat or hyre 
any hoove In Wt jcTli, «hcTc they reVht qutc'ily d*cu and no 
man to dntorbe Of duplarc them } ami ihenn hoate therr poodj 
tan!jotrely and ofety and tK .1 nrythet Gortmot fvor other 
o5<ef ihroU enierretddfe rvqthrf «ith them nor thdf goodi» 
bat, in care they *efe fvot cr coaid n« of there reluct pfouldc 
wlWcni hoaunp that ihen the CorrtTwt ihould atmt them and 
precare for there a tafe and mileti haWiation. 

4 That the OoTcmor 01 Sonit trul other of^cn thoald 
reeeroc and duprerd the tjifliih AmlAiwdor «tth honor and 
wtnk, and tee him •ell hoeted dgnnp hit iiay In Soralt, and 
he (be?) offered no force nor affront to him nor to any of 
mi teniantt, Uit they rnljhl hae Jtoe and pa*\ at ihrer )»lea.turc. 

5- Artd if it ihould tall out that they cemW not aprec •I'llh the 
o*ocr for the houtc they now mldcd In, haoinp paid mony 
before hand, the Crorerttor thould caute the rernayner lo bee 
rtpayd CO the uyd Knphih, 

6. That h thould bee Uwfull for the tayd I n^lith lo Und any 
ton of (oodi and 10 rcUde at their jdcaturc and vpon the land 
« any put to trade, traficMe boy and tell according to their 
•dl , and that the juoec* and ofhctn of the A(fanSicett 
would not d«eync their goodi lonj.rer then lo take account and 
to agree for cunornet at 1^ fotreer treaty and thcrin ihouW pac 
them deapaich, and In no tort nor rnon any pretence tbooW 
»tay or take by force or detcync any of their goods contraric to the 
Owner* will, oor ihould doc them any ln)uric or violence what 
w«er , and that for jcwelU, pearle* and all tom of that nature 
u>ey thould dettuod no cuitome nor duly, and that vpon the 
*ayre to and from their port* no exaction or duty ihould be taken 
^ according to cuitome- 

7 That the tayd English night Hoc In their ownc houtc* and 
accordmg lo thetr owne religion and Uwc*, 
tor that respect no (rovemor, nor other •hould doc 
*Jfront nor in any tort trouble or raoleit there 

.*• “ »ny quarreU or other conlrouerilc whaUocuer cbd 

tmong the engU*h, that the Governor* nor any other oflScei* 
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should not intermeddle, but leaue it wholy to the President of 
their owne nation , and if any English did escape or flye away 
from their obedience and seruice, the Governors should assist to 
take and deliuer him into the hands and power of the English to 
doe in all thing[s] among themselues justice according to their 
owne lawes , but that in case any difference of what kynd soeuer 
happened betweene the English and any moore or Banyan, the 
Governors and other officers in their place should take notice and 
doe justice according to the offence or complaynt of eyther syde 

9 That the Linguist and Brokars seruing the English should ' 
haue free libertye to speake and deliuer any thing in the behalfe 
of their masters, and should haue licence to bargayne, traficque, 
sell, or buy for them, and to doe them any other seruice , and 
for such occasion should not bee subject to any question or/ 
account nor any way prohibited nor molested 

10 That all presents beemg showed at the Custom© house, 
that the officers might avOyd deceipt, beemg chopped by both 
parts, should bee dehuered to the hands of the English to send 
to the Court at their pleasure 

11 That in all causes of complaynt or controuersie the 
Governors and Cazies of the place should doe them speedy justice 
and protect them from all Injunes or oppressions whatsoeuer, 
and should ayd and entreat them as frends with curtesie and 
honor , for that so it is the command of the Great Kyng, who 
hath giuen them his securitie, and that therfore it pleaseth the 
Pnnce to make declaration and confirmation of the sayd treaty 
by this wnting, agaynst which no man shall presume to doe 
contrane 


wntien vnder-neafh 

That which I demand is bare justice andi which no man can 
deny that hath a hart cleare and enclined to nght, and no more 
then the Lawes of Nations doth freely giue to all strangers that 
amue, without any contract , and m no case so much as the 
great kyng doth promise and command If it please the Pnnce 
to Confirme these articles freely and without ill meaning or col- 
lusion and to command that they bee obeyed precisely, I shall 
rest content and shall giue satisfaction to my master and to my 
nation, but if not, and that any part bee refused or wntten 
fraudulently, according to former experiences. Then I desire the 
Pnnce to take knowledge that I wilbe free of my woord giuen 
the great kyng in his presence and of all blame or inconuenience 
that may happen after it, hauing giuen promese vpon these con- 
ditions or els to bee at liberty 

After almost 3 yeares expenence of the pnde and falshood of 
these people, that attended only aduantage and were gouemcd by 
priuat interest and appetite, I was forced to relinquish many 
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poynti often inttitoJ vpon, when 1 could getl noihmg, ond to 
make offer or thctc few ai ihe moil nccetunc 10 «clile a trade 
and whfch might giae the Jeatt offence and might juii with 
eaic, leaning the real to the Generali order of the kjng to rcccme 
)ou»ce frxnn oor rrocurador Generali and ihcrfore teemed 
content and detiucrtd It to the rnncei Diufn^ for contidcr 
aijoo and antwere who excepted almoti ■gaynit all, or agayrut 
all that might tcnie to giac rt cate Hot after many dbpulet I 
went to the Dnnee and had there read and ditcuited the articles 
as followtth 

To the first, U wu wholy agreed tnto 

To the leeond, to lend n fngattt was agreed mlo, but more 
for the defence and Imngiog In of their ownc thlp then for good 
win to Ti j ytl U piii« tttflidcnl for both. Hut In no case 
srould the I nnce consent that wee might land or wcaie armes 
In Suratt First they offered met and my teruantt liberty , after 
for ten merehanli, and to more would not ycild, but that they 
should Icaoe ihrir armet In the Costomc house to bee delioered 
at rttomc, Tbey imUneed the disorder ond ouanebng of our 
people, the offering to ukc Suralt, anno 1616 the erecting a 
and many wo^s poen out that the FngUih would fortcfie 
ihcir house or turymic the Castle with many more foolish 
Jeabtisks arulnc from our ownc faultv So that I consented, to 
eJeare all, to the mnt of ten at a tyme and the merchant* 
r»iding on conation that other articlei were granted wffioent 
for OUT fccttfiiie, and that our people going In defence of their 
goods to any other Inland Cytty mtghi jas* with their armc* for 
their guard agaynst thecuea and eaactlona rpon the way 

To the thud, it was absolotly refused rpon no conditions that 
wee should buy or build a house nor hyre none neare the 
Castle or ypan the water , but that wee should haue giuen ri 
m the Cytty, In conTcnlcnl place, a good, strong and suflGcicnl 
house, one or more u srec needed, wher wee should hue for 
our rent, os wee could agree, and no man should putt ti out 
and that the GoremoT inould set ra fumlsbcd and prouided of 
such habitation to our ownc liking. 

To the fourth. It sras fuHy agreed mla 

To the fifth, it wts agreed mto but wllhaH they declared that 
mat house of Arab tree should not haue vpon any condition* , 
first, because our earnest suiegauethem tuspitionj next, because 
It was the ancient mynl, thirdly, b^usc It stood agaynst their 
and offended the moorcs, especially our people 
pisi^ rudely and doing other filihlnes against the walls, to the 
d^e of the raahomcians, who with rcuerencc reguard their 
holy pla ce * , lastly, because there was a rumor that wee menl 


^ Afial Khin. 


• See p iffj 
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to surprise the said mesquitt and being of stone and flatt at the 
topp it was supposed that wee intended to make pt ?] our fort 
and to annoy the Castle therefrom , which, though it was a most 
fnuoulous, Idle, impossible suspition, yet they averring it arose 
from som rash speeches of some of our owne, they would not 
yeild; and that, seeing they offered us the choyce of all the 
Towne, wee could show no matenall reason why only that house 
would serue us ^ 

To the sixt, It was fully agreed vnlo 

To the seuuenth, it was [ajgreed vnto. 


^ The identification of thevanous factories occupied by the Englisli 
at Surat would be an interesting and useful task for some local 
antiquary Their first abode, the position of which is not indicated, 
was quitted in the middle of 1616 for one belonging to Khoja Ardb, 
“ rented at 600 mamootites per anno, which hath a Coupple of faire 
warehowses .md is made reasonable Comodious for our dwelling, 
though with the smaleste” [^Surat Letter-book^ sd. June 14, 1616, 
see also the agreement in the I O Records {0 C, No 443 i), which, 
by the way, is wrongly dated m the Cal. oj State Papers as Feb 7, 
1617, instead of May 27, 1616] Farewell, in his East India Collation^ 
describes it as having “ an orchard, and pleasant walks vpon the roofe 
(after the Spanish and the Moorish building) ” The situation of this 
building should not be difficult to fix from the particulars here given , 
It had been once the city mint, and was close to the Kilji Masjid, and 
not far from the castle — in about the same position, it would seem, as 
the ruined house now known as the WAlandam kothi (Dutch building), 
which IS reputed to have been once the Dutch factory The possession 
of this substantial dwelling by the English was much objected to by 
the local authonties, as .ippears from the text , indeed, m the quarrels 
which took place in November, 1616, an attempt was made to force the 
English to abandon their “ fort” and live in a thatched house, but this 
was successfully resisted. In July, i6i8, a further endeavour appears to 
have been made to oust them, on the ground that the house was wanted 
for the Prince, “being anciently his Mint” (cp the famnin printed on 
p, 506, and the letter from Afzal Khdn to Surat in I O Records . 

7 Vm/;w, vol 1, p 61) They retained possession, however, till the expiry 

of their lease in the middle of 1619, when they were forced to look out 
for a fresh dwelling, their choice being limited by orders from the prince 
that they were not to be suffered to buy or build a factory, nor to hire 
one near the waterside {O C , No 818) By one of the clauses of the 
agreement concluded m 1625 between Rastell and the chiefs of Surat, 
It was stipulated that the English should be given a lease of Khoja 
Ardb’s house, but whether they ever returned thither is uncertain ; 
nor is It clear which was the factory referred to by Della Valle (1623) 
and Herbert (1626), and the one that was successfully defended 
against Sivaji m 1664 and 1670 Ovington, in 1689, describes the 
factory as a commodious building m the north-west quarter of the 
city, held of the Mogul, who permitted the rent to be spent mostly in 
repairs or augmentations At some later period a move was made 
to the building on the nver bank m the Mulla chaklo (Mulla’s ward), 
which IS still standing and is to-day pointed out as the English 
factory. 
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To the eight, It wa^ agreed mto that in causci of difTcrcnce 
among ourteluo it ihould wholy bee referred to the EncluJi , 
hot in ca« the cootroucnic were with More or Gcniuc, it 
»boutd bee ftfened to the Gorernor or odlcera moj>er to doe 
jtttUce. Dul to dcliucr vp any cngl^h that fled, it was refined, 
Tpon pretence if ihet turned moorc they could not refuse them 
l^e^on , to which I rcplyed that wee would ncucr consent 
that any ihould Icauc his fayth, for under that coulor they might 
robb r» of all our goods. After much contention it waa ycildcd 
mto, because I utterly refused all if that hlicrtye were left to any 
illmynded penors. 

To the ninth, it was fully agreed mla 

To the to. It was agreed mto the preienls bceing opened and 
scene, that rnder coulor of them the Pnnee should not bee 
dcctiocd of his rights, and, sealed, should l>ec dcliucred to the 
Enginh, Hut thcr added that if thetayd pretended presents were 
not giuen, that then (n future tymes they should cjlher pay 
custome or not bee ddiuered to the Knglnh which, though 
most base and in our power to gtuc any or none I consented 
too but cipceally bcou^ ells I could hauc nothing, for these 
presents trouble all our botines. 

To the 1 1 , It was agreed mto. 

Itautng thus gotten what f could, a draught was rrude to this 
effect and puen to the Secretane wnu-r of firmant to bee 
digested Into forme and was scaled and sent mlo met. Bui 
commlng to rcade yt, 1 found prohibition to land with any sort 
ofarines nor no cnglivh in Suratt to wcare nroord, dagger or 
other weapon but a knife, my tcife only ciccpted and nine that 1 
would nominate as my seroanu, and in all other poynls with the 
like falsbood and show of wicked cunning malice, not once 
mentioning free trade nor Hbertye rpon the way to pass without 
cucttoiu, nor any other poml faythfolly sell downc according 
to tneanlnr and good Inleniion, liot mixed with exceptions and 
CauilU to onng os into more danger and trouble. 1 bad taken 
Leaoe of Kyng and Pnnee and could not come to complayne 
Without kaue, and they would olsoknow or fcarc my intendon that 
should aike jt, and so hynder mec. ^\'hc^rpon I sent backe the 
firwuuHf vtterly refusing it, and withall these reasons ensuing 

First, that for this vnwoorthy imjHtlon of our III Inlcnis to 
dttartDC us utterly it was a signe of no frendship, good meaning, 
w Uuour toward us, and for no respect I would take any so 
d«hQ{no}rable conditions, but keepe our armci and Tse them 
*gmst our enemies or any that should wrong us. 

Ncythcr could I see the face of my soucraygne lord the Kyng 
of England and report to him 1 had made peace with the Ghehan 
pet, who had gluen os full libcrtyc of trade, and to that effect 
md written his lettres, and at the same Instance bee contradicted 
by an vndcr treaty wiUi the Prince, for that one of these most 
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needes seeme false and counterfayt, and the later most vnjust 
and such as our enemies could show no more malice, Aat 
eyther wee would be frends as wee ought to bee, or enemies 
declared How could I command my countnmen to draw their 
swoords in defence of the Kyngs and Pnnces ships at sea, which 
I had promised, when the Pnnce will not suffer them to weare 
their armes for their owne defence ? That my Nation were men 
and reguardfull of their honor, and would neuer obey mee that 
had so neglected them, nor doe any seruice for them that so 
mistrusted and disgraced them 

That in the tymes of peace with the Portugalls they neuer 
demanded nor offered any such condition ; nor yet did command 
the like vnto the Hollanders, ^ who were crept m and offered no 
seruice nor assistance to the Kyng, and who in all parts sought 
to gett footing and to build forts, as was expenenced in Mesola- 
paton, Belhgate,- the Moluccaes and other places, but that the 
English neuer desired nor needed any such retraicts, but came 
in peace to traficque in all these parts as merchants vnder the 
protection of the Kyngs or lords of the same 

Tnat hereby wee were exposed vnto the power of all theeues 
and Robbers on the wayes , wee passmg yearly to Amadauaz and 
other parts with great summes of mony and Goods, could not 
keepe them, in a Countne so ill gouerned, with kniues , and that 
It was an infinite shame and scome to the Pnnce to feare that a 
few men could surpnse or take so populous a cytty as Suratt, and 
build forts m an hower, especially wee hauing many pledges of 
our fayth and good meaning in so many parts of Indya by the 
residence of our people and goods, one of whose hues wee would 
not loose for looo moors 

Lastly, that all other poynts agreed vnto were left out or 
falsifyed utterly, which demonstrated ill meaning toward us , and 
that It was more honorable to deale clearly and to prohibitt us all 
trade, giuing us license to depart , which now I only desired, and 
I would soone contract our people, or settle them in Goga and 
Cambaya, vnder the Protection of the Kyng, whose gratious 
grants were to us sufficient secuntie and vnder whom wee were 
assured to hue in safety j for vpon no tearmes I would eyther 
accept this fimian or stay in the port of Suratt, nor goe downe 
to yt, but seeke another way to ship my selfe, and after to doe 
that which was reason , recalling the promise and woord I had 
giuen before the Kyng, and did make protestation that I was 
guiltless of all the euiU that might succeed by this unfaythfull 
dealing 


^ “ Vpon this was sent a fifmaen to disarme the Hollanders, and 
that none of them m Suratt might wear armes, nor other Christian ” 
Marpnal note by Roe. 

* Pulicat, on the Coromandel coast 
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To ihit I added a commUsIon lent to the next flctte to 
(Csarme all the ihlpps and rHptu of the Princes port! (as appears 
bjr the Coppj), which I translated Into Penun and sent with 
these former reasons and protesuilons to the Pnnccs olhccfi and 
the Ort^lnall to Soratt to bee publtthcd there , arid left frmaen and 
all these in the Hands of Afrulchan. 

A day after, rww ccnmlution was called, and m the mght 1 
was lent for and had UnJge dispute rpon all particulars, pro- 
noonfcinj;] that, if any wo^ were wniten of disarming us, I 
woald refuse [it rl and if all the mentioned conditions were not 
dearly granted I would proceed according to the declaration 
made. At last Afiratl chan freelr confessed the irutlv that the 
fmofn was written with no good meaning, showing Ihor fearcs 
moteatbrdge, and wee came to agreement that the clause of 
dlsanmni; should bee left out on thor parts, but that 1 should 
ccwenani that our people should not land In Hostile manner to 
annoy the peace, and many other articles which appears by my 
contract giaen which was ndge d In respect of the In the 
Sea, who had well foUowrf directions* and was the only 
cause whkh drew these to a gi e em enS shwng them the waif 
to iceke justice. Vpon ray agre e ment and Couenanl to which 
»rtlclei aemanded on thetr part, and after many Intrkale and 
p«idcxcd dispotct, a new draught was made of all my dcmarxli, 


* No cooietBporary copy of this contract has been p reserved. 
Ti^ Is, howoTtr at the ladu Office ( TTnra/frr voL 11 what appears 
to b^ transcript of II made In 17R9, which nms as follows — 

T^ Cause of this wriilnr Is that Sir Thofros Roe, Ambassador o( 
the King of England, hath hi* won) and faith for the BDslaess 
andcnmtten fai certain Ankles that It shall be accordingly performed.* 
fh^«»«That the Enrtsh shaft not befld any House u or about 
MTsu wtihout kare obu&ed of the King t but only hire a coPTco l eot 
for their Merchants and Mcrchudise, In which they sluD abMc 
tin Ships amre.* ^ 

r L Goods that come in the SW^ that may serve 

wtte KiDj;*s ns^be bid or cooceakd from the Officers of the Haven 
And for soch things as the Covemor will boy for the 
pleasure, K they cannot artte open the prke, they [shall H be 
sealed on wUh the Officers* and sent to the Co^ to the English 
tbert reridlBg who shall shew them 10 the King and If be shall like 
them they shall agree of Pr^ Farther, that no Man shall tooch or 
“ 7 those thln« ^t shaft be broogbt for Presents to the 
w Prince i hot that they shaft be brought ontocdied to the 
«'®yltth Ambassador at the Court to denver to the King 

Lastly, that during the abode of the English at Soratt they shall 
_ oo. wtoug or hurt to any, bot shaft pay the Dues and Cufioms 
heretofore j and on these conditions h shaft be lawful for 
to come and go freely in ibo same manner as the King’s 
’^r other Chrislhini that abide there." 

£n*0nt((i Articka reoDl r d by Soltan Coro nn e, and signed by 
» See p. 494- 
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and anew agreed vnto, with promise that, now they had receiued 
satisfaction by my reasons and opening the course of our trade 
and intents, they would satisfy the Prince and procure confir- 
mation with loyall and true meaning, and that, all jealousies layd 
aside and forgotten on both parts, wee should hue in full 
quiett and peace and bee receiued as frends, and justice done 
in all our occasions , with many protestations of fayth and com- 
plements, not to bee hoped after in performance 

The next day, Afzull chan sent to mee that he had acquaynted 
the Prince at lardge with this Conference and the Contract on 
my part, which had giuen him satisfaction, and that he had 
commanded to giue me a firmacn according to my desire, and 
professed fayth and good obseruance in all poynts , desired that 
I would make ready that on my part vnder my seale , and to 
show his true dealing had therwith sent me a draught of the new 
firmaen, which the Pnnce had yeilded too, with a warrant sealed 
to the Secretane to pass it accordingly and that now I might 
bee assured of good meaning And it was the first tyme that 
euer I could gett sight of any firmaen before it was passd, they 
alwayes giuing what they please 

I caused this draft to bee translated, and found it according 
to promise, effectuall in most poynts according to their formes 
and stile, and no matenall thing left out, and written clearly and 
nghtly, only some clause inserted, not much to purpose, for 
which I was not willing to haue a new brawle, and the Pnnce 
gone I tooke one coppy and sent the other to the Secretane 
with warrant to pass yt ^ 


^ Jahdng^r left Ahmaddbdd for Agra early m September, 1618, and 
m the same month Roe took his departure for Surat — probably about 
the 26th, on which date a payment to him is entered in Biddulph’s 
books At Surat he seems to have been treated with respect, and a 
suitable dwelling assigned to him, in accordance with the “articles” 
given above , for Terry, after descnbing (p 201) the pleasant abodes 
of the native functionanes, with their gardens, tanks, and bathing- 
places, adds “ in such a Garden-house with all those accommodations 
about It my Lord Ambassadour lay with his company at Surat the 
last three moneths before he left East India ” 

'Egerton M S 2086 (Bnt Mus ) contains at £F 47, 49 and 50, three 
letters of Roe’s which belong to this penod. The first and longest, 
dated December 14, 1618, is apparently addressed to Brown at 
Ahmaddbdd The second is wntten to Capt Bonner (the commander 
of the 1618 fleet, which had arrived on September 20), and bears 
date the i6th of the same month The third is to Heynes, reproving 
him for being “so busy a factor for all men,” and not attending 
more to the Compan)^s business , this is dated December 17 
Apparently all three were signed by Roe, but only in the case of the 
first has the signature escaped destruction Their mutilated state 
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To TiiE Govcrmor or MoatA. 

(I 0 Records O C,, No 755 ) 

Honorable and preat Goaemor of the Port of Mocha, Raja 
health artd Greeting. 

1 rcccjucd xour Honourable Irtircs* mlh much}©/ by the Hands 
of loscph Salbanck and Edward Heynes, who doc gioc great 
testemooie of your Noble disposition and good offecuon to our 
Nation, whenn you showc YOur sclfc to bee a woortby and dbercet 
Man. Thcf bath alway irccnc good rtspondence and Amclye 
bctwccnc hii Makaiic of England and the Grand Sintor, and it 
IS reason all their good subiccts should by all mcane* maynteyne 
It , and wheras cnleteourac and tra^que Is the Pnndpall bond of 
Ametye, wee doe dewer on our Paris to resort yearly to your 
Port, thcr to trade In loue and frendshfp as honest MerclunU, not 
dousing but you will confirtne the Pnun^gc* by you bstjrare 
granted and procure the Iibe and more Ample uom the Grand 
Sinior and his Viceroy the Honourable Pashaw of Synan,* 
wberby wee may bee encouraged to Bnng yon all sorts of Como- 
diues, as well from Europe as spices from the Sowtluml and doth 
from Irvda, by whkh means your Pott wilbe more Cunotn and 
become the Mart of all Asb and thb I promise yon in the 
Honor of hit Maiestle of England that wee meane uythfully to 
pcrfoftne and to keepe your leaes and Potu from aD troubles to 
our vllmost, and not to molest nor doc Inlune to any People or 
Merchants your Attics trading to your Putt (the Portogalli, onr 
Tiler Enemies, only excepted), but to maynteyne with yon a firme 
and true leat^ 

According to your detjer I haoc sent vnto you the same men 
that last ycarc were with you, dcsicrlng yon to recdue them as 
frends and to suffer them qdettly rpon the Coodlttons agreed 


makes them ddBcuIt to decipher but they teem to contain notbmg 
of Importance. 

One or two iaodentt of Roes stay at Sorat axe referred to on 
p. 517, and In the extracts from the Court Minutes given later 
t Bioughi home by the Anne to her voyage the prenous year ^ec 
p 495), letter which is m the I O Records (O Cj tio, 6S1I 

assures Hoe of the covernops wish to be fnends with the EngfUii 
nation and to afford th^ every advantage for trade. It was aco»d 
Ingly arranged that the Afrn should be despatched to Mocha, and 
riie sailed (carrying the above tetter) In company with the A/tm and 
the rest cif jkmners fleet on February 17 As vnll be seen from the 
Cmlaular 0/ State Pofm (£. IndUs\ these attempU to open tro trade 
with the Red Sea led, oiler Roe’s departuie, to farther trooWes for 
the Surat fidofs, owing to »be complahils of the nauve merchanU 
that the English were damaging their commerce m this direction. 

* Sana. 
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on to land their goods and to sell them and reship themselues 
at their Pleasure Herein you shall doe according to your 
Honourable Name and procure great proffitt and quiett to your 
Port 

The great God of Heaven and Earth make your Honor to 
Encrease 

From Suratt, February 16, in the yeare of lesus the sonne 
of God i6i8[-i9j 


The Factors at Suratt to the Company.^ 

(I O Records O C, No 777 ) 

Surat, the 12 th March, 1618 [-19] 
Per the Bull wee Certefie[d] you directlie and truly the 
tearmes itt [“ our residence ”] then stood on , which since as per 
Coppies of our registers per the Ann (wherto for more Ample 
relation of sundne affaires wee referred you) you will perceaue 
the poore remedie wee haue receaued, not only of our former 
Injunes butt many others since, and therby alsoe be ascer- 
tained of the meane grace his lordship stood in with this King 
and prince, that, after 3 yeares attendance, att his departure by 
earnest intercession could not procure the guifte of a house nor 
ground nor lycence to build vs a habitation nor soe much as 
Continue vs in this, from whence (our tyme neerely expired) wee 
shortly expect to bee remooued Wee haue already sought oute 
and obteyned from the Govnner another , but these Cheefes will 
not Consente wee shall haue any nere the waterside , and elce- 
where, in the inner parte of the towne, there is not any strong 
nor for vs convemente, excepte such as belonge to Bannyanes, 
who will nott lett them Soe where to be accomodated, as yett 
wee know nott 

The depts remaymng at Courte and manner of his lordships 
lycence you haue no doubt receaved relation from them presente. 
What hee heather brought for the establishing of your trade (his 
Capitulations refused, as per our laste advised) was only a firmatn 
from the King- and another from the Pnnce , the first gennerall, 
for our reception and Continuation in his domynyons, as many 
others (more ample) heeretofore receaued, the latter particuler 


^ Roe left Surat m Captain Shilling’s vessel, the Anne, on February 
17, 1619 {0 C , No 817) 

This partmg shot from Kemdge and his associates (Biddulph, 
Rastell, and Giles James) is given partly because it shows their 
continued hostility to Roe, m spite of his endeavours to smooth 
over previous differences, and partly because it mentions one or two 
additional particulars of the events of his stay at Surat 
* Cp pp 524, 558 This fuTTudn is not extant 
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for Ihu porle of SaralL The Fruicts which both hauc produced 
you nuy plcaie to pcrccaoe by yotir goods dctenllcm these tix 
months in Costomcbouic and yctt vnrclcaced, and our dwt^iog 
Tppon cucnr IriuUU humor tubtcct to Ouogc , wberoli att hli 
coming to Saratt, ditccmlng the discomodcUcs, hec cMeauored 
by letter* nnd presents to the king prince and nobMly to 
rdecuc rtf and reccaued another firnaen from the Pnnee to as 
little purpose os the former whctby Itt Is cuhJent they baue 
commaunds of londne ktndcs and know which toobay, other 
wise the pnnccs scuntye Could not be jested with by bU 
servants. The Consideration and Uite ir^l wherof Caused a 
Ocerer s^hl of the Omission paste, and hlmselfe to propose the 
iunck* detention next yeare,whenn by rtasonof ihemanydifficulue* 
bedng opposed, bee lefte Itt to the discretion off Counccll (If not 
rclccucd tn the premises), whoc will not easiBc bee induced to 
attempt itt without expretse order from your wonhips to warrant 
Itt, aswell for the aiTance you had in bit lordships wisedome, 
who though hee had authentic, Could not bee induced therlo 
hlmselfe, as the Kings present remote residence,' which perhapps 
through the ttoplng of your bulinessc err the questions decyded 
might cause many incontcnlcnces and expose the actors to more 
then H ContcnlCTl for them to hasard. at may please you ther 
fore well to Consider this poJnle The debts are mUkely to be 
»oonc recovered, and these are a people that cuibd wilbe brou^t 
to anjf reason and if suiTefed In their owne wayys mw insolente 
and insuppcruble, which they eaerdse not on the PortlngalU, 
that incroaiihclh asmuch on them, pcTmlit none of their shipps 
to taclc without lescnce, and cuen now since the Anns de- 
parture hauc Forced the Goga junck, appeitaincing to the 
bdoued Queene, to nay them 6eooo namp^a for Custome 


bdoued Queene, to pay them 65000 mampc/a for Custome 
to the portc of Dieu (an ontlent dulie), which, itriulng to In- 
fringe, lostc her voyage the lastc yearc, and made greate shew 
off warn, yett after mudt Contcimon hnue submlttw againc to 
the yoake. 

In this shipp [the Anns] is returned Sir Thomas Roe, to whom 
wee hauc deliucred a box sealed, Maled and Couered, Contaimog 
the Accoumptf, letters and reghters and invocces and sundrie 
other wnteings, both from this and the Agm Factory, directed 
vnlo your worihins, which wee hope hec will safely ddhicr in 
the same Condition others of your seruanta, distrusting that 
convayance,* haue delluercd theirs to Captain ShilHng, master 
of the shipp. 

' Jahingir on learteg AhmadiWd, proceeded to Fatehpor Sfkn, 
near Agra and thence, in October, 161^ started for Kashmir 

• The Innuendo shows the malignant feelingiwith which Roc was 
regarded by the factors. 
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In his Ixirdships Company is alsoc gone home Gabnell 
Towrcson and Richard Steele, his wife, and Mistress Huddson' 

Roe to the President at Bantam " 

(Public Record OfTicc Holland Correspondence^ 29 May, 1619) 

Coppy of the wntmg I gauc to Fredcncque Hoftman to bee 
dchucrcd to the President of the English in East Indya 
Sir, 

Meeting here with Fredeneque Hoftman, Admirall of a 
fleete of eleven ships of Holland bound for Bantam, but now two 


* Mrs Towerson had elected to remain behind with her relatives, 
and she afterwards ga\e some trouble to the Agra factors by her 
applications for the loan of mone^ “ until her husband’s return ” He, 
how’e\er, had cvadcntly no intention of rejoining her, for in January, 
1620, he sought for and obtained employment as a pnncipal factor 
for the Moluccas As already mentioned, while holding this post he 
was exe'fcuted by the Dutch at Amboyna, in February, 1623. 

Steel, his projects having completely failed, had judged it best to 
return His reception by the Company was a cold one, for “he 
was much condempned for his \nworthie carnage abroad, hauing 
perfourmed nothing that was intended and resolued of at his departure, 
but hath brought home a great priuate trade, put the Company to an 
cxtraordinaryc charge by a wife and children, and wronged my Lord 
Embassador bv a false and surmised contestation and arrogating a 
higher title and place to himself then e\er was intended” (Court 
Mtnutesy September 17, 1619) His offers of service in October, 1623, 
were declined , but later on he was more successful, and in January, 
1626, was once again in the employment of the Company He desired 
to return to the scene of his former employment, but was sent instead 
to Bantam The last fact recorded concerning him is a resolution of 
the Court, in 1627, to recall him for pnvate trading 

Mrs Hudson also came in for censure, as she, after going out at 
the Company’s expense and liMng in India in their house for fi\e 
months, had brought home a considerable amount of private trade 
However, after some delay, she was allowed, by the intercession of 
her fnends, to have her goods on payment of thirty pounds for freight 

* Pnnted in the Calendar of State Papers (East Indies), 1617-21. 
Preface, p xxxi This letter, wntten from the Cape, explains itself 
Roe’s action m thus advising the factors at Bantam of the negotiations 
proceeding in London between the Dutch and English was com- 
mended by the Company “ for a very wise and worthy course” (Court 
Minutes, September 17, 1619) His earnest wish for the settlement of 
the differences between the two nations is reflected in a letter from 
Van Ravesteyn (the Dutch chief at Surat) to his employers, under 
date of February 14, 1619 (I O Records Hague Iranscnpts, 
senes l, vol iii. No cxv) After mentioning Roe’s courtesy to him, 
both at Ahmad^b^d and at Surat, he says “ I found him a very peace- 
lovinpf man, who is very sorry for the differences between us and the 
English, and would gladly see an agreement amved at Roe has 
asked him to wnte to recommend the settlement of these troubles, and 
has undertaken, for his own part, to do his utmost to bnng this about 
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onljr In compaiw of good force and well manned, the rest du 
pcnxd on ihc Coaft of England, wee haue had tome conference 
about the bad humors bc^nn betwixt m In Indjx Hec pro- 
fesseth affections of peace and that he hath no instructxms to the 
contnne and avoweth the arriuall and reception of the state* 
commfssfoncTi In England to treat an accord. Wee haue agreed 
muluallt to send our adulces, I to you by him, he to hi* Generali 
by the JJetirtf of what wee hearc and that it Is probable an mlon 
wdbc made, hereby on both tides to preuenC If possible, any 
farther occaslofu which will not bee so eascly quendied. If 
you fynd m effect os much as he professeth, a roan of his place 
and auihontyc may much adoance our desires, so It may bee done 
with due respects oJf Honor and the companies scrulce. So 1 
commHl you to God 

Tho. Roe. 

Master Barwlckc,' Admlall of * good ships, the Mirr and 
S/arr, ready to depart, the 1 1 May, 1619. 

CoiniT MfKUTB Of TnE East Ikoia Compaky* 

(I 0 Records.) 

i Stffewif^ t6t9.<*»A lettre was red, written by Sir Thomas 
Roe from riymoath,* another from Andr^ ShlDmg, Master and a 


A letter fiom Tiko, dated Norctnber 10, 1619 (0 C, No. 8iaX 
Slate* that ** my Lord Rowe would hatic laVtu two Fkmhhc shipps, 
had 001 Master Banrldcc informed my Lord that some of the Com- 
mlrtlc* told him at Cmaesctxl that He mighte boldly reporte that 
TOUT worships and the nemlng* were tjfreed and another letter 
from the same place and of the same date^ C, Na 8ai) say* that 
**had noil those in the Brart persuaded Sir Thomas Roe that peace was 
concluded whh the Hollanders, hec had resolned to haue taken four 
(tit) bedUnd shipps at the Cape, which hee might easDy haue done, 
they comming in butt one and one. wee hanlnc three good shipps 
well manned in the Roade. It It, nowerer hi^y Improbable that 
any such action was contemplated tw the ambassador t nor does hit 
letter bear out the sUtcmeni that Barwick had made him belitre 
ihatwace was actually concluded. 

' The commander of the J 3 e^. to whom a copy of this letter was 
entrusted for dtlirery The original, as aborc staled- was given to 
the Dutch admiral, who hiroderf to Roe In return a similar notlfica 
tkm to be transmitted to the Dutch chief (see Cerrejp^ as above, 
and Dom, Cerrttp^ Jme. / toL ord. No*. 19, 191)* Hannck had 
come out to India in the tame fleet a* Roc (tee p. 4). 

* Screral references to Roe and Ws embassy hare been omitted as 
not of sufficient Importance for quotation- 

* This letter dated *9th August, U not extant butth«l*anabstrart 
of H in the Factory Kecords (fifistfilmruput, voL 1). at the India 
Office. From this we learn that Roe stated that be had letUed 


3 9 * 
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third from Master James Bag, deputye for the Farmers^ ther, all 
,of the 29th August last, Giumg to vnderstand of the arryuall of 
the Antic m the Soundings at Plymouth from the East Indies, 
the shippe and the men in good estate, wher they are supplyed by 
Master Bag with money and all thinges necessarye,- so as they 
are readie to take the advantage of the first faire wynd that shall 
blowe to bring them to the Downes, And by Sir Thomas Roe 
ther was a generall tast guien of the estate of ther affaiers as they 
are soiled at Surat, Persia and Moha in the Red Sea (a place of 
excellent hopes for Trade), And expectation of the retoume of 
the Expedition^ with Pepper, by the blessings of God, according 
to his direction and order taken \vith Captain Bonner for the 
lading of her vppon the Coast and dispatching her away, which 
he expected should haue bene that he might haue found her here 
now at his coming. 

This Court aduismg how to ease my Lord Embassador at his 
coming to the Downes (finding his resolution to contynue abourd 
vntill he may haue som other of sort to whose care to surrender 
his charge), They resolud to send downe 2 of the Comittees 
Resoluing to haue a Caroch sent downe to bnng him to Graues- 
end, wher some others shall meete him to accompanie him to 
London, with 2 barges that shalbe sent thether 

15 September y 1619 — A letter was red written from the Downes 
by Master Styles and Master Abdye^ of the [ ] of this instant, 

gluing notice of the arryuall of the Anne m the Downes, the 


privileges and had left all in good order at Surat , had re-settled trade 
in Persia, and had initiated a profitable commerce with the Red Sea ; 
and, finally, had “ procured the Magoll to banish all the Portugales from 
all his ports, but contynued not ” {sic) Of the voyage, he mentioned 
that he met the Bear and the Star at the Cape, and that those two 
vessels sailed for Bantam on the same day (15th May) that the Anne 
departed for England St Helena was reached on the first and 
quitted on the sixth of June, after which they were twelve weeks 
getting home They were much troubled by contrary winds, and 
their biscuits were “ bad, dirty, and rotten so that this part of the 
voyage must have been attended with great discomfort From 
passages m the Court Minutesy it would appear that there was some- 
thing like a mutiny on board- 

^ Of the Customs 

* Master Bag was presented with a piece of plate m acknowledg- 
ment of his services {Court Minutes, November 9, 1619) 

® One of the ships of the fleet in which Roe went out , subse- 
quently despatched again to India with Bonner’s fleet of 1618 She 
never returned to England, for she was captured at, Tiku by the 
Dutch m October, 1619, and when released and sent to Japan she 
foundered in a storm m Firando harbour 

* The two “committees” who had been appointed to take over 
charee of the ship from Roe. 
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landing of my Lord Embaxsadour and intenU of Wi daylie 
loumcycs lo Graaescnd, whoxc charges Ihty had defrayed with 
hb Ladles orrd such u came to mcete him, whcrvppon it was 
rcsotud to haoc a letter rctoumd in aunswer to approue of their 
procedmges and discretions and to wish them to contynue the same 
course to defray the capencci s-ntlU his retoume to London, And 
to giue knowledge that Master Dcpotle,^ Sir John Mcmcke, Sir 

i ohn ^\oUtenholme, Sir WlUlam Russell, Master Alderman 
laliday, Master Alderman Hamtnlye, Master Threasurer* 
Master Lcate, Master Bdl, Master Ven, Master Handford, 
Master Oflcy Master Carway, Master Westrowe, Master Kirby 
and diren others of the Comtiicc* (who were all entreated, so 
many as shalbe willing! purposed lo be at Grausend to morrowo 
about 10 of the Oocke to coriduct bu Lordship to London 
And resolud to haue a dossen coaches readle at Tower !Vharfe 
to cany Wm to his house, Appointing John Cappur to go away 
presently with a letter to Ro^ester and rttooroe back [loj Graua- 
end that night to bespeakc breakfast thcr if th» shah so resolue. 

17 Se^/rtnAr, i6iq — Master Alderman Hahday* hauiog Yciy 
kfndlr proferd my Lord Embassador his house, the Company 
pue him great lhankes for his fauor thenn, And rescind to beare 
the charge of his entertaynment Tnlin he shall haue bene and 
delivered hb Message mto his Majesne. 

as Seftfwth<r i6t9,»Hu Malestle haulng appointed my Lord 
Embassador to attend him at ^Vhllehall on Friday next to 
recehe hb aunswer of hb Embassage and ptesenU, My Lord 
derired Master Gouetnor, Master DepuUe and some of the 
Comitlees to accotnpanie him thether, who promised their pre- 
sence accordingicy 

John Chamhctlain to Sir Duulty CARuron 
(jD^« S/afi Pap<rs^Jae /, voL cx, Na 94-) 

s October, 1619. 

The King was here yesterday at IVhltehall, but b now 
gon to TibalU [Theobalds] He came from Hampton-Coort, 
where Sir Tbomas Rowe presented him with two antelopea, a 
stnunge and beautifull kind of reddeare, a rich tent, rare carpets, 
certain rmbrcllaet and such like tnnekets from the great moguL 
For ought I hearo he hath not proulded 10 well for himself as 


* Maurice AWwt. * Wnitam Hairboo. 

• Wniliiin HallWay or Holliday Aldennaa, 1617 13, and Sberi^ 
1617 18. He had mamed a courin of Rotfa, Sosatma, daughter of 

Sir Henry As already mentioned, after her husband’s death she 

became the second wife of the Earl of Warwick. Halliday was 
Goreroor of the Company from i6ai till hb death (14th March, 
1 ( 04 ). 
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was thought at first, ^ but must relic vpon the Companies liber- 
alitie. 1 haue little acquaintance with any of them, so that I 
cannot promise much m theyre behalfe ; but when Sir Dudley 
Digges comes to towne, I will set him on work, who is graaous 
among them and vnderstands theyre courses and I know wilbe 
redy to do any goodc office in whatsoeucr may concern you 

Court Minutes of the East India Company. 

(I. O. Records.) 

25 September^ 1619 — Sir Thomas Roc hauing bene with his 
Maiestie and giucn account of his Embassage, It was made 
knowne that he doth purpose likewise to come and giue satis- 
faction to this Court of his procedings and seruice perfourmed 
and will delyver vpp some lomalls and accounts which he hath in 
his custodye 

Sir Thomas Roe hauing taken a survey of all the seuerall dis- 
positions of the Companies factors at Surat and those parts, with 
the bad and yell fill ?J qualities of many of them, some of which 
he hath delyuered very sparinglye, and remytted many wrongs 
comitted by them against him ther (as by the sequell he hath 
manifested in prefernng some of them aboue their ment before 
others of better parts), It was found notwithstanding that some 
of them haue most baseley and iniuriouslye requited him by 
traducing him in their lettres and wnghting most bitterly and most 
inuectiuely against him, amongst which lohn Browne- and William 
Biddulph are noted to excede in the highest measure, putting 
vppon him as much as malice can possibly inuent, with all the 
spitefull disgrace that may be, most of the factors ther being 
loyned in a confederacy amongst themselues, being lelous that 
any strange eye should obserue orlooke into their accounts, being 
growne to great matters in estate, many of them being worth a 
thowsand pounds apeece (as is said), gayned by lending and 
exchanging the Companies monyes and by such other courses 
as they do practise The Companie thought it necessary ther- 
fore to seeke to preuent those mischeifes in tyme and to consider 
of some perticlers of greatest consequence, take the examinations 
of as many as can be gotten, to be lustified vma voce, that if any 

1 On the II th of the previous month Chamberlain had written to 
Carleton that “ Sir Thomas Rowe is come home rich, they say, from 
the East Indies” {ibid , No 54) 

A casual mention of Roe’s return “ m a ship worth, by report, 
160,000/’’ occurs m a letter dated the i6th September, 1619, printed 
m the Court and Times of James J (1848), vol 11, p 190 

® John Brown’s letter was read at the Court meetings of the 28th 
September and ist October, and was severely censured as “a most 
indiscrete scandalous inuectiue against Sir Thomas Roe little 

better then a libell ” Roe, who was present, magnanimously praised 
Brown’s ability and honesty. 
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filjbood can be prcmed or base and disgraceful! tearmea Tied by 
them of the Compamo (as is enfounn^) tbcjr may be poniiht 
and tome leuerc coarse put In execution against tnem withoat 
Cmottr, to the example of othera, appointmg Master ’F.Wum to 
drawe the heads of all those complaints into a booke that they 
may be the more reodie to charge them with hereafter, and 
amon^ other things to looke out Fanlands lettrc, who wnghts 
they kepe a comonwealth amongst them seluea but for the 
persons themselaes it was held 6t and to resolad to gleane oat 
the most culpable and to send for them home by de g re es vntill 
all shall be weded thervce, and to be carefoU that they be not 
permitted to get those their estates out of the Companies hands 
TTilfll they may recoue satisiactioa for then- honest gaining of them 
38 Stfftmier 1619, — Sir Thomas Roe hanmg brought home 
nndrye papers and accounts with other consultations, which do 
conceme the Componie, himself and some other men, He was 
willing to leane tb^ desiring only to haue them pat into a 
Chest by themselaes and kept apart without any o^eis to be 
mingled amongtt them, that, if occatxm be, they may be sene opart 
at any time, ^e motion was approved and ordered to be so pat 
Tpp, with notice taken of them, written vppon and numbcied 
6 Odaixr, 161a. — Sir Thomas Roc,desinng to gme the Company 
sotisCKtion of ^ procedings since his goeing into the East 
Indies, first gaue to vndetxta^ in what a dtfpenite case be found 
the fa^iyes at Sunit, Amadamu and elswber m the Mogores 
Countryc procUroadons out against them to prohibite them of 
all trade and to depart the land, which at his coming to Court he 
caused to be reuolrt and procured ftrmatns to commaund their 
acccptaunce and frendly entertaynment, prouiDg ogainst the Pnnee 
hlmwlf that those things hart bwc done without aucthoritye from 
the King and by wicked subornation to haue orerthrowne the 
trade of the English Assuring the Company that now by a faire 
and gentle course held and go^ coirespondenae and obsmiation 
of the Gouemour in some reasonable sort they may haue as Cure 
a paaage of their boysines os can be expect^ or desired 
Making it appeare what a profrt may be hoped for and had by 
the trade Into the Red sea, wber articles arc confirmed with 
pnmlcdges for trade and fr^ome thereof and capitulations set 
downe srith the Gouemour of Sinan and of Moha, that for any 
coaiodhies which may be caryed thether (wherof he hath mtel- 
hgence of the particlets vendible) ther may be raisd of the 
wont antum tro amio which comodityes to seme those Pirts 
may be furnisht to the valewre of 10,000/? for [from?] Surat withOTt 
praudice to the Pnnee his ihippc, and 30,00^ worth from Dabul 
and the Ports therabouti At which place of Moha Ca pmm e 
Shining acknowledgd that be was most kindly vted ther alTum 
ing that ther la as much secunUe ther for their goods as can be 
expected, which they dare not go about to infringe or attempt 



524 


THE EMBASSY OF 


[1619 

any thing to giue distast And seing those of Surat cannot trade 
saufely thether without the Company of the English into the Red 
sea, wher it is said that Trade is for two Millions yearely, they 
wilbe glad of the companie of the English for many reasons 
delivered, which shippe of theirs retouming is of very great 
valewe, hauing 1000 of their people in her, wilbe as a pawne and 
assurance for the good vsage of our people at Surat And this trade 
in tyme may be enlarged by the English as other comodityes 
may be gotten from sundry other places of the Indies, and wilbe the 
life of the Surat and Persia Trade to supply both those places with 
monye which trade being brought to good perfection, he hopeth 
they wilbe carefull to preserue and contynue it notwithstanding any 
discouragment that may be obiected by the factors at Surat, who 
are vnwilling to haue that Trade prosper (as is collected by many 
circumstances) Lastly, he made knowne that he recouered all 
the extortions which had bene exacted by sundry vniust Gouer- 
nors that yeare and the yeare before and had left all matters in a 
good, setled and peaceable course, drawing out 2 1 Articles, most 
of which he procured the King to confirme and got sundry firmaens 
graunted for Fnggots to be delyuered fumisht to the English for 
ther defence against the Portugalls (who, as was delyuered, were 
prepanng an Armado against the English), Together with many 
other pnuiledges which he thought as much in generall as he 
could expect or desire , And recouered all debts, leauing none 
in the Countrye but only one of a Banyan who was the kings 
pnsoner , And yet for him he hath the kings promise to 
force him to pay the said debt or else to delyuer the partie 
dead or aliue vnto their hands And last of all he caused a list 
to be red, which he had drawne, of the remaynders in the 
Countrye at his coming away, both mony in specie at the seuerall 
factoryes, what good debts and comodityes that would drawe in 
so much mony within the compase of such a tyme, and what of 
those things were appomted to make prouisions readie for the 
Lyon against the next yeare. Together with a note of the 
remaynders of all the generall goods in the Country, And what 
IS ordered to be prouided for the Southwards, Persia and Moha 
And hauing made this generall relation (which gaue very good 
content and satisfaction). The Company intended to meete at 
some speciall tymes with him to viewe all his notes and wnghtings, 
sort them, endorse them, and put them to be kept in their seue^l 
places, wher they may be found hereafter vppon any occation to 
vse them 

18 October^ i6ig — Sir Thomas Roe motioning to haue an 
end of matters by degrees betwixt the Company and him, desired 
to haue it first seene and knowne what seruice he hath perfoumied 
m setling some Trades and Factoryes at Moha [in] the Red Sea 
and in the Mogores dommions at Surat, Amadauaz and other parts, 
which may best be discemd by the consultations that haue bene 
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bad about tho»c nultcn, whidi he dcsJred might now be red 
The Company were willing to lay by all other matten to heart 
the same And entreated those Omittecs that were formerly 
desired (Sept 17)' to confer with Sir Thomas Roc, to ace hu 
accorapu, aadyt and perfect them, And the uld Comiitees to sit 
with him at *ome conoenicnt tymes, hearc hU opinion of the 
estate of their affaires abroad, take notice of all nls wnghtln^ 
brought home, tort them and endorse them and put them m 
senenll boxes according lo former order and whatsoever else 
may be neccssaryc and conoenyent to be mdcrsiood for the 
gcncran good of the Trade. 

Sundry Contulutlon* being red out of a booke* by Sir Tbomas 
Roc hda at Sural and eUwhcr concerning many maitera of icucrin 
natures and qtialities, In one of them it did appeare what care he 
lookc to tauc and preuent a great charge they formerly ranne 
Into by lendmg vpp mony by C^noye vnto Amadauai, but caused 
retoumei to be nude thcrof by Dills, wherby mneb ha raid and 
daungcr shalbe preuented atxi great charge taued that formerly 
was wastfuliy expended Ai oIm how the Persian trade was to 
be supplycd, Together with many other matters of great con 
sequervee. 

blr Thomas Roe rrude knowncthai Pursers formerly rcccyuJng 
mony from the Factors on shore did neuer ddyuer any aceompts 
of the dfabufsJng therof wherby ther was oppononiiye to deedne 
the Coo)any of great somes, which abuse he caused to be 
reformed, Appolntmg the rutsers to delyuer vpp accompt of 
soch somes rcceyued, how and vppon what the same was disburst, 
and the remaynder at each Port delyuercd vpp with the account 
vnio the said betors. And finding Steeles account to be cxiia 
ordmaryc (as he conccyued), be excepted directly against some of 
hk dematmds and referd hu whole accompt vnto the Considcraijon 
of the Company here to be altered and approued as they shall sec 
cause, Together with some other qucstioiu concerning him, as 
■ppereth ^ that consullatkm whJ^ things Master EUam was 
apMlntcd to take notice ot 

In a consuliaikm held the iilh of January, i6i8[ 19^ It was 
rcsolud to haue my Lord Embassador go downe to SsrtDey to con- 
clude wHh the Maryneti for the Prise gtJods taken f wber be finding 
tome dhTensBce In the Inooyccs of the Priie* goods, made a prakure 
of the goods, whi^ be sent vnto the Company and knowo how 
much diffeTcncc ther Is from the BOls of Udmg taken In the 


> “ Master Goaeroor, Master Deputy Sir Dudley Dictcs. Sir Join 
Wolstcnholme, Master Alderman HaTiday Master Sbenn Hamerslej 
Master Tbrea su r cr Master DeP, and Master Handford. 

* No l«igcf ortanL 

• ApparcoUy the captures made by the Exfiemtim 00 ber way 
Persia (sec p. 4^). 
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Pnzes, which he hath in the onginall . In that consultation 
[February i, 1619] Sir Thomas Roe lymiting to ech factone how 
many horses and seruants were fit to be kept, therby to abbndge 
the extraordinary expence and charge of the great number of 
vnnecessary seruants that had formerly bene kept, allowing the 
factors a competent number to attend them when their occations 
drawe them abroad 

20 October^ 1619 — Sir Thomas Roe reading some other Con- 
sultations held in the Indies about the buysines of Mocha, 
with directions and enstructions to the Merchant employed thether, 
as also to the Master of the Lion to make further search vnto 
Prester Johns Countrye, Together \vith some other enstructions 
to William Biddulph how to cary himself at the Court, and other 
passages of great consequence for other places, seriouslye con- 
sidered of and ludiciouslye set downe and directed for the 
Companies good in the future charge of the buysines, The 
Company approued of them as necessarye and fitting and therfore 
were of opinion and resolud to haue them confirmed by wnghting 
vnto their factors, which will ad reputation vnto Sir Thomgs 
Roe, as he hath deserued 

Vppon reading of the last Court, w'henn the buysines concerning 
Sir Thomas Roe were referd to certaine Comittees, By reason of 
some exceptions taken the consideration of his gratification was 
w’holie left vnto this Court to be thought vppon and determynd as 
they should thinke fit and conclude, to take away all exceptions 
abroad 

22 October^ 1619 — Master Tirrye the Preacher hauing brought 
home 121 peeces of Callicoes, forw'hich he now’ had his mony for 
readie fraight [? fraight readie] according to the appointment of the 
Comittees, He desired fauour for the same Sir Thomas Roe 
comended him much for his sober, honest and ciuill life thcr and 
that theis Callicoes were his whole meanes he hath The Company, 
heanng so good reports giuen of him and being willing to encourage 
men of his fashion in weldoing, were contented to pas oucr this 
fault, and to remit the said fraight vnto him, giuing him leaue to 
take them away, he hauing aunsw’ered the Custome And wheras 
he had disbursed a matter of 14// in Bookes more then the mony 
he receyued for ymprest, which 14// is also charged vppon his 
account, and that he gauc aw'ay most of those bookes vnto the 
factors in the Countrie, as Sir Thomas Roc affirmed, The 
Company were therfore pleased to remyt the said 14 //, And 
ordered to haue his accompt freed from the same ‘ 


• Wc here take lca\c of the Rc\ Edward Terry, whose quaint 
narrative has been so often laid under contribution in the preceding,’ 
pages Shonl> after his return, he wrote an account of his travels, 
and in 1622 presented it to Prince Charles This narrative was made 
use of by Purchas(vol 11, p 1464)10 supplement the journal ot the 
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S i\«?rrFi.Vr, 1619— Ccrulne drolnon* haojng bcno in the 
finl JoJnl Stockc whenn Sir Thomas Roc was an Aduenimer 
Boo A., Two of hit dtuidenU hatting benc Icfl In the Companies 
handes rcawn of hts alr^cncc In their acnticc, It was ordered 
vppon hii tnotjcm to hauc Imcnat allowed for them from ibc 
tyme the warTanl(i.J were sealed 

IS A-rm-Vr 1619,— Master Dcpuiic nude knowTic that Sir 
Thonut Roc his accounts hauing bene vewed and ncniscd by 
those Atidrtors that were appointed according to order all arc 
finlihl and ended (eiccpllng only 150 Mamvthars^ lost by Henry 
Carm in disbursing the monyes, which lieing so smalc a matter 
was not thought 6t to lie stood rpponX Ar^ that the accounts 
of all inch monjes that came to Sir Thomas Roc hts hands and all 
hu etpenso, both ordtnaryc arnl ciiraordinary arc cast vpp, And 
do 6nd great good htnhandne vsed In hti cipence of hou*ckeping 
which comdh to about seo or a$o/r aycarc, one ycarc with 
another wltcrof he caused the account to be kept of cucryc 
perticler And hath cleared hlmsdf m the Counlryc, owing 
nothing to the Companict account, nor cetr borowed toll erf 
them although he lyued 6 months Tppon his owne roeanes (the 
Cash being left destitute of meancs at Master Edwards departure) 
And paid ha seruanti then whole wages in the Country iihough 
he were alUrwtd Imt half iherof thcr from the Company And for 
other allcnrancct lookc not half so much In the Cwmtrye, as by 
Couttuni he might, Hat made payment thcr for some monyea 
which he borrowed Here, which was the better accepted because 
It was remetnbred by some that if he would haoc traded in the 
Countr)*c with the monye he had thcr be might haoc gayned a great 
matter And hauing dudic weighed his carriage and b^oiour 
the begirung till this present, uier esteemed him a Terw worlhic 
gentleman that hath husbanded things cxceedmglye well and my 


amhasisdnr himselt Many years after Terry who had been made 
rector of C real Creenford in 1609, tensed and enlarged hb original 
account and published it In a small volome In 1655. The additions 
cotisisied largely (as the author confesses) of “pertinent, thomjh in 
some places irery long digressions" on moral ana religloos topics. In 
ibe ht^ “that they who fly from a sermon and win not touch sound 
and wholsom and excellenl treatises In dmnity mayhappQy(ifC<rf 10 
please) be taken before they ore aware and overcome by toroe dlnne 
truths. In 1665 the srork was reprinted ftUghUy condensed and 
withoot Teny*s name) ra a folk) volume, which contained also Havers 
translation of Delia Valle’s letters 1 and this has often been nmtaken 
for Roes own account of Hs embassy A third (octavo) ed itio n , a 
reprint of the 6rst, was bsuedini 777 The tjuotaUons in the present 
work have been tuen from the rare 6rii edltioo. 

Terry died at Gnat Creenford on October 8, 1660, and was boned 
in the chancel of bis chorch, 

1 MamddU. 




528 THE EMBASSY OF [1619 

moderate in his expenses And one that by his modestie, honestie 
and integritie hath giuen good satisfaction , And taking to consi- 
deration what gratification to bestowe vppon him, Some motiond 
to rcferre it to be concluded by some feii\e in priuate, least others 
abroad may make him a president , But, his merits speaking for 
him, It was thought they could be no president to any others, 
because none shall merj’t euery day as he hath, whose example 
to the factours in the Countiye will aduauntage the Company 
much by his frugalitie. And comparing him Avith other Embas- 
sadors in other Countryes who haue great allowances, his good 
husbandne i\ill appear the more, And therfore in the ludgment 
of some, if 2000// should be giuen him for a gratification, it a\i 11 
not arise to looo/r a yeare, one yeare with another, dunng the 
tymc of his seruice with all his charges and expences annexed , 
And knowing much in him which may giuethe Company content, 
It was wisht not to giue him distast. And resolud to make an end 
now (without putting of tyll another tyme, as some wisht) And 
the question being put to thre somes, 1000, 1500 and 2000//,, 
ther was giuen him by erection of hands the some of 1500// as a 
gratification for his seruice perfoumied, wherin they had no 
regard to the future tyme, but hcarcing of his read>nes to giue 
his assistance at any meetings hereafter, they supposed his future 
seruice might deserue according to the tyme And he presenting 
himself, Master Gouemor made knowne the Companies mynd 
who, acknowledging his honestie and frugalitye and comcnding his 
care, desired him to accept of the forcsaid some of 1500/1, 
which they held too little, compared with his deserts, but ther 
smale rctoumes pleaded parll>e their excuse^ Sir Thomas Roc 
made knowne that he tookc in good part whatsoeucr is giuen, 
In the mcane time purposed to thinkc thcrof And at next Court 
purposeth to come and giue his thanks. 

15 Nm'ember, 1619 — A lettre was red, written by Sir Thomas 
Roe, of thanks for the gratification which they had bestowed vpjion 
him, whenn he lajd open himself in his former courses what he 
ajmed at, the good of the Company and his ownc reputation, 
who. hauing habilityc to perfourmc further seruice for their good, 
IS willing to dedicate himself whohe theirs, expecting onlye that, 
if they will make him one of their bodie, theyafiburd him mennes 
wherby to maniayne himself amongst them without thinking of 
any other course ; And dclyuercd in a note of rcrtaine monyes 


• Tins was railicr a lame excuse Tlirce days l>cfort they had 
hatened to an estimate made by Aldcnnan Hammersicy, by which 
the net gams of tlir Surat trade, from the beginning of the f irM Joint 
Stock, were reckoned at 200,000/, or iso fier cent on the c ip’tal 
cinploj-etL Another calculation (Cctrr/ AA/rtf//*/. No\eml>er 3, 1/09) 
mad'* the lapttal employed ^J 9 , 53 Cl/ and the net pro^red^ aliotit 
which gives a 'till mo'c favourable result 
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in his possession in the Indies, as »$oh. of Matter Booghtoni^ 
& I5& of Hempnils,* whidi he ml^ht bane made hb adoantage 
oC tat paid them vnto the Companies account, And paid 100/t. 
In the Indies which he might haue answered here, Forbore to 
borowe any of the Companies nronyes. ai he might according to 
conenant, And paid hb senunts koJL and 60A. per annum in 
India more then he receyued, yet had lycensc to repar himsell 
tat did not, Gaue certaine gnlfts to the King, Pnnce and Lords of 
his owne goods, which cost him in England 153&. y adl,* and 
were not put to account, Refoting certane gnira to l^e prondice 
of the Company and recooered certmne debts to thdr great 
adoauntage to the yahie of 3000A., By all which they considered 
hb bire cariage in their taysmes, i^ch appeieth the better, 
compared with others that bane inade other tse of their tyme 
by pnoate trade. ^Vhe^uppon some ddynered that what bath 
hmt alreadle done was well done and he well deserued it, m regard 
of his hooestie and foire carnage. And supposing his experience 
and meanet here haue enhabl^ him to w the Company good 
sermce, either at Court vppon occation or by hb aduise in 
drawing their lettres and Combsions, and that ther b a Wnd of 
necetsitye to Tse tus belpe about the new trades, It was thought 
6t to haue him accepted as a Comltiee amongst the rest and so to 
reward him accordi^ye 1^ gnilng him a present yearclw allow 
aaoe to bynd his presence and admse amongst them which wiibe 
an honour and reputation vnto him and tight to the Company 
And the v pp on was remembred the good office he bath done rince 
hb retourne, tlut some about the King hamng latelye prest to 
ruyne that buysioes of my Lord of Warwicks,^ he tooke it whoile 
vppon himself and tould the Lords that it was hb owne ax:t and he 
b rcadie to TnnVw aunswer for it and instifio the same, which gaue 
a tast what further vse ther may be of hb courage and scnuce. 
And thinking of a competent some that may be htting to giue 
him for thU ycare ensuing, they coododed by erection of hands of 
tooS vntill the elation, which all supposed he will well deserue 
by his suffiaencyc for bn pomes and adubc m the yeaxe eusuin^ 
which may be a president for the tyme foUowmg, as they shall 
fynd the gix>d herof os the Company shall haue occation to vse 
him and tus Icbure gioe him leaue to attend the buysinet. It 
appeanng by hb note that he gaue away ceitayne presents which 
cost him here m Engbnd 153 A. y td^ Th^ ordered to 
haue so much mony auniwered vnto him for the same, as was 
formerly resohid at last Court, And bestowed vppon him the 
100 A. which was layd out in {Hate for him at his go eing , that 


>Seepw33«. •S«p.323*‘ 

• For an of these, sec AtUL MS 6115 f* 

* See p. 430W, 

M M 
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his mony disbursed for those guifts may not retoume barely 
vnto him againe ^ 


^ At this |>omt the passages in the Court Minutes relating to Roe’s 
embassy come to an end. He still, however, maintained close relations 
with the Company On November 19, 1619, they asked him whether 
he was willing to proceed to Bantam in supreme charge , Roe, 
however, while thanking them for the offer and professing his readi- 
ness to go “if the necessitye of their occasions did require it,” desired 
“a breathing tyme” before going into a further exile. In December, 
1619, he offered 400/ towards the proposed almshouse for persons 
maimed m the Company’s service. On January 24, 1620, he suggested 
that a royal letter should be procured, acknowledging the Mogul’s 
kind usage of the English, and thanking him for the presents he 
had sent , a draft which he had prepared was accordingly ordered 
to be engrossed for signature The Court Minutes of 1620-21 are 
missing, and it is impossible, therefore, to discover whether his 
services were retained for that year , but apparently they were, 
for his allowance appears to have been continued. At the election of 
1621 he was present, but was not proposed for election ; and about 
this time. It would seem, his allowance was stopped. On August 3, 
1621, he informed the Court that “some of the gennerallitie had 
reported grutchmgly of the 1500 poundes that was giuen him att his 
retume, which he presumed he had deserued, if m nothing elce, yet 
in the frugalitie of keeping their house , also there was giuen him 
(as he mderstood it) 200 poundes per annum, but it seemes the 
Companie ment it not so ” Counting on this he had invested m the 
current ^oint stock, and though be had paid in 800/ , 300/ was still 
due, which, owing to the stoppage of his allowance, he was unable for 
the present to pay He hoped, however, to be able to find the money 
by Christmas, and he begged them to impose no fine for the delay 
This was agreed to , but a further request that the Company should 
purchase his share m the old joint stock was refused, as the “generality” 
had disapproved of some previous transactions of the same nature. Roe 
then asked that as, owing to “ his intended imployment [as ambassador 
to Constantinople] and the encrease of his familie he shalbe dnven 
also to larger lodgings, he should want three peeces of their vellvett 
embroydered hangings to add vnto fi\e of the same kind which 
he had allready bought and three of their Persian Carpetts,” they 
would either bestow diem upon him or allow him to “ take them vpp 
vppon Stock ” The Court very willingly made him a present of the 
goods, “ assunng him that howsoever the Companie was so vnhappy 
as to loose the imployment of so well a deserumg gendeman, yet their 
loues should follow him, and therefore desired the Continuaunce of his 
good affecion to the Company , which he freely promised and tooke 
verry thankeftillie the Curtisie now donn him ” Roe did not forget 
his promise, and both dunng his embassy at Constantinople and in 
after years, his advice and assistance were always at the service of 
the Company which had given him “his first public employment” by 
sending him to represent England at the Court of the Great Mogul 
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HOF’S GFOGRAPHtCAL ACCOUNT OF THE 
MOTUI -S TERRITORIES. 



IIP SFUrjlALL KtNCDOMES AND PRO 
UINCES SUniECT TO THE GREAT 

MOGOIX Sha-Seum Gehancier 
« ilh the pnndpaU Citt>‘C5 and Riuers 
the SdtuaUon nnd borders, and £x 
tent m Length and Breadth, as necre 
as b) description I could pcathcr them. The names I tookc 
out of the Kings Register I begin at the North West.' 


* TromAtidl \fS 6nj f 356. ThU mteraimg docuroeni was 
printed by Parchas In hr> fint >*olinne (p. 578), and araJn Oo Terry's 
mskm) at p. 1167 of rokime twa Terry m hb book reproduces it, 
with a few additions and corrections 1 these, how e v er are based 
almost entirely npon Haffins map (sec p. 54*X owi conseqocotly 
are seldom worthy of special notice. 

This description of the Momilsiemtones Isevrdently rjnite different 
from the systematic survey based on fiscal drvislona, which we get m 
the A{h i Aihari Thoogh always taken os topoprapincal (and appa 
rently be himself so understood it) the list copiu by Koe seems rather 
to have been of an hhtortei nature, enumerating roughly the states 
which had fallen under the sway of the Mogul ermicrora. Hence 
find several petty HlmiUayao states, such as SfM, iaswdn and 
Nagarkoi, figuring on the same pLane os Deogal and Gujlnlt ; hence, 
too, Ajmere and Oudh — well known and important provinces — arc 
W spwfically mentioned I while Caur h differcntlatea from Bengal, 
Narwar from Agra, and lldji^ from Multdn. The names Roe says 
he “looke out of the Kings register and be seems to have re- 
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I Candahar. The Cheefe Citty soe Called I.yes 
from the hart of all his Territory North-west , confines 
with^ the Shabas [dominions of Shdh Abbds, i.e , Persia] , 
and was a Prouince of Persia ^ 

2. Tata [Tatta, in Sind] The Cheefe Citty soe called 
Is diuided by the Riuer Indus, which falls into the Sea at 
Syndu ^ and lyes from Chandahar Sowth , from the middle 
of which I suppose Agra West,^ somwhat Sowtherly 
3 Buckar The Cheefe Citty called Buckar Suckar 
[Bukkur-Sukkur] Lyes vpon the Riuer of Syndu or 
Indus, to the North-ward somwhat Easterly of Tata, and 
West Confines vpon the Baloaches [Baluchis], a kinde of 
Rude warlike People 

4. Multan The Cheefe Citty soe Called. Lying alsoe 
vpon Indus, Sowth East from Candahar, Northly from 
Backar 


arranged them m what he understood to be their geographical order, 
commencing from the north-west, and to have added such further 
particulars as he was able to obtain, possibly by questioning some of 
the natives As will be seen from the notes, these were frequently 
erroneous, and the list in general contains a number of discrepancies 
which It is impossible to reconcile However, with all its imperfec- 
tions, It was the first attempt to supply to European readers an 
account of the political divisions of the Mogul empire , and subsequent 
wnters, from Terry and De Laet onwards, were content to adopt it 
almost in its entirety In 1824 Robert Kerr {Vo^aj^es and Travels, 
voL IX, p 378) endeavoured to explain Roe’s terminology, but without 
much success 

In the present reproduction, the modem names of the various pro- 
vinces, cities, etc., have been mostly added within brackets without 
further annotation In identifying the names given by Roe, considerable 
help has been derived from a senes of articles by the late Professor 
Blochmann, on the geography and history of Bengal dunng the 
Muhammadan penod {JouT^tal of the Bengal Astatic tiociety, vol xlii, 
pt I, p 209 , vol xliii, pt I, p 280 , vol xliv, pL I, p 275), m the 
course of which he deals bnefly with Roe’s list as given by Terry and 
De Laet Sir Roper Lethbndge has also discussed the list m his 
interesting articles on De Laet in the Calcutta Review (vol li, p 336 , 
vol 111, p 67; It would seem, however, that neither of these gentle- 
men had Roe’s earlier version at hand, or was aware of the extent to 
which Terry’s (and consequently De Laet’s) list had been influenced 
by the locations adopted in Baffin’s map 

^ Borders upon * See note on p 257 

^ Ldrfbandc^ (see p 122) ^ East must be meant. 
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5 flAACICKAV* The Kfnptfomc of the DaToaches, to 
the Wot r>f Tata am! lUeVar am! Confines West v-pon 
the KlnpJomc of l^r [Uristin] lubjcet to the Sha has. 
Indus H^*nt!tth Itselfc into the Easter >>*dc of yt It hath 
no rcftownctl Cut) 

fi, CaRUU- The Cilt) K)c Called. A preat Kingdomc. 
the Nofthermo^t of this hmperours Dominion and Con 
fincth with Tartana. 

7 K^‘^llXtlln (Kashmir} The Chccfc Citly Is called 
SirinaVar ISrlnapar} The Rlucr of tihal (Ikhat or Jeh 
lam) pas^clh through it and findeth the Sea b> Ganges' 
Of some ta) of it seUc In the North Part of the llaj of 
IknpaU. It iKrfdctTlh Cabul to the East Sonthcrl> It 
Is all MounUlnct. 

S. Il\?fKlsii> The Chicfc Cine is Called Ilciihar 
ATSCk (Attock} The Chccfc Citt> so Called. It 
I>‘cth Oft one *>*ric the Rluer Nflab* rhich runneth [from?) 
the North west into the Rlocr of Induv 

la The Kingdomc of the Kakarhs* Ijxs at the footc 
of the Moonlaynev It hath principal! Cilt)‘cs Dankcl> 
(DanpilfJ and I’urhola (I'harwila]. It bordcrclh North 
cast on Kixhmicf 


• IlljVin a Moliio (<//*•/ voL fi 

• Thrt h, of coffTW, an error Thejthhm flow* into the Indtn, and 
it so tt)o«n ID lUffio * tiup. 

• Profcisor Wochmann Ideoufiet Bankish with lUiiffash, m N W 
KoKat, DO tbe i tm^b border bik) Uenhar wnh D^tir a dtttrict 
lull Ctnher north the name of *bkh has bccxne uaUtar In coo* 
neciwo with rreeni frooijcr iroaWe*. 

• The lefTO Is generally applied lo the upper Induv In the map, 
as here:, h seems to be Wcotiw «iih the Kabul nm 

• Profetw Dlochmann {Afu-i Ai^arf voL L p. 456 n), quotln^r 
Xtr 1 E. DelmerWt. says ** the Chakkan Inhabited the hilly nam of 
the Rlmul Piodl and JlKlan districts, from Khdupdroo the Dorden 
of the Ilaiira dliirsct, alon; the tower rasR of hQIs iklrtinf the 
idMHlt of Ri«m] I indi, Kuhdu and Gdjar Khln ai Car at Oomdi in 
the Ibetam district. Thar aodent sironjholds srtre Pbarwila, 
Ssltanpdr and Danydit 
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1 1 Pen-Jab [Punjab]/ which signifieth flue waters, for 
that it is seated within flue Riuers The Cheefe C)d;tye is 
called Labor It is a great Kingdome and most fruictfull 
The Citty is the Mart of India for trafique It borders 
North East on Multan ® 

12 Jenba^ The Cheefe Citty soe Called It lyeth 
East of Pen-Jab It is very Mountanous 

13 Peitan^ The Cheife Citty so called It lyeth 
East of lenba, and from the North-west of Bengala. It is 
full of Mountaynes 

14. Nakarkutt® The Cheefe Citty so called The 


^ Of course Roe gives the title to only a small portion of the present 
province. 

2 “ Upon the north-east of Multan” is intended 

® Chamba, one of the Punjab hill states, lying between Kashmir and 
the Bntish distncts of Kdngra and Gurdaspur 

* Professor Blochmann says “ This fs Paithdn, the form used by 
Abulfazl for Path^n or Pathdrikot. Terry evidently means the whole 
hill- tract of the Sirmiir Tange, as far as the Alaknandd. It is, however, 
possible that he meant the Markandd , but this nver does not flow 
into the Ganges ” The identification is probably nght , but it is not 
necessary to stretch the boundaries of the district in order to account 
for Tenys statement that it is watered by the “ Canda, which falleth 
mto Ganges on its borders ,” here, as elsewhere, Terry is merely 
inserting what he has found in BafiSn’s map 

® “ Nagracot, the chief City so called, in which there is a Chapel most 
nchly set forth, being seeled and paved with Plate of Pure Silver, 
most cunously imbossed overhead in several Figures, which they keep 
exceeding bnght by often rubbing and burnishing it , and all this cost 
those poor seduced Indians are at to do honour to an Idol they keep 
in that Chapel The Idol thus kept m that so Richly adorned 
Chapel they call Matta [MdydJ and it is continually visited by those 
poor blinded Infidels, who, out of the offiaousness of their Devotion, 
cut off some part of their Tongues to offer unto it as a Sacnfice, which 
(they say) grow out again as before , but in this I shall leave my 
Reader to a belief as much suspensive as is my own m this particular 
In this Province likewise there is another famous Pilgnmage to a place 
called Jallamakee, where out of cold spnngs that issue out from 
amongst hard Rocks, are daily to be seen continued Eruptions of 
Fire, before which the Idolatrous People fall down and worship Both 
these places were seen and strictly observed by Mr Coryat” — ^Terry, 
PP 86, 87 

The reference is to what is now the Kdngra district m the N E 
of the Punjdb Its histone capital at the present time bears the 
same name as the distnct, but was formerly known as Nagarkot 
The temple referred to by Terry is that of Devi Bajresan, which still 
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Korth Eastcfmwl confine of Mogor It lyes to the North 
East of the head of the Hay of Ikngala. It Is scry Moun 
ta>'ncms, 

15 SVRA.* The Chcefc CUt> soc called. It borders 
with Nakarkutt SoulheTl> It Is all Mounlaynea. 

16. Jn.'UALL.* The Chcefc Citty Ii called RaRcpur It 


nmki amonjf iht oWrti iind woJthktt shnaes hj Irwlla. “ JalU 
nuVee" n ihcnm more {amoot tetnyltof JawiU Mukhl In ihe tame 
dnmci, «hw cerlJdn o< natan) ir»» l»iomg from ibe frwmd are 
krp( (TMnunttY bumlnj: bnop tooked epon as a manlfetubon of the 
rodJess Deri (Atifl/m C*t<ttterY Roe doct not menuoti this tpot» 
bot rt appears 10 the map as •'JalUmakee, the IHJpntnafe of the 
Uanuns, 

There h an Intrmtinc rrfetmee to kinpra In the traTtli of NViTliam 
Fmch In l6ti {PmrtkAt vok I n. 4j8X who dctcTibct “the crrai 
Kauw Called TuUoeV Qund (TreioVa C^ndra] whote chttfc City It 
VeceretttL in whkh Oly It a fimmrt I'apod, called le or Darfraf 
vnto%h>eh «ot1di of people mort out of all pans of IndtL tome 

alio are tenoned to cut cm a piece of thdf lonpue and, ibrowing h at 
the Idols lert, Kate foand n srhde the neat day This RJda is 
poarrhin, by hW Moemtajoct tituation tccure not once voochiifing to 
ehiie Sha Seltm.* 

A detailed aceoont of Kinm and JavlU MdUii win be found in 
Cunningham t htf<rl$ eoL v,pp, 155 175, Sec alio 

lllochmann and Jarretta yffu { AhKui voL n pp. Jia 4. where the 
■latrmenti of Fmch and Coryit as to the taerwee of tongues are 
coTTOboraied. 


* ** SihM the chief div I* called Hardware where the famous Rlrtr 
Canges paiilofi through or amonjm large Rocks, piakes prcsemly 
after a pretty lull C u rr e nt t but both thh and that other great River 
Indui have their Rhe and Original out of the Mouniam Caucasus 
from whence they both first issue. That pHndpall Rock, through 
whkh this Rtvtr Canges there makes a CurrenS H Indeed, or (if itot), 
aecording to the fancy of the Superstitious Indians, like a Cowes Head 
1^ the map], which of all sensible Crtatorts they lore best 
Thhher they assemble tbemseWs dally In Troops to wash their bodies, 
ascribing a ceruln Dlrinity to Waters, but more espcaally to the 
Water in the River Ganges. And tWlber our famous Cor^t went 
likewise to view this place. — Teny p. 8S. 

Professor lllochmann coaH not hnu a dislnct of this name anywhere 
near Hardwar Probably however, she reference is to Sfbi (now the 
Sfbl taJibi of Kfngra districtX which for a lime establobed its mde 
pendence under a branch of the ruling famfly of Mnpm. Terry^ 
tnclasion of Hardwar In hs temtones ts an cttot doe to liaffin s map 

A description irf Hardwar and of the bathing ceremonies whSih 
yearly attraa ihouiaods of pilgrims will be found In Cunningham’s 
Ankr^o^oU Survtjr ReferU vok fi, p. aji 

• Professor Dlochmann gave up thU name as hopeless, though be 
banuded a conje^re (based on a rtfcrencc to it in Dlaev^ map as a 
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bordereth with Bengala South-East , North with Syba and 
Nacurkutt It is full of Mountaynes 

17 Delly [Delhi] ^ The Chiefe Citty so called It 
lyeth on the North-west syde of the River lemny [Jumna], 
which falleth into Ganges and runneth thorough Agra It 
IS an ancient Cytty and the seat of the Mogolls ancestors 
It is ruined ^ Some affirme it to haue been the seat of 
Porus, conquered by Alexander, and that ther stands a 
Pillar with a Grieke inscription ^ 

18 Meuat^ The Cheefe Citty called Narnol It lyeth 
on the Esist of Ganges 

19 Sanball The Cheefe Citty soe Called ® It lyeth 
between Ganges and lemna to the North-west of their 
meeting 

20 Bakar ® The Cheefe Citty is called Bikanir It 
bordereth North-West one Ganges 


“ country for elephants ”) that Ragepur might be Raipur m the Central 
Provinces Jesuall appears, however, to be the ancient Rdjput pnn- 
cipahty of Jaswdn, which centered in the valley of that name m 
Hoshidrpur distnct (Punjab) In that case Ragepur is Rdjpura, not 
far from Amb, where, according to the distnct gazetteer, an old build- 
ing, fort and palace combined, of the Jaswdl R^jds may still be seen 

1 “ Which signifies an Heart, and is seated m the heart of the Mogul’s 
temtones,” says Terry He is evidently thinking of the Persian dtl 
(a heart), but the etymology, though ingenious, is entirely wrong 

* This, of course, refers to old Delhi, the ruins of which still spread 
over an extensive area to the south of the present aty 

® See p 103 

* Mewdt lay to the south of Delhi, and included parts of the 
present Muttra and Gurgdon distncts and portions of Al^var, Bhartpur, 
and Patiala It was subdued by Akbar, and was included in the 
siibah of Agra. Its geographical position is very incorrectly given, 
for It was considerably to the west of the Ganges In the map it is 
still further displaced 

Ndmaul, its ^lef town, which was for a time one of the strongholds 
of the famous George Thomas, now forms part of Patidla, having been 
bestowed upon the Mahdrdj 5 m recognition of his services dunng the 
Mutiny 

® Sambhal, in Morad^b^d distnct, N W Provinces Under Akbar 
It was the capital of a considerable sarkdr Roe is mistaken in 
placing It between the Ganges and the Jumna. 

Bfkaneq in Rdjputdna. The form “ Bakar,” and the erroneous 
position assigned to the distnct, may be due to some confusion with 
Bahar. 
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21 ACttA, a rHndpall and prcal Kinpdomc. The Gtty 
IOC CaIIciJ ihc hart of ihc Mojtollcs Icrritorj^c In North 
latitude about 2SdJ* U heth cnml on the South i^‘cst 

a) *dcor Icrnru* the C(ll> \pon ihc nucr wher one of the 
hmjxTon Tiraiune^ arc hept from y\pra to Labor 
liccinp Ct^rie tthich It not Ic5<c then ncucn hundred 
mHe It U all a Plaj^nc and the hiph w^y Planted on 
both iidci with trce^ like a delicate walVc It (i one of the 
preat wootkei and u-oonden of the world ^ 

2J JesuPAtJ The Citt) aoc Colled ipon the Riucr 
of Kao! which I luppcrve lo Xxt one of the fiuc Riucra 
cnclcrtinp Labor arvd the Countf) Ijtlh bctwccnc it 
and North wrrt from one South East from the 

other 

2y HwtKt* The Chccfc Ciit> >0 called, \iconfincih 
Apra to the \\ ciL 

14- Pat**a. The Chccfc Citl> fo called. It U inclosed 

b) fowcT piral nvm Oanpci lemna Sersetl* and Kanda 
[CandaV). so thil It l)'cth from Apra South hast toward* 
the IU> of IVcnpala wher all these pa> tribute. 


* RuHx 10 6 

* Cp-TarnnWr'i TVwtv// («tL Ijjf lUTtX i. p- 9^ ''O doob< 
Cflryai, «ho K *4 uivtdrd aWwc nod. had detenbed k to Roc. 
It Witt be seto that tbn “Looce \\*!Ve it a prominctu fcatare of 
the map. 

The dttunee I* much o v c m tcd. It h rcaUy ©boot 410 mHes from 
Acta to Lahore. W'iDom Fiath. who joqroeyed alofip the tame road 
lo 161 1 and irtrrt hit ttajm, miVrt it aSi iar in ail 

* Thrt may be Jumpor fooneily a cwttldcTable Mehammadan 
loocdonv cticfwJipc from Ttoditra and Eiiwah to the frontier of 
tlahar t bot if so, Koe U nnuaheo m pUanj it between Apa and 
Lahore Can he ha»e confused it »ith taipar? Hy Kaui (Kllf) 
mar be nwani the Cc*fra j bot the cur of Jaunpor h on the Ctlmii, 
aoa neither of the^ streams falls Into the Iraas. 

‘ niftdhii (Uandah now a district of the Allahlbid division of the 
N W rroTinces. 

* Professor Ulochmarm Identifies this with the Sarsotl fSaraswatf)- 

** Accordmj' to the Itrend," be says, ** the SaraswatL which U tot m 
the land east of iJhaiinda district, JoIm the Canfe* below the fioand 
at AnahiMd.* 
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25 Gor [Gaur] The Cheife Citty soe called^ It 
lyeth toward the head of Ganges 

26. Bengala a mightie Kingdome enclosing the 
Western syd of the Bay on the North and wyndeth Sou- 
therly It bordereth on Cormandell The Chief Cittyes 
are Ragmehhal [R^jmahdl] and Dekaka [Dacca] There 
are many Hauens, as Port Grande [Chittagong], Port Pe- 
quina ,2 traded by the Portugals, Piliptan [Piplf(patam)], 
Satigam [Sdtgdon] It conteyneth diuers Prouinces, as 
that of Purp and Patan ^ 

27 Roch* It hath noe Citty of Note, and bordereth 
the South-East, East of Bengala, and the Bay 

28 Vdeza® The Chiefe Citty Called lekanat. It is 
the vtmost East of the Mogulls Territories beyond the 
Bay, and Confines with the Kingdome of Maug,“ a savuage 
People lyeing betweene Vdeza and Pegu 


^ The rums of this, the ancient capital of the Muhammadan kings 
of Bengal, are still to be seen in Maldah district, 25 miles S E of 
Rd]mabdl 

^ Usually identified with Sdtgdon As the latter port is mentioned 
separately, it is possible that here the neighbounng port of Hdgh 
IS intended. 

3 Purp (Hind, purd, from Sansknt purba^ “the east”) was used 
loosely to signify Oudh, Benares, and Bahar Finch applies the term 
to parts of Oudh (Purchas^ vol 1, pp 436, 438) , Jourdmn (1611) says, 
“ Pierb IS 400 Cose longe and hath beene the seate of four Kmges 
Van Twist (1648) calls it Purbet, “a province on the borders of 
Tartary ,” Manrique (1649) carries it as far west as Agra (“llamose 
esta promncia antiguamente Purrop”) Patan may be a duplication 
of Patna, or a confused notion of Bhotdn 

* Sir Roper Lethbndge (loc at) suggests that this is meant for 
Koch, t e , Kuch Bahar Professor BloiAmann, however, holds that 
It IS Arakan, which is often called Rukh by Muhammadan histonans , 
and from Roe’s description it would certainly appear that this identic 
fication IS correct 

Terry omits Roch from his list, possibly because he could not find 
It m Baffin’s map (which does not go beyond the boundanes of 
Bengal) , but he replaces it by Jaisalmer, which is m the map but 
not m the list of provmces 

^ Were it not for the mention of Jaganndth, this would scarcely be 
recognised as Onssa, espeaally as the latter duly appears on the map 
(as “Onxa”) m something like its proper position (cp p 545) Possibly 
there is some confusion with Dacca. 

® The Maghs are a tribe inhabiting the northern part of Arakan 
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39. KaNDUANA,* ThcChccfcaUy is Called Kerhaka 
tenkah. It llclh South west of the Sotrth of Bcngala. 

30. KUALIAR [GwaliorJ. The Chelfc Citty soc Called. 
It l>’clh to the South-east* of Kanduana, and bordcreth on 
Burhampur 

31 CkandES [Khandesh]. The Chdfe Clttye called 
Burhanpur A Rreat Kin^domc , one of the Ancient 
scates of Dccan and Conquered from them. Ulycth East 
of Guraratt, South of Ch>lor West of Dcc^ It Is 
watered with the Rluer Tabcll [Taptl], which falleth West 
into the Bay of Cambaya. It U now the scat of the 
Dccan. 

33, Mal\a [Malwa]. The Chccfc Cittycs called Vgen 
[fJjjainJ, Narr [Dhdr ?]. and Sennge [Sironj]. It lycth 
West of Chandes,bctwcenc that and the Country of Ranna, 
on the West of the Rlucr of Sepra,* which fals Into the 
Bay of Camba>*a» not farre from Suratt 

33 Berar. The Chcefe Cytty Is called Shahpur * It 
bordereth on Guzeratt and the hnics of Ranno. 

34- GuzRatT a goodl> Kingdom enclosing the bay of 
Caroba^'a. The Chcefe Citty is Amadavaz [Ahmadibdd}. 
It Contcynca the Citty and Gouerment of Cambaya, the 
bewty of India, the Tcmtoric and Qlty of Sural and 
Barooch [Broach]. It is watered with many goodly Riuers, 
as that of Cambaya [the MihQ, falsely supposed to bee 
Indus,* the Riucr of Narbadah, falling into the Sea at Ba 


* Condwinjt, ncariy til of which U now cocnpnsed In the CentnU 
Prcmoccf. Kcrhalcttcnkth b CtrhaktUBka, near JabaJpor but the 
name wms often applied to tbe whole dbuict. 

* North west. 

• The Slpra (sec p, 379). It &!!■, not Into tbe Calf of Cambay but 
Imo tbe Chambal, a tnbmary of the Canges. 

< Shihpur six ics south of Ullapnr. b Akola district It was for a 
time a place of Importance as tbe hc&d'<{tianers of Solub Monfd (son 
of Akbar), bat (s now a heap of rabs. 

• Cp.pp. 96,111. 
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rooch, that of Suratt, and diuers others It trades to the 
Red Sea, to Achyn, and many places 

35 SORETT [Sorath, in Kdthiawdr]^ The Cheefe Citty 
Called Gunagur [Jiindgarh] Lyeth to the North-west of 
Guzeratt 

36 Naruar 2 The Cheefe Citty called Ghehud Lyeth 
South-west from Chitor 

37 Chytor [Chitor] An ancient great Kingdom 
The Citty soe Called on a Mightie hill, walled about ten 
English Mile Ther stands yet aboue an hundred Chur- 
ches, the Pallace of the King, many braue Pillars of earned 
stone Ther is but one assent, cut out of the Rock, Pas- 
sing fower Magnificent Gates Ther remayne the mines 
of 100,000 howses of stone It is vninhabited® It was 
doubtlesse one of the seates of Poms and was woonne from 
Ranna, his issue, by Eckbarshaw, the last Mogoll ^ Ranna, 
flyeing into the strength of his Kingdome among the 
Mountayns, seated himselfe at Odepoore [Udaipur] , who 
was brought to acknowledg the Mogol for his superior lord 
by Sultan Coroonne [Khurram], third sonne of the present 
Emperor, in the yeare 1614. This Kingdome lyeth 
North-west from Chandes, and North-East from the 
North-west of Guzaratt, in the way betweene Agra and 
Suratt Ranna himselfe keepes the hilles to the West, 
nearer Amadavaz 

The length is North-west to South-east from Chanda- 


* “ But a little Province, yet very nch ’'—Terr}', p 80 In the map 
It IS placed on the mainland 

^ Nanvar, now part of G^vallor state. It is classed in the Am as a 
sarkdr of Agra. Ghehud seems to- be Gohad, also in Gwalior state, 
but a considerable distance from Narwar “ South-west” should be 
‘‘ East,” or “ North-east ” 

3 “ Its chief Inhabitants at this day are Zivn and Ohtm, Birds 
and Wild Beasts , but the stately Ruins thereof give a shadow of its 
Beauty while it flourished in its Pnde.” — Terry, p 82 

* See p 102 
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har lo l^hor 350 Ccunri^ about 800 miles from Labor 
to Agn* 3 *^ C<>unts about 752 miles from Agra to 
Hhaglporpalna* 300 Ccurses about 6S0 miles from 
Hhaglpurpalna to Klrasundcr* 300 0 *ursfi about 670 
milcL In all Crirrrrx 1 270 miles about 2872,* 

The breadth In all Is North East to South West, from 
Hardwarto Duarw* G30 CV»«rrr/ about 1500 miles.* 


' " As fw Cnrrui they arr drorrstf ukm (^as Soalhcme and Nor 
ibmw mtlcs mih r\\ in some pUert m when ihoocr which 

fatnwh imipk In the ctrmfnrtjitioo (Nwe by 1^11^1^) 

• lllpput I atm /y^ Tainx 

• Thrt sermt m be Kifin Stmdir which it mctiiioned in the A/h 
(niochnttnn and larmt t nl.,tot.ii,p. 114} asaiownihip in the sarhir 
of SoolrjJno m vb. ItcnpaL 

• The iwal mltrapr on the f pirrt pvtn, comet 10 a^oi. ProhaWjr 
»« tboold nad sjt, inttrad of 7^ at the dounce bwn c en Lahore 
and Airra, and for (As, 10 the nett tupc. Thit woidd pirc the 
re in e d iwaL 

Thoe fiffatrt are scry moth, norculljr ai repanb the mHcapt. 
rnwi Kaniuhjf to Laho^ rti the llobn, wouid lie aboat too mHcs 
fmm Lahott to Acn, by way of Maitra, 440 from Apra to I'ama, 5 jo 
from Pauu to ibe ilcitpal b^er (m a tifaiphi line) wmethlnp o»er 
400 uy lioo mile* In all The breadth from Ha^var tn Dvatka 
(at the crow flirt) would be about 800 mHet 1 it wouW, of coarte be 
forthcf by tm<L h rom the fipirrt he pvet, Koc appears to uVe the 
ift at ctpiiwitmt to fmm j ij to 1,311 milct. Fioch tcemi to mate it 
about I j6 milet, whKh It Lmly eiact. On Ihc Utler battt, the Icnpth 
(1 370 ini) wouW be l9St mHet, and the brradih (630 ivj) 9S3. 

• Dwarica, on ihe N W point of the Kithdwir pcnintuU. 

• WKh Koet Iitl of pronncct we may compare the ohnott coo 
tcmporanrlrtl piim byjourdalnin s/\iirc HS Bt8(llniith Moiemn), 
tfu^ •* CaouTl, Cauneir Candahar llaUochc Dcfly Camhaia, Sind^ 
IlcnpaJla, 1 otann, Maodoa. Goather llattler Amadavar part [of] 
Dcran, and I icth. Ha«ktnt tayt “the Empire it dluWed mio fioe 
preat Kinpdomet, the nanict of which he ulres at ** I*cnptvb,' 
“neojfaU," “Slalwa," ** Decan, and “Curtral (Titc y/fttttWaj* 
f i7H|prj p. 410). 
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NOTE ON THE MAP 

Within a few months of Roe’s return to England, and while his 
embassy was still a subject of general cunosity, appeared the In- 
dolstani Description a reduced facsimile of which, from 

a copy (probably unique) in the Bntish Museum, is herewith 
plac^ before the reader Quite apart from the fact that it is 
the earliest English attempt to delineate the temtones of the 
Mogul emperors, the map is of great interest, ahke from the 
circumstances of its production, the information it embodies, and 
the extent to which it has guided (and misguided) the work 
of later geographers We will bnefly consider it under these 
three heads 

First, however, a few facts concerning the map itself may be 
mentioned The onginal, which is known at the Bntish Museum 
as K 115 (22), measures (exclusive of margin) about nineteen and 
a quarter inches by fifteen The full title (m the bottom left- 
hand comer) is Indolstani Imperii Totius Asice ditissimi 
descnptio ex mdagatwne Ilust Dorn Tho Roe Equitis Aurati 
in Regia Mogollamca Legatum agentisr Illustrata Anno Sal 1619 
Vera quae visa quce non venora At the top of the map is a 
short title, A Description of East India conteyninge tK Empire of 
the Great Mogoll , and in the upper nght-hand comer appear 
the Mogul’s standard and his seal, with the Persian names given 
m English characters Along the lower margin we find the 
names of the engraver {Renold Elstrack sculp ) and of the 
vendor {Are to be sold in Pauls Church yarde by Thomas Sterne, 
Globemaker), and, in a small label between them, the signifi- 
cant inscnption William Baffin deliniavit et excudebat 

Although generally known, m after years, as Sir Thomas Roe’s 
map, it bears, as we have seen, the honoured name of William 
Baffin as its draughtsman This fact at once affords a clue 
to its history For Baffin, who was an indefatigable surveyor 
and map-maker, was a master’s mate on board the Anne, the 
ship m which Roe returned to England,^ and we may sur- 
mise that the acquaintance which would naturally spnng up 
during the voyage between the ambassador and a navigator 
of Baffin’s expenence had led to a project for the publication of 
an accurate map of India, ^nd that for this purpose Roe had 
placed at Baffin’s disposal all the information in his possession 
It may be that the map was actually drawn dunng the voyage, 


^ This interesting conjunction, and also the fact of his connection 
with the first English map of Hindustan, appear to have escaped 
the notice of Baflhi’s biographers 
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And thit the arobnondor assisted BaJhn m locating the interior 
ades and provinces, but the chaiucttr of some of its in- 
Accuraaei, and the fact that it is not mentioned among the 
maps submitted to the East India Company by Baffin shortly 
after his return (for which they voted him a gratuity),* milrtate 
o^nst this view, and It seems more probable that it was com 
pued durmg the few months that dapscd between the arrival of 
the in Scplcrabcr, 1619 and Boffins departure as master 
of the at the beetling of February i6ao* 

It IS Important to note in this connection that Roe had bun 
self intended at one time to p repare a map of the country to 
which he had been a ccr edited. There Is no reference to the 
subject in his extant letters or journal, but the fact is placed 
beyond doubt by a passage In one of Lord Carew’s letters to hhn 
(^^aclean sedition, p. 123) Lett me entreat you,” wrote the 
latter, ' to be carefull to moke the mappe of the MogoTls terri 
torie, as you have intended Itl will be a workc worthye of your 
sdfe and adomc yonr travell and iudgement, and leave to the 
world a lasting memone when you are dust.'* Doubtless it was with 
this purpose in view that Roe bad compiled (some time before 
October 1617I the geographical compendium which baa been 
printed m the loi^omg pages. Probably he intended to supple- 
ment this by the conection of fresh information as opportunity 
ofifered, but was prevented by 111 health and the many other 
troubles of his mmion from following up the matter, and the 
slenderness of the material he had ob&ned may hav'e made him 
an the more wilUng to commit the task to other handa. 

The extent of me assistance afforded to Baffin by Roc must 
remain largdr a matter of conjectore. On the one hand, the 
manner in which the map differs from the list, often without 
apparent reason, seems to negative the idea that be had any voice 
m the matter 'Hnt Baffin had a hard — sometimes an impossible — 
task in reconciiing the statements occurring m the list and in 
locating his provinces from the meagre mformation available, may 


* As the Company had ipeaaHy desired the preparaticm of a map 
of India, Baffin tad every reasoo tn exhibit bis tf be bad it ready 
The lastractioos pren to Downton In the 1614 voyage had ccatab^ 
a dauic directing him to send some fit person to discorcr “ the nver 
of Bh>da* and the turroandmg co uatr y with a view to the preparation 
of a “trew mappe for our better tmderslandinge of the same “and 
the tike mapp " (they cootinaed) “ would we hc^ him diawe exactly of 
tJu wJtfiU Country ef tkt rnw/ Mtkfyll, for the CituatK® of Agra, 
Labor Bbrna^ etc, and all me naers wheorvppon thcr Cltlics stand and 
whkh come oown to Cambaya or other placet, ^Mck to tkU mu 
amid fifotttr homo, Downtoo, howev er had found no opportunity of 
canyrnf out ih^ project 

* Of course either January or February i6ao, would be mcloded In 
1619 in the old style of reckoning. 
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be admitted , but it is difficult to see why “ the kingdom of the 
Kakares,” which IS stated to “border northeast on Kishmier,” 
should have been placed itself to the north-east of that , province , 
or why “ Kanduana," which Roe had located (with tolerable accu- 
racy) to the S W of Bengal, should have been moved to the far 
north Multdn is described in Roe’s list as “ lying vpon Indus,” 
but in the map it is quite away from the nver, probably because 
It IS said, by an error, that the “Pen-jab” borders “north-east upon 
Multan while Attock, which Roe had placed, quite nghtly, at 
the junction of the Kdbul nver with the Indus, is fixed to the 
south of Lahore On the other hand, it is almost incredible that 
Baffin should not have shown at least a draught of the map to the 
person at whose suggestion (probably) it was undertaken, and 
who would certainly feel the liveliest interest in such a matter 
The fact, too, that Narwar, which is stated in the list to be S W 
of Chitor, should have been changed to the N E instead, suggests 
the influence of Roe, or of someone who, like him, knew enough 
of western India to make the correction , and the introduction 
of the “ Longe Walke ” between Delhi and Lahore, of the Cow’s- 
head gorge at Hard war, and of “Jallamakee, the pilgnmage of 
the Banians ” — all obviously derived from the narratives of Tom 
Coryat — may also have been due to the ambassador Terry’s 
statement that the map was “ first made by the ’special observa- 
tion and direction ” of Roe would of course settle the question, 
if It could be relied on ^ but it was made many years after the 
date of publication, and (as we have seen), the reverend gentle- 
man’s memory was not to be trusted implicitly The general 
attribution of the map to Roe is sufficiently explained by the use 
made of his name in the title, and the fact that hat fresh matter 
It contained was undoubtedly derived from information supplied 
by him 

That that information, though often inaccurate, constituted on 
the \shole an important advance, may be seen on comparing 
Baffin’s map with the one given in the standard atlas of the 
penod, VIZ , the Gerardi Mercatons Atlas denuo auctus, of which 
a fourth edition was published by Hondius at Amsterdam 
about 1612^ A glance at the latter will shew how little was 
previously known as regards the intenor of the Indian peninsula 
The coast line and the chief ports had been given with fair 
accuracy in Linschoten’s map (see the English edition of 1598), 
from information drawn from Portuguese charts , and in the atlas 
this IS copied fully, though somewhat carelessly But the intenor is 
still a region to be filled in almost at random The Indus falls into 
the Gulf of Cambay (an error which Roe specially emphasizes), 
while Its proper place is occupied by a nver called the R. de 


^ This was the atlas presented by Roe to Jahdngfr and returned by 
him, as related on pp 414, 417 
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Dial SInde. Ertn the be*t known of the up-coontry aties — 
Lahore, Ddhl, Agn» Paina, etc. — ^wcro located guenwotk and 
the whole counlrr ts portrayed fn a most nidimentary &»hion. 

In these respects the mw drawn by Baffin was a great adrance 
upon Its preaecessor The Indus for the first time assumes 
somewhat of its proper shape, and It Is dulr Identified wrth the 
liver entering the ocean near DiuUind (Ldrfbandar) In Diet, 
the whole of western and the greater part of central India may be 
said to be portrayed with fair though fiir from complete, accuracy 
^^'herc the difficulty came In was to locate the proinnces— such u 
Jwupar Banhish, Sjba, etc. -whkh were known onl> from 
Roes list In that document the IndKallons given were often 
either too vague lo be of os^ or else Irreconcflable with other 
slaiementt. The map-maker seems therefore In desperation to 
have filled them In almost at random, and, as we have seen 
most of his guesses were very far from being succtssfaL Vdera, 
again, was not recognued as the Orm of the Portaguese charts 
and Its erroneous location In Roe’s list ( the utmost East of the 
Mogutls Tctrltoncs beyond the Bay") led to lU Insertion b e t ween 
Bengal and Dorma, while “ Onxa" occupies its proper posiuon. 

There was at least one re-issue of the map m its separate form 
Mr C G Cash, of Edinburgh, possesses a map of India similar 
to the one under discussion, except that ru dale Is 163s and that 
the copies stated (0 hare been Pnnied/er Utnt^ and 

Benttuntn Fiiker and art U It seuldt at tkt Talhit witMant 
Atdtn^U htr Cash has kmdly compared the two in detail, 
and his foimd that th^ ore al^Iuteiy Identical In all other 
respects, and that the fibres In the date are evidenOv not the 
original ones. It is dear, therefore, that the plate had been 
pas^ on from the first propnetor to Messrs. Tombs and Flsber 
who had Uicn Issued a fresh Impression, after allering the date 
and inseitiog thdr own names. 

Some six years after Its pubbcatlon, Baffin s map was re- 
engraved on a reduced scale Urt Purtkas HU Pilgrtma and as 
the form in which It there appeared is the only one which has 
hitherto been generally accessible, ft may be useful to make a 
brief comparison. The same cogTaver Renold Elstrack, was 
employed, but bb work had nothing like the accuracy of the first 

edition. In the one case he was working (we may assume) under 

the superintendence of Baffin , In the other he was left to his 
own dw ees . Hence we find that in the later map signs of haste 
•mi negligence abound. Elstrack has, In the first instance, 
marked the Ganges delta as SInde, for In spite of attempts to 
erase the name from the plate It may still be read , the fronutt 
of Bengal tip/l to be rvwT ert<*d, and the alterttiou has left 
part of the name outside the boundary of the province , while 
Hafatcan has been turned into Halacan, Broderi into Brodem, 
JaHamakeo Into Hlamakec, and so on In at least half a dozen 

N N 
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instances. In other respects, the copy follows the original with 
fair accuracy , but it must always remain a careless and untrust- 
worthy version of Baffin’s handiwork. 

The next appearance of the map (on a still smaller scale) was 
in Terry’s work in 1655 In this, many of the names of provinces 
and towns have been omitted, and amongst other mistakes 
“Ugen” has become “Upen,”“ Cambay” “Campay,” “Buckor” 
“Bucko,” and “Jeselmeere” has been shortened to “Jesel” 
But the (unknown) engraver avoids some of the errors of Pur- 
chas’s version, and it is evident that he worked not from the latter 
but from the 1619 map Ten years later (1665) the same plate 
was made use of in the version of Terry \\hich was published as 
a supplement to Havers’ translation of Della Valle’s letters (see 
p 527) The copy, by the way, given in the 1777 repnnt of 
Terry’s book is still more inaccurate than its predecessor 

To follow in detail the influence of Baffin's map on the work 
of succeeding geographers would carry us beyond our limits It 
may suffice to say that it is w nt large upon every map of India, 
English or foreign, which was produced for quite a century 
Roe’s name lent the map an authority which probably he would 
have been the first to deprecate , and though later geographers 
might doubt the accuracy of some of its details, it was only after 
great hesitation that they ventured to amend them Consequently, 
Siba, Nakakutt, Jenupar, Peitan, Kanduana, Jesuall, Meuat and 
the tw'o Onssas — mostly in the positions assigned by Baffin — 
appear m turn in the maps of Blaev, Van den Broucke (Valen- 
tyn’s Oud en Niew Oost Indien^ vol v), Sanson, Ogilby, Bernier 
and even Catrou (1715) , and it w’as not until the advent of 
scientific map-making with Rennell (who went back for his politi- 
cal divisions to the Ain itself) that Indian geography shook off at 
last the incubus of these and similar errors 







A1'PCKDI\ n 


I— Tlir C 0 M^A ^^’3 AGRFPMFST WITH ROF.' 

(I O. RetOfd* \fncfl/amr tii f 155**) 

RTICI ^-S of Aptrxmtnt made and con 
eluded ihc Sixiccnlh date of NortmbcT 
1614 the Cotjctnor and Company 

of Metrhanic* of l^ndon tradin)* into the 
Va^\ Indies on the one |Oflc, And Sir 
TTiomat Rooe IcniRhu on thothfer) parte 
at foUowcth 

WltcTcai the Oouemor and Company 
hauc nomynalcd the foresaid Sir Thomas 
Roc and procured hit Nlajcttie to employ him at his J^botsador 
10 the Grand Magorc for the better osiabhvhlnp and sctlinge an 
abtolote trade In any partes within the l)ominion» of the greate 
^Iogorc aforcsaKl, 

The said Gouemet and company finding that they cannot 
conircnyctilly proportion any cencnljrfor the cxpcnc(e]of Dittt 
both for Sir Thomas Roc and hii rctmewc, dot leaue the 
mana^g thereof tohh Ihjcrccion. care, and wtidome, relying 
▼pon hrt fnjgaUiiy wheton he promlseth hit Micrmott cndcarors, 
And to cause a lust accompt to be kept of all cxpcnces from the 
beginning to the Fmd, at alsoc to deiiucr tiip a particuler of 
whatiocYcf ihalbc allowed vnlo him bv the grand Mogore And 
If It shall toe liappen that the Grand Mogore shall graunt a dayltc 
or yearcly allowance mto him for liU Uietl and followers during 
hit abode there to counterradc ihotc exticncct, That then hs 
shall free the Cottjpany from the said chanJgc. 


* I tinted In TAe Ftni iMl'T^ko^k of Mr hast Imfin Ctmfkxny 
(p 446) but again reproduced on account of Us importance 10 the 
subject In hand. 

This Is only a copy what became of the original corcnanis is not 
known. 
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The said Sir Thomas Roe doth promise to forbeare all private 
Trade for himselfe or any other, either directly or indirectly, and 
doth assure the Company by a faithfull promise to hinder it in 
others (All that he can) and to giue intelligence vnto them of 
any that he shall take notice of to offend in that nature or shall 
by any meanes come to the knowledge of, and wilbe read) to 
glue his best assistance vnto theire cheife Factor, vpon any 
occacion, to punish all offenders that shall deserue punishment, 
according to the quallity of theire offences 

And lastly, to free himselfe from all lust cause of doubt con- 
cerning theire stock in the Country, Hee is willing not to inter- 
meddle with any of theire moneyes there, as he doth voluntarily 
offer, And will not desir aboue the value of One hundred poundes 
vpon any spetiall occacions, to haue it repaid back againe out of 
nis meanes, when they shall growe due, Promising not to haue 
to doe with any parte of there merchandize, but to I^aue it 
wholly to the Managing of theire factors whome they shall appoint 
for theis purposes 

In consideracion of the premisses, the said Gouernor and Com- 
pany doe for themselfes and their Successors promise to allowe 
vnto the said Sir Thomas Roe yerely, for soe long a time as he 
shalbee imployed in this service, the somme of Six hundred 
poundes. Three hundred thereof to be paid in the Country at fower 
shillinges sixpence the Riall, for his maintenance of Apparrell and 
other expences, And thother Three hundred poundes shall yerely 
be put into the Joinct stocke to be ymployed for his benifitt pro- 
portionablely with all other aduentures For his better encourage- 
ment, whereby to tye his uttermost endeavours to be ymployed 
for the good of the Company, They were willing to giue him a 
true Testimony of theire affeccions, And therefore bestowed on 
him freely the some of Five hundred markes ymprested vpon his 
Salarie, to dispose of as he should thinke fitting 

The said Gouernor and Company, desiring to be at a certenty 
concerning the wages of all such servantes as shall attend him, 
are contented to allowe him a hundred poundes per Annum for 
him to giue them satisfaccion, besides a preacher and Chirurgion 
whoc shall haue wages at the Companyes charge, the Preacher 
50 It per Annum, and tiie Chirurgion Twenty and tower poundes. 
And did freely bestowe the some of Thirty poundes to be disposed 
by him for the Liueryes of his said followers, In consideracion 
whereof he promiseth to entertayne none to attend him but such 
as the Company shall approve of 

The said Gouerner and Company are likewise contented to 
deliuervnto Sir Thomas Roc the somme of Fifteene* poundes 
m hand, being the one halfe of the yerely allowauncc giuen by the 
Company towardes the entertainement of his follow’ers, and alsoc' 


‘ An error for “ fifty ” 
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Frae tnd Tircnijr pounda for the halfc of the yeaiely allowtnce 
pren by them vnto the PTcadicr» and Twelue poundes for the 
like halfc Tcaies allowance vnto the chlrtirgron, And for the 
time ensewing n is agreed to baue them^ t^fe of theire said 
yearely allowance to be paid vnto Sir Thomas Roc In the Country 
for theire dischardge. 

And lastly the said Gooemor and company are contented to 
lend vnto the said Sir Thomas Roe the somme of one hundred 
poundes to buy plate for his Toble, which some be promlteth to 
rcpalc back a^ine at his retomc or delmer the value thereof m 
FUte, Or to luue it answered out of hts Aduentare, if he die. 

Mcwraniuwu W hercas Sir Thomas Roc, Kt, hath receyved 
the somme of Three hundred thlrtie and three poundes sbe 
shfUinges and Eight pence, pane of the Salary whi^ b to bee 
tUow^ him for the ymplo) 7 nent, according to former agreement, 
whereby there cantwt be soc much pot into the Jointc stock the 
first ycare as Is formerly mendoned, The said Sir Thomas Roe 
doth therefore Couenant to haue one hundred markes more of 
hb salarle to make vpp the full of Power hundred poundes to be 
paid heare to such os he shall consigne it vnto, arid onely Twoc 
hundred poundes put into the loynt stock for hb vse In thb ha 
first ycare of ymployment, The second yeart Three hundred 
poundes u was formerly rcsould* of, and the like for the Third, 
which in thea Three ycares will arbe to the somme of Eight 
handred poundes to m disposed for hb benefit in the Jolnct 
stock acc^ifwe to former Couenant and agreement 

Id wiines of which agreement and Corenantes concluded, the 
said Gouemor and Company haue for themidues and there 
Succcssoun caused ihcne C^mon Scale to be fiied to one 
parte thereof^ and the said Sir Thomas Roe hath t.o the other 
parte put his hand and Scale the day and yeare first abouc- 
wnttcru 


IL— ROYAL COMMISSION TO SIR THOMAS ROE. 
(Rymer’i Fedcra^ voi xn, pp. 775, 776*) 

Dt Traetandfi cum Mcnarcha Iniiarum Ontniabum super 
Ammita ct CcmMcrac 

Jamc, by the Grace of God, of Great Bnttaine, Fraurjce and 
Irdand Kmft Defender of the Faith, etc. 

Whereas the high and mighty Monarch, the Create Magoar 
King of the Orienull Indyes, of Condahy, of Chismcr « 
Corasou* etc., hath of late confirmed unto our SuWeeta, under hb 
Great Kirmi, diverse Rytci, Libertyea and Privileges for their 

* ” The one " b meant. * An ennr for ** rtsohrfejL 

* Kandahar, Kashmir, and Khorassan. 

t A ^ ’ ’ 
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peaceable Trade and Commerce with his People throughout all 
his Domynions, promiseinge and undertaking to safe conducte 
and defende them therein 

We, being ready and desirous on our Parts to correspond in 
the lyke Offices of Frendshippe with the said Create Monarch, 
and to maintayne the Entercourse and Traffique which hath so 
happylie been begun, have resolved, for better supporting of our 
said Subjects in their Trade, to sende expressely unto the said 
Great Magoar our Trusty and Welbeloved Subjecte, Sir Thomas 
Rowe, knight, a principall Gentleman of our Courte 

Knowe yee therefore that, for the Confidence and Trust which 
We have in the Fidelity and Discretion of the said Sir Thomas 
Rowe, We have constituted, appoyntcd, ordayned and deputed, 
and hereby do constitute, appoynt, ordayne and depute the said 
Sir Thomas Rowe our true and undoubted Attorney, Procurator, 
legate and Ambassador 

Giving and Graunting unto him full Power and Auctority to 
treate, as well with the said Create Monarch, as with any 
his Servants, Councellors, or other Dcputyes to be by him 
appoynted in that behalfe, and with them agree and conclude 
concernynge the Maintaynance and Continuance of the Amity 
and Course of Marchandiz betweene Us, and our Realmes and 
Dominions, and the Realmes and Dominions of the said Great 
Magore, and therefore to agree, compound and covenant in such 
forme, and upon such Articles, Covenants and Conditions as to 
the same Sir Thomas Rowe shall in his Discretion be thoughte 
meete for the naturall [mutual ?] Good of both our Subjects 

Promiseing hereby, in good Faith and in our Princely Word, 
that We will allow, approve and confirm whatsoever our said 
Ambassador shall doe and agree unto in and concemyng the 
Premisses 

And whereas it may fall out that, either by the Emulation and 
Envy of other Nations, who seeke to engrosse the whole Trade 
of those Parts into their Hands, our said Ambassador might be 
hindered and interrupted from landing into the said Great 
Magoare his Country , or, by the Inconstancy and Mutability of 
those People, after his first Reception may be driven suddaynlye 
to retire from thence for as much as, in either of those Acci- 
dents, or uppon any other just Occasion that may fall out to 
frustrate the execution of the Charge committed to him as afore- 
said, the Governor and Company Trading into the East Indies 
have resolved to use the further Service of the said Sir Thomas 
Rowe in some of their Shippes for further Discovery into the 
Redd Seas or any other Places elsewhere 

We, likewise approving and favonng the said Course of our 
Marc^nts, doe hereby straightly charge and commande the said 
Sir Thomas Rowe and all other under his Government that 
neither in their Voiage outward or homeward, or in any Country, 
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lUod. Port or Place where they shall abide doryng the tyme of 
theff bdng abroad, if they mete with any the Subjects of the 
King of Spaync or of any other our Confederata, Frendei or 
Allyes, or of any other Nation or People their Ships, Vessels, 
Goodes or Man^undizea, they doe not attempt or goe about 
to set Qppon, take or surprise their Persons, Vessels, Goods 
or ilarchonduei or offer any Injury or Discurtesy unto thgm, 
except they shall be by them first thereunto Justly proToked or 
driven, either In the Just Defence of their own Persons, Shippes, 
Vessels, Goods or MarchaurKhres bjr any their Disturbance or 
Hindennce whatsoc\-er m their quiet Course of Trade, or for 
Rccompence and Recover) of the Persons, ShJppes, Goods or 
Marcbanducs of any our Subjects that are or have b^ already 
in or near the East Indies, or for any other just cause of their 
Defence or Rccompcrice of Losses susiayned. In which Cases 
so excepted, >f they attcropic, surprise and take the Persons, 
Shippes and Goods of any Pnnee or State by whose Subjects 
they shall sustayne any \\ rongs or Losse in manner as aforesaid, 
they shall not for any such Act or Acts, grounded upon the 
Occasions abovementioned, ht m danger and subject to the 
Perills and Penalties of our Lawes. 

In witness whereof We have caused these our LetteiB to be 
made Patents and sealed with our Great Scale. 

Given under our Hand, at our Palace of Westminster the 
eight' Day of January In the twelvcth Ycre of our Rmgne of 
Great Bryttayne, Fraunce and Ireland, and In the Yeare of our 
Lord God one thousand six hundred and fourteen [1615]. 

Jkrt/fuwt 

Caxew 


HI ^THE KING’S INSTRUCTIONS TO ROE.* 
(Public Records Office £. Inixts^ voL 1, Na 44-) 

Iniimccx^ns for Sir Tfiotnoi Rtwe km^, aaUrixtd by vs vndsr 
vur GrtiU Seals ef England /# rtfoirt as our Am k a ssai eur ta 
ike Qrtai Magoar 

James R. 

AVhcrcas wee have given you Commission to negotiate with the 
Great Magoar or Emper ou r of the OnenUU Indies flee., and also 
have given you Creditt by our letters for anie thing you shall 
deal with him or his Minlrtcra Concerning the good and safety of 
our subiectes Trade and Commerce, Wee have thought good, for 


Carte, In toroe MS, papers piesej i ed m the Bodleian, grres the 
“»te as the tenth of January bet he was probably mlttikm . 

^ A fall abstract o( these inftractkms will be found among the Carte 
MSS. (No. 103, £ 383^ in the Bodleian Library 



your further direccion and Carnadge thenn, to deliuer you theis 
instruccions 

First, m your Carnadge, to be Carefull of the preservaccion of 
our honour and dignity, both as wee are a soverame Pnnce and 
a professed Christian, aswell in your speeches and presentacion 
of our letters as in all other Circumstances as farre as it standeth 
with the Custome of those Countnes. 

Next, that you vse all the Meanes you can to advance the 
Trade of the East India Company and to procure them all Com- 
modities of safetie and profit that you may, which being the Maine 
scope of your ymploiment. Wee doe therm referre you to such 
further direccions and prescripcions as you shall in that behalf at 
present or hereafter receaue from the said Compame,! fj-om which, 
either towardes the persons of their factors or their Goodes, you 
are in noe wise to digresse, as you will answeare the Contrarie at 
your penll 

And if the Great Magoar shall aske you why the Portugalles 
of Goa or theraboutes doe not agree with our subiectes in those 
parts, but as Emmies doe vse all hostility against them (their 
King, our brother of Spaine, being in league and amity with 
vs), you may thervnto answeare that it is true that there is a 
Generali league and amity betwixt that King and vs, with hbertie 
of free Trade and accesse to each others dommions, But the 
Portugalles, desirous to engrosse to themselues the whole Trade 
and Commerce of those partes of the East Indies, and thereby 
to keep as it were all those Kinges and Contnes vnder their sub- 
leccion and Commaund, doe seeke to depnve our subiectes from 
that hbertie of Commerce in those partes which the lawe of 
Nations doth Cast vpon vs Yet Notwithstanding, being able to 
repell their force in those partes_ by way of defence against their 
vniust oppressions. Wee are Willmg to abstaine from further 
Actions of offence in respect of our Generali Amity with them 

For all other matters Concerning our state, because those 
Princes are most apt to seeke to Maintaine Correspondencie 
with the greatest and Mightiest Pnnces, wherof they make their 
particular Judgmentes much by fame and report, their Contnes 
being so farre remote from Meanes to vnderstand them in more 
particular fashion, you may by way of discourse, the rather to 
drawe on the Constanae of his affeccion towardes you in your 
Ambassage and our subiectes, descnbe more particulerhe the 
quahtie and Constitucion of our Estate, aswell in regard of the 
severall Kingdomes and People which Almightie God hath sub- 
lected vnto vs, as in those other blessinges which God hath 


* The Company’s instructions to the ambassador, drawn by William 
Hamson (their treasurer) and Hugh Hamersley, were approved at a 
meeting held on January 4, 1615 Unfortunately, no copy is now 
forthcoming 
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bestowed Ypon ts and oor hopefaH Postenty, for the quiet and 
peaceable eoreming of the same. 

To whlw Greumttance of Greatnes, jtJu may add the accesse 
of OUT power and itrength at Sea, whkh gh-elh yi not onelie 
repeuaonand autoriiy aroongit the Greatest Pnncci ofChruten- 
dome, but Makcth ti cren a Terrour to all other Nations, 
Concluding all with this happincs, that Wee be not oncBe abfo- 
latehe ob^ed but vnlvenally bcloaed and admyred of all our 
People. 

And Unlr, forasmuch as In partes reraotc there may {all out 
many occasions that may Induce vou eiihcr to send or vndertake 
a kwmey your lelfe mlo the bordering Nations, the Emperor of 
Cbma or any other, for Confirmaaon of league and amity with 
them, to whom also we haue sent our Recall letters to procure 
trade and Comerce for our loueing Subiectcs the Marchantei 
trading those partes, you rruy then take holde of such occasion 
to adrance the ben^tt of oor said Marchantes, whereto cheiBy 
teodeth your employment, and by Ycrtue of this our Comission 
capitulate with or any other tordcring Nations according to 
su^ Instructions as sbaltM giuen yon by them. 

Rapht \Vtnw*oi. 

Signed at Whlthall 
the 29 of December, 1614 


IV— LETTER FROM KING JAMES TO THE GREAT 
MOGUL 

(Purchase toL 1, p. 580 ') 

The fSngs Ldten stmt to Selim Shagh^ the GrtaS tm 

tMeyeare i6i4[ 5 ir jhemuu Rot, 

James, by the Grace of AlnnghUe God, the Creator of Heauen 
and E^h King of Great Britaine, France and Ireland, 
Defender of the Oinstian Faith, etc. 

To the high and rolghde Monarch the Great Mow, King of 
the Orienlaff Indies, of Chsndahar of Chismer and Conuoo, &c. 
Greeting 

We hauing notice of your great iuonr toward Vs and Our 
Snbiects, Your Great Rlrma to all Your Captames of Rincrs 
and Ofheets of Yonr Cuttomes, for the enlertaynment of Our 
looing Snbiects the English Nation with all bnd respect at whaL 
time foeoer they shall amue at any of the Ports within Your 


* From a copy found by Pnrehas omoog HaklayA Wf™-. 

* Shah, the emperort proper name. Ho is. bowerm 
always known by the title of Jahiogfr which be assumed upon his 
accessKO to the thxooe. 
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Dominions, and that they may haue quiet Trade and Commerce 
without any kind of hinderance or molestation, &c , As by the 
Articles concluded by Sue Suff, Gouernour of the Guzerats, in 
Your Name, with Our louing Subiect Captame Thomas Best 
appeareth Haue thought it meete to send vnto You Our Ambas- 
sadour, which may more fully and at large handle and treate of 
such matters as are fit to be considered of, concerning that good 
and fnendly correspondence, which is so lately begunne betweene 
Vs, and which will without doubt redound to the honour and 
vtilitie of both Nations In which consideration, and for the 
furthering of such laudable Commerce, Wee haue made choice 
of Sir Thomas Roe, Knight, one of the principall Gentlemen of 
Our Court, to whom Wee haue giuen Commission vnder Our 
Great Seale of England, together with directions and instructions 
further to treate of such matters as may be for the continuance 
and increase of the vtilitie and profit of each others Subiects 
to whom We pray You to giue fauour and credit in whatsoeuer 
Hee shall mooue or propound toward the establishing and 
enlarging of the same And for confirmation of our good incli- 
nation and wel-wishing toward You, We pray You to accept in 
good part the Present, which our said Ambassadour will deliuer 
vnto You And so doe commit You to the mercifull protection 
of Almightie God 


V— THE COMPANY’S INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE 
NEGOTIATIONS IN PERSIA 
(I O Records Miscellaneous Court Book, i 157^) 

A declaration of the opinions of vs the Goueimor and Company of 
Merchantes of London trading into the East Indies, what we 
thinke fiti to set downe as Enstrucaons for the right Honour- 
able Sir Thomas Roe, his Maiesties Embassador residing with 
the great Mogoll, concerning the seiltng of a Trade in Persia 

First, That your Lordship receiue due mformacion from 
Armenians, Moores, and such other Merchantes as trade out of 
Persia into the Mogores dominions, of the distance of place wher 
the Silke is principallye to be had vnto the Port that may be 
most commodious for our Shippes to repaire vnto 

2 Also to take good knowledge of a sufficient Port, both for 
fitnes (m regard of repaire and entrance therunto) as also for the 
saufetye of our people and goodes 

3 Likewise of the quantitye of silke that is yearlye bought by 
merchantes and exported out of Persia , as also of the currant 


^ Printed m The First Letter book of the East India Company, 
p 455 The circumstances in which these instructions were drawn 
are explained at p 421 
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pike lhat >l bcarclh in ihose partes ordinarily, and what the 
charge iherof may be bv canage from that place vnto the Port 
wher wee ar to lade it , To the end that the prindpall cost and 
charges may plamlyc anpcarc vnio vs. 

4. Which potntes bdng dulye examined and mformaclon taken 
acconiinglyc, then to consider of some fitting person or persoos 
(two or three at the roost) whomc you may send to treate with 
the king of Persia on our Klngcs behalf for the establishment 
of such a Trade with \t as will aunswer with oar roeanes and 
ventes of our Commodltyes, well cnstructed by your Lordshipp 
In the Articles following, and such other thlngcs as to j-on shall 
seme most convenient And therm to l)inll the charges accord 
Ing to year Lordships discrccion, for that wee hauc fownd the 
expcnces of Richard Steele to bo venc cxtraordmaiyc and much 
dutastfull to the Company 

5 And the better to cnhablc them to treate with the kin^e of 
Persia or his officers wee haue sent you a Coppie of the Capitula 
cktns agreed Tppon betwixt the Kings Malcslie and the Grand 
bienlor for our Ifcc trade into Turkey, wherby with your Lord 
ihipps good heipe, such Articles may be framed ther to be sent 
with th^ as may be fit to be presented to the King of Persia for 
the establishment of what wee desire, least, beii^ referred to 
thar settmg downe, somwhat may be mistaken to our disadrantage. 
And for the better cnhabling of your l,ordsbip therin wee haoe 
set downe such other notes as wee thlnke fit to be beested. 

To uy 

1 That there may be a ccitainc rate agreed vppon for 
Customes or Tolies (yf any be ther payable) and that with as 
much Oiaor as may ^ 

IL That ther may be assigned vs a saufe and secure Port, 
wher our shippei mar ndc, without pcrill of the Seas and daunger 
of the Eneroye^ And wher our &tart for the scUmg of ours and 
buymg of their commodltyes may be letled wilhwt ouer ftrre 
cariage Into the Countryc. 

IIL That wee may hsue some good assurance That for their 
Silkc they will accept at the least Ihone half of English commo- 
diUcs at reasonable rates, especiallye 

Ooath at aoA. sterling per Cloath or 80 Ryalls of 8, 

Blewe Kenlesof 30 Tar^perpeece,at s5 Kyalli ofSperpeect 

Northeme Kersyes in cooloun, of 17 yardes the kersye, at 16 
Ryalls of 8, 

Tynne In barres, at 30 Ryalls of 8 the 100 weight English. 

Batterye^ alias Brasse kettles at 40 Ryalls of 8 the 100 weight 

The other half to be paid in re^y mony Spices, and other 
Indian commodltyes. 


^ A/., metal utensils wrought by hammering 
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6 And the better to explaine our selues what wee desire, That 
the pnce of Silke may be contracted for more certamtie and 
some good assurance giuen that it may be laden cleare of all 
charges abourd our shipps at a Riall and a half of 8 the pownd 
of 1 6 ounces, which is the greatest price that we can resolue to 
glue and is more then the whight China silke doth cost in the 
Indies, that is sould here for aboue 20 shillings the pownd of 16 
ounces , And this Persian silke sould here (according to ordinane 
price) not for aboue 16 shillings the pownd of 16 ounces At 
which prices, and good condicions as aforesaid, wee shalbe able 
to take from the Persian yearlie 8000 Bales of his silke, of 180/1 
English ech Bale or ther aboutes 

Your Lordship may perceiue what our desire is by the 
premisses , But if you cannot effect it in the same manner and 
condicions. Then to trye howe neare you may bring it thervnto , 
And therof to certifye vs with all possible expedicion. That 
according as wee find cause wee may precede 


VI —LETTER FROM KING JAMES TO SIR THOMAS 

ROE 

(Public Records Office* E Indies, vol 1, No 57^) 

To our nght trustie and well beloued seruant Sir Thomas Roe, 
Knight, our Ambassadour resident with the Grand Mogull 
James R. 

Right trustie and welbeloued, Wee greete you well. Wee 
haue seen your Letters wntten vnto vs in February last^ and 
we haue bene also more particularly mformed by our pnncipall 
Secretary of the adverticementes which came from you at that 
tyme m your other private letters , which haue giuen vs very 
good contentment, being resolued to retame in a gratious 
memory the dilhgences and dexterity which you haue vsed in 
your negociahons there. In particular we do approue of the 
entrance of a treaty which you haue begon to make with the 
Sophy of Persia for the opening of his Gulfe and inlarging the 


^ Pnnted m the Calendar of State Papers, B Indies, 1617-21, 
Preface, p xxvi 

® See p. 132 The present letter was wntten at the instance of the 
East India Company, as Roe guessed (p 479). A note from Smythe 
to Wmwood, asking his assistance in procunng it, is among the MSS 
of the Duke of Buccleuch {Reports of Hist MSS Commit, 1899, 
vol 1, p 180) Its receipt by Roe is noted on p 430 , and his reply 
will be found on p 495 
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trade of our subiecles into his Dominions, especudly for the 
trafEqoc and commerce of iilVc , bcinge resoloed to prosecute 
the same to effect, according© as we shall iudge it requisite vpon 
the further adi-Trticcmenles that we shall hecraftcr rcceaue from 
you. In the mcancljrme wc do authonxe you to proceed m your 
good beginmngs and to dispatch into Icrsia some fit persons 
sdih such Instructions as you shall recenue from thcOouemour and 
Committies of the East Indie Company tonpen and prepare that 
bosines. And moreoucr If you shall find all thln^ there so 
well prepared that you mav come to the conclusion of a treaty to 
the purpose abouc-named, without further circumstance we do 
In such case heerby giuc you power to perfect and conclude, or 
cause to be perfected and concluded, a treaty of Comcrcc betwixt 
ibc said great Sophy and >i, for the muluall good of the subiectes 
and dominions of vs both, without attending from hence any 
other directions then a confirmaaon only of that treaty which 
ihalbc by vi foorthwilh ratified, according ns you shall m our 
narne vndertakc the same. 

Giucn vnder our signet at our Paflacc of IVestminstcr the 4lh 
of February i6i6( lyf 


VIL— LETTER FROM THE GREAT MOGUL TO KING 
JAMES' 

{BntUh Museum A/S. 4155 f loa) 

M^hen your MajesUe shall open this lettre lelt your royill hart 
bee as fresh as a iwecte garden Lett all people make reuerence 


* This b the document mentioned In the ambassador’s letter to 
King James of Febmary 15 1618 (see p. 497). The text here gi'rcn 
n nim a copy In Roc’s ba^wntlog and may therefore be accepted 
os autbontatlvc. Mr Sainsbury nos printed a slightly different 
Tcnkm In the preface to his c/ SiaU Pmptrtt E 

1617 ai taken from an ttndat^ copy In the Public Record Office 
{E /ndus yoL l No. 68) ; and a third copy also presently some 
tmlraportent vartatlons, Is in AddL V 5 ' 3 W 5 (f- 37 )* Thw b 
farther amooc the Marquis of SallsbUTy’s at Hatfield, a docu 
ment containing (as Mr R, T Cunton has been kind enough to 
ascertain for me) copies of both this and the following letter on a 
tlnijle sheet endors^ ‘•Two letters finm the Great Mogd to his 

il^eity 1619 and yet another copy of the two IS tnvwig the Carte 

MffS. In the Bodleian Ubrary (Na 103, t aSo) Tenv quotes ihe 
opening lines of both, and says (not quite correctly) that one was 
written a year before the other r a • 

Mr Sainsbury was unable to assign a date closer than ? l6i8 
This want Is now supplied by Roes note at the end of the letter, 




558 


APPENDIX B 


In the origmall are 
many titles of 
honor and prayses 
cast away vpon mee. 


at your gate , lett your throne bee aduaf the 
These salutations higher , amongst the greatnes of the kyngs o.test 
prop^ett Jesus lett your Majestie bee the gre/ and 
onginali i and all monarchques deriue their counsell :yne, 
wisedome from your brest as from a fountijnsh 
that the law of the majestie of Jhesus may reuiue and flo 
vnder your protection jnts, 

The lettre of loue and frendship which you sent and the presd by 
tokens of your good affection toward mee, I haue receiue Roe 
the hands of your Ambassador, Sir Thomas Lant) 
In the origmall are (who well desserueth to bee your trusted seriappy 
honoTL‘d pr^^ses deliuered to mee in an acceptable and hjxed 
castaway vpon mee. houre , vpon which myne eyes were soe | any 
that I could not easelye remooue them toight 
other obiect, and haue accepted them with great joy and dell my 
Vpon which assurance of your royall loue I haue giuei|ions 
generall command to all the kyngdomes and ports of my Dominiects 
to receiue all the merchantes of the English nation as the sub'they 
of my frend, that in what place soeuer they choose to hue and 
may haue reception and residence to their owne content they 
safety, and what goods soeuer they desire to sell or buy. Port 
may haue free hbertie without any restraynt , and at what shall 
soeuer they shall amue that neyther Portugall nor any other shall 
dare to molest their quiett , and in what Cytty soeuer they Cap- 
haue residence, I haue commanded all my Gouernors and ^ to 
teynes to giue them freedome answerable to their owne desire^e 
sell, buy, and to transport into their Countrie at theire pleasuyour 
For confirmation of our loue and frendship, I desire hpps 
Majestie to Command your merchants to bnng in their Sh and 
of all sorts of rareties and nch goods fitt for my pallace , erye 
that you bee pleased to send mee your royall lettrs by etyous 
oportumtie that I may reioyce in your health and prospeill 
affayres, that our frendship may bee enterchanged and etemj'and 
Your Majestie is learned and quick-sighted as a prophett e. 
can conceiue much by few woords, that I neede wnte no moi 
The God of Heauen giue you and us increase of Honor 

1 in 

Written in Amadauaz, the cheefe cytty of Guzuratt, scale feb 
a case of gould Satten, sent to the Ambassador the 20 day of a 
i6i7[-i 8] (the coppy firmed by the secretarie), in answere hich 
lettre by his majestie of Great Bnttayne dated i6i6[-i7] , v\|J m 
should haue beene sent for England by the fleete returnei^r- 
March i6i7[-i8], but deteyned because ther was nothing Am- 
formed according to the contents therof, that therby the fuse 
bassador might vrdge the kyng of Indya to performance or re 
the lettre [ 


^ These are, of course, marginal comments by the ambassado 
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Vin —LETTER FROM THE GREAT MOGUL 
TO KING JAMES. 

(Public Rccordi OfBcc E, Jndtts vol \ No 67 *) 


.f gmtlooi u your Maicsue, whose 

teSJrtbfai£( 3 v)iSl 5 peatnetGod prescnie- As vpon a rose 
bte exprcuCTi ikieranf fa in ft garden, so are myne eyes fixed vpon 
^ nnyntcrne your ostole tiM 
an^faibckowiKciuiKt your Monarchy may prosper and bee 
wf iVtint Tbe augmented aiHl that you may obteyne 

‘•I woorthr the grratna of 

ted far Tbt dimcmhie. your rcnowne , and as your hart is noble 
and Tpright So lelt God giue you a 
glonoui reigne Because you strongly defend the law of the 
Maieslie of Ihesus, which God make yett more flouruhing,* for 
that it was confirmed by miracles And the same Honor which 
God hath giuen mto Moses and to Jesus, the same God give 
TiUoyou. 

- Thelettreof frendihip which you wrote 
^2SSrf.SSSi^ ">"> *t>d haue 

ewfau prtTtet. vnderstood all that was conieyned therm 
•nd all the presents and nzreties which 
you pent mee are delluered rnto mce, which 1 hauc accepted 
with much delight, loue and great content, and haue recctued 
them as if the kyngi my arreestors bad sent them to mee. And 
in whatsocucT I may giue you the hie content I haue giuen my 
command to all ray k^gdomes, subiects and rassalU, as well to 
the greatest os to the (e;^ arrd to all my Sea ports, that it is my 
pleasure and I doe command that to all the English rnarchants 
In all my Uomlnloni there bee giuen freedome and residence , 
and I haue confirmed by my woord that no lubiect of my kyng 
domes ihih bee so bould to doe any Imune or molestation to 


* In Sir Thomas Roe s band, and endorsed by bhn Coppy of 
the lettre of Ghehangicr ih*. mat Mojol and of his agreement 
and contract for rec^ition of the English, made with Sir Thomas 
Roe, hrt ma>cst>ei Ambassador, and sent by him to hts maiettie, 
Anno 161S, 8* die August. 

A second copy containing a few unimportant vanauoni and without 
the marginal notes, forms part of Na 68 in the same vohune. 

This is the letter ddiv er ^ to Roe before his departure from Ahmad 
flrfd (p. 511) as the Mogul's rej^y to King James s further letter (of 
which no copy b extantj presented in DeemrU^er 1617 (pp. 449, 451). 

* A striking instance of Jahingfr^ want of orthodoxy 
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the sayd English, and that their goods 
This IS expressd in the ori merchandise they may sell or 

traficque ^\lth according to their owne 
that no man shall meddle will and to their owne content, and that 
att all, but leit them pass tj^mgs which they desire in my 

them kyngdomes whersoueuer they may buy, 

cany foorth and trade freely, for that it 
is my good will and pleasure that they may soe doe, And that all 
their ships may come and goe to my ports whersoeuer they choose 
at their owne will And I haue commanded the great lord 

Asaph-Chan that he take this contract 
To whom^is^a^ded many busines into his care, that he may 

farthar giue or enlardge m all mattres 
belonging to the land or seas, according as I haue giuen my 

securitie and made agreement , And 
UiSAsTphch^shallgmm whatsoeuer the sayd great lord Asaph- 
to the English all their de- chan shall doe shall stand in force as 

sires, and m these tearmes ^rg]| any articles of contract as m all 
he receiucd his commission j . 

Other their desires or occasions , and that 
whatsoeuer goods shall come from your kyngdome hither vnto 
mee of any kynd or shall goe to you from my kyngdome shall 
receiue no hinderance nor impediment, but shall pass with honor 
and frendship 

So God giue your maiestie health 

Written in Amadauaz, the cheefe cytty of 
Guzeratt, Anno Domini i6i8, Mense 
August, die S"” 


Sowed in a purse of gould and sealed vp by the Diuon at 
both ends , sent to the Ambassador and the cojjpy off the records 
testefied by the Secretane 
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NOTES ON THE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


ronnurr or Sir Thomas Roe. 

REPRODUCTION by the Autotype Com- 
pany of the enj:ni»lng by OcofEt Venue 
which form* the frontrtpiece to The 
«f &r Tkemas Rm tn hs 
Emf>cify U (h Ottcmnn fyrit i6ai aS» 
publtshM in 1740. 

The present copy U from a proof be> 
fore icltcn'* pre^lcd for this purpoie by 
Sir George Birdwood (the lettenng which 
appear* on the pnnt has been added by some former owner). In 
the engraving, as publnhed, the following Inscription oppean on 
the pedestal 1 Sr. Thomas Roe, Kl Embassador to the Great 
^fogol, Grand Signior Kings of Poland, Sweden and Denmark, 
the Emperor and Pnnecs of Germany at RatUbon Chancdlorof 
the Carter and Privy Cotmcdlor Obt An- D 1644 * while 
round the nm of the portrait is inscribed Tetotui Virfus ut rtm 
ted namen fnane n^a Ijtin rendering of the gloomy sentiment 
which Brutus U said to hare quoted Just before his dcath- 
Thc portrait is stated on the engraving to have been painted 
by “Mu M a Dclph," / j* Michlel Jansren Miereveit of Delft 
1 he date of its execution is not known but, os Roc is shown 
wearing his robes as Chancellor of the Garter, it must necessarily 
have been after January, 1637 

At the time when it was engraved the painting was in the 
possession of the Honourable Wills HIH, whose father Vrscount 
HOlsboroueh, had married Moiy widow of Sir Edmund Denton 
^ cider daughter and co4ieir of Anthony Rowe, the representa 
uve of the elder branch of the Roe tunily The portrait would 
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naturally now be looked for at Hillsborough Castle , but the Right 
Hon Lord Arthur Hill, in response to an inquiry, has kindly 
informed the editor that it is not there A portrait of Roe, 
depicting him as a young man with dark-brown hair, is preserved 
at the Castle, and also a painting of Sir Thomas and Lady Roe, 
ascribed to Vandyke The latter, by the way, is probably the 
“ Sir Thomas Roe and his I^dy, done by Com Jansen,” 
referred to in an old list of historical portraits (of date about the 
end of the seventeenth century) which is now in the possession of 
Mr Lionel Cust , and it may also be the “effigy by Vandyke” (to 
whom pictures by Jansen are often attributed) referred to in 
Richardson’s Preface to the Negohattons 
The frame and acessones in the engraving were of course 
added by Vertue At the top of the picture a laurel wreath is 
placed, on one side of which is a shield with the arms of England, 
and on the other two escutcheons bearing the arms of the Empire 
and Scandinavia respectively, in allusion to Roe’s embassies to 
those countnes Underneath the portrait the most prominent 
object IS Roe’s coat-of-arms three bezants, on a chevron, 
between three trefoils slipped Encircling this is the collar and 
George of the Order of the Garter , and behind it he on the one 
hand the bag of the Chancellor, and on the other his mantle, 
chain and badge As befits a lover of learning, books are piled 
on each side of the pedestal , above these may be seen a docu- 
ment beanng a number of seals, and a Hermes-wand, both 
alluding to his ambassadonal functions, while m the background 
IS the sword which marks the soldier Finally, the Oriental 
headgear and weapons make a special allusion to Roe’s missions 
to Ajmere and Constantinople 


Jahangir and Prince Khurram 

This plate has been copied from Pttrchas his Filgrimes, vol 11, 
p 1474, where it appears as an illustration to Terry’s short sketch 
of his Indian experiences As indicated in the superscription, it 
IS taken from the work of a native artist The Persian inscription 
at the bottom of the picture has suffered at the hands of the 
English engraver, and is consequently difficult to read, but 
Professor Denison Ross renders it as “ In the year \tUegible\ 
in the town of BdndhU, I, the wnter of this, Minuchehr (?), 
was fifty years of age ” 

It seems probable that the illustration is a combination of two 
native miniatures, one containing Jahdngfr and his attendant, 
the other Pnnce Khurram Jahdngfr, it will be noticed, has a 
hawk on his nght hand, and grasps a small bird in his left 'I'he 
Pnnce holds a small book m one hand and the conventional 
flower in the other. 
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Si* Thomas Rors ijTTr* ^o Mr, IxM:>;r 

A faoffOiJc of No. 359 of the India Onkc scrKS of Ontpsaf 
Cimt^*nJ{ttrr The \c%\. lias been printed on ji. if»8 


M^r or WrvrrRS Wdia, miowihi Koi s Route. 

So *pccial remark U nccc'\ify In thU asc. At already 
CTplamed (p. 359V Koe* route from Ajmtrc to Mandd and 
thence to Ahmadlldd has been bW down chicfls from cnlnes 
in the Tktat-i jak'lncin Hn flyinR ndl to Uurhinpur from the 
Utter aiy has not i>cen entered on the map for the reasons 
pven on p 503 

Cordial acknowlcthpnenis arc due to ^fr Rarenvtcint who 
kindly put into form for the dauRhtsman the editor 1 original 
map. 


Tiir hMrrRO* Jmiakui* 

“And now that my Reader may see the Rteal Mogol in a 
Poftraturc (which was taVen from a 1 icture of his drawn to the 
We) I hare amed that to be here inscfled, whKh prwenis 
him In ins dayl) unraned Habite as he is bedeckl and adorned 
with Jewels he continually wean, kor the fashion of the Habte 
In which he It here presented. It Is for the fashion the Habire of 
that whole sasi F^pire so that he who strictly siews this may 
tec the dresse of the men throughout that whole great Monarchy 
—Terry, p. 364 

This (^oruail Is doubtle\s a cojiy of a native miniature brought 
home by Terry It appears to have been engraved m a careless 
manner cp the iioor rendering of the turban, end the hair 
which Is represented as escaping from It at the back 


The 1 MfrRORs Stawharia 
Terry (p 364), describing ihW Illustration say* that It 
tents the ' royal standard of the Creat Mogol which is a Coo 
chant I yon shadowing part of the body of the Sum It is 
probably adapted from lUnint map, where a timibr drawing is 
given a* the Insipiia P UnUntmt yfonarth Mc^pnl 

lids dcsicc at>pcars on many of the jiortralt-coins issuro by 
Tahinplr with the difTetcncc that the face In the tun U musing 
In his. remarks upon these com* (Cuwht of the Moghul E^ptron^ 
llinduudtiy p Ijcxx) 1 rofetsor Stanley Lanc>l oole tay* 
presence of the tun bo* been explained as a reference 
fact that Jahdngir was bom on a Sundar but it U more probable 
that the tun t image appear* in virtue of the tendency 
.2* 003 
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towards solar worship which undoubtedly found encouragement 
under Akbar, and was never positively repudiated by his sue 
cessor It is possible that the choice of the zodiacal sign Leo 
may be connected with the month (rather than the day) of the 
Emperor’s birth, which was surrounded by mystenous omens and 
spintual agencies, if we are to believe the histonans ” It may 
be noted, however, that Clavijo in his embassy to the court of 
Timiir, 1403-6, saw upon a palace in Samarcand “a figure of a 
lion and a sun,” which he says were the arms of the former “ lords 
of Samarcand ” {Embassy of Clavijo, p 124), and it would seem, 
therefore, that Jahdnglr, whatever his motive, was but reviving an 
ancient symbol 

Apparently the device was not adopted by any of his succes- 
sors It IS, of course, well known that the lion and the sun 
constitute the present badge of the Persian state In the Persian 
emblem, however, the hon is to the left, and is represented as 
“ passant guardant,” with a curved sword in his right paw 

Portrait of the Rev Edward Terry 

From the frontispiece to the first edition (1655) of his Voyage 
to East India 

An account of his career has already been given at pp 246, 
377 Further details will be found in the article ivntten by Mr 
Stephen Wheeler in the Dictionary of National Biography 

William Baffin’s Map of Hindustan 

This has been sufficiently desenbed on p 542 

The Royal Signet of the Great Mogul. 

This IS the fourth and last (excluding the map) of Terry's 
illustrations The following is his explanation of it (pp 364- 

367) — 

“ And after that I have caused his Imperial Signet or great 
Seal to be laid down before my Readers eyes, where in nine 
rounds or circles are the Names and Titles of Tamberlane and his 
lineal successors in Persian words, which I shall make presently 
to speak English, and (as I conceive) no more in English than 
what IS fully expressed in those original words 

“ This Seal, as it is here made in Persian words, the great 
Mogol, either in a large or lesser figure, causeth to be put unto all 
Firmaunes or Letters Patents, the present Kings Title put in the 
middle and larger Circle that is surrounded with the rest The 
impression whereof is not made in any kinde of Wax but Ink , 
the Seal put in the middle of the Paper and the wnting about it , 
which Paper there is made very large and smooth and good and 
in divers colours beside white, and all to wnte on And the 
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wordi on the MogoU Sol, bdi^ Imbois’L an put upon both 
Bdc5 of htt Silrcr and Cold Cotn (for there U no Image upon tiny 
of Uy jVnd the like hltle SIgneU or Seals arc used by the great 
men of that Countrey and »o by others of infenour ranl^ haring 
their Names at length engraven on them, with irhich they make 
Impression* or fubscriptions, by Ink put on them, to all their acts 
and deeds, which round Circle Is their hand and Seal to, 

**For Timarlang or Tambcrlane he was famous about the 
year of Chnst 1308, in the last year of the Reign of Richard the 
becood King of LnglantL And he the first of the Race of those 
great Monarchs hath a Title which ipeakithu* 

I Amir Tniur Saheb Ceran,* that is fAt grtai Con^utrtr or 
£m/trvr TTmtir er Tamhtrlant Ixri f^tsessor $f tht C^en or 
cf tht J^r C^ntrt of (ht If ortd 
7 ^e second, hU Son, wai called Miralh Sha, tht Atng and 
tnkmtar cf Can^nft^ or tht tHhtnfor cf hit fathen Conquests * 

5. The third his son, was called Mina Sultan Mabomeds, ifu 
Pnntt and Commandtr for Makcmtt or the Defender cf the 
Mahometan Rehqton for (hi* king (as it should setra)was the 


‘ These suiemcnts can only be accepted wiih nmnartout. The 
emperor'* name and titles appear on the cdDagc, but not together 
with those of hH anceston as on the seal and there wrt com* 
with Images on them, though apfortmly they w«e not lo general 
cireolatiiA 

• SAkih Qtrin ** Lord of the (auspicious) Conjunction, a title 
largely osea by TimOr The following quotation from hh Memoirs 
(Stewart** translation p. 13L explains It* origin *‘A celebrated 
^kunrioger waited on me atsd <WK-eied a plan of my horoscope, stating 
that at the time of my birth the planets were m so fasucrahlc and 
aosplaous conjtmeilttn as certainly to predict the liability and dbra 
tion of my good fortune and sorereignty { that I ihould be tuperiof to 
all the monarchs of the age { that wboertr were my enemies ibould 
be lubducd and wboever were my friend* tboold be orosperoits that 
1 ihouW be the protector of rejigron, the destroyer of IdoU, the father 
of my people that my descetidanu »hcm\d reign for many genera 
lions and that they ihould be prosperou* a* long as they cootinoed to 
iopport the Muh^madan relivkm but If they sboold denate therC' 
frorn, ihdr dominion would soon be annihilated. A* U wtD known. 
It wa* heW by astrologer* that a grand conjunction of the planet* 
heralded the birth of a ^ild destined to exercise a profound Influence 
upon the hljtory of the worid t and amongst other* Abraham, >lo*« 
and Mohammad w er e aaid to have come Into exhtence uoder such 
autpice*. 

In later year* the Emperor Shih Jahin took the title of 

.Sdrtf or “ Second Lord of the (tnrspiaous) Conjunctroo and 
tne Emperor Jahinddr adopted a simlbir ueslgnation. 

A* Professor Rots suggests, Teny (or hh mformant) must bare 
confused firAn with knrAn (" booniwy" or “ firoil’'). 

* Here again the etymology b wrong Terry I* thmldog of Pera, 
mirAs ** an Inheritance." The name should be Mirin Shah. 
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first Indostan Emperor that professed Mahometisme, which 
Tamberlane his Grand-father was a great enemy too, and therefore 
ever strongly opposed it ^ But this third Monarch of that line 
and all his successors since have been Mahometans 

4 1 he fourth, his son, was called Sultan Abusaid, ihe Prince 
and Father, or fountain of Beneficence 

5 The fifth, his son, was called Mirzee Amir Sheick, the 
Imperial Princely Lord 

6 The sixth, his son, was called Baba Padsha, the King, the 
Father, or the King the Father of his Countrey ^ 

7 The seventh, his son, was called Hamasaon Podsha, the 
King Invincible 

8 The eighth, his son, was called Achabar Padsha, the great 
King, or Emperor that is most mighty, or the King most mighty 

9 The ninth, his son, was called Almozaphar Noor Dein 
(ichangeir Padsha Gaze, the most warlike and most victorious King, 
the Light of Religion and the Conqueror of the World 

“ Here are very high titles taken by Tamberlane and his suc- 
cessors, and the lower we go the greater still they are , but the 
last of them swels biggest of all, calling himself amongst other 
phansies the Conqueror of the world, and so he conceits himself 
to be ” 

It IS interesting to compare with Terrj’s figure the one given 
by Purchas (vol 1, p 591), and we accordingly reproduce this 
below Of course, neither drawing purports to be an exact copy 
of the seal, but only to give a rough plan of it The original 
would probably be a very ornate piece of work, with flowers, for 
instance, m the spaces betw'een the circles 

Purchas does not mention whence he obtained his drawing, 
but Its supenonty over the later production is at once evident 
In the first place, there is a great difference in the character 
of the Peisian employed in the two cases “Though Purchas’s 
drawing,” writes Professor Denison Ross, “is obviously not the 
work of a native, yet, being presumably a first copy of the original, 
the form of the letters has in most cases been accurately pre- 
served With regard to the other, this is evidently the work of a 
European, and copied rather from a transcnbed version than from 
an onginal ” Again, theie is an important difference between 
the two as regards the general arrangement of the names In 
the drawing given by Purchas the name and titles of Jahdngfr 
stand alone in the innermost circle, while the word ibn (“son”) 
IS introduced into each of the other circles in such a way that 
Jahdngfr is shown as the “ son ” of each of his ancestors, and at 


* This IS quite wrong Timur and all his descendants were 
Muhammadans 

^ Terry’s ingenuity has again misled him The name is not Bdbd 
(Father), but A<f^rr(Lion) 
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the tame lime, reading the names in the right order each 
tmjicfor U shown os the son of hU predecessor Thu is a 
conceit quite in Oriental style. Terry on the other hand, gircs 
the genealogy rather in the fashion of on Engluh pedigree. 
Timur stands alone at the top, while the thn u prefUed to the 
name of each of his descendants, including Jahlngfr The seal 
b thus reduced to a string of names, in which Timdr b the most 
promment figure and the reigning emperor is only dutingurshed 
from the real by hli longer title and its central position. TWs 

1lI< cf tht Grfos Mogols Suit 



arrangement b far less probable than the former , and taVen with 
the mistakes in the Persian, it •eema to give good reason for 
bellcring that the drawing given by Terry b not to be tnuied as 
an exact representation of the leaL 
It may seem strange that Terry publishing thirty yea rs later 
than Purebas, should gi>c a version ao much less accurate ^ 
probably what occurred was this. Terry as we gather hu 
bad acquired a little PersUn and Arabic dori^ bu stty 
In India, ^Vhen writing hb book, or at least when superi njtendin g 
the preparation of the fllnstrattons, he either forgot that Purchas 
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had given a sketch of the seal, or else he had not a copy of that 
work at hand He therefore — ve may surmise — took the drawing 
of the seal on Baffin’s map (of which we know he or his engraver 
had a copy, see p 546), and did his best to transliterate into 
Persian the vanous names and titles there given Noticing, how- 
ever, that in Baffin’s drawing all the titles are prefaced by “ Aben ” 
{ibn\ he amended it by omitting this from the first circle (Timiir) 
This theory would account to some extent for Terry’s strange 
form of “ Homasaon ” (for “ Humayun ”), which seems to be his 
improvement upon the “ Homashaun” of the map It is true 
that, on the other hand, it would not explain the transformation 
of “ Miran , ” but this may be due to Terry’s desire to find a 
suitable etymology for the name 

From a cunous note by Purchas (vol 1, p 591), it appears that 
the seal was not impressed in the usual fashion on the letters 
sent to James I, but was sent separately, engraved on a silver 
plate The note is as follows — 

“ I haue heard that Sir Thomas Roe at his Retume, desiring 
the Great Mogor or Mogoll his Letters of Commendation to His 
Maiestie, easily obtayned that request, but found him very scru- 
pulous where to set his seale , lest, if vnder, hee should disparage 
himselfe, if ouer, it might cause distast to the King His resolu- 
tion and preuention therefore was this to send the Letter 
vnsealed, and the great Seale it selfe, that so His Maiestie might 
according to his owne pleasure affixe it The Seale is Siluer ” 

A similar plan had been adopted \Mth the royal letter delivered 
to the English factors in March, 1615 Kerndge vntes {0 C, 
No 270) that the seal was “putt loose therein, which is the 
Costome, for if itt vere on the top itt sheweth superyorytye , if 
vnderneathe, Inferyor}'tyc , but beinge loose, equallytye The 
scale is sett in Inke, hauinge therein eight seuerall names in 
signettes and himselfe the ninth placed in the Middest, derj’u- 
ingc himselfe from Tamberlayne, the firste of the nine ” 

Della Valle, in his Letters from India (Hakluyt Society edn , 
vol 1, p 51), mentions Jahdngir’s seal, “the impression v\hercof 
I keep by me, wherein is engraven all his pedigree as far as 
Tamerlane, from whom Sciah Selim reckons himself the eighth 
descendant ” 

P S — Since the above ^^as put into type, the editor has had an 
opportunity of examining an imperial farman bearing the seal of 
Aurang/i'b This confirms the correctness of the arrangement 
shown in Purchas’s drawing, and proves that (as was suspected) 
'J err)’s version is entirely wrong 
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never circumcised, 313, his wives, 
321 , his weight, 412 « , likenesses 
of, 562, 563 , his title, 566 , his 
costume, 322, 563 , his standard, 
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vii , his commission to the amlias- 
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pnnces orderetl to strike a lion, 
198 

Loadstones, 113 
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330 «, 331, 335 , Eoe receives 
answer from Robbins, 340, 352, 
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347, and to Smythe, 353, and Win 
wood, 357 , the Persian amliassa- 
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obtained by Connock, lu«, 496, 
499 , the Shdh’s letter to King 
James, 496 , Roe’s report on the 
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Rdjd, Coryat’s story of the atheistic, 
31 1 n 

Rdjmahdl, 538 
Rdjpura, 536// 

Kamazan, 21, 58, 72, 274 
Ramsar, 359 
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notice of, 491 n 

Red Sea Roc urges trade to, 348, 
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vessel, 473, 494 , rumoured inten- 
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SLABCWtint,C*pe, 1$ 17 35 

St. HeTou, Roeai 530* 

SiJi, S«q**no 541 
S*J 4*9 lit 

Stibtflfc, ]o««ptu 89. 101 It^tr 
J06 3]l 366, 375,504 I notice of 
jolo; •«!« lo the 0>mr»ny 
yyjg 31311 } Knt talhe I evl Sri 
195 (ryn SIS 

33 ** 446 

Safistnuj Cowrtes* of portnit cf 
M 3 

Sahpit, 34 « 

Simartaiad 113 
SaiBbhal, 536 

Suu.I'kUuoT 495 « StS 5*3 
SAB^mlSanditvuoilh 459 
Stageij DraeottU, 34 
\aaflfi 367 t» yom 
SinswtUf Kirvf S37 m 
Saiit.Job^ at 35* 

Sa tJr 484* 

SuUkJ, 480* 

U^|«h> 49 * 394*1 538 

StToy Dnle of, 480 
trrrrtttCTlto), 70«r 446 
^r/r*Mt 171, 416 
SeUy Kumm, 35 

143**^5*31*0 447 480* 
Senteocti, 319 

ShihAbbii. 

Shill Htmfai, 448 
Shih Jihin. Khumra. 
ShihUthll, 503 
SiJUs, 4&a 

Shihuwix Rhia 404 « 

Shihpor 539 

ShahWir i98n rj% 314 39 »i 
iBinw tUiiihter Hw iUhH 

sS^ Kbin, tiSM 
SUrff xo, 31 3a 313 

SHiAft 357 * 

Shawl, nx 
SherShib, aosM 

Sbericf Rohm, 9 19** 96, 
M 3 * 151 307 330* 355 571 

4 ^* 439 Ml hU hnt eralms«7 to 
h.on>pe xlvIilUt hh rclnm t» 
Perrii, ihrtt, 139 t bb pollcjr 119, 
>J0 1 hb freih miMlijo 1 h^irope 
13^ l 3 I|hhr«cqitkmiU*o 3 , 3 S 3 , 
35^1 reported dbmtnal 390) ne 
fcra hU pace, 3 «h 3 *^ J 54 . 
356 t Roe hopes for hn capture, 


f 47»l meawn to I« taken In 
jirope to defeat bb mfadaa 357 ; 
n<4 weflHliipcnett (owanh the 
4061 hH cn n fc w j r 139, 
130 

SALii 133M 

ShOUng Aodrew 433 491 495 w 
504 5160 517 51?* 5*31 fwtfce 
(f 433* I letter lo bmjihc 495# 
Shlnu 431 4<'3 463 

9ire/fi 3t>4 456 
ShnU, l*rlwe horn 30i 
ShnWnha, MatU ( \(xil KhJn) 160, 
t94 300 169 170, 173 307 316, 
3ih 319,303,364 371 377 *90* 
ao-^ 301 3*7 3*3, 378* 4*o> 
445,509,510* S13, 514 } ouifee 
M iCbw > duntetef nf aOj 
S(b4 531* 535, 545 

SifJat 344 395* 

silk. lenhn 133, 354 1 pri« 

4M 46a 463.484* SSOipoceof 

limoc 556 

Sllrtf Inuoof from Eompe, 165* 
Stod, 4S5, Srtt/i* liWlcLTukr 
Sln^erm, SS 
Slodo. S^r tirflKUKbx 
SJpfi, River 379, SJ9 

i!a|S. 

\nfJi 303, 306 

SUTt*, 174 30^ 446 

Smyi^ Wr "nKmua, (Mreemoj of 

the ^ Indoi Crtupanx 130, 
*to* 358 397* 4*1* 49* 
479, 495* 498, S*S* 558*1 
Rne» letters la,affl 7* 13* 97" 
ii9» laS" 355" 343 35*^375 * 
433* 4o 3 ; portrait of 143, 394 
SnJTlbe, Jjwiy »i 
Soortra, 33 36, 103" 149, 403' 
404 " I ihe fleet at 29*37 
JWMTf" the 397 39S , ^ - 

Somemt, Coente* of pomah of 

S0/I/ the isS" AifAbWa. 
Sorath, 540 
Sorett, 540 

SoothaiDptott, Earl of Hoes letter 

Persia cW Sbertef Sr 
Knherl, „ 

Spicta ^ ItwHa, 348" 4S9> 4”i 
for 1‘enla, 354 475 _ . . 

Spftge, Th«ma, 480 ) ^ 

of a lunawaj deU or 403, 5^ * ^ 

Cite, yn* 

Srioa^ 533 
Stade, 373*„ 

Stammeta, 4^5 
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Standard, the Mogul’s, 563 
Standishes, 488 
Star, the, 519, 520 « 

Sted, Ejcharci, 105 n, 126, 128, 330 «, 
429, 463 M, 502, notice of, 126 «, 
his mission to Persia, xlviii, 130, 
131 , Its costliness, 132, 525, 555 , 
his report, 353 , his negotiations 
with the Comjjany, 438 « , offers to 
accomjrany Roe to Persia, 438 n , 
his marriage, 439 n, 490 «, 500 , his 
children, 439 «, Si8«, his arnval 
m India, 438 , his projects, 422, 
438 «, 439, 467, 484, 500 M , Roe’s 
opinion of, 439, 475, 476, 477 « , 
his ill-hehaviour, 475, 476, 500 , 
joins Roe, 430, 438, 441 , at war 
with Kemclge, 441 , Ins pnvate 
trade, 442 , sent liack to Surat, 
443 , Roe and, 448, 491 , Roe pro- 
poses to employ him in the Red 
Sea, 455 , misstatement as to value 
of pearl, 456/7, he and his work- 
men reach the Court, 455, 459, 
477 , his knowledge of Persian, 
477 , acts as interpreter to Roe, 
477, 484 , gets access to the Mogul 
in a like cajiacity, 500 // , takes 
service with the Mogul, 483 , follows 
Roe to Burhanpur, 504 , returns to 
England, 518, his reception by the 
Comiiany, and his subsequent 
history, 518/7 

Steel, Mrs , 477, 483, 484, 491, 500 , 
notice of, 439 77 , Roe urges her 
return, 441 , she reaches the Court, 
490 , her friendship with the 
daughter of the KhAn-khdnAn, 
501 n , goes home, 518 
Stickle, 456 

Strange and Admirable Accidents, 
31177, 3i9« 

Styles, Mr , 520 
Sue Suff, 554 
Sug^r candy, 242 
Sukadana, 408 
Sultinpur, 53J77 
Sunnis, 12377 

Surat, passim “ the fountain and 
life of all the East India trade,” 
409 , most suitable headquarters 
for English, 345, 467 , profits of 
the trade, 528 n , dependent on 
Red Sea commerce, 502 , goods 
suitable for, 485 , the bakslu of, 
160 , the judge of the alfandtca, 
64, 160, 289, 290, 297 , the judge 
of marine causes, 276 , Dutch at, 
228, 233, 23477, 243, 407, 459, 469, 
proposals to compound for English 


customs at, xxiv, 209-10, 216, 
219, 222, 470 , increase of revenue 
owing to English trade, 435 , com- 
plaints of English disorders at, 52, 
136, 163, 289, 364-S, 369.448, 467, 
509 , Roe disclaims protection of 
offenders, 137 , rumoured intention 
of the English to attack the city, 
396, 467, 509 , English disarmed, 
448, 449, 450 n, 467 , controversy 
as to right of English to carry 
weapons, 507-13 , Roe’s final nego 
tiations with Khurram for privi- 
leges, 506-14, customs rates at, 
15577 , the I^ji Masjid, 509, 510, 
51077 , the tank, 78, 112 , the Eng- 
lish factory, 510 n, ^16 , farmdn 
for, 506 , Roe’s stay at, prior to his 
embarkation, 514 77, 525 See also 
Ibrdhim Khdn and Zulfikdr Khan 
Surat factors, passim Roe writes to, 
164, 176, 24477, 246, 289, 290, 

349 «. 36s. 373. 375, 378, 384”, 
395, 401, 407, 428, 43977,44377, 
447, 454, 46077, 48877, 503, they 
wnte to Roe, 191, 243, 249, 335, 
368, 377, 460 , and to the Company, 
404 77, 5 1 6 , letter from the Company 
to, 428 77 , their hostility to Roe, 
346, 516 77, 517 77 , their endeavours 
to monopolise the stock of money, 
409 , Roe complains of their con- 
duct, 364 , Pepwell does the same, 
368 See also Kerndge 
Susan, the, 1877 

Swally, 41, 470 , suspicions that 
English will build a fort at, 449, 
450 77, 467, advantages of the road, 
345 

Swan, the, 1477,284, 39877, 50377, 

505 « 

Swart Francisco, 488 
Sword sent to Roe by the Company, 
430, 479 

Table Mountain, 13 
Taffetas, 488 
Tapb, River, 539 
Tamand, 30, 32, 33, 35, 38 
Tamburlain See Timur 
Tartary, 533 
Tasllm, 135, 136, 295, 303 
Tatta, 440, 532 
Tauns, 356, 400, 402 
Tents, double, 275, 326 
Terry, Rev Edward, notices of, 
24677, 37777, appointed chaplain 
to Roe, 246 77 , brings up the 
resents, 377 n, 380, 383, 393 n , 
is account of the journey, 383 n , 
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Watch found at Aqn, 115 « 

Water, natives scmpulous as to, 440, 
477, 477 n , superstitions regarding, 


\A^ebbe, Frances Set Steel, Mrs 
Weighing; the Mogul See Birthda) 
Westrow, Mr , 521 
White water, 25 

Wine, Armenian, 52 n , native, 256 , 
the Mogul fond of, 119, 391 , Roe 
m want of, 315 , no more to be sent, 
486 

Winwood, Sir Ralph, 356//, 553, 


556 M , Roe writes to, 356, 472, 
475, 481, 496, 556 
Withing;ton, Nicholas, 313/1 
Wolstenholme, Sir John, 521, 525/1 


Xavier, Jerome, 95 //, 313. 34 1, 3^0 , 
notice of, 313 /I 

Young, lohn, 70, 208, 227, 355 , 
notice of, 208 // 

Zambesi, River, 2 
Zudgar Khdn, 173 
Zhlfikdr Khdn, Governor of Surat, 
and his debt, fasstm \ii, \iii , 
notice of, 59 « , a drunkard, 136 , 
his character 221 , he is recalled, 
124 « , arrives at Court and makes 
his peace, 157 , leaves Ajmtrc with 
the Rnnce, 320 , dies, 389 , his 
brother, 52, 52 //, 56 




